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.'An .interior tower, rather more than twenty .feet

square, runs up the whole height of the Moorish
portien of .the building; betweenwhich and the ex­
ternal walls an easy aseen t is contrived on an 'inclin.,
ed plane. . The necessityof introducing light
throughout .the . ascent accounts for the .different
elevation of the windows and ornamerits oí the dif...
fererit sides; .but the architect has so managed this
difficulty, that no bad effect is produced in the .ex­
ternal view, At .the lower' part vof' the .t ower the
ascerit is sufficientIy wide to admit .of the passage of
two men on horseback abreast; but itbe~ome·s nar-........_-
rewer as it approaches the summit.Queen Christina

is saHl to ha:ve been .dfawn LJup ~nr8 1 smal~ caru:iage. ra y Ge
17ne walls,both of the inner 'and outer tower-, in-
crease in thickness as tliey rise, ana as toe ascending

JUn 1\ .Dplane dec];eases in width: a plan which appear~ op­
posed to .the principIe .usually · adopted by modern
architects,

It is known that Geber was the architect of the
Giralda, but no certainty exists respecting its date.
The Spanish antiquarian Don~odrigoCaro supposes
it to have been erected .during .the reign of Benabet
Almucamus, King of Seville, .shortly before the ap­
pearance in Spain of the Almoravides : but this is no
more than a conjecture, founded on the supposed
wealth of that King, who possessed .larger states'
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than his successors, and who paid no tribute to the
sovereigns of Castile-.

Immediately over the highest story .of the Moorish
tower .is the belfry. The bells are. suspendedon the
centre of revolving beams, ' which traverse _the open,
arches of tbe four faces of .the tower. '. They are
consequently in full view, as they throw tbeirsomer­
sets and send forth their lively clatter .on a. dia de
fiesta.

Their effect is very original, and as unlike as pos~

sible to the monotonous and . melaneholy cadence
of an English peal. None of them are deep-toned
hor solemn, but all high and sharp: so .that being
lef loose in merry disorder, and .without tune, they .
somehowaRRear to narmbnize'with the t'>rilliantq~ies, ene arfe
just as tHe descendingla ing-dong in Engiand suits

DJ\'f~e gloonl of tbe nortbern heavens. Leave Seville,
ana never shall their tones steal on your memory:
without yourbeing transported into a blazeofbright
sunshine

In Spain the houses oí the grandees arenot
called palaces, as those of the same rank in I taly are
usually termed. There is not even an intermediate
term, such as mansion, ~stillless the hall-abbey, or
castle. Theyhave the last, but only applied in cases
in which it is correctly and legitimately .applicable.

. The Arab expression alcazar, composed of the article
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al and:cazar, is so like the Spanish la casa '(the house),
that, not having at hand a professor of Arabic .t o
consult, 1 will risk the assertion that it bore the
same "meaning ; notwithstanding the opinion of ,
several French writers who translate it chdteau:

'Chenier, author of the history ofMo'rocco, derives
it from the word Caissar, which he considers synony­
mous with Ceesarr but this '. derivation appears ·to
admit 'of much doubt,' as the word would signify

.theEmpero~, instead of his residence. . Supposing
it to signify the house, it must no, doubt have meant
the- principal, 01' royal house. At present the two
words are admitted into the Spanish language as one,
wliich is ~pplied indiscrjrninatel~ to roy:al tewraresi­
dences, whether castles 01' noí, as well as t he ·term
palacio.But a private resiaence of whatever éxtent
is moa estly te rmed a house.

In this .instance, as in many others, the proud con­
tempt of' : high-sounding phraseology is common to
Spain andEngland, where sorneof the most palace­
like habitations are called Wentworth House, Hat­
field House, Burleigh House: the very porters' lodges
being sometimes such ediflces as would claim the
title of chdteau in sorne other countries. But this
same haughty modesty is rather individual than col­
lective, and does not prevail as applied to towns and
cities. In public acts and addresses, and even in the
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most homely precautionary warnings placarded at
the corners oí streets or promenades, the form used
is,-" The constitutional Alcalde of this heroic and
very invincible town of MadrId, or Seville, forbids, or
orders, &c';" and 'still more splendid epithets are
found for thenation in genéral.
. 1 don 't know whether it has occurred to you that
this progressive dereliction of consistency is universal
in human nature, although it assumes a variety of
forrns. In the present instance modesty commences
at home, as they say charity should.

By theway, if charity should commence at 4om~,

together with the other affections of the heart, such
'as patriotism, then did t.he first Brutus make a lllis-

G
'+

1 If. · H n m nrH· 'e . . a ra v enera fteta {e. ' ,on t e cout:rary, . 18 merlt was great 1I~

sacrificing his son to His nation, it . foHows, that, '.in,
Ucallsi~g his entire nation to be butchered the first

time theywere guilty of any encroachment on the
rights of the rest of the world, his glory would have
Increased in tbe ratio 'of one to some millions,

',H e either acted on a principIe of justice, or pre­
ferred the .applause of his com.patriots to the affection
of bis son. lf, therefore, an opportunity was ever
afforded him of doing the worId the above-mention­
ed act of justice at the expense of his countrymen,
and he abstained from it,-it being impossible sto

suppose aRoman republican capable of a dereliction
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of principle-it is clear that he preferred the applause
of his ,nationto that of the test of the world , and all
becomes a question of taste. But what, you exclaim,
has the first or any other Brutus to do with Pilate's
house, the description of whieh ispreceded by .this
long introduction? Andwas not his murder of his

-son benevolence itself :compared to the · infliction of
these digressions on your patience ? . ,

The Casa de Palatos is a-palace belonging to the
-Duke oí- Medina Coeli, One oí his ancestors is said
to have built it in exact imitation of' -Pontius Pilate's

___.Ealace in Jerusalem, and to have obtained possession
of a large quantity ofthe ornamentsand portable

fUJ:'niture ,belon~in~, ~~ ~he LJ~ncier~ ,bui~ding" which,' ayGenerafife
on . the completIon of bIS edifico at .Se~llle, he esta-
bli shed, each object in tbe place corresponding to that

JUnTR ' wHicll i~ orjginally , occupied,

A .. lofty wall, filling the side of'fhe small sqriare,
called .thePlasa de Pilatos, and .surmounted by. a
balustrade, forros the outer enclosure of the . palace,
You enter through a large iplain .arched doorway,
and pass through a,court, .containing the porter's

house.and other out-buildings devoid of ornament.
.A small door on the left leads from this .enclosur é
to the principal , court, Here you might imagine
yourself still in the 'Alcazar. The ornament is in .
the same style; only the arcades 'are inferior in Iight,
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ness and beauty. It contains; : however, el fountain
very superior to that. oí the principal court oí the

Alcazar,
At the four angles 'are colossal statues oí white

marble, representing deities oí the Grecian mytho-
. logy. They are antique, "arid oí Roman órigin.
under the .areades a series oí busts oí the Roman

emperors, are placed round thewalls; the greater
part oí them are also antique, On one side of this
court 'ís the chapel, very small, and entirely covered
with .Arabesque ornament. . .At one side 'is placed

erect against the walla black cross, said to be ~ fa.c~

simile imitation of that actually carried by our .Sa-

v:iour, which occupied a s~milar situ~tion in thepa-
lace atJerusalem. Its ,length is about ª even feet, .e a I e
and the fhicKness' of tlie wooO: abou! four inches
by two. Opposite to the cross is a Madonna by Raf-
faelle. As no light enters the chapel, excepting
through a small door, and that placed under the ar­
cades, and the picture is hung at a considerable '

height, it can only be examined by the aid of ..a Iad­
del', which is kept near it, and then only very imper­
fectly. At the time the chapel was habitually used,

it probably contained candles always burning..
The great staircase is very ornamental and leads

. to several handsome suites oí rooms. There is a

colonnade on one side of the garden, under which
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Hes a valuable collection of antique busts, columns,
capítals, and fragments of"all sorts, "in most admired
disorder." The proprietor never visits this residence,
and every part of it is in a very neglected state.

Seville lays claim to no 'less ' a founderthan Her­
cules. A 'magniflcent temple dedicated to 'him is
said to have existed- on , the spot at present occu­
pied by the parish church of San " Nicholas. Near
it a statue of the demigod has been discovered, to­
gether with six columns, .four oí which 'are s únk
so deeply in th~ earth that they cannot be brought
to Iight. The other two are placed on lofty pedes­
tals, and adorri the largest of the promenades of
Seville, that called the Alameda. t One of them is
sufmounted by the .statue mentioned aoové, and the
oth ér by ,one oí J tflius Cresal'. Venus is als~ stated
to have sñaretl with Hercules the devotions of the
Sevillanos. "I'he existence of her worship in ancient
times is placed beyond a doubt by the wellauthenti­
cated martyrdom of Saints Justa and Rufina, con­

"demned ' fol' refusing to do honour to the rites of
that goddess, and to figure in ,her processions,

, ~ " 'I'hese two martyrs to ,'the Christian' faith ' have
.pursued, on various 'subsequent . occasions, a .conduct
calculated to afford a' degree of'advantage to an "ad­
versary, should he presume to accuse them of rene­
gade propensitieso They have manifested "them-

en 'fe
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selves determinedprotectors of the Arab tower, on
every occasion of its being threatened with danger.
Numerous instances are on record; the most remark...
able of'which, is one that has given rise to much
controversy, and employed in more recent -times 'the
researches of .learned men. , The tradition states,
that, during an earthquake, which took place in lhe
year 1504, and of which a' vivid description may be ,
foundat the end of a book, called the Regla 'Vieja,
which exists .in the archives of the cathedral.Lthe
two virgins were seen to support the tower 'and
prevent it froni falling, ' surrbunding it with their
'arms, one on each side. It is .also related that, onthe
occasion of a -previous earthquake, that 'of'the year
1896, voices -were hearCInin :tH~ airf',articulated by()

, demons, 'c rying, " Jlli row it' ilow'n,fnrow it down;"
and .that others .replied,-" No, we .carinot ; ' for those
villanous' sairits, Justa and Rufina, are 'guarding ' it."
For these reasons it is usual, in rpaintings represent­
ing the Giralda, to place-' the figures of the two

virgin Saints supporting it, one oÍ1 either side; and
a small model thus supported by images of 'the two

martyrs, executed in wood, is carried in the principal
religious processions. ' In' aH these representations,

the figures stand rather taller than the tower.
The hospital of La Caridad is one oí' the principal

attractions to strangers at Seville; for in .its chapel

e afife
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lS contained the picture, which passes for the mas­
ter-piece oí Murillo. The chapel is narrow and
lofty, and the picture placed as near as possible to
the ceiling. · A sight of it can 'only be obtained at
an angla of about twenty degrees. But the aching
of the neck is unheeded .during the examination of
this superb picture. 1t is called Las Aguas, the
Waters. Meses has just struck the rock, and stands
in a simple and dignified attitude, In the complete
contentment of his countenance there may be traced
a mingled expression of pity and gratitude, as he
Iooks on the scene which follows his action, The......----artist }las giv~n prOofof .consummate talent in the

choice and treatine~t ?~ his subject; lwhichaffowed ra yGeneran e
hinl a vari éty of g:v~uHing, of e:x!Eressien, and 0:6 atti-
tude, of which few were capable of ta ing better ad­

JUnTR l antage. 1UC1 ,
This picture is a specimen of his natural style, and

its success is considered, and 1 think justly, superior
to that of any other of his ·works. · The imitation of
material nature is here carried to as great perfection
as in ma~y_ of hispaintings; while at the same time
nothing can surpass the poetry of the composition,
nor the exquisitely harmonious grouping of the rnen
and animals. In this last quality, Murillo is 'cer­
tainly unequalled. . He seems also .in this instance,
to have reached theutmost limitsof art in the ex-

e e
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pression of the countenances, throughout the dif­
ferent groups,whether employed in oifering silent
thanksgivings, or entirely absorbed in the eager ef­
fort to obtain for their parched lips a draught of the
bright liquido In the feeling displayed in these
instan'ces, 'andso well represented, there is, it is true,
nothing elevated, but stil1 it is feeling; and its roa...
teriality isamply made 'amena s for, by the chief
personage of the sc'ene,in whose countenance .no­

thing bu t the sublime can be traced.
Had ''Murillo not painted this ,picture and the

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Spanish artmust have
contented itself with the 'second rank, and Raphael
woiild have continued without a rival. These pie­
tures occasion regre,t tliat s~cHPgenius slioula3Have
employed itself during ,a iong "perio(i, on works

n OD a different sort. The San Antonio and a few
others', were no d~ubtproductions worthyofthepaint,
er of the 'Aguas, and a hundred 'or two others I are '
magnificent paintings; ' but the time employed on
sorne ,'of these, and on a stillgreater number of less
prominent .merit, would have been 'more .profitably
devoted to the production of twoor three which
might ' have ranked with these giant creations of
bis talento

In viewing either of these compositions, the other
speedily becomes present to the ' imagination, and
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forces you to . draw a comparison between them,
They have .a sort oí. affinity in 'their subject as well
as ' in their style. The sufferers of the Sto Eliza­
beth, occupied with their .torments. and their grati­
tude, answer to those of the Aguas, engrossed also .
with almost 'parallel feelings, ': The Meses, tranquil
and erect in the midst of the action which surrounds
hirri, is the exact pendant of the majestic figure and
compassionate countenance offhe .youthful princess,
exercising . her saintly 'charit ies. , T hese pictures
ought to be companions in the . same gallery, were
it possible for vtwo such works to find their way
into orie and the isam e apartment, But that would

be a consummatioll.a~ ' poReless as finding8t. ReJer.'s ra y
aria 'tbe DU01110 0 :6 Milan in tli~ same town ; Naples
and Seville in one province, a "L cndori and a Paris
in one~ count:l~Y, : an Ariosto and 'a Byron in .thesame
language. ' It has more tban once occurred tojne,
since ' 1 have seen ~ these two pictures, tbatwere
Raphael's Spasinio and Transfiguration placed on
one side of a -room, and these two on tbe other, ­
.and the choice: offered me which pair 1 ,would pos':'
sess, 1 should never.be,able .to come to a decision:

, Another large picture by Murillo, the multiplying

of the Loaves in the Desert, is suspended opposite
,the Aguas, and at the same elevation. On attempt­

ing to examine it, you are ,forcibly reminded by cer­
e e 2

e erafife
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tain acute sensations in the región of the neck, of
the unnatural position it has so long rnaintained,
and you leave this picture, together with two others,
placed near the entrance 'of 'the chapel, for a , subse­

quent visit.
In the church of the Faubourg Triana, on the

right hand after passing the bridge, are sorne excel­
lent pictures, particularly a Conception by .Murillo,
The multitude of paintings left by this artist is incre­
dible, .when to all those -.scat tered through Spain,
France, and England, are added those preserved in
this his native town. Alrnost all the good houses in
Seville contain collections ofpictures ; and aH the col­
lections have their Murillos, There are no fewer than
sixteen in tlie ga'lIer~ of~the Canon, Don,Manuel C~-

pero'; but this is the-largest of toe private collections,
n and the best, as it ought to be, since it is contained in

Murillo's house. 1t is the residenceoccupied by him
during the latter partof his life, and in ,which he
died, 1ts dimensions and distribution are handsome,
At the hack of it there is a garden of limited extent,
hut in which DOt an inch of space is thrown 'away. ·
Where there remains no room , for 'choice' flowers

and orange trees, the walls are painted to prolong

the illusion, The Canon possesses also several good
paintings hy Italian masters, 1 , counted likewise
four Rembrandts, and two of Rubens, Among the
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other private collections, that of the Alcalde 'Don
Pedro Garcia ' is ,one of the richest : it contains a
Santa Barbara of Cano, an exquisite picture. A Saint
Joseph by Murillo, in the collection of the French
Consul (a native of Seville) is admirable.

In .most of the churches there is sufficient of this
sort oí 'attraction to make them ' worth a visito
In the convents nothing is left; -in ' fact they no
longer exist as ' convents. There may he , one or
two remaining in Seville, but I did not hear of
them, The monastery of J eronimites, and the
Clíártreuse.Lboth situated in the environs-were
the most considerable religious 'establishments of
Seville. They are conierted; one into a school, and a

. ., le ' I

the other into a Rorcelain maÍ1ufactor~." ffihis [ast,
the Chartreuse, contains in' its church and refectory,
plentifu] ñraces of its former magnificence. An

Englishrnan ' has purchased the monastery with
three or four acres ' of ground, containing the im­
mediate dependencies t and he is occupied with
the ' labours which necessarily precede its appear­
ance .in its new character, replacing the hutteries,

kitchens, storehouses, and cells, by rows of pudding­

shaped baking-houses.
He has; however, spared the chapel, which is to

continue in its former state. AH the stalls, the
altar, and other immoveable furniture, remain as

en a I~
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"he found them, The pictures' and statues had 'oí­
course been previously removed. The woodwork
is inimitable-the best 1 have seen in Spain; it would
be impossible in painting to .represent with .more.

delicacy, the verytexture of the drapery, the 'very
veins of the hands, and 'hair of the beards-coffigures
of 'a quarter.. the , natural , dimensions. Y ou are

filled with astonishment, ' that the infinite patience
necessary for this mechanical labour should have
accornpanied the genius which conceived and ex-
ecuted the incomparable figures and heads. The
refectory, of which the ceiling is the principal
ornament, ' is tú be ' the great show-room for the

aispla~ of the china. The fortunate manufacturen e af,'+e
• 'UI bi .' h h' ~n ' l e lira a. "a ra v . e 1I

mna its, wit lS lalTI1 ~, t e :p'rlor's resi ence-s-one
of the most elegant liaBit ati ons in toe world: SUf-

TI rounding a court, which contains of course its
",'hite marble fountain and colonnades : and he ,is
in treaty for the purchase of the orange-grove, the
park of the monastery, This pleasure-ground is
ornamented here and there with Kiosks, from which

are obtained views of Seville, and the intervening
Guadalquivir.

On the confiscation of this monastery, several
magnificent pictures disappeared, a I'ew , of which
have since been placed in the cathedral. Two
alabaster monuments, belonging to the .family of
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Medina Ceeli, were also removed; .they are ' placed
in a church at present under repair. · . They are

erect, and fit into the.wall : measuring about forty
feet in height. Their upper portionis adornedwith
several well-executedsmall statues.

.'I'he other convent-thaf dedicated to S. Geronimo,
is situated 'on the opposite side of .th e river, about
a ' mile higher up. It is not so beautiful asthe
Cartuja, but on a grander scale. The principal court
is magnificent ; it .is surrounded with upper and
lower arcades, respectively of the Ionic and Doric
orders.: . the apartments and church are . of. corres­
pondingextent; but have either been deprived of

their ornaínents, or were originall~ but spaFingly a. .,
decorated ..· A ci-devant- gov.ernor. of Seville -' - a
general officer, very distinguished as a linguist, has
turned .scHoolmaster, .and taken up his abode here.

The day of my visit happened to be the general's
birth-day, and a scene of much festivity presented
itself. The schoolmaster's successor in . his foriner
post at Seville, had arrived, attended by the band
of a cavalry regiment; and the great court having
been converted into a ball-room, the marble arcades
were made te" ring with the thrilling cadences of
the hautbois and clarionette-by way of a fitting

afterpiece tú the tragic chants of former days.
The relatives and friends of the students were

~ .---~
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present, so that ·the youthful dancers were .well­
provided with partners, The performances were
French quadril1es, English hornpipes, - German
waltzes, Russian mazurkas, and Spanish fandangos.
1 had arrived too late for thefirst part of the en ...
tertainment, which . consisted of a bull-fight, for
which .. a temporary arena, had been enclosed, The

bulls werewhat are called novillos -that is, scarcely
more than calves; as the full-grown animals would
have been more than a match for their juvenile
an tagonists.

The ruins of the Roman city of Italica, to which
. 1 have already alluded, are situated four miles from

~----""'- SévilIe in ascenrling the river-e-and on the op:p'ositee. ., ....
bank. . The whele town is undergi:ound, with the
exception of a few houses in the part in ' which
excavations have been made, and of the amphitheatre
which occupies an eminence. ' No' notice was taken
in modem times of the existence of this buried town,
until towards the end of the Iast century, when the re­
mains of the amphitheatre, the only portion of the ruins ,
which were visible, drew the attention of travellers :
and the authorities of SevilIe received orders to com­
rnence excavating. The search yielded a large quan­
tity of valuable remains; a temple was discovered,
in the neighbourhood of which were found several
statues and -capitals of columns. A choice was made

I
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* The aboye is gathered from the followíng passage oí Appianus
Alexandrinus. "Relicto, utpote pacata regione, valido prresidio,
Scipio milites omnes vulneribus debiles in unam urbem compulit,
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of the objects in the : best state of preservation, :::11

which were forwarded to Madrid "in order to form , .J;i!
a ' museum. Large quantities of coins were also :\)1

sent, and collections · of household tJ.tensils, ·an<i '~
ornaments. The Arabs, who did not consider these ':l~

Roman ' relics worthy objects of antiquarian re- "
search, nevertheless had either discovered . and laid ,;,

operi a large portion of the town, or ' wére them- tI

selves its destroyers. From it they extracted the l
large quantities of marble columns and slabs with :;j¡'

which Seville isfilled. ' The , ID utilated statues, '~f, !

together with several .funereal monuments, found in :~i:j
...-....... ,I

j
,

later times, and not considered deservirig of' the ~

journey to Madrid,. li~ve beenndeRosited in a la~ge ra yGeneralf ]~

room in tñe Alcazar of Sev.illé~ ¡wltere the~ are now :~t

exñibited. l!

No recoál exists of the foundation of Italica. ;i~"'

1ts annals are -traced to the time of Scipio Africanus, '\]:
who, on the completion of his conquest of Spain, ¡~

and the final expulsi ón of the Carthaginians, find- ~~

ing himself embarrassed by the number of wounded ;t
and sick among his troops, established them in i¡
this town under the protection of a garrison. He !I
gave to the town its name oí Italica,* its previous 1,;1

"JI; 1

:.1
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name being Sancius: the real' situation 'of Italica
has been the subject of much controversy. 'L ike
the Grecian cities, which claimed each . tú be the
birthplace of Homer, ' several of' :the towns in ' the
neighbourhood of Seville are candidates for the ho­
.nour of beingrepresentatives of the ancient 1talica ;
but ample proof ' exists .oí the ideritity of' 'these

ruins withthat city.* The Historia general, written
by Alonso el Sabio, book 1., chap. .XV., speaks 'of
It álica as a place of much importance in ancient
times; in "allusion to the invasi ón oí a 'people called

the Almunizes. He adds, in the antiquated Spanish
of his time, "Las nuevas fueron por todas las

tierras de '~O~ (i) . aquellas gentes caviana ganade a
'E spaña, e todos los de l ás islas uel o~er.on crecieron
les corazones por fazer otro tal, e ayuntaron muy
gátnües navios, e vinieronse para España, e entraron

quam ab Italia Italicam nominavit, claram natalibus 'I'rajani: et
Adriani, qui posteris temporibus Romanum imperium tenuere."

Elius Sparcíanus, in the life of Adrian, says, "Origo imperatorís
Adriani vetustior aPicentibus, posterior ab Hispaniensibus manat;
siquidem Adri á ortos majores suos apud Italicam, Scipionum tempori-..
bus resedisse in Iibris vitre suee Adrianus ipse commemorat." ,

* No other town is so placed as to accord with the description
given by Pliny, who passes it on the right. bank of the river, and
arrives at Seville lower down on the left : " Italica et a leevá Hispalis
colonia cognomine Romulensis." ' ,

Lucas de Tuy, who wrote four centuries back, says, "Italica est
Hispalis An tigua. ~l

a i~

ce



* Hic fertur Apostolico
Vates fulsisse tempore:
Et prredicasse supremum
Patrem potentis filii.
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por ' cuatro .pintes. Los que entraron .' por Cadiz
vinieron Guadalquibir arriba, e llegaron a' 1talica
elos de la villa salieron e lidiaron con ellos, e los
de fuera entraron con ellos de vuelta por medio
de ·la villa, e .mataron .los a "todos, e ganaron la
villa." 1t is not clear what invasion is here al­
luded too

The town of 1talica was one of the six or .seven
in vthese provinces which possessed the ' title . of
municipia ; .a "superior one to .that . of colonia, from
its involving the privilege of retaining its ancient
iaws and customs, while on the colonies those of
Romewere imposed. 1t 'was among the cities

which sheltered so.m~ · ftv0f. rthe earliest C0nV;el1t~ to ra y
ChFistianity. Its first bishoR was the .mar t):11 Saint
Gerunc~o, put .to death in prison. The prison,
iJeing consiCtei'ed sanctified, from its containing the
saint's remains, became subsequently the resort of
pious votaries from all parts of the province. . In
the Mozarabic ritual there is a hymn for the day
of. this saint, one of the stanzas of which fixes
tbe .epoque of bis Efe and ~artyrdom, at that of

the apostles."

~--._- - _._- -_._ --- --_. ..'
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"I'he centurion Cornelius, roen tioned In the Acts
of the Apostles, as converted by the preachi.ng ' of
Sto Peter, was, it is said, a native of this' city, and
commanded a eohort raised in his native place.

The date of the destruction . of 1talica, is as un­
certain 'as ,' that oí its origino The fact of its ex­
istence during almost the 'entire period of the Gothic
dominion, .is established, by the presence of its
bishops being recorded at the differentcouncils.
It is conjectured that its destruction was the work .
of the Arabs, who were no sooner in possession of
Seville, than they considered it imprudent to allow
so ' large a town to be in tbe hands of enemies iIi

. their imm édiat é neighbourhood- This supposition
• • r Lo

of Spanish antinuaJJies seerÍls hazarded ¡without suf-
flcient reflection; since, ' in the first place, had the
occupants of Italica occasioned the Arabs any un­
easiness, nothing ,was easier than to occupy the
place themselves ; and secondly, the ruins vbear
strong symptoms of having been reduced to their
present state by sorne convulsión of nature, rather

than by human agency: not to mention the coins
discovered in large quantities, which would not
have been neglected by human destroyers. It.is
not likely that the destruction of so considerable

, a place by the conquerors of the 'province, at the
time they were too ,few' to defend it, would have

T
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been overlooked by their historians-. who make no
allusion to the even t.

The present appearance is that of a green ' un­
dulating hill, which noone would imagine to be
composed of the remains of streets, palaces, temples,
and market-places. The upper portion only of the
amphitheatre remains above-ground, Its forro is
slightly oval, nearly approaching to a circle, The
greatest diameter is three hundred and twenty-five
feet. It has twenty rows of seats, half of whieh
are buried; each seat is two feet and a half in
depth, and two in height. Part of the Podium........._--
remains"; and enough of the en trance, to distin~

guisli tnat i~ , consi~te.d ofnthree,lar.ge éar~hes. aft ra yGeneralf
was constructed with Roman solidit~. ~othing less
than an earthquake could have tóppled over the

JUnTR masses 01 masonry, which appear in their confusion
Iike solid rocks, A very small portion of the ruins

has been explored : and part of that, for want of
being sufficiently cIeared out, is again buried in
earth, and the workis discontinued..The objects
now above-gronnd, . consist of · five :01' six tessalated
floors, two of which have been considered-of suf­
ficent value to be walled in, arid locked np, but with­

out being roofed.
These ruins are well worth a visit, .although the

road 'to them from Seville, bears terrible symptoms

.::-~._----_ .._. _~.- -- -
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of having been constructed .before Maéadam's day ;'
perhaps even before that of the Scipios.

At .the distance of a few hundred yards from
the nearest portien of the ruined town is situated
the village of Santi-ponce, inwhich is the convent of
S. Isidoro, of the order of Sto J erome. The church
contains the tombs oí Don Alonzo Perez de Guzman,
surnamed 'the Good, 'and of his 'wife .Doña Maria
AlonzoCoronel, founders of'. the . ducal house of
Medina Sidonia. This family obtained from Fer­
dinand the Fourth, a grant of Santi-ponce and old
Seville (Itálica), with the district, .and temporal' and
spiritual jurisdiction. . Don Sancho had already re­
warded the Cse},'Viices andntr.ied fidelit)1 of Perez .de

. . . I el
Gdzman by Hresenting him with the town of Me-
dina Sidoriia, .An anecdote 'is toldoof him worthy
of . a Roman republicano Being governor' of Tari­
fa : under Sancho the Fourth, he had to defend
lhe :' town against the Infarit, Don Juan, who had
revolted against his brother. This prince, learning
that 'a child of Guzman was in his power,.beirig at
nurse in theenvirons of the town, sent for it ;and,
presenting himself before the wal1s, declared to the
.governor that he would .kill the child. . if the town
were not immediately surrendered. Guzman replied
by drawing his sword, and throwing it. down to the
prince,~ho had the barbarity to order . the -infant
to be murdered before his father's eyes.

e •
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LE/rTER XXI.

' :P~IVATE HOUSES, ' AND' LOCAL CUSTOMS IN SEVILLE.
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than the more mysterious vista beneath it, of re­
treating colonnades, mingled with orange and pome­
granate trees, through which the murmur of the
fountain is scarcely audible. Few cities present
more charms to the wanderer than one in which the
houses offer a combination so luxurious as is met
with in the greater number of those of Seville.
The cool summer rooms opening .into the court, in
which the drawing-room furniture is arranged on all
sides of a foun tain, plentifully supplied from the
aqueduct of Carmona : and, on the upper floor, the
winter apartments, chosen from their being better
lighted, for the deposit of a collection of pictures
and these almost alwa~s exceHent,-and ,opening to
the gallery; to wliich, auring this season, tlie:furniture
having been removeu from lJelow, is placed, together
witln the work frames and portable musical instru­
ments, on the side exposed to the sun. One sees
these houses and their amiable .and happy-looking

inhabitants.andimagines there is no life to be com­

pared to it. Yet the experiment may bemade, and,

fail to answer the .expectat ions of the strangér, who,
confident in his discovery.of the road . to happiness,
may have pitched his tent in the. midst of these be­
witching regions.

Can it be fatality-or is it essential in human
nature, to find ever the least felicity there, where it, ',
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looks for the greatest? The experiment, I say, was
made, An Englishman, possessing everyadvantage
of taste, talent, and wealth, took ~p his residence

. herc.resolved to devote .the remainder of his days to
the peaceable enjoyments of a literary and social
life. Thanks to his literary ipropensi ti és, we are

? enabled to judge of the .result of the triaL In a
book published by the person t~ whom .1 allude, we
find ·that no' one could be less satisfiedwith -his loto
Seville and the Sevillanos meet withno mercyat his
hands; .and .must, if w~ .may judge by his dislike of
them, have rendered his life a burden........_--
~his, however, is a single example, and in'sufficient

to deter others fronr theattélTIll.t. It ~may be .that
• . . c.

thís individual had .nof entered ful1~ into the snirit
oFAndalucian existence. . .Every detail of life being
liere aaan~e(ill to the place . and •its . customs and
climate, no custom can be erred against with im-
punity - that .is, 'without °the forfeit of sorne corre­
sponding advantage,

Seville presents two so different aspects during the
two opposite s~asons of the year, 'that to be well
understood it should be visited at both, . During the .

winter, ' the existencerdoes not materially differ from

that of °thé inhabitants of' most other ° European
towns; excepting that the intercourse of society is
subjected to less formality, Cards of invitation are ..

D D
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rarely made use' of; .and you are not, consequently,

exposed to theannoyance of seeing and hearing your
house invaded by a dense crowd, on a night you have
appointed a month before.rwithout any possibility of
foreseeing whether you would be disposed 01' not .on
that particular night to undergo sueh ' a toil.
These ,crowds are, .1 believe, unheard of in Seville;
but those who are pleased in each other's society,
know where to find eaeh other; and without waifing
for invitations, small circles are ' formed every even­

ing, from whieh all erushing, fátigue, and intense

dressing 'are excluded.
The winter isalso a more advantageous season for

the strange~, ~~o . would be totally ~eba~r.~d b¿ théer era i e
sununer heats fr om the aetivit)) necessary for the
satisfaetionof his curiosity, in visiting the objects of
interest eontained in and around Seville.On . the
other hand, the summer season offers to his contem-
plation the successful attainment of a mode oí' eX~f

istence suited to the burning climate; a problem: ,

found to be solved. hut in few instances, The first

and most essential arrangement appears to 1Je the
turning night into day, and 'vice cersd, as faras
regards soeiety and allloeomotion. No one leaves

his house until long after sunset, and visiting com-
menees ' sorne hours later. , T he morning being con-

sequently the time for repose, and the breakfast hour

!:
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nevertheless remaining the same. allthe year rourid,
the siesta is very essential, and is judiciously placed
between the dinner, which terminates at four, and
the hour for movement-Iiine, . when the Sevillano,
refreshed by. three or four hours sleep, and a fresh

toilette", is infinitely better disposed for the evening's
amusements than the denizen of more northern
climes, ' who rises at that or a later hour from the
chief repast .of the day, and is put en train by the Iess
natural and .less durable stimulants of the tableo

This mode of life presents other numerous advan...
tages. · -. Avery prominent one is the inviolable
divisi ón oí: time between society and solitude. We

suppose the hour foJ.1 .rising eight,-immediatelMafter
the chocolate,-that" oi' breakfast eleven- ~he ínter-

vening hours are solitary, and are frequently divided
nbet ween[ die pillow and the toilette; .while they...

are sometimes devoted to more useful oecupations,
and added to by earlier risers. From the family .
meeting at breakfast "until the dinner 'hour, thre é,
the time may be employed in business, reading,
in fact, in every one's habitual pursuits. No intrusion
is to be feared. No accursed idler lounges in'. too
interrupt with his compliments, or gossip, your letter

to your lawyer, or, if you are a lawyer yourself, that
to your' client; nor is the conscience of scrupulous
porters burdened with the mendacious" not at home." , .
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" These hours are sacred, .and 'guaranteed by "the.

very air, which .renders 'the streets impassable, but
leaves the cool court protected from the -sun's ray

by the .toldo, (canvas awning spread ata ' level with
the roof, .and which is reefed up at night like á sail.)
and 'refreshed by its ever-murmuring fountain and
cool marble pavement, to'.the peaceable enjoyment of
its owners. ' T he female .por tion ' of the family are

thusenabled .to devote ' themselves' 'to "h ouseh old

occupations, 01' to their favourite employments, with­

out having to undergo,until the second gefting

--- up in :the evening, the fever of a complete toilette;

wliich would, during ' the day, be .insupportable.

, 'I'he fime thus devoted to society;,isamHlysufficient; p

as. it . mayc be' p,rolonged, as eaclí .p'ar.t~ fee~~ . in­
clined, froni' an liour 01' two after ' sunset, until the
re~urning rays drive all back to their 'cool retreat.
. The night óf the festival of Sto John is, in Seville,

sacred, from remote time, ' to amusementvand fés-

tivity. .During the five or six hours 'of darkness

accorded by the Midsummer sun, the banks of the

Guadalquivir echo the gay ' melodious laugh, 'which

enlivens the animated buzz of the crowd; and the

morning ray gilds the úpper windows of .the

deserted houses befare their doorsare opened to the

supper-cravinjr population. The rite practised on

this occasion is marked by a simplicity altogether
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antique. The youth 'of Seville, that is the mascü­
line ' portion, have ,provided , themselves with small
'boxes, ccntaining .a sort of sugar-plum of .exquisite
flavour, One of these is held between the finger
and thumbof thecavallero, from .the moment he sets
foot on .the promenade, On the approach of a party
of .ladies he endeavours to distinguish, as ,far off as
the gloom permits, the .features 01' dress of .an already

. selected object ofpreference; 01',' if still .. free tú

make aselection, ~Olne countenanee possessed of
sufficient attraction to determine his choice. On
disc6vering 'the owrier of either ofthese requisites, he

~-_.-

watches a favourable opportunity, and approaching
the laCl.y, offers the bonbon, .

The 'señorita-' -0:6 ef)~rse unm árrieds--,-thus selected, .

is obligedto : accept , ~he complirnent 'if properly
oifered, as 'well as the .arm of tbe caoallero during
therest 'of the night; and, on arriving at her .house,
he receives. from her parents.t.or chaperori, as the
.case may be, an invitation to supper. , Should the
lady. be desirous of avoidingthe compliment, of
the approach .'of which she is usually aware,she
mustexercise her .ingenuity in putting obstacles
in the way of the attempt. · In this .effort many are
successful, since the peculiar mode of proceeding,
obligatory on those who make .the offer, affords
certain facilities. The condition is not binding on

\
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the fair .object of the < compliment, unless the Iips
reeeive the bonbon immediately from the finger
and thumb of the eavalier. .T his is a souree of
no small amusernent to the señoritas at the expense
of strangers from other provinees of Spain, Con­
seious of being the objeet of preferenee "of sorne
young beginner, or stranger uninitiated in the
mysteries of the rite-e-and who, let it be understood,
does not happen to be' an 'objeet of preference with
thern - theywill afford him every facility ofapproaeh,
and on receiving the present in the hand, will
repulse without "merey the luekless wight, whose
r.et iring steps are ,aeeompanied by peals of laughter

f.rom all the party . • d' I " 1 ' . G .~
mh ur 'f. Jnu .en1°1.1 p adAtbam. 'hadY1.: eneralire
'~ e mon o une 1S ucewise lS 1nguIs e uy

the procession of tlie Corpus Cliristi. " Ori ' this

JUnTR D J\ D oecasion aH' the principal streets are protected from
the sun bycanvas awnings; and from the windows ­
of every house draperies are suspended, the materiáls

of .which are more or less rich according to the
means of their respective proprietors. From an
early hour of the morning, ushered in 'by sunshine
and the gay orehestra of the Giralda bells, the vast
marble pavement of the cathedral begins -to 'dis­
appear beneath the momentarily increasing crowd.
Here all classes are mingled; but the most con­
spicuous are the 'arrivals from the surrounding
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villages, distinguishedby their moré sunburnt eom­
plexions and the showy colours of their costume,
contrasted with the uniformly dark tints of the
attire of the Sevillanos.

Here are seen also in great numbers, accompanied
by their relatives, the gay cigarreras, whose acquaint­
ance we shall .presently make in thejábrica de tabaco.'
The instinctive coquetry discernible" no less in the
studied reserve of their looks than in the smart step
and faultless nicety of eostume, indicates how easy
would be .the transition to the quality of the still
more piquant but somewhat less moral maja. ' The
1Jlack satin, low-quarter éd shoe is of a 'different
matefial; but the snow-white stocking, and dark
gueen skirt the same - and tlie blacK-velvet oor­
dered mantilla is fne icrentica~ one; which ,was Iield
tight 10 ' the .chin, when passing, the evening before,
under t lie city wallson the return from themanu­
faetory to -the faubourg at the other extremity of
Seville.

The procession, headed by a band of rousie, and
accompanied by the dignitaries of the diocese, and
civil authorities of the province, bearing cierges,
winds through the principal streets, and re-enters
the church to the sound of the two magnificent
organs, never heard in unison except on this anni­
:versary.The ,exterior of the principal portal is
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ornamented on this occasion with a ' sort of curtain,
which is said te contairi upwards of three thousand
yards of. rcrimson velvet, bordered with gold lace.
The columns of the centre nave are also completely
attired from .top to bottom withcoverings of the
same material. The .value of the velvef employed,
is stated at nearly ten thousand pounds.

Christmas-day is also solemnized at Seville, with
much zeal; but the manner of doing .it honour pre­

sents more of novelty than splendour. At the early
hour oí seven the parish churches are ' completely
filled. . The organ pours forth, from that time until
t:he termination of the service, an uninterrupted .suc­

cession of airs, called seguidilla»; from 'the dance to
wl1ich theyRtre. a(lapfeü. ,eOn Uíe gainery,~wl'lichl a(1- eneralít
joins the or.gan-[oft ofl eacH 'chur-cli, ame established

Rnn five 01' six muscular youths, selected for their un-
ti ring activity. Theyare provided each with a tam­
bourine, and their dutyconsists in drawing from .

it as much, and as varied sound as it will ,render

without coming to pieces. With this view they
enter upon the amiable con test, and try, during .

three or four hours, which of their number, employ­
ing hands,knees, feet, and elbows in succession,

can produce the most racking intonations. On the
pavement immediately below,' there is 'generally

a group, composed of the friends of the performers,
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as may be "discerned from "th e .smiles of Intelli­
gence dirccted -upwards andodownwards, Sorne of
these iappear, from "the animated signs of approba­
tion. .and encouragernent, with which "they reward
each .more "than usually violent concussion. v.to be
backers "of favouri te heroes. . During all this time
one 01' two priests are engaged before the altar ' in
't he performance of a series of noiseless ceremonies ;
and the pavement 'of the body of'the church is press­
ed"by the knees of a dense .crowd of'devotees.

The .propensity to robbery and assassination, at- '
t ributed by ' several "tourists " to ""t he population of
this cou ñtry, has been much exaggerated. The ima­
gin"ation of the stranger is usually so' worked upon
by; ' these "accounts; as to iI1duce 'h ini never 8"set
foot .outside the walls of wHatever city l1e irihabits,

n.without[ heing well armed, As 'f ar asregards the
environs of Seville, this precaution is superfluous.
They may be traversed in all directions, at all events
-with in walking distance, 01' to the extent of amoder­
.ate ride, without risk, .Far from exercising violence,
the peasants never fail, : in passing, to greet the
stranger with a respectful salutation. : But 1 can­

not be guarantee for other towns 01' environs which
1 have not visited. It is certain that equal security
does nut exist nearer the coast, on the frequented
roads which communicate between San Lucar, Xeres,

\1:¡
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and Cadiz : nor in the -opposite direction, through­
out the mountainpasses of the Sierra 'Morena. But
this state of things is far from being universal.

Iwould much prefer rpassiug a night 00- a .coun­
try road in the neighbourhood of Seville, to thread­
ing themaze of streets, which forro the south-east­
ern portian of .the town, mentioned above as con­
taining the greater number of the residences of
private families . . This . quarter is .not without its
perils. In fact, if dark deeds are practised, no situ-
ation could possibly be better suited to them. These
Arab .streets wind, and twist, and turn back on
·theln selves like a serpent in pain. Every ten yards
presents a hiding-place. There is .just . sufficient

, ~ightin~ up ,at nigllt ~d.rprev:ent l. Y0ur ¡disfingI9sh-e ne a/W
• lng whetHe:u tHe stleet is: clear or no~: and the

JUnTR nt RnnJ\groun~-floors of thehouses, in the winter season,
. are unlversally deserted. _ '. . ' . :

An e1fectual warning was .afforded me, almost im­
mediately on my arrival al Seville, against frequent­
ing this portian of the town with óut precaution after
nightfall, An aequaintance, a young Sevillano, who .

had been my daily companion during the first flve or
six days which followed roy arrival, was in the habit
9f frequenting with assiduity, some of the above­
mentioned streets. He inhabited one of them, and
was continually drawn by potent attraction towards
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.two others. In one, inparticular,-' he followed, a
'pract ice, the .imprudence .of' which, in more ,than one
respect, as he was much my júnior, 1 had already
pointed .out to him. ., A lady, as JOu have already
conjectured, resided in the house, :in question. '. My
.friend, ' like .·,many oí' bis ,compatriots, "sighed to
·many ;" .but he loved this one ¡ .and she was pr,e­
.oisely the one that "could'ne'er be his." 8he allowed
him, however, a harmless .rendezvous, separated from
all 'danger, 'as she thought, by the distance from the
ground to the balcony, situated on the first-floor,
~he lady being married, .and .regular visiting being
onl~ ' possible at formal intervals, these ' interviews

.liád by: degrees alaJ:minglx, as , appeared toAme; in- e p afj~

creased in, frequerici and a p.ration; untiI at le~gtlira y
during two hours eacH evening, roy acquaintance
pouredl fortllin a subdued tone, calculated to reach
-onlythe fair form which ,bent over the balcony, 'his
tender complaints,

The youth of these climes are communicative on
.subj ects which so deeply interest their feelings; and
whether willing or not, one is often admitted tú share
their secrets at the commencement oí an acquaint­
-ance, It was thus that 1 had ohad an opportunity of

lecturing my friend on the various dangers attending
the practice in which he was persisting, and of

recommending him ~the best advice of all being,
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oí' course, useless"-'to revive the more prudent
custom of by-gane ' times, .and ,if he v must offer
nightly incense to the object ofhis tire, to adopt ,t he
mode sanctioned by , Count Almaviva, and entrust
his vows to the mercenary eloquence of choristers
and catgut-s-to anything-i-01' anybodyvprovided it
be done by proxy. My warningwas vain; but the
mischief did uot befall him exactly inthe manner
1 had'contemplated.

His cousin opened my door while 1 was breakfast-
ing, and informed me that L-, - was in the house of
Don G-"- A-,-, and. in bed, having received a
wound the previous night from sorne robbers; .and
that he wished to see me. 1 found him in a house, .
into which 1 had' aIrea(ly ñee1t i~troauced~ tiein~ ene enerali e
of those he most f-requentell A a ed HaB been ipre-
pared in the drawing-room, all thewindow-shutters
oí w1iich were closed, and he' was . Iying there. :sur­
rounded by the family of his host, ' to whom was
added his sister. As he was unable to speak aboye a
whisper, 1 was given the 'seat by the bedside, while
he related to me his adventure.

He hadjust quitted the street of the balcony at
' about nine o'clock, and was approaching the house
we were now in, when, on turning a corner, he was
attacked by three ruffians, one of whom demanded

.his money in the usual terms, " Your purse, 01' your
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life 1" while, before he had itime 'tú ' reply, but was
. endeavouring to pass on; a second faced him, and
stabbed him in the breast throtigh his cloak. . .He
then .ran forward, followed by the three, down 'the

street, into the house,ánd up "the staircase ; the
robbers not quitting the pursuit until 'he rang the
bell on .thefirst -fioor. " The surgeon ' had been im­
mediately called, :and had pronounced him wounded
within-s-not an inch, but the tenthpart of an inch-.
of .his life; for the steel had penetrated to within
that distance of his heart. .

My first impression .was that the robbers were
acting .a part, and hadobeen hired to get rid of him,-----otherwise what ~er~ the utilit~ of stabbi~g him, ra y e P e fi e
when they might have rifled 'his Rockets without
sucH. necessity ? ' But this he assured me could not
be tHe case;as tlie person most .likely to fall lindel"
such suspicion, was incapable of' employing similar
means ; adding, that that was the usual ' mode of
cominitting .robb~ries in Seville. .1 Ieft hilll,a,fter
having .assured him :how much 1 envied his good
fortune : seeing that he -was in ' no danger, and -only
condemned to 'pass a week or two in the society of
charming women, .all zealously employed in nursing
him-c-for such was the truth-sone .of theyoung ladies
.belng supposedyand 1 fearwith .j ustice, to be the

object of his addresses,
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The ungrateful wretch convinced me by' his reply
(as we conversed in Frenchandwere not understood
by those present) that his greatest. torment was im­
patience to escape from his confinement, inorder to
see or write to the otherfair one. -

At the end ' óf a week h~ was sufficiently recovered
to 'be removed , to the hause of his family. . Fr()ID
certain hints, dropped during a conversation which
took place more than a' month after the event, it is
to be ,' feared that the knife of the assassin, in ap- ·
proaching ,so near to the . heart . of his intended
victim, succeeded.rby sorne myst érious electric trans­
mission, iilinflicting a positive .wound on that of

the lady' of the balcony. I ' AJh ' cnerañf
, ' A . e (1 a en r he' [ afterwartls learneCJ: tlíai ' le was usual for those e a

who inhabitéd or frequented tuis par~ ' of Seville,
J\ URand indeed all other parts, excepting. the few prin-

cipalthoro,ughfares and streets containing the
shops and cafés, to carry arms after nightfall; and
in shaking hands with an ' acquaintance,. 1 have

sometimes perceived a naked "sword-blade half
visible among the folds of his cloak. These .perils .
only exist in the winter, and not-in all rwinters ;
only in those during which provisions increase in
price beyond the average, and the season is more .
than usually rigorous: the poor being thus exposed
to more than the accustomed privations. "
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There are towns in which assassination and rob­
bery are marked by more audacity than is their
habitual character in this part of Andalucia. Of
these, Malaga is said to be one of 'the worst,
although perhaps the most favoured spot in Europe,
with respect to natural advantages. An instance of
daring ruffianism occurred there this winter. A
person of' consideration in the town had been found
in the street stabbed and robbed. His friends,
being possessed of much influence, and disposing,
no doubt, of' other weighty inducements to action,
tlie Rolice was aroused to unusual activity ; the'
murderer was arrested, and brought 'before the:

Alcalde ~rimero .. . ~ s:umniaF)r mocl~c0f. jurisprudenee.' ra y Generafífe
was put In practicp; and the cul I?r¡t was ordered for
execution on the following day. On being led from

JUnTR·Dthe p¡:esence of' the court, he turned ·to the Alcalde,
and addressinghim with vehemence, .' threatened '
him with certain death, in' the event of the .sen­
tence being puf in execution. The Alcalde, although
doubtless not entirely free from anxietyyvwas, by
the threat itself the more forcibly bound to carry
into .effect the judgment hchad pronounced.The
execution, therefore, took place vat .the appointed
hour. The' following morning, the deadbody .of

the Alcalde was found in a .street adjoining that

in which he resided.
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LETTER XXII.

INQUISITION. COLLEGE OF SAN TELMO. CIGAR MANUFACTORY. _

BULL CIRCUS. - EXCHANGE. _ AYUNTAMIENTO.

Seville".

IN tbe faubourg of Triana, -separated fromvthe
town by _tbe. river, may be,. distinguishedre~ains
of . the ancient . castle, which became tbe head-·
guarters of .the Inquisition, on its first creation,
in 1482. Thatlloüy, .was, howe:v.er, sliortly aaf:ter,!e e lit
wards, -compelIeñ to . evacuate . tlte Building; by a
great .inundat ion of _the Guadalquivir, ' which oc-
curred .in the year 16~6. "lt then moved into tbe
town, and, from that period to the close of its func-
tions, . occupied . an edifice _situated in the parish

of Saint Mark. Its jurisdiction ' did notextend
beyond Andalucía. The entire body was composed .

of the following official persons :-three inquisitors,
a judge of the fisc, a chief Alguazil, a receiver, (of
fines.) five secretaries, ten counsellors; eigbty quali­
fiers,one .advocate of the 'fisc, one alcayde of the
prison, one messenger, ten honest persons, two sur-
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·geons, ·and one por ter. For the City of .Seville, one
hundred familiars :for the entire district, the com­
missaries, notaries, and familiars, amounted to four
thousand. The ten honest persons cut but a sorry
figure in S?' long a listo Do they not tempt you to .
perodyPrince Hal's exclamation ." Monstrous !.but
onevhalfpenny-worth of bread ito 'th is. intolerable
deal of sack ?"

The In'quisition : 'oí Seville is of' an earlier date
than that of .T oledo, and was the-first .established in
Spain. 1t was likewise the most .distinguished by
the .rigour of its sentences. The actual Horrors of
the 'inquisito,ria,l vaults ·were, .Ihnagine, in general
much exaggerated.· A few instances of :sey;erity, e
accompanied .by a"in~st,~li~, skilfully 'designed. to
magnify its effect; was 'su fficiel~t · to set onfire the
inflam ma1:He , imaginations .of' .these sunny .: , r~gi:ons,

and to 'spread universal . terror. · 'I t ·was on. .find-
ing these m~al1s' insufficient for: the extirpation of
religious dissent, .that; ' .at iIength; ' executions . .were .

.decreed by wholesale. . Rather .than give .credit to
the voluminous list 'of' the secret ,..cruelties, which
were supposed by .many to o'ge .exercised by the mid­
night tribunals, .and .which 'could .have no .adequate
object, since .a conversión brought .about by such
means could not, when known, profit the . cause. I .

think it probable that all acts oí severity ~ere made
E E

( .
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as public as possible, in. vorder to employ the terror
they inspired as .a means of swelling the ranks of

Catholicism.
My opinion is in sorne measure backed by what

occurred at Toledo. On the lnquisition oí ' that
city being dislodged from its palace,-now the seát .
of the :provincial .administratión,-it .was expected
that the exploration of the subterraneousirange of
apartments, known to be .extensive, 'woúld bring to

light a ' wholeApocalypse of horrors; and all 'who
had interest enough to .obtain udmisaion, pressed in '
crowds to be ' present at the .opening. The ..disap­

pointment was immense , bn finding not : a single
piece of iron, not the shadow of a skeleton, not a square
inch of bloódstáin. 'E acn hidividual, Iíow~ver, a uring e alife
the perma ñerrc é of tñese triounals, liveü in .awe .of

TI their power , and ·the daily actions of thousands were
infiuenced by the Tear of -becoming the victims of
tbeir cruelties, whether real or imaginary,

The terror which surrounded the persons of their
agents invested .them with a ' moral ' powerv whieh .
frequently rendered them .careless of the precaution .

of p~ysical force in cases where .it would have 'ap­

peared to be a necessary instrument in the execution
of tbeir designs. This confidence was once well-nigh
fatal to two zealous defenders of' . the faith. The
Archbishop , of Toledo, subsequently ,Cardinal
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Ximenes ' de Cisneros being on 'a visit rat. 't he resi­

dence- of his brother of the see of Granada, it
occurred to themduring an after-dinner conversation
that, could they accomplish the immediate .conver­
sion of the few thousands of Moors remaining in
Granada, it would be the means of rendering a signal
service to the Catholic Roman Apostolic religion.

Inflamed with asudden ardour, and rendered
doubly fear less of results by th e excellence' of the
archiepiscopal rep ást, .they resolved that the projeet
should be put in execution that very evening.
, EYe~sihCe the Conquest of Granada; a portion

......-""'of the clty had been jippropriated to -the Moors who
thougnfproper to .remadn ; anat wno :veceivetl en a
t nat occasion the solemnassul:anée t liat ' no molesta­
tion would he offered to their persons or property,
nor impetliment thrown in the way of their worship.
Theirpart of'-the town was called the Albaycin, and
was separated from ·the rest by ' a valley. . It con­

. tained sorne twenty to thirty thousand peaceably
disposed inhabitants. .

The . two enterprising archbishops; ' their plan

being matured (although ~n~ufficiently, as . will . ap.;.
pear) repaired to a house bordering on the Moorish
quarter; and, calling together all the Familiars of
the Iriquisition whocould bemet with on thespur
of the occasion, divided them into parties, each of a

E .E ~,

JU
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certain 'f orce, and dispatched them on their errarid,
which was, to -enter the houses of'fhe infidels, and to '
intimate to the principal families thebehest of the
prelates, requiring thembY,-break of day, to .abjure

the - c ., errors of their - creed, and -to .undergo the cere­
mony of baptism,

But in order that' so ,meritorious :a work should
meet with _~ the Ieast possible delay, .all the children
under a certain agewe!e to be : conveyed rinstanta­
neously .t o the .houseuccupied .by ,the , Arehbishops,
in order thattheymightbe baptisedat once. '

, -

Theagents opened the cal?Jpaign, and had already
made awaywith a-certain .n.umber , of te~rified' in­
fants, whose souls ,·were. .destined to - be s~ved . ~4u~

uncerernoniously, :wnen -tne alarmbegan to spreatl;
and, -.at the _momen~ when the' twodignitaries, impa- '
t ieri t to commence operations-wereinquiringfor the- -

first ,batch' of unfledged heretics, an unexpectedcon-
fusion .of sounds was .heard to proceed simultaneously
from all .sides of the house, .and to increase rapidly
in clearness and energy: and sorne ','of the attend­

ants, entering, with alarm depicted _on .their coun­
tenances, announced -t hat · a .few " hundred armed

Moors had surrounded the house, and were search­
ing fol' 'an entrance.

It now, for thefirsttime, occurred to theconfeder­
ates, that difficulties might 'possibly -attend the execu-

',¡j '
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_ tion . of .theír. project; and their. ardour having had
nearly time to .cool, Archbishop Ximenes, apersonage.
by no means wanting .inprudence and energy, during
his .moments of .reason; employed the first instants
of the siege in .taking .what .preeautions the circum­
stances. admitted. : He. .n ex t .proceeded to indite ia

hasty line. . destined for the sovereigns Eerdinand
. . . .

and .I sabella, who . were journeying in the .province,
to inform .them of.his . situation. . and .request , i~­
mediate assistance, A black slave .was selected to
be thebearer .of the letter: but, thinking to inspire
lii.m .with .greater promptitude .and zeal.an .at tendant
thrust into his hand a purs~ oí nioney together with

the. documento .. .. . e c.

. :.. 'I'he _effect .of'. this :was.fne óppo~ite ~o tEat which
was intended. . Th é negro treated himself' .at ev.ery
house bf entertainment .011 his road ; ..until, ' before
hehad half .accomplished .his journey, he was totally
incapacitated for. furtber progress-.· This circum­
stancecould not, however, :infIuence the fate of
the besieged prelates ; .who.rwould have had time
to give .oompletesatisfaction to the offended Moors
before the King could receive the intelligence, For­
tunately for them, . the news had reached . the go­
vernor of Granadava generalofficer in whose . reli­
gious zeal they . had not ..had .sufficient confidence
to induce them to apply to ohim for aid in the emer-
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gency. That officer, on hearing the state:of things,
, sent for a body of troops stationed at a neighbour­
ing village, to whose commander he gave orders
to place a guard, for the protection at the same time
of the churchrnen fromviolent treatment, and of
the Moors from every sort of molestation. This
adventure of the Archbishop drew upon him the
ternporary displeasure of the Court.

The pu blic buildings of Seville are on as grand
a scale as thoseof .som e of the principal capitals
of Europe, The 'college of' San' ,Telmo, fronting
theChristina-gardens, is composed of two large
guadrangles, .behind a facade .of five or six hundred
feet in lengtli, the centre of which is ornamented
by a portal of ver);: elabórate execution in the plate-:
resco sty le. The architect, Matias de Figueroa, has

nn ntenan~ crammed the three stories with carved
colurnns, inscriptions, balconies, statues single and
grouped, arches, medallions, wreaths, friezes. With­
out subjecting it to criticism on the score of purity,

to which it rnakes no pretension, it certainly is
rich in its general ,effect, and one of the be~t spe':'
cimens of its style. This college -was founded for
the instruction of marine cadets, and for that reason

named after S. Telmo, who is adopted , by the
mariners for their patron and advocate, as Santa
Barbara is by the land artillery. He was a Do-
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mimcan friar, and is recorded to have exercised
miraculous influence on the elements, and thereby
to have preserved the lives of a boatful of sailors,
when on the point of destruction.' . The .gardens
in front of this building are situated between the
river and the town walls. .They are laid out in
flower beds and walks. In the centre is a raised

COLLEGE OF SAN,TELMO.

POR TAL OF SAN TEUIO; SE VIf ,LE.
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platform . of , granite, ,' forming a .long : square of
.about an acre 01' more ,in extent, ,surrouridedwith
a seat of white marble. ' I t is entered at each end
by an ascent oí two 01' three steps. This is called
the 'Salon, andonSundays andvFeast-days is the
resort of the society of' Seville. In the winter the
hour of the promenade is from onetothree o'clock ;
in the summer, the hourswhich-Intervene between
sunset and supper. ,During winter aswell as ,s~m­
mer, the scent oí the flowers of the surrounding
gardens fil1s the Salon, than which it is difficult
to imagine a more charming promenade.

T he cigar rnanufactory .Ts also situated outside
the walls. 1t is ' a lno4e,r~ edifice of enormous di- e
mensions, and not inelegante In one ' of the rooms
between two and three liundrea cig-areras, girls
em]>lo~ed :in rolling cigars, are seen at work, and
heard likewise; for, such a Babel of voices never
met mortal ear, , although familiar with the music

of the best furnished rookeries. The leaden róof,
which covers the whole establishment, fumishes a
promenade of .several acres.

1 amanxious to return to the interior of Seville,
, in order .to introduce you to the Lonja; but we
must not omit the Plaza de los Toros, (bull ' cir­
cus,) situated likewise outside the walls, and in view
of the river. 1t is said to be the handsomest In
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·Spain, ' as "wellias the Iargest, In' fact it ought to
be : the best, as ibelonging ,to:the'principal city of
the 'espeéial -province oí toreadores. .' It' is approached
by : the ~ gate r nearest to the cathedral, and which

deserves notice, being-the handsomest gate oí Se­
ville. .'I'lie rprincipal entrance .to the Plaza is on

·the opposite side from the .town, where the .building
presents: a large portion of a' circle,: 'ornamented
with plain archesround the upper .story. ,T his upper
portioniextends only round 'a, third partof the cir-

. cus, which .is the extent ofthe parí. completed with
noxes and galleries, containing the higher class seats:
1\1l .the .r émaínder consists of' an ru niform seriesiof

retreating rows on . ~ea.ts~ in ·the mann ér 01 an ainnhi­
theatre, .sufficient for tHeaccorrim0uation 0:6 'an ' im­

' roen'se multitude. ..These rowsof seats are 'continued
rouna fHe 'wliole circus : .but those beneath the upper .

building are not accessible to the same classof spec-
tatorsas the others~the price of the place 'being dif­
ferent. . This is regulated by the .posit ion with re~

gard 'to the sun, the shaded seats being thedéarest:
The upper story consists of an elegantgallery, orna-

·mented with a colonnade, in the centre of which the
box oí the president is surmounted by a handsomely
decorated arch,

The circus, measured from the outside, 'i s about
two hundred and fifty feet In diameter. Those who
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are · desirous of' witnessing to what lengths : human
enthusiasmmaybe carried, shouldsee a representa:
tion in this .r laza.. W ith seven prim~bulls from
La Ronda, ando a quadrille of Seville toreros-Othe

enormous circumference as full as it can hold, (as it
always is,) it is one of the most curious sights that
can be metwith.

The origin of this amusement is not easy to be
. ascertained, It was undoubtedly invogue 'among

the Spanish Arabs, 'and 'probably originated in the
. time of the Goths, on the falling off of the 'repre­
sentations of the Roman amphitheatres for want of
a sufficient supply of wild beasts, In times not very
remete, it had become 'pr,incipally an amateur. . per.:.
formance, 3;n<:1' the toreros rs ese men of rank, who
made choice of this arena, subsequently to the falling

TI i.nto(lisuse of the lists, in order to 'exhibit their
daring and dexterity before the objects of their .flame.
The science is still studied by the greater part of
the Spanish youth ; just as, in England, the custom

is maintained of receiving instruction in pugilism;
but an amateur is rarely seen in these days to figure '
in a public arena.

.The intense .interest which absorbs the feelings of

those present at these representations, affor~s a faint
notion of what must have been the attractions of a
Roman circus, in . which combats were sustained by
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