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Doña Juana his wife; and those of Henry the
Third, and Doña Catalina his wife.

Returning to the interior of the apse, and con­
tinuing in the direction of the north side, another
small passage and anteroom lead to the principal
sacristy, which cornmunicates with the next chapel,
called the Sagrario, and composed of three apart­
ments. The great sacristy contains sorne good paint­
ings, particularly the ceiling by Giordano-a modern
tomb of the late archbishop, Cardinal de Bourbon,
and a series of narrow doors, withinwhich are re­

~he first of these contains the crown and
bracelets oL the Virgin of the Sagrario: in four .
others are preserved magnifice:q.t ornaments oli silver, ra y Generaflfe
reBresenting emblemat;ically t:ne fOU F quarters of the

JUl1TR DglQhe. 1\ Each quarter is personified by a figure ·in-
vestea witli the attributes which characterize the
region she represents, seated on a large silver globe,
on the front of which is traced the quarter repre­
sented. The globe is supported by figures of ani­
mals. In the last of these recesses is seen the sword
of Alonzo the Sixth, who won Toledo from the
Moors. It is small, and unornamented, except by a

.' hilt of embossed silver, on which the arms are re­
peated four times. In the smaller sacristy within
are several good pictures, but not so remarkable as
to prevent their being eclipsed by the splendid 'robe
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of the Virgin of the neighbouring Sagrario, here ex­
hibited, extended flaton a semicircular board, such
being the form of the garment. '

No one knows the value of this treasure. : Dúring
the Peninsular War, the archbishop, in order to spare
the French Generals too great a temptation, con­
veyed it, together with whatever else deserved the .
precaution, to Cadiz. It is embroidered almost en­
tirely with pearls :on a tissue of silver; 'but none
of the silver is visible without separating the pearls,

diamonds, &c" with 't he fingers. Most of the larger
pearls possess the irregular ' ,sort of' . beatellshape
often observed in the best · specimens. Sorne ' are

~u:mbers of diamonds, rubies, and etber G e r erafi e
stones are admitted in the uBper nart, to 'yary ,and
enliven the eifectof the different designs of the

JUl1TR nI 1\ DemBroi(lery. In another casejs extended thefront-
piece, worn together with the robe, which is open
in front. The robe sits nearly in the fashion ofa
lady's cloak, but perfectIy stiff and ,widening as it

descends, so much as to make the figure .assume the
appearance of a triangle, of which the base is longer
than the two other sides. The opening in front
corresponds with the outline of the two sides, being
wider below than aboye, although not in as gr~at

a degree. This opening is occupied by the front
piece, which is much srnaller than the robe, but



CATHEDRAL OF TOLEDO. 135

still more valuable, being principally worked in .bril­
liants. It contains also every variety of precioús

stones, introduced as their colours may happen to ac­
cord with the designo

In addition to these is shown the dress of the
Bambino, similar in materials to the two others; but

the .pearls and diamonds more equally distributed.

But the marvel of this costume is the crown.'fhis
ornament adds to the splendour .of .its materials, the

most exquisite and elaborate workmanship. 1t would

require h?urs' to appreciate the labour andtaste dis-
'p la~ed in all its .details. Marshé:)lSoult, could he

.......----but see it, would order masses for the soul rof the

prelate wJio spared him such a temptation. AT he día- G f'~

monds: ' especially, tJiose whi~liecompose ªcrosg Turra Y ene a 11
1

niount ingthe centre, are or t l1e purest water, antl of

JUl1T Dr immense(size. But in the midst of the dazzling and
harmonious intricacy of this gem of all eolours, there

is a centre of attraction, which tookmy fancy more

than the rest.. Immediately undel' the centre ,hall,

an irnmense spherical emerald, which supports .t he

diamond cross), is a small bird suspended on a hook ,
within the crown. AH the 'parts of . this hird
are composed of white enamel, except the body,

around which the wings, legs, neck, and head, are

attached, and which consists of a pearl of an oval

forrn, about the size of él sparrow's egg. The move,
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n

ment of the statue during a procession, keeps the
bird (hanging from its hook) in constant agitation,
and produces the effect of a living bird enclosed in a
cage of precious stones.*

A pair of bracelets, possessing no less magnificence
than the crown, but rather too heavy and bulky to
be graceful, are suspended in the same recess, and
worn on the same occasions.

It should not be forgotten, as a proof of the judg­
ment shown in the choice of ornaments, which, as
far as regards the front, consist principally of dia­

~---monds, that the complexion of the Virgin of the
......_.- Sagrario, is more than dark-in fact, quite blnck.]

~he innermost of the three aRartments forming the G r~

, chapel of the SagrariJl is cJllea-3tneeOcHavo~ antlrisY enera I e
• the deposit of a coUection of reHcs of al! k:inds. It is

1\ an octagon, surmounted at an elevation of more than
ilouble its diameter by a dome ornamented with
excellent painting. The walls are faced with the
best Spanish marbles. Each of the eight sides con­
tains an open recess reaching to the first cornice­
an elevation of about twenty-five feet; and in these
recesses are contained all the valuable relics belonging

JUnT

* The crown was valued in Cadiz at a hundred and sixty thousand
pounds, of which the emerald, which supports the cross, represents
forty thousand.

t She is of a wood, whether artificially 01' naturally, oí a tint be­
tween the darkest mahogany and ebony,
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to the cathedral; - a rich display of silver statues,
reliquaries, coffins, chests, and crosses of gold and
silver, sorne containing jewels of great value. A silver
statue of Saint Ferdinand wearing a golden crown
is among the objects rnost worthy of remark; also
a cross containing a portion of the true cross, pre­
sented to the ' cathedral by Sto Louis. This and
several other relics, such as a phial containing the
Virgin's milk, aportion of our Saviour's purple gar­
ment, &c., were presented to ithe cathedral by Sto
Louis on bis return from the east, and are bere pre-
served, togetber with the letter in bis own hand­
writing, wbicb accompanied them.

The Virgin of the Sagrario receives by fa~ the
greatestsBare of devotion brought to tbe numerous
sbrines of this vast temple, even greater than that
offerea at fBe high :altar. More rnasses are per­
formed at her ralt ar than 'at all the others added
together. The aisles facing her antechapel are
constantly filled with a crowd of kneeling votaries.
She stands in the second enclosure, turning her back
to the Ochavo. An iron railing separates her apart­
ment from the first chapel, which is usual1y open
to the aisles. , She stands consequently in full view,
magnificently robed in a fac simile irnitation of her
pear1 dress, the original being only worn on one or
two occasions during the year.
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The interior of the Capilla Mayor, is .órnamen ted
with several rows .of statues, .and sorne handsome

funereal .monuments, forming toge.ther a sort of

transparent wall of sculpture .on each of its sides.
In the midst of '~ 'series: of'mitredarchbishops; and
coroneted princes, .t he figure ·of a peasant occupies
one of the .most ··conspicuous positions, .I t stands

on . the :left side, as :YQu face · t he."High Altar, and
about twenty feer -from the pavement.. .'r his .statue

repr~sentsa celebrated historical p~rsonage. Alonzo
the Eighth,when .penet rating across the Sierra .Mo­
rena into Andaluciaein search of the Moorishjirmy

under the King of .Morocco, Mahomed ben .J acob,

was in : danger of losing the frui t .: ofhis exertions,

in bringing tog~tñer tne fo~ces Iof -tlíe ~ings oP ~rá~ .
gon and Navarr,e, togetnep ~itli ,u túnerous other

Dconfeder~tes. . He had led .th~cohibined . ~r~y .intc
a défil é, In WhICh he 'would have had to receive .the

attack of the Moor at ,an insuperable disadvantage.

The .hostile forces occupied a height called the
, Puerto del Mirada],

It was at the moment that .retreat was the sub­

ject of deliberation, that a peasant presented him­

self,and offered to guide the army out of the pass~

Having assured · himself of the man's sincerity,

Alonzo put himself under his conduct, and was
led to the summit of the mountain, where he

; ~ '
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JU

found himself .on the 'border .of" an iin~ense 'plain~

This decided the great .victory of las ~avas , de
Tolosa 'gained over the ,1\1oo1'.s .on. the J6th of
Jtily/l~l~.: Alonzo ordered a statúeof the pea~

sant to be placed in ithis .cathedral. . He . is 1'.epre­
sented in a 'costume not unlike that of an ancient
Roman rustic.a sort of tunic .reaching ,to the knees,
and his faceis 'covered with a profuse beard. .
'. ' .The interior of the choir is the work of Felipe
de Borgoña, and Berruguete; .. the :latterhaving b éen
employedvafter thecleath of' -Felipe de ·Borgoñavin
15~8, in eontinuing . the sculptures. .. ..T he . entire
south side was left for him to complete; after which

.L....-__'-_

he ' 3:ad~d a group . i~ .mar~le: r,e.l?~e~entin~ .. the .~rans-a y e e alife
figuratio ñ, placed rath.e1' lnJ ~aICl()llSl F; smce it out-
tops the .; screen 01' back of the choir; thus ipre-

D ' se~l ting ' tó,the viewof those who 'enter from the
western 01" grand entrance, and who . are more
likely -to .have .come .with the .intention of viewing
the ornaments, than the canonswho ,are seated in

.. .. .

the .choir-s-tlie back of the subject, or rather, forms
which represent nosubject .whateyer. There is a
Virgin on a pedestal in the centre of the eastern
end of the choir, turning her back to ~he bronze
railing which separates it .from the transept. This
statue has occupied its present position ever since
the .erection of the cathedral; and it is probable
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would long since have quitted it, but for a still
greater inconvenience consequent on its removal.
The attempt was recently made, when a mass of
water issued with much violence from beneath the
pedestal, and putting to flight the canons who were
assembled to preside at the operation, instantly
inundated the whole church. . The virgin occupies
probably the site of the fountain which must have
been the centre of the court, at the period of the
existence of' the mosqueo However that may be,
he spot is the exact centre of the present edifice.

At the two eastern . angles of the quadrangle,
formed by the intersection of the transept and
principal na,:e, . close . to the railing of the capilla
mayor are two pul]its on bronze, excellently
wrought; supported on short pillars of rare marbles.
. JX tall pyramidal Gothic edifice * of gilded ·and
painted wood, rising to the full height of the ceiling,
stands in front of a colurnn of the second nave from

* The Author has in every instance made use of the word Gothic,
in preference to the employment of any sort of periphrasis; con­
sidering that the chief intention of a name is, not that its applica­
tion should accord with its derivation, but rather that it should
present to all who know it, or have dictionaries, an identical mean­
ing, in order that the idea of the individual employing it may be
speedily caught. Now the word Gothic having always been applied
to this architecture, it is comprehended. A dismounted highway-

. man is termed a pad, The oblong area in the centre of Madrid is
.called a door, "What 's in a llame?"
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thenorth side. AIl its sides are open, and furnished
with bronze railings, through which is seen an altar,
raised on three or four steps. In the centre of the
altar is inserted a marble slab-a highly prized relic,
being the stone on which the Virgin placed her foot,
on the occasion of her appearing in the cathedral
in propriápersona to the Archbishop San Ildefonzo.
This peculiar favour bestowed on the saint-,-and a
robe with which she invested him with her own
hands,were bestowed, according to the historian
Mariana, in recompense of his zeal in opposing the
doctrine of the two Frenchmen, Pelagio and Hel-........._.-
vidio, whose writings and preachings tended to shake

the 6elief in the vir~ipitYr0f. the, SJvi0~r'~ motller.. ra y Generafife
'Illle occurrence is thus described ~ e .
. "The night immediateIy .preceding tlie feast of

JUl1T Dthe rAnnunciation, the archbishop entered the church,
surrounded by several of the clergy. As they en­
tered, the cathedral appearcd filled with a brilliant
light. Those who accompanied the saint,overcome
with terror, turned and fled. Remaining alone, he
advanced to the foot of the high altar, and fell
on his knees; when, on the chair from which it was
bis custom to deliver his exhortations to thepeople,
-clothed in more than human majesty-appeared
the mother of Christ, who addressed him in the
following words :-' This gift, brought from Heaven,
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JUl1T

shall..be the reward. of .the ivirginity which thou hast
preserved in thybody, -j oined with 'purity of mind,
and ardour of faith; and for having defendedour
virginity.'

"Having thus spoken, she placed on him, with
her own hands, a robe, which she commanded him
to wear on . .the celebration of her festivals, and
those ofher Son." ,

The representations of this scene, from which .is
derived the claim 'oí superior sanctity assumedby
this cathedral, are multiplied both in marble and on

.---- canvas in aH partsof theedifice, as well as in .almost......_.-
all the churches of 'T oledo. . Jn most cases, the .ex-
ecution oí .t hem has been . intrusted t ó .unskilful L . •

hañds, The best sReQmeneis fnat 'executeüer¿nml rble Generan e
over tbe small aTtar I Rave just .noticed. 1t is re-

n malnkable for the graceful and good-humoured ex-
pression of the Virgin, and the easy, almostmerry,
demeanour of her celestial attendants.

The marble box which contains 't he Host is let
into the altar-piece, of which it appears to' form
a part of the surface, only .projecting slightly as its
sides are convexo Turning on a pivot, .it presents
four .different fronts, each representing, in well ex­
ecuted relief, a different scene in the Virgin's life.
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CAFÉS. WEDDING CEREMONY. CATHEDRAL CONTINUED. ALCAZAR

HOSPITAL OF SANTA CRUZ. .CONVENT OF LA CONCEPTION.

MYST~R.IOUSCAVERN. CONVENT_OF SANTA' FE, 'OR OF SANTIAGO.

SONS-IN-LAW' OFTHE CID~

Toledo .

.QNE or · the first contrasts between this ' ·and

. other countries, w~ic~ forces itself.en ~h~ obs€Jya- ra yGenerafife
.tion, is tlle .amalgamátiG>~of · the .different classes
of society in public places of resort~The grandee

JUnTR n is far.:n@o supe oí his personal importance and con­
sideration, to entertain any fear oí its being
diminished bycontact with those of inferior rank .:
and the peasant ' is .far too .proud to . importune
his superiors by any indiscreet. efForts al familiarity.

At Burgos 1 found the Gefe politico, 01' govel'nor
.of the province, sippinghis Iemonade -in the evening
at: the café; his .elbow vbrushing theback ofa
mayoral of 'a:diligence, and surrounded by an assem­
blage of all classes of the male inhabitants of the
town. . These cafés are 'curious establishments; they
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are divided into two classes-the Café, properly so
called, and the Botilleria-in which tea and coffee
are not usually called for, but all the other refresh­
ments of the café; such as helados (frozen beverages
of all sorts), sorbetes (ices), liqueurs, wines, &c.
These latter are the resort, in sorne towns, of both
sexes, and indeed the cafés also in a less degree.
But tbe etiquette in these things differs in the

different provinces.
At Madrid, wbere foreign customs first penetrate,

ladies are rarely seen in these resorts ; by which they
are considera.ble losers. No doubt, were the at- .
tractions of French cafés sufficiently powerful, your

......_-- sex would not have withered tbero, b~ their disdain, .

into the unchr.ilized dens which tlie)í ate. :You 1 r'e
not of course inviten oy tñe billiard talHes, 01' by
the aHurernents of black coffee and cognac; but
were the waiters to set before you a tumbler of
frozen lemonade after a Julyevening's dusty walk,
you would speedily bring such habits into fashion.

. .
Much as the refreshments of Spanish cafés have

been celebrated, their fame is surpassed by the
reality. It is only when you have panted throu~h a
southern sumrner's day, and breathed an atmosphere
of fire, that you are disposed to receive the illustra­
tion of the full sense of the word refreshment; and
it is then they hand you a brobdignag goblet, brim

'1
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fullof frozen .orange-water 01' · Iemonade, 01" snow­
white orgeat-which, froIn the imperceptible inroads
madeby the teaspoon . on its 'closing-up surface,

, appears likely to last you the whole night. 'I'hese
,and iother similar luxuries, including the ices, at
wbich those of a Grange 01' Tortoni would melt with
jealousy, are 'pIentiful in second and 'thi rd-rate
towns, and rank among the' ~necessaries of life, rather
tban as objects of indulgence. They are ofcourse
cheap, 01' it would not answer,

'I'hepoor apply to the ,distributors oí iced barley­
--w-a~ter" . who carry about ,a sort of · cask, strapped

between their shoulders, and containing ice in the

centre, to maint~i.n . th~ frigiditiYJ [of the beverage. ra y e rali~

By Iowering and: ad:vanaing the left shoulder, the
vendor pours the contents of the cask through á

D small necK el' pipe into the glasses; which he carries

in a' flat basket with cellaret partitions. A tumbler

. of this costs a halfpenny; its irribibing occupies two
or three minutes, and assuages for hours the suffer­
ings of the thirstiest palate,

At Madrid, the cafés have each its , political..
colour ;except that called :del Principe, after tbe

adjoining .theatre. In this, politicsure less charac­
terised, literature having here taken upher quarters,

It is probable thatshe is a less profitabIe customer,

being habituallyless thirsty. Accordingly, on put-
L
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ting your head into the door, you see a ' saloon far
more brilliantly lighted up than the others; but
the peripatetic doctrines seem to prevail. Few per.,.

. sons are seated at the tables; and instead of the
more profitable wear and tear of broken glasses,
the proprietor probably finds substituted a thankless
annual item for worn out floors. In the same street
there is a club; but tbis is an exotic importation
and on the exclusive plan, not quite of London, but

of the Paris cercles.
In the cafés ofToledo, on the days of fiesta, the

fair sex predominates, especially in summer. The
great resort is, however, the Zocodover, from nine
to ten in the evening. This little irregularly
foumed plaza · is crowde€l ~iRe an assembiy-room, e a
and possesses its rows of trees, altHougH al respectable
oak would almost fill it.

1\ soirée has occasionally been known to be given
in Toledo, but it is an occurrence of much rarity, .
and mostly occasioned by sorne unusual event,-the
arrival of a public singer, 01', still more unusual, a
newly made fortune. The other evening I was
admitted to one, the pretext for which wasa wedding.
This ceremony takes place at the residence of the bride,
and although a subsequent formality is necessary in
the Church, its delay does not defer the validity of
the union, nórits consummation, The wedding-
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day arrived, the families and friends of both parties
assemble at eight in the evening.

The bride was distinguishable by a white veil or
mantilla in the middle .seat of a sofa, between her
mother and sister, who rose to receive the guests.
A narrow table had been dressed up into a tem­
porary altar, and furnished with a crucifix and
candles, AH the party being arrived, a priest left
his .chair,and entered án adjoining room to robe;
on his reappearance the company rose and flocked
round the bride and bridegroom, who stood together

___before the priest, doiug penance each with a long

wax-light in the right hand, held in a muslin hand-

kerchiéf P.C. Monu enral de la Alhambra yGenerafife
The ceremony lasts aoout ten minutes with:out any

cliange of }?osture. The priest departs to' unrobe;
Dthe miserable bride and blushing bridegroom receive

felicitations; and all resume their seats, and look
at each other,

Presently chocolate was handed round, and an
attempt at conversational murmur commenced, after­
wards ices. And now the minist.er took a formal
leave of the company, after complimenting the
bride, Two 01' three other holy roen, obedient to

the signal, carried out their interminable hats before
them : when a sudden revolution broke out. At

the closing of .t be door on the hindmost ecclesiastic
L 2
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ea

the bridegroom rushed ito the altar, .and -graspi.ng
with one hand the . crucifix.iand with the othertwo
OL the candlesticks, ran to theiapartment that.Jiad
assumed. the' character .of . vestry, and deposited them
there, _followed by officious .fr iends .bearing the re­
maining iart icles, until every.awe-compelling symbol

had disappeared.One ortwo guitars were ext~acte4

from :their hiding-places under sofas.and sent forth
careless butJively preludes, ' The .menstood up and
circulated ; : the women. talked " and laughéd; :.a

quadrille.was speedily formed, and concluded; waltz­
ing .·followed; 'and 'forfeits" and whatever youTike,
ánd -. '" .t he:.arrangements were ori a .scale. oí costly
magnificence, and the festi vities were nrolonged, ·&c."

. . e
_ But these events are rareoi n ,'Fole4o. . mhe every-

day amusements . consist., in . an ".infamoiís . theatre,
anfi the. promenade ;:.this is .only on Saints" days ;
buttheseare almost every day.On six .or, seven

occasions in the year, these promenades are absolute

events, .and much looked forward .to. 1t 'is .necessary

to.inquire .which is -,.the promenade patronisedby

.the .sain t of the great day,whoever he is, and take

.yourplacein .the .t ide.for no, one absents himself. .

Dresses .for th~se 'celehrations , are things pre­
meditated; and. .the . effect.iproduced. . ando allvthe

.little . events and . r~nco~tres . of .the : day form .for
.veach belle, thrilling .subjccts of retrospection. Man-

n
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tillas maybe .trimmed, and innocent 'plots .woven for

these occasionsvwithout danger of' disappoint.ment
by clouds orstorms ; and .instead of the Yirgin .being

imploredthat the . sun ~ay shine,who never disap­
pointsthem, .she Oís .somet imes requested .t o inspire
sorne ruse .. for . i.a " momentary : escape from his too
searchingeffulgenee. · '

Here. may fair foreignersfeast their eyes on fawn­

coloured maJos,whose every step (although no more
exalted beings than butchers, postilions, horsedealers,

and sueh like) would .be envied iby Antinous and

............_lt~ollo. 1 should .advise "no veils, nor winkings,' nor
blinkings on these oceasionsybut eyes wide open->

.......~~-
.for ',never more ~t~e . R~Fenées eonce , reRasse.~ ~ á\v,ill ra yGenerafife
their ..orbits expand- to the , fdnms and costumes of

blackguards half so beauti ful,

JUnTR D E ut .1!liese are ' subJects slightly unsuited to .the
interior -uf the eathedral, of our presenceIn which

.we are evidently forgetful. The Mozarabic Chapel,

founded by'. Cardinal . Ximenes .. de : Cisneros-is situ­
ated under the southern tower, and contains a Vir­
gin and Child executedJn . Mosaie, and .a curious
oldfresco painting; representing the battle of Oran,
at which .the .Cardinal was victorious over the Arabs.

This chapel iis set-apart for the performance -of: the
Mozarabic -ritual, still retained by a portion .of the

population of' Toledo, and the exercise .. of .which
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was continued in severaI churches, until the closing
of sorne of them at the recent revolution,

The Arab conquerors of Spain exercised towards
the religión of the country, the most complete -and

liberal tolerance. AH who preferred remainirig in the
conquered towns to flight and exile, were .allowed

to retain a sufficient number of places of worship
for the free exercise of their religión. On the sub­
sequent .introduction of the Italian rnissal, those
who retained the ancient gothic forrns ~ere called
Moz árabes (rnixti Arabes, according to sorne, from

their service being the same as that in use during
the co-existence together of the two creeds). A
more probable origin is attributed -to the expres­
sion by sorne antiquaries, wno derive it frorn Muza,
the name of tbe :l\tloorish general. The mass of
the Ghristians whohad taken refuge in the Asturias,
applied the term to -their brethren, who preferred
accepting from -the Arabs what they considered a

degrading tol erance. The fol1owing singular mode
of decision was adopted for the purpose of settling
the question between the two missals.

The King, Alonzo the Sixth, the Arehbishop Don

Bernardo, and the court, were among the advocates
of the new missal, which, being adopted in Rome,
they were very desirous 'of establishing on the oc­
casion of the restoration of the Christian supremacy

]50
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at Toledo. The mass of thepeople were attached
to their ancient forms. It was resolved that the
question should be decided by an appeal to a sort
of neutral ipower : and Mars was selected, proba-
bly on account of his being a person disinterest­
ed in the affaire A champion was chosen by eaeh
party, and a day appointed for settling the differ­
enee by single eombat. Aeeordingly, the court,
the elergy, and the people being assembled, the
representatives of the two missals took their sta­
tion, lance in rest, and on the appointed signal
spurred to the encounter; The aneient missal was

appsoved of by the warlike god; but the King
and his narty wer~ <;lissat;sfied with the result'-. and
resolved on another t rial; ~ large fire was lighted

in the principal plaza, and the two missalswere

thrown in to it.
Again the aneient . forms conq~ered, the rival

. parchment having caughtthe flame and being drawn
out in a blaze. The populace now commenced a
cry of triumph; but, to their great disappoint­
ment, the King, in his quality of umpire, pro­
nounced a judgment which he might as easily have
put in execution before the trials: namely; that
considering that the Roman Missal, although on
fire, was not eonsumed, they were both equally

agreeable : to the deity - they should therefore both
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152 FRESCOS AND LIBRARY.

be 'preserved, and that sorne of the 'more ancient
churches should continué the exercise of · the Moz­
arabic service, while the Roman vritual should be
established in the metropolitan temple, .and in the
greater number of the parishes.

Before we leave the cathedral, the 'cloister claims
our attention. It is ·a·spacious and handsome quad­
rangle, inclosing a garden. . The eastern 'wall is
adorned with excel1ent ·· frescos of comparatively
modern date, and all bearing the same signature-e­
Francisco Bayeu. , There -are seven 'subjects . on

that side. : being . the . number of intervals ~ corre-. ·
sponding .with the arcades, and three more continuing

down another- side. The best are two, taken. fromG e
the history of 'Saint ' Casilda '; .and . three troro that
of San " Eugenio, nrst: arch15i shop of 'I'oledo, rnar­
tYltised in .France. The arcades on the east side
are shut in by large pieces of sailcloth, in ' order
to protect the paÍntings against the sun's rays,

The library .of .manuscripts . belonging . to . this
cathedral isdistinguished rather by the quality than

the quantity of its contents. It is approach~.d by
a staircase communicating with the cloister, and

is a handsome room. It contains a copy of the
Talmud on the papyrus leaves, and in the Coptic
dialecto The following are also among its ·t reasures :
The 'Book of Esther in Hebrew, on a single .piece ~f

-- - - - - - --- --- ----_._.__.__._- --_.•._- _.-.-,.:: 1-_. ---;;:~ -,.H -=" -..::::; :- ;..u: ': - .. - - . -¡-r - -
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153ALCAZAR.

parchment ; two .bibles. of the seventh century, one
of which belonged to Sto Isidore; the missal used by
Charles tbe Fifth in the . monastery of Yuste ; the
poems of'Dante. rmanuscript of the poet's time, with
illustrations, .the laws ~ of Alonso theTenth (sur-

named .the .wise), and a volume of his ·poetical works,
withthe rnusicopposite those intended ~to be "sung ·: .

.two . ancient Chinese volumes, . one on botany, the

:other on naturalhistory, both illustrated. '.
The next edifice 1 visi tedwas the Alcazar, ' the .

.Iargest ·and most conspicuous building in Toledo. 1

'expected to find t?ere sorne Arab and Roman remains,
having so read in . rnore than one tour. It was -not
until sorne time after my; visit that 1 obtained the

. . e
.information that the Moorish Ralace occupied ' a

different site. T lie present comparatively modern

builaing is principal1y of two epochs, On the .east is

the original portion erected by Alonzo the Sixth. . The

entire .north and south fronts are probably additions
of Philip the ' Second. . .The whole ' partakes of .a

divided character between castle and palace r it is not

remarkable for any .architectural merit, possessing
neither beauty as apalace,nor solidity as a :fortress '; ~

and having been occupied as a military position during
the war of the succession, and more recently in that -,

of independence. . its being already a ruin, before its

modern appearance would seem to .Iegit ímize such:

...._--.----c-- .-- - -- .--.~
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a state, causes no surprlse. But its position is
superb. Oceupying the most elevated point of the
town, it far exceeds tbe wbole by the immense height
of its walls, and commands an admirable view of the
surrounding country. The only objeet deserving
notice in tbis ruin is a eolossal stairease, whieh
occupies an entire side of tbe eourt,-' a length of
about two hundred and fifty feet,-and is orna­
mented by a light and elegant colonnade. This

, edifice ceased to be a palace on the final establish­
ment of tbe eourt at Madrid, and after some time
became the manufaetory whenee issued the famous
silk and. velvet brocades, the fabrieation of which has

now ceased, . O?t: iWith whie~3r.rc>ledo for.p1erl~ sup- e eralf
plied the wardrobes 0:6 the COUl!t, and the well-g ár- '
nished sacristies of Spain's wealthiest cathedrals.
l IDescending from the Alcazar through the Plaza de

Zocodover, and thenee towards the bridge of Alcan­
tara, a few yards from the Plaza bring us in view of
the facade of the Hospital of Santa Cruz, or " de los
niños .' exp ósitos," - foundling hospital. The insti­

tution owes its origin to the Arehbishop, Don Pedro
Gonzalez 'de Mendoza, called the Great Cardinal
of Spain. Although death prevented his witnessing
the execution of his projeet, his fortune, adminis­
tered by his next relatives and executors.c-the
Queen ' Isabella, and 'the Duke of Infantado,-was

:-----:~~=~.~~-----.-----.------ '-.-.:------- - -.-- .~-:-:-- . ---..- ::::::- .-.----- -. --j . ,~ ·7 "- , .. ':t:.. .~~.., . ~



155HOSPITAL OF SANTA CRUZ.

employed in the erection of' the buildings, and in
the endowment of the establishment. The plans
and conditions were not even drawn up until after
the Cardinal's death ; arid they were never entirely
put in execution. .The church consists of one nave, of
a length out of all proportion to its width and eleva­
tion. 1t was to have been crossed by another of the
same proportions, with the exception of the elevation,
which was to have been eigbty feet in both. This
combined with the length-about three hundred and
fifty feet, as is seen in the existing nave,-would have
renCl:ered the edifice one of the most extraordinary
in existence. The altar was to have stood in the

centre of the inter~ec~ion o:fLJ the two cJa'V,es~A !As it
is, the long bare interior looks ás tbough it had been
destined for a picture gallery or Iibrary, but rather

DfoD t;He latter from the low-coved roof of cedar,

and from the inadequate .dist ribution of light. To
the left of the altar is seen a portrait of the founder ;
and on the opposite side, about a hundred feet fur­
ther down the nave, a large Adoration,-' a superior
painting, especially with regard to the colouring: the
author unknown.

There are two largecourts surrounded by arcades :
'one of them is a model of lightness and beauty, and
contains in one of its angles an admirably orna­
mented staircase. The architect of the Santa Cruz

J nI
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was Enrique Egas, who alsobuilt the ' celebrated
.hospital of the same narne vat Valladolid. .He de­
signed the whole according to the style then in­
troduced, after the pointed vstyle had been aban­
doned, and which · in Spain. received vulgarly the
appellation 'of Plateresco, . frorn rthe .ornaments re~

sembling the embossingof a silversmith, '1t is .also
confounded with the Renacimiento. The Plateresco
style, from the too great liberty it afforded the archi­
tect, of setting aside the classic models, and follow-
ing his own inventions, has produced in . Spain,
more than 'in any other country, (from there being at
that period more wealth devoted to .the construction

.oí public mon~~lents there than éelsewhe~,~ th <aevil eneralf
effécts resulting from iU-guiEled and unrestrained
powers of imagination. , Fortunately, liowever, a few

U al fcnitects existed whose more correct taste kept them
within sorne bounds ;and who, in deserting the old
models, replaced themby a style, if less pure, yet by
nomeans inelegante 'T he architect Egas appears to
have partaken of both naturesat different moments ;
for, while his court above-mentioned is a specimen of
consummate grace and good taste, the entrance front
of (he building is one .of the bad examples .of the
style of the periodo .

The establishment covers a ,large space, abouthalf
the extent occupi~d by the double palace of the
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Arab kings of Toledo . The remainder of' the site
contains two conveI1.ts,-· tbat. Oí. Santiago, and that
of' tbe Conception. . "The , hospital .was conducted
formerly on ascale proportionate to tbe extent of its
accommodation ; but it 'is now .no more tban a remi,

, niscence ;', tbe revenues having probably been incor­
porated in the recent registrations •of national. pro­
perty. The-number of inmates at present enjoying
tbe benefits of the foundation amounts ,to foúrteen

only.
. T he Convent of la Conception adjoins the hospital
of Santa Cruz, From tbeexterior . are seen two

......._c__li_urches, 'placed in close parallel contact, and. each
composed ,of , a single nave. Both 'are I evidently¡

. ,
very . ancient, one fieing in t!h:é Nrao st~le .; .But
.the form oí. the otherrenders it probable _that
it is the more ancient of the two. You are dis­

appointed after being shown . this last, oñbeing

informed that the Moorish portion is forbid­
den ground,. being appropriated by the TIuns ' to
their private .use,and ' possessing ' no ' commumca­
tion with th é .adjoining edifice, ..bu t. ' a curtained
grating, thráugh 'which its secluded inmates as­
sist at religious . services. _In .t he public church,

a singular ornament figures on . a, conspicuous
part of the wall ,near the entrance; it is the carcass
of. .a ' . Iarge ,_crocodile, fixed v., high. enough . to , be

p
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out of reach, although no one would be likely to
purloin so unwieldy a curiosity. We are told the
animal frequented the neighbourhood of Toledo;
where, under cover of the pine forests, which form­

erly extended far over this mountainous region,
its existence had long filled with terror the few
travellers whom their mercantile pursuits compelled
to pass within its accustomed haunts: that at length
a knight (it was in the reign of Ferdinand and
Isabella) clothed in a full suit of armour, rode forth
from Toledo, fully resolved to try conclusions with
the monster, in order if possible to immortalize his
name throughout the surrounding regions,by ridding
them of so dire a scour.ge. t The battle tooko Blace, e

.. I d
and victory cleclaring fos the k:night, whose name
unfortunately does not figure in the legend,-he
asselpbled the peasants, and had his enemy's carcass
borne in triumph to Toledo, where he made a
present of it to the convento

While on the subject of traditions, it is worth
while adverting to a cavern, the entrance of which
exists in tbis part of the town ; and which is said to
extend to a distance of eight miles, passing under the
Tagus. It is related that somewhat less than a
century back, the government ordered this cavern
to be explored; but the exploring party was met
at the commencement of the descent by so violent

¡" -
1
¡"

: ~



159MYSTERIOUS CAVERN.

a gust of wind, as to extinguish all the torches,
and the courage of the explorers, for the attempt
was never resumed. The failure by no means con­
tributed to diminish tbe mysterious qualities attri­
buted to the cavern, on the subject of which the
wildest notions are currently entertained.

A worthy and excellent native of Toledo, to whose
antiquarian enthusiasm (a quality doubly valuable
here from its scarcity) 1 am indebted for sorne in­
formation and much entertainrnent, undertook one
day to enlighten me with regard to the origin of this
subterranean curiosity. Commencing by warning
rny credulity against the innumerable fables current

----o-u"" the subject, and which only; resembled each other
• . u

in their absurdity and imRossibility, he adciled, " mhe
real fact is this,-the cavern is the work of Hercules,
who e¡xcaiVated it for the accommodation of' .the
assernblies of the people, whom he instructed in the
elements of magic."

The convent of Santiago, or of Santa Fé, or of
Las monjas santiagistas, 01' Las cavalleras, occupies
the portion of the ancient Moorish alcazar, rernaining
from the site of the two last-mentioned buildings.
It is built round two courts, one of which is divided
into planted parterres, intersected with brick-paved
walks. The architecture of this first court is very
simple "; it consists of a plain arcade <?f semicircular

-----------------~
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arches supported on squarepiers, and a repetition of
thesameon the first story. From this court opens '
the parlour of the Commendadora or ,abbess, and the
choir, which forms a continuation. of thepublic
chapel. There is also under the arcade afolding
door, which, when opened exhibits acollection of
small pictures attached to it, as on the leaves of
an album, and others suspended against the portion
of wall it eneloses. "I'he centré painting of these
.last represents the Mater doloro-sa wceping over the
deadbody of her Son. It has inuch of the manner of
Alonza Cano" and is an admirable painting, more ,
eSRecially the dead body : the superior, however,
did not know. the name ofl the .art ist ., She. com-

- e'
plained bittei:l:y¡ eL the loss of a first-rate picture
of ' the Divino Morales, whicli formerly .occupied the
nlace of ih er little collection, and which .was .taken
possession of by Marshal Soult.

The second court is highly ornamental owing to

the elegance of its arohitecture; and its magnificent

proportions : it is a 'long quadrangle; the pillars

.helow are very lofty, and support the gallery aboye
without intermediate arches. 'I'hey are not of'.a pure
design, the shafts being too long for their diameter :
in other respects they imitate the Tuscan order.
Those of the arcade 'aboye are Ionic; hUÍ". the effect
here is .destroyed. by walls and windows, which llave
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161CONVENT OF SANTA FÉ.

been constructed in their intervals, for the purpose
of converting the open gallery into a warmer
corridor, The walls beIow are cIothed to the height
of about four feet with the azulejos, 01' porcelain
mosaic, of the sort originally.employed by the Arabs,
and from which the ornament took its name, being
blue and white, without any other colour.

Opening from this court is the Sala Capitular
a handsome saloon used on occasions of elections
of the Commendadora, 01' other solemnities, which do
not take place in the church. It contains a portrait
of the sister of Sto Ferdinand,-a member of' the
communify; and a curious picture of Sto lago
leaaing to victory. the christian arm~ of Don Ramiro

bthe First. In fuIfilment of a pr~mise mane to tÍU ra y
~ing the night precefling tHe oattle of 1tIlJayde, the
ap0stte, aeco:nüing to the historians, led the army in
person, mounted on a milk-white . charger, which
cantered along at a sufficient elevation over the
heads of the combatants, Oto be visible to all ; thus

inspiring, simultaneously, bis protégés with con­
fidence, and the Moors with terror. From that
victory the Spanish war-cry of Santiago is said to

derive its origino
The buildings on the north side of the large

court stand on the brink of a perpendicular rock,
overhanging the faubourg on the Madrid side of

M
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'I'oledo.und commanding right and left theluxuriant
vega, to an extent of from forty to fifty niiles. Over
the highest story of this portion of thebuilding, -and
forming a eontinuation of the rock, a Belvidere has
been constructed, the roof of which is supported
by -piers, leaving aH -the sides open: it _forms a
promenade of about a hundred feet in length, by
twenty-five in width. .

The regulations of this -convent are much less
strict than those observed by _all other religious
communities. It would -not otherwise have been
possible to obtain permission to visit the establish­
mentin detai1. The monJas caoalleras (knight­
nuns) of the military order of Santiago, take the
whiteveil oniy, and not thl olack. If a íifun inlie~its e
a property, sHe obt:ains permlsslon from the council

D of military orders, sitting at Madrid, to absentherself
from the convent for the purpose of transacting all
necessary business. The same permission may be
obtained in cases of illness. In taking the vows
there is no prostration beneath the veil. The novice
crossesher hands in akneeling posture, and takes
the oath on the Gospel. One is struck by something
invincibly puzzling in this amalgamation of military
regulation with --religious hierarchy and female .

seclusion. They call themselves knights; their
abbess, commander. The king, as Grand .Master

i i
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ofthe military orders(since .Ferdinand the Fifth)
of'.Calatrava, Alcantara, and Santiago, is their reeog,
nised chief; and whenever military mass is required
to be performed, the troops march into their chapel
to beat of drum,

1 was even assured that these recluses are not
obliged to refuse a hand offered for a waltz, if it
belongs to an arm having a.n epaulette at its óther
extremity; and that such scenes are known to occur
in .the presence of the commandress herself

Ou1' party, formed for the visi t to this convent,
ha:v.ing been presented to the superior, she ' gave
directions to a nun to show liS every part of the
establisbment. This sister, who, we were told,
Dore the title and rank of seBeantess (sarg~nta),
possessed the remains of greaí 15eauty, and her

(pr~bablY1~ forty summers had not injured her
commanding and graceful figure. No sooner had
she ushered us into the choir than she left us for an
instant, and returned with her mantle of ceremony,
-the costume 'in which they take the VO"Y, and in
which theyappear on all occasions of solemnity. 1t
was with evident satisfaction that she performed this
part of her duties of cicerone; nor was it to be
wondered at. No costume could have been invented
better calculated to set off her natural advantages.
It is composed of ,a sort of white serge, and appears

MQ

___________________---1.
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to have no seam. Attached round the shoulders
it sweeps the ground "with a train of fouror five
feet. A cross of scarlet cloth, boundwith dark
brown edges, and of a graceful form, figures on the
portion which covers the left arm from the shoulder
to the elbow. The white cap, gathered all over into
minute plaits, rises into two parallel ridges, which
passing over to the back of the head, imitate the
forro of a helmet. Two large lappets descend to the
shoulders and complete the costume, which is en­
tirely white, with the exception of the cross. In
walking round the choir to display to us the effect of
tliis dress, the fair santiagista was a model of majesty
and grace. "

T . d . f · h ehll·al Alha . a .. le e a f eo JU ge rom er Fep les to OU! guestlons, it
would appear tñat tHe system of softening the

TI sev.erity of monastic seclusion, and of partial and
occasional communication with the beings of the
outer world, instead of producing more content­
ment in the minds of the recluses, may possibly
tend to unsettle them, and render them more dis­
satisfied with their loto When asked how long
she had inhabited the convent, she replied with
an unrestrained and most pathetic inflation of the
chest, moreeloquent than the loudest complaint­
"A very long time; nearly twerity years." The
white mantle, she told us, was an object the sight



CONVENT OF SANTA FÉ. 165

COSTUl\IE OF A MI LITARY NUN.

of which always gave birth to serious .reflect ions ;
since it was destined not even to quit her after
death, but to serve also for her shroud,

The nun's choir is entirely separated from - the
public chapel, with the exception of two gratings,
which admit to the latter the sound of the organ,

. and through which the nuns have a better view of
the church than the public can obtain of the choir,

e
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this being less lighted, and on a lower level. Near
the choir a small oratory of' no greater dimensions
than about seven .feet square,appears to be the only
remains extant of theArabbuildings, 'which occupied
the site. The ·ceiling is hemispherieal, and orna­
mented in the Arab style; and one of the walls
contains a niche surrounded by Arab tracery, 1
should mention likewise a fountain in the garden,

. which bears a similar character.
These nUTIS live less in community with eaeh other

than those ofother convents; in fact, their life re­
sembles in many respects that of independent single
ladies. Each inhabitsher own suite of apartments,

and Keeps h~r ?wrt servant. t R en ~olitarM ~el?astsa are\.J enera ife
prepared in hell own seEarate kitchen, and at the
hour chosen by lierself. Once a-year only, on the

JUl1TR Dr 1\ Uoceasion of the festival of the patron Apostle, the
community .assembles at dinner. The common re­
fectory is at present let to strangers, together with :
other portions 'of the convento The novice who
wishes to enter this convent must be of good .family,

(proof of noble descent being demanded up to grand­
fathers and grandmothers inclusive) and possessed of
property. Of theentrance of the present commen­

dadora into the con vent thirty years since, a romantic
story is related. She belongs to a family of rank in
the province of La Mancha.L-and it is worth men-
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tioning, that she recollects Espartero's father, who,
as she states, served a neighbouring family in the
capacity of cowherd,

A match, de convenance, had been arranged for her
by her parents, on the accomplishment of which .they
.insisted the more rigidly from her beingknown to
entertain an attachment, the object of which was
disapproved. No resistance being of anyavail; . the
wedding-day was named j and she ,was 'taken t o
Toledo for the purpose of making the necessary pur~

chases for the occasion, , I t so happened that she was
received bya relative, a member of the community

~--
oí Sánt~agistas ;ánd whethershé confided her pains

to t~e '~osoIÍ1 ,of th!~ r~lative, an~' . :xielded to her .Reli~ ra yGenerafife
suasions-i-nuns belng usually: glven, to proselytlsm ;
or perhapsacting 'on the impulse oí the moment;

JUl1TR she . élecláreCl! on the morning after her arrival her re­
solution .never to q úit the convent ; preferring, as she
resolutely affirmed, an entire life of seclusion, to an
union with a, roan she detested. Instead, therefore,
of the wedding .dresses, a mantosicapitular was the
only ornament purchased.

The property of this establishment remaining for
the most.part in possession of the respective original
possessors, and not forming a common stock, the
'conscient ious scruples of the revolution made an
exception in its favour, owing too which it is not
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reduced to SO' destitute a ' condition 'as ' that of the

other unclosed converits. The nuns ofSan Cle­
mente - the principal convento'of Toledo, and of
which the abbess alone possessed prívate property,
are reduced to alife of much privation, as are als ó
those of all the other convents, Sorne obtain pre­
sents in return for objects of manual industry, such
as dolls" chairs, and other similar toys. Those of San
Clementehad, and still have, a reputation for supe.;.
rior skill in confectionary. A specimen .of their
talent,ofwhich 1 had an opportunity of judging in
the house of a friend of the abbess, appeared to me
te)' warrant the full extent of their culinary fame.

~hey do no~, ~ow;ev:er, exercise this art fo~ gaina At ene a ¡fe
San C~emente, andJno doubt at al1 the others, the
new government-oesides' tlieconfiscation of aH rents

JUl1T ' Dr 1\nu ana l~ossessions in money and land-seized the pro-
visions of corn and fruits which they found on
searching the attics of the building.

Immediately below the ruined modern Alcazar,
and facing the Expositos, is seen a vast quadrangular
building, each front of which presents from twenty
to thirty windows on a floor. It is without orna­
ment, and is entered by a square doorway, which
leads to an interior court. It is now an inn, called '
Fonda de la Caridad, but was originally the residence
of the Cid, who built it simultaneously with the
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"erection of the Alcazar, by Alonzo the Sixth, shortly
after the taking of the town ; Ruy Diaz being at that
time in "high favour, and recently appointed first
Alcalde of Toledo, and govemor of the palace. " lt
was on the occasion of the first cortez held in this
town, that the hero demanded a formal audience of
Alonzo, in which he claimed justice against bis two
sons-in-Iaw, the counts of Carrion . .

These were two brothers, who had married the
two Countesses of Bivar~ " On the occasion of the
double .marriage, a brilliant party had assembled at
tne Cid's residence, where a11 sorts of festivities had
succeeded each other. . Tbe two bridegrooms, finding
themselves, during ~ t~ei)j ~r.esence in this knightly
circle, " in positions ealculatedd to test their mettle,
insteadof proving themselves, by a display -of un-

Dequalleü ya;}our and skill, to be worthy of the choice
by which they had been distinguished, gave frequent
proofs of deficiency in both qualities; and; long
before the breaking up of the party, their cowardice
had drawn upon them unequivocal signsof contempt
from many of the company, including "even their
bost. Obliged to dissimulate their vexation as long "
as "they "remained at . the .ch áteau of the Cid, they

concerted a plan of vengeance to be put in execution

on their departure.
They took formal leave, and departed with tbeir

a¡fe
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brides for their estate, followed by abrilliant suite,
No sooner, however, had they reached the first town;

than, inventing a pretext, they despatched all the
attendants by a different route, and proceeded on
their journey, only accompanied by their wives. . To­
wards evenirig the road brought them to a forest,
which appeared to offer facilities' foriputting their
project in execution. ' Here they quitted the .high­
way, and sought a retired situation.

1t happened that an attendant .of the Countesses,
surprised at the ' d~termination of the .party to di­
vide routes, had been ' led by curiosity to 'follow
tliem unobserved. This follower, after 'having waited

sorne time ' f?r .tpeh~ retum- to .the chigh-road, lJene~ enerafife
trated into the midst- OP the.woe>d, in order' to. dis-
cover thecause' of the delay. ' He ' found .the two

JUnTR n Rnn ürides lying on the ground, almostwithout cloth-
ing, and covered with blood, 'and .learned that they
had just been .left by their husbands, who 'had been

scourging themalmost to death.
It was against 'the 'perpetrators of this outrage

that the Cidpleaded forjustice, A certainnumber

of nobles were selected by Alonzo, and .directed to
give a 'decision after hearing the accusation and the

defence. The offence being proved; the Cóunts had
nothing to urge in extenuation, and judgment was
pronounced. AH the sums of money, ' treasures,
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gold and silver vases and goblets, and precious stones,
given by the Cid with his daughters as their dowry,
to be restored; and (at the request of Ruy Diaz)
the two Counts of Carrion, and their uncle, who
had advised them to commit the act, were con­
demned to enter the lists against three of the fol­
lowers of the Cid. The last decision was moment­
arily evaded by the Counts; who urged, that, hav­
ing come to Toledo to be . present at the cortez,

.they were unprovided with the necessary accou­
trements. The King, however, insisted that they
should not escape so mild a ' punishment, and re-
Raired himself to Carrion, where he .witnessed the
combat, in which, i~ i~ neediess to ap.d,- the culRrits ra
carne off 's écond best. . g]ne márndages 'Being, at the

same time, declared null, the Cid's daughterswere
shoi:tly aFterwards married a second time;' the eldest,
Doña Elvira, to Don .Ramiro, son .of Sancho, King

of Navarre ; and . the yoúnger, ' Doña Sol, to Don

Pedro, hereditary Prinee oI'Aragon ~

e p afi e
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STREETS OF TOLEDO. EL AMA DE CASA. MONASTERY OF SAN

JUAN DE LOS REYES. PALACE OF DON HURTADO DE MENDOZA.

Toledo.

W E will now hasten to the opposite extremity of
tRe city, where the monastery of San Juan de los
Reyes lays claim to especialinterest. But 1 alpeady
hear you ci:~ ' for merciY, and exclaim against tlíese
endless .coh ven ts ana monasteries; the staircases,

UJ\c0urts" and corridors of which cause more fatigue
to you1' imagination, than to the limbs of 'those who,
however laboriously, explore their infinite details.
Infinite they are, literally, in Toledo; where the
churches, the greater number of which belong to
convents, are not seen, as elsewhere, scattered singly
among the masses of the habitations, but are fre­
quently to be found in clusters of three 01' four,
whether united by the same walls, 01' facing each ·
other at the two sides of a street. It may, perhaps,
afford you a short relief to pick your way over the

T
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somewhat rugged pavement of a few of the Toledo '
streets, and take a survey of the exterior town, which
our present destination requires us to traverse in
its entire extent. 1 must inform you that, for the
success of this enterprise, the stranger stands in
absolute need of a pilot, without whose assistance
his embarrassments would be endless.

Toledoscarcely boasts a street in which two
vehicles could meet and continue their route. · Most
are impassable for a single cart; and, in more than
one, 1 have found it impossible to carry an open
umbrella. Such being the prevailing width of the
streets, tlieir tortuous direction causes' a more serious
inconvenience. He who has attenl;p.ted the task oí r:

U o m' ra y\']T Heseus, in the maz'es of SOIne moaern garuen
lab;y.rinth, will compreñend tHe a:lmost inevitaBle
consegaence of relying on his own wits for find-
ing his way about Toledo,- namely, the discovery
that he has returned to his point of departure at
the moment he imagined that .half the town se-
parated him from it, This result is the more fa-
voured by . the similarity of'. the streets and houses.
No such thing as a land-mark. AH the convents
are alike. You recollect at a particular turning,
having observed a Moorish tower; consequently,
at the end of the day, the sight of the Moorish
tower leads you on, buoyed up by doubly elevated
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spirits, in the required direction, most anxious to
bring .the tiring excursion to a close: but this tower
leads you to the opposite extremity of the city. to
that you seek, for tbere are balf a dozen Moorisb
towers, all alike, or with but a trifiing difference
in their construction. ·

N or is this obstacle to solitary exploration unac­
companied by another inconvenience. 1 anude to

. .the continual ascents and descents. The surface of
the mountain on which Toledo is built, appears to
have been ploughed by a hundred earthquakes, so
cut and hacked is it, to the exclusion of the smallest
-ex tent of level ground. To carry a railroad across
it, would require an uninterrupted . succession of .
alternate viatlu~ts ana tunrrttis. eIn ~on~equJece of neraflfe
this peculiarity, d íe losing one's way occasions

J\nn nnuch fatigue.To do justice to the inhabitants,
an almost universal cleanliness pervades the town,­
an excellence the attainment of which is not easy
,in a city so constructed, and which gives a favour­
able impression of the population. I t is one of the
towns in which is proved the possibility of carrying .
on a successful war against the vermin for which
the Peninsula has acquired so bad a reputation, by
.means of cleanliness maintained in the houses.

In the house I inhabited on my arrival, 1 had
suspected for sorne days ~n unusual neglect in the
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duties of . the housemaid. :to .whose department it
belonged to sweep the esteras or matting,which
serve .for 'carpets,- from .the circumstance of my
having beeri visited by one ortwo unwelcome tor­
mentors. I ventured a ' gentle remonstrance to 'the
ama (landlady), stating myreasons for the suspicion
1 entertained. Ithappened that on the previous
day I 'had mentioned my having been shown over
.the Archbishop's .palace. . 'I'his she .had not for­
gotten; for with a superb coolness, scarcely tobe
-met with out of Spain, shé replied, " Fleas! oh, no !
· si~ ! ~e have Done here,-you must have brought
them with you from the Palace." . Satisfied, how­
ever;: with fiaving maintained. her dignit;y. of. land,
lady, she took care to have tli é nuisance remoyed.

This ama, as may oe already juagea, was a . cu­
n riosity. . In the first place, she was a d warf. The

Spaniards are not, generally speaking, a more dimi­
nutive racethan the other inhabitants of Southern
Europe: butwhen a Spaniard, especially a woman,
.t akes it into her head to be small, they go beyond
other nations. . Nowhere are seen such prodigies of
exiguity. . The lady was, moreover, deformed, one of
her legs describing a triangle, which compelled her
in walking to imitate the sidelong progress of a crab.

.Possessed of these peculiarities she had attained, as
spinster, that very uncertain age called by SOIne
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"certain," but agreed by all to be nearer the end
than the commencement of life.

Although not an exceptíon, with regard to temper,
to the generality of those whose fate it is to endure
such a complication of BIs, she nevertheless on
frequent occasions gave way to much amiability,
and especial1y to rnuch volubility of discourse. She
was not without a tinge of sentimentality ;' and when
seated, fan in hand, and the mantilla puesta, on
one of the chairs shorn of alrnost their entire legs,
which were to be found in al1 parts of the house.->
she made by no means abad half-length represen-
tation of a fine lady. ,

Sne had apparentlM: eex:ReriencedAsorne bQ~ theenerafife
sorrowsaneI aisaRpointments incident todhumanity;
and on sucE occasions liaa frequently, no doubt,

JUnTl\ n J\nn for.m~tl the resolution of increasing, although in
a trifling degree, sorne religious sisterhood, of which
establishments she had so plentiful a choice in her
native city; but, whether on a nearer approach,
she had considered the veil an unbecorning costurne,

. .

01' her resolution had failed her on the brink of '
the living tomb, the project had not as yet taken
effect. The turn, however, thus given to her re­
fiections and inquiries, had perfected in her a branch
of knowledge highly useful to strangers who might
be thrown in her way. She was a limping ency-
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clopedia of the convents and monasteries of Toledo; VL

and could announce each morning, with the precision 1' 11

of an almanack, the name of the saint of the day,- ii
1.1

in what ichurch or convent he was especial1y feted, ' ,"¡ij,
andat what hour ithe. ceremony would take place. ~:I :

She was Iikewise rze fait -of" the foundation, ancient ,~:¡ '
11\

and modern annals, and peculiarities of every .sort t/

whichbelong to every religious establishment of the !~ I

many scores existing in Toledo. Her administration ~i
of' th.. e household affairs was admirably organized .:¡:

!..I
owing to her energetie activity. Her love of cleanli- :11

ness wouldfrequently induce her to take the sweep- \¡.;

.......- in-g· denartrnent into . her own hands-a circumstance . -¡ti
~ . ij

~vh~c:h was sure to r,en,den. t~e o~erat,ion d0uhl}r¡ sJl~-bra yGenerafifE¡ ~
cessful, for the brooms, whichjin ~ eledo . arenot \1

provided with ~andles . or 5roomsticks, were exactly 1\

of a lengtH sUlted ·to her stature. Before we take t
leave of her, here is one more .of her original replies, \,

. . 1 complained tri her at breakfast .that the eggs 1,.,,1,:

were not as fresh as usual; and, suiting the action .1

':il

to the word, approached .the .e gg-cup containing the Ij

opened one so near to her, that .the organs of sight ~.•,
and smell could not hut testify to the justice of nlY ¡l

reclamation. , Shrúgging her shoulders, until they l'

almost reached the leveLof the table -and with "
t

much contempt depicted on her countenance : "How
could .it be otherwise?'" she exclaimed, "the egg

.JUnT
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was taken a quarter of anhour ago -from "uuder

the hen; but you have broken it at the wrong .end."
The monastery- called San J uande los Reyes, was

founded by Ferdinand and Isabella, on their returri
from the conquest of Granada, and given to a fra­

- ternity of Franciscan friars. An inscription to this
-effect in gothic characters runs round the cloister
walls, where it forms a sort of frieze, in a line with
the capitals of the semi-columns. The inhabited
part of the establishment is in a state of complete
ruin, having been destroyed by the French during
the Peninsular War. The -cloisters are, likewise, in
a" semi-ruinous state : the part best -preserved being

{he éhurclr ; ~lthough that cwas not entirely sR(;1f.ed,e
as may be sURRosed f.JJom its having been used as
cavalry stables. "
l IT'lie choice of a situation for the erection of this
convent -was perfect in the theri flourishing state
of Toledo ; and, even now, its picturesque position
lends a charm to the melancholy and deserted re­

mains still visible of its grandeur and beauty. It
stands on the brow of the cliff commanding the

termination of the chasm already described as
commencing at the bridge oí Alcantara. It com­
mands, therefore, the ruins of Roderick's palace,
placed a few hundred yards further on, and on a

-lower level; still lower the picturesque bridge of

:-- - .._-_ _ ~ _-._. __ . ... ... - ._ _ • _ _ r ,., . ..•_ • • _ _ . _. . .. _ - -- _ _ . _~ .. ~ _ .. . ._._. - ....__ .• . . ._ _ ----
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Sto Martin, striding to the opposite cliff over arches
of ninety feet elevation, and the lovely vega which
stretches to the west.

This monastery was one of the most favoured
amongst tbe numerous royal endowments of that
·period. 1t is said that its foundation was the result
of a vow pronounced by Ferdinand and the .Queen
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before the taking of Granada. In addition to the scale
of magnificence adopted ithroughout the entire plan,
~he royal founders, on íts completion, bestowed a
highly venerated donation -the collection of chains
taken from the limbs of the Christian captives, res­
cued by them from the dungeons of the Alharnbra.
They are suspended on the outside walls of the two
sides of the north-eastern angle of the church, and
are made to form a frieze, being placed in couples
crossing each other at an acute angle; while those
that remained are 'suspended vertically in rows by

~-_ . fours 01' fives, in the intervals of the pilas tres.
......---- The interior of the church is still sufficiently

entire to give sorne idea of it~ o~iginal splendour. 'f

1 d· . . . nu 'h e a u r,.Cl A a Ji a d enera le ets rmensions are rat el' more thán two un re
feet in lengtñ, By eigHty in widtR, ana as many in

JUnTR Dr R Dheiglit-excepting over the intersection of the nave
and transept, where the ceiling rises to a hundred
and eight feet. These dimensions are exclusive of
three recesses on either side, forming chapels open
to the nave, there being no lateral naves 01' aisles.
The style of the whole is very ornamental; but the .

~ast end is adorned with an unusu~l1 profus~on. of
sculpture, The transept is separated fróm the east­
ernextremity of the building, by a space no gréater ,
than wo~ld suffi~e for one ' of' th~ arches; and' its
ends form the Iines, which being proloriged~' con-
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stitute the backs of the chapels. The royal arms,
, supported by .spr éad eagles, are repeated fivetinies

on each end-wall ; separated respectively by statues
of saints in tbeir niches, and surmounted by a pro­
fusion oí rich tracery. These subjects entire~y, cover
the wallsto a height of about. forty feetcatwhich
elevation. another ínscription in honour of the

. .

founders runs round thewhole interior. The tran-
septs notobeing formed by open arches, the sides
afford space for a repetition of the same ornament,
until at their junction with the nave theyare ter­
minate(lb~ two half-piers covered with tracery, and
surmounted by ·-semi-octagonal balconies, beneath

whieh toe in itials 0:6 FerClinanil, 3mll lIsabellaf\made bra yGenerafi e
to assume a fancy sRaRe, ann sunn10untea 0M co-
ronets, are introduced with singularly graceful effect

But tfle clliefattraction of tbis ruin is the cloister.
A small quadrangle is surrounded by an ogival 01'

pointed arcade, enriched with aH ~he orna~ent that
style is capable of receiving. 1t encloses a garden,
which, seen through the airy-web of ,the ,'surround­
ing tracery, must have produced in ' this sun~y -.re­
gion a charming effect. At present, one side -.being
in ruins and unroofed, its communicationwith the
other three has been interrupted; and, whether 01'

not in the idea of preserving the other sides from
the infection, their arches have been closed nearly


