
tlie utlnost, exactness, by severa1 writeis : Lshall - - 

merely:add, that not one of them can be accused 
of exaggeration. 1 have ' sead - mapy origina¡ re- \ 

S cords of trials whi& filled me with horror, nos - & J J :  : 
3 ,! 

could 1 regard those wh6 had recourse to such ilt ' 
means,' in any other light, than men coolly and 1'' 

11 ; 
deliberately barbarous. . ~ h k  supreme council was ' . [y 

. , 9 
frequently obliged to interdict the torture, more 
than once in the same trial : this segdation was, . 1 i 
however, 'rendered nugatory, by an abominable 1 subterfuge. ' The cessation of torture, rendered 1: 

necessary when the victim's life happened to be - - f 
. . i;~ 

' endai-i&ire-d, was, thenceforth called a suspension,' - 8 :  

as in the case of Salas ;,'so that the instant an ac- . 

cuked recovered f r o i  the effects of his first essay, 
a second, and even a third was rnade.8 I t  is quite 11 t i  

- - -unnecessary;" mys Llorente, c c  , to dictate . the &. I /  
judgrnent whicn futüre kenerations will; pronounce i! 

on such conduct. The chamber of torment was 1 hi 
always under ground, and the approach managed 
m as to prevent the cries of the tortured from . 

Y 11 
being heard, even within the walls of the Holy 

1 .  

. * .  

1 - 
2 

I . .  

* The sole object of the torture was evidently. to multiply the 
"umbir of victtm~: indeed, mani Cases are cited, both by Llo- .. , 

1 
'ente, and other writeni, of pers6A who denounced hundreds, 

I 
while on the fatal bed ; amongst whoni were often found parents 

1 i 
relatives. If, 'as frequentl~ happened, a victh recanted . 

what rnight &ave beeii extorted in the hoar of swfferiiug, he was * - 

instantly taken back to-the chamber of torment. 



,418 ' DUSGEONS 0%' THE INQUISITION. 

Office ítself." Llorente thus concludes the chapter, 
. in which the torture is treated ; c6 my pen refusec 

to retrace the pictuie of those horrors, for there 
can be nothing more oPposed to the spirit of cha- 

' 

rity anci compassion, so often' recommended by 
Christ to his followers ; and  yet,. there is not, 
even in the nineteenth c e n t q  any law that abo- 
lishea the torture !"* , . 

: The subterranean cells were of .different 
, depths ; those at Zaragoza and Madrid, which ' 

a I have seen, though not more than from twelve 
.to fifteen feet below the leve1 of the street, were 

rC 
Y--- - damp and loathsome ; nor can 1 imagirie how any 

person could possibly exik for many days in such - 

dreadful receptacles. Some of them. reminded , 
I 

me of the Damusos, Yoticed in my letters from 
- ..-- : .. - - . -  e-Sicily, and used in the criminal procedure of ' 

that Island. I understand; from an eye witness, 
who visited Valladolid soon after the entry of the 

. r 

, - French there, in 1809, that there were three 
dungeons in the Holy Officé of that place, above 
thirty feet deep, 'and that they coufd be entered 
only from the top. This contrivance was, no 
doubt, suggesteg. by the subterranean vauh of 
ancient Rome, destined for starving the v e s @ &  
who had transgressed the barbarous ' v o k  
knows, toa, bat that many of our fellow crea- 
tures have - shared a similar fate at Valladolid .! It > 

* The above remark was made in 1818. ' 

d 

1 



* 
TORTURE OP ?HE PENDOLA. '419 c 11 ti:,/ 

/ 1 .  <' g a ,  
m~st 'be confessed, the agents of the Holy Office, \I!! ,e/ 
yere not ' very partkular fiom whom they bor- ;l.! 

1'4 !, 
rowed n e ~  modes of punishment ; - their first - 5 11 
object seems to have been that of never omit- 

. ting any opportunity of tormenting poor human 
' I! 

nature. . 

I t  is very generally believed that a portion, at . 
,R 
1". 
, (  

kast, of the instruments of torture, were re- - 1; stored witK the Holy Office, in 1814 ; and if rep~rts,~ . I 4  P; 
which 1 have heilrd, both here and at Zaragoza, 
be true, it must have been resorted to in several [ 
instantes. Amongst the memoranda found on LÍ I \i: 

the walIs the Inquisition here, &e, ifter de- l! 
claring t l ~ e  innocence . -.. of . the xriter, points out , 

his mother as-the accuser : another seems to have 
been traced by a victim upon whom the, torture . . % S  

- - 
of' Lb ~enaola had been exercised. This was - . ,, . 
performed by placing the sufferer in a chair sunk 
into ' the . earth, and letting water fa11 on the 
crown of his head, from a certain height, in sin- * 

gle drops. Though far from appearing so, the '. 

Pendola is supposed to have been the most pain- 
f ~ l  operation practised by the defenders of the 
faith. In a third inscription, dated on . the 1 l t h  
November,' 1818, the writer cornp1ains of having S 

been shut . up for a political oflence, and in con- , : / !  1 
I 

Sequence of a false denunciation. - r i 

If the foregoing melaneholy statements prove, 
1 

, 

that the mild and consoling Religion of Christ, 
has been converted int-o an instrument of bruelty, 

l 

E E 2  % 

8 
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RELIGIOUS ABUSES. 
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LETTER XIV.? 1:; , ' 4  
/?I  

1': 

~ ~ X I I G I O U S  REFORM, MANNERB and Cus~o~s.-4?relirnhary Reflections.- * 
/]I 

S - ;ji 
Appeal to Religious Reformers.-Effects of Absolution, Auricular Confes- 

:3'  
sion and Ce1ibacy.-Their 0rigin.-Mr. Bowring.-Pan y Toros.-Indif- 11‘ 

, ference of the ~ e o ~ l l i  to the Duties of Religion : its Cause.- Necessity of /!, \ S  

,., d b - ~ h a ~ g & . - ~ r e ~ o i ~ e ,  Marino,  lore rente, &c.-Relaxation of Morals in 
. 

Ci 

Spain accounted for.-Qiialities of.   en' and Women.-Materials for ,a 
' , li 

A , Legislatore-Inñueuce of fhe Priesthood.-Effects of Riches and Tit1es.- 
Grandees and Plebeians : Degeneracy of the fonner.-Priests and Lawyers. ' - 1 
-Merchants and Tradesmen.-Opinion of the Abb6 de '~radt.-saying of 11 

. Louis XIV.-lnformation amongst the.Lower Clases.-Awieros, Centra: 
.-., bandistas; &c.-social Intercourse. ~Reception and Treatment of Strangers. 

4omparisons.-castilian Pride, Bombast and Quixotism.-Titles and 
Armorial Bearinp-Mendicity.- Point of honour in Spain.-Duelling.. ' ! . /  

-Music and Dancing. -Costume.-Inordinate use of Snuff and Tobacco. /j 
, - Allusion to Bu11 F9asts.-Xssay on .Games, by Jovellanos,-Tourna- 

. . ij ments.--0rigin the Biill Fea&.-Extmct from Pan y -Toros.-Oyi- 

nion and Suggestion of Jovel1anos.-Desultory Xemarks on tbe Spanish 
Capital,- Contrast of Riches' and Poverty.- Character and Disposition of , 

/ /  
the 1nhabitants.-Situation and Climate.-Architectural Embeliishmenti: 
Churches, Convents, and otber Publio Estab1ishments.-Roya1 Palace ; 

ll 
!! 

View froa the Terrace-Ptiblic Walks, Theatres-Plaza de Toros.-El 
Prado.-Concluding HZots and Reflections. * 

a 11 
. I 

. . . Madrid; October, 1820.' . t 
1 

' 1  
To render, 'tl;e preceding facts and' observa-' 

tions, relative to those evils which have spru& 

. 
l 
l 

from the mistaken notions, false zeal and passions' , j: 
of mankind .@ othis qouniry, practically useful , ta' . 

. e 

. #  / 
$ 

< * 
, ,  ' 8 1 

l 
I 



4 2  INFLUENCE OF INSTITUTIO&S ON MORALS. 
S 

Spain, tliey should be followed by a minute ac- 
count of the abuses that still disfigure religious 
practice and belief ;. and without a removal of 
which, it is to be feared the best political insti- 
tutions can neither be properly enjoyed, nor of 
very long continuance. Such an undertaking 
would lead into a vast field -of inquiry, and if 
well éxecnted, no greater service could be reno 
dered to Spain, than by its+publication. Unequal 
to the task . myself, . ,al1 1 ,aspire to, in the following - .  
cursory remqrks on the manners and customs of 
the Peninsula, , is that of making you somewhat 
better acqu3inted y i th  the cha-ctir of 
the people, and pointing out a few of those cir* , . 
cumstances, whibh the mgturesf 'refle&ion has , , 

taught me t o  regard, - as-. no- less - repugnant to 
the genuine spirit of christianity, than they  are 

- -0pposéd to the dictates of reason and $rí&iplés 
of morality. ' Y  * - 

While occupied in reflecting on Sicilian man- . . 
ners,: it occurred t6: nie that the degree of virtue 

- 

and Mce in a people, dependi ' on the religious . 
and politic- institu'tions to which they have been 
accustomed : twelve years addítional experience 
induces me ' to lay that ' 'down asa  an axiom now, . 

which was then hazirded as a mere matter of 
opinion. ' .  Although 1 sháll not enter into the de- 
velopement, of which this n o t i o ~  is susceptible9 
it is not less worthy of attention to those who may 
be callea on to legislate for a nati0n lofig exp&ed 
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MOTIVES T O  CANDID JUDGMENT. - 4.23 , 
11 

. J  
6, \ 
["j , .e 

1 f; 
to the influence of tyranny and inroads of corrup- , i ! 
tion. 1 have a double motive for the above sug- II~:[ 

gestion on the present occasion*; that of calling , 

ilLr 
,P.! / 

' 
your attention to the subject, as 'a highly simpoi- 1; 
tant \truth, and of exonerating myself from the 

i < 

fl i 
4 

charge of adT(ancing any fact through motives of : L$,/ q .  
illiberality and prejudice, which is offefed ' only . ~ t ,  i- l 

in the hope of promoting the best interests of f i '  

the Spanish people. Should it become. necessary - f , 

to allude to other countries, for the sake of illus- ii 
1J 
i r  

tration, or stating any facts interesting to morals, ; ' S  i i  I 

1 beg it to be clearly understood, as not proceed- I't 

iiig frim the smallest tincture of natiónal prej u-' 
I> l b  

dice. Without dwelling on the injustice - of fol- 
- e  1:. 1 

lowing the examples too often shown in this way, ' 1: 
or denying- that 1 rnay have, myself, fallen into 

- - --- ;t,. 
the error, while want of sufficient reflection .had 1 
still narrowed -my views, it is high time to ac- . i e  

knowledge that each member of the European 1 
family, has its ówn share of failings dto correct . f 
without r"eproaching i t i  neighbour ; and, ab'ove 

i 

.jl 

m 811, let us hasten to recognize the importaiit /! 
truth, that if the people ,of one country can . 4,; 

really boast any superiority over another, it is ' li 
n : 

exclusively due to the nature of their institutions - 
. and system of government. . 1: 

It is a most fortunate circurnstance for Spain, 
that so large a portíon of its'clergy are favourable 
to reform, and seem deeply impressed with the 

I: 
i: 

necessity of a cliange, as the only means of sav- 
6 
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4!24 . . CELIBACY-CONPESSION, &C.' ' 

ing their flocks fr'om falling ihto the extremes of 
\ incredulity, which so often succeed the , excesses 

-.> ' .of * fanaticisrn, when the latter ,are removed by, 
the prógress' *f kno;ledge, ór ' a want of .propér 
example in the pastors of religion. It is to' those 
virtuous and enlightened men 1 'would fain appeal 
for th'e justice bf my assertions. " i 

In - thát 'mass of abuses which encumber ' the 
- religious institutions of this 'coúntry, the átten- . 

- .  
t ion 'd the reforrneis haci been chikfiy directid to. 
celibacy, . auricular confession, absolution, form ' 

I . of prayer; preaching and usé of images; .as ' it 
__--- 

p - :is to the , improper application' ' of these powerful 
- ageríts they.. principally . attribute the éxisting 

evils in morals and religion. ' . 

. 1 
, It is not my intention to enter into a recapitu- 

- 7  - - - - .-- lation of al1 those controversies, to which the 
above póints gave Ase; during - the early ages of 
the church, nor ofthe numerous sects that spmng 
up, according as' the fathers differed on points 
which ought neverto have occasioned : schism, 
since they had been alrezidy settled by ' 
founder of christianity. : Though á refereme to 

, the 'early writers on this subject, is highly' nema , 
, . saryc to the 'foimation of' clear notions, ' as : to 

# 
the original intentions óf Christ and his Apostles, 
it 'is most essential for you to know in what' ~ 8 ~ 9 '  

the abuse of old, oi  introductibn of neb 'dogmas) 
has influenced the. mords and happiness ; of of'he 

E. . * '  community. - . -. , 



ABSOLUTION-CELIBACY; 

manners, and want of principle, + which strike 
at the root of soeial happiness, rendering al1 the . 

blessings ó f  liberty sterile in Spain, Italy, and 
other countiies of Europe,. are in a great measure 
due to the -. facilities 'of ob-taiuing ' absolution, and 
a supposition that there is a possibility óf - com.' 

- promising' with our consciente, by rneans of pe- 
cimiary offerings, and the formula of confession, 

virtue'. or tnie religion,, who will deny, that some 

- -  - 
was professed ;' that it has had a most ,fatal effect 

. on' the morals of wornenG ; ' ind ls, finally, .no less 
opposed to the doctrine of ChrisG' than contrary E 

to the most sacred right of nature : is it not fly- 
ikg in the face of the'Di~inity, .any longer -to en- , 

1 
couraie a praétici, fraught * with so many para- 

, 
, 

' mount ' e&, and the - continuance of , which, - 

opposes an insuperable barrier to the progress of I 
fekíale' virtuk 3 The Catholic priesthood of Ar- . I 

menia ' and 'Greece, háve never *@ven up the . */ 1 
' sacred privilege of marriage : ' it i s  .merely re- ' 

quired that the tie. slio~ild be contracted previous 
1 

to ordination. Why should not their .example be . ; 

followed in the rest of*Europe, 2 - 
. I 

i 
1 1 

1 
1 

' .  

I / 
\ 

1 



426 ' CELIBACY UNFRIENDLY TO TIRTUE, 
1 

It would be an endless task to repeat al1 the , 

anecdotes and stories circulated in the Peninsula, 
relative to the excesses, into which the vow of ce- 

, libacy has, at al1 times, been leading its victims 
of both sexes. The fact of their existence is so 
palpable, as no longer,to excite the smallest won- 

' der in any class of the spanish comrnuniv. Can 
, those acipainted with the manners and customs , 

of Spain, France, or Italy deny, that. very little 
- pains are taken to observe a vow, made in direct 

opposition to true religion and nature. La So- 
% 

-- hina del Cura here, and La N2ce in Fraiice, 
tiave long been régarded as an indispensable. an'd 

' 

natural appendage to the domestic establishment 
- of most parísh priests. ~ h i s  fact has ofteh been 

made the subject of ballads and epigrams on the 
- - e -  --- cbrrtiiient: some of the most facetious jokes and , 

popular songs 'of what are caaed 6c the Zow 
- Irfsh,'' in England, have been composed on simi- 

lar topics. ' - r 

Upon the whoie, I think it may be fairIy pre. 
, 

sumed that, until this violent and unnatural re- 
. straint' be removed, there 'is no probabiiity of 

improvement, much lesi reform in the rnanners 
of Spáin. It-is, in fact, .a gangrene in the social 
body, which can never be restored to - health; 
while i t  is suffered to remain. If the' class,' t* 
which 1 allude, were to be converted into hus- 
ljands and fathers, is i t  likely , they . would coun- 
tenance many practices, tnrhich are now said to be , 



even encouraged by them, - b ~ t  which .are.not 
iess subversive of moral ~bligatibns : than of reli*, 

. c .  

purity - ; of , religious , faith, until : they : : have . at 

i - -  . r -  1 

the above assertion.; , . 



4 i 8  OBSER~ANCE OF EX*E'RNAL FORMC. 

~nsiead of adding ' to the odium invariab1-y ' 
attached to the' invidious task of signalizing errors, 
whether in politics or reiigion, by multipIying the 
instantes: which have- fallen within even rny own ' 
knowledge, in illustration of the foregoing. asser- 
tions, 1 shall merely add that,'the more inquiry is 
extended, the more will their existence be corro- . 

borated. It may, hovever, be propek to observe, 
that 1 would not have hazarded the noüce of su& 

@i important and melancholy truths, wére it not froh 
?'i '$ 44 a conviction that, so far .from transgressing the 
id 
4tL9 . . düties prescribed by the religion of Christ, 1 am 
ti) 

-,_-- - ---. , acting in obedience to its dictates and perfosming ?iC 
pt ' 1 -.; 

an tnffice, which, however thankless in itself, wa - 
.\' ' .- 
" 4 -  be, at least secretly, approyed by the greatest : 
g * i '  

I , ;  ' opaments of the Catholic Church. . 
Si%) !;J. . . 

' My friend, Mr. Bowring, could not be a silent . - - . "' 
I !\ ' Spectator of the, superstitious rites arid puerile 

, -- . practices which continue to disgrace religious 
I r$? b':l . worship i11 this country ;* his 66Sketch of Heligi.on $f Ir . . ,  
;,3 1 .  

. , 
can say l6 le cube esf surchrg-e de prafipues, comme Temples $1 * 

lll?d . 
i k ~  . fe sont @ Imagesz it may be readily conceived & he 'would 

\# willingly say much mire, if not restrained b i  , bis fed. Had 
CI . - l h i s  acate and ingenious iwiter devoted 'his Polific pen to the 
;k. , 

i!. . 
;eform of the 'church, as sedolóusly 'as he h& attended to politios, 

; ne wculd have done' ,infiniti?ly 'more good: but this opinion ifi 
. .advancéd, without any wish to unde-yate the ex-Bishop9s 

- caí ~abouís; r % , .  4 1 ' 
~bjectiobable as'are many of the nt& practised in Spain, 

it would be' extremely difficult to find one so littls consonant to . 

. . tJio mcekness and simplicity of the christian faith, & that wbich 1 ., 
, - 
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PORTRAITURE O F  THE MONKISH ORDEBS. 429 ' ,\ 
r il 
$y, 

and ~i teratufe in spain," made during a visit to' . 1t r j ,  1 
the ~eninsula last year, is drawn in his usual style 
of vivid portraiture : after paying a just tribute . i! 
to' that. portion; of the clergy, which ; does not - 11 it' ; 

' partake the + too general character of the priest- 1: ; 
i 

hood, he' tlius alludes to  the monkish orders : ?/ [E l 

" They *live in a 'state of sensual . enjoyment, I;! 
between the organ-loft and the refectbry, .to " 

"I; 
which al1 othe; enjoyment is but purg&ory : ihe ~1 al+* 

. link which should; connect 'them with the com- - [i 
* .  f! 

monweal, for ever broken, the ties of family and - + 

friends dissolved, "'their authority founded on the . / L /  

-barbar ism and degraaation of the pteople, they are * $1 

interested in stemming the torrent of improvement . 4' $ 
in knowledge and liberty, which must, iri the end,. . - - . $, 

. sweep away .these ' cumberers of the soil.' "-Of. 
A 

< .5 : *  
c- 7 ,- $4 

:: the practice of christianity, h e  says, '' here we have . ! 
- li" 

a religiqn, if iuéh it :rnay) be called, o a t  is purely 
IL ,i: 

ceremonial ,' itc duties are..not discharged in the . . 
. . . .  . 

i ' - \ 4  
i p 

1 . . - ,  I .  L "  . i ' . . - > .  - -  . «  . " í '  
1: 

: '-.a k S > A -  rl, 

, daily seen in France. 1 ,all*do to . the intrqduction- : of soldicry ?$ 
with their n&s and band :of music, .into the.ohurches, during ;a: 
the celebration ?f high mass. Whethcr this . be dono ty gratib 

4: 
- . 

a love i f  siow, or keep'tho military *-spi&t' of tho n a t i 0 n . L  ' 

, being ex&figaished, ' .-it is . difñcult to sny ; but ' 1 :fe$ satisfied 
thit  the military * oecipation of a .  place ' of 'wor~hi~ ,  if not ' disi - 

respectful to riligion, h& the effect of :attracting the attention - 
of the congregation in a particular degree ; while the march, or 

, goihkstep, to tlie sound of which'thotroops retire, is very mucli 

1 
q 

- lk 
calculated to remiñd one of the AbbC de Pradt's favourite say- 4 
ing ;-<< From tlie sublime to thc ridiculous, there is h t  one 

'i 

step!" 8 4 
, I 



430 A SPANISH 'RELIGIONIST. .+ ' 

I daily walk of life ; not by the cultivation of pure, 
I and pious, and benevolent affectiohs, but 'by 

attending masses, by reciting Piternosters and 
Avemarias, by pecuniary offerings for souls in 
~urgatory, and by a thousand childish obser- 
vances, which affect remotely, if they affect at all, 
the condúct atid the  character. The bpaniard 
attends his parish church, to hear a service in an , , . ' 

unknowp tongue : he bknds his knees and beats 
. 

bis bosorn at certain sounds familiar to his ear, 
* 

but not to hii seqse : he confésses and communi- 
cates with undeviating regulaiity ;' and, some- 

, ----times, perhaps,. he listens to a. sermon in the 
, eloquent style and beautiful language - of his 

country ; not, indeed, instructing him in the 
moral claims of -his religion, but celebrating tlie 

: - -- - - virtues and recounting the mir,acles of ,some saint . 

* O'. martyr, to whom the - day is dedicated. He 
' reads his religious duties, not in a Bible, but in an. 
' Almanac ; and his Almanac is but a sort of Chris- 
tian' mythology : his Saints are more numerous 
than the Deities of the Pantheon ; and, to say tlie- 
tr~ith, there are many" of them little better : in a 
word, intoíerance in its widest and worst extent,is 
the foundation on which the ~ ~ a n i s h  '~cclesiastical 
edifice rests." I t  is to be regretted that one who 
paints so well, and So much to the life, does not 
enlarge the sketch' from which thece extracts are 
takeb. 

The innumerable evils of ..every k' and under 
which this country suffered, a few years after .the - 
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PAN Y TOROS. 431 

accession of Charles IV, were never more elo- 
quently described, than in a small tract, entitled 
Pan y Toros,.. attributed to Joveüaños,' and from . 

which my friend has given sorne spirited extracts, - 

very faithfully rendered, , in the sketch above* cited. 
. 1 cannot help 'selecting another in which the 

effects of superstition and tyranny have been 
traced with a masterly hand, by the author, who- 
ever he *as.* Alluding to religious worship, he 
says,-u The church has continually laboured to . 

- remove from the faithful, al1 idea of attributing 
any particular virtue to images ; while its members 

. - *have not ceased to encourage and establish them. 
;- A figure of Christ or the Virgin. is' seen in a 

corner, dirty, neglected .and iin worshipped ; - 
while others p i d e  themselves on expensive spec- 

e -  

- tacles, and-do not appear, except with sumptuous- 
. ness and ceremoni.  he jirgin. of Antocha, 

Almudena, and Soledad, compete - witk. each 
other for supremacy in miracles, and each .has her , 

. - . * 

. " * This powerful and olcgant satire - is, by some, attribuied - 

to Don Pedro ' Centeno, an Augustin rnonk and celebrated 
kiter i n  the reign of Charles IV. : he was ealled the Juvenal 
of Spnnish Literature, and fell a victim to ihe persecutions of ' the Holy Office.' Llorente deicribes the* voltime cornposed by 
Centeno, in aiswer to the charges of the Inquisitors, as a 
modo1 of eruditiói, eloqueece and learning. It is somewhat - 
doubtful, which of these two writem was the author of Pan y 
Toros : 1 have heard that it is ascribed to Jovellanos, on the ' 

I same prinhiple. that the lettem of Junius were to Edmund 
4 

Burke ; thataof there being no. other contemporay writer, equal 
to auch a composition. , 



!::$ . opinions, have nin án  equal race with dogmatical 
i . 1 ~ ~  1 a n d  incontrovertible truths. As to the church, it 

d 

has considered the tribunal. of reason as incom-- 
. A petent ; treating al1 thoser who have not adopted 

the rnaxims of Rome, as.  heretical. - The too 
- great liberty of writing in foreign countries, has 

caused us to be slaves in reading. The culpable - 
. contempt - with --which, Protestants have treated 

the d is~i~l ine  of the church, has determined us 

p \  

venerate the most ruinous abuses of the bprbaious 
:S ' ages. . Spain has witnessed thousands of Bishops, 

who, though loaded with decretals, and forensic 
formula, never fulfilled the object of their mission ; 

d 

i which was no other than to preach the Gospel to 
1 al1 $he world,'. directing mankind in t h e  path. of 
J peace, and not by thit  if contention.), , . 

, In  calling your attention to a subject on which . 

1 touched above ten years ago, and khich has 
-- . 

1 experienced-no change'in the country then de- 

l . scribed ; nor would it have changed 'here, but for : 

l 
the insurrection of La Isla ; I do not petend to 

' 

I 

r 
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the merit of 'originaiit~:or making khown any new &, ' . 

facts. ~ g e  most ab14:writers of the last md pie- * 

- 4sent 'century, laymei and divines, from ~&kliffe,  
Luther, Calvin and Knox, to Gicegoire, Lanjuinais, . 

Bernabeu a i d  . Uorente, ?*ja. have elucidated and - ini - 
veighed $g+$4s$:;t+he abuses of religion so forcibly, 
that little '&rg is left for 0th ers, 'tl-l~n .to reiterátb 

" their bbjections; .The , want 'pf sUccess wl~ich has , . 

' hithirto attended the efforts of those writiri, is no 
argurnint for not returning to ' the subtict ; for, ;< 

observed by the venerable ~ i s h &  of Blois,. I 

' the p$ogress of truth may- be compared to the ' 
< ,  

encfoachmehts of the sea ; eve+ryS .wave, though r 
5 ;  

its influence be unseen, does something to ad- , 
. e  S' 

vanced th2!generd tide." . *?? - - r - * . a  f .- . 

Ev& a' circukscribed exposure of the m&hiefs ' 

iSing,.[romthe - points.1 have mentioned, would , 

cpii&a separaté!!wbrk ; and therktis little doubt 
- , but such a pblication will, - onb da$ or?;anothef, . . , 

'b2 added to the stock o f  European literatu.?$: : 
' 

i;Rfi 

meantiGe, the. best way . of. removing drror, i @  to 
 tim mula te inquiry. f. . . 

I 

"* 

: % With respect tÓ the%&at b&y of the Spanish 
Clergy, 1 am happy in tkis opportunity of declar: 
indg that'it contains ,as .much , learning, ;,@r.tue and- ' 

kiiowledge, as a*y oth$ in ~ci<&e ; Fit,*in~alI$& 
* % -  

ing to  geneApfacts, a regar& for the interests qf 
truth,. obliges me to repeat, %hit the practices * 

$ S  
adopted ifi foimePdaYs; relativi tc images, celi- 
bacy; t&zporal&wer 'and the appropriationp of - , ' ' 

propertyi. &tended for totally different purposes, 
;.S ,* -. 

PA?2, F F  
;"* 

1 
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% ' , ENLIGHTENED ECCLESIASTICS OF SPPINI 43'5 
,. ' ?:.t. . 

i 
.1 b2 - , j 

1 . *  . The chief gound of ,hope .with th6se who feel , . X 

8 '  4 
anxioÚ~.~about the f~t.;~? fafat'e of Spain, is fouhded' ifv 

""31; " i( 
r 

, o; the importaqt circurnstance of th&e beingh very 
e 41. 

I i, 
;? 

considerable portion of its clergy who acknowledged ' % \ \  t i  , 
I i 1 

, the pecessitx of ,reforn ; me6 bho aietictuated (no :\ 
, less by a juit$inse . b Of virtue, thán by the kpr&hen-' , # 
' - sio~is'that, -5; ih p-itical matters, ' if delayed too~ - \ - bl 

'{ 
iong, i t  ivill have ', the inevitable effe,ct of bring-. - ' . 

- ,  
c F 

ing .those dogmas into &tal Eontempt, wliich may, 
- 11 

&$ r B  by--a tikely restoration to jheir original'" puiiti,, : , ii 
L"{ 

- * ,  become the sourde of p re ie~ t  as well as future', , [S) 

. . < I  - , e  
- 11: 

: felicity. ., . *i; . ,  
1 

:t 
k . :' I há& .*c&versed Gith sqinc. of these hen, , *! 

' V  # 6 1~ 

" rihdels of probity, meekness and disinterektedness-; ,+ $ I + 3 

at once the most irreproachibl& 26d khlightened *4 1 4  

. . a., 4' 
this cobntry has prodiced. ,.There is not one @ a 

w -  - .- lb{' 

- thein who does not deeply lamen3 the existing state , il,, 
" C 

l \ .  
" of the"church;.a6dyho d6es 'nofbig~ for its regene- 6. . ,.:, i ,j 
' ration: With 'these men, 3s %1th4 the 'laiks off , 11 

, Spain, yho haye &nsidered the, sub'ject, the. 
) 

l. ! 
i:'b 

. - a . of images; form jbf 'trayer, calende* of sairh, i f 
e-?%. - 1 

E cdnfession, cdibacy and absolution, require to beF> i! ii 
:gegulated on a differentr system ; and, ' that much 1.p 

Q i 
lóng$ to &glect these c90rner-stones 'of the chrik. 1: b; + r a ~ ~ - .  e,,, -*,, .-.. - ._ - "_. - . . C : 

t .  

tian edifice, will be produCti~e of the mbst genous - , 
l*ir.n ,a .r 

.'J S , * .< .y [\ 
conseq~encestoits~enkralsecunty. ."'&&. $ 5  " A \di 4 

While the,bl'irical reformers' &f Spain adhit that , . ii 
%+S * y., , i 

a if ~ h r i s t  were to cóme' on earth, he couid notare:, . tq; 

cognizekb9&e striictu're which' f liis bloo b" had , ce- . 1: 
t..,. . 

mented;.in. the present 3 mis-shapen . ,., building, unde3 e bi 
\ 

I <' < 
a F F ? ~  ' 

, k, 
2 , 

i 
1 ' .  \ 

\ -e 

ri 

#.* . k 

. . . b s  

f .  
- . .  

/ 
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, itself; they agree th'at iiiwould be\ a tnumph 
worthy of the: Redeenier him&lf.and:~lbost'above . 

i r 

humanity, were the hkads -of. his 'chbrch to unite, 

done muth' bwards. $bis grand ; &sid&tum ; 
* fhem buf persevere, , and be consoled in reflpc'ting 

, , ', that - the i  are walking in the steps 'of the ~aviour 
, , - .  ' himself,;<;with . this material difieren&, that 

S Redeemer ard, his . fgllowers were Called Úpon- t i  s .  

. I 

l 
L I 
i .  
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*;S@, ,! - , '* t ;  ,.' . 
sublimest truth; and +h&e ' ionduct proves. t* -." they ,a 

- 
tf:& , :? 

are unequivOcally :+$ l favourable to reform.*. i / h  
. -  .,; :tt, 

$4 -* 
3:. , *, 3 * 1 

p, " & 
i 

, .  -1 , 

ii' ?l 

i I : l k l  * Having mentioncd the Bishop of Blóis, . i t  would be ,unjust 
' Ir #: 

t b a s s  over so distinguished'a name, without adding my humble - P tribute of admiratin, to that which. has reached the universal 
s,bl~ 

philanthropist and primitive christian, e from everYdqu&ter of the ' 2A2p 
. 

, civilized yorld ; for, where have not his piius and beqerolent , g . :, 4 
.&< " , 

labours extended ? ~ornme ic in~  bis career. in the genuine spirit , 
L - 

of the gospel, one of the Bishop's f i ~ t  $$dudion~ war; a book in, . t .  
.W ) 

" favour of t hé  ~ e w s ,  in which, to yse.$htt. expression of a ?ontem- .!i, 

' porarj b&t?kPhr, hertraces the' cause!) the degenerate character i j ~  
t 

, f % -  oI the so$?of Js* to their kuesouriz,. the uyceasing eersecution . ~1; 
; ~f bigots, miinamed phnstians; and Bnticipates,. with* a benevo- ' 

", 
, ,*! 

lence which is the spring of. al1 his feelings, the-haipiest change "4: 
a 9 

in their' ,dknni*; frorn thé general . acknowlcdgrnent of their 
3 , <( ' 

natural rig$s,:; in the christisn worldi**.'. The bright prckpect, ' 
? %  

- - .~h~was:oponed.to France, in the early part of her Revolution, ' S  

*I . , b .: # II,. 

iOduied hirn to address*a. letter to thé Bishop of. ~ b r ~ o s ,  Grand- !.. : $J 

'8 ,> - 5 .  
, , hquisi$&r i f  Spain, p~inting~out how cornplekhl~the practi'c6 and * . I .  Al%* Q. 

' ex@>ce of the ~ o l y  0ffice. was ppp6~ed to the 'doctrines o£' . ' . ,y  . ir 
ChTnst,, and pupporting ,his assertions hy nikerous (a~thorities ;e 

t :$ .. from the , v w  Testament, Saints ?nd ~athers',of tho , Church. ' .*. 1 
S f- This is amen& the rnost eloquent and persuasiv6' aipeals of the, , .. i 

Bishop : maiiy of , the passages ,aro prophetic ; .the.,fbllo*g + few ' :E" 
"$. 

lines shoy the opinion of this eloquent 'divine, bn: the . prevalent -' ;#: 

failing. %f his conte~por~ries of the church, : cc Great degeneracy ' 
- 11; 

must hava taken plácc in the ideas of befoie reaching that : 6 
r;l 

,opr&sed lq , . by the yords Prince . Bishop. . (Prince. Euegue) . will 
, 'Gemany be-less .Catholic, nhen her prelate@o&ne , themselves, i' 

to seeking.the kingdom 'gf ~esus,  which i&ot of tbii .%irld ? .,,* '" . l 
\$ 

. - "  . , .s. 
. , , , . , r v  ,, 1;. - 4 ,  # . y i  f 

, 
T. : . > k " .  t:! 

. * ~xtracted from a biographicsl sketch of the Bishop, wbieh h& apl, ij; 
, # *  * L 4  - Peared id the Monthly Repoeitory. . . , 

1 

.. -t..&,, 7 d  - 
*> p.. ' - ". i/g 

. 1 -3$ " >a.* hr. 
4) \ r . 

# s .  

Z h .  
' i t 

SI 



. <  > $4 ' ' will theccentre of unity be less known, the Reman ~ h k i h  I<s 2 s 

Gallician chuioh, if properly administered, i s  the, dly, anb 
L- i .  , 

i8\i .', , , not the enemy,'óf civil libeity, His 1:b;urs in ' f i lvo~ of **r ' 
: l .  
Y!. i Lfí[, ',;* 

Ascan fellow:men,;&nd those efforts which he b& rnnde,' to 
e check the ~~*S;COUS ;bises of church discipline in Franae, are . S "  

+ not less praiseworthy thsn bis forier exertions tb stop' the pm- 
gress of irreligion there.4 kor my own part,-: i want no greater . . 
proof 'of the nece~ity of religious r e f m ,  th&' in the tre&ent& 

;1 3 -I .< uniformly b experiZ&d by. this tiulg Wtuóus man, the' 
&$I ' ,.o ; 1; 
.<s Li 

.r -# . . ' ' 4 . ~  
* w -7 4 

, ,. . * . 
- + Alllldcling to the celebrated homily of Pius VII. th-& B ~ S ~ O ~  of Imola. 11; in which the christiaq pastor freely canvassea the $ices of the churc?t 

j / <  . .and proves that tb$ relison of Jeaus is nut oply fiwourable td, but ev? . 

í i enjokzliberty aod oqoality. 
11  .**e& ;t.. < 

'*r 

?* 
U . 8  

S 

.? 
'? . * il * f i  a 

. r C '  
- c. - 

e ,  
¿ 

LL 





tue, where the spiritual guide makes a solemn vow ,' 

to hea+$n, 6hich:'he rnust know it is impossible to 
,?# fulfil ?-a vow which is so frequently hade to be i$ .: broken, nht iq quarters p'.,l that are likely to .be least ; 

affected by its violation, but in , thoseTexercising 

. r i  ' 

. a  . : .  ra S S '  ; . Although there is evegiesson t ~ .  believe that celibacy is . - 
one of the ' last points of church discipline which the sovereigo* 

1 i 

Pontiffs will" cede, there is perhaps none,upon which the Catho-~~~ 
* 4 3 .  S* 

8 :  

t&? so generally agreed. Were it  otherwise, tlie -ex-:- 
3 s  

d a ~ s  condeuined to this+~painful alternative, would incur 
' 

the charge of still greater hppocrisy ; for the time h a  go;ie by ' 

' when th i  moit scrupulous amongst them can óffer evcn a *la&- , .+ 
' *, 

ble bkcuse foi itsn%$ntin&nbe. '. As dreadg stated,, this subje$ . 
. . 

hás been most aJ3&and unanswerably troated in .M. Llorente:~ * 

. plan of a religiou$honstitution. This writer hk at on& decided ths 
. question, by proving frfmvarious arithorities, sacred and profane, m 

that celibky f?rms no part. of Qhristianity and ought therefore to. 
bc abrogated as a contin u$&urce of crirne, and an act of piolence , 

. , . , 1F - done to nature:;?? 2 2; A<* *a? 
' Those whh'rcad the ténth chapter o£ M. Llorente's i o l y ~ ~ ~ í n  , 1 

which it is so Elearly aemonstrated tl@ the marriage of the&lergg . 

. formed an integral p&t c$ the primitive chilrch, and w&.pa'notified 
, by the three hundred and eighteen bishops who asscmbled at , "5 Nicea in 325, will hardli'iretend that there is7kng subsequent a 

' 

[jj ' circurnstance which ought to, iescind, the mles jhen laid . down, : 
J 1 , a 1 :  

1 

' I  ' 1 $ 
V 

t 
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5 

i )  

The tráding :spirit, 'wliich. foLrms so prominen't . 
a fyak~re iin the' natioial character', exercisi;; such 
hn immense influence on publfc morals in other 

' 

"f, 

countries; bis &dé comparatively little, prÓgress . $&, , ,? 
. a  -1 ; here. . It is true no peoplé of Europe have mor6 to ' 

3% 1: 
- reproachl thenísi$ves with, tlian the desEendants o< c&? .. T;,  

thbke who$.iicécuted the *sanguinb desi&s of Fer- . & - 
' dinánd C O ~ £ ~ S  and 'the Holy ' Office, as &uch to - 

. 1 , procurb iold as oljtain proselytes. 'however, C 

they becarne,< bigots. and ;laves in afier . times, it 
i, B [, 

did not aris&$rom that thirs t *f .gain,%hi'ch, i n  de- ... -. c; 

! stroying -eiery sentiment of~honotir and humanity, i- ' ' , 1 
8 1&4& the-:traders 6f Óthe; h8tions to cornrnit . q.c - l 2 / A: * *;: > 

. . , . .  . ,. y.; ir 
'l"1: , / 

v - \* , - \ -  h. . <í"* 
v ?  , . d . * ,  . I r  - < 

, - 
f . e : . >S a i ti.. *: it , E 

,? in the &id actod upon till the ~ontiflcate of Gregory  VI^: 
w- +*:! ,, ,i 

F 
. .& 

-. --*&zleytnth cen tug  - :-Nothing but the barbarism and ígnorance of 
the; age,' could have proservod the ~a t l i o lb  .religión a&st the 4% . F  1. 

. i~~numerable disorders which succehded the reign of this 'pontift 
e t , *  

I.' 

~Ca'referenc? to ' the histoq of the church! from thk 'périod a$ '1 

which belibac? $as enf&ced bp- to the reformation, one would b e  
almoit induced t l  imagine, that al1 ,mimes ofawG$: human natu? ' , . - 
is caGhle wer4re~ertted for the hinistérs of religioi !. - 

1 , L- v . .  

e 

w;uld gladly anslyse thkportion of M. Llorente's book abbve ' ' .,"+" 
alluded to,%a look foriafd to its being ,Eirculated a&ongst the 
~stholic' cf&&;p~ of the United ~ i n ~ d < m  .as i t  has' been in the 

* .  

Peninsula. The follo&ing Popes aie' mentioned~ by the author as 

r .  

having , had.' childre2; via :-Pius II., Paul "II., Sextus IV., $vc 
Innoeent ~111.,~l&ander VI,, Julius II., &o X., and Paul 111.; 5 

al1 of these,Gays Llorente, were'fnthers, Bnd al1 ari  known for 
their disord&rlr6and &regular lives es; some even for ,a vice which 
dare not be nnm$ ! What: will tlie3elegant historiaii of the 
~{Xici. fa mil^ sai, when he hears hia hero has been so roughly 

\ 

' handled, by the author of tho Critica1 Hiqtory ? - - O 
*, 

i 



tic restraints, which so frequently induce. barents 
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e . ' .  
throw such a romantic charm ovér all'their ictions., 

, t 



i * 
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> , 
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? 

, INTREPIDITY-IND~LENCE. , 

%S-? < * de 
. $4 , g$f k v  1': 

S redoubled lhstre : so true it isitliat nations dq not j L 

degenerate kith'outi a? irresistible cause. . Even . ' 

the legions of the ~ b k e  of Alba and of ~ e r i i n ~ n d  j 
e ,  

Cortes. were rnodels of intrepsty. What' a pity .. ' . . ,  ji: bk 
that th+ should have been &@$loyed only. as i,n- ; . 

i i 

struments" of c r u a y  and \oppression ! If, i n s t e i .  
! 4.,. t('$ 1 

. of i l~ndering and massacring the peaceful inhá- tk 
bitants. 6f the 'low countries:~and ~m'erica, a dif: 

- 

t .directi;n ha$ bekn gi&n $0 $hose bráve pen, . + ,  

rnigiit not thz?leide& havk q . : y  ichieved id the , ,'*" 

of'iial glory ! , * .  1' 

, 'A% . I t j s  not ~ i t h o u t  ~eason that thq Spaniard is , %g 
. . ákcused ot' iqdolence ; but, .as in othir defects of . 

* (> 
I l( . the national character, whiqh are the  invariable a k 
1 

, result of an impelling cause, it would be the height ii 
' of injustice to judge too hárshly of the habit which $S 1" 

i 1 
makei , . &  himlose seve&, , 1 hours in the diy in srnok- - I t 

. ing 'se,gaii, or lollibg- and loUnging in his capa, as $,)$ l i  

m$ ! l  

the éffect of natural slotE. Until $he, 1-ate change ;,u ,( (I 

the <eopl'e of'kpain had "no incentives tó  action ;-on ' 

ji 
. the contrae every exertion was usebss,' w'here ththere , 

I 
f. . i 

i 
. was neither secusiti for person,?o. prope:ty. The I , , 

+ ;  

.fornier history of Spain, no les; d a n  those~~occur. 6 

< I 

' renc&s;,$+ch mhked the late war &th Ffance, 
, ;,, i 

"e! , and. . the , iecent revolution, prove howAcapable they 
* , .  I 

. are *of Ündergoing the greatest fatigue,' ,and , .  brav- < 
* t .  i 

ing eGeri .danger, &$en 'a i~fficient impulse is 
r 

/ * 1 

, . @ven: . " ? , . e .  8 .., ' d  1 

', There is ko country in the world that can fur- ' ! 

nish a legislatbr k t h  more abundant haterials foi * I l 

forrningj . . i &6atiand. virtuous natiqn, , A than a Spain. l 
, I, 

1 

1 4 . . 



. of &rov&ment in tlic physical strength, sobriety, 
' I  

-and abstemiousned~~ patience iinder fatigue, and 
v* \ 

..,i,. ..$a$ 

+i 
t .pGivatio8s of everyi kitid, docility and warm-heart- . q* 

. .  - edness of the people ;)'i@alít% which all'the ~ 
, $ram&ls of their gothic. instituti;?~ and : religious 

4 ~ 

prejUdices qould . not de*tr&. When <the great . 
*k . mass. of the Spanish + popiildion a& no longer x" , 

L, t **%4$ .*&.,,, t 34 * , taug4t to revere;gross errors as divine truths, tte ,, 
- 4 

a% + ,  

!fYfk " w o r ~ ó f  regeneration will comrnence and poceed 
.< Y , 

with "$ipidity...; S * , .  _ , .  , , . t 

- 4 -  Mukh might be said on the difficulty of .kffe~t-. .. 

.-irÍg reform in rnanners, while those who 'exercise , 

Such a + e ~ t  influence on domestic llfe; acting as 
- oracles t6 husbands and% w&&, . .? children and Ser- ':: 

--.. 
-* -- P ~ I I ~ S ,  aré so apt tó abuse confidente *i*osed gt2 
, in them. People are in general so ready & give :j. 

way to their *passions, that .it requiies a strong ' ' 

. sense of virtúe, .continually stimulatid by*spiritual 
+ ;  * 

. ;.- :*,*3r * ,, . .  
. ' -  

e .  
' ' p . . . ,  . " 

* 
(i 

*:..?;5 * 
" * , + ." l .  

+-¿%.:T3 . 
(., .:. ' I t  is quite surprisiríg that the. Spanis6 peasantrg and sol-: 

. + diery Sh'ould be in general si strong and hards considerkg the ' '. ,, 

scantiness and natnre of their food ; consistin&&icflit& á Coar~e .!.Y . 
. bread, onions, cheshuts and : th& wine, peor in itself' ' 

: is not much ikprovid by ljeing carried handrecti of d e s  z! 

iii skins; .The,Spanish soldiér &b pepant, iitting do& witb a ' ' 

resigned air and contcnted visage toa his morsol 'of -black brea&- 

. I 

' 

an oni- or some hoiled chesnuts, has &en rem&ded me of the 
inmates of most 'Irish csbins, sitting ioand th& skee 'bogue, 
?cpeating'an Ave Mariq. bef& attempting to touch their meal of 
~edbucks or White appZes. l .  / . * ,  

t 
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448- STATE OF SOCIETY. . 
I 
a .  

n&i?nal greatness a id  the preservation of liber ty 
are connected intimately with, and mainly dep& 
. dent on, maintaining the honour of their families in' 
: tact. It 6ould b e  equally so to prove,'that rnarriage, 

, (ibstead of being the signal of a disiolut& life,- and 
' Fllaxation of virtue, was instituted to prevent pro- 
.fligacy ánd.to pomote $kity., The benefits which ' 

would result from a nicer sense of honokr on these 
points, and an observance ó$ the sacred obliga- 

., $5: ) t i o n ~  contracted i t  the altar, dare so obvious as not 
% to r&uire "a ~noment's cohkent. . e  

Lkdetailed .F,~ ticcount. oE the st$tZof society in  the 
- - P~ninsula, ~ $ ü l d  be a highly interesting so$& o& 
- reflection and ambsernent ; for, there is a geg*ib , 

of originality . the manners and customs of tlie 
' , people, altogether peculiar Z r to themselves : as 1 ;; 

---merely intend to treat"$hhese matters in their rela- +i)t 

tions to political institutions, you must be satisfied >tg 
with such observations -as. are likely to, convey a . , 

few detáched notions on the subject, ratier than 
\ I* 

$ 
f .i form a finished picture. . T 1" 

I have, in a former letter, alluded, to thi'lirnibd 
, , state of information in. the higher classes : to trace 

. &ose causes which have debased the ~ristocra~y,!: 
- of Spain, and placed many' ofwits members on a >p. 

d 
*r levil with ' the pea&ant; and soldier, would, no 

. doubt, bewoithy of the 'xhost ilCcurate paintei of 
manners, an d e x ~ e e d i n ~ ~ i  useful to - legislator. 
If fiches, titles . ind honours, . iisure no b e t b  ' 

. ' t  . 
inhkritance to their futÚ're ~ossLssors, than' degene- 

' 

kacy, .ignorante and poverty, who woul-d &et 
f ' t 
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'J. i il . I:i 

either orie or tlie otlier ? It has frequently occurred ; 
. t ;  

to me, a wliile inhaling tlie dust -d heat óf the p - 
Prado, during tlie broiling autumnal :evenings, -. 1; 
which have scarcely yet gone by, and marking ihe . , E'J' 

\S , 

long train of carriages which line its avenurs, - that . *B, 
I i  

if the ancestors of those who rode in most of these lb1 

vehicles, could have foreseen the degraded and G; jl 
effeminate state of their descendants, theyawould I.I 

jv 

have rejected al1 ihe blandishments of .fortune, i: C) 

B 6 
rather-- than . acceiit them on such humiliating . 11 
conditions. If there be any truth7in the dchtrine k . 1 

of .compensation, ' it will certainly be found ih the 
. 1 

li 
;t5a;& and miseries entailed by excessive wealth ; i1 
' while - happiness and tranquility await those .who \ . i F 

are contented with mediocrity. . - . kQ 
< .  

I x i 

The ancestors of another cláss of the great, 1 

- l 3* -" .  - 1 
I: would .have still more ' to  reproach themselves , 1 
l .  ,with, if they could havi foreseen .that fortunes ' 

amassed by gallantry in th; field, .or ind*stry in 1 
commerce, would be squandired away on opera \ 
dancers, 'in brothels, and at the garning-table ; t 
night turned into day; and instead of that temper- j/ . t r 

ance which formed the ground-work of their own . i 1; 
happiness, an indulgence in every excess. A .J 

"" third. class rnight well be shocked, when they con- . 1 trasted their owz humble efforts to aid the people 
t 1 ' 

. and coinunidadek of e ihe sixteenth ceñtury, in . l 1 

opposing.! the encroachments of despotism, - now ' 1 
dancing attendance at court, coveting its tinsel 1 
honours and only ambitious of filling their pockets , - 

-with the public money. . The factt of its -being 
G G 



CLASSES os SOCIETY. 

cansidered that tliere are no elements for a cliam- 

exercise an earnazinp inflience ' ~on the condition 
and morals 6f the people ; the f o r i n ~  by the 
exhmple they sliow, and the precepts they instil ; 
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INFLUENCE OF THE M.OO@ SPAIN. '451, b': 

1; 
fortune, ake reproached for their piide, iridolence, ! *  i ' 

I'. ' 

rneanness ,and debauchery ,; the labourer and the 
soldier are said , to  be 'trea~her~us, ,;i -vindictiye, . , 

jealousqand, fanatical. + If these repqoaches -. he 
,well founded, thiy are m~or tant ,  as ppving that Y, I 

$he extremes of wealth and poverty produce F. 

* .  . . - 
pearly the ?ame, effeits : that they are unnatural, , 1 i. 

it would < a  not, J ,shoul(í imagine, req$ie mucb F, hr 

argument to prto:ove. , ,, S )  . t i  P 

The Abbé 49 grqdt has freiuently spokkn pf ' ' \  

p 
11 la 

' . the great affinity there exists Petween the people jl I 

of Spain, and their opposite .ncighbourg ~ f r i p ;  <. k l 

. -.áscif it weie a new discovery of his .own. ' ~'There b 
. r 

is certainly ncithing ,sqris ing in .this sin$arity, . 1 
occasioned by a possasion of . severa1 hundred i 

1 i 
! 

years, during which the Moors . occupied nearly 
' 

r t - .* < -." 
the whde su*f?ce of the ~e&sula. A .As . the &@S . S c 

sernarl5s have been received as bad co,mpliments,' 1 

if ,not ;as praofs' ,of Snature, by mpny personi , 

here, , it would be worth , vhile ;@quiring what 
I 

.Spain has lost,' by not being-more assimilated to , 

' 

Eurppe ? 1 am inclined to believe the separation - , _ /  

. has been r an advantage I j  . to her, and that i t  will 
operate as such, in a veri  .eminent degree, while 
her iiberties ve consolidati~ig. 

m a t ,  bgt the - serio& and , reflective turn 
\ 

-imbibed from their saraceni{ ancestors, ,h& pre- e 

vcnted ' people of ,Spain +Cqm encouraging e .  

a many vices which seem to be indigenous , .  in other . 

- countxies : rieither' gam bling, esl>ionnage, nor pros- 
titution , *  -have ;'ever rnade ':such . a; . .easy progress ,. . 

6 6 2  , S 
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here as in the rest of Europe ; and; if evkn autho- 
rized by'the government, I am convinced the most . 

abidoned clasies of ' the Spanish cornhunity, 
koiild reject sukh $egrading privileges with 
scorn. Even what are. vulgarly called the dregs 
of the people, seem to have a sense of delicacy in 
their manner, unknown tó rnany parts ofthe Con- 
tinent : those notions of decórum Ghich prevent 

r ,  the Spaniard of both sexes from tolerating many 
práctices, 'quite cornrnon in other ' countries, is 
'anothkr . .  . trait that deserves notice,' as it bespeaks 

_lF -- _ 
n early civilization,long anterior to that of their 

/ 

keikhbours, a i d  'which al1 the effects of boirup- 
tion llave riot been ablh to krádicate. -; . . 

, - 
Ít was a..favoUrite saying of Louis XIV. that 

thére Gas n'ó longer - any ~yrenees, ( ~ i  n'y a plus . 
" ? - 4 -  déS PMzees ; J this has been ' frequently 'repeated 

. " 

since iiis time, and very lately byr the ex.Bishop 
of 'Malines; ' However . . -  flattering to both nstions, 
thére is tbo wide a disLction placed. bv.nature 
between France and ~ p & ,  ever.io i a k e  t& above * . "  
phrase any tliing more than a popular figure of 
speech, so long as appirit of national independeice 
iemains ' in the Pininsula, and with i t  a Proper 
sense of national glory ;. while the people aim at 
prekerving the native ó r i i i n a ~ i t ~  of th&r mánnen, 

u .? v . .  . 
'and are t . p r ~ ~ d  of a glorious ancestry, so long 
~ í l l  t h e  birrier of 'the %enees remain. F& be 
. "  r . .  
ít frorn me ko wjsh, that these ' should prevknt 'a 
friendship."and interc6urse,, whi&'&& recip~ocajJy 

r , .  ,; 
. 'adva&ageous : there isv much to be gáined, rand 
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fiT 
a great deal of usefiil knowledge to be acquired * C i  

i '1 

from each other -: nature has: shed her blessings 'II , S"?" 
, ,  

on bqth coi~itries, with an . un$aring hand, $, 
i 1  . - < 

. i'" 
,*J. * 

nor wquld it be. an uninteresting. tisk 3;- draw - ["! 
* , "  + < . .  9 .  i 

a comparisonl~ between the moral and - physical: 
' \ + 

. A *  {: 

attributes óf nations, which, thoúgh touchibi $P. 

1 - ' * .  < ' . "  " 

each other, are yet so disknct in character, rnan- 1: 
- .  . f , - . . . . . . , . 1 

ners and habits. . , , , . . . -  t i ,  : : * ;  rj: 
h( 

1 ought  to ' have observed, in alluding. to the? 
LI 

, %'e 
, . t: 1, 

state of knowledgk, that cbnsideridg the oktacles 
2: 
8- 2 

l i , *  I 

opposed to  its progress, ' by the, innumerable' 
P i:;~ 

< . _  . . . . , *  r"', 

defects of; education and .+ other causes,., it ' is 1 
d .  .,. . . r  L 

ástonishifig to find '.so much infbrrnation spread , rsi 
1 . . . -  

i- . * . )  ' 

through the . infekior classes' of th& , people , in, 
8'". 

[C, 
I - . , . .  ,, - . - .  ;1 

Spain. , It is : rather: fsom ,long , habit;] bf sub-, f 

., ., - . ,, <1:* 

mission, .to his spirittial guide, that the Spanish ! 

1 b . - - -  - r 8 - .,- . .  
peasant has worn his fetters, t l~an from ignorance. , j? 

0 :  . . 
1 have conversed with ininy, who, though s&&ely - 

;: 
3: 

t j  

ever. out of the village which gave-them birthSd Y 

. . . .  \. . .- 
were thoroughly acquainted with the ~hief~sources i, 

, . . \ . ,  j: 
of the katiogal degradation. Witli a lasge sh$e 

fl i / of sagacity, it  re@ires very little , A .  time . to, 
k.. il I 

improve this disposition towardg acQiiring.correct t 4; 
notions of their ' political condition : hence it. is, , t$ 1 
that the soldiers and * sailors of the . ~ e n i b k l a  E 
are nearly as well informed as tliose of England io 

$1 

and France. There is, however, another very ' 6 
li 

extensivé dass here whicli is still more enlight- 1 
ened than either of the fbrrnkr: 1 aliude- to the P 
Arkkros or Muleteers ; of whom there are an I 

- immknse, nurnber in Spain ; . owiig . to . the . , , , \  want of  . 

j 
t 1 

1 
' .  S 



roads, and mduhtainóús nature of the eountry. 
l This is i singular ihtilligént bbdy of inen. To 

these 'maj be added the &ntrab&,?istai, oi Smug- 
glers, aiso numerous association ; whó, when 
reclaimed, and brought into habits of regular 
industry, will be a great acquisition t a  the moral 

, ihd  ~ki~s ica l  stréhgth bf th8 iiatión. 
In  the common intercourse of life; Spaniards of 

both sexes'áre; polite and friendljr ih the extreme : 
ibis fe61ifig tÓkards each other; ii ciriied farther 
t h  iii most boilniries, and seerns to be divested 
of al¡ affé~tation. The Agur 2nd Va ya *ksted con 

- -  I 

DEo~, saíutations &sed in passing t h ~  most perfect 
strangers, is, doubtless, coeval witki chiistianity," 
a ihost iiriiiable practice, and onk ~ h i c h  ought not 
tfierefore to place to the frigid and ielfish 

- - 
foñns of foteign courtesy, %hich are as common 
to Spaiil as to other countries. 
' The general treatment a n d  reception of 

strángérs in Spain, though tinctured with that 
-súspicion, with which the pbople have beeri taught . 
to regará each other, bears a most striking con- 
trast w ~ t h  the sptematic plan of extortion or 
incivility pfaitised amoríg the lower akd trading 

* The Goma he den 'grízld, or God savh you, my dear7 is also 
retainid amongst the Irish Peasantry. The coincidente of dresu, 
.~hysiognomy, and particular customs between the lower classes 
of both countries, can arise. only from circumstances connected 
with a commoii origin. How singular that there shoúld have 
beei so little diffcxence in their political destinies ! 

' 

" .  



THEIR GENERAL HONESTY* 
1 

classes . in most otlier parts of the Continent. 
i 

ir. 

A system which some governments seem to en- I 
. . /' 

E '  
courage and support, by their neither applying a 6 
remedy, nor' affording , adequate satisfaction, in 1 ' , 

34 

many cases of flagrant delinquency. + 
P 
\ '  

Those who travel through Spain, may certai.111~. , 

i'> 

1 

be plundered of their property by the highway t :  \ 
4 

1 robber ; and, as in some instances, assassinated 
also ; but any sne acquainted with this country, , ,  

will. agree with me in bearing . testimony to the . 
L I  

f 
t, 

little disposition there is to impose . on travellers, 
I 

or aggravate that imposition by insult and ferocity ; Y 

M t E é  inseparable effect of impunity; The ,fos~going~ 
fact is highly honourable to the Spanish character, tlj 

and the rnore'remarkable in a eountry reduced to 
t 

'i 

I the last stage of indigente and poverty ; excuses, 
I b -- - * - -  

wXch, "liad as they are, cannot be pleaded ' in P 

:: 

1 any other coüntry bf Euroye, to an equal extente+% 
l S; 

qi 

;2, 

J' 

So great is the deartli of accommodation on many of the 
lb  

A (  

+$ 
Sponish roads, that it is as yet advisable for travellcrs to E&ry al1 . . - - .  " 1" 

tlicir resourccs with them, even to a bed : when, on reaching &n ): 
<* 

Osterin, or slee@ihg'pla~e, ht night ; foii h ay  a& for the bili of il J; 
fare, the answer is, generally, a shrug of the shodlder, with, n a  # 
hay aynadn, tlierh is nothing : if your inquiries be pushed somewhat 

:? 
\; 

hlther, aiid it is askcd, '< what have you got?" they c'oolly (3 
reply, c c  lo pui usted traiga:' whatevcr you . have bioúght ! 

i b  
4 

The rnode of eipplyiog the wantr of travellers in Spain, is rather 
too patríaichil for the taste of modern tourists: the arrival of the, B 
Arrieros, and their travelling companions is usually followed by a- f 
spccies of market, held before tlio door of the  Inn. To mend r 
mattero, one is reduced to the necessity o1 becoming his own oock- 



- NATIONAL PRIDE. ' 

It has been'jusily observed, that nations as weIl 
as individuals, have a weak point, yhich neither 
reflection nor experience A can cude- : Castilian 
pride has long been proverbial; and, thaugh so 
many circumstances have coinbined to diminish - 
it, 'siice the immortal lessohs of Cervantes were 

. first . read to his countrymen, : th'ere is still enough 
remaining to exekcise the pen of an able sátirist, 
and - which is constantly giving rise to the' most 
erroneous views , of men and - things in ~asious 
instances: IIt is true, no people of Europe can 
look back with more complacenby and self-satis- 

, - - - - - -  - faction, on the history of former days, than those 
of Spain ; teeming as it does with acts of heroism, 
nothing is more naturál than for a Spania"rd to 
forget the cruelties which marked ihe progress of' 

- - tliose - chiefs who were spurred on by the double 
impulse - of * conquest and seligious .fanaticism - in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, or while 
contemplating the heroes of Saguntum, ~ u h a n t i a  
and Zaragoza* A thousand other reminiscences 

. . 

and batler. There is, however,' a compensation in thc 'witty 
sallics,of the muleteers, who are full of gaicty and humour, passino; 
off every inconveniince in the true spikt bf practica1 philosophy- 
It not,unfmuently happens that one of them plscei himself on a 

' beneh, with his guitar, and continues t i  toich it 'to sime nstional - 

song, , ti11 siipper is itnnounced. A ' thousand recollection~ are 
awakeued by this agreeable surprise,' of, which : the ch& is 

greatly heightened, if tlie moon happ& to illuminate the 
beautiful snd bclouded acure hf a Spanish sky, in aÚtu& 
surnmer. + *  


