LACY S FATE.

1

A much severer fate attended Lacy, and those_
who had to share hrs""fortunes. In consequence-{ , T
~of an order 1ssued by the 0‘overnor of Mataro, caII-.«. G
ing upon’ the peasantry on pam ‘of death'to" asmst._; {3
in the pursurt ‘the' fugitives: were foiced: to taks .
refuge ina farm-house, Whose propnetor was base SR
“enougly to betray them soon :after their departure (g
for the frontiers. Intimidated’ by the- above pe-l e '
remptory mandate,’and strlctly enJorned to obey it v
by thelr sp1r1tua1 adv1sers, who had, asusual made: g
.common cause- “with " the servile leaders, a largea o e
party came ~up ‘with Lacy’ and *his- frlends, and, .
threatened to fire on them if they d1d not surren- ok
‘der." On hearmg this unexpected “summons Cfrom
those 'who had been till-then regarded as frlends,
the general came forward and w1th great calmness
rephed ‘that he Was ready to'do 805" but Would not; o
deliver his"sword, or be taken'alive’ except by a
'mlhtary officer. * The’ dlgmﬁed manhér Whlch ‘
- Lacy expressed himself, had such': an- effect’onthe
1nfatuated peasants that many ‘of § them mstantly _
'retlred a few, however, calculatmv on the reward .
‘Which had been offered for his" apprehensron, peér-.
s1sted in thelr demand ‘and‘a’ v1olent altercatlon |
ensued this was proceedmg to extremrtres, when;i- ok it
an oﬂicer and ﬁle of soldrers appeared and put i
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'and other pubhc bod;ee. “To., inarease ther oy of thxs ej&ce}llent
, §0ﬁ‘1cer, he found Madame Mllans a’.n"dt ’her chlldren_oni
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fend to the dlspute ;. on. Lacy 8% presentmg *his
* sword, the former refused to accept it, observing
ina respectf'ul tone, ¢ the: - weapon cannot - be in
~ better. hands,, General . your Excellency must
therefore excuse me from takmg it Havmg at
length surmounted his scruples, the pr1soner was’
conducted to- Blanes, and thence escorted to, the
C1tadel of Barcelomay, citinariind « opaiihemi iads
Tried by the: commission for the persecutmn of
th}e“patrrots, the._General Wa_svcondemned in the
- same illegal 'way as Porlier, and might have ‘been
executed with as little ceremony, were it not for
his. popularlty, and " consequently a fear, lest the
garrison - would have interfered to prevent the . -
- execution of the sentence.” Of all those acts which
. have rendered the: reign’. of ‘terror’ memorable,
. the subterfuge adopted for’ the purpose of sacti-
v ﬁcmg Lacy is that the most worthy of execration,
" It was while one un1versal cry for mercy ascended
' the throne of Ferdinand, in behalf of this unfortu-"
. nate chief, that the ministers. ordered him. to be
’ 'conveyed to, . MaJorca, qunder, pretence of com-
~_muting his senterice into imprisonment.- Reaching
that island on the 30th June, he was shut up in the
«castle of Bellver, and had been only four. daysin
;conﬁnement before A]garre, the - Judge-advocate;
who officiated at his trial, presented himself to the
»unsuspectmg victim, read his sentence, and noti-
fied that it would be carried into execution at five
_o’clock on the followmg rnormng ‘It was no ‘won-
der 1f tlus abrupt announcement of hls last hour,
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when he might perhaps be 1ndulg1ng the fond hope .

of once more: embracmg his wife and child, or
 that he mlght yetlive to see Spain free, occasioned
‘a severe shock : the hero, however, is said to have
speedily recovered from the first impulse of horror,
50 natural ‘at_such. a moment, and tranqurlly ob-
served, ¢ I was not prepared to hear this sentence,

but since it must be so, I will be ready Thus
betrayed, and condemned: to suffer at a distance :

from his relatives and friends, the death: of' Lacy

was embittered a-thousand-fold ; yet- do -all the

detalls which have transpired’ relatlve ‘to thls sad

event,’ ‘concur in proving that"it exhibited a rare
example of' unaﬂ'ected courage and manly f‘or-\

i

" The few hours of preparatron aﬁ'orded to' Lacy oy £
were occupied in drawing' out a will in favour of =
his wife, and giving directions relatlve to the edu-

cation of their only child, who was recommended
to the protectmn of that country which his parent

had 5o faithfully served. A slave to his profes- .,
‘sional duties; and: mcessantly called 1 upon to make -

Pecuniary sacrifices’ in “support of" freedom, ' the
. ;General had scarcely any property to bequeath..

Prompted by more zeal than prudence, thefy iends
- of Lacy ‘have recently taken: great pains to prove
that he died a staunch Votary to the catholic faith;
conformmgtoalhts ceremonies.: A number of depo-

smons, descmbmg those c1rcumstances whrch took™ .
Place juist before his death; have been circulated, to . -
confirm these unimportant assertions: It Would perm_ i

’ "‘s2
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heps”, be lﬁore ﬂatt‘ering to his ‘memory, had the
ariginal reports’ remained uncontradicted. - Like
P0111er, the hero: of. _Catalonia. also attached more

.. importance to the. plactlce of virtue than to the -

forms. of religious' wotship, :so that-when surround-
' ed by the band of priests that usual]y flock to the

~ aid of the conderined, in" Spain, aswell: to. dis-

cover their’ secrets as to prepare- them' for. Para-
dise;" Lacy is: szud to: have - betraved some - doubts
as to’ their means of consoling his ‘wounded splrlt, |
smarting as’jt- was under the'i 1mpress1ons created .

o by the: conduct of “his penecutors Mmutely

versed in the’ hlstory of his; country, the general
~.could not forget that nearly all its misfortunes had -
;vouo'mated in superstition or fanaticism ; and when d
A he recollected that those who now came to preachv .
_ ‘peace and "good -will. belonged to a’ class which
" had. mvarlably opposed  the progress of diberty;
how could the :dying hero : possibly reconcile ‘the
mild and’ annable doctrines’ of Chust w1th that
mlsplaced devotion, which could as. feadily 'de-
~ nounce;a patriot to power as-it; offered abSOIU,tIOH_{ :
to' the most dégraded criminal ?- ' There -is-in fact :
- every reason-to. beheve that; "although: Lacy was
1ncapable of giving oﬁ"ence to his spiritual gmdes,' A
who were: doub’dess hon01able exceptions to.the

1nass, by an.open expression ‘of his sentiments,’ he, "

~at least convinced them; that his hopes in f'uturlty o
were demved from a- much -more exalted: source

'fthan the -elevated - -cross ‘and. _consecrated : Wafel'-.' i

In other respects,rfew could have less: need of' ex+
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ternal’ consolatmn than’ one whose whole hfe had
beeri marked by a scrupulous regard for, ‘the: obli-
gatlons of. morahty and virtue §° whlle his magna:
nimity-- and personal bravery in: an “hundred -
combats, bore: testlmony to the md1ff'e1 ence’ W]th 3

whlch ‘he could meet the final hour

“The only advantage enJoyed by the Catalor.-an -

chlef over hls illustrious tival = in the lists™ of

fame, was that of’ being shot,’ instead of ‘suffer- "

ing the ‘more ignoble’ fate of Porher.. Here is
good ground for 1nferr1ng that his enemies thought
~even - this " mdulgence a great favour ;- thoucrh

it s clearly ploved they: dreaded the' conse-

quence of-a’ public execution. ,‘Conducted to a
ditch’ of . the . castle, at ﬁve in’ the morning; ac-
companied - by a: pnest, and a file of “ soldiers

destined’ to" telmmate his " emstence, the ' death

of Lacy: presents more the ‘character of a mid-

night murder than' a _]udlcml decree carried inte
effect for the’ ‘purpose of -a salutary example, the =

object of - ail pumshments under al govunment
of law and justice. | : &

© 'The :biography of Lacy is * more vaued than |

that ‘of his heroic” predecéssor; while it possesses
“somewhat stronger “claims " to ‘the sympathy of
‘ Enghshmen. : Descended “from . Heldebert de

Lacy, who accompamed William L' to” our’ shores, ‘
and was created Count of - meoln after the con- .

 quest, the branch from' wh1ch the: hero of Cata-

lonia- sprang, passed ‘over to - Ireland i m the lelgn’
of Hemy IL. and continued there as Counts of ..
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Ulster ‘above two centuries : . stripped of’ their
fortune by the rapacity of succeeding Viceroys,
and ultimately. persecuted for their religious opi-
nions, four brothers, of whom Lacy s father was
‘one, sought refuge from persecution and political
dlsablhtles in Spain about the middle. of the last
century : like most of the: Irish ooutcasts,. they
were: récewed with open arms here. -Patrick de

Lacy, had obtained ‘a commission in the regiment _

of Ultonia, excluswely destined. for the reception
of his countrymen, and died at the camp: before
Gibraltar, in 1780, leaving a widow and two
children, one of whom died wh1le yet an infant.
“Luis the eldest who was born in’ 17’75 entered the
army at the early age of fourteen, and served with
' dlstlnctlon _during the fruitless contest, between
this country and the French Republic in 1795 :
_promoted to the rank of captain not long after;
he proceeded to the Canariés, where he soon be-

~ came an object of - jealousy, owing to the freedom

of  his opinions, relative-to, the system pursued
by the Prince of Peace. Placed on a scanty
half-pay, unwilling to -witness abuses which he

had no mesns of correcting, and animated with ai

ardent thirst to acquire knowledge, Lacy left
Cadiz in 1802, travelled to Barcelona on foot,
passed some. days in' the society of his old com-
panions, who happened to be quartered there, and

having procured testimonials of - character . from
the colonel, prosecuted his ‘way almost penny-’
less through France to Bologne, where %appl‘elon"

“
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was orgamzmg the: army of - England Havmg
tendered his services, Lacy was first accepted as-
a privaté in a regiment of infantry ; he soon at-
tracted the hotiCe of his Colonel; who ‘advanced
him to the rank of serJeant When, however, “his
story came to the ears of the’ ‘emperor; he was im-
mediately presented with - a captain’s’ conimission

in the Irish ‘brigade, ‘then forming" at- Morlalx,

under the auspices of Arthur O’Connor. . :

It was during his stay in ‘Brittany, that Lacy
marmed Mademoiselle de Guermeur of Quimper,
(his surviving widow;) who accompanied her hus-

~

_band to"the Netherlands, When the brigad> form=<

ed ‘part.of the force sent to repell our ill-fited

and ‘woise combined’ expedition to Walcheren,

This amlable ‘Woman'is now at’ Madrid, and occu-
pied in- supermtendmw the education of her child,

1111818, who bids.fair'to' emulate the v1rtues of '

his lamented father. : : G ‘ ;
' Appomted to command thé remment 1n 1808

Licy soon after received orders to join: the army: )

in Spain, under Murat, and was liere on’the ‘fatal

- 2nd of May ; but pefceiving the tendency of pub-:

lic opinion in favour of independerce, qut herg
did not for a moment hesitate' between the dufies)
of patriotismand those of personal g gratitude.: - |

Proceeding with all -possible-dispatch-to Seville,:

B Where the authorities had already began to orga- :

nize & national forde, Lacy’s first appoiritiment was:

o that of captain‘in'. the . regiment ; forming - part- of
Cuesta*s division. ' “This was a preliminary step to!

Y

i
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his! bemg hamied commandant of the Ledeqma :
L Batfa.hon which he had himself created. ' During
[ the disastrous carhpaigns of 1809 and the following
. year, Lacy was destined to’ see all thefruits. of
. that patriotic feeling, “which' had-impelled the

people-of Spain to take ‘up arms, lostby:the weak-
ness or: mcapac:lty of the :génerals: who: had “been
,selected -with ;50! dittle ‘discriminafion fo’ lead " the'
respective. cbrps 5" {Transfetred to'the regiment of
- Burgos, he" was:‘particularly: dlsungulshed 4t the
battles iof Aranjuez, Ocanaand Almonacid : Lacy -
also’ gaﬁfe ‘extraordinary : proofs: ‘of; his’ 1mhtary

B . talents on the plains ‘of La: Mancha, and in de-

i:é-'fendmg the passes of' the Sierra Morena, £9
" .Called to assist in 'the defence of Cadlz, Lacy -
headed all the “sorties ‘o successfully made :from
‘theilines of La Isla;in 1811, and tooka most active’
* part”in’ the : cbattle: of Ch1clana Having by his' -
- ‘gallantry and superior-skill attracted’ general’at-l
 téntion and esteem, hé was at: length appointed-to
“the- “chief? command ins Ca.ta.loma, for: which; <he: i
sailéd in'J ane of the.above, cyear,” and :soon: after ‘%
Inded mear: Tarragona, ‘the first object-of _his’ 0=
; hcxtude for: he had riot: 6nly: the fnortification 10
find’ that strong holdcin the hands- of :the” enendyy
but the aﬁﬂy completely’ dlspersed and the whole: s
provinCe:ina statéof the utriost confusion. o™
Lacy’sre-orgamzatlon ‘of ! the ‘Cataloniait army,lj ;
amidit difficulties ‘of "every Kind, in ! the: face of &
powerful -eriemy:; *his- successf'ul..,m_curs‘mnse _mt? 5
the French: territory; where:he had lévied.contrl> - -
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butrons and procured supphes, when mione. could ‘

* be had at home, will sbear ‘an’ ‘advantageous cotn

parison with the most celebrated exploits of the- |

revolutionary war : when:it is:ddded, that during
the time- he remained in: Catalonia; not. more than
a year ‘and eight months,: Lacy was - victorious in:
‘seventy-su; act1ons, and sustamed only oné reverse,
that of Altafulla, fought without his consent; some

notion'may be, formed of his clalms to_the: tltle of ye

an able’generak::  ilow el T i oy

On the military arrangements of 181% takmg S

place he was sent to command the army. of reserve.
_in Galiciayand: shortly after narhed: captam-gene-v
~1al "of.the, province's in.-which -situation he- re-
mained, to the great s satlsfac’uon of the inhabitants,
until the feturn of. Ferdmand, when;like. all those'}
Wwho had contnbuted to the glory of their country;
he was-also: deptived, of .his well -earned- honours.

Having. retired:- to: Cataloma,,Lacy took up - his -
~ abode:in the siall town: of Vinaroz:; cherethe cre- -
mained to witness:the degradation -of> Spain, and; -

the’ accumu]ated: suﬂ'ermgs of:. his fellow! soldlers,

until:1816, when he was appomted secofid in com=

mand: to;;Castarios 3 but ‘prévented: by: ill-health

from domg 'hls dutyﬂ It would cbe:an injustice to '

‘the -patriotism " and pubhc Spirit:: ‘ of - this! distin-

guished: character; to suppose he. had not ‘contem-
plated : the’ mecessity.; of - making ; some's effort- m‘

favour of - freedom: long before his [ visit-to: Ca g

| detes;,:. The ‘anxiety of Lacy to co-operate in-an-

measure that presented a chance of: removmg suc

?
}
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innumerable evils as those brought on by. the. ser-
vile faction, ‘was well. known fer some time pre- ‘
vious to the project conceived in : 1817 : it is
therefore only to be regretted- that, when such a
man formed the resolution of drawing the sword
he did not receive greater support ; for.with, the
enterprizing spirit of Lacy, his popularity: and
great talents, it has never been doubted that,. if
properly seconded by the garrison of Barcelona,
the trmmph of 11berty Would have been con-
Asummated Fretrmae e v e st b P}
~.1 cannot conclude thls account of' Lacy S’ catas-
trophe without’ adverting to the conduct’ of* Cas-
“tdnos: as already observed, this officer is said to
have done all he could to prevent the hero’s arrest
in the first ihstanée, and that he joined his suppli- -
cations for mercy to those of others who addressed
the-throne. Upon the whole, public opinion is. by
no means favourable to the captain-general. Those
whom I have :consulted. on this .delicate‘ques.tioﬁ,h
are unanimous in agreeing, that as the professed
personal friend of Lacy, and more than any other
general of the Peninsula enabled to estimate’ the
immense services he had rendered durmg the waty,
Castanos’ ought to have saved his life, however
great'the sacrifice’ might have been to. his own
personal interests. . If he had, his name would have
lived 'in: the grateful . remembrance of: posteritys
 those from whom his authority was derived would
be spared the perpetration of a horrlble cnme’ Qnd
Spain the loss of her bravest patriot.

.,.‘ ’ i : i . ‘/ i I
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The 1nhab1tants of Barcelona have lately v1ed
with those of Corunna in doing justice to the re-
mains of their departed chief; conveyed. there in

June, they were honoured with a triumphant fune- ,
ral, at which the whole population, garrison and
public bodies, united in paying a last tribute to

his virtues and heroism. Like the ashes of Porlier,
those of Lacy have also been deposited in an urn,
and inscribed with an approprlate epitaph ; it now
forms one ‘of the most consprcuous monuments in
the Campo Santo of that beautiful city.

Alth&ugh the’ regular course of my narrative
has been’ 1nterrupted by the foregomg details, in

which T'have endeavoured to gratify any curiosity
~ you mwht feel wrth regard to the’ obJect of them,

I trust it is’ unnecessary to apologize for the
' ,dlgressmn. It has hitherto been the practice
to raise splend1d mausoleums, and blazon forth the
most minute actions of men,’ whose whole lives
have presented 11ttle more than a series of aggres- -
sions against the. liberties, and happiness of mans -

kind ; it would surely be the helght of injustice to

omit those, quahtres which serve to -exalt. human

Dature while they impel the wise ‘and good: to la-
bour in a cause too often -espoused ' from the sor«
dld motrves of selﬁshness and personal amb1t1on. s




v Project of Reinforeing Morillo.—Failure of San Carlos in Procuring . Trans-
s L - ‘ports in England.—A Squadron is Purchased from Russia.—Tatischeff . and
! AR Ugarw .~ Scheme Xnterrupted by the Crueltles of Eho at Valencia. -—-Pohcy
‘of Ferdinand and lis: Ministers, —Renewal ‘of the Expedltlonury Plan.—Ap-
, pomtment of . O’Donnell to the Chief Command ~ Some’ Account ‘of_this
s ‘ General --Hls Conduct in 1814 —Reconc;lmtmn thh Imcy, and Promlses of
Support ~His Prqyect for- re-estnbl«shmg the- Consmuhon —-Proposmon of

i~the Patnots Rejectod ——Dlssnmulatlon of the Count and his friend Sarsfield.—
Arrest and Impnsoument of the Colonels on the plam of Palmar -—Reﬂec-

& nons Suggested by the l’roceedmgs of Abxsbnl o
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)

) el 220 Madrid, October, 1820
ol NEITHER the daxly encreflsmg embarrassments
of - the' court, assailed ‘by.- consp1rac1es at ‘home
- and the " voice’ of :public opinion: abroad ‘nor its
poverty and.total loss of credit; were. sufﬁc1ent to -
deter those who' surrounded Ferdlnand from pel" .
severing'in the preposterous des1gn of reinforcing

Morilloy at a:time too, when' every hope of suc- .
- cess had vanished in Venezuela and New Granada,’
_ owing to-the victories ‘of Bohvar "and his generals. '
o “The mere fact of Wlshmg to regain colonies, -t0
which they had no means of conveymo* the troops
necessary for their conquest, proves to what r1d1- ;
culous extremes the follies of these men were.
carried; while it serves more than volumeS 0.5
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 illustrate the prevailing’. system of govemment.» i

San Carlos,: the ;Ambassador: in London, .having
failed in his ‘efforts <to. procure vessels, ﬁom the

British shlp -ownlers, : who, very properly adhered )

‘to the independents, recourse was had to the Rus-

sian Enivoy, Tatischeff;  whose amazing influence - -

here: has been noticed in a; former letter.. - As, thts
was derlved from his blind def'erence to the i 1nsane
projects and criminal views of those in power,' he

!
t
i

lent a wﬂhng ear to the present apphcatlon g

‘unmmdfu] Jof “the, deep. disgrace -which “must
necessarily attach 0. his” master, forcthus. open-
ly favouring . a. new crusade agamst freedom;
the idea. of adding'’ 4. trifling:sum’ to_the imperial

treasury, ‘atid, gratlfymg the avarice of his creature;

Ugarte, % who'was charged with, preparing’ the. ex-

pedition, seems to have absorbed.every other con-

sideration, and a squadmn was prov1ded on terms
hlghly advantageous to Russia., g <l b :u

It ‘was while forced loans, exorbltant taxauon,
hew 1mposts on forelgn commerce, and such other

Measures as. corruption could dev1se, were carry- -

4 ! : ;.
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' lng on for the above unhallOWed purpose, that the"

* There cannot be a- -gréater-satire: ‘on the servile govemment :

th&n the advancement of Ugarte from the humble oﬂice of a street .

porter, tobe the head of the Camarllla, and conhdentml advmer of .
Ferdmand It is. not amongst the least of those curses, Whlch !

. &ttend legltlmacy, that fools and villains often succeed in-ob* :
- talmng its’ protectlon, when the wise and v1rtu0us are treated with ..

- Se0rh orneglect. s b i Lol Bl
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_oppressive conduct of Elio at Valencia occasioned
some interruption to the scheme, by obliging the
officers of the garrison there to form a plan, which,
in removing the tyrant, should afford another
chance of relief to the friends of liberty. Destined
like the rest to be foiled, at the moment of execu-

tion, Elio gladly seized the opportunity of com-

pleting what he had commenced in 1814 after
putting the gallant leader, Colonel Vidal, and se-
veral of his companions to an ignominious death,
their bodies were exposed on a gibbet, as objects
. of terror to the peaceful inhabitants. Not sati-
ated with the blood of so many victims, more than
two hundred individuals of both sexes were arrest-
ed'and thrown into the dungeons of ‘the inqui-
sition by order ‘of this ‘modern -Attila, who is
further described as having personally assisted -
in applying the tortures of the holy office to num-
bers, with a view of’ discovering the accomplices
of Vidal, and spreadmg dlsmay amongst the pa~

- triots generally.

- The disposition of Ferdmand and h1s adv1sers,
while the horrors of Valencia were - perpetratlng,

'may be readily inferred, from their allowing the
author of them quietly to retain his command.

. Acting throughout the terrific drama as judge and

_ execunoner, neither age, sex, ‘nor condltmn es-
caped the sanguinary m1n1ster of vengeance, whose
order of the day, issued previous to sacnﬁcmg the

 patriots, deserves to be recorded. as a 'specimen of

legltlmate rule in the nineteenth century, and to
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furmsh another proof of what the people of Spam
were doomed to suffer under.its agents.*: " -

When the cruelties of Elio had: somewhat sub-

sided, giving place to that ‘deceitful calm which

usually results ‘from violence, Ugarte hastened to

- renew the exped1t1onary scheme, still more favored -

than before by the 'continued reverses of Morillo

and turbulent temper of the army, which rendered. .

it necessary to ~accelerate the preparatmns, since
many of the disaffected regiments would thus be
removed from . the possibility of “giving future

uneasiness. - As the ships purchased from Russia -
were alréady. on their way to Cadiz,’ the period of

embarkation was fixed for the autumn of 1819. .

Most of' the troops 1ntended for the NeW'

Anda.lusm,‘,and the temporary command given to

Abisbal, .a name so intimately connected with the

history of the last six. years, and’ more especially . "

those events which led to the re-éstablishment of
" freedom, that it cannot be passed: over in silence.
Of all those who 'have appeared on’ the political
stage’ of Spain, within the above epoch, ‘the cha-

racter of Henry O’Donnell, Count Abisbal, is un- .

Questionably the most wavering and enigmatical.
The immediate descendant of a family driven from
Ireland by the same causes which expatriated that

of Lacyand so many others, the Count, much more -

—

* This atrocions document will be found in the appendix..;
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highly favoured on the score of fortune than the '
hero of Catalonia, had the reputation of being ‘

~ nearly his equal in military knowledge and per-

sonal bravery, qualities which he frequently dis-
played during the war of independence.: It ‘was
however just after the laurels  of O’Donnell had
fresh gathered in the field of honour, and’while
the liberales conceived theyhad not a more staunch

~ supporter or determined friend, that the army of

reserve under. his command followed the baneful
example of Elio’s corps, and declared in favour of
despotism against - the ‘constitution. . Whatever
might have 'been the ‘motive which  induced the
Count thus: to-sacrifice such ' dearly earned fame,
and the interésts of  his'.country, it"is certain he -
retained his~honours ‘and” emoluménts in’ 1814,

_.whlle his nomination to-the board of - general offi-

~ cers for re-organizing' the: army, “proved.'he had
become a favourite at court. "’ Like all ‘those who
‘vacillate in their-political principles, a variety of
anecdotes are in-circulation, relative to . the sub-

sequent conduct of ' Count ‘Abisbal ;  the few par-
ticulars I am about to relate, were cemmimieatéd
to me ‘previous to my arrival ' here, and as they

have been in a ‘great'measure confirmed by respect-

able testlmony since - that 'time, - there lS the- 1eSS

reason t6 doubt their. authentlc1ty

. That O’Donnell was not sincere in his- adherence
to Ferdinand, is evident from the correspondence

| _heis said to have entered into with the confiden-

tial attendants ‘of Charles: TV in 1815, for the
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avowed purpose. of restoring the old monarch and

. converting him into'a constltutmnal King.: Hav-
ing, on his return from. the- French front,ier,-;mef;

Lacy here, they made - ‘up  a misunderstanding-
~which had occurred some years before, and so- -

lemnly engaged thencefmth to. co-operate with

each other in the great work of national regenera- ‘
tion. Appomted Captam-general -of Andalusia, K

soon after, the Count was one of those who urged
Lacy to strike the first blow in Catalonia, promis-
‘ing faithfully to 'support the attempt with all the
troops under his command at Cadiz and its vici-
' nity. «Notwithstanding his famous order of theday,

on the failure of Porlier, which once more shook:
the confidence ‘inspired by rhis recent professions, -

Ablsbal took great palns to’ manifest his wishes i in- A

fayour of a change, when i in addition to his former

bd
appointment, he was named commander in chief

of the expedition, towards the end of 1818. - One

of the reasons now alleged by the General, for-

the vehemence with - which he expressed his ‘opi-
~ nions, and called upon the officers to join him in

Proclaiming the.constitution, arose from his anx1ety k
to atone for having, through false zeal and mis-

Placed loyalty, contributed to its - suspension in
18145 difficult as it was to confide in the promises

of one who had so often varied, the Count gave -

such proofs of smcenty on this occasion, that he

at length succeeded in. _making converts of ‘the

Most sceptical. The prospect which now opened
before O’Donnell was truly ﬂattermg ; he had re.
T ‘
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éoVered the esteem of his fellow soldiers, and was’
about to obtain 1mm01ta11ty, by leading them on
to the goal of freedom : a day being fixed for pro- .
claiming the constitution, the dutles of all those
Who were destined to participate in the sacred
enterpnze ‘were ' traced out, and conﬁdent1a1
agents selected to prepare the minds of the sol-
. diery. = As ‘the time of :declaring ‘themselves
approached the patriots, justly apprehensive “of
the evil consequences which could not fail to re-
sult from ‘having the civil administration in: the}»
hands of a military chief, proposed that a provi-
- sional Junta of government should be appointed -
untll the cortes could be assembled.. The Couint .
1is'said to have been quite indignant at -a-proposal,
which seemed to call his own talents ‘and patriot-
ism in question, and expressions are attributed to
"him, which if ever uttered, certainly justify the
determination of the officers not to act, nor pro- \
“ceed in the design on any other terms, The Gene-
ral and his second in command, Sarsfield,*: also
the intimate friend of Lacy, are supposed to have,
from that moment, renounced the project.: This

~* This officer is descended from Lord Lucan, who espoused
,the cause of James I1, in Treland, where the name ' ‘of Sarsfleld
s still famlhar, as the hero of a popular national drama, called
the battle of Aughrlm or the fall of St. Ruth in which Lucan
endeavoured to sustain the interests of his master agams‘n those of .
William TIL *] {3 he Spamsh general’ served with Lacy and
-O’Donnell during the war, and until the 8th July, 1819, he:was

v
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mtentlon, lowever, was carefully concealed It
~ having been previously arranged, that the troops

should encamp at Port St. Mary’s, and the “15th
July appointed for carrying the plan into’'execu-

tion, O’Donnell called his_ friends together, and

mformed them that, as there was every: reason to - .

believe the whole scheme had been discovered by
the court, it would be impossible to wait so long ;

he had ' therefore ‘determined to fix the morning
of the 8th, for effecting the obJect in view, and
hoped - this would be equally agreeable to their

‘wishes. The tommunication was most Joyfully )

received, and no suspicion entertained - of ‘the
intended chanoe on ‘the part of their leader.
Orders were accordmo*ly issued for the regiments
‘to assemble on the plam of Palmar, near' “Xerez,

(at Whlch town Sarsfield was quartered with .the .
cavalry. The General himself left Cadiz on the

&vening of the- 7th, causing those of the inhabi-

tants who were in the secret, to mform the people 2

that he was going to ploclzum the constitution,
and would return the. following day to perform
the same “office amongst them ; alleging that as

COnsulered as- one of the best ofhcerq and’ bravest _men in’ the
Peninsula,

those ‘who betray public liberty: an axiom which is amply proved
In the present case ; for ever since the part taken by Sarsfield

. inthe’ transactions of the above day, his past glories are hlasted,’

and his very existence almost Lonmgned to oblivion, or remein-
bered only to be contemned.”

T2

. But no virtues or talents, how ever grea.t can "~ avail
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" the army had unfortunately destroyed it in 1814
' .the first cry of liberty should emanate from the
, camp, s0 as to efface the errors of that meIancholy
perlod Nothing could exceed the joy evmced by
all those who heard this piece of 1nte111gence, and
e preparatlons were 1mmed1ately commenced to Te-
ceive the expected deliverer of his country. Land- -
mg at Port St. Mary s, O’Donnell placed hlmself
at the head of some 1nfantry stationed there, and
proceeded with them to join the maln body, while
Sarsfield led on the cavalry from  Xerez. The.
troops ‘were drawn out and had already gone
through the usual evolutions, when the second in
| command, and Abisbal, appeared at the same mo-
ment, advancmg in opposite d1rect10ns expecta-
tion was at its ‘height, and both oﬁ’icers and men
congratulating each other on “the joyful event :
whlch would soon terminate the reign of terror
It is, however, evident, that the parties who accom-
panied the General and his friend, had been taught
* their lesson, - for on Sarsﬁeld perceiving him, his
, first movement was to ride rap1dly along the ]1ne,
- followed by several ‘squadrons of horse, exclaim-
P ‘; ‘ing Vivael Rey! 'This ominous watch word being
/ ~+ repeated by the Count and his party, it soon be-

" - came general nor was it until he had summoned the’
colonels around him, and told them they were
priscners in the King’s name, that the patriots .
- would- credit the evidence of their senses. It
would be vain to attempt describing the astomsh-
ment and indignafion exc1ted by this extlaordl- '
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© nary proceedm ; but, before there was suﬁic1ent

time, either to express ‘their sentiments on such
treatment, or .appeal to the. troops, each of the

prisoners, fifteen in number, including the flower
of the patriot ch1ef§, and heroes of La Isla, were"
‘hurried off under - escorts, and confined in the,

ne1ghbounng castles. ~This act, which requires no -
comment as it speaks for itself, did not secure to -
Abisbal the conﬁdence or favourof the Court; for, :
although well received on his arrival here, he was

1mmed1ately called upon to resign his command,

and Count Calderon, a name till then scarce]y_

known 1o the army, appomted his successor.
Whatever civilities may have been shown to the

Count on his return from Andalusia, they did not’

continue many days-; he had 'doubtless rendered

an important service to the servile faction; but”

(0} Donnell must have known that gra’atude was not
amongst the number of their virtues. 'On the

other hand, although ministers were fully aware of |

. the part he had taken in preparing the revolt, yet
they: resolved to keep up appearances, until a
favorable opportunity occurred for bringing home
the charge, or gratifying their resentment. - The
Count was thus placed between the fear of pumsh-
ment and those self reproaches arising from
having betrayed the patriot cause ; not'to men-
tion the loss of an occasion which scarcely ever
- Tecurs a second time to the most highly favoured
. ndividual, There are some acts in public life

which cannot be justified, I apprehend the above |
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" is of that. descrlptlon -O’Donnell is sald to de-.

fend his conduct on the plea that neither the state .
l of opinion, nor the nature of the preparations in -
other points of the, Peninsula, were favorable to
the enterprize; and that under these circum-
stances, a civil war, instead of . national freedom,

might have been the result of his projected at- -

~ tempt.. In. contemplatmcr that endless. variety of :

_causes whlch govern human actioms, reasons are
seldom wanting to palliate whatever, depends om
the . mere discretion of men i power ; without:
pretendmtr to decide on. the degree of guilt or in-.
nocence attributable to the Count, truth obliges:
me-to say, that his- defence has not satisfied the .
people- of Spain,: nor exonerated  him from’ the'
charge of personal ambition: It'mustbe confessed .
- that -the experience of present times is peculiarly .
"'well calculated to remove. those ‘doubts, . whick
haye hitherto. induced ‘men to- hesitate between .
~the fear of ant101pat1ng public opinion, and taking .
advantage of an auspicious. moment. for restormg
the liberties of their country. . ‘
~ The sentiments of the nation had been expressed -
in such various ways, their suﬁ'ermgs were.so mul-:
tiplied, that.no risk, however great, of' future and *

- contingent evil, could be fairly putin competltlon :

- with the certain benefits of a successful - effort in -
favour of freedom :- ~deeply as this truth is engra- -
ven .on .the ‘minds of. the .most superficial obser- :
vers in these days of improved political knowledge, -
it cannot be matter of surprise 'that;neither'hi.f?,:'
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brilliémt services during the war, nor rec'er‘l‘t ex- |
ertions, had removed the fatal impression made by -

Abisbal’s conduct on the plain of Palmar, and

which is increased by a very general conyiction

that he might have marched in triumph to the
capital. However poighant the feelings of the

Count may now be, at having . thus rejected the i

“most glorious, the most - -exalted boon ever ten-

dered by fortune, it cannot but produce a salutary

effect on others; for I defy any future patriot in
whose hands the ‘destiny of his country are placed,

to reflect on what” Henry O’Donnell- haslost,.

-without perseverlnw in what he undertakes, or
’ penshmtr in the attempt' -
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may have suspended, it did not destroy the hopes

LETTER XI5/ s
; o
Repnvnance of the Soldiery to Embark for South Amerxca —Olde.; given (¢
palderon —Cisneros sent to Superintend the Departure of the Expedmon =
Preparations Suspended by the Yellow Fever.— The Troops are Collected at .
“Las Corredems —Joy-of their Meetmg —-Renewal of Former Tles —Motives
“which J ustlﬁed the Projected Revolt.— Panegyric on the: Chlefs—Soldxexs
. and_ People.—Appointment . of Leaders.—eroga. Riego, and ‘Galiano.—
. Anecdote and Eulogium oni Beriran de Lis.—Day of Rising Fixed.— Constitu-
“ion Proclaimed at Las Cabezas de ‘San Juan.—March to> Arcos, and Arrest
of Calderon, &c. ~ Riego Proceeds to . Bornos, ; and Keturns with' the Regis
ment of Arragcm‘—-ls Elected General.—First Use made of his New Dignitys
. —Intended March on Medina,— Arrival of a Mes:enger from Qulroo'a.
- Some Account of his Proceedmgs.—Check at the Cortadura. —Campana and
the Priesthood at Cadlz ~—Entrance of Riego into Xerez, and Junction with
*'the Army of La Isla.—Letter to the King, and other State Papers. —Mili-
tary Operations which Followed.—Riego Departs with the 'Flying Column.
— Unezampled Heroism of this Officer and bis Followers.—Their stper-
sion.—Events at La Isla. —Arco Aguero, and Lopez Banos.—Approach of
Freyre and his Troops.—Sortles made from La Isla, and Intrepidity of the
 Patriots.—Correspondence between Freyre and the Patriot General —Suspen-~
sion of Hostilities.—Heroes of La Isla Invited to Cadiz.—Massacre of March
10th.—Actors in-that Bloody Scene.~ The Constitution is Proclaimed in .
Galicia, Zaragoza, and Madrid. 2 ' TR AL

St Madnd October, 1820

'ALTHOUGH the 1nexpl1cable conduct of O’Donnell

of the patriots, much less: dirinish their repug-
nance to embarklng for the New World, in which
so manythousands of the army had already peri ished,
either by the sword or the effects of climate. Re-
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garded as antl-socm] and. 11np011t10 from its com-

_mencement, the South American contest was'only
_proﬁtable to those, who, like Ugarte, made it an
object of peculatmn and plunder But were all

the other causes which rendered. this unnatural _ |

war obnoxmus set as1de, ‘it would-be enouO‘h to

mention, that the Spanish soldiery felt the we1ght '

of their own chains too acutely, w1111norly to a1d in
fettermg ‘others. % ’ :

One c1rcumqtance connected with thlS event ‘

‘deserves partlculal notice.’ On the ofﬁcers and

men of the independent garrlson percelvmw the

ragged and destitute condition of their new friends-

they 1mmed1ate1y subscribed a proportion of pay, -

amountmg to seven thousand dolla,rs, for their re-

lief, The merit of this- ovenerous act was ‘greatly-
enhanced by the many pmvatlons to Wthh the pa- ..

triots had themselves been exposed owing to the

stagnation of commerce incident to the revolution.

In other respects, the recept1on of the Spamards,‘
by all c]asses of the 1nhab1tants, proved their in-

terests were considered the same ;° -and that an op- .

. .portunity like the present was only requ1red to- ;
show how cordially the subject-many - of (both L 5s

* The above opinion was fully exemph.ﬁed in the case of Ia

Ttinidad, a fngate composing part of a small squadron despatched
to the coasts of Chili and Peru early in 1819; for on reaching

the latitude of the river Plate, the crew and troops rose against
their officers, and carried her up to Buenos Ayres, where they were

Yeceived with open arms; and incorporated with the national force.
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hemispheres could fraternize when left to the im-
pulse of their own feelings. e
Notwithstanding the well known sent1ments of'
© ' thearmy, Calderon received positive instructions to
hasten his departure, and the minister of marine,-
Cisneros, had even repaired to Cadiz to superin-
~ tend the embarkation. While, however, the in-
struments of despotlsm were preparing to execute
the orders of the court, an event occurred, which,
‘though calamitous in itself, was yet destined 'to
bring about the dawn of freedom Just as the
despair of the patriots seemed to have reached its
~acme, and when hearts less tempered with Heroism
would have sunk under such accamulated 1 reverses. .
“"The colonels were not: many days in. confine-;
ment - before it/ was  annovnced! that ‘the - yellow
fever- had broken out at San Fernando. - This
“horrible scourge having first attacked the inhabi-.
/ bitants, soon forced its way to Cadiz and infected -
the military, Who, together with the former suffer-
 ed dreadfully from its ravages during the following
three months. One of the immediate effects at-
tending this visitation, was that of putting a stop
to the expedl,tlonary arrangements ; and it shmtlyJ
after became necessary to withdraw the thOpS‘
from La Isla, so as to separate them from. those
points most exposed to the epidemy. Las Corre-
iz deras, a salubrious spot near Alcala de los Gazules,v :
‘was therefore chosen, here many of the reg‘lments.
‘were assembled towards the end of August nor
is it surprising if the first ébullition of joy at this.
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| tinexpected meeting was succeeded by - a: renewal

of those ties which had been drawn closer by a - |

sense of mutual calamity. -It was in truth imposs
sible for the patriots to look back on that series of
persecution, suffering and disappointment which

had so long afflicted Spain, without feeling. the ‘
necesmty of a change ; and if the recollection, of -

the past was not enough to. influence’ their deter-
mmatlon, the usual barbarous mode of trying state
offences had ~commenced against their leaders,
who, if not liberated, might ere many weeks be
transferred to the presidios of Africa on the other
hand; tyranny and oppression had attained that

point, at which the most bigotted advocate of di-

vine right and passive obedience could nolonger
dispute the propriety of resistance. «Those who.

may be hereafter led to 1eﬂect on the insurrection -

of La Isla, or ‘make it a rule-of action . for them-

selves, will not only keep in mind the motives to'.
revolt, but also recollect that it was net until the =
army and-all Eu1ope were convinced that reform

could never proceed from . within, and that the
future was pregnant with still greater- evils than

those already- experlenced they finally resolved to
shake off the yoke. This resolution once made, . -

it is but justice to add, that their firmness through-

- outthe struggle, and unexampled moderation when |

the victory was achieved, have furnished history

Wlth her brwhtest page, while they entitled the - h
- actors in this memorable drama to the choicest .
blesslngb of hberty In whatever. point of view -~
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this event 'is considered ; ‘whether as it regards
“the intrepidity of the chiefs, persevering constancy
- .of the troops, or zeal and enthusiasm of the people, -
“it, would be extremely difficult to find ‘a “parallel
in the annals of any other nation : and though de-
prived of - that halo ‘which ‘time and distance
throws over the herow deeds of other days, it is -
‘not the less worthy of admiration, or interesting as’
a subject of useful meditation to the patrlot ph1-
llosopher and statesman. ,
As the plan of rising had been arranged pre-‘
vious to the removal of O’Donnell, the great ob-
"“ject of the patriots was to conceal their design, and
supply his place with a leader whose former con-
duct. afforded somewhat better - guarantees’ for
. being faithful to the cause: "Antonio Quiroga had
been amongst the most zealous members of the . /
. secret Societies,ﬂnd from his character for steadi-
ness, as well as being the senior colonel arrested on
 the 8th of July, was unanimously elected to the'” 5
' envied post of general in -chief. As' Quiroga re-
malned a close prisoner, the glory of commencing
‘the enterprize was reserved .for Rafael de Riego,
one of those rare meteors destined by providence to
appear ‘on the political horizon, and cheer the
friends of human liberty, when venality and cor--
ruption seem to have destroyed every hope of its -
restoration. 'This officer had joined thé camp at
4 Palmar some days before: the arrest took place,
j : and would have probably shared the fate of his
; friends, were 1t not for"a severe illness Wthh
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obliged him to retire to Bornos, where he continued -

till the 10th of November, ‘when he was called: on
to take a part in the conferences of Las -Correde-
ras. Being still in a state of extreme debility, the

admirers of Riego observe that the impulse Wthh‘ ‘

liberty alone can give enabled him to encounter
and surmount the formidable difficulties he had to

vanqulsh Persons who participated in the honours
of the 1nsurrect1on, have assured me that his ex- -
ertions “were - altogether incredible, and such as
leave him scarcely ‘any time for sleep or “refresh- .

‘ment : but in communlcatmg a portion of his own

unconquerable spirit to others, this, extraordma.ry
man may be said. to have ensured the success

which crowned their subsequent efforts.

Having organized an extensive ¢orrespondence
. ' . . i
with the provinces ;" received assurances of sup-

~port; and made such other arrangements as the

magnitude of the enterprise required, the next.
point was to fix the day of rising. None could be -

more appropné,te than the commencement of a
_ Dew year; it was therefore determined that the

second epoch of Spamsh redeneratlon should date' ’

from the first of January, 1820.

While Riego and his friends were completmg

the military preparations, and.concerting the” es-

"Cape of Quiroga, Arco Aguero, chief of the staff, ‘
and his companions, shut up by Abisbal, another

» lnd1v1dua1 appeared on the scene, who merits. the
title of the civil, as Riego does that of the mili-
tary hero of the revolution. I allude to Antonio

-
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- Alcala Gahano, one of the most eloquent men in
-Spain., The court having long wished to rid itself
-of this powerful orator and resolute Ppatriot, had
‘named him Secretary of Legatlon at Rio Janeiro,
and he went to Gibraltar under pretence of pro-
curmga passage. No sooner, however, had Gali-

ano entered the gates, than all his thoughts were

turned to the means of saving his country ; having
~-engaged the exiles who happened to be in that
fortress to hold themselves in readiness, he repair-
ed to Cadlz, and in unison with the prmmpal mer-

 chants there, prov1ded the funds necessary for -

‘def'raymg the expences of the projected move-
.ment, after which they adopted such measures as
were most likely to ensure the co-operation of the:
garrison and the inhabitants.% : B

1 The artless yet heroic manner in Wh1ch Bertran
. ~de Lis speaks of the fortitude dlsplayed by his.
. son, and of their interview just before the moment

N

* In noticing' those capitalists whose lives and fortunes have

been devoted to the grand work of restoring pubhc liberty in Spain,

‘ I cannot omit the name of BERTRAN DE Lrs, of Valencia, as hav-
ing mamly contributed to the trlumph at La Isla, by his hberallty
~in supplying large sums of money for the ‘use of the patrxot forces.

-Although this truly publlc spirited individual had often been 8
called upon  to assist’ the court during the reign of terror, neither ‘

his-zeal ,nor exertions” in-favour of freedom were relaxed. One
of, A}Jlfshsons a youth of eighteen, was amongst the yictims of
.Eho s feromty in 1819. Young de Lis suffered with Vidal, dis-
daining to accept-the proffered mercy of his persecutors, ﬂﬂd

évinced um!{amplod greatness of mmd to the last.
v
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- of executlon, takes his audltor back to the best
“days of Grecian and Roman lore, and would melt
the most insensible. Quiroga is the  intimate
friend of -the Valencian patriot, and resides in his
house. It is hoped he will pardon this involun-

tary departure from his modest injunction, but it -

‘could not be avoided without concealing an ex-
‘ample which may in some future day operate as
" a most, salutary example to others. =
These important matters settled, it was finally
decided, that Riego with the battalion of Asturias,

~which he ‘commanded in second, stationed at Las .
Cabezas de San Juan, ‘and the Seville regiment at -

- Villa- Martin, should march on’ Arcos, the head

quarters of Calderon, while Quiroga proceeded at' V"
the head of - two other regiments, those of Spain

and the crown; from Alcala, the place of his deten-

tion, to the bridge of Suazo, thence to La Isla, B
and passing along the Cortadura, so as to reach -

the walls of Cadiz by day-break, when the gates
were to be mstantly thrown open. :

The fact of Riego having to open the campalgn
of freedom while labourmg under the éffects of a
recent 1nd1sp031t10n, in the midst of ‘a'severe win-

ter, when ‘the roads were rendered almost im-
~:‘-‘>passa,ble, surrounded by above twelve thousand .
men, of whom only a small part had from motives-

of prudence: been: made acquainted ‘with the in-
- tended plan‘;- and finally, his doubts as to the sin-
cerity of some who were to assist in the first ope-
T atiqhs,“ should-be considered in order fairly' to ap-

or
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, precmte the merit of h1s undertaking. . It was in ‘
the face of these formldable dlﬂicultles, that orders
_weré issued for the battalion of Asturias to be,
~drawn out at an early hour on the Ist,” when after -
_ a spirited address from Riego, on the sacred duty

_they were about to perform, he. proclaimed the
constitution of 1812; amidst -the’acclamations of
his companions in’ arims and the inhabitants .of -
San Juan, who had assembled to enJoy the glorlous ‘
‘event. ‘ : : {

- Owing to the time . occup1ed by the electlon of
Constitutional Alcaldes, and some .other arrange—

_ Tents, it was late in .the afternoon before the re-

giment could .leave Las Cabezas : proceedmg

in the dark, 'over cross roads, ‘broken: up by

the, rains,’ which even Now fell: in"torrents, it
arrived within a short dlstance of Arcos at day-
“light 'on the 2nd, after a most .harassmg march of
- more than twelve hours. Instead of meeting the

= corps from Villa- Martin, as previously agreed,

Rlego was 1nformed that it had, from the ignorance
of its - guides, taken a wrong direction, and could
not therefore be expected to join for some  time.
- This unlooked for disappointment was the more
irksome from the battalion' bemg exposed to the
view of the gartison of Arcos, twice 4s numerous; -
-and. strongly . posted; whereas Riego’s men had
been under arms nearly twenty-four hours -and
were quite exhausted with their march. - To in- .
crease the dilemma, every possible. method had
beeén tned to preserve the ﬁdehty of the troopS at:
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Arcos, and fears were ‘entertained lest the civil
authorities might persuade the people to join -
them.—It ‘was while the officers and men were
ruminating on the danger of- their situation, and
when many began to relinquish evety hope of suc-
cess, that Riego, who had advanced to reconnoitre
the force at Arcos, suddenly returned, and order-
ed the drum to beat to arms, repeated his instruc-
tions to those appointed to arrest Calderon and
his staff, entered the town preceded by the band
playing a popular air.  Having posted a part of
the regiment on a rising ground close to the bar-
rier, and occupied the market-place with a few
companies, the arrest of Calderon, Salvador, ‘his
second in"command, and the whole of ‘the staff, -
was effected in iess than an hour after: - The fears
of Riego were in some degree reahzed by the

- main guard firing on the party which was about
to enter the residence of the commander in chief’;

 this was, however, returned arid two-of the aggres-

- sors were killed on the spot.. On hearing the re-
port of musquetry, Riego rushed forward to as-
certain what had given rise to it, but before he
reached .the head-quarters, Calderon had surren-
dered his sword, and together with the test of the
staff were confined in his own house. Not: a mo-
ment was lost in proclaiming the political code,.
and electing local authorities. The decision and

~ presence of mind ‘shown by Rlego on'this critical

_ occas1on, is above all praise, and proves that he 9
was fully aware of the momentous conséquences |

U
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whlch were 1nvolved in the mode of conducting the
attack on Arcos. Had this failed there was an
end to the hopes of pursuing the enterprlse, and
it required no common share of resolution to
persevere, when it was found that not more
than half the number calculated on were present
The next object of Riego, was to d1spatch an ex-
press to Quiroga, informing him of what had been
achieved. )

As the Seville regiment did not arrive until these
meas_uxes were completed, the‘honour of first- pro-
claiming the constitution belonged to that of As- -
turias, but as this arose from mere accident, it cre-
ated,neither anger nor Jealousy, 50 that thelr Junc- :
tion under such happy auspices was a source of the
utmost gratlﬁcatlon to both parties. After transfer:
ing the prisoners to a place of greater secuuty, the
attention of Riego was turned to gain over the-
troops found at Arcos; this he effected, though
not without some persuasion, for Calderon had
taken infinite pains to prevent their defection.

Still ignorant of Quiroga’s movements, the time

could not be better _employed than in collecting
such battalions as ‘were quartered round the neigh-
bourhood. A previous understanding had been
established Wlth some officers of the regiment of
Bornos, but Whose colonel was known to be hOS-
tile ;. neither th1s c1rcumstance, nor the excesswe
fatlgue he had undergone, prevented Riego from
selecting a detachment of' three hundred men and
marchmg, to that place. Having halted within 3
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few hundred yards of the’ town, and ploceeded
alone to the entrance, Riego was met by some “of
his friends, to whom he communicated the result
of his labours at Arcos ; the tidings spread with
rapidity through the Battalion, which assembled
immediately, and was in less than an hour on its
- way to head-quarters, leaving the’ colonel to h1s
: med1tat10ns, and the command of some conva-
lescents recently recovered from the yellow’ fever.
On reachmg Arcos, the party was recewed with
loud shouts of long live Riego and the constitu-
tion. A general muster taking. place soon after,
‘the oﬂicers and soldiers expressed their adm1rat1on
of Riego’s heroic conduct still farther, by unani-
mously investing him with the 1ank of generdl in
chief. He thankéd them for this proof of appro-
bation, and promised to leave ‘nothing untried to
merit their future confidence. The first use Rlego
made of his new (dignity, was to cause all present,
including the civil authorities, to swear fealty to
the constitution. | ' :
The efforts of Riego had as yet been crowned
with all that success which was due to his resolus
tion and gallantry: but being sufficiently versed
in the theory of revolutions to know, that those
who draw the sword should not only throw away'
the sheath, but never relax in their exertions till
the object in view is achieved ! The non-arrival of’
any intelligence from Quiroga gave him the
greatest. uneasiness, renderiho it a matter of doubt
~ Whether it was best to proceed towards La Isla, or
U 2 ‘
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temain at Arcos. Thus situated, he consulted the

“officers, and after a short deliberation, it was deci-

ded that if no account came within a given time,
the four battalions, of which their force now con-

~~ sisted, should march on Medina, so asto make con-

verts of the troops there, and the neighbouringtown.

‘That the intermediate houts might be usefully em-

ployed they agreed to mix with the soldiery, and
explain the motives of the rising, point out its ne-
cessity and the advantages which would accrue to
‘themselves, as well as the nation, from the event.
The time fixed for marching having arrived, it

.was found that owing to the state of the roads,

and the difficulty which must attend crossing the
‘Majeceite, 'the ' troops ‘could ‘not reach Medina.
‘Riego therefore resolved to take the direction of
Xerez, which, if it did not tend to increase ' his
numbers would at least enable him to infercept the
communication between Seville and Cadiz, and -
thus procure supplies of money to pay the men.¥
The regiments had, however, scarcely quitted

. Arcos; when the anxiously expected messenger

-arrived, bringing details of the progress at La Isla,
and a letter from Quiroga, desiring that Riego
should join him with all possible dispatch. -

It now appeared that the same causes, whwh

e

* When Torres, the intendant or commissary-generél, arrested
at Arcos, was summoned to give up the mohey in his possess‘;ion,’

" el that could be found ‘for ‘an ‘army “of 15,000 men- was eleven
‘thonsand dollars! - : 2 R
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~rendered the march from Arcos to Medina im-
practicable, prevented Quiroga’s moving before the
afternoon of the 2nd. An officer and party sent
on earlier in the day, had succeeded in disarming
the advanced posts at Portazgo, and occupied the

‘bridge of Suazo. . Setting out with the regiment
stationed at Alcala, -Quiroga was joined on his
way through Medina by the other battalion, and
after marching all night over a road in which the
soldiers were often knee-deep, did not reach the

- bridge of Suazo till nine o’clock on the next
morning, above six hours. later than he had cal-
culated upon. It was not amongst the least of -
those inconveniences attending this delay, that
several detachments which had ‘come up from dif-
ferent points, not finding the General-in-chief at
the place appointed, thought the plan must have
failed, and- therefore returned. to their quarters.

 Fortunately for Quiroga and his friends, none of
the civil or military authorities were on the alert,
so that San Fernando was occupied without op-
position.  The first measure of the patriot general
after proclaiming the constitution, was’ to secure-
the person of old Cisneros, and all others who -
were likely to impede the success of the enter-
prize. . - i KX ’ _

As the exhausted condition of .the troops would
not admit of pushing with the main body, Don

" Jose Rodriguez advanced at the head of four com-
Panies to surprize the first lines of La Cortadura.
Received with a volley of musquetry, by which
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thrée of his men fell, instead of returning the fire
he withdrew. - This untovirard event, at - once con-
vinced Quiroga that the golden' opportunity had
been lost and Cadiz put into a state of defence : his
“conjectures were but too well founded. Campana
the governor, had been secretly informed of the
projected attack, and lost no time in: taking the
steps necessary to counteract its success. Amongst
other precautions, the pay of the garrisén was more
. than trebled, while the Bishop and priesthood
. were directed to represent the patriots ‘as being

. only intent on massacre and plunder.

‘This early and unexpectéd check, so discourag--
ing initself, was however counterbalanced by the ar-:
rival -of Riego’s messenger, whose communication
relative to the events at ‘Arcos, consoled the Gene-
ral-in-chief for the failare on his own side. "Asa
totally new turn was thus given to the operations
on both sides, Quiroga determined to wait- the
junction of his able second in command before
any other meastres were adopted. :
The hero of Arcos and Las Cabezas was not
idle, having directed the escort in charge of '
‘Calderon and his staff to bring up thie rear, he pro-
. ceeded towards Xerez, which place the division .
entered early on the 5th, and" was received with
the utmost enthusiasm by ‘the people, from whom
- a knowledge of the recent occurrences had been
carefully concealed. ~After those ‘mutual congra-
tulations, so natural on such an occasion, Rlego,
who had ascended the' telegraph communicating
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with La Isla, and announced his arrwal repalrea
to the town hall, where’ the “principal *inhabitants
were_"already assembled to hail him as their deli-
verer. 'This interview was followed by a Tequest
' from the General, that the populace might be sum-
moned to attend the election of Municipal Autho-
rities ; ‘these bemg named and sworn to maintain
the pohtxcal code, it was proclaimed i in due form.
The mterchange of signals amongst the patrlot;‘
forces produced an electrlc effect on both- sides ; -
when Qu1roga drew out hls men, and - stated the
approach of their companions, they rent the air
with frequent wivas, and no longer ‘remembered -
the failure at La Cortadura. Anxious to reach San
Fernando, Riego plishéd on to Port St. Mary’s'the
same night, and was welcomed by great numbers of
the people, who vied with each other in providing
quarters and reﬁeshment for the troops. ~ An im-
‘portant acqulsmon wis ‘made soon after the pa-
triots arrived here, by the sudden appearance of
Arco Aguero, O’Daly, and some other distinguish-
ed officers, Who had just escaped from the castle of
- San’ Sebastlan, in which they had been confined
ever since the arrests at Palmar. Their liberation
was due to a patriotic merchant of Cadiz, named.
Imbrecht, aided by Don Rafael Montes,” who had
been charged with their safe custody.

The morning of the 6th was devoted to thanks.
giving and prayer; this ceremony, performed in the
~ open air, and during which the people and soldiers
were” indiscriminately seen, expressing their grati.
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tude to heaven, and imploring its protection, has
been, not inaptly, contrasbéd with - the mummery
of priests and inquisitors, ‘whose chief delight had
hitherto been derived from collectmg the citizens
to walk in the procession ‘of some saint, witness

- the reception of a novice, or celebrate ‘an Auto

de F&! The above act of true religion bemcr ter-
minated, Riego and his friends, including all the
inhabitants, went to vote at the election of Alcal-:
des, and proclaim the constitution.

It was intended that the battalions should sleep
at San Fernando on the 6th, but, owing to the heavy
rains, it became necessary to halt at Puerto Real,
whence Riego conducted the prisoners, and was
followed next day by the main body. . I need not
dwell on the meeting of the patriot corps, nor say
how much their" pleasure was heightened by the
difficulties which attended their first efforts.  The
conduct of all those who had embarked in this

_ sacred cause, was, in every respect, worthy of free -

men. Instead of giving way to expressions of
vengeance, or vowing the retaliations so richly
merited by their oppressors, both officers and men
seemed exclusively engaged in congratulating each
other on being thus placed in a situation to act
with more efficacy, and reiterating’ their determi-

'nation not to abandon the ente1 prize until liberty

had triumphed.
. When mustered, it was found that the utmost -

strength of the national army, in rank and file, did

not exceed five thousand men, consisting of sevent




