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LACY'S FATE. : 
, . - * - 

t enarto the 
dispute ; . on Lacy's -, presenting : hig 

: syord, the f m e r 4  refused to a&cept.it, :observing -. 
- \ 

in .a respectful tone, I C  the : Feapon cannot .- be 'in 
' *- better .. hands, General ; . youi , ~x&llency, . pust 

. therefori excuse m? fAm taking it.y9 ~ Having 'at 
l eg th  súmounted his scruples, the prisÓ&r wad' 
conductt$ to. ~~lanks ,  - and thence escorted , I to the 

1 citadel o f  Barcelona. .,y- :, - :.. ; ,, . . , . . . 
: > .' 

T ~ i e d  by the,cornrpiqgion for the pérseiuti,on of 
the gatriots, thp ,-General, was, condehned i< the 
!ame qlegal -way as. Porlier, and might have , been- 
ex+-d with as litt!e ,ceremony, were . i t  no$ _ for 

. 
*---- Y bis .,popularity; and;~~cAonsequently a > fear, . lest the 

..r- 

i - garrison ,.would have interfered , .t¿i . prevent >e , 

~~xec,utioh o f  the' , - sent6nce. : Of al1 acts I r  which . 

' . .  have. .rendered: the reign . of terror. memorable, 
* -+he subtqfuge , J . adopted . for 'the purpose , of. , . sacrim 

, fiqing L /  Lacy . ,  is @at , * the most worthy of execration, ' 

': .!t. was , .., while . one! universal cry for mercy aice,ndde 
' .the thqope of Ferdjnand, in behalff this unfortp- e 

. + 

: nate +ef, thqt the miqisters o~dered t .  hiim:,tb be 
conveyed, to? , Majofca,; ~under preterÍce - , of' com- 
. muting. his sentence into imprisonment: ~éaching . 

- .  . th$ island on the 30th. Jurle, he pgps I d  shilt up in. the 
of Bellverer, and had been only four days in 

A confinernen!,; bqfore ?,Algair?, the . . ~ud~e-advocatej .. , . 

who Officiated at his trial, presented himself to the 
-uhsikpecting- mctim; read bis senténce, ánd noti- . 
fied that it would be carried into ex&ution at 
otclóck on thé f&ieiig m<rnin&'i:ft wáss hs WO~; 
i 8 '  c. a ,. i. .* , , t . <  , . l  - + dir if -this abtupt . -'  announ~c~me~t, . z  bf hii last h,oub 

., . * -! !:u , 4 , -I ' . ,- - 

I 

. .  . 

< .  



When he might pihaps be5ik&lgibg thefdnd hopb - - ' 
of oncé more- -embracidg liis wife and ,child, 'ot 

, that he ,&ight yet live to'sde S$ain fie;; odcasi'onid 
. a severe shock : the hero,' howeveij' is said to have- - 

> 5 
speedily recovered from the first impuls& 0.f' líorror, . 

so natufal 'at buch. a moment, 'and .tranqúilli ob- ' 

served, i 4  1 wai not piepared to lie&r this senten6é; , * 

but sinck it must be so, 1 innll be readi." Thus - " - -  ,\ . 
betrayed,< and condemned tb q ñ e r  at a distanee 
from his relatives 'and - friends, 'khe . ,death o$. L a ~ y  : ' 
was embittered a - thousand-fold ; yet- do *- all the - :: 
detaiIs Which have trans'pired' relative - to this sad . - 

- - 
, ev@t,?mcur *in prot'irig that ' it' ékhi6ited k raro 
exámple: of Lnaffe~ted coiii.a&' a ~ d  manlf ' ~ O G  , .. 

. . . . . ' "  i .  6 :  * - titúde:. .; : i.' ' : l.\ ' - t .  . u . ,  
*. - S  # 

.' The f m  hours of1$eparati6n ~ffi$rdid,.k~\Licf; - . - ' . % , ./ 

- -  - - -wgre occripied in drawing : out :a will in. f a v o ~ t  *of . 
his mife,' and giving direc$ons relative to  the Gdu- ' . ' l :  

catioyi' of their bnly chiltt, mhG +as, iec6&mendedz 
1 ,  

r .  

to thé protéctiófi o'f. that 'couritry Wh:ich. his ~ & b t  , 
* . a  

had ssi faithfnNjY' served* A sla& k o  his p;of&s- 
sioiial' -duti&s,. ahd incessantly callkd dp& to &ake 

I - 

Pecunia+ sabrificek'. in ' support .of freedom, ' the . ' 

. . General had sciir+eÍy .a*y properiy t o ~  beqaeath. a 

Prom$tedb;ymbie zeal-than. pnideiíce, thk fiiends - a 

- of Lady&ha+e. recentlj. 'taken.: great pains tox pro& 
a that he- diid ied stiijlhch vbtary to the catholic faith;' 

, - confo'r&ing to allriti ~e&niek. ~ ~ u r i i b e r  i f  di& . - 

sitions; dis8ribitig .thosd circumstanbés %hice' took'. ' , 
, ,  - 

place jubt hefore his death, hgve beeñcirCu1ated, to ,- + .  

- confirm' th&e ~nim~orti~tassert10rí.~:~ :Iffm~ld, p e s  . 
l 

- --S 2 ' i  
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I hapsi *be more- flattering to his -membry, - had- tlie 
- " &@nal reports * se&iinea uncontradictecl. - Like - 

- . oslikr,  t1i.e: lieko: of ~atalonia.  hlso attaEhed more ' ' 
, ~ ~ p , o r t a n c e ~  to: the, practice 6 f  +irtiid. tlinn to the . 

, forms of religious: woi-ship, ;so that.mLh:hen surróund- 
ed by the, band of  priests that uiually flock, to - the 

, a  

* aid of; the *cónderi~ned, in .Spain, a s  , wéll- to disi 
cover thejr:sec&t$ as ;to Erepai-e them: far .Par$ - 

dise,. Cacy is: said ,tos haiie betta-yedl somé dodts 

' e , as tó: tliei~:*meiihs (fconsóling liis . kui ided kiirit, 
skartbg :as i jt, . .  was :unde the.impr6ssioni kr&ed- . ' - ' by the: condúct.isf; hi-S persecut0i.s: , ':Minútelj 

..e ipp---\- versed in -fié 'hist-a17 of Lis: countfy, the '-genéial 
- - .could hot fofget that - ., nearly al1 its- misfort uhes had 

i 
\ osigin'ated iti supc~rstition or,fanaticism ; ii;d$11en - ' 

, , he. rec,o,llected :tlmt those. mlio i ~ o w  carne t6 pea& 
_ - . __  - _ c - ,'l;eaw.,and :@od :will- beldnge tó a . class which 

: hád, invariably 6pposed :the 9rQgfesS fof ,lib&rtyi 
l ~ q i ~  could the ;dying:hero ; possibly rekoncge 'the 

l , &ld and-; ahdable doctrines.. óf Cbsista with't11at 
m2splaced : devotiok, @hich could ~á i :  .féa&.ly,:dei . 

1 '  , t .  n@n& ;a patsiibt *to power as i t  óf$ered..&bsólüti~n . , ' 

$0: thp.:mDst degraded, w criminal-?, .% There -~isíii. fact , 

every -reasoii :.to believe S - that; ,'dtholig@J,ky Gas 
' 

' in-capable ~ o f  giving offence ' to bis , apifitud .&ides, 
. , whb W &  doubtless Thonokablé e&Gtio&;. to  3 h e  

' mas$, by an: okn. e~iression 'bf his-sent;i.rli"eit~;$$ '. 

, at lea$ , ,convínce.d. them, thi t  his i* futíirit5 - ' 
. - 

S , were derivqd ,from a ,m,uch -:mór,q , é~al'téd~ 5,soiif~e ' 
I 

> - thliafi j the: :ple~&ed :cross ánd ~o-ekrated .- J " , - 
1% kthei. ri3pq6s, f ~ y -  could haye less- netid. of exi. . 

, < . .  
.>  'P.. '. - . . . .  F . " w 2; 

, I - 
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chief ' $+ir his illustiioas .í<~d : in - the- '.lists . of 

* Y  . 
. lonia : sprang,' passed'.80vei.~ to - Ireland , .  . i n  a tlte kig$ ' 

'of" IIent'j 11. bnd, contibhed tliere :is ~&i;its* $ 



Ulster 'above two centuries : stripped of : , their 
fortune by .the rapacity of' su'cceeding 'Viceroys, ( 

and ultimately persecuted for their religious opio 
nions, four brothers, of Ghorn ; Lacy7s father was 

' one, sought refuge from persecution and political ' 

disabilities in Spaín about the middle . of thé Jast 
century : lik'e most o'f tht: Irish outcaits, they 
were received yith ,oben, arms .bere: -Patrick de 
~Lacy, had ~btained a commissioñ in the regirnent 
~f Ultonia, ~e~clusively destined. for the ~ebeption 

- of his countcymen, and diéd the camp before 

-- -- 'Gibráltar?:.in 1784 leaving a widow and' two 
children, one- ~f vhom died while- an $infan t. 

' Luis the: eldest, who  as, borp in' 1775, entered &e 
- clrmy a t  the early age of#fourteen, and serve'd with 

- - -- - " = - - -  
distinction during the fruitles; . contest, between a 

this countG, and the French Republic in 1795 : 
promoted th the rank ~f Captain not lono. after,. 

b he proceeded to the Canaries, where be. soon be- 
. c@e An ibject of - jealousy, owing t~ the fieedom 

9f his opinion-S, relative-: to. the 'sys,tiem pursued 
by the Prince of - Pkace. Placed on a scanty 
half-pay, unwilling ' to : witness abuses which ', he 
had no meins of correcting, and zinimated with an 
ardent thirst to acquire knowledge, . Lacy a left 
~ ~ d i z .  in ,1802, travelled to Barcelona on 'foof, e 

/ 

passed some. days in: the soeiety of his óld com? 
paníons, -who happened to be puartkred there, zina , 

having *ro;ured testimonials of . character . from 
the colonel, prósecuted his Iway almost pennF . 
tess, through Franca to Bologrie, where papoleo* .. 

a ' 

I 
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was brganizing the army of England. , Having' 
tendered his services, KakiN was first accepted . as ' 
a private in a 'regimefit of in'f8ntr-y ; he so& at-. , - 

tracted the notice of his Colonel, who ,advancid* 
hirn to the rá& of serjLánt : Ghen, lioweirer, 'ibis ' 
story carne, to the ear4 of the 'emper8r;* he was ;iin-- 

- 

mediately presentéd a: capt?in9s' conimission , 
in the Irish - btigade,: thén %forining ' at Morlaix, 
under the auspices of Arthur 0'Conno.r. : ' , 

I t  *a$ dufing his. stiy in : ~ r i t t & ~ ,  that ~ a c ~ '  
,- I 

married Mademotselle de Guermeur of Quimper, . - - 

(bis % survividg widow,) who accompanied her hus- 
bánd to-the ~ktherlands,-'vvhen' the bfigad? form- . 
. ed part of the force ient to rep& ;our; ill-fateb ' , 

. and .worse combined * expedition 'to Walclieren, 
This amiable woman'is now ate Madrid; and occu-' 

* -  " m - .  

pi6d in -3upe&tefiding. the edúcation of hir child, 
. J 

in 1813, who bids. fair'tb' emdath' tEe virtues of 
. . . , bis lamerited :father. : 

, . 
\ 

7 "  
I * .  

S - -2. 

- - Appointed to command the regiment in'. 1808, 
Ldcy' so& after receiqed . J ordeis to join €he army ' 
in Spain,. under Muiat, and. wa&bere on'the 'fatal. 

J .  

, 2nd of May t bút -pei'ceiving'the* .f;en8ency of 
e 

lic opinion ' in a favour of indep-en'dence, . ouf hero' l 

did not for a 'moment 'hesitafe' between the duties; 
of patriotisin-and those'of personal gratitude. . . .  i 

proieeding. with all~possibIe-~dispatch-to:SedIe, ; 
where the. authoritie~ had dready: began fa4 orga- 
gize a: nzitioial fbrde, :Lacy9s .fir;st a$pointmeiit'was, 
thati of ciptain: in;. the regimint ; forming : par t  of: 

- Cu'WzPs- divimdn; This was a- peliminary step .t@ 
1 

3' 
. - I 
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. . tén tion :and: esteem, he'wasr at :lengtli appoin!e;d- to 
- the-+chiefi commzind . H 7 in ;~atdoma;: for, whic-: he. - 

id& id gane. of the-.a6-dve ,-yeai.,C and : Y  soori:: %f&k ' 
iaílag ~ r @ ~ ~ á n ~ ~ ' n b , :  tiie :&t b b ~ e ~ t  :óf:~iis. :SO+: 

li&dé-;~ fbrihe' had ñoti bly: thé :m<ntific&tion t o  , 

finii?that :cit~&~g h01&3n ,the;hand~ :,. of rthe?. en&f; 
: but t h d ; d y i  gotnyletklfl dispefkd; -and thei wh$e~ ' 





* :  CAESTANOS' CONDUCT. . 

- vile faction, mas well. known for some time pre- - 

vious to the project conceived in : 1,817 : : if . is 

enterprizing spirit of. Lacy, - his popdarity and 
great talents, it 'has - n k r  . been doubted .that, if 
prop6rly seconded. by +itíci .' garrigon *of '  arcel lona, 

.I caniot mconclúde this account of I,acy!s 'catas- 
'trophe Sthout- adverting to the -conduct: cif Casd 

- tanos : as already hbserved, this officer is . said to  
have done all he could tó piévent. the hero's arrest 
h. the first-instance, and that-he joined his suppli- 

personal i'nter&stieS. .If he had,, liis.name would have 
lived in : the grateful rernembrance Óf post!eri$t, 

. those from whom his authoriti Gas' denved would 



I ' ,  

The inhabitants of  arcel lona. .have lately vied 
with thoie of Corunna inAdoing justice to the rs , 

- 

mai& of their departed chiaf ; conveyed. there. in 
June, they were honoured with a triumphant fune- , 
ral, at which the whole population, garrison and 
public bodies, united in paying a last tribute to . 

his virtues and heroism. Like the ashes'of Porlier, 
those of Lacy have -also, been dePoisited in an urn, 
and ínscribed with an appropriate epitaph ; it'now 

< '  .. 
f'orms dn& :of the' mbst sc6~ipicuous : ~ o n u m e n ~ ~  , .  lri 
the Campo ,Santo &f. that beibtiful city. . - -,*- - 

AltheÚ&$ the ' regularf'* . doúrse ..-,. of m y .. , narrátive .-. .) , " 

gis be& idterrppted by the f&&giihg details, in . 

a whicli 1 have endeavoured .tO gratify any curiosity 
you-might feel wi'th ' iegard to the 'bbject bf them, '. 

1 trbst it is' un~ecessary to apologize for the 
- - " e -  - -- - "  

digression. : 1t has' hitherto been the practice 
' 

to raise splendid Lausoleurns, hnd \blazoq forth the , 

most minute. actions of &en,. whosel whole lives ' 
haire presented little more than a series of ,aggres- 
sions against the, liberties . and happiriess of man. 

- .  
kind ; it- wbuld suiely be the height :of injustice to 
omit thosei $ualitiesf which serve j -  to ' - exalt human '. * y 

. Dature, while; they impe! the wise :and good ' to 1& 
b?ur iq a &u& toa often . espoused from the sor. 
did motives if selfishn'ess and personal ámbition. i 

. - . . . : ' 
- . , < , : . '  , . , . . . , . 1 * . - .  . "+ 

2 

. . , . <  - 1  

- .  * , , c .  " - 
I 3 , .  , . \ 1 ' , . ; : '  - 

. " - _a 
* . ,  . I 
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? 
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Project O! ReibforciIig Moril10.-Failure of San c idos  in ,~rocuruip : ~rans* 
l 

N . - $05 in: Eng1and.-A Squadron is Purchasq from, Russia,-Tatischeff and ' 

' ~gartr?:-&heme hiterrt~ted bjr th: 'Cr"el3 óf Elio i( ~ n l e n e i a . - ~ o ~ ~ ~  

, - of Feidinand aod .his ~inis&m: -~en&val of ihs!~~~t idi<ic jn&~ plan:-Ap 

, pointment.of 0%onn+ t o  the ~ h i d ~ o m m s n d . -  ... . - !Tome; . ~ c ~ o u i i t  O c h i s  
- - y  . N" 

, -, ~ e n e r ~ l . - ~ i s  ~ÓndÚct in i814.-Recóicpiaüonw iacy, rind ~ ~ ~ n i i s a s  of 
' $ ~ ~ ~ o r t . ~ ~ i . s  PrÓject f& reiasiiblisiiiog( <he ~ & & t i t u t i o n . - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ó s i t i o ~  oi  

, 
#a e * the  ~ á @ o e  ~ejtci*d.(~&im~lati6n,of the ~oun't n d  hisfrieid ~ar.kitild.- 

-Arrest and lmpnsoument -of the Colonels on the, y lain o f . ~ i l m ~ r . - ~ e f i e ~ -  
, - 

< ' iions sugges&d by rhe l>raceedings ofi\blsbal'. ' ' 1 ::+, :: .& ; . - c i : r  e- : , " ,  " p -  ' . +  ' ' ' , > 

J ..- G . 2 ; c a , * .,* <I+ b L  .L-- I*"-*  --  *-  + +  - - - - S * ~ -  - m * * y -  - - 2 . 
' .  + c. . *-, * , -  I r  , 

, .. 
Ci ,, . ,  :. f -  * . A (  B T :  .,,, * ~ n d r i d , ~ c t o b & ;  '1 820. ' 

, ~~%EITHEB the: ,.&$y encreasin& &&jarrassrnent~ 
. of: the i court, . aisailed :b$. :rofi~PiFac%ei . i t  .hornti 
' - - and the'voice - o f  :publicl .ógi~i&ii; &roa& - nor its 

puverti and . total ilóss ofl cikdii; :weie .'eufficien t toL 
/ ., - , r .  

deter those wh'of.silriounded Ferdinknd . from per- . 
. , e  ' , c  

- severing.' in %he 'piepostérous - óf reinforcing 
MoríIlo-p.at á: time' toa, : when. everi h&ie r of SUCO . 

I 

, cess had vanish'ed in venéziela and New Granada, 
owiBg tó thé íictoriei rof ~ & i r a i  *aria bis &nerals: 

I 

, . - -The mere fact of &ishing t ó  regain colonies, - to 
I 

l - which they had no means of conveying the troops. 
, , 

necessary for their conquest, proves to what ridi- 
- culous extremes the folliesi of these ' men ~ e r e  I 

11 

I , 
carried,; while it- serves more than volumes to ' 

- .  
l ' 8  

11 
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, -  *. .. RUS~IAN SQUADRON; ' % .  269. 

illustrate the prévailinigi s y stem ó f  governmenti . . 
San, Carlos, thé . Amliassador. in Eondon, -having 
failed in his efforts :: to:, prircure' vessels; from i the' - 

~ritish: sh$-owrie~s, ;jvho; v&y properl$:adhered 
to the -independtints, . , recourse was. had tó the :~us -  S 

sian E~ívoy, Tatischeq ! whosé, amazi& inflnence a . 

here; has bekn noticed in :a:former letter.: ' As,  ohis f 

was -derived from, his blind deferekce to the insane i 
projects .@nd:eriinínal. vi~wk of thdse in - po~vei;~ .., he . ' ' - . - ' 

, lent a .klliig eaf . to .the presenk+applicatio~ : 
unmindful , of .!he, de6p ,dipgrace;.whieh niust . . 

necessarily .attach.rtó his -master, for . c. thus :op@n- , ' .  ly.-favouring .: a e hew cmsáde i againsf: ,fre.e$om6 . 

the id ea, of adding á2 tiifl ing : súm l. to $he .-imperial\ 
treasury; :irid gratifjing ,théavarice;ofLhi~ :creat,ure+ 1 

Ugarte,q+~h;& charged . ~ t h ;  preparing7:the; ex- 
- - - . - peditim, -,géerns. t~ . ,  h l e  ab.$o~he&e~ery d6tileri-oay , - 

sideration; hnd .á stptidtori. wag provlded, . bñ- terw + A 

' 

Y .  

highly advantageouk to .Russid. ..; * :: iL ;z 5%; 

It  was while foried, 'loans, exorbitant takatiol~, 
new impiósts on f&eign comrnerce, and sucll other . ... 

measures as: corruption-could ldevise, were carry- 
- ing'on for the &bo,ve-unhal10,~ed purpose, that the ' 

. r -  , s., 9 a '  S . ..S 
. * 

- <*, * , " .. , 1 "  .' , . , , . ," % 

, 1  

. ' S '  
. * ' . 8 J A ! : . , ' -  * ;  l . . - ' - * \+- ,  ., . A  > .. . - -  

m .  ' L  . . ,.. T. 2, C . r  1 - \-..:; . . . i  ;.,< 3 2 , :  c :. - ; t . ,  . ' 4  . , e : . J ,  *A: , !  $::* \ 
S " ,  > 7 

E 
I (  0: 

*'. There oannot,\be, 8 grOater ;saiire * on the-servile goveq~ent  . , > ' I 
lhan the advkncemeni of ugarte from the humbie oGce if  a .street . . 

, ,  . ' .  . 
Porter, to be the head &the Camarilla, and co&dential S advisef of - 

1 
- . !  

Ferdioiid., .It i~ ñbt ámipgstd th$ *le& of those ~urpes whi$ ' - 
Bttend legitim&y; that fooli villains ift'ed ibiheed 'id. obL , 

taining its'proteetion; i h e n  the wise and'virtuous a& treated wi*. . 
, . - 1 9  

I 
~ ó r ;  or negled.: ;' , ,  - ? :  - w . -,* , , , ,  . A . 4. -.. + % ..'ira;,:+ ,:,I':..<,"i , . .  

- 1 
. 

/ 
- 1  , " 

8 - ', - 
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_ 970 ELIO'S CONDUCT. ' 

oppressive condpct of Elio at Valencia occasioned 
some i'nteriuption to the scheme, by obliging the 
officers i of the garrison there to form a plan, 'which, 
\in removing the 'tyrant, ' should affofd another 
chance ofrelief to the friends of libkrty. Destined ' 
like the rest to be foiled, a t  the moment of execu- 
tion, Élid gladly seized the opportunity of corn- 
pleting what he had commenced in 1814 :- after 
putting the gallant leader, Colonei' Vidal, and se- 
vera1 of his companions to an ignominious death, 
their bodies %vere exposed on a gibbet, as objects 
of terror to the peacefd inhabltants. Not sati- 

.--- -- - -ated with the blood of so many victirns, , more +an 
- two' hundred individuals of both sexeg were arresto 

ed and thrown into thé - dungeoris of - the i n p G  
sitian by order of this tmodern Attila,. ;R;hon is l 

-- - - - further described as háving per~onally, itssi'sted 
in applying tlie 'tortuiesq of thq 'holy office to num- 
bers, with a view oE discovering t h e  a.c~om~lice~ 
of Vidal, and spreadiig diiÍnay amongst the pa- 

. , triots generally. . . 
The disposi tion * of  Ferdinand anck his advisers, 

while the horrors of .Vale'ncia w a e  perpetrating, 
' may be readily inferred, from , their allowihg'the 
author of thern quietly to retaik his comrnand* 

i Acting througliout the terrific drama as judge and 
exkcutiisner, . neither- age, sex, nor condition es- 
caped the san~uinary minis tér of vengeánce, whose 
order of the day, issued p~evious t& sacrifking the 

' 

. -  patriots, deserves to be :recorded as á'spec&en of 
legítimate rule in the nineteenth century, and-to 
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furnish another * proof of what the people ~ f ,  Spain / 

E S  i 
\ were doomed- to suffer . under. its agents." , - - . . c..! 

When the cruelties of YElio had sornewhat" sub- - - 
sided, givi& place to that . deceitful calm Which 
usually r~sults from violence, Ugarte hastened to 
renew the expeditioriary scheme, still more fav&ed .- , 

than. be f~re  by the . continued reverses of Mdrillo 
and, turbulent temper:of h e  army, which rendered. , 

it necessary to accelerate the preparations, since 
many of the disaffected regimenti, would thus b e  vi 
removed ' ftorn . the possibility- of .&ing future 11 

1 
~neasifiess. ' - As the , ships purchased from ' Rus$a 1 1 
weré%lready. on their way t o  ~ a d i z , .  the period of i 
embarkation was fixed for tlie autumn of 1819. . ,' 

1; 6; 
Milost of the -troóps .&tended for thé New . i r  

,world : - had. been collecting for *some -'time ' in - k 
- - - - Andalusia, and3.the femporary command @ven ' to - h 1; 

Ahisbal; a name so intimately cónnected wíth .the I 

history of the last six. years, aria more especially . . 1, b 
those efents which l'ed to  the re~establi'shment * of Y 

\ freedom, that it cannot be" paslied. .over in. silence. 
Of al1 those who ' have appeared o n  the political , 

- 1 
- ). 

- .  p 
stage. of .Spain, w i t m  the above epoch, ' the ch'a- 9 
racter of Henry O'Donnel1,- Count Abisbal, is un; . lb 

questionably the most waverihg and enigm;dtcd. 
Thi irnmediate descendarit of a family driveti fiom , 

1 

! 
i 

Ireland by the sante causes whlch expatriated that F 

~f Lacy anb 40 inany others,. the Count,.much; more B 

8 .  

e . ,  - ' i - , * ,  t 

" ,  
* '  c . '  

1 .  

*' Thii atrocious dbcutnent will he found iii. tlie appendix.-i 

/ 
, 
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. highly favoured on the s&re of fórtune t h G  th'i ' 

hero of Catalonia, had the' reptation of'- being 
n e d y  his equal ia military knowledge and per- 

. . 
sonal bravery, qualities which he.  ffequently dis- 
played during the war of indqendence.. It .was 

- Iiowever just áfter the laurels- *f 0 '~ónkel l  had 
fresh gathered in tlié - field of, honour, ando while 
the liberales conceived theyhad not a more'staunch 

, supporter' o r  determined friend, that ' the army of 
resenie under. his command followed the baneful 
e~amplc of Elió9s borpi, inil:declared in favow of 

, ' despetism against . the ;c$ristitutioh. , : Whbt.ever 
c --i- -mi& have. been the  :motive which - induced the 
- 1 - Count thus. fo  *sscrificer sUch . dearly earned. fáme, 

y. and the -inte&sts of i bis kountry, it' 'is "certajn : he - 
j i 

i; rktained his - 'hon6u1-s: ind ' irnoluménts InI 1814 . 
r . - -  -+-- - - ~ h i l e  -his nomination to tlie boaid *of , p D e I ; a l  Óffi- 

i cers ' for 're:oiganizi* ' thé ' ai&i,\ vproved.' hé '$id . 
become a favourite. at-couj. *: : Liké all. who 
vacillate ih their :political pri-nciplé$ a h r i e t ,  .of 
.%necdotes are :iG: circulation; relative +:o : thé sub 

ib 
sequent cónduct óf; Count tAbisbal-; - the .few par- 
t icular~. I ám about to relate,' +&re commUni~ated 
to me .'previouS to ' mi'-arrivd ' here, and as they 

, - .have been in a great'measure confirmed by respect- 

able . tistimoiiy since that * time, , there is thé les's 
r * l  1 

" - .reason io .doubt .thbir.authenticity. e . . 

. That 09Donnell wás,not sincere in his ádherence 
. to Ferdinand, is evident frorn , -, the correspondence 

. he is said to have entered into with the confiden* 
' 



1 l j  
. . ti 

avowed purpose, of restoring- the 01d monarch and 
r r g  Y i ' i  

. converting him into a constitutional Icing. Hav- @ . ,!, I 

ing, o* his return' from the - French frontier, me$ . V I  

Lacy here, they made - up . a misunderstandrng . .  ! Y ;  
:, 

which had occurred s.ome years .before, and so- 
l 

. ieinnly engaged - thenceforth t oa .  co-operate with , I 1 , ;  

each o t l ~ g  id the $reat work ivf national regenera- 
< .  p tion. Appointed ~a~tain-generzd af: ~ndalusia, # 

, soon after; the Cou& was &e of those who urged ' . 14 
Lacy tij strike the %rst blow in Catalonia, promis- 
ing faithiully ~o sbpp,ort &e rttempt wi!h 41 the- , ". ' ~ 

troops und& his cornmand at Cadiz and its vici- 
nity;-~otwithsGndin~ his famous order of the day, 
on the fa.ililure of Porlier, which once more shook 
the confidente ;inspired by .-his recent ' professidns, ' , ~ 

Abisbal took great pains to manifest his wishes-in , I ti I 

- .. - favour change, when in addition to his forrner . -, . k1 18 

appoihtment, he was narned commander i v  chief 
' 

, !f 
of thk expeditiori, towards' tfie end of 1818. .- Onci 3 - 

~f the reasons now alleged by the (Seneral, for. 
the vehemenCe with which 'he expressed his /opio 
nions,-and called upon the officers to join hirn in 

, - [  
r o ~ l a i r n i n ~  the .constitution, arosé from his a&iety " 

a 

I 
to atone for having, through falsc zeal and mis- a" 

' .  
~laced loyalty, contributed to its . suspension iii , , 

1814 ; di&cult as it was to confide in the promises 
I 

- ; 
0f one who ltad so ofteten varied,' the Couit gave 1. 

l 
I 

poofs 'of sincerity on tliis occasion, that he 1 

at length succieded in.,making converts of ~ t h e  
l 

i 

. "ost sceptical. Thq prospect which' now !opened 
before O'Donnell was truly flattering he had re- " ' 1  

T 1 
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covered the esteem of his fellow soldiers, and was 
about to obtain immortality, by leading them on 
6 the goal of freedom : ."a day being fixed foi pro- 
claiming the constitution, the duties of al1 those 

\ who werd destinéd to participate' in ,the sacred 
enterpriz~ were traced out, and confidential 

, l - agents selected to prepare' the, niinds of the 'sol- 

, . 
diery. As the time , 'of : declaring themselves 
approached, the patriots, justli apprehensive + oí' . 

' 
the evil consequences which could not fail to. re- 
sult from' haMig +he civil adrninistrátion in . the , 
hands of a military chief, próposed t6at a provi- 

.. - -- --  sional junta of government should 'be  appointed ' , 
until the cortes, could be assernblbd. The Coúnt . . 

is said to have been quite indignant at \a-proposal, 
which seemed to cal1 his own;talents and patriot. 

- - -- . - .- - - -.= ism-in qu&tíon, and expressions are' attributed 
' 

'him, which if 'ever uttered, cirtainly just?fy the 
determination of the ofñcers not to 'act, rior $0- 

, ; ceed in the design on any other terms. The Gene- 
C ,$ 

l ral and his second in command, $arsfield,* * also 
the intimate friend of Lacy, are supposed to have, 

. fiom that moment, renounced the project. 7 % ~  
- .  s .  . . !  , \  - 

- 
1 

I 

' This offikor is desceded fsorn ¿ord Lucan, who esponsed 
t l ie  cause of James 11. in Ireland, &here the hame: of ,9arsfield 
, ic famhiar, a i  tho hcro of a popular national drama, ~alled 
thc battla of Aughriin, or thefall of St. Rdth, in which Lucen 
endeavoured to ,iusQin thé interests of his master agáinst tliose Óf 

P r <  I 

Williarn 111.: ' The Spanish general serscd with ' Lscy and 
- O'Donnoll diiring the k a r ,  ind iintil thci 8tli Juiy, 18 19, hc:was 

1 

t 
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il~antentian, liowever, Gs 'c&efully concealed. ,' It i 
baGing been 'previously arranged.; that the tr80ps : 
should encamp at P& St. ' ~ a r f s ,  ' a ~ d ' t h e  15tk ', . ' 
July appninted ior r a q i n g  die plan intoexrcu- , 

tion, O'Donnell called his friends together; .and 
.infoi&ed them that, as there was- every reasori to - 

believe the whole scherne had be& dlseovered by 
%he court,-it would be impossible to  wait so long ; , 
he had therefore determined to fix the mórning ' ' 

/fl 
of-the 8th, for effecting the object in view; and . g 
hoped thís would be equálly agréeable to their ) -  

. $i, 
!1 1J 

.~ishes. The conimunication was most joyfully 13 q -,nec&~ed,- and na siispicion entertained , of ' the :; li 
btended cli;Gg<on the part of their leader. - " 11 ~ ( j  
Osder; wére accor-d"ing1y- issued fbr the regiments . i 4 

-toa~sembl& on the plain of Palmar, near ' Xerez, . 1113 

- '; at %hi& t&wfi Sarsfiel d was QuarteM ivith . tlie . $ 
, 1;4 

cavalfy. - Tlie General himself left Cadiz ' on .tbe r J S+ 

kvening of tlie: 7tl1, causing those of the inhabi- . . 
, ;+ jj 

knts who were in the secret, to inform tlie people' , y 
- \ . - 

that he was going to proclaim the constitution, (1 

fi 
and would return the . following day to perform 1 
tlle sanie &ice amongst them ; alleging that as 

1 

. /I 
/ 

lb 

I 

- " i. . 
d 

t ,% , . ?  , > * . .  . . 
i 

considered & oio of the bcst officers and hrnvest ., mcn in : th'e ti 

Pcninsula. i ' ~ u t  nh'vi*ci o; talenti, however great, can - avnil - I 

- those who bei:rny jublio liberty : an axiom which iS amply proved 
, 

in tlie present case ;. for ever sinee tlie pait taken by Smsfleld < ,  

in tbe:transaetions of the abovo day, his past glories are lilosted,. 
' e:  

1 
* 1 and bis ycry existonee alniost consignad to obiivion, or renieui- I 

bered.oiil+to be cantemned..' " . - 
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' the army had unfortunately destroyed it in 1814, 
' t be  'first cry of liberty should emanate from the 

1 ' .  , ' camp, so as to. efface the errors' ofthat meiancholy 
7 i -  

: period. tNothing could exceed the joy eGnced by 
\ 'al1 those who heard this piece ofintelligenc& and 
a preparations here immediately cornmenced't~ . re- 

ceive thé expected deliveier of hi6 count*. Land- 
I 

'ing a t  ~ o r t   t. ~ a r y ' i , :  ~ ' b o n n e l l  ilaced himself 
at ihe head of some infantry 'stationed there, and 
p&eeded with them to'join th'e main bodi, ;hile 
Sarsfield led o n  the cavalry fr& ,Xerez.  he , 
tr6op;"-ere drawn o& i i d  had already goie . . 

4 -  

- - -- ..through the usual e17ilutiohs, Gh.hen the sebond in 
command, and Abisbal, appeared at  the same mo- 
ment, advancing in opposite' direitions ; exp6ctii- 

- tíon was a t  its height, and both officers and men 
- -- L.- - -. -congratulating each other on the joyful event 

1vhic11 woúld soon terrninate tlie reign kf ter&? 
, . 

It is, hbwever, evident, that the parties who accbrn- 
, panied the General and his Trjend, had been taught 

, tbeir lessan, for on Sarsfield p&ceiving hirr, 
' 

, first movernent wasv to ride ' rapidly along the line, 
followLd by severa1 squadr6ns of horse, exklaim- 

. . ing Viva el Rey ! This oihinous watch word being 
- a. 

.,Y' 
- repeated by the Count and hís party, i t  soon be- 

carne general, nor was it until he had summoned the ' , 

ihond6 arouad him, and told. them .they were 
prisoners in the Eing's ' name, that the pqtriots 

, , ,would. credit the evidence ' of their senses. It 
would be vain to attempt describing the astoniF- ' 

pent  and indignaiibn excited by this extraordi- 



. - 
' .  , pi;; { l l " ;  

nary probeeding,; but, befork there was i f ic ient  
time, either to express their séntiments" such - - ' - 

treatrnent, or ,appealddto the troops, ea* of the 
prisobers, fifteen i n  number, including the * flower - ' 

of the patriot chiefs, and heroes of 'La Isla, were \ 
$ 6  

I r  

hurried off knder . escorts, and confined in the. , 

neighbouring castles. This act, which requires no 
comment as it speaks for, itself, did not .secure to . :\ 
Abisbal the confidence or- favour of the Court ; foi, ;\ 
althoigh weli received on his arrival here, he was i 
irnmediately calléd upon to resign his command, id 

t 
and Count Caldefon, a narne ti11 -then scarcely ~ 
kn6wn S t h e  army, appointed his successor.' - . 

 hat te ver civilities may have heen shown to the 
Count on his return fróm Andalusia, they did iiot 
continue many days ; he-had doubtless rendered 

- -  - -an irnportant service to the servile faction ; but -- 

~ ' ~ o n n é l l & u s t  have kndwn th* p&itude &as not 
amongst ' thb nurnber of tlleir virtues. ' 0n '  ther 
other hand, although ministers were fully aware of 
, the parit he had taken in preparing the revolt, yet 
they, resolved to 'keep up appearances, until a 
favorable opportunity'occurréd , +  for bringing home .. 

the charge, or gratifying their resentment. .' The 
Count mas thus placed between the fear of punish- . 
ment and those selfr ' reproaches arising from 
havkg betrayed , the patriot. cause ; not. to &en- ! ,+ 

the lkss of a i  occasion yvhich scarcely evei 
' e ti\ 

d 

*ecurs a second time30 the most highly favoured 3 a, 

- k 
, individual. ~ h e r é  are some acts in public life [ S  

, . k 
which cani~ot be justiged, 1 apprehend the above . 2 

. #: C 



I \ 

. 8 

\ 

53'8%- 
l .  

O'DÓ.NNEL¿~S - 
/ - 

, is of $hat. description .:-O'Donnell. is said t~ de.+. 
fend his conduct 09 the ;lea that neither the kit& 

- of opiníon,. nar the nature of the prepartrtions in . 
' other points of the, Peninsula, were favorablé to 

the enterprize ; and that under these circum- 
I stances, a civil war,) instead of.  national fre'edom, 

might h v e <  been the res$t , of !lis projected at- - - tempt.. In . contemplatingthat endless uariety of i 
i causes which govern hurnan actions, reasoils . are , 

. ' skIdÜrn waiting to . palliate whatever . depends'on , 

- the. mere discretion of men .in powkr; witlloiit- 
pretendlng to decide on .the degree of guilt or in- 

e'. 
' .----- hocence attributable to the ~Oun t ,  tmth obliges3 

me-to say, that his defence has. not satisfied the 
people , qf\ spai*,: nor exonerated. him + from the +' 

- eharge of personal ambition; It must be confessed . 
.< . - -.Y - .that - the experience of psesent times is peculiarly : 

' ' . well calculated to remove. those .doubts, which. 
haye hitherto : induced <men $0 - hesitate, between . 

' the fear of anticipating public api"n.iun,:(and %taking 
advantage of an auspicious. moment. for restoring 
the liberties of their ,coui~tiy. . . . 

. The sentimeqts of the nation had been. expressed . 

in such various ways, tkeir sufferings Ivere~so 
tiplied, . that .no risk, however g e i t ,  of [f&ure. aria ' , 

coiltingentevil, could be fairly put in bompetition p , : 

witli the certain benefits of a successful - iia 

favour of freedom* : deeply ds . this truth is engra- . 

ven . on . the . ininds o f  the . rnost superficial obser- : 
vers in these days of improved political.knowledge, ' 

it  caiinot be lnatter of surprise .tliat:neither hi! : ' -  

- e 

/ . ) , . 
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brilliant services dúring the war, nor reeent ex- 
ertions, had removed the 'fatal impression made by 
Abisb~l's conduct on the plain of Palmar, and , 

which is increased by a very general conyiction , 
that he might have marched in triumph- to the ' 

capital. However poiginant the feelings of the 
Count mdy now be, it hwing thus' rejected the ' - , 

O most glorious; the host >exalted boon ever ten- 
dered by fortune, it' cannót but producé a salutary 
-eEect on others ; for 1 defy any future patriot in 
whose hands the destinf of his countri -e pláced, 
to reflect on what Henry O'Donnell- has lost, 
.with6ut-. persevering in what he under'takes, or 
' perishing in the attempt ! 
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~ n ~ o ~ n a n c e  o l  tke Soldiery to Embark for Suutb ~merí&.-~rders~ &ven M 
~a lde ron .~~ imee ros  sent to Superintend the ~épar ture  of the Expediüonr * 

. ,  Preparations Suspended by tho Yellow ~ever.-Tbe Troops ar! Collected at 
Las Corred?ras.-Joy of their Meeting.-Renewd of Former Ties.-Motives 

-, which Justified the Projected Ravo1t.-Pmegyric on tbe, Cbiefs.-Soldien ' 

and- Peop1e.-Appointment of Leaders.-Qi~iroga, Riego, and Gdiano.- 
_-__ Anecdoie andEulogium on Bertran de ~ i s . - D a ~  of Rising Fixed.- Constitu- . 

rir 

, ' lioa ~roclaimkd a t  Las Cabezas de'San Juan.-March to' Arcos, and Arrest 
, 

, -  - . of Calderon, &c. Riego Proceeds to Bornos, and Returns with the Regi- 
L ment of ~r r ag&-~s  Elected General.-Firsb Use made ufhis New Dignity. ,, 

\ - 
-1ntended March on Medina.- Arrival of a Messcoger from &uiroga.- 

Some Aemunt of his Procredinp.-Check at the Cortndi~ia.-cnmpanit"nnd ' 

. - - -- -.- - the Priesthood at Cadiz.-Entrance oE Riego into Xerez, and Jundion with 
the Army of La Isla.-Lette~ to the.King, and other Shte _Papers.-Mili- 
tary Operations which Fd1owed.-Riego Departs with the Flying Column. 

, /  - -Unexampled Heroism of tbis Officer and bis Fol1owms.-Tlieir Disper- . 
, I  sion.-Events at  La Isla.-Arco Aguero, ,and Lopen; Barios.-Approach of 

Freyre and his Troops.-Sorties made from La Isla, aad Intrepidity of ibe 
' Patriots.-Correspondence between Freyre and the Patriot General.-Suspen- 
sion of Hosti1ities.-Heroes of La &la Invited to Cadie.-Massacre of March . 

10th.-~ctors in that Bloody $cene.- The Constitution is Proclaimed in . 
' / Galicia, Zaragoza, and Madrid. 

I y -  

Madrid, Odobcr, 1820 ' ' 

ALTHOUGH the inexplicable conduct of 0 ' ~ ó n n e U  
. may have suspended, it did not dGstr8y th'e hopes 

% . , of thé patriots, much less dimini& theib repug- 
nance to embarking for the New Worldj in whicE ' 

so man ythousands of the army had alieadyperi shed 
: either by the sword or the effects.ofcliníaté. Re- 



I '  

' + 1 ,  

garded' as anti-social and i i~i~oli t ic from i t i  com-1 
rnenceient, the South ~mé&c;n contest wasonly 

I 

, .\ -. 
. profitable' to- thise, who, like ~ g a r t e ,  made it an . / 
objéct 'of peculatioh, and iluñder. ~ u t  were , all , , 

the othei causei which ;endered this ' unnatural 
war abnoxioui l'set 'iside, it would be enough to 

' mentiin, thit-the .spaEish soldiiry felt the;Geight .. , - - 

of their own chains too acutely,' willingly to aid in 
, ;  , _ , ' . -  \ , 1- 

fetteringrothers.+ 
One Circumstance connekted with this ' event * , , . A 

' deserves paiticulai. notice. ' On $he officers" and 
men of the ind&&ndent garrisÓn perceiving t h e  . , 

, rzg@d d.@d destitute conditiin bf -thej; new friends , 
" they~imm~diat~ly subscribed a próportion of pay, , , , 

amounting to seven thou.sand sdoll&rs, for their re- , - * 

lief. The kerit  of thii  generous act  was greatly - 
- - --  - enhan& Ijy the  miny privatidis t o  which the pa- . 

, ' ,  , % 

triots hid  themselvks be& exposid, owiig tci the 
stagnation of comrnerce inciiien t to the revólution. 
In other respects, the reception 'of the ~paniards, 

' " ' .  
by a11 clásses of the i~habitants, proved their in- 

' 

terests Gere cónsidered the same ;, and that an op- ' 
I 

1 .  

- ,  

. . portuiity l k e  the -present was oniYvrequired to , .  

show how cordially t h i  subject-mani - Ó f  bbth . 
J ?  I - 

4 ,- 

* Tho abofe opinion was fully exeLplified ic the ,, caso of La 
Trinidad, a frigate eomposing part of a srnall squadron despatched 
to the c~assts of Chili &d ~ e k  early in 1819 ; for o i  reaching 
the latitude of th6 river Plate, the crew and troops rose against . , . { 
their officers, 'and oarried he* up to ~uonos  es, where they were " 

recei~ed with open aris, and incorporated with the national force. 
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hemispheres could'fraternize when lift tto the  im- 
pulse of their own feelings. . - 

Notwithstanding the well k n o k  sentiments of 
/ ' the army, Calderon received.positive instructions to 

. 1 hasten his departure, and the minister of marine, 
Cisneros, had, even repaired b Cadiz to superin- 
tend the embarkation. While, however, ttie in- : * - , - struments of deiGotism kere greparing to execute 
the ordqrs of the court, an event occurred, which, 

- 'though calamitous in itself, was yet destined 'to 
bring about the ' dawn of freedoni jkst as the 
despair of the patriots seemed to have reached its 

x - -- - -acrne, and when hearts less témpered witklieroism 
, )  would have sunk under such accumulated severses. , 

/ > L 

i The colomls were not hany  -dáys - in. cónfine-. - 

ment - before it w& anno~i'iced that the y e l l o ~  
- .-' . . fever:.had broken out at San Fernando. - This 

' horii,ble scourge having first itticked the inhabi- 
bitants, soon forced its way to Cadiz and infected 
the military, who, together with the formes vffer- 
ed dreadfully frim its ravages during the follówing 
t h e e  months. One of the imrnediate effects ato. 

# tending this visitation, 'was that of putting a stop 
to the expeditionary arrangements ; and it shortly. 
after ' became necessary to withdraw the troops. ' 
from La Isla, so as to separate them frbm those' ,. 

points most 'exPosed to the epiderny: Las Corre- i a 

1 1 deras, a salubrious spot near Alcala de 10s Gazuies, , 
j .  . 

was therefore chosen; here many of the regimentss 
were ass'embled towards t h i  er-id of Aubust ;' no:. 
is i t  siirprising if the first ebullition of joy at 

8 ' 



sense of mutual calamity. + It was in truth imposa 
sible for the-patriots to look back on that series of , 

persecution, . suffering and disappointment . which 
had so long afflicted Spain, without feeling the 
necessity of a change ;, 'and if $e recolle~tion~ of ' 

the past was not enoúgh to influence, their deter- 

offences had , córnrnenced against their leaders, . 

who, if not' libétated, rnight, ere rnany weeks ,be 
transferred to the presidios of F r i c a ;  on the other - 

.hxmd;- tyranny and oppression had attained that ' 

point, at.which the rnost bigotted advocate of di- ' 

vine right, and passíve obediente could -no longe+. : 

dispute the propriety of resistance. -Thóse who. ' ' 

may be -hereafter led to refl\edt on the insurrection . 
of La. Isla. or make'it a rule of action for them-- 

. 

selves, will not only keep in mihd the motives t o ~  
revoIt, but also recollect that i t  &as not until the , 

army and. al1 (Eurepe were cofivinced that reform . 

c o ~ l d  never pr&eed from within, , and that the 

shake off the yoke. ~ h i s  resolution once made, . ' 



l * 
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, f84 . HEROISM OF THE CHIEFS. 

this 'event 'is considered ; whetheq as if r&ards 

l .  the intrepidity of th i  chiefs, persevering constancy 
. '.of the troops, Q zeal and enthusiasm of the people, 

e it. would be. extremely diffiiult to find.'a paralle1 
iri the,annals of any other nation : and-though de- 

, prived of tbat halo . which " time and distance 
throws over the heroic deeds of oth& days, it 'is 

- ' not the  less worthy of adrniration, br interésting as ' 
.a. subject -sf useful meditation to the patriot, phi- 

- ' los?pher and ktatesman; . , 

As the plap of rising had been arranged pre- 

i vious to the removal of O'Donnell, the great ob- 
---y7 - - -- ject of the patri'ots was to conceal their design, and 
.--- supply his place with a leader whose former con- 

duct afforded somewhat better ;guarantees , for, 
,. béing faithful to the cause; Antonio Quifoga ha& 

- - - -  --+ - been -amon&t the 'most zealous mernbers of the . , 
secret societies,'and from his character for steadi- 
riess, as well as being the senior colonel arrested on 
th6 8th of July, was unanimously elected to the' , 

envied post of general in echief. As ' Quiroga re- 
, mained a close prisoner, the glory of cornmencing ' 

'.. the enterprize was rcierved':for Rafael de Riego, 
, one of those rare meteors destined by ~ r o v i d j c e  to 

ap$ar 'on thé political horizon, - and cheer the 
fhends of human liberty, whei venality and cor- ' 
ruption seem to have destroyed evGry hope L - of its 
restoration. This' officel: had joined tlié camp at 
Palmar sorne days before the akrest took place, 
and would have probably lshared the fate' of' bis 
friends, were ii '  not' for .a severe illness which 

iI 

1 
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RIEGO. , 986 . 

obliged hiin to retire to Bornos, where he ~otitinued L .  

ti11 the- 10th of November, ~ivhen' he was calle' on 
to take a part in the conferences of ,Las -Correde- 
ras. Being. still in a s&e ?f extreme debitity, the 
admirers of Riego observe tliat the impulse wliich , ' - 
liberty alone can give enabled him to encounter - 
and surrnourít the formidable difficdties. he had to 
vanquish. Persons who participated in- the honours . ' 

of the'insui-rection, have assured qie that his ex-'L 
ertions were' altogether incredible, and such as - 
Ieave hiin scarcely .any time for sleép or refresh- . 
ment : but in iomrnunicati?g a portion of hii own .- 
A~flcOnqberable spirit to others, this, extraordinary - 

.- man  .may be said @ ,have ensured the. success l 

which crowned their-subsequent-efforts. . 3 

... , 

Having organized an extensive correspondence 
1 

- -  - - with the> provinces ; u received assurances of sup- 
port ; and made such other '&rangements as the - ,  

magnitude of the enterprise required, the next - 
point was to fix the da i  of rising. ~ o n e ,  could ,be 
more apprÓpribte thán the commencement of a 
new year;' it was therefore detterrnined tliat the a 

second epoch of spanish regeneration , should y date, ' . 
from th& first of January, 1820. 

 hile Riego and his friends were completing 
. the' military prep~ations, and . eoncerting the* es- 
cape of Quiroga, Arco Aguero, chief of the sthff, - ' 

and his companions, shut up by Abisbal, another ' ' 

individual appeared on the scene, who merits the 
of the civil, as Riego does that of the mili- . - 

t a r ~  hero of tlie revolut,ion. 1 allude to Antonio 
1 

/ 

f 
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-- - 986 GALIANOe-BERTRAN DE LIS, 

Alcala Galiaho, one of the most eloquent. men in 
Spaid. , The court having long &hed to rid itself 

- of this powerful orator' and resolute Patriot, had 
named him Secretary of ~ega t ion  at Rio Janeiro, - 

and lie went to Gibraltar under pretence of pro- 
curing'k passage. No sooner, ~owever, had Gali- 

, ano entered $he gates, than al1 his thoughts were , 
- turned' to the means of saving his country ; liaving 

I .engaged the exiles w h ~  hippened to be d .  in that 
fodress to hold themselves in readiness,, he repair; 

- ed to Cadiz, a i d  in'  unisbh with the' principal mer- 
chanta there, proiided the fúnds nicesiarc fpr 

_---- _ .,- 
- defraying . the expences of the projected move- 

- -ment, after which they adopted 'such measures as 
were most likely to ensure the co-operation of the: 

- garrison and the inhabitants.+ r l  . , 

- - -  - - - =  - - - - -S - Tlie artiess yet heroiC rnaniier 'in which Bertran 
- . '  de Lis speáks of the fortitúde displáied by bis 

son, and of their interview just before the moment 
1 . . 

b j  . . 

* In noticing those capitalists whose lives and fortuncs have 
been devoted to the grand work of restoris pblic liberty in Spain, 
1 ~annot omit the name of BERTRAN DR LIS, of Valencia, aq hav- 
ing mainly contributod to the triumph at La 'Isla, his liberalit~ 
in supplying Iargc sums of money for the use of the patriot forces. 

~Although this truly spirited individual had &fted been 
'called upon to assist' the court during the reign of iorror, neither 
his.zeal,nor cxertions in- favour of freedom were relaxed. One 

..LJ..lc t .-> 
o! ,hia, son% a ~'011th ~f bighteen, was 'amongst the yictims of 
Elio's ferocity in 1 8 1 9. Young de Lis suffercd with Vidal, dis- 
daining to accept tho proffered merey of his pcrsecutors, vd 

' 1 

evinced une*nmplod patncss  of mind to tho last. 
# 

7 
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, PLAN OF EXECUT1ON.- 
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,es7 . 
\ '  

1, 
- of execution, takes Bis auditor back . to the best . 

i \  
days of ~ r e c i a n  and Roman lore, and would melt 9 I 

the most insensible. Quiroga is tlie intimate ' ,  - - ,  1; 
friend of -the Valencian patrio't, and resides in his j; 
house. It . is hoped he will pardon this Involun- jl 
tary departure from his. modest injunction, but  i t  , J  S J ( N  

could iiot be avoided without Concealing itn ex- ,) \ 
! 

'ample ,which hayJ i n  some future day operate as  
a most salutary exampl'e to others. I 

These important matters settled, i t  was finally 
decidid, that Riégo with the battalion of Asturias, - 
whi& he coai&nded in second, stationkd at ; Las 

' *  1: 
' 1 11 

, Cabeiias ,de Sán Juan, <and the Seville regiment. at ' i 

Villa Martin, should march on ' Arcos, the head 1 
quarters of Calderon, while Quiroga pr~ceeded at  - e 

the head of two other regiments, those o£ Spain , - 1  
- - - - and the-m- from Alcala,, the place' of his deten- 

, . 
1 

' 1  
f tion, to the bridge of Suazo, thence to La Isla, j 

and pising .along the Cortadura, so as +o reach - il 

the walls of Cadiz by day-break, when the gates 
. j  

, , 'i 
* were t i  be in~tant1y;~thrown open. , 1 

- The fact of Riego having to open the campaign 
' 

of freedom while labouring under the effects of a ( \ x  1 
! 

recent indisposition, in' the midst of <a'severe win- 1 
ter, when -.the roads weie 'rendered almost im- , ,- i I 
:passable, surrounded by * above twelve thousand , 

men,:of .whom only a small p'art had from motives 1 \ ) ¡  ? 

-0f prudente :,been rnade acquainted with the in- E' , 

. . .tended ~ ¡an  ; and finally; his doubts as to the sin- . c .  

cen& of some who were. to assist in :the first ope- , 4 

rations; should..be considered i n  order fairly to ap , 

- 1 
f !  - 1 I 
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preciate-the merit of his' u n d e r t a k k  I t , ' ~ a s  in' ' 
the face of these formidible4 difñculties, that oL&ri 

. ~ ~ e r e  issued . for the battalion of ~Stur ias  to be, 
, drawn out at a~ early hour :on the lst, when after 
. a spirited address from Riego; on the sac-d duty 
they'were about to perform, he\ proclaimed,the 
constitution of 18 .amidst . the : accla&tions of 

San Juan, who had assembled t o  e n j ~ y  the glorious 
1 

. the- ,rains, *which even now fell: in torrents, it 
- : -- arrived within a short distance of Arcos a t  day- 
. light on the 2nd, after mbst harassing mirch of' 

more than twelve hours. Instead of meeting.'the 
- , corps from Villa Martin, as pre@ously agreed,' 

Riégo was inf&ed that it had, fr6m the ignorante 
, of its . guides, taken á w&ng ldirect?oñ, and could - 

not therifore be expected'to join for gorne time* 
This unlookea for disappoiitment was 'the more 
irksome ffom the battalion,being exposed to the 

- view of the garrison of Arcos, twice nurner~ús,~ 
-and. strongly . po~ted;  whereác ~ i & o ' ~  menl had 
-been under arms- nearli twenty-four hours -and 
&re quite exhausted with their * inarch. To 'in- . 
crease the dilenirna, every possible. method had 



Arcos, and fears werk entertained lest the civil 
authosities might pe'rsuade the people tcj join - 

them:-ft was while the officers and men were 
ruminatiiig on the danger of- their situation,'and 

a 

wh& many began to relinquish evety hope of suc- 
cess, that Riego, who had advanced to reconnoitre ' 

the force at Arcos, Suddenly returned, and order- 
ed the drum to beat to arms, repeated his instruc- 
tions to those appointed to asrest Calderon and 
his staq entered the towri preceded by the band 
playing a popular a,ir. Having posted a part of 
the regiment on a rising ground close to the bar- ----- - ner, añd occupied the marketOplace with a 'few 
compainies,' the arrest of Calderon, salvador, his 
second in command, and the whóle oF the s tac - - 

was effected in fiss than 'an hour after; The fears 
e -  - - of Riego--were in some degree realized Sy the 

main guard firing on the party which'was about - i: 1 

t~ enter fthe residence of the commander in chief; 1; 
R 

this was, however, retGrned arid-two.of the aggres- ' 
sors w&e killed on the spot.: On Iiearing the re- 
port of inusquetry, Riego rushed forward to as- . 

certain what had given rise to it,' but before he 
, 

"ached the head-quarters, Caldeton had surreno- 
dered his sword, ánd together with the ~ e s t  -of thé 
staff were confined in his own house. ~ o t :  a mo- 
ment was iost in proklaiming. the political - code, 
a ~ d  electing local authorities. The decision and ' 

, Presente .of mind shown by Riego .on l this critica1 ' 

Pccasion, is &?ve a11 pkise, and y w e é  that he ' f 

Wás fully amre  of the momentous conskquences :{ YI 



which were involvkd in the rnode of conducting the 
attack on Arcos. Had this failed there Gas an 
end tothe hopes of pursuing the enterprise, and 
i t  required no common share of resolution to 
persevere, khen i t  was found that not more 
than half the number calculated oñwere pesent: 
The neXt object of Riego, was to dispatch a i  ex- 
press to Quiroga, informing him of what had been 
achieved. . . 

As the Seville regirnent did not arrive until these - 

measuses were completed, the hoñour i f  first pro- 
claiming the constitution belohged to thit  of As- 
turias, but'as this arose from mere accident, it cre- 

.+ated .neither + anger nor j ealoisy, sÓ that their jb*c- - 

tion under kich %appy auspices Gas source of the 
utmost gratification to both parties. ~ f t e ;  transfer- 

- ing-the prisbners to a of greater secyiti,  the 
attention of Riego was turned. to ' gpin over the. 
ir.oops found at Arcos ; this he effected, though 
not without some persuasion, for Calderon had 
taken. infinite pains to prevent tlieir defection* 
.Still ignor?nt of &u&ogay s rnovernents, the time 
could not be better , employed than in collecting 
such battalions as were quartered round the neigb- 
bourhood A previous iinderstanding had been 
established with some officers of the regiment of 
Borqos, but  kvhose -.., .colonel yas knbwn to be has- 
tile .; neither this circuinstance, nor the excessive 
fa.tiigue he had und&one, prevented ~ i e g  froh 
selectipg a detachment of three hundred men ánd - 
marchinYato that place. Having halted within a 
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ATTACIIlVIENT TO RIEGO* 

-- 
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' . .  . 
fen: hnndred yards of tlie town, and proceeded ' ,  

alone to the. entrance, Riego was met by some' of 
his friends, to whom he communicated the résult 
of his labours at Arcos ;' the tidings spread ' with , 

rapidity through the Battalion, which arisembled 
immediately, and was in less than an hour on its , 

way to head-quarters, leaving ' the ' colonel to his, 
- rneditations, and the command of some conva- c 

lescents recently recovered ' froin t he  y ellow -feve? ' 

On reaching Arcos, the , pirty7 was receiied with th 

, loud. shouts of lpng live Riego and the*coisti t~- 
tion. . A general' muster taking place'.soon after, 
Ith~ofñcers and soldiers expressed their admiration 
of Riego's heroic. conduct still farther; 'by unani 
nlously investing hirn with the rablc.-bf general in 
chief. He  thanked thern for thiS poof  of appro-'. 

- - - - - bation,and;promised to leavi nothing-'untried to 
merit their future co&fidence. The first use Riego 
made of his new -dignity, was to cause al1 present, 
including the civil authorities, to swear fealty to 
the constitition. , " 

The efforts- of Riego had as j e t  been crowned , 

with al1 that suciess Whicli waS due to his re~olu- 
tipn and gallantry : but being sufficiently versed 

- in tlle theory of revolutións to know, that those 
who $draw the sword should not 6nly throrv away 
the sheath, but never relax in thek exertions 'ti11 

- the objéct in view is achieved ! The non-arrival of- 
. intelligenc4 frdrn Quiroga gave him . the ' 

'grekest-nneasiness, rendering it a matter of doubt 
whether it was best to proceed towards La Isla, or 



~emain  at Arcos. Thus situated, he consulted the 
'*officers, and after a short deliberation, i t  wtis deci- 
,ded that if no account carne within a given time, 
the four battalions, of which their force now con. 
sisted, should march on Medina, so as to make con- 
verts of the troops there, and the neigl~bourvig-town. 
That the intermediate hours might be usefully em- 
ployed they agreed to mix with the soldiery, and 
.explsin the motives of the rising, point out its ne- 
cessity and the advantages which would acirué to 
.thernselves; as well as the nation, from the &ente( 

The time fixed for marching having arrived, it 
y - --- -- -.-was fouid that Ówing to the state of the roads, 

and the dificulty which must attend 'crossing the 
A Majeceite,' the troops :could n'ot reach Medirka* 

-Riegitherefore resolved to take the direction of 
- . . - .-Xerez, which, íf ít did not tend to in~rerease his 

numbers would a't least enable him to intercept the 
conimunication between Seville and Cadiz, and b 1  

thus procure supplies of money t o  pay the men." 
The  regiments had, however, <scarcely quitted 

. Arcos, yvhen the anxiously expected messenger 
uarrived, ' bringing details of the progress a tLa  f 
'iind a letter from Quiroga, desiring that Riego 
%hould join him with al1 possible dispatch. 

It now appeared that the same causes, A which 
. < 

, - -  

* When Torres, the intendant or eornmissary-general, amested 
at Arcos, was summoned t o  &ve up tbé rnonéy in bis pos~e~sion; 

I al1 that could be found'for 'an..n'ainip o f  115,00i) heii*'wás eleven 
-thousand dollars ! . . . . .  . . 

1 
I 



*endese& thextarch from Arcos to iedina  irn- 
practicable, prevented Quiroga9s moving before the ' 
afternoon of the 2nd. An officer and party senf 
on e6lier in the day, hadssucceeded in 'disarming 
the advanced posts at  Portazgo, and occupied the 
bridge of Suazo. ,, Setting out with the regiment ' 
stationi4 at Alcala, LQuiroga was joined on hís 
way thriugh Medina by the other battalion, and 
after marching all night over a road in which the ' 

soldiers were often knee-deep, did not reach the 
- bridge of Suazo ti11 nine o'clock on the next- 

morning, above six hours. later than he had caE . 
.cuIated upon. It was not amongst tlie least of - 
those inconveniences attending tliis delay, that - 

several detachments-which had come up fiom dif- 
ferent points, not finding the ~eneral-in-chief at 

--> the place áppointed, thought the plan must have 
failed, -and - therefore returned to their quartersi 
F~r tunáte l~~for  Quiroga and his friends, none of 
the civil'or rnilitary authorities were on the alert, 
so that San Fernando was occupied without op- 
position. The first measure of the patriot general 
after proclaiming the constitution, was to secure-. 
the person of old Cisneros, and 'al1 others who 
were likelj to impede the success of the enteC 
prize. ' 

S AS the exhausted condition of . the troops would 
- not admit of pshing with the 'main body, Don 

' Jose Rodripez advanced'it the head of four com- 
Panies to surprize the first lines of La Cortadura. 
Received with a uolley- of musquetry, by which . 
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JOINED BY OTHEK PATRIOT~. 
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with La Isla, and ann~unced his arrival, pepairea - 

to the town hall, where the ' principal* inlrabitants 
were 'already assknibled to ha& him as their deli- 
verer. , This 'ínterview was followed by a krequest \ 

fróm the ~irreral,  that the populace might be sum- 
moned to attend the electibn of Municipal ~ u t h o -  
rities ; these being named and sworin to maintain 

' 

the political code, i t  Was prodaimed in due form. 
The hterchange of signals ámongst the patriot' 
forces produced an electric .effect on both sides ;' . 

when Quiroga dr& ódt his men, and - itated the 
. . 

approach.of their companions, the? rent the air , 

with fréquent V ~ V ~ S ,  ánd n o  1onge.r :rkrnkkkbered 
, <the failure at La Cortadura. ' A-nxious to réach San 

Fernando, Riego pushed on to P0i.t St. Marfi the 
-- ' 

same night, and was welcomed by great'numbers of 
"- e - -  the p&ple;qwho.'vied with each otlier in providing 

quaiteri . .  a;d,refreshrnent r for the troops. ' An im- 
1 - .  

portait acquisition bis ,mide soon after the pa-S 
triots' arrited here, by the sudden ápljearance of . 

Arco Apero, O'Daly, and some other'distinguish- 
ed Officers, wh8 had just escapid frbrh the castle bf 
San ~ebastian,.'in which they had bien confined 
ever sin& the%arrests at Palmar. T11eir liberation 
was due i . ~  a patriotic merchant of Cadiz, 'named , , 

Imbrecht, 'aided by Don Rafael Montes;,who had ' 

been chargeil with. their safe custody. ' . , 

The morning of the 6th was devoted to thanks- 
- 

giving and prayer ; this ceremony, performed in the - . 
open air, and diiring which the people and soldiers 

' weré. indi~criminatel~ . . seen, expressing their grati- 



tude to heaven, and imploring its protection, has 
been, mot inaptly, contrasted with - the inummery 
of priests and inquisitors, whose chief delight had 

l a  
hitherto been derived from collecting the citizens 
to walk.'in the procession of some saint, witness 

- t h e  reception of a novice, or celebrate an Auto 
de Fé ! The aboie a& of true religion being ter- 
minated, Riego and his fiiends, including al1 the 
inhabitants, went to vote at the election of Alcal.. 

. des, and proclaiin the constitution. 
It was intended that the battalions should sleep 

at San h a n d o  on the 6th, but, owing to the heavy 

__ rains, it  became necessary to halt at Puerto Real, 
/- whence Riego conducted the prisoners, and was 

followed next day by tlie main body. ., I need not. 
dwell on the meeting of the patriot corps, nor say 

- how much, their pleasure was heightened by the 
- . - - - 

difficulties which attended their first efforts. The 
*, conduct of al1 those who had embarked in this 

sacred cause, was, in every respect, worthy of free - 
men. Instead of giving r a y  to expressions of , 

vengeance, or vowing .the retaliations so richly 
merited by their oppressors, both officers and men 
seemed exclusively engaged in congmtulating each 
other on being thus placed in a situation to act 
yith more efficacy, and reiterating: their de termi- 

1 nation not to abandon the enterprize until liberty, - 
had triumphed. 
. When mustered, it was found that the utmost - 

strength of the national army, in rank -d file, did 
not exceed five thousand, men, consisting ofsevefi 


