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with which this short address was dehvered pro-
‘duced a talismanic effect on all present, and though
interdicted from giving way to their feelings in
wivas, nothing could exceed, the eagerness’shewn -
by each to follow their adopted chief ;*who, im-
mediately issued orders for the regiment to be -
divided into small detachments, ‘directing a few
rounds of ball cartrmges should be dlstrlbuted :
amongst them. i : »
‘While the: oﬂicers were occupled in drawmg up
their respective parties, ‘Porlier selected some of
the most steady, to secure the person of the ‘Cap-
tam-General his. Secretary, the members of the
military: commission; and a’ few others, known to -
be inimical to freedom.* * This was ‘effected with-
out opposition, early-on  the morning of-the 19th,
while: the | prisoners wefe on their way to San
Anton and Ferral’; all those accused of political - ,
offences were set at 11berty After these’ prelimi-
nary measures’ were' completed ‘a’ proclamation
- was réad to the troops, and posted upin the town..
It congratulated the sold1e1y upon having formed
the heroic resolution of breaking chains, more gall- -
ing than any which had been forged for centuries.

1

-* Porlier directed _that the authontles should be treated with
the utmost respect: and ‘that every possible attention might ‘be
Paid to their wants while in conﬁnement  His solicitude on this -
“point was frequently expressed in letters to the ofﬁcer charged

with thexr safe custody.
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~ There was no necessity for telling them what had

.been. the policy pursued since the restoration of

Ferdinand VIIL to a throne which had cost so .

many Jives and such endless sacrifices.—What had

‘been' their recompense ? Poverty, contempt and

- privations without number : to which might be

added, a total disregard - of the laws, persecutlon,
imposts, forced loans, and'feudal oppression.— -
Finally, the ruin of agnculture and annihilation of
c.ommerce‘! "This concise and " faithful exposmon
‘ended by stating, that the other provinces would
not fail to follow the éxample of Galicia, where a

. 7 supreme junta of government was to be formed

’ until the meeting of Cortes, to Whlch the nation
looked for its regeneration. : '

* The above address was succeeded by an elabo-
: rate manifesto, - remarkable for. its perspicuity and

~ eloquence.. 'In this paper, evidently drawn up by

- the hand of a master,* the proceedings of the ser-

- vile faction, and general. state of the nation, were
detailed in language, at once pathetic and argu-
mentative. The views of the patriots being set
forth, a retrospect is taken of what the Cortes had
done, anci‘ of the still greater 1mprove_ments antl-k '

B

* Porlier is said to have been assisted in preparing’ these
y pmted and well written documents, by an - auditor of military =
account named Santario, a dlscxple of Jovellanos, who had been
" persecuted and thrown into prlson at Corunna, after the retum of
Ferdmand j '

A\
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cipated f'ro.mk the ‘kyiyng’s return. These are con- -
trasted with the system of tyranny which succeed-
ed, and the persons who surrounded Ferdinand

described in their true colours. The acqu1escence
of the monarch is attributed to the habitual in-
fluence exercised over him from infancy. It was
owing to his listening to the counsellors of former
days that the Cortes were destroyed ; hence the re-
newal of public abuses, persecution of the patriots,

disorder of the finances, and consequent misery of

the army.. Hence' too, the venality of govern-
ment, as shewn in the sale .of places, bribery and
corruption of its members, also the deO‘radatlon
of Spain; which instead of being respected was

despised and contemned by ‘all Eurcpe. - Yet, had :

these evils been prpduced by ‘men, ‘who but
six years 'before” deserted ‘their master and be-
trayed their country! The arrest, trials and con-

demnation of the members of Cortes, are charac- -

terised as proofs of unexampled cruelty and -in-

Justice, a proper tribute is then paid.to the purity

of their intentions and irreproachable conduct as
legislators. After alluding to the numerous bene-
fits they had conferred onSpain, even during a
period of war, an affecting contrast is drawn be-

tween the late and present state of the kmgdom. e
NOtW1thstand1ng a year of peace, says this impor- '

tant document our finances are more embarrassed
than ever, and the public credit extinct; while

 the brave defenders of their country ‘are left -

naked barefooted and unpaid.” As to- the la-
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bourer, he is loaded with his former 1mposts ; the

 artisan nnpeded by new obstacles, and commercial
‘men paralysed. Our colonies more irritated than

before, their deputies seized, and promises made

to them broken. - On one side prisons, and on the
other vengeance. The manifesto closes with an ap-

peal to the nations of Europe, whose governments -

had not only recognized the legitimacy of the Re-

gencyand Cortes during the war, butentered into so--
- lemn treaties with the former, and otherwise court-

ed the alliance of Spain. .England, Russia, Sweden

and Prussia are more particularlymentioned. Alex-

ander is called magnanimous, and England, rich and
happy by its constitution, is represented as having

- witnessed with horror the destruction of the Cortes
" and violence used towards its members. . Under

different circumstances ‘this appeal to the people
of England would not have been made in vain : as
it was, every generous mind glowed with sympa-
thy, and prayers were offered up for the. success
of Porlier ; and but for the 1n1qu1tous intrigues
which 1mpeded his progress so soon, -the circula-
tion.of a paper like the foregoing, could not fail
to have produced a powerful eﬁ'ect on the whole

nation.
After collecting all the troops in the pr1nc1pal

square, and proclaiming the constitution of 1812,
‘the whole, headed by the General, and pleceded
by bands of music, playing ‘patriotic - hymns,

\

marched round Corunna, amidst cries of Viva. el

Rey por la Constitucion! and. the liveliest demon-
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strations of joy on the part of the inhabitants, who
fully pariicip’ated in the feelings of the soldiery.

The evening of the 19th closed w1th selenades,, |

and a brilliant 111um1nat10n

While the garrison of Ferral about ﬁf'teen hun» ‘

dred in number, were on.their march towards

Corunna, and another - detachment had set out.
from Vigo to"join the patriot standard, Porlier .
continued W]th unceasmg activity to" prepare for.

ulterior operations. Letters were addressed to the

Municipality and religious communities, . stating.
what had occurred, explaining the motives for

his conduct, and inviting them to concur in his
views for the good of their common country.

The rephes were such as might be. expected from

persons whose ex1stence depended on the conti-
nuance of tyranny and oppression : they ‘excused
themselves on pleas which are never Wantmg to
men, threatened with the loss of their pensions or

places. But as the General knew the disposition -

of the parties, he felt the less’ disappointment at

their refusal, nor did it affect him in ‘ the least:
on the contrary, every additional impediment only

served to increase the confidence of Porlier, who
continued to display a presence of mind, know-

ledge and activity, fully equal to the arduous task

he had undertaken.

The remainder of the General’s arrangements’

for Securmg the constitutional system, by restormg'

the munlclpahty and other authorities displaced in - :

1814, being completed, a detachment of eight

i B RS
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hundred men were selected to march towards
Santiago, where the. troops only awaited the ap-
pearance of Porlier to declare themselves.* The
command of this column was given to Colonel
Arechabala, who set,'out_'from Corunna on the

{ night of the 21st, with orders to halt at the small

village of Carral, a distance of six leagues, and
which he reached early on the. following ~day.’

Porlier arrived soon after, and when the troops had

been suiﬁciently‘ refreshed, he led them on to

~ Ordenes, another village within two leagues of
~ Santiago, to which place an officer had been de-

spatched with copies of the proclamation and mani-

'festo, also a letter addressed to Ortega, colonel of
" the provincial grenadiers forming the garrison.
- No answer being received, it was decided that the

column should sleep at Ordenes, and continue its
march the next morning.

In order to account for the silence and mactmty
of Ortega, it should be observed, that from the
first moment of the rising, the monks and clergy
at Santiago left neither prayers, entreaties nor
bribery untried to dissuade the officers and men

- of the grenadier battalion from espousing the sa-

crilegious cause of the rebels. Where the threat

- of excommunication and an assurance. of eternal’

* It was concerted that in the event of the troops at Santiago
being sent against the patriotic column, they were to join the

- ranks of the latter, immediately on coming up with them.
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- torments in the world to come had not the desired.
effect, gold, a still more potent stimulus, was libe-

rally applied ; and funds which had been accumu-

lated since the king’s return, or only appropriated "~
to the wants and luxuries of the priesthood, were:

now advanced for paying the troops ; with so many

weapons of intimidation and corruption, it cannot.
be matter of surprize that the patriotic intentions.
of the soldiery were turned aside. While Pesce,.. ,

the governor, also an- alien, was occupied in cut-
ting ditches at the entrance of the city, and adopt-
. ing other means.of defence, consecrated emissaries
were sent to .tamper with the troops at Ordenes.

In addition'to the means so successfully employ- -

ed at Santiago by-these, persons, they persuaded

the non-commissioned officers and part of the men

that Porlier really contemplated an attack on their

fellow ‘soldiers of the grenadier battalion. They

could not have touched on a more vulnerable
point;w and there ,being no means of contradict-

ing this absurd calumny, it spread with rapidity

through ‘the whole column, and thus led to their
betraying the cause of freedom. The serjeants
having assembled secretly about eight o’clock, one

of them, named Chacon, expatiated on the enor-

. ity of drawing their swords against countrymen
and friends ; dwelling with particular emphasis on
th ehorrors of civil war, and those other phan-

“toms with which the priests had filled his imagi- °

Nation, he concluded by declaring that the only

Way to avoid the threatened dangers, was to arrest.

S it B e e T
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the officers, and glve them up to justice.  So well' ,
had their splrltual adv1sers prepared the minds of
these infatuated men, to violate the oaths and pro-

 testations of fidelity made ‘only three days before,

that the proposal of Chacon, monstrous as it was,
met with little opposition, and. after some farther -

- deliberation, he was from his seniority appointed to

direct the meditated treason. A watch word being
fixed on, it was decided that a cordon of sentinels
should be placed round the village to prevent es-
cape.. Matters were thus arranged. by half" past_

) ten, when the serJeants sallied - forth headed by

Chacon, and rushing into the inn where Porlier

‘and his companions were still at table, called upon

them to surrender in the King’s name. As the
cry of Viva el Rey; y-a las; Armes! was heard out- -

‘ s1de some moments before the traitors entered, it

gave several of the officers time toseize their swords

and put themselves in an attitude of defence ; @

violent struggle ensued,.durmg which a few PlStOl‘
shots were exchanged, when the general perceiving

that none of the soldiers appeared, it occurred to

him that they were not privy to the design, he.
therefore leaped from a window calhng upon those
around fo ‘follow; but sentries had also been

‘ planted close to the house, so that e1the,r to 1311)’

the men_or escape became’ 1mposs1ble - There

- being no alternatlve, the patriot chief and his com--

panions ‘yielded to- their fate: most of the ser-’
geants having formed a guard to watch the pri-
soners during the night, they were handcuffed and
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marched to the dungeons of ‘the: Inqulsmon at-
Santiago on the following day. s o

The astonishment of Porlier and his ofﬁcers at

this ,inexplicable and untoward: event, “could
only be exceeded by the joy it created amongst
the priesthood of all classes, and “colours, at San-

tiago,* where the first ebulhtlons of joy “and self- ‘

‘congratulartlon were followed by a solemn thanks=
giving, and chauntlng Te Deum in full ch01r, after
which ' cerémony a 'sermon was: preached on the
' inevitable damnation attendant on rebellion! .

News like the above was not long in reaching

Corunna, and though it produced a very different = -
sensation there, . thousands having expressed' the ' -

sorrow and. shame caused by such an unexampled

piece of tr eachery The troops left to: occupy the -

~ * Santiago is the Capital ovaaliCIa, and has long been a grand
- focus of bigotry, superstition, and' priestcraft. * Besides the Inqui-
sition and its train of attendants, there are not less than thirty’

convents here, though the populatlon does not. exceed twenty-ﬁve'

thousand souls. 'The tutelar saint, better known in England by

- the name of St. James of Compostela, has the reputatxon of gam-’

ing the battle of Cla.lrgo, against the Moors, in the eighth century
he is ‘also said to have occasionally appeared in the ‘skies after
his death, particularly whenever a victory was achieved over the

Saracenic Invaders of Spain. Hence the popularity: of his shrine, -

which has’ however greatly diminished of late years ; but it is stxll

one of the richest in the Peninsula ; whlch sufﬁmently accounts «

for the i 1mmense number, of both sexcs, who embrace the rellglous
and monastlc hfe st thls place Ao -

1

.
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_town. ‘were 1nsufﬁc1ent to make a stand 1f ever so
well disposed. Previous, however, to the authori-
ties being reinstated, Don Antonio Peon, a ‘Captain

“of Infantiy, forming part of the detachment, deter-
mined not to expose himself nnnecessarily to the
consequences  of an arrest, prevailed on a consi-
derable number to- join him, and seizing a stand-
ard, the whole party marched out of Corunna to
the sound of 'drums, just as the Captam-general
and other funchonanes ‘were- hbelated ﬁom San
Anton. ;

- Such was the termlnatlon of an enterpnse, to

' whlch its authors were dtiven by motives the

most irresistible. It deserved a better fate sand if

successful, -would have. saved :years of anguish,

. slavery and suffering to & generous people. Had
not Porlier partaken so much in the sanguine tem-

perament of his countrymen, and confided less in

the promises of support from persons surrounded
by men bred in all the arts of hypocrisy and decep-
tion, he would not have advanced'towards San-

- tiago, but maintained his position at Corunna,' thuS
aﬁ'ordlng sufficient time for the other provmces
to rise, of which no doubt could be entertamed
had - the patrlots been asstred of' success . in

Galicia. iy SRS b

“The failure of Porher is not amonost the least .
1nstruct1ve lessons to be gleaned from the hlStOI'}" :
of the last six yeals ; nor was it thrown away on

Qulroga and his heroic companlons. Taught wis-
dom by experience, they secured an 1mpenetrable B
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asylum in La Isla, and the1r glonous eﬁ’orts ‘were . -

crowned with success. . , ;
Conducted to Corunnain chams under a strong

escort on the 25th, and shut up in the common

receptacle for ‘malefactors, no time was lost.in

commencing the tiial of the patriot officers, .. Al—_

_ though every rule of justice required that a special
commission should be named on this occasion, the,
persons who had been employed for ‘the prosecu-
tion of the liberales :receiyed orders from St. Mara,
to prepare the act of accusation. - An order to the

. same effect reached.Corunna two days ‘after from
the court. This dlrected that Porlier, and those of
superior rank who had* acted with him, should be

‘tried, and 'their sentence put into execution within
the time prescribed by ‘martial Taw. /As- to, the

subalterns and others, their trial was,also_to pro-
“ceed,.but the. sentences were not to be *carr_i‘ed
into effect, until the royal pleasure was known.

- With the exception of- his proclamation, mani-
festo, and ‘some letters intended for various pubhc,,

bodies and - 1nd1v1duals, upon Whose co- operatlon

.he calculated 1o documents of any 1mportance~

- Were found amongst the papers of - Porher.

LA sy i b YRR
& R

* AlthouO'h 0 short atlme at El Carral and Ordenes, a ntim-

 ber of letters were despatched by the General from boththe places .

in every dlrectlon, callmg upon the authorltles in dlﬁ'erent Towns, "
to proclalm the constitution. . Aimongst the’ papers ‘seized at ‘
Corunna was found a note to his wife, dated at Ordenes just aftcr iy

his arrival, and of which the following is a translation,”* ©* 0

Q2
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Agr eeable to the gothic mode of legal : procedure

in Spain, Hiremon, the Fiscal, prepared several
interrogatories, which he read to the General in
prison.  The first- of these, - after recapitulating
the treasonable acts of the prisoner, in raising the
garrison of Corunna, and :placing the authorities,
under. arrests,"ac'cused him' of ‘"1narching to ' San-
tlago at the ‘head of an armed force, with inten-
tion to ‘attack the troops stationed there.. The
eonclusion of this interrogatory is no bad illustra-

- tion of ‘'what an attorney-general . of .‘thosq ~days

could say to prove his loyalty. . It states, that, ¢ if
the culprit-still retains a particle of gratitude for
the best of kings, Ferdinand V1L, he will instantly

 disclose his plans and name  his accomphces, S0 as

that the innocent nation: may escape the perllous

: consequences arising from his silence !’

" To the above, Porlier. replied, that so far ﬁom '
having conSpn"ed against the King, every possible
respect.was shewn for his sacred person; not : only -

, “‘ My dearest w1fe you are T trust a.heady at Corunna or.
ought you 1o be absent from it for an instant. ‘' I have got “thus ©
far, and shall to-morrow present myself before Santlago, where

~ T hope something will be done; although there is ot complete

security, what I chiefly observe is'the excellent disposition of the.

- peasantry. I understand they are cutting ditches, and - taking

other steps to prevent our entrance into Sant1a0'o we shall soon

- see the result of these matters .But do not be apprehenswe Of

d‘mécr, as I shall run no risk without great probablhty of success.

Adien my beloved erte often, as I am most. anxxous to hear g

how you are.” . ST AR 'J-

Vi i £y " s Fbp e el
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in addressing:‘tvhej‘sel‘dkiery, and when referring: to
him in the proclamation, but by proclaiming his

name throughout Corunna on the morning of the
19th. - With respect to the conspiracy, he had |

taken no part in it; since an officer and guard ‘were:

placed over him to watch his conduct. Entreated ™

to assume the command, on reaching Corunna he
. found the garrison in a state of complete insurrec-

tion, so that all he did in such a crisis, was-to pre- -

vent disorder and the. effusion of blood ; for which
purpose, he cautioned the thOpS to mamtam
fidelity to the King, and observe the most exact
dlsc1p11ne As to the arrests, if not sanctioned by
him, . they would - have been effected’ by - the

soldiers tumultuously When arrested, the: F1sca1' /

‘was reminded of the respect shown to/the author-
ities and humanity of their treatment. ; The asser-
tion of” his. intention to-. attaek the garrison  at
Santiago is positively denied ; in proof ‘of which,
no order whatever to 'fhat effect had been given :
on the contrary, every hostile _appearance 'was

.avoided, even to there being no ammunition sup-

plied. There was nothing, in fact, to induce a
. belief that-sucha measure ever entered his

thoughts.. 'With regard to those who were privy. to,

~or’concerned in, the rising, he- expressed a hope
’that his Majesty: would be pleased to appoint some
-personi 'who-could hear what he had to say.on the

:subject generally :As the authorities by whom
his trial was instituted were also in’power when

‘the 'events "in - question ‘occurred, they could not
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interfere without a V101at1on of Just1ce belng 1no
less responsible than himself, if notmuch more so,
from their having had the’ managemént and com-
mand of the military. * It would therefore be 'im--
. poss1ble for Government to obtain a thorough
knowledge of the business, if his request was re-
fused. Finally, it was 1ncompat1b1e with every rule
of law, to be at once prosecutor, culprrt accuser,
and judge. - : SRR L
“In reply to a subsequent 1nte1100'atlon, the,
" general read an article from the military ordi-
nances, which bore partlculdrly on his case; and
expressly forbid asentence being passed by those
concerned in the charge advanced against any
‘ 1nd1v1dual and whose own conduct Was thereby ral
hab]e to be called in question. Azl
Notmthstandmg the formldable obJectlons Of
P0111er, the Flscal ‘who ' communicated “them to
the commission, was desired to proceed.  *Another
of the prisoner’s replies stated, that when invited
by Castenéra to accompany him to Corunna, all the
officers of the Lugo. reglment were assembled to
receive him: on - his appearance,  they:’ exclaimed
with: orie voice, that such was the cruelty of their
“treatment and hardship of their -condition, they
- ‘found it impossible any longer to bear up .against
it, they had therefore resolved on’executing’ the
‘arrests, to which end, a general understanding had
been established with the | garrlsons of Ferrol VlgO
‘and other places. e ,
“Don J bse Paredes havmg excused hrmself from
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becoming counsel for Porlier, on the ‘plea of his '
being a member of the commission, his refusal
was admitted on the 29th, when the objections of
the prisoner were also formally set aside,-and. a |
resolution made * to ' conclude the - trial: without
farther delay. The general was, however; allowed
to select another counsel, and the F' iscal was sent
to notify the indulgence.: Porlier took this oppor-
tunity of stating that he was degraded before’ any
* judgment had been ' pronounced, -alleging that
~ though labouring under such ill health: and ‘ex- -
“treme debility, he had been thrown into a dungeon .-
hitherto reserved for assassins, and highway ‘rob-
bers 3 that he had been stripped half naked* and
loaded with above fifty pounds Welo'ht of iroms, a
‘proof the Fiscal and commission had: overlooked
the fact of his. holdmcr the: rank of a -general offi-

 Wereit-not for these: ﬂlegal aggravations,
Porher ‘would have chosen Miramon to: defend
“him, but as it was, he begcred to name an old

- friend, Colonel Miranda; and ended the conver-

 sation by expressing a hope: that the commission .
- would allow' him the rights and privileges accord-e,
. ed by the ordinances. " ‘Notwithstanding this unan-
swerable appeal, all he could obtam, was a truckle
bedstead and straw mattrass

§ —

s Accordmg to one of the innumerable barbarlsms of the old :
Spanish law, those accused of treason, murder &e. are obllged to
take of their clothing from the waist downwards :

1




232 A PORLIERS TRIALS

- Theré being no probablhty of grantmg ‘the
general’s request relative to the appointment of a
person from the- court to hear what he wished to
communicate, he added the following . particulars
to his ‘previous declarations on - the 29th. - To
afford a clearer idea of the insurrection’ and .its
I real authors, and at the same time justify my own
_ conduct, it should be recollected thatall the troops

received -pay on the 19th, ‘without any . funds
| having been drawn from the royal treasury for
| that purpose: hence it must follow, that Don
| Andres Rojo,* the person who issued it, knew by
whom this money was ‘advanced ; and as thése
funds were provided before myarrival at Corunna,
-the parties who supplied  them were| doubtless the
original promoters of the rising.~~It is also notori-
-ous, that for some time before this event, the offi-
cers of the garrison at Ferrol openly refused to
' perform the duty there, in consequence of which
“a trial had been instituted. 'This circumstance -
furnishes a strong presumptive proof  that they -
had an interest and were 'even concerned in_the |
general wish of restoring the constitution.
- The last declaration of Porlier was.made on the

* Although there is no doubt but that a cons1derable part Of
the money thus provided, came from the patriotic fund collected
amongst the - members of. the secret societies, ROJOS name de-
serves to-be mentioned in the proud list of Spanish citizens who

~ heve sacrificed thejr all in support of liberty. .

.
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1st of October. * Its chief object was to reiterate

his former request, that some one in the confidence

of his Majesty might be named to hear. what. he
had to disclose for the general good of his country:

But as the commission had not thought fit to con- -
sult the- King, he was now prepaled to impart
his final wishes to Pesce, the governor of San- -

tiago : this application being equally unsuccessful,

a third was made with no better effect. * The un-

willingness. manifested by the Judges, at a time
when such requests are scarcely ever demed was
attributed to a consciousness ‘that Porlier had it
fu]ly inhis power to compromise the  principal
authorities, if not themselves, as already intimated.
One ‘of the motives alleged by the officers and
soldiers for throwing off the yoke, was the pecu-
lation and plunder of the funds destined by govern-
- ment for the support of the army. 'Those who
knew the ¢ generous nature of Porlier could not
Suspect him of any dlsposmon to injure even his
enem1es, and from some circumstances which tran-
spired a few hours bef'ore his’ death, the commu-

nication he wanted to make only related to the’

perturbed state of the kmgdom, ‘extent of the
association in favour of freedom, and- consequent

danger 'to the monarchy, if timely reform d1d not

emanate, from the proper source. j
Although' the séntence was drawn “out on the
If{lght of the 80th, the commission did not assemble
-to examine the cause and hear the defence, before
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the 2nd of October. - The latter was extremely
concise and altogether inadequate to the impot-
tance of the cause, or means of the counsel, ‘who
probably felt the inutility of a more elaborate ap-
peal in favour of one whose destiny seemed to
have been previously sealed. = No attempt was
made to exculpate the prisoner. - After, édmitting
that the circumstance of Porlier’s being seduced -

to commit the alleged  crime did not evade the

law, Miranda grounded his prayer for mercy on
the distinguished services of his client during the
late war, and solicited that the sentence might not
be put into execution before - the pleasure of his

“Majesty was known ; above all he insisted on 'the

necessity of allowing the general ‘an- opportunity

. of declaring those particulars which he considered
[as essential to the interests of the nation. The de-

fence: bemg concluded, it only remained to con-
firm "and  pronounce the judgment of the court.
It was accordingly read, and merely stated that
the charges of treason and rebellion having been -
fully proved, the prisoner was liable to the pains
and penalties awarded in such cases ; he was there:
fore sentenced to be pubhcly degraded and suﬁ'el' (

~ death by hanging.

There being no appeal from th1s sentence, lt
was carried into effect on the following day at half-
past eleven o’clock. - The last and only act of in-

‘dulgence solicited by .the unfortunate general,

was a remlss1on of that part of the judgment
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which related to his being degraded, so that the
victim was suffered to ascend the scaﬁ'old in plam
clothes. st ‘ :
The “firmness: and dlgmty shewn by Porller,
‘from the moment of his arrest ‘to the hour of: ex-
ecution, cannot be too much admired, particu-
larly when we reflect on the.excessive fatigue and

anxiety attendant on his exertions between:the .-

18th and 22nd, not to mention the dissipated state

of his health previous to the rising.  His declara-
tions were delivered  with the utmost perspicuity

and - calmness. = That his characteristic strength

of mind did not fail him even to the last, is proved -

by a circumstance which took place the day before
his execution.. - When theFiscal came to that part
of the sentence whete the word traifor occurred,
the countenance of Porlier became suddenly flush-
~ed, and dartmg a look of fire at’ ‘Miramon, he ex-

claimed ¢ ¢ Traidor! dzga usted el mas ﬁel sermdor» :

de lg pama P2%

Though the condemned hero had sufﬁc1ent
fortitude to spare his wife, and’ himself, the agon-

izing pangs of a final separa‘aon, he'wrote to her

frequently during the trial, and twice on the’ day

before. his execution. - These letters were such as

might be expected from one who felt much more "
Tegret on account of a woman, to whom' he ‘was
‘tenderly attached, than' for his own fate.:~He

. * Traitor! retherseythe most faithful servant of his country !

b A -
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called upon her to recollect how often his life had
‘been already exposed in the service of his coun-
try, and that it was now about to be sacrificed in
the same cause. ~Alluding to the mode of his
-death, he observed, that, however terrific to a
guilty mind, it was glorious to him, since he suf-
fered for the sake of Spain! Conducted to the
chapel in which it is customary for those con-
demned for death to pass the three days grace
allowed, previous to their execution, at seven
~ o’clock on the evening of the 2nd, Porlier
dictated his will to a notary, who attended  for
this purpose, and gave dying injunctions with as
much composure, as if they had related to the .
~most ordinary ~concerns ‘of life. ' Having be-
queathed whatever he had ‘to leave 'to his wn"e,
‘Dona Josefa Queipo de Llano, daughter of the
‘house of Toreno, and named several individuals to
‘whom he was desirous of being. affectionately
remembered, he addressed the notary in- the fol-
lowing Words «T also enjoin, that, when circum-
“stances permlt my ashes may be removed from
the spot they- are laid when I am' dead, to one -
‘more agreeable to my wife, and being depos1ted in
a plain cenotaph, she will cause the following in-
- scription to be engraved on it,” together . with my
- age and day: of my death.  Within are:con-
tained the remains of Juan Diaz Porrizs, Sormerly
“a general in the armies of Spain. He was always
succesyul in whatever lze undertoolc agamst tke -
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ternal enemies of his: country, and died a victim to
civil dissensions :—~men alive to glory ! respect the -

ashes of an unfortunate patriot !” ~'This act per-
formed, he signed with an untrembling hand, -and

directed that the attested copy, and the key of the

coffin containing - his body, should be" presented
to his wife as soon after the fatal hour as her
frame of mind ‘would bear such an offering.
- The remainder of the night was passed in medi-
tation and prayer : alike a stranger to that bigotry
and superstition, which has been at once the curse
and’ scourge of ‘Spain,  the prayers of Porlier
__were those of a- man who had conformed to the
tenets of Christianity rather by acts of virtue and
beneyolence than exploded rites and idle ceremo-
-nies; endowed with ‘the most estimable qualities
of thehead and heart, this martyr to liberty could
look back on his- past life ‘with complacency and
towards the future with confidence.” A friend of
mine who resided at Corunna and saw: the hero

suffer, describes the day of his execution as one of

general and heartfelt sorrow.: There was some-

thing peculiarly affecting in the last scene of this -

mournful drama.  Impatient to réach the place of
execution, Porlier walked. much qulcker than is
usual on such solemn occasions, and was observed

to mount the ‘scaffolding erected under the gal- -

lows with great alacrity ; when ‘the final prayer
ended, and just before the rope was affixed round
his nieck, he drew a white handkerchief from his
breast, and holding it up to his face as if to absorb
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a last tear, he consigned it to the priest, with a
- request that'it might be given to his widow! -~

A part of the troops whom he had but a few
days before led under the banner of freedom, were
condemned- to attend the execution, and thus ex-
perienced the ‘double mortification of witnessing:
the effects of ‘their treason, and an end to all pre-
sent hope of liberty or improvement. .

-All the' former actions of ' Porlier’s hfe corres-
ponded exactly with the . last days of hlS earthly
* career. . Though “descended from an ancient
" family, of which a branch had for a long period.
settled in the Canaries, he was born at Carthagena
in South America, where his father held a high
pubhc situation. - Brought up under the auspices
. of his uncle, Antonio Porher, Marqms de Baxe- -

mar, ‘and Minister of Justice under Charles Iv.,
he served as a midshipman in the battle of Trafal:’
' g ~When, however, the cry of 1ndependence -
, spread throu0h the Peninsula in 1808, .our hero
was amongst the first to obey the call of his coun- -
try ; and having joined a regiment stationed at
“Valencia, his gallantry and enterprizing SplI‘lt were
ﬁrst dlsplayed in’ the vicinity of that city : an affair
in Wh1ch he defeated a body of the e enemy s troops,
with'a very inferior force, took’ many- prisoners
~and led them in triumph to the Junta of Asturias,
obtained for him the rank of Colonel.’ Soon after
this event, he formed a ‘Guerilla corps, of which
he became the leader, and distinguished ‘himself
-in“a’series of brilliant ‘actions. '/ It was: durmg ,
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Porlier’s exploits in' Asturias, that he acquired the
title of El Marquesito, or little marquis, a’sirname
by which he continued to be known ever after.
His retreat from Santender, closely pursued: by a
corps four times more numerous than his own,
excited great admiration, and placed the - military

reputation of: Porlier on a level with- that of his
most popular “competitors.. - So highly were his -
merits and services - appreciated - by the Regency, -

that he was appointed Captain-general of Asturias,

where he remained until the return of Ferdinand.

With respect to. the alleged crime for which
Porlier was cut off in the prime of life, if the mo-
.tives that impelled him to' obey the 1mpu1se of

patriotism,’ andcall of his suffering ‘countrymen;!

are entitled to praise, the moderation -with:-‘which
.- he conducted. the - enterprise ‘is. no less worthy of
- applause. Notwlthstandmo those ' innumerable
causes of irritation and revenge, which had ‘been

operating 'on the officers and soldiery ever since .

the return of Ferdinand, not a single. excess was

committed from. the begmmng of the insurrection

till its termmatlon, as truly stated in the general’s
declarauon the alrest of the authorities only had

the effect of p1eserv1ng them from those 1nsults‘
which their admlmstratlon had been but too well

Calculated to exc1te.‘ 'So anxious was Porher that
the part' taken in the’ enterprlze by his- compa-

: nlons should be spontaneous, that 'in the course

of the dehbemtlons Wh1ch pr eceded the defectlon
at Or denes, he plamly intimated thdt those who
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did not feel conscious they were acting rightly for
* the good of their country, had on]y to say 50, and
they should be at liberty to depart.
- Itis no trifling addition to the merits of this
lamented chief, to say that history scarcely fur-
- nishes an instance of forbearance and moderation
equal to that displayed throughout this insurrec-
tion. The effects of such conduct has been most
salutary in all the subsequent efforts of the pa-
triots, and it will not be lost on posterity.
'~ Although low in stature, Porlier was extremely

well made, had fine dark eyes and ‘a most expres-
18 " usive’ countenance ; he gave many proofs of great
4 o military talents, and his activity in the field was
Vg unequalled. . He was remarkable for the vivacity
of his manners, frankness* and ' generosity. ~With
him, patriotism was not an empty sound or sterile
profession ; as a proof of which, nearly the whole
~of his limited fortune had been devoted to the
I ~ relief of his persecuted and suffering countrymen,

. * Porlier is said to havé, onsome occasions, carried this rare
virtue rather too far. The Marchioness de Matarosa, mother to
his wife, a proud and haughty woman, who, like many of the_
Spanish aristocracy saw no merit when unconnected with title-
‘ decds and nobility, was very anxious to know what were his pre-.
t/ ' ' tensions to the honour of an alliance with her family: ¢ Tell -
[‘/ " the Marchioness,”” said Porlier to the person employed to perform
’ ' the office of negociating this important point, “ that T wish tobe
informed whether her daughter is to be married to me ot my
parchments, if to.the latter, they may both go to the deuce, f"r
he sooner I quit them the better.” ;
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whether they langulshed in the pr1sons of Spain, or-

sought refuge abroad. One of ‘the charges that. .

led to his condemnatlon in 1814, was founded on
the interception of a letter, in which he dirécted a-
merchant of Bilboa to supply the pecuniary wants .
of an exiled patriot who was expected there fiom. -
Trance. But Porlier’s liberality was not confined -
to Spaniards ; it extended .to the unfortunate of
every country ; and more than one Englishman
was' indebted to him for assistance in the heur of.
need.- He was, in fact, warmly attached to us as a

nation, so that ‘the sympathy -excited by his me- .

lancholy fate was doubly mented - At Corunna,; ..
the feelings ‘of the. English’ residents were still, -
more unequivocally evmced ‘the whole Timber- |
having put-on deep mourning an hour: after hlS :
execution. || : v, £

- Thave,in a former 1etter, had occasion to men-
tion that the Bishop of Orense made an. eloquent
appeal ‘to Ferdinand in favour of - Porher 's.compas ::

nions ; -however creditable this intercession may, .

have beento the venerable prelate, it is supposed:
* that the lenity shown towards the’ oﬁ"enders arose. .
much more from fear than humanity..-, Aided *
~ by the kindness " of. their English fr1ends, several
of the officers weve enabied to embark for the
United Kingdom. Where the conduct of others .
tends to make us ‘so unpopular ‘abroad, it isex- . °
tremely. gratifying to:be able to bring forward
instances’ of jthis kind, which serve, in no inconsi-
derable degree, to retrieve the national character,
s Lt A




‘,jand keep it from s1nk1ng altogether in the eyes
'of the foreign nations. -
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The spirit of persecutmn whlch br ouO‘ht him to.

: ‘a scaﬂ'old did not-end W1th the- heros death

Excluded from the rites of chrb‘man sepulture, y
his body was buried in an -obscure corner of the '/
‘public cemetery.- \ : A

The notary 'who drew " up the will became an'
object of persecutlon, and after a plocess which

continued six months, sentence passed agamst '

him, ‘annulling the 1nstrument whlch was repre-
sented ‘as subversive and contrary to the rights of

" the throne!. In consideration, however, of the

advanced age and character of the : culprit, he
was " only admomshed on pain of incurring the -

“utmost rigour of the laws, in case of a second :
offence. |

/Porlier was aﬂ'ectlonately attached to h1s Wlfe 3 :

“she was not less so to the best of husbands. - 1
* will not attempt to describe the harrowed feelmgs

of a young desolated woman, bereft of her natu-
ral protector, int the flower of life, while all ‘the

~ fervid sympathies’ of our nature  are yet. in full

activity, and. we still look forward. with joy - and
hope to. years. of untasted fe11c1ty As if, how-

‘ever, it was not enough to exercise every species -
. of mdlgmty ‘towards her husband, the forlorn

‘situation. of Madame. Porher was' greatly ‘embit-

~ tered. by the cruel ‘means ‘adopted with regard t0 -
herself. - After confiscating the’ whole of the ge-

neral’s propérty, she was placed in 'a conyent at
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Betanzos, and remained’ there ina state of 1nd1-

rect imprisonment till the re-establishment of free-

dom. - Soon ‘after this event Madame Porlier was
invited to abandon the clo1ster, and 1es1de at Co-
- runna, where she contmues to ‘receive all ‘those
attentions, no less due to her: m1sf01tunes than (
the eminent services of her late husband. =

The final bequests of Porlier -were fulﬁlled to-

wards the end of August. A cenotaph being
~ prepared, all  the authorities of Corunna, civil
and military, repaired to the-spot where his re-
mains had been laid; disinterred and placed in -
their new xeceptacle, the. gallant Espinosa, who
~has been: so highly distinguished during the re-
cent events ‘in Galicia, pronounced an eloquent
and energetic panegyric on the virtues and talents £
of 'the fallen hero pomtmg ‘him - out as a‘fit -
model for those; who preferred the liberty of their -
country to tyranny. and ; oppression.. From th1s
the procession proceeded to the principal church,

folloWed Dby the whole populat1on here the ser- 5

vice ‘closed with a requiem composed for the
occasion, after which the cavalcade, preceded by
the cenotaph borne on a ‘funeral car, was con-
ducted in mournful - triumph  through all ‘the
.~ Streets in which the hero had proclalmed the con--
stitution five’ years - before. - On reaching that

- part of the Campo Santo, on which a more con- -

spicuous spot was chosen for, deposmng the urn,
. a secand Service and funeral oration was dehvel:ed
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by the’ ofﬁc1at1ng chaplaln of the. garrrson, afte1
- which thé ceremony ended.* - :
However ‘gratifying this testimony to departed N
worth may have been to the friends and admirers. -
of ithe patrrot chief, who W1tnessed the scene and
partlclpated in ‘the painful recollectmns and hea1t-
felt . sorrow it exmted for * his untlmely fate, I
am led to ‘believe it was only a prelude to still

~ higher honours, ‘which the national congress in- .

tends to confer on those who, like the hero of
Corunna Were sacrificed on'the ‘altar -of their -
country’s freedom. : Yes! the- statue of: Juaw. -

" praz PorLIER. deserves a pre- -éminent niche in.

the prOJected pantheon nor- can Spaln too hlghly :

] pmze or’ dearly cherish the memory ‘of a man,f g

Who, thoucrh branded wrth the eplthet of. traltor
and’ rebel by her oppressors, yet- knew how to:

. brave an. ignominious:-death ‘with composure, ‘

rather than: qu1et1y live to seehis fellow-crtlzens ;

wear: the chalns of - slavery

" That two names so dear to thelr countrymen should be v

 still further perpetuated the pnnclpal square and public walk of |

Corunna have been named - after  Porlier and Acevedo, WhOSe
fate beaxs a sad analogy to that of hlS herom predecessor

R




. 'LETTER'IX.
Alarm created at Court by Porlxer’s Insurrectlon —-—Errors o£ the Patriots and
) Cause of thelerllure their Effects on the interest of leerty.—Measures of
: Ferdmand and his Ministers.—Exile of Ballesteros and El Empecinado.— '
; Motives for dismissing Escoiquiz, de Castro and their Friends.—Treatment of
_ British Residents -—Dlsposntlon of the’ desons of Cadlz and vaedo — Abis- -
*" bal’s Order of the Day. —-Progected rising in Granuda, detected by the Bishop *
" and Priesthood : its Authors punished. —Attempt- of- Richart } his Trial and : -
. Execution. —PrOJect of Don Luis Lacy, denounced .when On the pomt of

belngcamed into eﬁ'ect Attempt of the General and his Fnends to escape —

General’ Mllano and others succeed 3 any is taken, he' is tried and con- 5
. demned at Barcelona : conveyed to Majorca and shot. *Blographlcal Sketch

of the Patnot Chlef and Honours pald to hxs Memory

Egh Madnd September, 1820
THE consternatlon of Ferdinand and his: 'minis-
ters, on hearing: of the events at Corunna, and its
nelghbourhood ‘was.such as might well be expect—
‘ed on the part -of men who f'elt that -their - own .
«»cruelty and " oppression thad alone, caused the re-
‘volt; while, howevet, the serviles ‘of ‘every class
‘were trembhng with gullty fear, lest the ‘Hour of
fretnbuuon had really arived, a far different; sen-
‘satiofi was -created in other places, especially at
“Cadiz;’ Barcelona, Valenc1a and. Zaragoza,’ ‘where
"_every heart beat high with hopes ‘of speedy eman-
“cipation 3 ‘meetings‘ were  even' ‘held, -to conc,ert
nieans for obeying thé call of Porlier, and had the
-banner of freedom only waved a few days loriger-
~-in Galicia, his heroic example would - have been -
‘followed throughout the Peninsula; - [
From the facts already adduced relatlve to the
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sufferings of the people and persecution ofthe
patriots, I need scarcely add, that both were
‘most anxious to throw off the yoke; but, on the
present oécasiofn; as in former instances, theije

~'was, unhappily, a want of that understanding,

not onb with regard to their means, but as to the

- precise. period of Tising, which would ‘have. af-

forded the best cha,nce of success, by rendermg

‘the movement s1multaneous at different points.

"This capital er101, common ‘to the friends’ of L- -

, berty in all ages. and- countrles, has’ ‘been pecu-
liarly fatal to- Spain.. Another impressive. lesson”
«:was also taught by the failure of Porlier ; it fur- |
nished an additional proof, that isolated attempts
_in'favour of freedom generally tend to strengthen
‘the hands of despotlsm ‘No sooner, in fact, had '
the ;panic passed : away, than the ,i‘eivgn of - terror, -
~suspended for a short -interval when  the first -
messenger arrived here, was tenewed with more _
'Vlolence than ‘ever, as, if Ferdinand and hlS ad-

visers were ashamed of being detected in govern- '_
ing with _]ustlce and ‘moderation’! It has been
truly observed,- in alluding to the insurrection,

. that had not the ng been totally 1nacces51ble to
- the dictates of reason," and his ministers the most
"1ncorr1g1ble_ of mankind, . they must have proﬁted
-by such ‘a warning. ' Instead of retracting their

~ steps or changmg the existing system, one of the

first measures resorted to, after the patriot: gene-

ral’s executlon, was the dismissal of the cele-

brated Ballesteros, a Minister of War, and his
ex1le to the Alhambra of Granada. El EmpeCl' '
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: nado, though hvmg in the greatest retirement
since his abrupt departure from this, a year be-
fore, was also sent to the castle of Monzon in
Arragon These acts- of ‘severity were  also fol- -
lowed up by others, inflicted on all those who
‘happened to excite the suspicion of the- court, or
had been previously  marked out for punlshment '
As 'to'the disgrace of Ostolaza, De Castro, Escoi-
qulz and their immediate dependents; it evidently
arose rather from a desire to get rid of them, than
any disapprobation of their conduct whilein power, -
since thosé who succéeded them were no less hate-
ful to the nation ; the truth is, a plaus1ble pretext 7
had been wanted to make these  persons feel, in
their turn, the almost certain effects of serving the .
cause of tyranny," and; in’ conformity to the well
known: maxim of:legitimacy, - the ' subject:many
were: ﬂattered with a change of rulers, ‘which, in
reah’cy, rendered their condition worse, by makmg
oppression somewhat more tolerable. . - B
‘Bésides the rigorous treatment of those suspect-
ed of being favourable to ‘the design of. Porher,
the generous proceedings of our countrymen resi-

dent,at Corunna exposed them to the paymenta ot
- of a forced loan, levied -in consequence of their .
aiding the ~escape of Porlier’s followers. Lest'-"' SEany

these precautlons, suggested: no less by pus11an1-.: _
‘mity than revenge, should be’ insufficient. to awe
the people, fresh™instructions, addressed to the
Captams-General and m111tary commissions, en-
- Joined still greater severity and V1glldnce in pur-
, sumg the secret socxetles.
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“ The feehng of 1nd1gnat10n exc1ted by the fate .
of Porlier was so strong, that the  garrisons of

=R Cadiz and Oviedo manifested a- determination to
" “avenge his death, and they ‘would have most pro-

bably realized ‘the threat, were it not that the
same machinations which frustrated the hopes of
the patriots at Corunna operated with equal effect
in other: places. +Abisbal, who commanded at

'+ ‘Cadiz; issuéd a pompous order of the day, in which
" he'reminded the soldiers of their. allegiance, eulo-
: giZed'Ferairiand >and ended by menac’ing“those
- Who ‘transgressed ° the Ordlnances, Wlth all the

ngours of thelaw. .#i it o4 ¢ wibianad &y 00

- The faﬂure in Gahcm Was 1o . Where more

‘ deeply regretted than'atGranada ; here, the. pa-

triots took immediate! steps to- prevent the recur-

~‘tence of a similar disaster; a new insurrection
iwas mgamzed upon.:principles whlch were:: much .
‘more hkely to insure a prosperous issue. , Count
/ Montgo,* the Captam general, to . whose: zeal and
patriotism the secret associations: were chiefly due,,

directed ' the intended ‘rising, ; which was to. take

i

i

/ : * The eﬁ'orts of Count Montgo in orgamzmg the secret'

sowetles, and propagatmg ‘the “above’ plan suiﬁclently atone f01‘

‘the mistaken views entertained by him on the- King’s retum “Al

though he was then amongst the nunber of those who, in. appear- .

‘ance - at least, warmly espoused the ‘irterests ‘of the faction, bis
-subsequent’ conduct - requires that a veil should be drawn_over

opmlon's' which accordmg to some, were assumed for the purpose Tk
of getting into power, and, be thus placed. in a 51tuat10n to pro'
mote the cause of freedom. ' = B GLUE NG
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~of the Pemnsula. Th1s plan, from whlch the most
ausp101ous consequences ‘were: ant1c1pated .was
nearly matured, when the never—faﬂmg enemies of -
freedom,. headed by the ; Archbishop, - d1scovered
the whole scheme, and denounced its authors to
~ government.- An extensive seizure of papets, and
numerous ‘arrests followed this new triumph of
the clerovy ‘additional measures of coercxon were
adopted with' regard -to :secret soc1et1es, and the
aid of the holy office being required, the Grand -
Inquisitor readily acqu1esced in the : wishes of the-
Court, so that. this dreadful tribunal. henceforth
,became, exclus1vely, an engme of pohtwal per-
secution, | : i

: While such, strenuous eﬁbrts were: makmg to
, keep own the spirit’ of revolt in| the- provinces, a

conspuacy of less magmtude than that‘of Corunna,
~ but which might - ‘have led to- important results,
- was detected under the’ very eyes of the: ,Court.-
Its leader, . Don Vicente, Richart, 2 lawyer and
.hterary character, who had served in.a Guerilla
corps, succeeded in collecting several 1nd1v1duals
and was making proselytes: amongst ‘the soldlery
Besides many persons of inferior note,- the names
‘of two general ofﬁcers, O Don03u* and Renovalles,

! There is httle doubt but that both O’DonOJu and Renovalles
_Were remotely concerned in Rlchart’s aﬁ'an' but the proofs of their
Participation 1 were too vague to admit of & sentence agamst either.

,The former from havmu' great interest at court, suffered no: il -

: 'efl'ects from the change. 'As to Renovalles, after several frmtless

-atlempts to promote a- nsmg in favour of the- constltutlon, he

‘escaped to London,, where his servwes were oﬁ‘ered to the
. Venezuelan Government ‘ l e :

w
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“appear to have been connected with the plot,. of

which the prec1se object ‘was.not clearly ascer-
tained ; some saying that it 'had the assassination
of Ferdinand in view ; while others, particularly

- Richart himself, maintained that he merely in-

tended to watch a favourable opportunity, when

~ the King left the palace to' surround his carriage,

and prevail on him to restore the. constitution.

‘Funds to an inconsiderable amount had been fur-
’mshed and ‘some. prog gress made towards carry-

ing the design into effect,, whén one of the

party, supposed to have been bribed by the minis-
~ters, betrayed his- “companions on condition - of
~ being pardoned. The talents and resolution dis-

played by Richart before the Judges on]y served

~ to aggravate his"alleged ‘crime. - Indifferent to

the fate which awaited'hifh, the chlef care of the
accused was to make his example act as a stimu-

‘lus to others. Richart defended his conduct on , |

the broad pr1nc1ple of public: utility , which, ac-
cording to his arguments, rendered it a sacred
duty on the part of all those forming the social -
body, to aid ‘in rescuing their fellow men . from
slavery ‘and, as the system of tyranny, established

~ after Ferdinand’s return, had ‘bécome intolerable,

he considered ~himself  bound- by every tie, moral ,

and religious, to assist in effecting the regenera-
tion of Spain. . The necessity of ‘performing this
‘duty was the more deeply 1mpressed on his mind,

since he felt assured that it mlght be accompllshed

without having recourse to any greater act of vio-

lence that the one proposed The prlsoner alluded
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to his past services, his patriotic publications and -
private hfe, to prove that neither motives of inte- o
rest nor ambition had influenced his  determina.
tion: when led to the scaffold, the demeanour of -
Richart was such as became a votary of - freedom 3
firm and resigned, he died bravely, and instead of
indulging in the voice of complamt his last words -
* aresaid to have been a fervent e3aculat1on for the
deliverance of his coimtry. Though it isnotvery
__probable that the contemporaries of Richart will
decide how far the infliction of death is justified
in cases wherein the sufferers are driven to rebel-
lion by tlie excesses of government ‘the time must
comey when this impertant question will be argued
more dispassionately than it can amidst the j Jarring
interests and despotic. doctrines' which ‘now pre-
vail 3 but; even in the present day, it is difficult
to withhold our sym_pathy and applause from those,
who, like the subject of these cursory remarks,
seem to consider life itself a “worthless gift, when '
putin competition with public liberty. ‘Only one
of the conspirators suffered with their leader, the
rest, about twelve in number, were sentenced to
'ﬁne, exile and imprisonment.
- Had it not been for that fatality which’ seemed
to attend every new attempt of the. patnots to
regain their freedom, it would be impossible to.
~‘Name one amongst them, who, from ‘his talents (
or popularity, had a better chance of. success,
than Don Luis Lacy.  This celebrated chief, to.
. whose gallantry and military skill Catalonia was -
/ md(?bted for its liberation from the French army

]
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< in, 1812 had excited the Jealousy of' the se1v1le
factlon on * Ferdinand’s return, and - was even
doomed to - a'species: ‘of exile* in" the very pro-
vince which had witnessed his most ‘brilliant ‘tri-
umphs. ‘Having, in; _the- spring of - 1817, ‘visited
"Caldetes, a village-on’ the'sea coast near ‘Barce-
lona, for the purpose of' drmkmO’ its. mineral
‘waters, Lacy there met some old friends ‘and kin:
b v “dred mlnds, Wlth whom it was natural to deplore
P the Wretched fate of the1r common country, ‘and
" not less so to confer on 'those means by ‘which 1ts
hbertles might be restored. - SLAE i
Although the restlt of former eﬂ'orts in favour
of' freedom were sufficient to déter ordinary men
sﬂ S from exposing - "themselves  to- the fate  of - Por-
4 11er and Richart; it |seemed only to stimulate the
patnots of Spain. In the present case, . number
& i cucumstances concurred:to render it probable
g T that a Well-combmed plan ‘would be - attended A
o w1th success.. Lacy had long been regarded as -
'~ one of the best officers in thé Peninsula ; he’had
‘won. the: affections” of the'" army, ‘and was, above
all the staunch and’ enllghtened advocate Of ,

§ 5 & - ",/1 ‘\.,

-

* W'henever the pohtrcal opmron of any “officer’ did‘ not ac- -
cord with those” of the ‘court, or’ his popularity ‘prévented an
open persecutlon, it was usual for the’ Mmlster at War to awgn ‘
a fortress for his resrdence arid here he remained under the in-
spectlon of the govemor until the susprclons which led to his exile’

” ‘were removed. La.cy was ordered to Cataloma, on’ his removal'
. fromn the Captam-Genera]shlp of Gahcla, ‘and contintied {o reside
there with little intermission; till thé permd of his visit fo Caldetes
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liberty. = General Milaris; Lacy’s;cotnpanion dur- .\

ing several campaigns, together with his. brother-

Don Rafael, a retired colonel of cavalry, were,

»hlS entire dlsposal Wh11e ‘Don: Jose Quer,. Lleu-

tioned at Arens del. Mar, a small seaport’ in the:

army, it'was'not until he had communlcated .w1th

pointed ; for whén on the point of being realized,

Protection . of Lacy, while Captam-general
fact, whlch alone had 1nduced Quer' to: employ

. <

amongst the friends he found at Caldetes : both'. i
these meritorious characters ‘placed themselves at.

tenant-Colonel of . the TarraO'ona reglment sta- »d

vicinity, undertook to ensure the co-operation of
that corps.. Though the contmued enormities of, -
government were such as. to justify a be11ef on' »
the part of Lacy and his coadjutors, . that even a. .
~partial movement would be: followed by the whole:

the different garnsons, and recelved positive . as-
surances of support from all those 1n Catalonla, '
that he consented once more to raise the standard, -
of' mdependence.«, Matters - being - thus’ arranged o
‘the 5thof ~April was named for carrymg the pro- 1
- Ject into executlon 5 cons1der1ng the state, of ‘pub-;
lic opinion, and the abilities of those engaged in fg
the enterpnse, sanguine hopes were indulged that -
fortune’ would' be ‘more propitious than, hereto-
fore: these hopes;, - however, were cruelly dlsap-

' two_ Subalterns, named Appentel and - Nandm, ek
formed the. design of betraylng the patr1ots s th1s' "
act ‘was rendered the .more atrocious, from: the
traitors. havmg been. 1ndebted to the- bounty and E
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them as his chlef' avents in gaining over. the regi-
ment. ‘When mformed of the meditated rising; -
the first step of Lassala, the: colonel, was to

“hastenl to the officers’ quarters, and ask them

whether they were. prepared to shed their blood -

~ in defence of the King?  On belng answered in
. the affirmative, the battalion was 1mmed1ately
" assembled on' the - Parade, - where, = the. servile
- chief contrived by flattery and promises . to dis-

suade the men from following  two companles,

‘which had already marched under Quer. and his
 friend, Don Antonio .Oliver, to join the leaders
- at Caldetes. * As it was too late to bring these
" back, ‘the utmost Lassala’ could ‘do, was to de-

spatch emissaries after them to induce their return

* by the assurance of 'a liberal reward, and, such
\iother offers as were most likely to detach. them
" from  Lacy.  The reniamder of the corps ‘was -
then conducted to an ‘adjacent  height, there to

awalt events, -and be removed from ‘the probable
consequences of having their loyalty shaken by
the inhabitants, ‘who appeared extremely anxmus

'to second the views of Lacy and his friends. -

- On reaching Caldetes, the two. compames were.

erarmly greeted, and after a short harangue from

the General, . who received them' in full- umform,

~ the whole party repaired ‘to the - country house of

Don: Rafael Mllans, close to @he village; where

 they remained in' a state. of great perplex1ty till -
- day-light, when they. were joined by: some ‘officers
from Barcelona and Mataro, who fully conﬁrm?&
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their fears that the plan had been': discovered. =
Theré being no time to lose, they held a consul-'

tation, in Whlch it was. determined not ‘to: relin-

quish the entelprlze while a single. soldler Te-. -
mained : as the men seemed disposed. to act, it’
was decided that they should. proceed towardS'
‘Mataro, and- if not seconded by the garrlsons or
peasantry on: their march, they could at- least\‘ 2

gam the ﬁontlels and’ pass into France.

Creditable: as the -above resolutmn was to the -
patrlots, ‘the commencement Was too dishearten-
ing to afford any hopes of success: they had :

accordmgly been only & few hours on the road,

before the agents employed by Lassala prevalled /
on the soldiers suddenly to  turn round, and take ,
‘the ‘direction of: Arens del Mar, leaving Lacy

and his companions to their fate. It ‘was in vain
that Milans' and the other officers expostulated

with them on this unexpected . deféction ;. their =
fears had beer so. worked upon by Cueéro, the ptin-

01pal em1ssary, that neither entreaties nor, remon-

- strances had any effect: it therefore only remained
" for the leaders to provide for their own safety in

the best manner they could. "

A general had been sent in the mea.nt1me from 2,
Barcelona by Castanos, to co- operate with Lassala
in quelhng the 1nsurrect10n, although the former .
is said to have given secret du'ectlons, that no.ob-
stacle should be opposed to the escape: of Lacy 5

this did not prevent measures from being taken to
arrest both the patriot general and his' followers:
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Various par’ues were detached in pursmt of the
fugitives; who' proceeded by different roads’; -some’
" directing their 'steps towards the French- front1er,g
while: ‘others ‘endeavoured: to reach ‘the - coast.
Quer and Oliver owed their escape to the forbear-
~ ance “of ‘an officer named ‘ Cabrera, who, in the
g true. spirit of patriotism and humanity, kept aloof
till assured ‘of their safety ; when he entered the
house in which they had slept the preceding night, -
- and seizing their swords and -uniforms, sent thesef '
-to Lassala as proofs of his " vigilance. = The :latter
having gone in pe1son to 'secure Mllans, ‘could
“find only his wife and daughter, who were: de-, -
:spatehed underan escort, as hostages to Barcelona,' )
while the General himself, accompamed by twoin- -
* fant sons, ‘whom he was ' determined not ‘to’leave °
behmd after ‘a series. of adventures, which. would:
~ form'no bad eplsode to a’romance- or melo-drama: '
reached the small’ fishing* town'of - Badalona and
: embarked for ‘Gibraltar,  whence" he'sailed ', to,
Buenos Ayres, there to serve the' cause of South-
American- independence,’ ‘until happler circum- .
stances ‘should enable h1m to " re-visit’ h1s natlve
country* iy paid) ; : Ig.”

o Altheugh Mllans was thus unable to share the glory Of ,
personally aldmg the heroes of San Fernando, he had the 00“ :
solation of being emmently useful to the cause of "freedom m the
New World, and was recelved with acclamatlon on his return tO
Barcelona, a few weeks. ago, when ‘the event was® celebrated’ by
rejoicings’ and addresses of - congratulation -from: ‘the’ mqmclpaht)' !
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