
217, - LIBERkTION OF STATE PRISONERSe 
J < 

with which this short address was deliiered pro- 
duced a talismagic effect on al1 present, and7though - ' 

interdicted from giving -way to their feeliñgs in 
vivas, nothing could exceed, the eagerness ;shewn 

- by eacli to follow theii adopted chief ; ' who, . im- 
rnediately issued orderg 'for the regiment : tÓ be 
divide& ,into small detabhments, .'directing $ few . ' - 

rounds of * .  ball kart6dges should' be distributed 
-. . ". II . 

* .  

amongst them. : ' . > 
I .  - - 

While thé officers were . occupied. in drawing up 
their respective parties, 'P~rl ier  selected some of 
the most steady, to secure the person of. the Cap- < .  

. - @6G&fieral; his., ~ e c r e t a r ~  ,- tlié merqbérs bf the 
military commission, and a'-few others, known to 

, - *  

be inimical to freedom.* This was iffected with- 
out opposition, early on the morning 05 the lgth, 
while thé- 'p~isoners ' kere - on their way to San 
Anton and Feiral:;' al1 those accused of ~olitical t 

offences wire bet at liberty. ~ p t e r  theseFprelimi- 
nary me&s~res y e r e  coinpleted, .a proclamatio* , 

r 

, was rdad to :thé troops, ;tnd,posted up in tlie town.- 
It congrkt~lated the soldiery upon having . formed 
the heroic resólutión of breaki& chains, more gallo . 

ing than any which. had been forged for benturies. 

h 

, 

- * Porlier directod , that the aathorities should be treated wit l~ 
the utmoit respeci': a i d  that every possible atteition migst be - ' 

Paid to thair wants while in confioement, His solicitude on this 
'~oint was fiepuently exprossed 'in letters to the cifficer charged 
with their safe custody. . 



' 218 AN ELABÓRATE MANIFESTO, : * 
/ 

- ~ h e i e  was no necessity 'foi. telling thern what .had 
. been the policy pursued since the restoration of 

' 

* Ferdinand VIL to a throne wl~ich had Cos~ so 
- ,  

many Sives and such endless sacrifices.-Whkt had 
' been- their recompense ? Poverty, contempt and 
privations without number .: to which might be 
added, a total disregard of the laws, persecution, 
imposts, ' forced loans, and. +feudal 0ppression.- 
Finally, the ruin of agriculture and annihilition of 
eomm&rce-! This concise and faithful exposition 
ended by stating, . ihat the other provinces would 
not fail' to follow the exmple of Galicia, whsre a 

-2 -- " 

, ,-,A- - mipreme Junta of government lwas to be formed 

, until the meeting of 'Cortes, to which the nation 
. . 

Ióoked, :for its regeneiation. 
I 

The above address was sncceeded by an elabo- 
--  - - -  

-- - late manifesto, remarkable, for- its perspicuity and 
eloqience. I n  this paper, evidently drawn up by 
the hand-of a master,* the proceedings of the ser- 

' .tile ,faction, and general. state of %he nation, were 
detailed'in language, at once piithetic and argu- 
mentative. The views of tlie patriots being set 
forth, a retrospect is tiken of ivhat the .Cortes had 

. -  done, and of the ~tal, greater improvernents anti- 

* Porlier is said to' have been assistbd' in prepadg these 
ht?irGed and 'well written donirnents, by an auditor 'of -rnilitW 
account named Santdoj a disciple of ~ovellanos, who had bee* 

S persecuted snd thrown i*to prison at Corunna,. aRer the retum of 
. ' , ,  

Ferdinand. , . . - .  
\ 



~, 
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EXPOSITION OF THE VICES OF THE FOVERNMENT. 919 

dpated from the king9s riturn.. These are con-. , 

trasted with the systemof tyranny which- succeed- 
ed, and the persons who wrrounded Ferdinarid 
described in their true colours. The acquiescence 
of the monarbh is' attribúted to the habitual in- 
fluence exercised over hirn from infancy. , , It was 
owing to his listening to the counsellors of' former 
days that the Cortes were destroyed ; heme the re- 
newal of public. abuses, persecution of the patriots, - 

disorder of the finances, and consequent mi ser^ of , 

the afmy. , Hence too;. the . venality . of . govern- 
ment, as shewn in the sale \of places, bsibery and 
coí.rUPtion of its mernbers,' also ' the degradation . 

' of Spain, which instead, of being respected, ,was - 
despised and contemned by all Europe. ' Yet, had - ' 

these evils been produced . by men, - who but 
, 

- -  - - s i ~ * y e a ~ $  e béfofe deserted . their master and be- 
trayed their country ! The arrest, .trials and con- 
demnation of the members of cortes, are charac- ' 
terised as proofs of unexampled cruelti * and - in- . 

justice, a+proper tribute is then paid. to the purity - 
of their intentions and irreproachable conduct , as 
legislators. After alluding to the numerous bene- 
fits they had confirred on .Spairi, e&n during a - . I 

Period of war, . an affecting contrast is d r w n  . be- 
tween ihe late knd present. &ate of the kiigdom. 
N~tkths tandi f i~  a year of peace, says this impor- 

' 

tant aocyrnent, our finances i r é  more embarrassed . 

than ever, . and the public credit extinct ; while 
. the brave defenders of their c-ntry 'are left - - 

l 

naked, barefooted , ind iiqaid. . As to * .  the la- 



bourer, ile is loaded with his f&& imposts ; the 
1 

l . , irtisan impeded by neb  obstacles, and cornrhercial 
Gen paralyied. Our colonies more irritated than 
before, their deputies seized, and promises made 
to them broken. On-one side prisons, and on the 

1 other vengeance. The manifesto closes with an ap- 
. pea1 to the nations of Europe, ivhosk governmefits 

had not only recognized the legitimacy bf the Re- 
genqyand Cortes duriig thewar, but enteredinto so- . 

. l eqn  treaties with the Yormer, and otherwise court- 
ed khe alliance of Spain. -England, Russia, Sweden 
and ~ rus s i á  are more particulirlY mentioned. Alex- 

_- - - ~ d e r  is calledmagnanimous, and England, rich and 
C .  

, ,  . happy by its constitution, is represented as'having 
witnessed with horror the destruction óf thk Cortes 
and yiolence used towards its members. . Undo 

- - 
' -*rdiffefient circumstances 'this appeal to the people , 

o£ ~ n ~ l a n d  would not hate bken made in 'va,& : as ' 

i t  was, every generous inind glowed with sympa- 
thjr, and prayers wére offered up for the succesb 
of Porlier ; and but for the iniqGitous intrigues 
which impeded his progress so soon, the" circula- 
tion . of a paper like the foregoing' could not fail 
to have.produced a powerful effect ,on the whole 

. , - .  
nation. e ' 

After collecting al1 the troops in the 
square, and proclaiming . the- constitution of 18 1% 

l 
3 

I 
S the whole, headed by the- ~ e n e r a l ,  and jjreceded . , 

by bands ' of music, playing 'patriotic ,. hymns, 
marched Yound Corunna, amidst crieb of VA el , 

Rey Por Ea Co~zstitucion ! and the liveliest demoll- 
> 



< ,  

SUCCESS OF PORLIER: aail 
i .  

strations of joy on the part of the inhabitants, who 
1 

fully par1 icipated in .the feelings of . the soldiery . 
The evening of the 19th ' closed with serenades, - 

1 
- I 

. . . -  ' and a brilliant illumination. - . . i .  1 - 1 

While the garrison of Ferral, about fifteen hunl 
dred in number, were on . their march towards 
Corunna, and another A detachment had set out. I 

from Vigo to fjoin the- patriot standard, Porlier . S  1 
- I 

continued .with unceising activity;to prepare for , - I 

ulterior operations. Letters were addressed to thé I 

Municipality and ieligious communities, . stating . . I 
what had . occurred, explaining % the motives for ' , \ , 

his conduct, and inviting them to  concur i i  his 
- 1  

1 
6ews fbr the good of their common country. 

' 

i 
The replies were such as might be expected from - - 

persons 'whose existenc'e -depended on the conti- 
. - . S -  nuance of tyránny and oppression : 'they 'excused 1 

1 

themselves on pleas which are never wanting to t 

men, threatened with the'.loss of tlieir ~ensions pr , 1 
places. But as the General kiew the  clisposition . , ' - ( 

of thé parties, he felt the Iiss disippointment at 1 

their refusal, nor did it affect him in the . least : . .4 

0" the contrari, eveiy additional impediment only : 
i 

served to iricrease the confidence of Porlier, W ~ O  

continued to display a presente of mind, know- \ 

ledge and activity, fully equal to the arduous task 
he had undertaken. . . 

The remainder of the General's arrangiments . 

for securing the constitutional system, by restoring 
the munici<ality.and ather kthorities displaced in,; 
1814,. being cornpleted, a deiachment of eight ' 



> 

29% OPPOSEL) BY THE MONKS AND CLERGY. - 

hundred men were ielected to rnarch tokards 
Santiago, where the . troops . only awaited the ;ip-) 
pearance of Porlier to declare themselvés.* The 
command o f  this column was &en to Colonel 
Arechabala, who set , o u t  from Corunna on the 

' night of the 2lst, with orders to hált at the srnall 
village of Carral, a distance of six leagues, and 
which he reached early on the - following - day. 

' Porlier arrived soon after, and when the trobps had 
been sufficiently refreshed, he led them on to 
Ordenes, another village within two leagues of 
Santiago,- to which place an officer had been de- 
spatclied with copies of the proclamation anil mani- 
festo, also a letter addressed tó Ortega, colonel of 
the provincial grenadiers forming the~ garrison. 
No answer being received, -it was decided that the 
column should sleep at Ordene$ and continue its 
march the next morning.' 

In  order to accomt for the silence and inactivity 
of Ortega, it should be observed, that frorn the 
first moment of the rising, , %he monks and clergy 
at Santiago Ieft neither prayers, entreaties nor 
bribery untried to dissuade the officers and men 
of the grenadier battalbn from espousing the sa* 
crilegious cause of the rebels. Where the threat - 

of excommunication a n d  an a-urance. of eterna1 

e It was concerted that in the event , of the troops at Santiago 
boing seit against tbe patriotic column, théy to join the 
ranks of the latter, immediately. on coming up with them. 



1 - 
INTRIGUES. OF CHACON. 223 : 

torments in the world to coine had not thesdesired. 
effect, gdd, 'a still , more potent stimulus, was libe- 
rally applied ; and funds which had been accu-mu- 
lated since the king's return, or only appropriated ' - 
to the wants and luxuries of the priesthood; were 
now advanced for paying the troops ; wi@ so maiíy 
weapons of intimidation and corruption, it cannot 

- 

be matter of surprize that the patriotic intentions 
of the soldiery were turned aside. .mile Pesce,. , 

the governor, also an - alien, was occupied in cut-. 
ting ditches at the entrance of the city; and adopt; 
ing other means. of defence, consecrated emissaries 

8 ,  1 weresent to tamper: with the troops at 0rdenes. 
In addition to  the means so successfully employ- ' 

, ed at Santiago by - these persons, they-persuaded 
. the-non-commissioned-officers and part of the men 

e 

- -  - that Porlier really contemplated an attack on their 
- feuow soldiers of the grenadie.r battalion. They 

could not have touched on a more vulnerable 
point ; and there being no means of coatradict- 
ing thi; absurd ,calumn$ it spread with rapidity 
through the whole column, and thus led to their 
betraying the cause of freedom. The serjeants 
haPing assembled secretly about eight o'clock, one 
of them, named Chacon, expatiated on the  enor-. 

, of drawing their swords against countrymen l 

and friends ; 'dwelling with particular emphasis on 
th ehorrors of civil war, and those other phan- 

- 

t-oms with wliich the pnests had filled his 'imagi- ' 

"ation, he concluded by' declaring that the only 
w a ~  to avoid the threatened dangers, was to arrest . 



that the proposal of ~hacorí,'rnonstrous as it  was, 
met with little opposition, and- after some farther 
deliberation, kie was from his senio* appointed to - .  
direct the meditated treason. A watch word being 
fixed on, it was decided that a ' cordon of sentinels 

cape. Matters were thus arranged by half ~ past 
ten, wlien the seijeants sallied forth headed by' 

. -  ' - ChaCon, and' rushing intÓ the inn whére' Porlier ' 

'and his companions were still at table, called upon , 

them to - surrender in -the -King's name. , As' -the - 

cry of Viva el Rey, y a Zm &mes! wás heard Óut- . , 

gave severa1 of the ,officers time to-seize their swords . 

I j and p u t  thernselves jn an attitude of defence ; 6 
. 

1' $ 1  

1 violent struggle eí~sued, during which a few pisto1 
j 

>i shots were exchanged, when the general perceiving 
' 1  . 
:I that  non; of the soldiers appeared, it oicurred to 
1' , 
i' him that they were ' not privy to t h i  design, '- he 
1, 

I i 
therefore'leapea from i window ,cál¡ik upon those 

I around to follow ; but sentries had also been 

j . -  
' ppnted close to the house, so that either to ' rally 

, 

i the mend or escape becam'e impossible. ' - There 
1 being no alternative, the patriot &i&f and his 
'i 
1 .  pinioris @elded. io - their fate : m&t of the ser- ' 
1 - geants having formed a guard' tó -the pri- 
1 
1 soners during tlie night, they were handcuffed and 
1,  
i 
I 

i L .  

1 

1 
I 



,! .-PORLIER BETRAYED. 

Santiago oh the fdlowing day: 
The astonishment of ,Porlier and bis officers : at  ' 

' 

this , inexplicable and untoward . event, \ '  ' cbdd 
only, be exceeded by .the joy it cpated aikior@st 

- 

the priesthood of al1 classes, and colours, a t  San- , 

tiago,* where the first eliullitións of joy -andrseE 
congratulatión were folollowed by* a solemn . thanks- . 

giving, aríd chau&ing Te Deum in full choir,. after- 
which cGremony a 'serinon was : preached on the 

' inevitable damnation attendant on rebellion ! . ;- 
News like the. above %as not long in reáchiñg 

thousand souls.> The tutelar ssint, better known in England by 
the name bf St. James of Compostela, h& the reputation of gain-, 
ing the battle of Clairgo, against the Moors, in  the eighth Eentury : 
he is also said to have o~casionalIy appesred io the ?skies afta 



. , 
226 . CAUSES OF PORLIER'S FAILURE. 

\ 

- .town, 'were insufficient ta  make a stand; if ever so 
well disposed. Previous, however, to the authori* 
ties being reinstated, Don Antonio Peon, a Cafitain 
of Infantry, forming p2rt of the detachment, deter- 
mined not to expose himself uiinecessarily to .e 

. . coiisequences- of an arrest, prevailed on a consi- 

derable number t o  join him; . and seizing ' a stand- 
ard, the whole -party rnarche'd out of ~orÚnna to 
the sound of 'dnims, just as the Captain-genera1 
and other functionaries were liberated fioní San 
An ton,. . ~. , 

,'Such was the termination -of aw enterprise, to - 
, V I  - .o . which its , authors were. driven b y  motives. the 

A*' 

. mostTirresistib1e. It deserved a bett'er fati  ;*and if 
, successful, would haves saved <years of anguish, - 

slavery and suffering to h- generous people. Had 
-- - -  not Porlier partaken so much in the \sanguin'e tem- 

perament of his'countrymen, and confided less in 
the promises of support from persons slirrounded 
by men bred in al1 the arts of hypocrisy and decep- 

* tion,hewouldnot'Iiave advanceditowardsSan- 
tiago; ,bu t rnaintained his Position at ~orunna ,  thus 
affording sufficient time for ' the other provin&s 
io ase, of  which no 'doubt could be entertiined . . 

' 

had the patriots been , assured of ,. success , in 
Galicia, , I 

r 

i L 
i i d  4 * 

v . ,  

Tlie 'failure of Porlier is nót 'alnongst the : least 
instructive-lessons to he gleaned I from . ,  history. 
of a *  thb last S& yeáss ; nor ,was it thrown &ay 

. 1 
< , c .  

, &uiroga' and hisf heróic companions,+ , :Ta~~gh t  ,,, W~S: . 
\ dom by experience, they secuied impenetrable 

. , /  

l \ 



. 
, - - \ 

\ 

PORLIER'S SENTENCE. 

, escort on the 95th, and shut upJ in the common 
receptácle for malefactors, no ,time was lost in 
commencing the tiial of the patriot oñicers. .-, Al- 
though e+eryvrule of justice required that a, special 
comniisiion shodd be niirned on this .ockasion, the, 
persons who had béen employed for 'the. prosecu- , 

tion of the liberales -received ordefs from .St. Mara, 
to prepark the act of accusatiqn, - An order to the 

, same effect . ieached .Corunnaq two days : after from , 
the -court. . This directed that Porlier, and'those hf 

-the ' time prescrib.ed by-partial law. AsJ to the . 
- - . -. subalterni-andothers, their trial was also' to pro- 

cee4. but the . sentences were not..to ';be {'carried . 

into effect, unti1 the: roya1 Ipleasure was knbwn.. . 7 

. With the exception of - 'his proclaaation, : rnani: . 
festo, and some letter? intended f o ~  various public, 

. , . * ., - 3 

5 
8 * 
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928 ' = PORLT~R'S  TnraLt 

- Agreeable.to tlie gothic mode of legal procedure. 
. - -in Spain, Hiremon, the Fiscal, prepared severa1 

interrogatories; which he read to the.. General.. in 
prison. The fire. of theke, after recapitulating 

t the treasonable acts + 'of the prisoner, i i  raising the - 
garrison of Corunna, +and - placing the authorities,. 
un'der arrests, accused him inarching to : San- 
tiago,& the hiad of i n  armed force, with inten- 
tion to :attack the trobps stationed there.. The 
conclusion-.of this interrogatory is no bad illustra- 

- tion of , ivhat an attorney-general of .those, . days . 

eould si;li to prove his .loyalty. . .  1t stites, th'at, if 
, , - -the eulprit-still-ietaixis a particle of gratitude for 

the jest Of kings, Ferdinand VII., 'he will .instan tlyd 
disklose bis-plans and name his a&omfilices, So as 
thát the innocent nation may escape the periloiis 

%. 

- - - - - - . consequences qisihg from. his silence !" : . . . .:. . . 
To  the above, Porlier: replied, that so far fiom 

, having konspired against the Kibg, eireri po~sible, , 
respecttwas shewn for his sacred person; not : only . 

& , S -  I I ,. .r 
" % .  

3 * 
. l  ^ ' 

I 

< I  , A  I 
- 1 ,  )> e *  ' , A '. 

. <  " ~i dearest wife y'ou are J trust ah&ly ;t. Corunna ; n~ 
{sght to be absent frbm it for an instant. ' 1 havirgot thus: 

' far, and shall to-ho&ow pesent rnyself before santia;;, where' 
1 hope something. will be done; although there is m t  complete' 
security, what 1 chiefly observe is the excellent diqposition of the, 

~easant* b , .  1 understand . ., they are cutting ditches, *d. ~, tskin<ing 
other , . ,  steps to prevent our entrance into Sintia-;, ?e &al1 soo? 

( A .  ' 7  " 

see . the . result . -  of , &ese . matters. A But do not hé abprehensi~~ . of l .  

danger,, as 1 shall p n  no risk &&out great ~~o~abi l i iy ;of  success-, 
, , . \ A .  * 

Adieii rny beloved ; Gite <often, as 1 arn most a~lxious tq , . 
bow you' are.:' . ,, . u t.-., . . s .  ;. J . ,  2 .  . >  < - - t  . , i d  - 

i 

-. * /  _ 

. - 



in addressing the; soldiery, and when mferring- .to 
$ y -  

himL in the. proclamation, but by proclaiming , líis 

, name throughout Corunna ori the morning o f  the 
19th. - With respect tii. the 'conspiracy,~ he had , 

taken no part iq it, since an offic'er hnd guard were, 
placed ave: him to *watcli his conduct. Entreated -' 
to assume the comrnand, on réaching Corunna he 

, found the garrison in a state of complete insurrec, ' - 

tion, so that .al1 he did in sudi a crisis, was-to pre- 
vent disorder and t'he effusion of blopd ; for whicli 
purpose, he eautioned the tro6pi to , maintaiii 

' 

fidelity to tli6 King, and observe the .inost evact 
discip1ixie.- AS to the arsests, if not sanctioned by 
him, théy would - have been effected ' by . the 
soldiers tu~ultuously: When arrested, the Fiscal 
'was reminded of the respect shown to the- autlior. 

. -, -- ities arid hiim&ity.of tl~eir treatrnent. . The asser- 
tion of. his . intention t o  . attaek the garrison at - - 

Santiago is'positively deriied ; in proof -of which, 
no'order wliatever to that effect hád been given : 
on the. contrary;. every hostile.. appearance, :was. ' 

. avbided, even to there'L bei& no ammunition sup-, 
plied. Thete-. was , nothing, in fact, to e induce a, . , 

belief. . that - such a measure ever entered-; : his / 

thbughti.- Wit1, rkghrd to those whb were priyy.-to, - 
.. or'conce6ed iri, the risingi. he 'expresse@~ .a* hope , 

that his ~ a j e s t ~ # & b u l d  be pleased to aipaint -some 
~~rsoii'who;c6uld 'hear qhat  -he had to .sgy on the 

, s ~ b j  e& generaily. * : As,. thk tiuthoritieíl .by lvhom , 
bis trial- was instituted were also . in power .whep ' 
the 'eients ' in vestion occ~rsed,. they , C O U ~ ~  not 

. * 

, . 

I .,. * 
I 



PQRLIER'S T R I A ~ .  

' less resb'onsible than himself, if nitj-much moré so, 
from their having had thé: h a n a g e d n t  and com- 
mand of the &ilit+sy: - It would theiifore be 'im-, 
Possible for Government t o  'obtain a thorough 

' knowledge :of the business, if his request '-Gas re- 

I n  reply to a ,  subbeqiient interrogati&, the 
' general read an article from the military ordi- 
nan-'es, which bore partichlarly on his case ;-and 
kXpressli forbid a sehtence being passed by- $hoSe 

- conckried -in the charge advanced against <any 
individual, and &hose own conduct - was thireby - . 

the commission; +as desired to prbkeed. -Anóther 

3reátment and hardship of their ;Conditioft, they 
- ' found it impossibl& any 16iiger beir. "up . against 

it,. they had therefore resolved .on ekehting.  the - 



'~ORLIER'S TRUL. 

was adaiitted on the ggth, when the objections of 
the prisoner. were also formally set, aside,- and. a 
resolution + made to conclude the trial without 
farther delay. The general was, however, allowen 
to select another counsel; and the Fiscal- was s'ent 

though labouring under such ill health and ex- 
treme debility, he had been thrown into a dungeon 
hitherto-rkserved for assassins, and highway ~ o b -  
bers ; that hk hád been stripped half naked* and , 

loaded with above fiftirpounds weight of iroi~s, ,a ' . . 
proof the Fiscal and comrriission: had overlooked 

- - - - the fa&-of bis, hólding th, rahk . of &$eneral offi- 
cer. Were-it .not fos these illegal : aggravations, - 

Porlier 'qould have chosgn Miramon 'to * defend 
hirn," but as'. it? k a i ,  he. begged to nime & old 



There being iio prib?bility of - g!rantirig 'thk 
general's request relative to the appointment of . a 
person from the - court to hesr what he  wished to 
communicate, he  added the following particulars 
t6 his pre$ious declafations . on the @thJ S o  
afford a clearer idea o f  the insurrection and .its 
real authors, and at the sarne time justify my own 
. conduct'' it should be recollected that al1 the troops 

keceived~ $ay on the 19th; witliout any funds 
havirig beeb drawn from the roya1 treasury for 
that purpose :. hence it must follow, that Don 
Andres l$ojo,+ the person who issued it, knew by 

/-- whom this money was advanced ; and as these 

e - funds were provided before my'arrival at Corunna, 
the parties who supplied them were doubtless the 
original promters of th'e rising.-It is also notori- 

I - 7 - - . - - - -- T ous, that for some time before',this event, the offi- 
cers'of the garrison at Ferro1 openly refused to . 

' perform the duty there, in consequence of which 
a trial *had been instituted. ,This .ciqcurnstance , 
furnishes a strong presumptivs - proof ' tlíat they 
had an interest and were 'even cóncerned i n  .the 
general wish of restoring the constitution; + . ~ 

The last declaration of Porlier was.made on the 
< , 4 ' "  

. '  ,, 

* Although thsre is no doiibt but that a cojw,iderable part of 
the money thus provided, carne fmm the patriotic fund collected 
amongst the members of h e  seoret societins,  ojo$ , narne de- 
smes'to be mentioned in the proud list of Spanish citizens ~ h 0  ~ 

bbve sacriked t b j r  al1 in support of liberty. a - , ,  

I - 1 1 .  

8 

\ 



1st of October. Its chie'f' object was to reiterate 
his former requesf, that some one in the confidence ' 

1 - - 

of his Majesty might be naÍned to- heir, what: he 
had to diselose for the general good of his country. * 

But as the commission had not thought fit to con- - 
sult the' , King, he was now prepared to irnpart 
his final wishes tG Pesce, the * governor .of San- 1 

1 

tiago : this application b eing' equally unsuccessful,. 
a third was made with no better effect. The un- 
willingness. manifested by the júdges, a,t a time \ - .  
when Such rkquests are scarcely eier denied, was 1 

\ 
attributed to a consciousness 'that ~ o r l i e r  had it \ 

f ~ l l ~ - i ~ h i s  power' toA compromise the principal \ - S /  

a~thorit~ies, if 90t themselves, as alreidy intimated. \ " .  
One of the motives alleged by-the ófficers and j 
soldiers for throwing off the yoke, was the pecu- ; 

- - -- lation ahd plander of the funds destined by govern- 1 
l .  

ment for the support of the army. Those who " 

knew the generous .natur& of Porlier; ~ o u l d  not 
suspe-ct him of any ' dispositiond 'to- injure even hisq 
enemies, from some circumstances which t ~ a n -  
spired i few hburs before his death, the commu- 
nication h é  kanted 'to make only related t o  the ' 
perturbed &t&e ' of the' kingdom,: extent of the 
association in favour of freedom; and- consequent 
dan&r- 'to the  konar6hy, if timely reform ¿lid not 

, ^ *  ' emanate. from 'the proper source. . . -  , 

Although the sentence was drawn. out 'on the 
$ght' of the 30th, the co-mmission did not assemble 
t~ examine the cause and hear the- defence, before 



the 2nd of October. Tke latter .was extremely 
concise and altogether inadequate to' the impot. 

, tance of the cause,. or means of the counsel, 'who 
probably felt the inutility of .a more ' elaborate ap- 

' 

pea1 in favour of one whose destiny seemed to 
have been ' previously sealed. No attempt, was 
made to exculpate the pr isoner . ~ f t e r .  admitting 

, , thát the circumstance of Porlier'~ being seduced 
to commit the alleged &me did not evade the 
law, Miranda grounded his -praYer for rnercy on 

' tlie distinguished services of his client during the 
late war, and solicited that the sehtence might not 

_--- - - 
be put into execution before the pleasure of *bis 
Majesty was'known ; above al1 he insisted *$he 
necessity of allowing tlie general an - opportunity 

' of declaring those particulars which he coisidered 
- -  - -*as esgential $0 the interests of the nation. The de- 

fence being concluded, it o;ly reinained to cona 
$rm ' and pronoun'ce the judgment of the court. 
It- was accoraihgly r&d, . ,and merely sttited that 
the charges of treason and rebellión having been 
fd ly  proved, the prisoner was liable to, the pains 
and penalties awqded in such cases ; h e  was there* 
fore seitenced to be publicly degraded, afid suffer , 

death by hanging. , 
1 I  ' , . . . . i - - 4 * 

There being no appeal from this Sentence, it 
was carried into effect on the following day a t  half- . 

past eleven o'clock. The last a i d  only act of in- 
J dulgence , solicited by .the , unfortunate 
was a remission of that . part ,of the judgment 



which related to his being degraded; .so- - that the 
victim was suffered to ascend the scaffold in-plain : 
clathes, .- . <. ( * , S  - 

l .  

d s .  - 2 ' .  - , L , 

l 
The - firmness and dígnity shewn by Porlier, 

fiom the moment. of his arrest to the - hoúr of ex- 
L 

ecution, cannot be too much admired; particu-, , 

larly when we reflect on tl~e~exdessive.fatigue and - 
- 

anxiety attendant on his exertiorís betweeq the 
18th and %nd, not to mention the dissipated state , . - 
of his health previous to the rising. . His declara: 
tions were delivered with the utmost perspicuity 
and calmiiess. ' That his characteristic strength 
of-msid-did'not fail him even to the last, is proved - 

by a circumstance which tbok place, the day Before 
bis execution.. . When theTisca1 carne to that part 

. 
- 

ofthe 'sentenCe where the word traitor occurred, 
- ,  

- - - - the -countinance of Porlief. became suddenly flush- 
, ed, - and dartina, a look. of firé at 'Miramon, he ex- 

claimed $ < <  Tr&& :! disu usted, el rnaue l  seraidor 
. ? S  

- ,A 

d e  la! Patria 1, * & '  * , - a$ a ! - ,  . . . L A ;  a . $  \ . e  S . L , 

- ThÓugh*'-the Condé&ned ' hero + ha$ 'sufficient 
fortitúde to spare bis wife, ánd: himself, the agoiG + , . 

izing pang; of final separation,. he - wrote to her 
'frequently duríng the >trial, arid twice on the*  day ' 

before. his execution. These letters were such- as 
might be*expectéd from one who felt much more 
.regret on ~ c E o u ~ ~  of i woman; to whom* . he was 
tenderly attached, than. for his .' own ffate.*-iHe 

, 

" .' . <  t .  < < , , S 3 ,  ' . .  
-C 

t t :  * ,  > * > , y t * :  . . - . . 
+ .  

, , .  \ -  3 . .  . " 3 

< . I . l  ' - - 
, '  . .  9 - <  

- .  
e ' Traitor ! rathersay. tho most faithful servant of his coimntry ! 



I called upon her' to recollecf how often his life had 

1 . been already exposed in the service of his coun- 
i try, and that it was now about to be sacrificed in 
I 
1 
l the 'sarne cause. ' Alluding to the' mode of his 
1 

I death, he observed, that, however terrific to a 
guilty mind, it was glorious to him, since he suf- 

. . fered for the sake of Spain ! Conducted to the 
. chape1 in which it is customary for those con- 

demned for death to pass the' three days grace 
allomed, previous , to their execution, a t  seven 
o'clock on the evening of the gnd, ~orlier  
dictated his will to a notary,' wlio attended., for 

&--- 

this purpose, and gave dying injunctioiis with as 
-much composure, as if they had related to the . 

most ordinary - concerns of 4 fe .  ~ a v i n g  b a  - 

queathed whatever he had to leave to his wife, 
-- Donz Josefa Queipo de Llano, daughter of the 
house of Toreno, and named severa1 individuals to 
,whom he was desirous of, being, affectionately 
remembered,, he addressed the notary i n  tlie . fol- 
lowing words : " 1 also enjoin, that, when- circum- 

'. stances perrnit, m j  ash& may be removed from 
the spot they are , laid when 1.  am dead, to one - 
'more agreeable to 'my wife, and being deposited in - 

a plain cenotaph, she will cause the follbking in- 
scription to be engraved %on it, '  together . with my- 
age and .day of my death. c g  Witlii1~ are con- 
tained t?ie remains of JUAN DIAZ poBLIm, fomer& * 

a general in thz armies of  S'ain. He ~ 0 s  ~ l w a p  
successful ifi ~katerler he undertook against the es- . 

. . . I  ,<. 



terna1 enemie8 of bis country, annd died a victim to 
civil clisserkions : -men alhe t o  glory ! respect tlze - 

ashes of un unfoortunate patriot !" - ~ h i s  act per - 
formed, he signed with an untrembling han&, -and 
directed that the attested copy, and the key of the 
coffin containing ' his body, should be' presented 
to his- wife as soon afier the fatal hour as - her 
frame o£ mindwould bear suchan offering. . . . 
- The remainder of thenight +as passed in medi- 
tation and prayer : alilte a stranger to that bigotry 
and superstition, whlcli has &en at once the curse 
and' scímrge of Spain, the prayers of Porlier .. weFethose of a man who had conformed to the 
tenets of Cliristianity rather by acts of virtue and 
benevolente than exploded rites and idle ceremo- 

- 

nies ; endowed with 'the most estimable qualities 
- of the h a  añd heart, this martyr to liberty could 

look back ón his past life with '.complacency and 
towards the future- with confidence. LA friend of 
mine who resided at Corunna and saw the h e r ~  - 

suffer, describes the day'of his executior? as one of . 
general and heaítfelt sorrow.' '*There was .some- 
thing .p&culiarlJ; affecting in the last scene of 'this 
mouinful drama. Impatient to reach thef place of 

. execution, Porlier wallced. much quiclrer than is 11 
usual on such solemn occasions, anda was observed 1 
to kount the 's&ffolding erected under the gal- . i 1 y 
lows witli great alacrity ; when .the final prayer 

j ' 
ended, and just before the rope was affixed round 

' 
t t  

1'. 
bis neck, he drew a white handkbrchief from his t ; 

breast, snd holding it Up ,to his fa& as if t~ gbsorb l \  

\ t 
, 

1 [ i 
\ a 11 

1 I 



a last.tear, he consigned it to the, priest, with a 1 
request: that 'it might be given to his widow ! , : *.. . 

- A part'of $her troops who& he had bút a few 
days before led under the banner of fi-eedom, Fere. 
condemned*.to attend the executjon, and thus ex-. 

' 

pesienced the ' double mortification .of witnessing. 
the effects of 'their treason, .and an end to al1 pre- 
sent hope of liberty or improvanent. 

, - 
.Al1 t h e  former actioris of Porlier's life corres- 

ponded exactly .with the . lasf days of his earthly 
S career. : Though desceñded from-7 an ancient 

' family, of which a branch. had for a long period ' 
_ _ 

- 

settled in the ~ a n i r i ~ s , '  he was born iit Carthagena 
- -  

, i'n South- America, where his father held a high , 

public situation. . Brought úp under the áuspices , 

of his nncle, Antonio Por1ier;Marquis de Baxe4 
- m 7  " A - - * +  - m& -and Minister, .of Justice ,under -Charles IV., 

he served as a midshipman'in the battle of Trafali 
a TThen, however, the cry of indkipendencg 
spread through the Peninsula in 1808, , our herb 
'was amongsi the first to obey the calla& his ,coÚn- , , 

try ; and having ' j oined . a regiment' stationed at 
* 

b 

'~álencia ,  bis gallantry and 'enterpriiing spirit "were . 
first displafed in* the vicinity of that citjr :. an affair 
in which/.he 'defeated a body of the &my9s .troops, . 

I 

withT- a very inferior force, took many pii~oners 
and led tlieh in triumph to  the' Junta. of Asturias; 
obtained for him thec rank-of Coloiiel. Soon after 
this ewnt, he formed a *Guerilla.corps; . of ,mhich 
he became the leader, and distinguishéd, :himself 

. iriG ; á ~Aseries of ljrilliant +actions. : ' Ite;%as : durinB- 



, 

, PORLIER'S MODERATION, 

Porlier's exploits iñ Asturias, that he acquired the 

With respectl. to. the . alleged crirnc for which 
Porlier was cut off in the prinie of lif'e, if the rno- . 

' y  tives that impelled liim to* obey'the impulse of 
' 

patriotism,:and cal1 Of his, suffering countrypen,. - 

are entitled to praisé, the moderation .with- which 
- -  -$ - he conducted. the . enterprise i s  no less worthy of 

applause.. Nitwithstanding - those - innumerable 

comrnitted fiomIthe beginning of the insurrection 
ti11 its termination, as 'truly stited in the gen'eral?s 
declaration'; '. the isiest of thé iuthosities' only had 

, . 
the effect of , ?rese&& them frorn those ,insilts ' 
which their adrniiistration had been but ~ O O  well 
calculated to excite. so'ánxious &as ~or l i e r  that 
the part talien in the .enterpriSe by his ,'compa- 

' 

t 
i 

nions sliould be - spontiii&o&, ' that ' in the course . , \ 

,., S t 
ofthe helibei+tibns ,&hicli -preCeded $he defection . . t 

- at ordenes, he p ~ a i i l j  inti\;mated , that t .  those , W ~ Q  
l 

\ .  

1 

. *  1 

b ,  - 1 

m 
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i *aso - DE~CBIPTION- OF PoRLIER. 

, 
. 1 did not'feel conscious they were acting rightly for 

the goOd of their cbuntry, had only to say sp, and 
, they should be-at libesty to depart.' 

. It is no trifling addition to the merits. of this 
' ,  

lamented chief, to say that history scarcely fur- 
nishes an instance 'of forbearance and moderation 
equal to that Gsplayed throughout this insurre~- 

' tion. m e  effécts of such conduct has been' most 
Salutary in al1 the subsequent efforts of the' pa- 
tribts, and itwill not be lost on posterity. . 

, . AltlioUgh l.ow in stature, Porlier "was extremely 
.well made, had fine dark eyes and a most expres- 

/_ _ --- 
id - sive? countenance ; he gave many proofs of great 

inilitary talents, and his activity in the field was 
unequalled. He was remarkable for the vivacity 
of his manners, frankness* and generosity. With 

_ _._I --- - - - %m,-patriotism was not an empty sound or sterile 

profession ; as a proof of which, nearly the whole 
of his limited fortune had been devoted to the 
reIief of his persecuted and suffering cointrymen9 

' 
, * Porlier is said to have, on some occasions, carried this raro 
virtue rather too far. The ~ar&hion&s de Matarosa, 'mot.her to 
his yifc, a proud ond Iiaughtp womqn, who, like many of the- 
Spanish aristocrncy saw no merit when uhconnectod with title- 
decds and nobility, was very anxious to know what were his pre- 
tensions. to $he honour of 'sn alliance with her farnily; '' Tell 

'- the Marchioness," snid Porlier to the persoo employed to perfor* 
the office of negocinting this important point, ,<< that I wish to 9 
inforrned whetlier her daughter is to be mariied to me or 
parchments, if to the latter, they ?ay both go t6 the deuce, foT 

. , 
+ .  

he sooner 1 quit thnm the better.'? r f 
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whetlier they languishéd in'the prisons of sPain, or, 
sought refúge abroad. On6 % of %he .ch'arges thht:. > , 

led to his condemnation i i  1814, was. founded on 
the in-herception gf a letter, in which he disected as , ' . 
mercliant of Bilboa to supply th e peeuniary wants 
of an exilid patriot who was-&xp6cted there from. : 

%'rance. ' But Porlier's liberalitf mas not cónfined . . - 

to Spaniards ; it extended to the' unfortunate : of : 
every country*; and ,more - than one Englishman ' 

I ,  \ , 
was' indebted to him for assistance in the h d r  ;f. 
need. - , He was, .in fact,. warmly attiched to us .as a. , 

nation, so that $he sympathy - excited. by his me-: , 
- . f$;; 1' 

, . ,lafí&ol"yfate was ,doubly merited. + - At Corunna,: . *' ,+e 

' the feelíngs o f  the . EngIish ' résidents weré. still, . . 
i - 

more .unequivocally evinced,' tlie whole number. ., '- r 
'{,. 

having $ut on deep mourning an hour' after his 
*- y --efe-cutiofi."y - -  - bi 

' . ' 1 .  1 
1 have,in a former letter, liad occasion to men- 

tion that the 1Bishop ~f Orense made an eloquerit + 

appeal 'to Ferdinand 'in faiour of - p9rlie3s Compai : . 
nions ; -homeber acreditable thb intercession may .. ' 

% . k* 
have 'be'en'.to the venerable prelate, it is, supposed~ 

% [ that the lenity shówn towaids the offenders arose. e 

6 

much more : from fear than himanity.- , Aided 
I ,  

; b 
by the kindness of. their Englisli fiiends, several S . *. f! 

$! of the officeis w e x  enabled to embark for. the - 
$ 

. United KingdodbL :Where tEe conduct of others ,$ g 

tends -to make :us -so ünpopular eabroad, it. :is ex- f 

tremely gfatifYing to ::be -able to bring forward 4 li 
.' E 

ingtancep o f  ithis kuid, ,which 'serve; in no inconsi; 
% 

I 

derable bdegree,: t b  retrieve mthe -national, character, ' - 1" 5 
% i "  ' R  I 
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> .  

,-ahd ikA$'it from sinking altogether in the e i is  
of . the. foreign nations. , . 

: ~ l i e  spirit of - persecution which brought him to. 
a 'a scaffold, did" not' e i d  with the 'hero's death. 

1 1 ;  \ - 

. Excluded.'from the rites 'of christian "sepulture, ' 
his body vas-buried in an eobscuie C O ~ ~ & S  /. of - thhe ' 

, public cemetery. e , S 

[/ 
l .- The  ,no ta r~  'wlio 'drew h p  the will became an. 
,& 

' A ,  
object of persecution, and after a :process which 

E cdntinued six months, senten.ce passed .against 
1 A 

i .  him, :ann~Uing the instrument, which was reprei 

1 -- ¡-.A- ., - sented as subversive and contrary to the. rights of 
1 -“' \ the throne f In  Eonsideration, hoGeGér, of the: ' ' 

1 

I 

i , a  advanced + age ' and character of the : culprit, he ' 
was only admonishéd, on pain of iicurring the . 

S 

~utrnost rigour of the laws, in case of a second 
- . ,  - -  - 

offence. \ t v  . 
8' Porlier was,affectionately attached tq hib wife; ' 

ghe was not less so to thb best of husbands.. 
will not a,ttempt to describe the hairówéd feelings 

- A 

of a young desolated .woman, bereft of & natu- 
1 

ral id the flower of .life, while . al1 , thé 
8 

L 
' fervid sympáthies : of our mature : are ' yet . i i  full 

áctivity, and . we, still '*lbÓk forward . witb jof and 
hope to years . of uqtasted felicity. As ' if;. how; 
.ever, it was hot enougli . to exercise &ery specie~ - - 

. of indignity towirds her husband, thk forlorn 
' 

situatioi : ~f Madame . P~rlier; wast greaty. embit- 
tered, by, thb cruel finean<adbited with td ' 

herself; - ~ f &  codskatinB. thk- $liole of the ge 
, iierai,s proFty, . she ;WW ,placed in 'a c&vent at  

. . 
' - - .  
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~etanzog, -and remained.theré. in 'a State of indi; ' 

' rect imprisonment ti11 the re-establishment of free . - 
dom. - Soon after tliis event Madame Podier was -, 

invited to abandon the cloister, , I &d seside , at Coy ' 

runn& where she continues to .recehe al1 those 
attentions, no less due to ll&- m'isfortunes than . 
the ehinent services ~f her late husband. -a 

- 

I 

The final* bequests Óf Porlier %ere fulfilled %o-, . 

wards the % end of- August. A c&otaph bei'ng 
' preparedi al1 , the authorities of Corunna, t i v i l  

and cmilitary, repaired to the - spot ;where his re- . 

mains had been laid; disihterred and placed ia . - 

- their ;ew .rec&tac'le, the. gallant Espinosa, W ~ O  
- 

has been so highly -$istinguished dunng the re- 
cent events ín Galicia, pronounced an eloquent 
and energetiC panegyric on the virtues and talents - 

c7 " - 
of the f&ñ- hhro : p6inting him . out as a: fit 
,model for those,kho preferred the lib6ity.of their * ' . 

. country. $to ; tyranny- a id  oppression. From + this 
the processioi proceeded to the principal : church, 
f~liowed by ' thee- whole population ; here the, ser- ' . 
vice :closed kith a requie& -coiPosed 'for,- the 
occasih, aftei khich. %he, l - civalcadb, pecedéd by 
the Cenotaph,, borne on a funeral car, was .con- 
'duited in Aournful: triuAph thr6ugh al1 . the - 

- streets in which &e hero had proclairned . the con-. , 
stitution frie ' yeir i  before. On reaching that 

- 

part of. th,e Campo santo, on which a more con- - 
spicuous spotkas chosen for deposhg  the U&, . - S 

a secsQd ~eriice and fuñeral oration was deliYefed 
t 

.\ R 2 
\ .  . 

, -  
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' ,  
' t %  
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by the óffibiating ' ~ h a ~ l a i n ;  of the-garrison, .,afteio 
. wliich 'the ceremony ended.* - . q 

' ,  
Hdwevei "gratifying. this testimony to departed 

' - wortheniay have been 'to tlie. fnends ,and admirers.. 
of:tKe patriot chief, who witnessed the scene and 
participate'd in 'th; painful iekollections and'heait- 

'i felt . sorrom : i t  excited fGr his -untirndy fate, 1 
am íed to '.bélieve i t  ' wacc 'only . a , p;elÚde to :still 
higher honours, -wh,ich the- natiónal congress :in- - 

, . téríds to  7confer:on those -who, like the hero qf : 
e ~6nibnii, &er& :saCrificed on : the altar :of .: theii . 
country?sa, freedom.' :. Yes'! th& - statue o% ~ U A K  . --- - 

d .  

- - ~ r i i  PORLIEB. desenres a' pre-ehiient niche in - 
. r -  the prcijécted pantheon; nor. cari too highly - 

< _ : 'prize or? dearly ' cherish the ! of a +man,; 
who, 'though brand6d with the- epithet of traitdr 

? -. - - - -" - ---  
, , sna*rpibel a , ,  by ' her oppréssors, yet: knew hok j o  : 
' . braive _ - an. ig&minious : -'death . with - .iompb&re; 

rather than. quietly liie Oto see his fello+-citizens. 
1 .  

wear:t*he chains of - daver$ - + ' . . ,'. 
. . 

-. , " ,  
i r  

. + 

I I  . - 3 ,  

. . , , e  " \ ,  - 
r . . - s .  1' . . . 

4 )  

That two names so de&* to'their oóL;itry&n shLuld be 
, still further perpetusted, the ,square a i d  public kalk of . 

~ o h & a  have b&n nam&d-af ter ' .~~r l ier  and Aoevedo, whose 
* .A' fA bears a sad a n a l o ~  to:thattof hii heroic pr&dece&or. ,-," , 

. * v .  . 
' U  . . .  . / ,  ' . ,  S 

c ' . . ( ' - "  
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- - * -  ders, Thearing of  the evente at Cofiinn$, and its 
néighboirhood, was. such as might wkll.be:.expect- 

' ed on the part '"of rneh who felt Ltliat ntheis -. bwn 
~ruelti and . oppfession ,had doné, chused the fe- ' . 
v01t ; . while, however, %he%; serviles ' of : every , class 
<were t rhbl ing with guil& fear, lest the : h u r  of > ,  

refribution had really aiiived, .a far ,different; sen- 
. satfon- was , created inr other? places, :espécially at 
~adiz,'~arcdbfia; va lac ia  . and Zaragoza, wheri 
'evéry'heart+-beat -high with hopes jof :speedy eman- 
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sufferings of the people and persecution ofl the 

: patriots, I. need scarcely add, thit bboth were 
,most anxious to throw oE the yoke ; but, on khe 

. 

* 
present occasion, as in former instances, there 

. ' was, - unhappily, a want of that . Únderstanding, 
not only with regard to tlieir means, but as to the 
precise period of 'rtiing,,- which. k o d d  , bave áf- 
forded the best chance of success, by renderi'ng 
the moverhent sirn~ltáieous ' at ' differiñt points. 

' - This capital ersos, common *to' the fiends' of Ii- ' 

a bertx in a11 áges : and countries, . has ;'been' pecu- 
' liarly fatal to .Spain.-. Another . irnPressive- lesson , , 

- was also taught by therfailure of TPÓrlier,; it fur- 
.. -! nished an additional próof, that isolated att'ernpts 

1 , inT favour of freedom generally tend to htrengthen 
\ .the hands bf despotism; . No sooner, in fact, had . 

- - a - - l  --- - --&e . panic p&sed ,away, than the ieign of terror, 
' ' -su$peiided for Qhorf .interval when. the first - 

, ' . ,messenger arrived here, was iénewed with~ .more , 
- J .  

. violerice than evbr, a s .  if Ferdinand and his-'adi 
i r i s&  ,weré ashamed of being deteked in .g~veni- , 

ing witlí- justick and .moderation .!; : I t  . ha$ : been ' 

truly observed, - i6 alluding. to the insurrection, 
-that h'ad not the -King been totally inac&ssible.to . 

S 

the dictates of reason, and his ministers the most 
,-incorrigible of mankind, they 'múst have profited 

. by such a warning. Instead pf retra&nting. their 
steps ór changing the éxistiQ systém, orie of the , 

first measures resorted -to, after the. patriot. gene- , 

/ ral's - execution, was the dismissal i of the : cele* 
brated Ballesteros; a Minister of War, ,' and ;.bis 
exile to the . .~lhambra of  ranad da;, k ... ; El ~ m p e c i -  

, ' 
I I 

. - .  
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nado, thoukh living in the. greatbst retireme& 
since his abrupt 'departure from this, a: year be* . 

i 

,- 

fore, - ~ a s  alsb sént ti . the castle a of i  Monzon in - 

Arriijjon. \ These acts - of ' s&%riti wére* . álsb fol. - 

lowed -kp . by'a~theis, infiicted . oii 'al1 d those who a 

happenid t6 exciite'the suspicion óf the court, or - 

had been previously: marked out for puríishment. 
I e 

As 'to' the'disgrace' of ~stolai.a, De Castro, Escoi- , - * ' 

' i ~ z ,  -sed. thkir-imrnediate dependents; it evidehtly 
.&ose rather frorh desire to get rid of &m, thaií 
any disapprobation of their cbnduct while in power, -. , ' ' 

since +ose who succeeded thém were no less hate- , 
'' 

, .-ful-t~ the nation ;- the truth is, a pl?usible gretext ' - . , ' 

had been wanted to makk tliese : perions @el, in 
their turn; the almost cerbin effects o f  serving the . > .  

cause 'of tyranny, :&d, in confor&ity to  the iwell 
) 

- -  - - -  known-* maxim óf: legitimacy, .: the ~subject-many 
a were flkttered with a chafige of rulers; which; in ... 

realiti, sendkred their .bondition korse, by making - 4 

* \ 

oppression somewhat more tolerable, ..y : : ~ 

.\ . 
- , * t .  - , 

Bésides the rigorbús treatrnent of those suspecf - 
' 

ed of  b&ng tavourable to %he design of, Porlíer, 
the generous proceedings of our countrymen resi- ' 

dent at Corunna exposed them to $e p a p & f  .--- ..--- . . - m 

of a forced loan, levied' , in consequence o f  their , 
I ( /  . . 

' :aiding the': escape of ~orlier's' followers. c . ,.. +. l g s t  '. . - 
" 

%ese piecautions, suggested- *no liss by pusilani-. 
mity than reiebge, should b e  insufficient. to awe .' , 

the people, fresh' instructions, addressed to the ' 
, 

Captains- ene eral and military commissions,. %,' , en- . * , 

joined 'stiIl greater severity aria vigildnce in puf- - 

suiig'the secr&t societies. . t .  , . .  
s .  

. * 

* .  

> ,  
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_2$8 . - INDIGNATION OF THE SPANIARPS. 
. _ ' 

+ The fe'elihg ' of indign&ion +citéd. by th,e fate . , 

, : 6f. P~rlier wis' so strong, that ,the garrisons of 
- Cadk and Oviedo rnanifested a diterrnination to 

.- .- % 

> .  avenge his death,' anil they 'would' have mo~tfpro-, - 

- . .babbly re'alized -the threat, were it  not that the 
t 'same machinatións, which frustrated the* hop.es of 

- *he patiiots :at Coiunña Ópeiated with equal  efféct 

:f ' *ib + other - pl aces'. A Asisbal, who . commanded át 
l - -Cadik issukd a p6hpqus orair of. the :day, -in: yhich 

' . !he 'reminded the soldier of their . allegiance, ; ~ l o -  
giied J?erhinand,; and . &ded by menicing , .  those a 

- .who ' transgressed.-.the 'Ordifiances, i with-: all : the 
. . 

< t 

, / +--- -- rigouri Gf- the 1 ~ .  , S, F :. : ;. A : 8 . . .: k . 
S < -  : : Thb failure ' in Galicia i was ; no . where. , more 
- * . - 'd;eply , - Tegretted than +it * Granada ; : here,. the., '*á- 

triots t'ook immeaikte:steps to . prevent ; the re.cur- 
- - - - -'xence lof a: similar disaster a "ne>vv: insurreation 

I - t  

- >Gas' oiganieed upon . :principies %hich. wet& inuch . 
'more'likely to h u r e  a prosperóus '.isi~e: ' %  o u n t  

- . ' Montijo,* th,e> Captain-general, to . whoseizeal and l 

.p,itriotism. the secret as30ciatioi7s; ~ e r e .  chi~flYY&ue, ' 

Sdite~tbd; the intendid e rising, lkhiCh ~ a ' s  . to:$&ke . 
. .place on a fixed day and hour, in al1 the.&rrisons , 

2, - - , ,  _ < ,  , .  L 
I , , . " , U " < \  

t I ,  . 1  . 
.;;: , . '. r 

( .  I . . ' I ,  -. . , <  < , ,., 7 ,< ' : 

. * ; The eff& of ' COUA Mohtij; in bkanizing ' the  seccet 
k2 , * 

1 " . , Y  , + 

soiceties, 'and ~propagsting ' the ' above ' plan,- ~nfiCióntlf atone. for - ,  

,'the kist"aken diéws .en tertained by Ki on .Kings rétuk.' ' Al- 
tlioiigli ;hci'w; thon a&ongd the number of those wh6,'in. sppiar- 

i. 

+/ , :a&e. at least, wirmly 'esiouied- the intcrests .of thé faction, h" 
.. . , . subsequent conduct - vquires $hat a veil should be dpyn, over 

< " S -  ." - I 

opiniong which according @ s p e ,  &!re, iissurned for the prpise % 

" C  f " 
if getting into powcr, &id, be . t h ~ ~  ~>it~ciid jk 'az-situatioi t6 Pro- 

, $ . <  
. , j . , *  e . , : , '  , p s 4 : 3 - b '  

mote tlie cawse of freedom. . *,!, . ' ; h  -. . 
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RICH ART. .. 949 
1 .  . - 

. , 
of thé ~ n i n s h l a .  ~his,.plan, frod which the,,rnost. ' . - 

auspicious '. consequencés :-.were , anticípated,,' . Gas 
nearly matured, khea th; iiever-failing enemies 'of l. . 

freedom,. headed bi.the .!~rcfibisbbb, disco~ered" 
' 

the, whole- scheme, and . denounced its authors to 
.government. An extensive ~ s e k r e  of paljers,: and ' 

numerous ' arrests ' .followed this. .n&w triumph of ' 

the : \ additional rneqsures bf coercion- kere 
rdopted ,kith. regard : to : secret iocieties, ,. aid. $he 
aid of . the holy, office .being required, the *Grand - 

Inquisitor readily,acquiescLd. ih the : wishes3f the 
Court, . so th.at.. this dreidful tribunal.. henceforth ' - - 

, r 

, - b e ~ ~ e ;  --exblusively,. . an engine 4 political - per-S , - %  

. " ,. . * :,: % 1 secution.:,. , : , , . . . , . :,. : - l . 
' 

, v <  
, - 4  ' - 

e iuch * ,  : s t r k n ú ~ s  . . eff'rts were ., making tol A, - ' >  

the sbirit .of fevolt - i&he prckinces;: a . 
- -  - -- chipiracy-of lkss-magnitiide than thatzof ~ o d n a ,  ' . 

but -which might -have le& to important;results, 
mas detectetl undex the ' yery ey,es of :the :, Court. - 
-1ts Ierider, . . . .  Dbn ,viciirit& , Richart, :a , lawyer: and 

L. charactei., whO had served : in.- a Guerfl'a 
< ,  

corps, .succe&ded in colleCting . several. indkduals 
,and was making .pr&elyteS : among$t? the soldi'ery. ' 

:B&sides man? persons of inferior noté," the names ' 

af . two . ge-ral officeiis, *O'Donoju* a n d . ~ e n 6 ~ ~ l l e s ,  
L 

1 ' "1; 

, *. . ?, ~ h i r 6  is littfe d&bt but ihai"bckh o9~ ;no jÚ a n p  ~ k o i a k k  
- 

'i e . r <  

,+@re re&&ely concerned i i  RichBrt9s aff& ; but - theprooh I ) .  of theh 
" 

< 5 1 I / + -  

partieipation w&e tpo vague to . admit . of a. sentencé-ágainst . . either.' ' 

The formér from ; hahig ;geat interest at oourt, ~uffered -no : ill 
3 .  i 

- effects from thé Chahge: *:AS t6 Ren*eeal1es, a e r  seriera! fruitless 
\ +atb$ts.. to , promote a .  $sing . .  id fsvour of t l ~ e  * constitution, a s  - - he t , . 

""caped , to , Loniton, ,. :vyhere - his se&iceo, &erea >ffered to the 
.,. I .  . t .  " '  & i  i .  *- . ) '  ' :  4 :  .<_ L 

. Venezuelin Goverfi,mcnt. 
- ( ,  > \ 
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RíCHART.. 

. - . ^ U--.. " .- ---. 
hppear. to have been connected with the plot,. of 

the' King left the $alac"e to surround his carriage, 
and prevail. on him to . res'tore the constitution. 
Funds to. an inconsiderable amount had beeii fur- 
nished, á id  s o h e  progs@s &de4 towards carry. , 

ing the des@ into effect,; when one b f ' t h e  
party, supposed to háve been-biibed b i  the minis- 

.- -c- - -ters, betrayed his :companions on condition of 

- being pardoned. Tlie talents' and resolution dis- . 

played by Richart before -the judg& o n 1 ~  &&ved 
- to aggravate his illéged8- %me. Indifferent to 

accused 'wa's to make his ' example act as a stimu- 
~ l u s  to others. Richart defended his conduct on 

. duty was the more deeply impressed on his rnind, 
since he felt assured that it might be accornp1ished 
without having recourse to any greater act of vio- ' 

! lence that the one proposed. The-~risoner u , alluded 



to his pait seyices, his patriotic publications and 
private life, to prove that neither motives óf inte.- 

' 

rest nos ambition had iafluenced his 'determina- . - 

tion : when led to the scaffold, the demeanour of - 
\ - . -  

Richart was such as became a votary of- freedom ; 
firm and resigned, he died bravely, and instead o£ . . 
indulging in thé voice of complaint, his last words ' - - 

' 

arel said to have been a fervent ejaculation for the 
' deliverance of his coúntry. ~ho&h_ it-is notiery 

. probable that the contemporaries of Richart will 
' 

decide how far the infliction óf deith is justifiied 
in cases wherein $he sufferers are drivin to rebeloJ 
, liosby -the excesses -of government, tJie time must 1 ,di 

" comei- wliek this' impoiiant question will be argu&d , 

more diipassionately thin it can imidst the jarring , - 
interestsahd despotic, doctrings which now pre- , a 

- -  - - -  vail ; but, even in the present day, it is diIñcult , 
t k 

to withhold-our sympathy and applause from those, 
who, like. the subject of these cursory remarks, k 
seem to coneider life itself # .  a "worthless gift, when l ,  

, ' 1  
p ~ t  in 'competition with public liberty. i Only one 1 
of the conspirators sufferkd' with their' ieadkr, the 
rest, about twbIve in numbeii, yere sentpied ta I 
fine, exile and irnprfsonment. - . f 

1 

Had it not been'for that fataliti which- seemeh 1 
- A 

' to , attend everi k w  attempt ' of the . katriots to N 

regain their freedom, it would be impossible to 1 

,,narne o& kmongst them, who, from his talents ( 

- 1  
, or popularity, had a . better chance. of success, 

than  DO^ Luis -Lacy.. This celebrated chief, to. 
1 

: whose gallantry and military skill CataIonia was 
, -  1 

, -indebted for itsg liberation frorn the French arm y I 
1 
1 

\ < 

't * '  



in í813, had excited t h i  jeqlousy ofs t h i  se'r,i'ile 
faition on ~erdinand'.~ return, an& - 2 -  was eten ' 

" 

dodrned to a-'species -of  .exile* in. the very - pro. 
fin"cewhich ha& witnessed his rnost 'brilliint tri- 

' 

- '  umphs..,'-Having, in,the,qspring of-1817;visited ' 

'Caldetes,. a village -on ' the. * sea' coast 'near.jBarce- ' lona,- for : the pirp*se- of drinkin* its: mineral ' 

3 wateiq Lacy there met .some old friends and kiri~ 
, , .'-dred binds;. with whom- it was natural . to deplore 

the wFetched' fate of their commón .country, .and 
' i 

. *ot  less so to confer on .those' means by :Ghicll. its . 

- .liberties might 'be restored. ; . ' e ,. - e 

' *  4 

_--- .: . . . Although: the res'ult of, former efforts 'in favoui 
of freedomr wire sufficient to det& ~rdinary- men 

x .  frok'  exposing -thernselves t& the rate 6f Por- 
lier .. and VRichest, .it seemed 6dy to btimulate- the 

_,- _ _  _ _  - -  patriots of Spairi. . ;In the present case, a number 
of circu&~tancek concurred :to rendir i't pfobable 

- ( 
y + 

that a 'well-combined plan ~ o k l d  be attended 
with-suicess. : 'L?cy ' hád 1óig beea regarded as , . ' 

, , one of the best officei.s7iq the .Peninsula .; h&$ad 
:w~n :%he áffectioioñs' . of . t h s  arrny, aiid was, above 

, .all,:. the .: staunch - and enliglitenéd advockte * of 
, ', ' 

* .  - 4 "  i - 
1 > 

" V I  
. . 

P - ,  r . - : . r  

'< ; *. ~ h e n e v e r  the political opinion if any ;Ecer* did! noi m- 
cord.:, yith thosg* of t he  kourt, o r  his pbpula~ty . prévented sn 
open perseoution,' it was usual for the Minister a t  Wnr to assign 
a fortréks for hio residenck, and heie he iemained under the in- 

Bpection . j  ?f thb :g&emo< unti! the, suspicions whiuh Ied tq  bis exile ' 
were removed. Lacy was ordered tÓ cataloni;, on' his &&?val al: 

, \ ' .  
hoin the ~ & t a h - ~ & i r a l s h i ~  of ~a l i i i n ,  ,and eontinGed to reside 
there kith, littlo inteniiission;~till th6 'period' of hii vi& to cildete;. 
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I ' 

liberty.  ene eral Milans, ~ a c ~ ' s  'hcimpa&on dur- 
ing severa1 campaigns, . together with h i ~  ' brother . 

< .  

Don Rafael, i ret?fed colonel of ' cavalfy; '.were? 
amongst the fiiends he :found at Caldetes :. both*. " 
these meritorioús characters . placed. themselves'at 
his en&e disposa1 ; while .. Don\* Jose Quer, :Lieu-: 

, 

tenant-Coloñel . of ,' the. ' ~ a r i a ~ o n a  regiment, ' s t i -%  
tioned át  ren ni del:, Mar, a small seapcirt ' in tEe:  - 

I 

vicinit?, undertooli to ensurP thé co-operation *of> 
that corps.. Though . .the cohtinued enormitiesr ofk1 

, -. 
; government were su* as. to juitify i belief 'on. I 

the part. of..&aiy a~d ,h i s  coadjutors,'. that even ' a - ,  
, ?  ' 

partiál lmóvement wo,uld be follbwed by the" wlioie: ' 

, ' army, it was not unkil he had co@imunicat&d &i'th; - ; 
the different garrisons, and received positive.. as- -. 

surances of suppórt from al1 thosi in ~atalonia,: 
- - -  - -  

tfiat,he &o.nkented once more to raise .the standard; . ' 
of' independen~~. Matters . being : thu&:arranged, , ' 

, the 5tgvof e ~ ~ r i l :  whs harned for carrying:? thb pro-: ' , . t - . / ..4 

ject into executi-6n ;.; considering the 'state.: o f  pub5 .., 
. .. 

lic, opinid, and the abilities 'of +ose engaged in 
the enterpriie, - sang~irie hopes were indulged that , . - 

fortune' Gould . b e  : more . propitious .than, hereto, , 

fofe : these , .hopes;, h6wever, were .crhélly . disap- ' , 
poi-nted ; f& whkn bn the point of being realized; ' 

' ,two , subalterni, . nam.ed . Appentel ' and - Nandin, - * 

. forméd the,design of, betraying the, patrioti: .this , > ".. ' ' -  

a($ Was renderkd: the : more, i t r ~ ~ i o u i ,  : from + the \. . 

traitors.:having been indebted to th6 bóun6 , and e ' 

protgctipn ,* of ~ a c i ;  . while .ciptii3-gefiérd, ; - .+ :? i.t . : 
,wh&h . o n &  . hid ' iqduod. Quer ' to í :-ehpl+~ 

, - .  & *+' 

1. > 

í . > *  

- ' I  

L, ', - 1  
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them as his chief agents in gaining over-' the-regi- 
ment. : When informed of the meditated rising, 
the (first step of Lassala, the . colon~l,: was to 
hasteii to the officers' quaiters, andr ask them 
whether they were prepared to shed theii- blood 
in defence of the King ? On be'ing answired in 

, the affirmatiie, the - battalion was immediately ' - - . assembled on the . Parade, wheke, the. servile 
, chief contrived by flattery and promises. to diq- 

. . 
suade the men from following two companies, 

S , which had alreadj marched únder ~ u e r  and his 
% friend, Don ,Antonio . Olivei, : to join the leaders 

/,,/--- 

at Caldetes. ' As it was . too. late to bring these 
. back, : the utmost Lassila could do,- was' tÓ,de- 

. spatch emiskaries after thek tp irduce their rétuni 
( b y  the assurance of 'a liberal reward, and,such 

- - -+ r *%_. - -0th6 .offers as were ' most likely. to detach- thim 
from Lacy., The xéniainder of <the corps +as 

- then conduited to an adjacent height," there t~ 
await events, and be removed f& the 
consequences of having their loyalty shaken by 

, the inhabitants, mho appeared extremely anxious 
% 

' to  second the views of Lacy -and his friends. ' - . 
On reakhing Caldetes, the two. c6ipanies wire 

warnily grebteil, and aftei a short 'harangu& fiom ' 

S the ~ ~ n e i a l , .  . wh6 receivéd them ' i i  full.. uniform, 
- 

tlie who1e party repased. t o  the c i u i t v  h6use of . . 
DO*: Rafael Milans, .close to &e. +iiiage, where 
they remained in' a state. of great perplexi@ ti'U : . 

day-light, whén they. were joined.;by someoffice~ 

1 .  

, &m BarcelonaA and Mataro, +ho f u b  b h f i r ~ e d  

!l . 

\ 

8 
< t 

' .  / ,  - .  1 ,, . - 
l I . . 
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t 
0 

uieir fehrs that thh plan had ,bien; discod6red. + ' 

1 

. S 

> 

Theré beiiig no . time to lose, they held a cons-' .. , 

tation, in - whicii i t  was : detei-mined not  'to : relin~~ , + . 

quish the enterprize while a . &inglec soldier. . r e  . , 
- 

mained : as the men seemed disposed, to )act,. itl 
was decided that they ' shíxdd, prokeed towards . l 

Mataro, a ~ d  if" not seconded by the garrisons or, , * . 
' . &  

pe.asa&ry -on \.their march, tkey Could: at least ' , 
gain the frontietg'and pass into France.' g . 1 
- Creditable as the - above r9sblutión w&s to the , . ' . 
patriots, . the coinmencement . was too dishearten- . , 

% ( '  '- ing to qfford -any hopes .ofd sbccess : ' they kíad - . 
~ c c 5 ! i i g l y  been only á f é w  h k ~ r s  on the rbad, ' 

before the agents employgd by Lassala preVaiied . . ' * 
\ .  

on the- soldiers suddenly to . turn G n d ,  and take . 
- the airection of Arens del, ?far, leaving Lacy . ' . , ' 

m : arl*d his -companions t o  their fate. It %as in vain 
that Milans, and . t-he other * officei-S expostdlated , , ~. 

with thein on thii . inexpkktt5d -d;fection ;. their .:' , - t  ' 

fears had be& SO. worked upon by: Cuero, the piin- " I 

"pal emissiry, 'thit.. neither entrkaties. nbr, remon- t .  

0 .  

. <trances had &y' effect : it: thefefore only remained . 

. for the leaderi to provide foi their own'.safety in - 
. . ' 

the best manner they could. . t .  +_ 
' > 

6 "  . 
. ,  3 

A. general . - .  ... .- had been sent .. in . the . meantime frÓm . 

Barcelona by castaño;, to co-operate with Lassala . " . .  . . 

. ' in "qielling a \  . . ,  the , ihsurrec~ion, althoubh the former , - . 
is said, to have giveii, secret directió-bs, that no. ob-, . 

stacleb should 'be opb&ed to the escape o!' ~ c y  ; , . . 

, thia did. not prevent rneasures from being taken %o 
' 

arrest b o a  the patriot; general and his - fdIowers. 
* . '  

, . 
, 
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Y - 
house in which tliey had slept the -préceding night! 

,.-. and seizing their swords and -unifórms,' sent these' 
- to Lassala as -proofs of his vigflance. - ..The : latter 
having gone in pérson to :secure ~ i l a n s ,  G'oiild ' 

- c- .- -. 
find. only . his wife and daughter, wh o wefe3~ de-?, - 

' 

S spatched underaii esbort,,aihostagks to ~arcelo'ná,. ' 
while' the Generalhimself, 'a6&ompaniéd'by t&in- .. 

fant sons, 'khorn he was determi&d not. -to: leiive' " 

- - a - -  -,- - -,-b&&, after ' a series. of ádventure~;:~@ch. $ohId" ' ' 

forrri no bad.6I;isode t i  arbmahc& 'i-&l&&&á, 
réached .th% Sniall' fishing : to-óf' -Badalofii &-id. '. 
embarkid, foi :Gibraltar, : whence ; he' &&i1tile'da, 6, 
Buenos Ayres; there to serve the: cause of,South-": ' 

. .  
, .  Ambrican independence, unta :. happier: circum- : 

sfances should 'eiable' him'.: to - re.visit' his native ' 
coun try.* 3 - 1 -  - > ,  <-, . J s .  - , , .  , ,!..:, :.. t .  : . T : ? :  

" ,  - 
j ,  . . , P  
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< " <  

t . .  J 
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S ,  
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, , /* Althcugh Milans was thus unable .to shire the glory of , ' 

personally. aiding the . heroes q of r San Fernando, he had the'oo$ . . 8 .  -. ,? - solstion of being eminently useful t o  the cause 6f freedom in the 
i r f  7 -  

New ~ o i l d ,  aríd h received with &clamáti;>n &"his retara to 
** + '  , l 

' , ~hrcelona, a few weeks @o, when >th& ekent WM' celebrated 'by. 
. rejotcings8 ánd addreises of -eongratu1'atYofi cfrom 'the-rnunicip81it~ ' 

/ , . . ,  . , 
-+ < . 7, 11 . 
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