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“would have done so, had any invitation or gua-
rantee been held out to them by the British gene-
ral, or Spﬁﬁish authorities. So far from this being -
the case, the Afrancesados had no reason’ to ex:
‘pect the least indulgence: on the part of the former,
while they were led to anticipate nothing but per-
secution from the-patriotic government; which had -
till then and’ long after, designated them as trai-
tors.* ' Under these  embarrassing  circumstances,
there, was no alternative between flight and pro-
scription. . It should be added to ‘the honour of
the King, that, though all who chose to follow his
 fortunes, were sure of an ‘asylum and protection
_in France; he did not require this last painful sacri-
/. fice; norwould " the fugitives  have crossed the
"Bldasa, ‘had-the’ Cortes and Regency been gulded ‘
by a'more liberal policy. -

‘Having stated a few of” the motives, Wthh mﬂu— o
enced the adherents of King>Joseph, and pointed
out why :they  considered: -themselves’ as . most
cruelly dealt with by all‘p'arti‘es; it is not/my. inten-

tion ‘to give an’ opinion-on. the' question - at ‘issue '

i between them and: their 'adversaries, nor Wlll it
Pgrhaps be decided by contemporary judges. ' The
People of : future times; far removed. from the pre-
Judices and Ppassions which warp the "judgment of

S S

* ThlS harsh eplthet was afterWards softened down to Inﬁ
dentes, or unfaithful, and subsequently dwindled lnto dzszdenles, :
dl*senters, but the change of name’ was not found 1o have di-
mmshcd the spirit of persecution. -
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those who are too near the scene of’ political ac-
tion, will no:doubt take a more enlarged and dis-
passionate view of the events to which I have
called your attention.: Much as posterity may ad-
mire the heroic efforts of the independent party,
they will probably ask whether, under all the bear-
ings of this subject, it was worth while destroying
the resources of a.whole people, sinking capital to
an immense amount, and converting the cultivated
portion of this fertile region into a desert, merely
to_preserve the throne of Ferdinand VIL? Will -
not posterity also.inquire whether, had Joseph
Buonaparte been accepted, it is in the nature, of
_probabilities, the inquisition, convents, - church
property, and those interminable abuses which
followed their, restoration:in, 1814, would have
been revived then or at any: ‘other: petiod of. the
new ' dynasty? Those who succeed the present
- generation, not less capable of appreciating patri-
otism and public’ virtue, than their predecessors,
will be taught by experience to judge with more
impartiality, and however they may applaud the
intentions of the patriots, it remains to be. seen
-whether the sacrifices I have enumerated, . will
not be considered as rather too great, for the
- ‘'mere sake of legitimacy and catholicism? :
In c]osmg this portion of the inquiry concern-
ing the two parties which have unhappily divided
- s0 long, and whose ruinous contention ought to
serve as a salutary lesson to other nat1ons, it is but
an act of justice to say, that both ‘were equally,
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attached to the interests of Spain previous to the
abdication of Charles IV. and Ferdinand, perfectly
agreeing on the impossibility of regenerating it,
without the suppression of feudal rights and seig-
norial privileges; they well knew that while the
clergy were allowed to retain a third of the soil,
and taxes continued to be levied accordmg to the
caprice of a minister,  while the revenues of the
state and those of the crown remained at the
monarch’s disposal ; that ‘uptil the corporate bo-
dies were elected by the people and the repre-
sentative system introduced generally, there could -
be no_hope of freedom or prosperity. = Such
indeed was:the identity of their views when in- .
vested with power, that most of -the decrees pro-
mulgated by the ministers of King Joseph were -
published  with little alteration by the Cortes of
Cadiz. - However they might have differed in
matters of external policy, both saw the necessity
of a prompt and radical reform of public abuses.
It is for those acquainted with the past and pre-
sent condition of the Peninsula, and who can at
the same time divest themselves of prejudice, to
decide, which of these celebrated parties adopted
the best mode of attalmng the: great obJect of
their wishes. *

Too deeply 1mbued W1th that sp1r1t of party
which still continues to prevent the most ‘enlight-
ened men of Europe from uniting for the common
80od, it was truly unfortunate for the people of
this country, that any d1ff'erence on minor points,
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' should have 'pre'\?ented‘:a, coalition amongst men

~ between whom there existed no motives. of per- *

 sonal "animosity ; and whose union could alone
have counteracted the designs of those who had
determined to immolate both the legislators of

" Cadiz "and 'réformers of Bayonne.. It is almost.
superfluous. to ‘add, that the actors in this drama
were -principally composed. of grandees, bishops,

~ béneficéd: priests, discarded monks, counsellers of-

* state, together viith that tribe of pensioried para: .

sites generated in- the court of Charles IV., but -

~ who ceased to. feed on the V1tals of' the people on

his abdlcatlon e gt ,

. ‘Such were: the persons who gamed the as-
_cendant,on’ the return of. Ferdinand, when a select -
number; ‘most of whom had sworn fealty to Joseph,

“having,as- before stated, surrounded thé King ,at
Valencia; commenced. their ‘machinations by ca-
lumniating 'the patriots' of Cadiz and ‘Bayonne;

. the first; because. they - limited the: prerogative, -
~and ‘the second, in order ‘to justify their own
apostacy.”. chhng that all those who had been
the - companions of Ferdinand’s’ exile* possessed"
kindred minds, /there’ was no’ difficulty: in" per-

"suadmg him that the people would not be satisfied,
nor Spain prosperous, unless he consented  to

: govern in the manner of his ancestors! .~ - ;'

-You have been ‘informed of that article in the’
treaty of Valengay, which guaranteed the restitu-

‘tion’ of their confiscated . property, rights,. and
honours, to the followers of ng Joseph : also, ‘
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of the promlses of Ferdmand to receive them as
'chlldren and that he had scarcely reached Va-
lencia, before - the indifference with' Whlch the
arrest of ‘Rey. and- Sotelo* ‘was regarded fully

- proved that both treaty and " promlses were for-
~gotten. . e & CIGERA S
- Itis the old and never falhng characterlshc of' :
those persecutlons, which have so often sulhed the
‘page of modern history; that the: authors' have in:
variably. attempted ‘to: cover: their’ atroc1ous pro-
ceedings: with the mask of justice. . Although the -
treatment :of the Spanish Liberales affords an ex-
ception. to this general rule, it was adopted in full -
~towards the Afrancesados. "-The first decfee” con:
cerning the adherentsof - King Joseph was dated -
May 24th, 1814 ; it related  to those 'who’ had_, :
quitted their country, and i mn assuming an appear- A
] ance: of equity, the royal ~order was in reahty ¢ i
J intended to exclude -them from all share fn<the: - 7T
government, as well as to mark them out as a'dis- -
trnct and degraded portion of the people.:: BLEY
"The avowed ' object .of: the circular 'was"ex<
plained - in" the preamble,  which stated ‘that the
critical circumstances in which the monarchy was
Placed by the King’s absence, and the-occupation
IOf_Spain,by/ the 'en'erny; having’-flirnished-thOSe .

o The counsellors of state to ng Joseph alluded to m al
I f01‘mel' letter they were arrested by order of Mma, on entermg E

» A“agOn from France, on the falth of Ferdmand’s patemal pro-
) mlﬁes ¢ R

J 4
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who had the honour of serving his Majesty in the
various departments of administration, many oc-
casions of showing by their actions and conduct
whether they were still worthy of retaining 'their
places, or merited dismissal; the King knew the
same heroism could not be expected from all, and
that between this virtue and a want of loyalty,
there were several intermediate degrees which
ought not to be confounded. It was therefore to-
avoid such a dilemma, that each Secretary of State,
~ conjointly with Don Manual de Lardizabal and
Torre Musquiz, should, without delay, transmit a
list of all persons who occupied places: of trust
- before the arrival of Ferdinand, accompanied by -
detailed. observations on; their conduct and di-
vided into classes: ' |7 : :
+The first class was to comprlse those Who would
receive no employment: from the Usurper ; the
second, all:who continued to exercise their foriner
functions ; the third, those who had received .an 4
extraordinary advancement, - which- rendered it
presumable they had served, not by force, or out
of necessitous circumstances, but through affection
to the intrusive government : the fourth and last;
those who, not content with having served Joseph,
had persuaded others to do so; for the purpose of
increasing their party, and persecuting those who
remained faithful. Full powers for inquiry and
exammatlon into the arch1ves of government were
given, and . the circular . ended with an earnest
request that no time- ~might be lost in executing

v R ( '\.‘
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the King’s order, to prevent any delay in recom-
pensing ‘the loyal, pardoning the Weak or pumsh-
ing the wicked and perverse! . -
- After what has been said of the motives whlch
influenced the Afrancesados, itis needless to enter
into an examination of the-above documents, or
the invidious distinctions it contained.  If it was
a crime to serve the Usurper, as it styled the new
King, above ‘two-thirds of the nobility and cor-
porate bodies throughout Spain'were guilty, and
none more-so, ‘than  the very men who now sur-
rounded the restored monarch and even d1ctated
i the circular. - S

- Although this specious ¢ and hypocrltlcal decree
made no allusion to the refugees in France, it was
but too well calculated toawaken their fears : these
did not, however; prevent.the greater part from
flattering themselves with the certainty of Ferdi-
nand’s adhering to that:article in' the treaty of
Valengay which guaranteed their return. It was
imagined by those who were not sufficiently near
the court ‘to see how matters proceeded, that’
though the patriots forming the late government
and Cortes,” had ‘been arrested and: thrown into
Prison, it did not follow a solemn pledge so recently
contracted with - themselves, was to be broken :
and the least credulous ‘amongst his: party, could
not for a moment suppose, that the policy of Fer-
dinand’s ministers would be in direct oppositionto’ -
the - ‘apparently. amicable: spirit  of. the treaty for
restoring the Bourbon dynasty, and settling a ge-

i

Ry
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neral peace concluded at Paris. The Afran:
' cesados even anticipated some mediation in their
favour on the- part of Louis XVIII. = His most
Christian - Majesty could not have been indifferent
to the system about to be adopted by the branch
of his family’ reigning here : and he knew. that
conciliation was no less required to secure popu-
lanty in Spain than his own dominions. .
ot . To such an: extent had their confidence 1n the
i good faith . of - Ferdinand been carried, that the
followers of” King Joseph residing at Montpelher
and other parts of the south of France,, celebrated -
the 30th of May, St. Ferdinand’s day, by a solemn
church service, in ‘which,. thanks ‘were offered .up
1o the Most High for the restoration of the benig-
nant: prince,, 'who; had, promised; to:confer- such
happiness on Spain. " Te Deum was also’ sung, and
“'a'sermon presdched in’ praise of the young' king.
At Paris, and in’several departments of the north;
those ‘who - possessed the' means -met -at; public
dmners, to drink a long reign to Ferdmand ‘their
legitimate. sovereign : for. they had by this time
‘been formally ‘absolved from the oath of allegiance
- to Joseph.  While these. demonstrations of:1oyalty
. and - affection” were going. on, Macanaz "and his
fr1ends seemed to view the subject i in'a far different
light. So little had their dark purpose c¢hanged,
_ that the very day on ‘which' both  the, patriots: of
B Bayonne and- Cadiz fully expected a general act
of grace, - was chosen’ for 'the promulgation of a
, decree, absolutely prohlbltmg ‘the leaders of the
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\

first named party from entering the Peninsula:

~only permitting the rest to do so under restric-

tions which - amounted to prohibition ; ‘depriving
them of the honours they had acquired during the

reign of Chatles IV.; declaring them incapable of

filling' any public employments, “and ‘even' pro-
scribing those innocent ‘women, who, ‘yielding to
the senti'm'ents"of‘ nature and duty, had followed
the fortunes and shared the fate. of thelr husbands,
fathers, and children! = » S e

* It is merely necessary t to contrast the fond hopes
entertained by the exiled patriots and their conduct
towards Ferdinand, with the -batbarous tenor of
this royal order, to form some conceptlon of therr
lacerated feelings When it reached the scene of
bamshment . A DE:

* Llorente, the historian of the Inqu1s1t10n, and
- Whose memoirs jbrm a kzstory Qf the first Spamsk
revolution,” contain’ a  minute account ‘of ' these
transactions, observes, in closing his descnptlon of”
the above “decrée: - I leave it for my readers to
conceive in what a state the refugees must have
now: found’ themselves. L cand1dly ‘confess, I
cannot find language to pourtray" it. : Even those
“who had indulged in sinister prognost1cs, did not
believe in the probability of such an order ; ‘ their

imagination could not figure to itself; as poss1ble, _

What they now expenenced in fact.” The same
work' contains an able. commentary on this state
Paper replylno' to: each article separately, and
' L
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showing . the. fallacy as Well as falsehood of its
assertions. - 1 '
- 'To that part of the decree Wthh commences by
‘Saylng, ¢ the King: has heard that several of those
“Spaniards who had been partizans and supporters
of the intrusive government, entel*i:ained ‘the de-
sigr;1 of ré-entering Spain;’”* the commentator asks,
how can the government of King Joseph be called
intrusive, - since Ferdinand himself “was. amongst
the first to recognize its legitimacy, mot only by
the treaty of: May 16th, 1808, :and proclamation
of the same month, but in his sp'ontaneOUS letter
_of April 6th, 1810: in his demand for admission
into the new order -established by Joseph ; that
“which' he made’ to become the radopted son of
Napoleon 3 and above all in the treaty of Valengay?
:As a farther proof of Ferdinand’s adherence to-
the new King’s government, and devotion to the
.Emperor of the French, it-is asked whether he
did not consent to his brother Don Carlos, re-
questing the command of a‘division of the troops
destined -to march against Russia in 1812; and
if it was not matter of public notoriety that he
- .ordered his ‘household - at - -Valengay to ' -swear
allegiance “to . J oseph and the Constltutlon Of
-Bayonne :
- In his letter of the 6th of' May, I‘erdmand gaVe :
posmve orders to those .aroun_d him, 'to obey the
- injunctions of Charles IV. his father, and: to.ad-
‘here to all the arrangements entered into with, or

o 1 s q \
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directed. by, Napoleon ; observing. that thls was
the sole mode of; saving the country. . In his pro--
clamation of. the 12th, these orders ‘were not only
ratified, but, as.an additional proof of F‘erdl_nand’d

intentions, he absolved the people of Spain from
the oath they had taken in his favour after the
vabdlca’aon of the old ng :

- It is also proved by Llorente, that the goveln- ‘
ment of King Joseph was the only one recognized
here, until the insurrection of the 2d of .May :%
that the -whole .nation considered him as. the
legivtima,tev sovereign, swearing allegiance to him
in all the churches during the ‘celebration of high
mass and ‘before  the holy sacraments: that the
people swore. w1th all their hearts, s1ncerely, and - :
without any internal reservations. , This was done : |
in every town and village: of the Peninsula, ex-
Cept Cad1z, ‘Alicant, -and. Carthagena, all :places

distant from- the - capital, ‘and s1tuated on the sea-
coast, 8 wrweniis o Somad midsigs, E¥ogbograig

* The most enlightened writers and statesmen amongst the
followers of King Joseph still maintain, that had it not been for
the events which provoked this insurrection, and the inexcusablo
policy of Murat in appointing a Military Commission to puriish
the leaders, with a view, as I have been informed, of. terrifying 1
the people into submission, the triumph of the new dynasty - ‘ !
would have been inevitable. ‘Numerous facts corroborating the '
above opinion are cited,. particularly the unpopularity of the war,

-and apathy of the people in various provmces, long after its com- <
mencement, . ; . ,\ ;

-4
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“Besides the cessions made at Bayonne, Joseph
had also the rlght of conquest in his favour, and

however unjust in its’origin, this right was conse-

‘crated as soon as the people confirmed it by their

‘oaths’ of . fidelity and submxssmn. This doctrine,.
~adds the writer, 'is very favourable to Ferdi-

nand VIL; for in'the contrary case, if the posses-

‘sion- of the ccrown became the subject of litigation
- as to the Justlce and: legitimacy of the title, the

present K1ng would have very slender. -means
of defence, cince his claims are derived from.
Henry IL bastard son of Alphonso XI. and who

murdered his brother. Don Pedro, surnamed the

cruel, only legitimate son of Alphonso, and real

heir to the crown.: The nation long harassed. by

‘civil wars, was at length induced to acquiesce in

the titles of the new King, thus purifying the vices

‘of their origin. ‘Such are the grounds upon which
~ Ferdinand - VIL the fourteenth descendant - of
- Henry II. contlnues to relgn *

* It is a remarkahle fact that Hehry, previously- known a6

: Count Trestamar’, was 'plaoed on the throne by a French army,
~under the famous Beljti'an& de Guesclin: ' Don Pedro,/styled.t)he\
‘Nero of Spain, having wandered about the Peninsula without
‘being able to find a single friend in his adversity, fled to ‘our Ed-
- ward I11..whose victories had spread terror in the South of France.
* Jealous of the newly acquireéd influence of his rival Charles V.
- Edward undertaok to restore the tyrant: of Spain, and owing to
-the French army’s having retired, he found but little difficulty in

the task, .Henry, flying to his old friends after the defeat, which -
transferred the crown to the head of Peter, Du Gueselin returned at .
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- Tt is positively denied by ‘Llorente and others;
that any of the refugees in France had the smallest
share in bringing about the j'eurnéy ‘to Bayonne,
which has always been regarded asthe origin of
the war that ensued ; had not this taken place, no
Spaniard would have acknowledged the new dy-

the head of another army, and defeated Don Pedro at’ Mbﬁtiel;
in Navarre: ' The tyrant having failed in his attempt to escape,
was brought to the head guarters of Du Guesclm where Henry '
arrived soon after, and being confronted with his competxtor, the .-
former drew his sword and killed him' on the spot. - Although :
+ historians ‘do not pretend to justify this fratrlmde, it has not; pre- -
vented them from honouring Henry with the surname of hberal
and generous. It is by no means a ﬁattermg coincidence in oir
history; that we should have been instrumental ‘in’ restoring two
Princes who' possessed so_few clalms to the conﬁdence or eateem
of their subjects. , !

*+ Although Don Pedro has been Justly con51dered as amono'at '
the most inexorable of her feudal tyrants, Spain is not without

her obligations to h1m “His conduct in accordmg an amnesty = =

to thosé who took an active part against him, -during his struggle
with Henry, ‘is 'still spoken of with gratitude; and. has been
very properly held out as an example which Ferdinand ought to
have followed. - Seeing that he had not suﬁiuent means of de-
fending Burgos, Pedro retired, leavmg the inhabitants at hberty
to accept his rival : upon thls, they invited Henry to enter the
city; and, to prevent the -excesses of his soldlery, cven swore
aueglance, and received their new monarch with acclamauons
When the English allies of Pedro enabled him. to re-enter the
city, no punishment whatever was inflicted elther on ‘the inha-
Abltant's of Burgos, or any other part of the Penxmula, though

the prmclpal cities ha.d opened thelt gates to Henry in the same
Wﬂy,
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. nasty “The sole and only promoters of thlS jour-
ney were Infantado, San Catlos, Escoiquiz -and -
Macanaz. I’mally, the commentator ‘proves,-that
Ferdinand himself, aided by the members of his
family, most of the grandees, mlmsters, and mem-
bers of the old government, were exclusively the
cause-of King Joseph’s- establishment ; -and - that
their adherence was both spontaﬁeous and sincere
till the battle of" Baylen, ‘which induced nriany ‘to
change their opinions, concludmg, from this event,
that there was some chance of successfully op-
posmg the arms of Napoleon.

So decided was the hatred. and hostlhty of the

servile faction to the victims comprehended in the - - '

above royal order, that the most effectual measures
were immediately adopted for putting it into the
strictest execution. Non-commissioned officers

e and pr1vates, also those who had not attalned their

- twentieth year, were. the only exceptions made in-
this decree, which states that even these were to- be
considered as proofs of special bounty on the part .
* of his Majesty.* Amongst the refugees in France,
there were above twelve thousand ‘who could not
avail themselves of the exemp’uons, while the num-
ber. of persons affected by the measure in Spaln,
was estimated at more than double that number.
It will scarcely be credited, that those. who.ex-
pressed their feelings on ‘the publication of this
inhuman proscription, were denounced for the1r
temerity, ‘and accused of disaffection to'the pd-
ternal government of Ferdinand
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It is needless to follow these martyrs to a .cause,
which they regardedr as-inseparable from the best
interests of Spain, through that long probation of
suffering and poverty they were" destined to- sus-

tain for several succeeding years. ‘The circum-’

stance of being excluded from their oppressed and.

unhappy country, after having done. their utmost -

to effect its regeneration and ameliorate the condi-
tion.of the people, was qulte enough, without its
being aggravated in a thousand different ways by
the agents of théir enemies in France. - It will

ever be a subject of deep regret to the: friends of '

Spain-and humanity, ‘that : the  glorious -events of

March last;were not also marked by an immediate
__amnesty in favour of the. Af‘rancesados Inrecal-

ling those of their own friends +who had been driven
from. their : country subsequently to: the return of
Ferdinand, the Liberales were bound in justice and-

honour to extend a similar indulgence ‘to ‘the. fol-

lowers of King Joseph : in omitting to bury - -

the senseless animosities of the past, the men who'

were brought back to power by the army of La
"Isla and its 1mmortal chiefs, have lost their surest

claim to the applause of contemporarles and adm1-
Tation of posterity.

The patriots of 1812, must have known that
none of the old laws of the monarchy were appli-
cable to the Afrancesados, an important fact fully
recogmsed by the Cortes * while the former h1s-

* Augustin Arguelles 'the present minister of the intérimg, was
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tory of Spain teemed with precedents in favour of
unconditional amnesty; nor.do they require.to be
told that conciliation was never more called for by
the. situation of any .country.” Upon the whole,
and after a most careful examination of ‘the sub-
ject, I am truly sorry to be obliged to confess that
it has heen. totally out of my power to discover
one rational motive for the policy of the. present
ministers towards the adherents of J oseph Bo-'
naparte._‘ . : G
. If those who come after us, ﬁnd some dn‘ﬁculty
in giving credence to the accumulated atrocities
_of Ferdinand VIL’s government while he.was a _
despot in the hands of a cruel and sanguinary fac-
~ tion, they will not be easﬂy prevailed on to believe:
that many months were suffered to elapse after the
re-establishment of a constitution founded on- the
immutable basis of liberty and justice, before the
Afrancesados obtained. permission even to cross:
the frontler, much less return to the bosom of then'.
’ famlhes ! TR ' 2 i

foremost among those who mamtamed thls doctrme m the Cortes
of 1812. i
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FESA B REVIVAL OF. PERSECUTION.

REIGN OF Tmmon
“us Factlon -—Plans formed ‘at Valen;ay —Pollcy suggested by the ng’s Sxtu-

ation’? Perﬁdy of hls ‘Advisers.— Breaches- of Faith wnth t‘ne Publlc (‘redxtors. i
; ~Rest1tutlon of Church Property —Fraudc practlsed on French Creditors. —
Effect of New Measures —-Sy=tem of Fmanw and Taxation. -—Selﬁsh Con- e
“duet of the Priesthood. .—Royal Order'in their Favour,—Bribery and Corrup-_
« tion at Court and in the Tribunals. Z Facility of ; Impnsonment —Denuncid-" :
tions, —-Inqmsltlon -—Bnndlth —-Anecdotes of Melchor’s Band —-Treatment. :
of Forexgners, especmlly of Brmsh sub]ects —Restnctlons on Eughqh Com-_ ]

merce. —Commelcml Treaties. ~Tntercourse between the: Courts of London

and Maﬂrld —nght in -which Spam was regarded by other’ Nutlons, and by"

the Holy Alliance. in Par ticular. —Congress of Vienna. —-Abohtlon of the
Slave’ Trade.—~Administration ‘of Plzarro —-Umted States
: Saymg of Ferdmand ; i PER e

REFLECTING on the general state of' Europe ati :
the period- of Ferdinand’s return; and’ recollect- :

ing those i 1mpresswe lessons Wh1ch the* Brench re:

Volutlon and its war of twenty-ﬁve years, had ¢
given to so.verelgns ‘and ' their ministers, it is im:-
Poss1ble not to attribute to the bhndest mf'atua— _

tion, united to" the worst 1ntent1ons, the revwal
of that system, of which the’ f'oregomg account

of the persecuted patrlots oﬁ"ers but a very feeble

lllustratlon At bl g BE T

Percelvmg that the dlplom.mc representatwesi ;

of the' Alhed Powers, assembled at Paris in 1814,

took no precautlom f'or mamtammg the Cons’m-f 5

Fibog,
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Conduct of the Alhed Powers — ’VIotlves of the Semle» :

: Kemarkuble_
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tut1on, or protectmg the persons of those who

: had 50 mamly contr1buted to their. recent t11umph

over Napoleon, ‘every sentlment of _reason and
humanity, no  less than a sense of' What Was due
to their own interests, must have suggested a line -
of pohcy d1ametr1cally opposed to that adopted
by the restored Mona1 ch and his adv1sers Where
the path of' duty was 0 clearly traced 1t Would
be a perversmn of Justlce to sho ¢ Smallest
mdulgence towards men, Whose crimes w’e‘r'é pre¥
meditated, and an affectation of candour to ascr1be

to error or 1gnorance the permc1ous conduct 80,

: ewdently the result of unpr1nc1pled hypocnsy

 Were it not for the plans formed at Valenqay,

« and which were s0. well seconded by the serv1le

i

: ‘factlon and pnesthood here, amnesty and conc111a- ‘
- tion, such as had been proclanned by Louis XVIII., '

and guaranteed by Feldlnand in his 1ast treaty

‘ with Napoleon, would no doubt, have become the:

basis of . his future government It is. really
astomshmg, how th1s Prince,. W1th all h1s weak-'

- mess. and 1nexper1ence, could have been prevalled

on; to pursue a,: course, $0 Wldely dlﬁ’erent Whel'e |

: the motwes to. act with 1ndulgence and modera-

ratron seemed 1rres1st1b1e I need hardly repealt

that. klnd of treatment: Whlch was_due. to his
people;; as to, the. legrslators of Cadiz, they had

.estabhshed eternal claims to his grat1tude, wh]le
those, of Bayonne merely acted in obedlence to
the peremptory 1n3unct10ns of h1mse1f aﬂd

.Charles IV.
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In alluding to the events of the last six years,
it has been justly observed, that-the Genius of -
evil had taken possession of the, land ; “for, " into
‘whatever department of administration you look,
the samie injustice and prodigality; oppression and
imprbvidence, strike the eye. : The examples I
~ am about to adduce, will enable you to-judge,
whether lawless violence on ‘the one hand, and
patient endurance on the other, have not been
carried as far in Spam, as under the most ga]lma
despotisms of ancient or ‘modern times. ‘-

It was: well worthy -of - those who persuaded
Ferdmand to-govern in the manner “of his "an-
Bestors; to- commence by adoptmg that - principle _

of, expedlency familiar to former 1e1gns “When

th> boundless extravagance ‘of 'the -Court, 'and
its repeated  'breaches of - good faith with . the
public cred1tor, had reduced the- kingdom to-a
- state bor dermg on. bankruptcy, it is" worthy to
be remarked, that to remedy the numerous-evils
arising from the financial embarrassments, one ‘of
the first measures of Joseph’s government was to
suppress the monastlc estabhshments, and- appro-
Priate their revenues ‘to paying ' off -the nat1ona1
debt." ThlS salutary -decree was afterwards con-

firmed by the Cortes:a’ great -number of the :

estates were: accordmgly sold by pubhc auction 3
and many had even passed -into- the hands-of:a
- third purchaser. - -Several creditors were- pald in
grants ofthese’ national domams, vand-as some
holders of stock had lent large sums in the 1e1gn
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. of Charles IX., and even Ph1l1p Yo they were of
course, entitled to the principal and arrears of

interest suspended in 1808.
- 'The re-establishment of the smkmg fund dlS- '
sipated by the old king, Godoy, and -the panders
of -the Court, was amongst the most useful and

‘popular. measures of the -Cortes of 1812, which -
had also added the estates of the holy office to o
‘those of- the convents, already appropriated: by

the ministers of King Joseph. Such was the con-

 fidence inspired by “this. arrangement, that the

Vales Reales, almost extinct on the abdication of
Charles IV., were at a considerable premium on
the restoration- of his son. A foundation having
been thus laid 'for /the revival of public credit,
and a provision made ‘for reimbursing - those who

thad, vainly relied on the faith of the former go-

vernment, Spain - enjoyed the novel prospect of
future prospenty» when a Royal Order,. dated on

_the 20th of May, 1814, decreed the restitution of

all ‘church property, whether belonging to : the-
convents or Inquisition, without making any dis-
tinction between the estatés which were actually

' sold, those remaining in the possession of the first

purchaser, orthat had passed-into the hands of a

third -person. Neither was the purchase-money

to be returned, or the smallest compensation made
for expences- incurred. for building and other im-
provements. It would have been impossible for
the prevailing -faction to'devise a more eﬁ'ectual
mode for completely destroying the hopes of the
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nation, and cdﬂnteracting‘v at one blow all the.

benefits derived from the Cortes and. government,
of King Joseph. - But this fatal edict was no less.
ruinous in a mnational point of view, than by its:
operation on individuals; more particularly the
Afrancesados, many of whom had: made large
purchases .in church lands. * A number - of  fo-

reigners, who had speculated in these domams,i

~were also defrauded of their property in the same,
*unceremonious way. To prove how perfectly
indifferent .the' ministers of Ferdinand were to
public opinion, it is said -that.the Council of
Castile was never. consulted on the propriety of
issuing- such ‘a_decree, so that it emanated alto-
, gethe1 from the Camarilla.

. The conduct of the ministry was marked by ,

dnother breach: of faith; if. possible more palpable
“than the above; .one that proves there was: no.

degradation . to which they ‘- could not ' submit.

Amongst ' the. stipulations exacted from France
- on the re-establishment of the Bourbons, it was

agreed that all debts contracted by the French

~Government and. authorities here, should be li-
*. quidated with as little delay as possible. . Pur-
suant to this arrangement, several Spanish subjects
had actually recovered considerable .sums from
the ministers of Louis XVIIL. . When this cir-
Cumstance was communicated-to Macanaz and his
friends, a Royal Order appeared, calling upon all
those who had monies due from the Frerich Go-
Vernment, to place the vouchers and other papers

- . : . Sy ian R —
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authenticating their claims, in the hands of a
junta,” stated by the Royal Order to have been
named for the express purpose of aiding the cre-

~ ditors' to recover the ‘amount- of their respective
" debts. No sooner had the Central Junta, as-it .

was styled,  commenced its-operations, than thou-
sands of the creditors came forward and delivered

. up their accounts, fully relying-on the paternal
- solicitude expressed for their interests in the Royal

Order. :As soon as the Central Junta had suc-
ceeded in collecting the papers of the various clai-
‘mants; another Board of Commissioners, entitled
La Junta Real, or Royal Junta, was appointed to
act at Paris, in order, as announced by the official
Gazette of Madrid, to receive the different debts
‘and distribute- them “to the ‘creditors. . Thus far
matters could not: proceed better ; the claimants
were full of hope, and already thought the money
in- their possession ;- their expectations were still
farther encouraged by the facility which attended

~ the recovery of those sums claimed previous' to

the nomination of the Juntas. Having ascertained
that the principal part of ‘their debts were paid at
Paris, the creditors naturally applied to the Junte
Central here; but: what was their- astonishment
on being told that there were still various difficul-

' ties ‘to" surmount, and they must therefore pa-

tiently await the result. On another occasions
the wants of the Government were alleged as the
cause of withholding the monies thus recovereds
‘but all the parties concerned were assured of final

\
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p.ayment.'\“ In this manner were the  ¢reditors put
off from year: to-year; till- they at length-disco-
vered that the whole of the money received-at |
Paris was appropnated to ‘the - private uses' of
persons about the Court: nor have the -claim- |
ants been ever. able to procure a farthmg of thelr 4
ploperty thus flagitiously ‘seized. sl v
~As the: continuéd -exigencies of the war! had
teduced-all classes’ of “the people to -a state of
comparative poverty,. the immense possessions
now restored to the Priesthood.and: Inquisition,
must have' produced a twofold effect ;- first, in
depriving those entrusted ‘with the: management
of the finances, of the only means of sustaining
‘public, credit; - and in-the next place; by destroy-
ing all confidence in ‘the restored government.
While thousands of the’ monks and priests; who
had been recently taught to live by their industry
or assisted in defendmw their_country, flocked to
Te- people the - convents, and occupy the church
livings, the ministers were devising méans to
Supply the deﬁc1ency occasmned by the decree of
May 20th. Every thmg being brought back to -
COrrespond with- the system of rule pursued pre-
vious to 1808, many excellent regulations esta-
blished by the ministers of Joseph and the Cortes
Were ‘of coursé ‘abolished, while a mode of taxa-
tion ‘the most’ unjust ‘and arb1trary supplied their
place, In addition to fresh imposts on houses,
 langs, and articles of . .consumption, . exorbitant
duties were lald on the 1mports of ever y countly

\
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in amlty with: Spain ; and strange as it .may
appear, British commerce was more heav1ly taxed .
than that of any other nation.
- Finding that new taxes only prevented the pay-
ment of those already imposed, recourse was had
‘to forced loans, which, though generally unproduc- L
tive, became indispensable to a government con- -
ducted upon such.principles. To prove how:little
‘the clergy sympathised in the sufferings of the
people, or cared for the ministers, it is worthy’
of rémark, that though exempted from the pay-
ment of various charges on the tythes and other
property decreed by the Cortes*, when now called
upon to fill up a loan negociating by the Govern-
ment, on the condition that the réimbursement of -
"whatever they advanced should be' guaranteed on
a very productive tax, the utmost they did to-
wards meeting the wishes of Government, was to

* This most indulgent decree was issued on the 24th of June,
1814, and is couched i in the following terms -—

“ The esteem and cons1derat10n in which I hold the clergy
of ‘my kmgdoms, and of which they have rendered themselves
so worthy by their piety and zeal for the good of the state; the
conﬁdence I entertain that they will hasten, as they have always
done, to contribute with generosity to the wants of the state,
.determine me to exempt the property and tythes of the clergY

-.from those lmposts and -contributions to which they were sub-
jected by the decrees of Jan. 25th, 1811, and June 16th, ]812,
issued by ‘the Cortes (self-styled) general and extraordmal'y
These decrees will therefore be regarded as null and void.”

' - . (Signed) L FERD(MND
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~ come forward ‘with’ a ‘tenth part of the sum re-
- quired, and which had been even offered in the'
first instance by themselves. Thus much for the
gratitude of a body, for. ‘whose sake the nation.
was reduced to this deplorable condition. -~ -
The natural result of such disorder in.the -
finances, and poverty . amongst" the. people, was -
an impossibility, on the part’ of government, to
pay any of its servants with regularity ; hence, a
system of bribery and corruption unequalled in
the most aban‘don'ed(\ period of -Spanish history. -
The daily traffic in places even of the highest
rank, ‘facility of "bribing the Judges and -their
dependents, not' to mention the various other
/‘means resorted to for infliencing the decrees of
 the trlbunals, is a matter so well known, - ‘and of
 such public notoriety here, that to adduce a few
isolated - ¢ases - might ‘appear invidious; particu-
larly where the whole community seems to have
been carried along by the: fatal example of those -
who had usurped all the power of the state.- The
case of the Prime Minister, Macanaz, already no-
ticed, ‘furnishes a pretty fair illustration’ of - the
manner in which the affairs of this country were
administered. » Each head of a department, \evéry
judge and other public functionary, had his train
of agents who coalesced with him in"the work
“of corruption. = As to the Court, there were no

means of obtalmng patronage or protection there,

except through the influence of money or prosti-
tution .of virtue. All the avenues fo the royal .
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: presence were occup1ed by persons ever ready to v
" take & ‘bribe, or abuse -the. confidence of " their

" master’; and although it should alsobe' stated in ‘v
~ proof of ‘Ferdinand’s disposition to hear the com-

plaints of his subjects, that he ‘was at one time

* extremely accessible, those around him took good -

care that none of 'his good: intentions - should. be
put.into’ execution. . What was the use; it has been
asked, for any one to obtain a promise, When its
fulfilment depended on the faith of such men. as

T ~ Alagon, Ostolaza, and Lozano de Torres? - ‘With

respect to the ministers of state, the  practiceof.

“offering them bribes through secretaries and other

followers, had become SO Commoi, - that it ceased ‘
to ‘excite either ‘indignation or surprise: ‘was @'

slucratlve appointment  to be-obtained, a contract
‘entered into, or a trading licence procured, the'
“applicant had only to ““‘put money in his purse,”

* wait on the minister’s- conﬁdentlal man. of busi-

ness, and he was sure of success, except another
had come better provided.with the needful. :-Did.

any person, feel anxious to obtain a favourable de-
cision in. the courts of law, he hastened to the
judge or fiscal (always accessible to such visitors),
told. his story, and presented a douceur; upon
which positive assuliences of support were given,
even though the termination of the ‘causes might -

~ never. be contemplated. - When favours were 't0
~ e solicited by those who could not’ themselves
A visit the cap1tal a wife, a sister, or other femalee-

‘relative was deputed to ‘supply their place-hére;
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of the immense numbers who were. thus employed
during the last six year s, I have been conﬁdently
informed that very.few succeeded in obtaining
the object of their solicitude, without" sacrifices
which rione but villains hmdened in , profligacy

“and callous to the dictates of v1rtue would have ‘

_Tequired®,. .+ LR e

If, upon any occadsion, a l1t10'ant happened to
obtain a favourable decree in the courts, his oppo-
nent, by paying a sufficient bribe, found no- diffi-
culty in procuring a royal order to .suspend, or
even reverse the judgment.v Of the numerous
anecdotes in circulation here to 111ustrate thls sin-

gular fact, I shall only mention the case of Ma- -

‘dame Piedra of Cadiz.” Property tothe ‘amount

-of":18,000,000 of reals having been withheld from

this lady by the executors -of' her late Thusband,
-she. went. to la,W for its recovery, and a verdict
was given in her favour by the Supreme-Tribunal
of - Seville and Council of Castile. - Notwithstand--
ing the exact: umformlty of these two decmons,

‘her adversaries, - the holders of the property, suc-

* . (T I £ gt i,
The antichambers of ministers and court favourites were.con- -

stantly thronged with females of various ranks and ages, ﬁom a

: duchess down to thie peasant’s daughter. " Some.idea of the estx-
" ‘mation in whlch many of these ladies were held, may be formed,
When it is added w1thout fear of contrudlchon, that the hbertmes
of the capital were in the ha.blt of frequcntmg these female -
levees, for the sole " purpose of cultlvatmo‘ the good opuuon, and
'formmv assxlrnatxons thh :the fair suitors!

M2
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-ceeded "in procurmg a royal order, through the
“medium of Lozano de T orres, Minister of Grace -
and Justice, by which both the above decrees
‘were suspended, nor has she to this day been able \

| to obtain any farther satisfaction. Ol
Referring to the tribunals, every shadow ‘of
equ1ty and justice had disappeared in them: the
only care of those appointed to administer the
laws, seemed to be that of increasing the number of
litigants, for they never dreamt of terminating a )
‘cause- once submitted to their -consideration.
‘Such was the facility of throwing any"person into.
, pr1son, and the avidity for victims, that it was only
“necessary for the accuser to appear before a judge,
go through the ceremony - of makmg his declara-
‘tion, and the obJect of hatred or revenge, no matter
how'itinocent, whether a relative or friend, was
‘instantly consigned to a dungeon, there to re- -
‘main for an indefinite period. It ‘ought to be
‘added in order to ‘complete the picture, that of
the many thousands thus' committed -during ‘the
_‘reign of terror, and where the partles proved their
perfect innocence, there is not an instance on
- record of - any pumshment bemg mﬂ1cted on their

calumniators. - . : :
While the various commissions. f'or the trial of
the patrlots, were occupied 'in * prosecuting for
" political opinions, the civil courts did not fail
to encourage that system of endless l1t1gat10n
. which formed so prominent ‘a feature under the
former reign. Nor was the inquisition idle: this.
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tribunal possessed all the powers with which it
* had been originally invested ; numerous arrests
took place by . its . mandates, and although the
- mode of punishing its victims may have been 1n; .
many, - instances less ‘cruel’than heretofore, thef'
motives of arrest and 1mprlsonment were | equally
unJust and frivolous. A

_The inevitable consequences of th1s corrupt and
iniquitous- system of rule, were almost coeval
with its commencement —-—-1ndustry and commerce
became as it were extmct ~all the: pubhc w01ks, ~
projected or begun under the Cortes were aban-
doned 3 the charitable institutions and hOSpltalsv
were also sha.mefully neglected, while the prisons
of the Peninsula, became one general scene of
disease, wretchedness and 1mmorahty

Driven to the last resource of poverty, goaded
to madness by their tyrants civil; religious, and
poht1cal as well -as encouraged by the weakness
of the government numbers of" the ‘peasantry

left the fields where cultlvatlon held out no hopes - .

of reward, and joining the numerous deserters
from the army, formed themselves into band1tt1,
who secured the' province, 1mpedmg all commu- -
nication, and spreadmg terror in every direction,
The orgamzatmn of these marauders, and perf'ect
lmpumty with which their depredatlons were con- -
tinued for several , years, was never . exceeded
even in a country celebrated for such assocmtlons.
It would in fact have been impossible :for a well
disciplined body of regular troops, led -on by. an
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 dblé -general, - to obtain more complete possession’
-+ of that portion of iEstremaaura,l‘,thfot’lgh which'

 the high- road from Lisbon-to Madrid Ppasses,
than the well-known band " of Melchor composed.
of many hundred individuals, most of whom had
served ‘in ‘the -Guerilla Corps dunng the war of
mdependence.* " ‘ Vlias, STl

Gy W

‘ '[‘hc depredatlons of this band were contmued for more:
‘ than three vears when they did not assassmato, they were in the
- habit of Tretaining the captives till ransomed: the sums demandéd ,
depend'ed on the rank of the prisoner, and his probable ‘means
“of payment. . Several Fnglish . travellers . were, plurdered and
.sacnﬁced by them., :Melchor their chicf, was_one of the most »
Acool and, determined robbers of modern tlmes, but W1thout a
' partlcle of that- chivalrous spirit whxch dlstmgulshed his prede—
cessors of the séventeenth century, Tike those of whom Le Sage
and Schiller have conveited into such fascmatmg heroes.”
I Whenever there happened to be a dearth of travellers on the.
road . Melchor - took’ post - in the nelghbourhood of . Badajos,
Cuidad Rodngo or some other town in_its vicinity ; hence lettem,'

wero dispatched to one or two rich proprietors, desiring they

would drive so many head of cattle; dep051t certain ‘articles of
merchandlze« or a sum of money, in a partlcular spot onsuch a.
day, at the perll of their lives.  One'of the commission which
was at last named to rid the province of. this terrific association,
and_ thh whom I travelled  from Zaragoza, to. th;s plaée, has
assured me, he had heard of no single instance, - in whlc;:l these
preremptory invitations of Melchor were not scrupulously obeyed.
,Hud it heen Othel'WlSe, ‘'said he; thelr fate Would most assuredly
fmve been decided by a stilletto. ‘ e i
" Next to Melchor's band,: that wluch‘occupxed the pasaes of

- the Siera, Morena, -was most dreaded; like the predatory hero of

E‘stremadura, s, leader also enJoyed the privilege | of 1mpumty,
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- Such bemg a specimen’ of the internal state of ,
Spam from 1814, till the insurrectionof La Isla,
and the ‘treatment experlenced by all classes of
the people, it cannot be matter of surprise,” that
those foreigners who ventured to trust their, per-
sons and property in this country, could find no se- -
curity for either : p]under, 1nd1scr1m1nate plunder,
being - the great object, as well with the moun-
~ tain robber; as the minister of state, or underling
of ‘office, - there was not much di’stinétion made
- between individuals or the nations to- Wthh they
: belonged It is, however, a remarkable circum-
stance, and not unworthy of record, that, when-
ever an opportumty occurred of plundermg a Br1- _

tish sub_]ect or exercising acts of wanton tyranny, | S

he was selected in preference’ to- the ' native of
every other country. . Corisidering the nature of -
~ our previousalliance with Spain, and the fact ofour :
having: virtually placed/ Ferdinand on the throne, it
was hardly to be expected, that his gratitude -
~would have been manifested by 1ay1n0' unprece-
denfed imposts ‘on our manufactures ; throwing .
our melchgnts into prison, and stripping them - of

N

llntﬂ the' gxound occup‘ed by lns followers mxght be regarded as
23 Canuered tetritory. - To prove ‘that neglect and inditference -
on the part of the government was alone the cause of their
Success _the’ specuﬂ commission ha.d not been appointed ‘more
: than ‘a few months, when it succeeded in' dispersing’the free-
bOOters, of whom, not less than seventy, Wlth Melchor at their
head were executed.’ R A e Ty

[ SRERY
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their property, without any cause in t}le“ first in-
stance, or eventually showing the smallest incli-
nation to afford them compensation and address. «:
' While Spain presented this scene of injustice, -
anarchy and crime, there was no want of that
hypocrisy* which is also, in other countrles, the -
~ inseparable attendant-‘on corruptlon ‘and ' misgo-

vernment. - After what: I have stated relatlve to“ ‘

~.the  general administration of affairs;- you will
find some’ difficulty in ‘believing that, in. the
* midst of such unexampled cupidity, ‘and vice
“emanating directly from those possessed of all
the power, various decrees should be pr omulgated
for the encouragement of knowledge and virtue !
By a " decree issued in 1815, 'six agricultural
'schools were: established  in the | chief pr()vmcml
.. cities, .of the’ Peninsula ; accmdmg to another
royal order, ecclesiastical “benefices - of 4 - certain
“class, together with pens1ons of a partlcular de- .
scription, hitherto chargeable on church. pro-
‘perty, were appropnated to the support of paro-
‘chial seminaries, houses of industry and hospitals:
The * preamble of a third was in the following

- words; his Majesty being thoroughly convmced

that i 1gnorance is the parent of every error and |
‘crlme, to which human nature is liable, 'and that
a solid instruction is thé most efficacious mode of
combating the one, and destroying the othef,
has named a junta, which shall be charged . with
drawing out a plan of general educatlon for all
the youth of . his kingdom !

! i
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At a mo1e recent perrod of this fr1ghtful relgn,
orders Were ‘published ‘ and steps ‘taken to: intro=
duce "the- Lancasterlan 'systemi but T need not
say the’ obJect in thus talkmg of: amehoratlon, ‘

. was rather with a view of amusing the muiltitude
with' f'alse hopes, and drawing their attention from
what was passing, than to put a smgle measure of :

national. ut111ty into execution. ;i <

Spain'‘has mnot only:! been- acted onuby “that' -

‘«rene1a1 1mpulse which had produced sostriking &

‘:chanoe in pubhc op1n1on throughout Europe, but: -

there ‘were particular causes whichmade ‘any:
attempt to re-establish despotlsm in the’ Pemnsula ;

: pecuharly difficult’ and unwise. S0’ many supers:
stitions had’ been torn up by the roots diring’ ther -
Fretich * invasion-= superstmons ‘alike connected:

Twith the! old ecclesxastmal as well as'the civil des=;.
p0t1sm, that a'determination’'to re—engraft the

blind servility of the sixteenth century upon'. the:

lnformatmn-—though not " ‘indeed very generally
diffused—of the'nineteenth; was as vain as it was-
darmg “A nobler example of effective strength :
O’rowmg out of seeming disorganization and’ weak-

‘ness, Was never presented than that of the resist-:
ance ‘of Spain to French aggression 3 for o caleus:

lation, founded upon an honest compauson -of the: -

stlenoth of 'the hostile partles, could have ant101-f :

pated the final ‘result.’ That result was: brouwht-‘

about | by a bold but uncalculatmcr obstinacy.- The:

' enemy is" there''and must’ be’ extirpated 1’ - ‘The.
,Spamards never contrasted their inefficient: means, .

& ,*
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~ of defence with the gigantic power against which' :
~ they had to-struggle, but. every patriot knew: he
was something in: the balance’; he’ brought that
.somethlng—each did what he could, and all was
done.’ e Sl R e
. But:in the course of events, a singular change
could not but be produced in the public mind.
Though the name of the King had become one
of ‘the ‘watchiwords of the friends of ’ liberty—
though his youth, ‘his : ‘exile, his . 1mpr1sonment
“had all served as motives .of sympathy towards
him, and as O"rounds of abhorrence towards Na-
v poleon and his government, it could not be foi- -
~gotten that Ferdinand, as an individual, had. (done.
nothing for :the cause of. independence, but, on.
.the contrary, had demeaned himself by the lowest -
prostrations and the most cringing servility at the
feet of the TFrench Emperor “An absolute mo—‘ |
narch then was no necessary ally of national 1nde- N
- pendence, and was not quite so closely connected -
~ with national glmy and . reputatlon as: courtrers;»
had represented On the other hand, the events. :
which broke up. the. monast1c ‘'system..in,, Spaln, }f
" they served: to'excite ! feelings “of . ‘indignation,
- against the irreligious intruders; and to lead the,
people to sympathlse more deeply with thelr_i{
' v1ct1ms,‘brought the. regular; clergy into contact,'
with-the nation, . and ® dissipated all’ the ~delusions,
‘which' had been created: by a belief. of their: pe-:
culiar sanctity’ and - virtue. Hitherto; they had.
' ,only been' seen surrounded by the splendour, andl ‘
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forming part of the spléndour, of a’gorgeous’and

ceremonial religion ; their idle habits, their secret -
vices; were excluded from general' observation—
but as they mingled w1th the: mass ‘of - mankind,
they were found' to possess a’ very: suﬂic1ent_.
portion’ of human’ errors.” That personal respect ‘
which' had 'been created by fraud ‘working upon

folly, began to dissipate where the' fraud was un.

veiled  and - the folly . partly- enlightened. -/ The - s

“ mighty stream of tendency”’ cannot be turned
backward by idle words, even from the lips of
© royalty,: though modern Canutes will not learn
_thisdimportant lesson,: iooiiin B bt andidiing
~The arbitrary and systematlc restmcnons upon
‘commerce have long béen one’ of ‘the: ‘chief ‘chat 25
racteristics and heaviest: opprobnums ‘of Spanish
policys:: Under the government of Ferdinand,
these restr1ctlons have been tlghtened and’ ren-'

dered more numerous ;¢ but commerce thrives in

the' sunshine ‘of freedom ; ‘it is necessarily chilled : ; :
and contracted by the gloom of despotism. .The - -

- hateful” sp1r1t ‘andalmost the ‘whole™ machmeryq
of the old Spamsh despot1sm, Was, howeve1, re-

_ Stored by the measures of Ferdmand il T

“The Jealousy agamst ‘the” interests of' Britain;
which' had " been’ implanted by the pol1cy of
France, took a’ ‘deeper 'root under the calamitous
influence” of his government, - But ‘ this - beloved :
Klng, as he has been often called, ‘would “have
acted - mcons1stent1y if he had not d1splayed' his
_ 1’ilgratntude towards the - British, ‘who' had “taken.
80 leadmg, 50 essentlal, so commandmg a part,

!
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~in. the promotion:of  his (déliverance, -and in the

ac,corhplishxﬁent‘ «of -his restoration, sincé:"~ he had
displayed- such deep, 'such ' signal, such: unex-

ampled ingratitude- towards ‘many: of the most
meritorious and . energetic of his:own  country- -

men;-to so many of those politicians and military
officers who . had 50 - materlally contrlbuted to
| brmg about the same. result. - taairilel

Spam, but:a few. centurles ago, was . one of the
most -powerful ;and -important, countries in :the

‘world. - How many. obeyed ‘how many’ opposed,

how many dreaded, how many admlred her ! Of
politicians and of historians, she was one :of the

0

~ principal themes. By tyranny, by blgotry, and

by the hateful operatlon of the Inqu1s1t10n by un-
Tecessar’y wars, by the excessive size of her foreign

possessions, by the estabhshment of . ‘monopolies,
and by the impolitic expulsmn of a:large propor:
~ tion of the .most active and industrious of her in-

habltants, she has been extremely weakened, and
has become . qu1te a . secondary- power : ;but her

native - energies, . her ; latem; capa,blhtles, are; still
great . and. _extensive, ,:On, the: altar of ‘freedom’

her genius may, be rekindled, and her, poht}cal v

regeneration w111,.1t may | be. expected be found
t0 be the commencement,, of 4 new era. of ha,pp1-'
ness;. and prospenty But scarcely is- 1t to be.
hoped,. that  its dawnmgs will be; unclouded by

'dlﬁﬁicultles and disasters.. .

.. With respect . to-. Spam and Great Brltam,, a .
: Jud1c10us commercial treaty.is one of, the greatestz ,
des1derata.. Spam is one, of the most - agrlcul-
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turally productwe, and: Great Bntam isione'of -
the most industrious countries in’ Europe; at the L
same time that it is super-eminent in skill.” If we
consider the diversities of climate, of produce,’ of
" marnufactures, and of capital, il Great Britain and
‘Spain, | the proximity ‘of the two countr1es, and
also the mrcumstance that France is, from" 1ts'
situation, : its ' extensive * population, - its" vast' re-
sources, | the - enterprising genius - of «its ‘people;
the similarity of its productions to each country,
decidedly independent.: of ‘both; no'‘two states
/in Europe are better calculated  for ‘entering into -
the«closest: commercial i relations  than ‘the ' two
former: Each country has'many wants which ‘the
other can best supply. A:long "permd must elapsé
before  Spain can become a great manufacturmg _
country: in: her present scatcity ‘of skill ‘and ‘pe-
cuniary ' capital, and  whilst her p0pu1a.t10n isiso-
scanty, when it is compared with the productwe-f
Tess of 1ts c11mate and the fertlhty of its® soﬂ ’5

Change of' many of her super-abundan’é producttons: _
for many ‘of our super-abundant mamufactures.

‘Our manufactures, if ‘we' consider their’ prrce and

their: intrinsic value, do, “on' the': whole, ‘surpass
those of - every other country 5 and Our merchants
have - the: largest pecuniary ‘means,” and, if we
- SXcept perhaps our descendants, the Anglo-Amer'

Ticans, the boldest spirit ‘of enterprise; . ¥ =

Ta the British, the wool, the wines, the 011 the: . ¢

fruit, ‘and. the barilla, are alt vérj»acceptable; and,
if her government were w1se, they ‘would mere:
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‘extens1vely encourage that neo“lected department ;

of ‘their agricultural economy, the plantation of

~-mulberry! trees, with the increase of silk-worms
- and of silk. ' It is: true, the Spanish 'wool is be-
~ come an'object of less consequence to the British*

merchant and manufacturer than’ it formerly was,
because the wool of Germany, under the restricted

- name of Saxony, has been greatly improved, and

has become so acceptable’ in ‘our manifactories:

_ But, on the other hand, Spain has much less Wwool
“to. export than she had at thé commencement: of

the' present- century, - because: herflocks have

been - thinned from:: the - effects~ of' the 1 war, |
“and the: rapac1ty of: the French;: very many of

her " sheep havmg been sold and Very many

slaughtered EIHE SRRV ol e
-/Never did. the statesmen of : any country lose

more . favourable opportunities- of promoting the

manufactures. and commerce of their country, than

did the representatlves of Great Britain dufing the
epoch of the Congress of Vienna, and during'the

~drawing up-of the articles of the treaty of Paris, and
- at.the period. of its- conclusion. - It was a:critical’ -
* and commanding moment; the great advantages of

which they ought to. have seized:: To’ Spain-the

same - remarks " are apphcable "How: 1mportant, -

- how substantial, how splendid: had- been our :ser-
- vices- with: respect: to- that - country, and ‘at: one
time, how great was- our. influence ! ‘The- basis:of
“a, treaty of commerce,’ advantageous to both* coun- :

tries, most beneficial to the agricultirists and con- -
sumers and. ﬁnances of - Spam, -and: to athe 1ndusfry
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and commerce of Brltaln, mlght have been broadly '

as well as beneﬁcmlly laidiis b ity i 1

“The privileges ' of - British subJects have often ;

been violated, and 'their. honourable pursuits: and
commercial .’ undertakmgs frequently Vthwatrted
under the -iron sway. of Ferdinand. . (i

- What Bourgoing says of his’ countrymen ante-
| cedently to.the period of the French tevolution,
will perhaps be thought applicable with still more

force- to the: British in ‘Spain :—¢ The privileges

of foreigners were not' more frequently: violated:
in regard to any ‘other nation: than' the  French, .

because the latter have more :than : any: other ‘

' f01e1gners of that kind of industry which irritates,
and of that kind of success which excites jealousy.,
Governments, like individuals, : often “vent . their.

spleen upon their best friends, while their 01_v_11_1t1es;,
are reserved ‘for indifferent powers whom they

dread, or to ‘whom they think, 11: thelr 1nterest to.

show indulgence.® it 2o i A :
A commercial : tr edty between Spam and. the

united ., kingdom of. Great Butam and; Ireland,.

,Whlch should.. reﬂect credit on -the abilities and, ‘

‘Vlgﬂance of ‘a_British dlplomatlst would plevent

in future such vexatious infringements - upon; the.
equitable rlghts of Bntlsh merchants 1es1dent m(\'

Spa’ln L Lty 3 8 ! "; 2

oIt is the 1nterest of Spam to. cultlvate 1ather
the . -commerce?, of ; Great,: Britain - than' i that of’
FraHCe, because the productmns of: the chmate{

)\)
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4

and soﬂ of France' are - not suﬂimently distin.
guished from those of Spain to be'valuable to the-
latter country, and because Great Britain must be -
‘acknowledged (even ‘the  legislators :of - France

~would themselves acknowledge it,) to be decidedly
superior in the. greater number  of her :manufac-

tures, if ‘we take jointly into cons1derat10n the1rf

£ vauetles their qualities, and their prices..

~‘The loss - of her: American ‘ colonies Wﬂl make

" Spain less fond of restrictions, and less prone to

mdulge a narrow' and Jealous system. - European
commerce bemg become * more " “impottant, will

‘occupy in her eyes a broader space. The estab-
*lishment of political freedom will ‘also - occasion

her ‘to” become ' a''more des1rable ‘and " eligible

country, w1th Whlch trade can be extenswely

calned O, 47 s

~'The Spanish restr1ct1ons on trade have in a

| great degree defeated their own’ ‘purpose. They

have tended to separate her colonies from the

- mother country; and contributed to render smug

gling tmumphant “at the same- timie that they
have assisted in occasmmng forelgners to carry on’
a large part of the commerce of Spam in the’ prln—

~ -cipal ports, as well as in those’ of her colonles In’

no country ‘has’ smuggling, in proportmn ‘to the 2

: general amount of its trade, been so extensive;

’

nor have smugglers ‘been’ so' numerous, “as i
Spaln. Bourgomg, ‘before “alluded ' to, who" WaS
secretary to the ‘French Tlegation " at Madrid; n-
the -year ‘1777, and minister plempotentlary&ln :
the same court in 1792, has some- admlrable ob-




