
SPAIN ' IN 1830. 377 .

•

know ·this,"...:.....and tUTning to another, and

shewing another paper,-" and you, my Lord,
know this;" and so ~n, .producing documents

that 'connected: every 'oue present with the

conspiracy; " 'and now, gentlemen," said he;

addressing theassembly, " you perceive that
1 hold in rny hands proofs of treason; yau
who have fomented¡ this rebellion, ' can 'put

it down; and T have instructions from his

majesty. if the rebellion be not put down

within forty-eight houra.-e-I. am sorry for the

alternative, gentlemen,-bt\t my instructions

__..----o are peremptory. to hang every one of you;
and it will be a consolatieu for you to know,
that the interests of t be· church shaU not

sufreF" for tbe king has already named suc

cessors to the vacant sees.' Tbis reasoning

waseffectual; the bishops knew the jnan
they .had to deal with j and within forty

eight hours, the insurrection was at an ende

Aman who threatens '-to hang a 'bench of
bishops, cannot surely be called an apos-

tolical. .. .
. At the saroeperiod, but before the ·conneil

had 'been ' called,' when Gerona was closely

pressed by the insurgents, the bishop dis-

r
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patched a : letter ' to the Conde de ' Espana;:

saying, :that it would be ~ecessary to give up

the city .to the besiegers. · The Conde, who'
very well knew: how the inclinations of the .
bishop Iay, .. and.what were the defences of
the city, but who also knew the infiuence
possessed -by him over the inhabitants, ' who ' ~

might force the troops to give it up, .wrote, .

in reply to the bishop, that his lordship being '.

upon. the spot, was no .doubt 'best able to .

jU'dge '-of:the state of 'tIle city -; 'and , adding, .

__._t_hat :along ,wit h tbe letter which 4e had sent
to tbe bishop, he hadalso .sent instructions ~o '
Gerona, that when . the en~m~ entered t he 

gate, thefirst thing the~ sheuld see, might be

the gibbet of a traitor bishop.

i t is generally understood thaf..butfor the

Conde . de-Espafia, the Frencharmy· would '

not have evacuated Spain; and tbat the king
was brought clown , to . 'Oatalunia with this .
ultimateobject. . .When the Condewas made '

_c~ptaill-general" he .. refused to .reside in 'Bar- "
cellona, because it was in possession of. the '

French .and he established hiinself at Tarra-·

gona. r.. He then advised the king to paya .
visit to Barcellona, and obtained permissiol~" . ,

j

..'
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to write tO . the French anthorities there t0 7
~ . . ': " ..

.prep.are for ohis majesty's reception. · . To .this
the ..French general replied; . that he 'would

receivethe .king, but not any guards ; .and the

Conde; who knew that such .would be . the
reply, . told the king ....that he was }nsulted;'

,~he king got angry; and refused ,too go to .Bar- ~

cellona; and even left .Catalunia..The French '.
general now suspected he had committed 'an
error, and hesentfor instructions;. .an ambas- .
sador was despatched in .consequence to .the .
king, who r was then at .Valencia, requesting ,

. t~know what we~e .bis majesty's wishes, ,

'I'IteConde; .e1~ España had been .- busily em- ,

ployed .in_,~he meaniWhile~ . '·HFi~i J.ílg Eer{] inan~

to .act .with spirit; .and .when # the . king ,vas '.
asked whathis wishes were, he : replied that. .
he .. wished theFrench army.to evacuate Spain..
The only pretext.for .the occupationof Spain,

was to defend the king; and the king declar
ing that he .wanted no .defence, .this ~ pretext
was 'at an .end .

, .:'I'he Conde. de .Espanais of.Frénchextrac

tion, but at an early age he. .entered into .the

service ofSpain, and by bis talentsandzeal, . .
he has raised himself'to the highest honour

I
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that could llave been eonferred UpOll. him.s-.

in having received for ..his.. title the name oí
the country that conferred it, The. count .
dislikes. . or· -affeots .to .dislike, - every .th ing

French, and.. likes, · or affects .:'.to like, every
thing ,Eriglish. He speaks English,fluently,

ando few tbings are more disagreeable toohim

than to be addressed in the French language.

. With respeet to political feeling in Barcel~

lona, 1 may say that, among theupper, ranks,

tbere is a secret wish for sorne change.s-sfor

___a-..lnilde;r government, less tyranny, and (J., free
~ress ; ' but there is no feeling in favour of
what is called 'a cQnstitutiQD~ At ,the time. .
the French revolution broke out~ tliele was

naturallx much excitement in Barcellona;
bu! 1 foúnd the universal .opinionof the best
informed classes to .be, that the state of moral
and political feelingumong-theOatalunians
must 'prevent the progress of any movement
'in the .. provinee , and thatno attempt 'in ' fa

vour of greater liberalism has the. smallest
probabilityof success O)) that side of Spain,

.unless by foreign interference. .When 1 was
in Barcellona, there were many Carlists

prisoners in the city; and before 1 left it,
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thirty -prisoners were .broughtfrom Zaragosa,
It was -generally -thought that :if the -Oonde

.de Espana had a carte blanche as to -the dis

posal of 'them; manyranu-riskiof visiting

Oeuta.

'.Thepublic buildings oí Barcellona arenot
deserviugof muchonotice, with theexception
of'the custom..house and -the cathedral. . The
cathedral ~ is light and beautiful, in the late

.Gcthio stile, with finely painted windows,

and achoirof wood workmanship of singular

clelicacy. The -convents, with theexception
01 toe Dominicans, . are ' without anyattrac
tion; : -In' that CGn¡v;en{ ~here "were ·'fermerly
some curioús .recatas ·,jn l1He cloisters, ~of~ ithe .

ll~re~ics' .who-had been :b~rnt, .frornfhe ~ year

1489 -to the year ~ 17-26 ; .bút these the monks

llave' thought proper-to remove. I sawno
thing in thé conventto attract .attention, ;ex
eepting a ~picture 'of-acel1tairi ' saintwho ¡Carne

from Majorca to Barcellona in six hours.with .
no otherboat 'thal1 .hiscloak. ' :Great part .of
this -convent was -destroyed ;in .the war. -of
independence ; and ~ the ,'m'onks are now erect

ing a .Iarge '·ánd .handsorne building .for 'tlle
reception 'of their Iibrary. ;. 'I'heonly other

..
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religious edifice 'wortha visit, is the church óf
' tl~e Jesuifs , which is rernarkable for the beauty
of its .marbles.

. The opera' house is also a respectable build...~

ing, and the interior is large and handsome,
, \' - '

,1 'severa} times' availed myself of tbe 'entreé to '

'the royal box, presented to !Ue by the 'Conde

'de' España.' 'I'heOondeianever seen in it ;

but it is always 'Iighted -in ,th"e iriterior, by
elegant candelabrasvand-centinels stand at

, .

·the 'door, as: if ready for the reception of
ra~á.lty, .or .its representative; ' 'The opera
of.Barcellona enjoys a considerable reputation "

___"_ " O,,

among the E uropean 0Reras '; an(l t lié inha-

bitants are pa'ssioriately , 'a~taclied tooit: but

last ·,year, -it wasconsidered below its usual '
. '

strength. '· The .. whole of tlle ,boxes .in', the

housevwith the 'excep.tion of five, "areprivate
boxes; 'andcóst 501~,,55l., .and 601~, accord

ing to ':,their rsituation, for the season • , This '
. . . '

impressesone with no meanidea of theinha-.
" bitants ofa provincial city, whocanafford to

rent the whole of 'lIle. boxes in a Iarge opera

house, ' at so 'considerable .a : price. Single

places too, ' in-what is called ,t he lunétta-a'
rowof seats allround thefront, .and a'little .
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. beneath the level :of theboxes, :are taken 'by
·the season; and 'it ·Ís .rarelythat one of these
remains unlet after its commencement. These .
places cost fifty dollars, and many oí the. best

seats in the pit, are also let for the season, 'at
forty dollars~, The first bass .is "paid 'the sumo
oí two thousand five hundred 401Iars .for the

season, tbe first tenor' three thousand dollars,
. .

the principal female singer ' two..'. thousand

four hundred dollars; the second two thousand

'dollars ; . and 'a benefit :is 'worth .eight or.nine ~

·h.undr~d dollars; for, upon these occasions,

besides the free "places, 'presents are made by
proprietors of;boxes ..
' . While at Ba~éeilona, I ¡ walken ohé 'morn'
ing to 'the hill and fortress of Monjuich,

accompanied by Colonel Barry, then com- .
. mandant of the citarle1. · 1 believe that 'ir
sufficiently pr~visioned, the fortress is 'consi- ~ .'

dered to be impregnable. .There .are ·about

two hundred brass c~nnon mounted, and an
immense number of 'unmounted guns, .and a ;.

• ~ 1,

large garrison, . ' In descending the hill, and
. making acircuit towards tbe sea. .sorne large .

stones 'w ith, Hebrew .characters upon them. .

were pointed out to me ; but theinscriptions "

\
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ing t everal. p cial cau e ne f

the e, i the non-importation of Engli h

hardware, hich u ed formerly to suppl

almo t exclu i el ,the panish markets.

This trade ha changed its direction; and

in place of hardware of Briti h manufac

ture, it i no the manufacture of Ger

roan that i ti ed: they say it i In eh

cheaper, and nea Iy equal in quality. 110

ther can e of the decline of co merce be

t een England and Barcellona, i a chane

le direc ion of the fi h trade. The

di and orv egian ti h are now pre-

b th et ,b a h 1

the od

1~\(~w~roundland do not· and, a they ar

old by ei t, tbe deale find his profit .n

thi eferenc. Be ide thi preference,

hich ha de ri ed EngIand of an important

brancb of trade, the ti h rade of Barcellona

a suffe ed a gene al decli e e er since the

ear 1 26. t that time, a hou e in adri

( hea) obtained a monopoly of thi trade in

tl e Catalunian orts; and immediatel ,\ ith

hort- i hted polic ,additiollal dutie: er

'"OL. rr ,

LIOT e o' LA AL
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laid on, From that time, the general import
declined; and, although :the ..duties have

since been lightened, ·the trade has not re
vived; .because, when fisbwas searee .end
dear, ;the eonvents, where itjs .chiefly con
sumed, made use of vegetables in its stead,
and have now beeome accustomed to this

change in diet~ · Still .another branch ·of

trade which:is lost to the commerce of Eng

land, is .cotton. · The Catalunianshave dis-
covered that it is .cheaper to imporf cotton

----direct from Pernambuco, than to take it by
---way oí England. .

,...
! . ..AH these are .c7langes in tlle llireclion-of t he lJ

a commerceóf Barcellona, operat~ng·upon the

traBe·with England ;but, sorne of theni not

affecting the eztent oí .Barcellona commerce ;
nor, ..with tbe exceptí ón of cotton, connected

with its exporttrade. . But the export trade

oí. .Barcellona has, almost entirely ceased,
This, .which consisted :in .silk and cotton

manu~acttiredgoods for the Spanish colonies,
is now at an end, with the .exception of the

small .. quantity still sent to the Havannah; .

.and .the export of.shoes also, which employed
in their manufacture at Barcellona, before .. .

ea
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the .loss.of the c ólonies; upwards of two .thou

sand .hands, has also entirely ceased. '
.~ . ,,1 hado.an opportunity, while ét Barcellona,

of.being present at an execution-s-the first

1: ~ had seen in .Spain. . The man had been
condemned to the galleys for sorne previous '
offence, and had murdered oneof his fellow
convicts; and, although.this is not án agree
able.._spectacle, ..yet, as in every country,
public spectacles, whether agreeable -or the

reverse, . exhibit sorne peculiarities eitber 'oí
éltaracter ·'or of manners, 1 .resolved to be

present. : Three o'clock was the hour ap
point~ed;' " and all' tlíat ~o¡:ning, . as welL'as
great .part .'or tlie:~ aay ' liefore, . there was a11
unceasing noise oflittle bells, carried through

. the streets by boys in .scarlet cloaks, with the
bell.in 'one hand, ando'a box in the other,
collecting. alms . to purchase masses in : the .

different .convents and churches, for the soul

of. the .felon..: There is another thing worth
relating, eonnected with the .last days .of a
Celan.in..Spain. :··.·A society, called the Bene
volentBociety, undertakesto soften the last
three days of'. his existencev-and to .diminish
,:.:. ; !., ¡ , ,, ' ;2 e 2 ' .;.!i .: ;.: ; . ~ . I ~ ,
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• I

the terrors of death, by the singular.device of

increasing the pleasure of life. . During these
_ three days, he' may h áve-every luxury j. he

desiresj he -may. feast upon the daintiest
viands.rdrink :the ichoicest wines ; and tl1US

learn, in 'quitting the world, new reasons for
desiring to remain .in it. .
.. l ,..obtained a' good situationvclose to the
military who guarded the ground. . Besides

the platform;: there was erected, at a little
distance, an 'altar, ' upon which was . placed
~n ·image .of the .Virgin and Child; and
0pRosite to this, a cross.iwith an image -of

Christ extended, upon .it: :' I ! was mtich

struck with the prócesssion; t lie unfortu

náte,felón .was .accompanied by upwards of

twothousand .masked penitents,..whoIooked
more like a train .of' devils . 'than .human
beings ; ' a black ...cloak entirely enveloped
the body and the ...head; holes only .being

left ·for the eyes ·and mouth j a . blackpyra- '
midical cap; at least .eighteen inches high; '

crowned the head;; .and oeach carried in his

hand .a long white wand. · This 'strange
escort was the resultof .an indulgence pub-

, lished, and addressed to áll persons conscious ".
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,
of secret 'crimes, .and penitent; granting its

·benefits tosuch of them as submitted Oto·the

.humiliat ion of .accompanying thefelon to the

scaffold, Two accomplices of ,t hé felon also

accompanied him, that they might benefit by
, seeing him hanged; and a friar of the Fran- '
ciscan .order, 'was bis spiritual guide.·.. :.:: ',
. :.After .having been led to the 'altar, and

tllen .below the cross. vwhere he repeated ·a

number of prayers, he 'ascended the platform

attendedby the friar, : who carried a, large

~---.. cross in his hand. . "Then the offíces of re-.

.Jigion were concluded, the man wished to

address the Re.ople, .and twice began, " Mis
Hermanos," . but his r veiee . was- .instantly~

.drowned byshouts from acrowd at sorne dis- .

tance' behind the platform, .no doubt so in

structed ; andwhen he found that he could
not be heard, he gave the :signal, : ando the
executioner .jmmediately leapt. upon :., his '

shoulders, and swung off tila platform} while

the friarcontinued tospeak, and extend .the

cross towards him, long .after -he was insensi

ble to ·its consolations. . The .spectacle . con~ -

,, cluded by 't Ile friar ascending to the summit

of the Iadder. . and .delivering .a sermon, -in

. ~ , .
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which hedid .not .omit theexhortation of con

tributing largely towards masses forothe .soul
of the deccasedv .. The exhortation .w ás-uot

without its effect ;" the little ~ ~bells immedi
ately .began .to ' ri~g~ and .hundreds obeyed
the invitation to opiety, '.~ , . ; ~ : : ; : r' , .' .- ". -

Barcellona has alwaysbeen celebrated for

the zeal of itspriesthood,.. ~and for the -pains

taken by them to ,hood,vink ,the peoplerand
even in. these days.vreligious bigotry . is far
more prevailing than might b é expected in a
cit~ so near tbe frontier; and which has ·had

..so múeh connexion with foreign nations•.~; ; In

ariother chapter, 1 related a circumstance

that occured eiglit ~ears ago, wlie'n a·peasant ' .

was eondemned ~<? ten years imprisonment in
the citadel.ibecause ... he : said unthinkingly,

that ano.image of sorné virgin .was made -of

wood ;...and so late as theyear 1827, ' another
very flagrant example of religious .supersti- .
tionyand oí the use made of .iteven in .these

days ·by. the clergy, .occurred at Barcellona.
There was in '.onerof tbe churches,.·' or con-.

. vents, an image of a Virgin; called 1 believe,

the Virgin.of .St. .Pilarvandfhis imagewas

black, ~ : . It was.at this time, that an outcry .
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. hadvbeen raised against. the Iiberals, .who

were called Negroes ; .(negro .is the Spanish
for black) and therumour got .abroad, ,that
the negroes went to this church, to pay ado
ration to the Black Virgin. . Such being the
case, the priests and friars ventured upon and
concerted o'a .miracle which .might havethe
double effect ofstrengthening the faith of the
people; andar bringing the negroes into still '
'greater discredit.,·_.One .morning it was pub

Iicly announced, that the Virgin of St. Pilar,
had changed from black tú white ; . and the
good Qatholics of Barcellona were invited to
go and see the miracle with their 'owneyes; ,
and-tlieywent, by ,thousands. " Let it not De
forgotten that this.happened only three years
ago., . . oo , :, . o , ' .

..:.· 1 have to add .to 'these notices oí Barcel~
lona .and -its .inhabitants, the price.of pro
visions. ~ '::, Beef sells at thirty-twoquartos per
pound, of.thirty-six ounces. " Mutton, thirty
five quartosj scarcely eheaper than .in Eng
Iand, ,.' Pork; ,twenty quartos per pound of
sixteen ounces .; a' ,good ' fowl' costs ·t welve

reals; .anda pair of chickens the satne-both
'as.dear as -in England. .'A turkey, thirty-t~o
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toO·forty .reals. 'I'hebest bread, 'seven quartos
(2d.) per pound ....;: The wages of artizans are;
in general; . 2s ~ 6d. 'per ·day ; ,andfield Iabour
abbutl'¡d..,·without .including victuals -

-Ó, .Befcre finally quitting Barcellona, .L're
. soIved to paya visit to Monserrato--si place
that 'Ilas : derived .remarkable :notoriety from

, . ~ ' (

the singularityof its situation. '· ,1 accordingly

left Barcellona at the early .hour of four, in a

galera, 'which,passed within ehalf 'a' league 'of ,

tbe foot of the .mountain ivThe countrybe-
tween .Barcellona and Martorrel is the .same
-as F have described 'on'myjourneyfrom Tar--_..----
ragona ; and frorn. .Martorrel oto tbe feot of

Monserrat, tlie lanU is il iiYieea }jet~een com
. ,

and-'YilJe ; , it is every where populous; and
'every where exhibits proofs of Catalunian

.industry , " .Th~ .npproach -to .Monserrat from
.'this side. iis .not .remarkably striking, .cwing .to

.'the elongatedform..of the .mountain ; 'buf as
weapproacbnearer, itsheight, 'and singular

conformation, ·be.come .sufficiently .imposing.
"After quitting the galera, ' '1·:walked to the

.small village that lies .at the foot of tbe moun

.tainj and having .got 'sorne chocolate, and a
guido, 1 began the asceht. · , ~-A zig-zag path, of

. "

, .'
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.not less than 'a league and 'ahalf; 'leads ,:up

.the mountain to the convent, 'which is not
seen 'until at an abruptturn.it is discovered
lying on a platform, :in a recess of the .rocks

which rise -in perpendicular .cliffs directly
behind it, "I'he view from this platform is

wild and imposing ; towards the north,a long
, ,line of'snowy summits .marks the Pyrennean

boundary of tbe .P enínsula; towards Barcel
- lona, theMediterrariean is seen .beyond ·t he

rich and diversified country that lies between .

__ 'the mountains andthe sea'; while the 'mOUD

tain itself,-:'its Iower part encircled by abelt
of wood,-its grotes~ue rangeof rocky peaks

, abovev.and-its con~eIit, :anil.liermitages,: are
. .not. the least striking fe~tures,óf 'the ,land

, scape. - ,I n -t be .inté rior of the convent 1 saw

, little .deserving ~ of notice; the ·occup'ation 'of

it by the French, and other -causes; .have left

it nearly a ruin;' but.its ruins shew.its former

_extent. .T he architecture óf the .building -is

. rnixed; ' part -of it is Gothic;. whilejlater
'parta were built in 'the timeof'Julius 11., .and

, of Philip 111. " There wereformerly s.eventy
-monks in thc convent r but ,'now" '-it '¡S in-
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habited by .thirty only. 1 saw in the refec
tory, arpilgrim who . had come all theway
from -St. Jago .in the Asturias, and..who was

going to Rome; ' By the rules of the convent,
a .' pilgrim.tis fed :three days witbin .it-. ,He
was a roan .past .the middle.iage, . .and ..was

rather reserved in hiscommunications ; .not ;
appearing willing to tell any'more thanwhere .
he had come from, and whither he was going.
Hishabit was covered with scallops and little
.
lmages~. :.' : r . ' ' . '

Monserrat is ·not the interesting spot it was

fo'rmerly• . ' 'I'hevnumerous hermitages ., w ere

then .tenanted, ,and, the convent possessed .
many óurious' and ltaluallle .. things ; . out the

Erench carried away the.latter, and.destroyed .'
the · rormer; and .now.oMonserrat .is worthy
of a visitonly on account of its situation, the .
view enjoyed ~rom it,.andthe singularity ofits
aspect rand conformati ón ..: . ~ Themountain is.
said .to be four thousand feethigh; , and ..the
platforni of the convent is two thousand five

hundred feet .above :the Mediterranean, .the
lower parts are treeless.with the 'exception of

,·a .:few scattered and stunted ilexj but ".its .
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acclivities are covered with ':l .thick .carpet
of .box, ."j uniper, .'rosemary, -and a thousand

. . .
fragrant shrubs. :''. : ' ~ ' ~ ..'.: _-. , . .-. .: ': -'; " "". , ...

.: .1 returned to the inn about dusk, and found

the accommodation so bad, that 1 regretted 1
had"not.uccepted ,the letter offered .by .the
Conde', de": España, ·to the abbot; butI. did

.not, at that time, purpose visiting Monserrat ;
and perhaps ardormitory 'in the convent
might have been as comfortless as the quarto
in the venta. Next _morning, at day-break,

---.-1 .left the village on muleback.and arrived in
Barcellona. in' sufficient time to make one at

the hospitable 'board oí Mr. Annesle~, nephew .
. ' .
of EarI 4nnesle~, and his Britannic Majesty's .
consul at Barcellona, whose.manykindnesses,
gentlemanly attentions, and unwearied hospi
tality, 1 eagerlyand gratefully .acknowledge,
. My journey in.Spain .nowapproached its .

conclusion,-..1·had only totravel from Bar
cellona .to ·tbe frontier; .and as the general"

aspect ofthe country could be..seen aswell
.by -~pid ,as .by slow .travelling,. 1.resolved .to

. take advantage of the publicconveyance, and .
left Barcellona by ·tbeDiligence, for Perpig
nan, . sorne hours. befaré day-break~ ' 'I'he

"
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y-ear. had .already 'expired, but winter .. had

.scarcely :made itself-felt, . The mornings and
evenings, indeed, hadobeen ehilly enough tó
turn one's thougbts towards the comforts of a
fíre.; and 'once or otwiceat Barcellona, when
1 walked rround the..rampárts .before break
fast, 1 observed a thin -. covering :·of ice tIpon
the pooIs; .but .there .had .been no raina.--ethe

days were 'clear andisun-shining r andone
might liken the-season .ito aidry month .: o~

March in England,-.only .with fewer clouds.."
, It is .scarcelypossible to conceive a more

beautiful drive than betweenBarcellona aud
-_..----

Gerona: .The ~oad . keeps nea~ -to thesea .all

the ,vay, ano an enGliallting ,ceuntrMIies on
the left. ...y ~u .pass .through'a' succession of

little plains, each .fromhalf a .mile to three
miles across, and .reach containing a village,

These plainslieinlittlerecesses oc. the moun
. tains, which screen ' ~hem ; behind, and sepa~

.rate th"em .from each other, leaving. one .side
' open to the sea, "I'heyare 'covered 'with the

finest ;;vegetation,: which . advances .w ithin

twenty yards of -the 'sea, , aud ·are· generally

skirted by a .hedge of .aloes, -that runs .all

along the coast ,'. Between these .plains the
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hills run forward into the sea, generallyter
minating . in perpendicular cliffs ; . .and the.

road; after traversing the .green leveI, ap
proaches clase to the sea, and is carried along

. the front of the precipice, till having passed
. .
thebarrier, it thendescends into another. of

these :little smiling recesses. ."These plains
were.covered with beautiful .and promising

crops.. when 1 passed through them ; and

. round the villages, bedsofevery kind of.vege

table,-cauliflower, cabbage, carrot, onion,

and pease, shewed excellent crops, all ready

fOI the kitchen, Every house, the .centre of

its . own little farro, has- a .draw-well c:in its
neighbourhcedj! from WIlich·. the lana -is _sup- .

Blied. Sorne ofthese villages-~ere singularly...
beautiful, particularly-Cardetta, hanging upon

sorne ,heights aboye the sea, with its .Iittle

fertile . plaiu.c-all that the mountains would

allow..to it,-':-Iying at its feet. 'I'hese heights.

were entirely covered with the prickly pear,

the last 1 saw; and near that villageI also
saw the last palm tree j but it was ofstunted
growth, not the stately ando branchy paIm'of
Elche. '
'. . The difference between ··the villages and
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cottages ofCatalunia. iand: of 'the other pro~

vincesof Spain, is seen at a glance ;' "and in
the state'of the .inhabitants, the difference is

, equally 'str iking., "The houses and cottages
, have an air ':of greater .neatnessand conifort,
-there is glass in the windows, and 't he In

sides display thearticles of furniture in com

mon use. ' No beggars, and fewer ragged
people are "seen,- iridustry is evidently active,
~stones are 'removed ', fr~m the ~ ground~, : ' and

collected in heaps,~fences.Ll:re more-general; .
aiid-, more " neatly ' ·constrúcted ,.~nobody .is

seen oasking in the · sun ,-' even the' women

and girls wlio are tending toe cattle,' are not

sitting 'idly ,vra:ppeci' 'up 'in :plaids, but every "
one -Has-' her~ spindle:in her' 'hand. . .In short

there is altogether 'a néw 'order of things." "
. We breakfas'ted atMataro, a "considerable

and once aflourishing sea-port.Tamous for the
excellence of" its wine ; . und,! till lately, ,'fa- .
IDOUS for its linens and -l aces, vwhich - were "

exportedto.. the colonies ;':-and about mid-day
we left thesea-coast, and entered toe moun
tains'. ,· New: and ·charming scenes awaited

us in passing through these mountains lo
Gerona. .".Oovered .with stately 'pine,' tlieir
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sirles -rwere ' also ":'clot bed .with the: richest
underwood oí evergreens, flowering -shr ubs, ,

and fragrant plants; among which the beau
tiful' arbutuswas particularly distinguished. :
After emerging from themountains, we en
tered, the fertile and sheltered valley of. Ge
rona, :.where we 'arrived about sunsetv vThis
was once a place of importance, now ehiefly

attested in the number of its religious edifices,
for. here there are no ,fewer ' ,t han ' thirteen '
churches, ,:.besides the cathedral and eleven ' ~

.convents; The :bishopric is richer than that

__--- of, Barcellona. ,.,' At Gerona : ,ve .supped, .and
slept, .añd seti,out '.,'ne:xt mavn'ing aBout 'da){~ e
break. .'. " "',:: ,: ',

<Between Gerona . and.vFigueras, ~ ' I saw

notbing that deserves to be recordad; except
ing the change -in temperature; a bitter wind
blewoff the Pyrennees, and .'reminded me
that Ihad Ieft theregions of the south be- ,
hind ; ' and when ,: ,we 'reached ·,Figu~ras ..1

hailed. a blazing -fire .upon the hearth, ,:.with '

the satisfaction of a northern traveller. t The
fuel. here; attracted :my. notice ; .itwas .a thin
.dark .cake, which, upon inquiry, l found .tobe

the .refuse of the olive, after it ispressed, and
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whichvI have no' doubt, might be given with
advantage to the cattle.'::': Llearned, however,
that it is not 'put to this purpose, though,' it is

given to pigs:and poultry. "I'he price of 'this .
cake' is sixteen reals (3s."4d.) the 100 lb. ' ' It
is singular, that at ,this town, so near the

frontier, the innshould still .be in alI r~spects,

the Spanish posadai 'it is just as IittleFrench
.'

as the posada' .o( Murcia or-Andalusiar-the
fire. still blazes in the middle of'the .floor .;

coffee. and ,tea are. still ' unattainable ;'. ' and
ineat -is to be found not in 'the inn, but in the
market: , 'how numerousand expressive must
b~ the shrugs -of theFrenehman 'wno, makes

Figueras bis nrst liatting place. Váffé au ..

.lait, . or coutelettes, ~ are .alike out of the
. question. . ".", ",:. " ~ .. ' ' i : ' , ~ , .' • . . ;.

'. -From Figueras" toJunquera, the last town
. in.Bpain, ' 1 passed through .a pleasant ·utÍdu-. '.

'lating 'country,·· andotben entered ' ~he valley

,that .lies under the . Pyrenees'--',·' avalley not..
fertile, but pictúresque, t~ave,rsed .by a .small

mountain stream, ,'covered .,vith .the .olive ando
the cork tree, and winding into the. recesses
·of the mighty barrier that shuts out the Penin- .

sula from the restiof .the world. .R ising

"
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above 'the -valley, 1 · ,found :myself .inclos éd .

among '"the .mountains. . and leaving ,Spain
behind; .1 had .left the carriage, to walk .up

. the steep ascent; .and soon, Bellegarde, upon
the summit of the pass" and the pillars that

mark the boundary of tbe kingdoms, ap
peared in sight. The valley behindwas still
visible through the defile ; .and as 1 turned
.round to look upon Spain fór the last time, a

thousand recollections and ,vague fancies "
crowded upon my mind, 1 felt á sensation

--. something like pride, in ' having traversed

Spain. . l\'1~~h 1 had seen to interest, much
--~-'- to delight, mu~h .to lament,mueh to remem-

. ber; and asiJ tllrn~d awa~, DegFet" was not
. unnlingled with myotber feelings. · . '.As 1 '

,. ,

'. pursued my way ..up the mountains, .tbat bad
nowshut out theview of the vaIleys below,
Spain, .as fancy had once. pictured it-and

. Spain, as 1 had seen .it; rose successively to .
my memory. .But it pleased me to discover;
tllat romance 'had outlived reality, ór ·was

mingled with it; for the fragrant, and 'palmy

valleys of Spain, still lay arnong the regions
of fiction; 'Seville retained in rny mind, .its '

'· V OL . -.' I I . . . '2 ,-D' ..' . . '

..
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. .character of a.fabled city; the Sierra Morena
.was yet traversed by the knight ofLa Mancha;'
.and Spain, with -all its realities' befare 'me, .

was still the land of romance. .
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