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eritering into conversation with them, and from

time to time assisting them in diminishing

the rotundity of their wine-skins: a traveller

must never refuse to put 'the wine-skin to
his .mouth ; ,:to refuse this offered courtesy, is
Iookedupon as a .serious affront.'" It requires
sorne ,practice, however, to 'use the ,skin
without .wasting tbe wine, and deluging the '
bosom: and nothing but habit can teach this '
art. ·.

___ This singular labyrinth continued about
' two leagues, when we .reached a small vil

lage; called PatilleÍla, 'in the neighbourhood,
oí which ·.1·obs érved many Covels exca~ated
in' the cIay banks-s-the wretched retreats of
the miserably poor. . It .did not surprise me
to 's ée no ,fewerthan five records of murder

in this neighbourhood. ., Between this viIlage

and "Gúadix, parts of the country are' under

tillage; .and 1 .saw sorne ploughs at work,
, ando, several persons sowing in the "fields,'

although ~ it .was.Bunday ; but 1 :never ob
served that, in tbe South of Spain,' any dis
tinction is" made between Sundays and 'other. :
days. r It isnot as in France, aday of recrea-

. "

, " .' 'VOL~ 11. ;' ~ S '
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tion ; .every one plies his trade as .usual. . . In
the towns, a11 the shops .are thronged. ; and
in the country, thosewho wish to be indus"·
trious are industrious still. .. .... . .
..' Guadix, which .is • situated .within h.alf -,a
league oí the Sierra .Nevada, .is approached
through a fine avenue of trees; and the land

on both sides is rich; and subjected tú irriga

tion from the smalI stream of.thesame name. .

We reached the town, or city 1 believe, about
___-- sun...set; and .halted at .the best posada"the

. ~

plaee afforded; but .it boasted noprovisions,
. and being unwilling to draw too constantly

upon lny stoies, . I ewálked inta themarket"
and pprchased a rabbit for -four reals (eight

pence), which, stewed with potatoes, afforded

me a comfortable supper....:,'D uring the night, .
Iwas awoke by.soundsof quarrelling under
the "windows, ·.and .upon·~ rising and Iooking

out, I saw aman lying upon the ground, and
severa1 persons collected about him.. '.', Next
morning. . 1 Iearned thatthe roan -had been

stabbed in 'an affray .. byhis brother-in-Iaw,
. after having been engaged in playing..cards.. "

Guadix is famous forits midnight frays ; ~ .and.

it is here, tbose murderous knives are made,

it.._
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which are- in general-use throughout all the

south of Spain..This is tbe only manufac
ture .of Guadix, the .. inhabitants generally
beingemployed .in agriculture. · This city is

a bishop's see; , it has a cathedr~l, . four
churches, and seven "conven~s ·; and contains
between five and .six thousand inhabitants. "
". .Nextday; 1 Ieft 'Guadix before sun-rise ; .
the morning was fine, but 'rather chilly. All .

. the cIay banks in the neighbourhood of Gua:'

____-d.__ix, .are. .excavated into human, habitations:

the first league from the town, I counted one
hundred and sixty of these miserable hovels;
and sorne of tlieir inmates, ·~üo looKed-from
the ' .. outlets,.:: exhibited the very acmé .of
wretel1edness•.

. After leaving Guadix, we entered a "vast

open plain, traversed by deep ·. ravines, ando
•.almost ·whol1y abandoned to ·the ~ Esparto
.rush : .here and there, Lnoticed sorne feeble

attempts at cultivation ; and sorne flocks of
sheep were feeding upon the lower acclivities .
ofthe Sierra, which bounded -the .plain on .
the right. '. The venta, fourteen iniles distant
frorn Guadix, .was .the .first house ,ve ·saw ;
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and ,ve therefore eease to wonder at . the
neglected state of a plain in which there are
no ·human habitations. ·.·. The venta atwhich
we stopped furn~shed chocolate, and bread,
and good wine ;.and with my ham and butter- .
jar, 1 feasted luxuriously; 1 noticed an im

provement iII theconstruction of the interior
of this venta: there . was~ a circular stone .

bench round the placewhere thefireis made .
upon the floor, largeenough for a dozen per-

~--- sons ; and it was indeedoccupied bynearly
as manywhen weientered -it ; .for there was
tlie oId ' man and - his wife,::tbe· souof the. .
old couple and his :\Vife, threetchildten, and

t wo, great dogs. : Two verysuspicious look

ing men were standing, ' apparentlyabout to .
Ieave the venta "; ·,but ..when -1 ·.arrived, ~ ' · they

satdown again ; "'.andone of them put a num..

ber of'questions to rne. : as too ~: \Vhere ~· I . had
, come from, whereI was going. -and. if 1 had

no companions. . '. ' 1 had .:already -received a
hint from the honest muleteer, not to answer
qucstions .of thatkind; .and 1 .pretended not
tú únderstandhim," 'I'hemuleteer, to whom ,

he' immediately . afterwards ·put· the . saine

questions, told him that I hall left Guadixan .
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,hour sooner than my companions ; . and that
.b~fore-w~ arrived at Baza, we expected fa be
.overtaken by four oí my countrymen. '

:", , ~fter ' leaving this venta, "~e , continued

',constan tly ascending, and soon reached ,a

-yery elevated ,and exposed plain, bounded by
~nowy mountains j th~ ,cald. was intense. , 1
.had t:l~yer felt a ~o~e cuttingwind in Eng~

land;. andun.less ,by , quick walking, and
,even running, I found it impossible tckeep ,
rnyself warm, Suddenly tbe plain termi

-----~nates in an abrupt descent, almost a preci

,pice, and Baza was.' se~n at the foot, with a

fertile plains~r~tch~1:1gbefo~eit; and .~ingled

withgroves an~ ~ gar.d~I1s., , T he transit ion
ft,om'. this regi ón 'oí .snow, to the ,,'sh,eltered

,v,all~yof Baza; was ,Iuxury; and to 'my,great
surprise, ,1 found myself soon established for

,' , the night ,jn ~ ,an excellent posada, kept by a ,

Frenchman. .who 1 ,need scarcely s~y, pro-

, vid~d '.,a supper that ,did not disgrace vhis ,

country, : : ~, ':" _ .' , . '
, 'B aza was once a place of cons~quence.and

. . ' ~ '. .. . . . . " .

wealth; .richlead and ·copper .mines abound
in- the ' neighbourhood; and -.' were .formerly
worked with profit; but theyare now closed,
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, "

. . ,

and \ViII remain closed, until a new. order oí

thingsbegets aspirit of enterprise, " The in
habitants .areentirely ?'CCUpied ;by, agricul- .

ture, .which, in ' this valley, is assisted by ,
irrigation '; , and is sufficient for, the wants of

the peopl~. ' ' Baza is said .to contain ' fifteen

thousand inhabitants: it is certain that it
contains many churches.and five convents~

one of these, St. Hieronimo, possessing an
- ,. . . .

income : of eight hundred thousand reals

(8,0001. sterling), ' meant for the support of
the seven monks who inhabit-·'it. ' .:. ..:

, The ' market-place of Baza 'is adorned ·· by
nin é.columns, being tñé fiiiie ¡ron cannon~ B)!:
the aid of wHicl1, Ferainand ahd Isa1JeIla took .

. .. . .

tlie city fromthe Moors. ' Upon one ofthem,
is the following inscription: -' . Estos " tiros

son los que los Reyes Doro Ferdiuando' ty :

Dona Isabella ganaron esta Ciudad sobre los'
. , , .

Mauros, ' arillo "'1489, en el .dia :de '·Sancta
Barbara Patrona de:o ' esta "Ciudad.-':'¡t 'WRS
with these cannon, .: that Ferdinand and

Isabella took this city from the Moors, in the

year 1489, on the festival of 'St . Barbara, the
patroness of this city," ,: l ': :

,1 • ; . • '

From Baza, which we left as usual about

.'
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sunrise, to Cullar o de Baza, the conntry is
wholly without interest; we ascended an in
clined .plain, bounded by snowy mountains
on 'both .sides; and almost wholly left to .the
hand of nature, .The situation of Cullar de'
Baza.is pleasing: li t stands upon the -side oí
·a deep ravine, almost wide enough to be
called a ' valleyv which .is cultivated to th-e '
utmost possible extent j and doubtless, when
spring clotheswith its own fresh Iiveryvthis
little valley; Cullar de Bazawill appear not

------only 'opleasingly, . 'but beautifully situated. ,

----'TBis 'valley, a milelong, and about a,quarter
of a ' mile broad.. is the sole resource of the ~

inhabitants. ~ " ,
. : , " ' . . . .

" :.I n ..the 'neighbourhood:of this town.the .ex- .
cavátioii of the earth, o to form <dwellings, is
carried to a greater extent than .inany place
'that 1 had yet seen ; these present avery :

.singular appearance in travelling below the
gypSllID .rocks .thar environ the town: ·tlley

are ' formed in galleries, one above another,
and are entered -by .steps cut in . tbe face of
the bank. .· 1 noticed several crosses" before "

. '

entering, .and after leaving Oullar de' Bazar .
" and it is worthy of remark. . that .. these 'are :

. , ~

- "
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more numerous in the neighbourhood of 'the

small towns, than in the more solitary places.

From this town.to Chirivel, -we passed ayer a

high .and very desólate country, '.producing

nothing but the Esparto rush, .and aroniatic
plants : upon the highest part -of the 'ridge,

Vertientes, and another small village, are
situated ; there, ·sorne few fields. are seen

under .tillage, and stunted ilex is scattered
over .the neighhou~ing acclívities. ..,-.. 'At Ver

tientes, the muleteer mistook his patb,.and .

---we were under' the necessity of several times
asking directions: ·.this, .is always to incur .
risk. . It wa~ . alread~ .dusk,- and .·n() road
could be mene solifali~ flla~ that - between

this ~illage ando~ Ohirivel ; .the . population

seemed miserably poor, .and many of .them

had seen the 'unprotected ·.vehicle . pass, .and

knew its destinatiori. .As we went forward,
1 .noticed · several fires in 'hollows -not faro
distant from the road; . shewing .the - night .' .

- .

caroP ' of .some houseless wanderers ; -',and .·1
. was somewhat startled when looking keenly

along the road, .Iighted ·by .a glorious full

moon that had risen in . the east, 1 descried .

the figures of two rnen, .about .two hundred
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yards behind US~ .The old muleteer seemed
not quite athis ease, when 1 told him what

. 1 had seen, .andhe urged on his mule. ; 1 had
little doubt that we were followed by sorne
of tbe persons,who had seenus pass through
Vertientes; and .taking from my purse of

". twenty ':dollars. . él :part of' .its contents, 1
slipped .them, and tW9 ounees of gold, -" .into
my boot, and put in ~ my waistcoat pocket, a
purse with. only twelve dollars,'. which ,·1

. thought sufficient for two peasants of Ver~

--------.. tientes, although so paltry a booty mightbe
despised by ,·the ,band oí Don José. Just at

thís time; :,' ~o~ething dark appeare~ before
.us, , and presenfl~~:: 3J t rain _of ,sorne ten . or
tw:ell"e.,' mules,' .and three men approached.
We st ópped to ask them how far .we were .
distant from Chirivel-and while the question

.' was put and answered, 1,kept my eye upon
.the roen behind, who stood still in the middle

of the road, 1 had now less doubt tban ever,
of their intentions, and mentioned the ground
of my..increased suspicions too the muleteer,
who was so persuaded oí their truth, that he '
proposed to the men whom.we ,had met, .that

, one should go forward with the mules to
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Vertientes, ando,·that the other 'two; .should

return with us to Chirivel, which was .only ,
about half a league distant. .' It is generally
indifferent to a Spaniard where 'he passes the
night; 'and ·this ·propo.sal,: seconded by,,' tIle'
promise of a fewpecetas from me, ' seeured
us . this seasonable .addition ~ ' to .our' party..
After we setforward,the roen behind fol· ,

lowed us a .little way, probably to ascertain
our numbers ; tbey then stood still ; and in ,

another quarter of'unihour; they wererno
IOIlger ' visible~: ,· : .. ' .

'. The.posadaat Chirivel .wasalmost asbad '
. as the venta . at Huetor;'. ' ~but being¡ ' nearly

independent of ,the;' lurcler of tire 'posada, l ·
. .both drank tea and supped eomfortably,

with that miserable substitute .for a ,sea-coa}

fire-a brasero-s-under the table; ,but 1 had
no 'talismán against the fleas, and wasover- ··
joyed tú find myself free from their assaults,
and on the road next nlorning~:: ," . ' . ~,.: . :... . : ~ .: '

From Chirivel, 'tbe·only road is the bed 'of
a river, in whichwe .' t ravelled , three' leagties ~

un"re reached Velez el Rubio. The banks
of" the ,stream, then almost dried up, are in

many ,places precipitousj so that Lhad been
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truly toldin Granada; ' that inwet ·weatller it
is impossible to travel to Murcia. : The" si tu~'

ation ofVelez el Rubio is picturesque: a
ruined castle looks down upon it, and the
environs are ,' tolerably well . vwooded j . this

improvement in ·' the appearance of the
-country,: continues only about a league .and
a .balf beyond tbe town, ...wben every trace of

cultivation is entirely lost; and a range of tbe
most desolate hills 1 ever travelledthrough~.

stretches to the east; these are .the hills
that divide Granada from Murcia, The pass

tbrough .them is twenty-two miles long; and

the whole of.this distance there is' no! a single
human' dweliin~. · .:·t i' is n0t by a Load', nor

. . . .

e:\!en ·.by ·a path, but by 'the bed of'a torrent
that these mountains are traversed ;".and this
bed, foro' the first eight miles; ' is not six feet

wide, and is strewn with enormous rocks,

which force the traveller to be a pedestriau.
. During the whole day, after entering these

mountains, ·\Ve met only one person; . this
! wasu Capuchin friar, driving his ass before
hirn, laden with two large jars of oil.. the
gift ofthe 'good Catholics of Lorca, ·where.he

..hadbeen, to beg this luxury for the useof his .
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.convent at Velez elRubio.. Since there are
no houses among these, hillsvit .can scarcely
be expected that there should beany culti- .
vation; 1 did not see one rood of cultivated
land, nor a single :floc~ of any kind, not even .
a few goats.i . .Butthis country, desolate a~ it
is, has sorne, charms of its own. ',. Rosemary,

sweet m~rjorum, · thyme, .lavender.. and . a

thousand .odoriferous and , ~ sweet "smelling
plants, fill .the .air, with theirfragrance" ,and

. by so pleasingly addressing one of the senses,
~-,v:ithdraw the attention of another .from the. " . . . . .

specfacle ,'·of ,barennes~. .:',After ascending. in

the , bed of .one torrent , 't w:o : leagues, . we .J

reached tbe ~ummit ,oí tlíe. ridge, 'á nd then
entered the :channel of another ,st ream, in
which we descended three leagues to Puert~,

.our rendezvous for the.night, . Approaching

this place, ,1 .observed . severalTittle ,boys. , . . '

.herding g~ats, : with onlya shirt on, and that
shirt a ve~y ragged one. "This, on the warm
.shores of Andalusia, ,or in the plainof Murcia" '

would exc~te little compassion j but here,
scarcely out cof' .the .: region ..of the · Sierra
Nevada, i~ "vas pitiable to see these shiver-

,ing little creatures, the children no doubt of

~...." . .
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tbose wretched persons whose hovels 1 saw
excavated in the bankof the river.
, ·.In the posada' at Puerto, 1 found vety- .
civil people, but .nothing-to eat. They made

me a blazing fire of rosemary and the husks
of Indian corn-"another of the ~any uses to
which this valuable plant is put-fh'ey shewed
me' a good mattress, and the hrxury of a b·ed- .

stead; 'and they found a peasant to accom-
. .

pany me to the market to buy .something for .

supper. A fowl was procured without diffi
~___ cult~; and this, .stewed ' with rice, and fol

l~wed by sorne e~ce]lent wine, might have
pleased '3. more,fastidious ' taste tnan 'lnine.' .
1 hadoalso the luxitry "of tlie pricKly pear ;'..l '
bouglit tbree dozeri for 2d.,' and found them
delicious. .: . '"

W e left Puerto half an hour :béfore sun

rise :' a rapid descent W3.S carrying us from
the ,regions of cold, into the sunny vale of
Lorca, and the transition was equally strik
ing and agreeable. '. It was now tbe sa day
of December; but the air ··was like that of a
June morning inEnglaud: and asthe mist rose
fromvthe lower .grounds, .and disclosed the
vale of Larca, smiling:beneath the rays of the
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new risen sun, the eartb, as 'well as the air..
seemed to own the dominion of summer.·As
we descended into thevale, the change frorn '
the high lands, both ' in 'the temperature 'of
the air, and in the appearance of every thing
around, ·became more striking: the fields were
covered with wheat, fresh and green; olives,
and other trees -had regained their natural .

height; andoaloes wereagain .seen by the .way
side. ~; , The ,,'hole of the . vale :ofLorca- is

undercultivation : tothe traveller who arrives
by ' way of theisnowy Sierra.vit appears ' a
paradise ; .and .the 'situation .oí' .Lorca, .clase

, · ' , . c: \
under the meuntains tliat- boundjt -on thé
ieft, and the 'fine old castle hanging ayer. it,
add greatly to the beauty of the picture,

, .
, The best rposada in Larca l · found worse
than might have been expected in acity 'con

. fainingtwenty-flve thousandinhabitants ;' and
.it ,vas so dirty,-certainly not acommon fault .

. .in -tbe ·posadas-.. that ' 1 ,. .breakfasted .in ·the

.yard. .1t chanced to bé market-day atLorea;
and. immediately after T had' breakfasted, 1
strolled ' through the .town, .and into. the

. . . .

.market-place. ',. Here ¡ ·.".found many vthings
new ~o me; .for, as I . havé observed before,

s ;
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the .provinces .of .Spain .differ ··greatIy from

each otber in dress, usages, .&c. All the
women wore a Iarge squarewhite woolIen

.shawl, thrown over the head like a mantilla;

the.men were seen with short white drawers,
untied at the knees, and reaching about two

, inches lower; they had no stockings ;upon
their feet weresandals, made of rope; and.
in place of the smart .Spanish hat, they wore

tapering ,blackcaps, fitting cIose to the head,
.with a small rim turned up all round : .others,..

from the higher countries, wereenveloped in"
-----lllankets, "generally of gaudy colours.s-csome

of them ~ nearly al2Eroaching. fa tarian. ', All: .
sorts 'of things .wére :exposea f6r sale:.' 1 saw .
an immense .quantity of dried and shell fruits ;,:
cloths and calicos of Catalunian roanufáctory; "
shoes, especially rope sandals ; q uantities of
.theEspárto 'rush, and baskets made of it ; ~

' .beads, .rosaries, images, .and trinkets j and;
in short, ."every thing ,. that one either eats, or' .
wears in the province of Murcia•. '. In .a street

:.in the neighbourhood of-thamarket-place, .
.. the pig 'market "washeld. ''. 1 never. saw a

finer shew ; for nowhere in ,the world, is the

pig to be ..found in sogreat perfection as .in
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Spain-' fed; as it is, in the woods, ' \lpon the
\ ilex nut. I asked the price of an .enormous- , ,

animal, weighing .one hundred and , eighty-
.five lbs.; and found ittobe "two':hundred

, ,

and forty reals (about 21. 8s.); , for a sucking-
pig, .they asked 'fourteen reals. In Larca,
there is little beef; mutton .sells at twelve
quartos; a fowI costs Is.8d.,· ahare lOd.,
bread 1id. ,per Jb. ,The .price 'of labour in

the vale of Lorca, is .fíve reals, nearly la. ' I

_____ ,1 :walked .Into .the . cathedral, .. but saw

nothing .worthy. of .notice, 'except ' proofs of
the ' liberality ·of ',t lle.:ArchbishoH .of Cartha
gena, .who has' publisnea so great a numl)er

of in4ulgencesi~ that ~lie Catholics or.Larca
ana otHer 'places in : his .diocese, ; may pray,
themselvesout of purgatory before .they ' get
into ita " ,1 'saw ' one indulgence .ófforty 'days '
foro every paternoster~ and an .ave; said 'befare
the shrine. ·of St. Francis j . and another of
'forty days foran .ave, and a paternoster, said
to ' St. ,Jago" , St.. .· Ailthony .of Padria; ,' .St.
Domingo, , 1and ;"St.. Nicholas : ~ : but .... 1" .saw

. ~ '·nobody :taking .advantage of these indul

genees. ' .. ,TIle cathedral eontains ~ome toler-.
, able pictures by pupils~f MUlilla.. ':""

,1 ,
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Lleft Larca about mid-day,passing 'through
avery .spacious paseo, surrounded by ' gar-

\

dens; .and after fording the river Gudalentin,

and traversing a long suburb, the road skirted

the range of hillswhich bounds thevale on
the Ieft; and about a league distant from
Lorca, :we· began to ascend, leaving the vale '
and fertility behindvand passing through a,n
uncultivated and unpeopled tract of land, .to
the village of Totana. ' Here 1 was again

.greetedwith the sight of orange -trees, 'the

first 1 had seen since leavingGranada; and

maguifl éent aloes and Rricklj Eear, shewed
. what the .land issuscepti61eof. ... Buttne
,village' s~emed very .miserable; great part of '
it ·was ' in' ruins, and most of the childrenI
saw, were clothed-if clothed it can be called

.-in ragged shirts, .Yet, this miserable vil- .
lage .supports a .convent of monks,of the '

order of St. Jago. ...Lsaw one of their number
walking in the neighbourhood of the village,
and might have pitied his forlorn situation, ·

.. ' . but that 1 knew the minds of most ·friars too
be ··devoid· of those feelings which vwould
.rendera 10t likehis, intolerable to a .man of
.refined and cultivated understanding. :

VOL. ·I r . . l'
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yet seen,-the idea..of a :.continuedigarden
'and eternalisummer. .: 'I'he scene 'was ' ani-. .

mated .t oo ; for 'many country people~ with
their short white trowsers, .crimson girdles, ,

and Montera caps, ' were crossing :t h e , fields,

returning . from ' labour. . .Many carts, wag-

. gons, carriages, .and horsemen. . filled . the
road; and every hundred yards, or less,we

passed a neat .cottage, .half hid in its own

little orangery. .·.AIl this .was yery .d ifferent

~-from 'wllat l .had .been .Ied to believe..:. 1 ex
pected to havefound nothing but silence .and
poverty in tll~ ~eighbQuthood 'of .Murc~a ;and

' ~~ pI~ce of tlilese, the approach t E) it more re

sembled the neighbourhood of a large and
flourishing city,than'any thing that 1 hadoyet
seen in Spain, '. . : . . . .
.'..At the entrance ..to .fhe ~ city the.custom

house offícers, ofcoursestopped the tartana,
and 1 was prepared with theusualbribe of a .

. . . '

peceta to save myself from tbe inconvenience

of a search :. but here the officers werernore

ambitious, theywouldtake nothing Iess than .

half a dallar; and orather .than submitto .. this

imposition, 1 allowedmy portmanteau. to .be

tumbled inside out, and thus ,saved my pe..

, . \.

I
. '" :

~ '.
. '. "
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ceta. ....~ arrived at theFonda de las»» Diligen-
cias .at five .o'clock, much pleased that my
purse .of twenty dollars might nowbe applied
.to .somebetter purpose than to fill the pockets
of banditti, ' .

: .The , interior .of Murcia surprised uneas
. much ...as: theapproach.. to . it. · ".1 found clean

pleasant streets, like those of Seville, and oa
population .not remarkable for.poverty -and .

rags. . The best commentary upon .this asser-
tion, .is. the fact, that 1 was not accosted by
a .beggar .during tbe three days..1 spent in

.·Murcia.. Llke Seville too,theconvent gardens
often skirt th é streets, and the walls areGYer-~.

.. . topped..by -the' heavil~ laden .otange··:.trees,
and b&¡ :the branchypalm.· :Iuwalking to
wards .the .cathedral, .1 .chanced .to follow a .

: ' " , ' .

. friar .carryíng an image ofSt.Anthony, which
_ the children crowded to kiss; 'alldsome 'of

the .lower. orders to whom he held it; also .

bestowedupon it..this mark ofattention. " :.
.~ .T he cathedral is not equal to many in S pain;

butItis fine nevertheless i-e-the architeeture, .

. .. is . mixed.i--there is much fine ' marble. .and
.-sevéralof the Gotllic chapels .areworthy of a .

visit, .from the exeellenceiof the .workman-·

...
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ship found in tbem. .. There are .no ~icturesr

in the cathedral j and .the riches in which it
formerly abounded were almost all .carried
off by the Freuch, ,. But theeliief object oí.
attraction ·is the tower, which is ten·feet- .

higher than that of Seville ; and like it, is
ascended by inclined planes. ·. T he prospect
from the summit at once lays openthe cha

racter and extent of the celebrated vale. .I~
is about sixteen miles long, and eight wide,
and is bounded ..on .both sidesbymountain

------ ranges. :.. 'I'he whole of this expanse ·is one

sheet ofvariegated green, thickly dotted with
mulberry trees, and sprin1t.led 'witln elumps

of paIms, ana eopses ef orange t rees. . The

~bole of the vale .is divided into fíelds, se

parated from each other by small .embank-:

ments about eighteen inebes high, to assist
the process . ·~f · jrrigation, .and .by..rowsof .

mulberry trees or shrubs of sorne sort, ·which
give to the landscape a lighter · ·~ffect . than ·

that which is produced by thedark thorn .
hedges of~.England. · .Towárds .the east,__four

leagues distant, where the vale contracts into

the narrow opening through which .Alicant
lies, ·1 could distinguish the spires of Ori-: . t , •

.. ...~ . .
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huela. .: ' An : isolated rock, crowned '' by "a '

, , Moorish castle, and a village"',,beneath ,:it, '
' called . Monte Agudo, and 'another 'village
charmingly situated under :the . mountains,

, called Algesarez, were agreeable features in

the landscape; w hile the cottages and houses
thickly ' strewing the plain, ' gave Iife and
animation to it, '
.... Walking towards the 'paseo' by the :river
side, Iobserved afine marble columnerected '

, in the Plaza Real; and upon inquiring its

-hist ory, .1 Iearned that it was to be sur-
, mounted .by a statue -of King Ferdinand,
Farther .on, 1 pa,ssed an hospital beguD 'seven
~ears ago, b~tf stiil unnnislie<l ; , ~ ' '' anH sti~1 far-

, ther; . 1, reached a fine aqueductfor convey- '
ing a 'stream'across the deep .bed oí:the river '

, ,

Segura; to water the vale. '. This promenade

would be very delightful, were it not that in
,order. to reach ' it, it is necessary, to pass

throughthe lowest quarter of the city, where

the..poorest and worst populationare congre
" gated. iv .Lwasfold that the corregidor exe-.
, cutes.wellthe .duties of'his office, and -that '

crime is rare in' ,Murcia. ' ,In ,returning ~ from

,'. the paseo; .I visited the Dominican Convent,

, .

.. . ..... .
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without finding in. it much, to attract . my .
notice; excepting 'an indulgence of two hun
dred and ,eighty" days, .'granted to all who

assist in the ceremony attending the proces
sionof St. Rosario..

In another walk, 1 visited a' chapel where

are presented in,wood, many passages in the

li(e of Christ,-among others, the last supper ;

the figures are well executed, and theatti-
. tudes .natural. Seeing the table covered with
.a cloth, :1 asked the reason oí tbis; and was
told,-.that amagnificent supper is .. always
served, onHoly'; Thursday,and that .after
standing on .the tablefert~~eigllt ti@uvs, · it~, i s Gen ra'~

. , .

removed, anClo gi~ell lo lIle PQQD; S@: ~hat .at

J DI t imes,1\even the mostabsurd superstitions
m.ay be productiva oí good, .Returning from
the p~sada,. '1' passed . through the market,

where 1 helpedrnyself'toa handfulof fresh
dates, and astonished the vendor rwith the
princely recompense oí a halfpenny! . The .

following are the prices of provisions in Mur
cia.. Beef, per pound of 16 ounces, twelve

.quartos ; mutton;' eleven quartos; veal, ten;
pork, fourteen. Were itinot for a': heavy
dutyupon the provisions. entering ·the;city,
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. these prices would " be : at . .1east 'one-half

Iower, " A fowl costs ls. 8d.. ;' a chicken, five

reaIs; . a turkey, a dallar ;", a .duck; ,IOd.; a
hare, lOd. or l s.; a rabbit, three reals. ' Bread

of the finest quality is ten quartos per pound,

and of an inferior quality, eight quartos. : Good

wine is about nine .quartos per bottle. .; 'I'he
price of labour is frOID fourto five reals. ';: A

.: fem,ales~rvant .. receives.,a dollar p,er·month;
a man, ,a dollar and a half, or two. dollars; _" ,

, '" hile .at Murcia, 1 visited the manufac
..____-_ tory 'of saltpetre, this, .. and all other manu

factories of the s~me article; are farmed by
governmeut .to a companr. ,The. comRany ."is

, bound to fur~ish , the artiale "at ,si~ " dollars
: ,tb~: .a rroba, ,(251bs·.).', .At present.ithey .make

· but .I200 ,arrobas yearly; . but formerly.ithey
manufactured ,as ,m~c} l.¡' . as , lO,OOO~ ,,'T here

. ,were 7,0,000 arrobas in themagazine when ,1

visited it. The trade has lately been thrown

open; but 1 :was ' informed that few :have

availed themselves of the permission to enter

. it, "1 ,did not visit the gunpowder manufac-

,tory, which is about a league distantfrom

Murcia, ' It is bound to furnish government ,

with 10,000 arrobas every two months, but

,
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there is at present so large a stock on hand, .

that it only produces 32,000 arrobas yearly. ·

The silk manufactories of .Murcia, were .
once so extensive.vus :to ·emploY· ]6,000

hands; at present, scarcely 400.are required.
In Murcia, all the silk is prepared·by hand
labour, and cannot, therefore, enter thé mar
ket with the Valencia silk, which is for the

..most part, produced by , machinery, . ' The

only other manufacture of Murcia, is a .coarse

cloth.iwhich, Oto 'a certain extent, is sure
~__of a 'market . : The city lives~lmost° entirely

oy agricult ure ; . .but the ' prosperity of' the
ágricultur ist, ~e.re as .in Granada, has ·grentl y;
decreased sirree the ,10 88 01 'the eolonies has

created a necessity for the imposition of new
burflíens upon land. . Theland in the vale -of
Murcia. produces' two -crops yearly ': ', wheat

and lentils; wheat and maize. .or 'wheat and
beans; and 'may , be: computed to return
about five per .cent . ' .
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CHAPTER, XIX.

,- ' , ....

'J OURNEY FROM. MURCIA ' TOALICANT-ALICANT;
AND JOURNEY, FROM,ALICANT TO SAN FELIPE '

, J

AND VALENCIA.

• ,. J

, i

Winter in England and in Spain; J ourney from Murcia; Orihuela
, and its Huerta; Inhabitants, and Superstition; .a .Muleteer's

Story; 'La Granja; and effec~ ofthe Earthquake of 1829;
Elche, and its Forest of PaIros; Commerce; ,t~e ,Date ; arrival
at Alicant;. magnificent Rouses; Situation of Aücant; the
Feast .of the Patron Saint; peculiarity' in Alicant Society;
RolitieiU Restrictions on Society; tbe Trade and Exports of

"Alicant; Barilla, the Huerta; an extraordinary Law-suít]
Dangerous Road tooSan Felipe; ' Montforte, Novilda, and

.' Elda; the F east of the Concepeion 'P urissima ; Sax, . and
, L Villena; Recontre with Moorish Physieians; Fuente de

Higuera; Soldiers' Opinions; charming Seenes ; , the Algar
. robo; arrival at SanFelipe j magnifieent Moorish Remainsj

, : Relies ofMoorish Customs; J ourney to Valencia; Conver
. <. sation with a Dominican Friar; the Plain of Valencia; Spririg

.and Autumn in Spain ;arrival at Valencia.
, . ' . .

' IF1 were anxious to impress any one witha
favourable idea of Spanish scenery, 1 would

. carry 'him from Murcia lo .Alicant, by 'Ori-

, '
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huela; for the beauty .and the novelty of

the views upon this route, absolutely beggar

description. · It ..is here ·particularly, .where

we learn toounderstand the singular charm

of palm-tree graves; and 1 was.informed by
a gentleman,. .who before travelling this road

, had visited those spots in both Africa and in

Asia where the date is most abundant, that

: he. had onowhere found it in so .great perfec- .

tion as between Murcia and Alicant.
. ~. .

There is a diligence upon this road, which

___makes the transit in ten ,hours; but 1 pre- '

fe~redhiring . :.a 'tartana; and employing two

days on the journey;. 1 accordingly; left

, Murcia about sUflfise, rlolltneying along the
left bank of the river Segura; and while 1 '
.sát in 'the tartana, with all its curtains with
drawn, feeling . the .air so unild ·that 1 was

evenforced .to throw aside my c1oak, ' though

itwas little more thau-day-break, :1 trans
ported myself in . imagination to , my. native

land, '.and its December ,fogs, and .frosts and

snows, How different .was a Spanish De
cember! ' H ere, ··was 110 hazy atmosphere.c-.

. . .

no raw, dampwinds.s-cno rainy or sleet, or

snow , !~ or .eloudy sky.. ,:.. ,1.:_,never .saw .a .~une

,

1 .

. ~.
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orJuly morning in England finer .than this.
The sun rose into a cloudless heaven.; not a
speck was visible from :horizon . to .horizon :

it was the calm of a summer morning, and

the softness of summer air;. and when 1
turned to othe ·bright green livery in which
the earth was arrayed, it seemed as if Spring
hadborrowed for a daythe graces ofariper
season. '" ' ,

.About 'a . league from Murcia w~ passed

under the rack andMoorish castleI had seen----
froia- the tower of the cathedraI, and gra-

dually ascending among· the. outer ridges 'of
the mountains, ,and ', ~v;inding' thIOllgli :' sorne

, s.weet .: secluded valleys,; the towers of Ori- ,
lluela: appeared over a little promontory j and .
'about eleven o'clock 1 reached theposada to

breakfast. .

'.:, Orihuela is famous upon many accounts,

Itjs famous for the extreme: beauty ·of .its
situation, and the unrivalled fertility of its
huerta ~ , it is famous for the .undue. number
oí ,its .. churches ando convents: it 'Oís famous

. . ,~ .' } . . .

· for . , it~ ' superstition, and it isfamous for its

. ' ,de~oralization•. The three last ,are consequent

upon .each ·other . , , ~ Even the vale of Murcia

- Ó I •

....
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1 \ ..

yields iri beautyand fertility fa the Huerta
of 'Orihuela ;" because "the ,,: Iat ter - is .more ,
abundaritly supplied .with water. 1 thought
,the; greenness of ,the 'vale" , of 'Murcia 'could
not be exceeded ; but 1 was mistaken. '1
found 'the Huerta ' of Orihuela greener still:

and .the greater variety in :the trees ·with
which it is 'thickly strewn, ,give to it another
claim of preference; for, mingled with 'the
mulberry,.' the orange, and thefig, are .seen

----~the 'cypréss, the isilver elm, and ·the pome
.~----- granate; .and-there too, the. palm, in: place

of lifting at wi?e:int érvala 'ene solitary; crew¿n;
.seems to have founa its eIement;' ano, rising

in 'elusters, . Iends novelty as well ~s beauty
t'o the enchanting scene, ,:,oo ' ·

f', ' As for the number of churches and convents
, i ri Orihuela, itssuperstition, and ·demoralii

, zation, '-1 can'speak only of the flrst] but it is
highly probable.' that where priestsand frlars '
so' muchabound, superstition and bigotry ,

. ' . " .

should aboundalso, 1 walked intothe parish
church oí -s i , Augusta; and found a most

unusual concourse of persons at prayer; there
'was' not a 'saiht .arcund the church who had

: not found severaI worshippers ; ~ and 1 noticed

, , \


