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real, 'or salubrious qualities, especiallyjn
derangements of the bowels, North of the
Sierra' Morena,' the pomegranate is ean indif

ferent fruit ; but in Andalusia and Granada,

it arrives atperfection ; and so fuIl of juice is

a really fine. and e ripe pomegranate, thatone
measuring efour i~clles ein . diameter, maYe be
eompressed into the bulkof anut.

In ' the e neighbourhood e of the .: convent of
Victoria, the country people find that useful
cIay, of which they make the e vesscls cal1ed e

____bucaros, eused efor coolingwater. e.:Without

these, .the inhabitantof these sultry shores

would Be ·dep'riY~d afane o frhis IDQst ,essen -ra
tialluxuries ;.feli ~hen the het winds Hr-eMail ,~

water exposed to theiair in these vessels,
oecomes ' icy cold. This singular factis to
beexplained by the porous natureof these
vessels, which allow the water. to ~ exude;
and ethe ehot wind blowingeupon the moist

externa1 surface, arapid .evaporation and con- e

sequent cold, areproduced. '.
From tbe same clay, ,there is an ingenious e

mánufactory of Iittle figures, ~epresenting· e

. Spanish costume ein the different provinces. e e

These are in great variety, and are executed~.
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with much truth and ability :' .indeed , 1 have

not seen, in any other country, any thing SO

excellent in its kind. Nothing would have
pleased memore, than to have carried a com
plete ', assortment ',of them to England ; . but
they are of so fragile a nature, that they could '
scarcely .have arrived at rtheir 'destination

without broken limbs and noses.

r
~'~-I occupied another day ·with .an excursion

to the Retiro. ' the .country-seat of a noble
I " .

{ family; but now in' a state ofdilapidation.
.¡ Thesituation of the old castle is, .however,
, beyond conceptiondelightful.c--nestling atthe
~ fóot oí the mountains, .and.almost -bathed b~ . .

\\ ! the transparent waves oí théMediterranean ;
and in the adjoining gardens, ev~ry ·fruit-tree
congenial to tbat glorious climate, . flourishes

in unfadingluxuriance.z .. Everywhere in"the
.neighoo uroooif orMalaga,the acclivities .not .:
occupied "by.: vines, "at e covered· ·with the
prickly pear, . :which. ~s cultivated..chiefly for
the sake of the cochinealvwhichi breeds
upon it :: this valuable article of commerce

.has not, however, been yet produced in so,

grea~ abundance as toform an article of ',
. . export, . . .,'
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, Few of tlle useful productions of the globe
are unsuitable to the climate of sorne part oí '

Spain, In the northern provinces, all the

productions of the temperate climates arrive

at perfection; and in .t he most southern parts,
the climate 'is found .suffíciently fine to ripen

the produce oí the Indies. ' .To the eastward

of Malaga, a few leagues along the coast, the
sugar-cane is successfully cultivated: though
this useful plant is known to haya been much

more extensively grown in the time of the
'Moors than .now, which is evident, from the

remains of their sugar-houses. Still, .how

"ever, the sugár-cane· is a valuable Broduce,
. ánd is said to su~ply a SU~~ ; scaFcel~ inferior
fotllat of the West Indies. : " '. . .

.. .. Malága;'like ·most of the other cities oí
Spain, has had various masters. Built by the .
Phoenicians, itwas successively Carthagenian,

Reman, 'Gothic," and Móorish; .and in "the
reignof ~Haly Abenhameth, was .the .seat of ,
empire. Ferdinand and Isabella succeeded
in wresting Malaga fromthe dominionof'the
Moors, inthe year 1487.
:., :.Malaga ·was formerly muchrnore. populous

than it is now, ' though, within the . Iast .fi fty

, . .
. .....
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years, the population has been again on .the
increase. Anciently, it contained nearly á,
hundred .thousand persons ; "in the middle of
the last century, the inhabitants were redueed
to thirty thousand j and at present, .i t is said
to contain.about forty-five thousand ..' ~ '

, :I .have nothing mote to add of Malaga, ex
cepting the priceof provisions, "

Beef is ten quartos the 'pollnd, of sixteen
, .

ounces ; mutton the same. . ' ,· Por~, fourteen
quartos.Eggs,· twofor six quartos-c-not'
much less .than a 'penny'each~ ' , A fine fowl,

, '

seven reaIs; 'a chicken, three .reals ; ,:aduck,
fifteen reals; aturkey, from twentx to thjrty .
reaIs. . The uest bFead, twelv:e quart~s. Ex-:
cellent wine, two reals per bottle.. Potatoes,
the. . rneasure of six pounds and a ,.'quarter,

seven quartos, .or about twopence. " A barrel
, - '

of anchovies, two ~eals. ., A partridge, four
reals, . A rabbityten reals.<, Fish, remarkably
'cheap and plentiful-. ,,' ,Melons, grapes, pome
,granates, figs~ .and prickly pearsvsocheap as
scarcely .to form an article oí expenditure. ,-' .

Let it notbe forgotten, ·tbat eight quartos

are twopence farthing; and .that, in one franc

.French, there are fourreals..

, 1 '



CHAPTER XVII.

JOURNEY FROM MALAGA TO GRANADA.-GRANADA.

-
. FROJ.I Malaga to Granada, there 'ate two
roads ; :one by Velez lVlalaga,. the other. .by
.Loxa. : The· former .oí .these :roads "lies ..,a. ' " . ". ' ' . - ,. . ' ,

great partof the way.·alongjhe . sea ~~~r~,

andthen turning to the. left, ..1eads .through .

lo • • ,. " r' .

Different Routes to Granada; Ascen~ of the Malaga Mountains;
---- an Anecdote illustrative oí Spanish Morals; Picture of a

"V:enta and .its Inmates; Night Arrangementsj beautiful
situation of Laxa; the -Venta de Casin; firstView ofGra
nada; Refie~tio~s ; . the . Situation of 'Granada and its Yega ;
the Alhambra; .St. Michael/s Mount, · an4 its Singitlarities;

, excavatcd Dwellliigs;' ,View from .the -Mount; .extraordinary
Changes in Temperature] a Fíre in Granada; and the curious
,means resorted to for· .extinguíshíng .it; ; .Superstition; ' the '
CathedraI; tbe Convents; the .Archbishop; Husbandry in .

.' the Vega of Granada; State of Agricultu're; tbe Duke 01
.' .: Wellington's Estatesj Effects' of the Losa of the Colonies; .the

.Paseos of .Granada ; the Population; the Market; Usages ;
the 1talian Opera. ;' , .~ ~
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Alhama tú Granada. By ' sleeping at Velez
Malaga .the first.uight, and at Alhama tbe
second. . tolerable accomm.odationmay . be
had all the . way to Granada. . The other
road, on leaving Malaga, :strikes at once into
the heart of the mountains, and leads to Gra
nada by way 'of Loxa. By this Toad, it is

necessary to sleep at ventas of theveryworst
descriptionv-efor Loxa doe.s notmake a con~ 

venient halting place.c--nnd although neither
of these roads are safe from robbery, ··the
.latter is by far the most-celebratedfor the

--c--r'imes that há~~beellcommitted upon it. •. .1 •

resolved to travel by the "Laxa ~oad ~ '.chiefl~,:

because the scetier.~ upon ·it was re~ol1ted. to .

be greatly .mor~ attractiveth~n .upon theroad
tdy fVelez Malaga ;.and learning that a gallera

.,vas . about to , leave 'M~laga f?r Granada 'by
the road which .L had-selected . .1 .engaged a .
place in ·it,.·· ·for whichI paid twodollarsand
a half,-a very moderate charge for so lÓrig a
journey. . .:' : .. .. .' "..<: :,' '. ~ ; ~. ,' ::

, I took rny seat in the gallera at seven inthe

. morning, and found ·my fellow travellers to .

consist of a ·middle-aged woman, the wife; as
1 afterwards learned, .of a: respectable shop- '.

' .

.. ' . .~ . '
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, keeperin Malaga: herdaughtet, a sprightly,
intelligent,: and remarkably pretty .. girl vof
.nincteenvtwo years married to a winegrower
oí the .neighbourhood i.a young· woman-of
two or three and twenty.vcomely, .and finely

formed, on her :way to Granada onspecula
tion.e--for she was one .of those unhappy ,per· ' '

, sons, whose temporary home depends .upon _,
tbe ~. ~ caprice .of her ,temporary master ;. and
another woman,who travelled openly as th'e
mistress of the muleteer.. Such ,was the
company in the ¡gallera.' '

. ".,h eaving Malaga, ' the road passes alongthe
chanrielofa stream, and thenenters therich '

, and highly; culti~ated countrf:'that' lies ',ce· '',
tween Malagaand tlie ;IIlountains·, which we

, , , negan : ' .to· ascend, . ~fter ,travelling ' about.' , th~ee , , ' ' '

quartersof a league. This is themostextra
ordinaryascent 1 ever _recollect tohavesee~ ~ ....
it ,'¡S<, computed to. ,be, three Íeaguesund.a "

half.rupwards of fourteen miles English, from .. _ .
the pointat whichthe road enters themoun-: .· ··
'tains, :, ~ntil " it. reaches .'the ' summit .of the ' "

," ' r~nge ; .and in .allthis .distance .there-is-not ," ,

one 'y ard 'of level ground, still .less of.descent.
1 .knowof no .mountain .road. inSwitzerland

. . . . . . ' "

. : ., ' ,

" . -' , , ' ..:
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more abounding in magnificent scenery, or

in variedand charming pr?spects, 'thanthis.

'I'he forrnation of these mountains is singular:

innumerable conical hilIs cover the faceof the
rangejrand 'the road winding 'upward among
these; '.is "one vmoment .shut "in among the
mountains, "and shut out ':from tIle ',worldv-c- ,

the next,: emerging from behind one -of these

littlehills, it traverses the front of the range, ,

disclosing an illimitable prospect of land' and
sea. ""I'hisipeculiarity 'i n' the formationiof.
the mountain, produces' an ' infin~te " variety-----
of views: :'"',Sometimes; whenTooking back
towards 'Malaga,' nothing intercepts 'the ,view'
,- the whole bay,-~·...:.Malaga ' 'in its tceritre',~

the Moorish ruíns,-the cathedral; .and ·the '

cultivateCl' plain, . 'are 'all spread below. ·· ..·At ·
. , .

another .point; only the ci ty and the · bay .are ..

seen, .the mountains shutting 'out .alltherest ;
while still higher up, even the city is hidden, · ' \ .,

_.and the"sea appears to wash the :base of ' ihe
mountains.. . The views .too in ' the interior of .

the mountain are beautiful: .a deep valleyis
. .

from time to time revealed.s--the mountain
slopes ..that encompass i t, ..covered with vines, .. .

andin its centre the houseof the vine-growor, . '

",, ' .. .

' . .
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. . surrounded .by. a. belt of'charming verdure, ".
and half embowered in ··a grave of orange

: trees. . ·
.. .As we ' ascended. the .mountains, we met .a

few travellers; and a .considerable number of
.muleteers .:and ...their I trains, . every .,' o~e .well

.armed with guns, andos,ame with swords also.
-Manycrosses stoodby the way-side ; and as
I walked .the most .part .of the way.upth é .
mountain, 1 generally .stopped to read the

record; sorne of these were oí sudden death,.

and sorne of murderv-sbut ofthe latter 1 saw

onlyene of .vefY., recent date. ,,' ' .

,A ' curioüs, circ;um~tance, .throwing . s<?me '
.additional ..1iglit -~pon .the "lliorals of Malaga,.·
Gceutred in the course oí the morning. ", o When.·

. . " , ' ' ' . ' , .

we , had .ascended .about ..·t ,vo-thirds. .of .the . '
. , " , . , .

mountain, a handsome young caballero,' .in

. the richly-ornamented Andalusian dress, 'ando.
. .mounted upon , ~ .fine powerful horse, over-f .." .

" .. . .,. .

took , ~he .gallera, and .accostod .the middle-

aged woman andher young married daughter, ..:
in .the language .of ~n acquaintance.. Soon . '

after he .gave his horse in charge to the mule- ..
teer's assistant; and took .hiaeeat in .the
gallera,wherehe kept up ~ half-whisperad

... .
. - :

... : , '#

¡;.

"

\ . . .
. . ~ , , .
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conversation with theyoungerlady i butthe
nature J of the liaison .now became more evi
dente The cortejo of this young wife,for
such of coursewas his character, .. asked .her '.
aloud whether she 'would not like to ride his
horse a little way1 . To which she at first
replied no, and then yes; and the muleteer
having opportunelydiscovered a lady's saddle

lying in .the bottom oí the gallera, and con..
trived too for : two .persons, she was soon

seated ~pon the horse, whioh.walked in front
---o--f .the gallera, and the caballero walk~d by

her sirle; but the .horse ~ gained so fast UpOil

the gallera, tliat the Rarty¡ was .soon. out of

sight, till, upon reaching a point from .which

3J higlieu reach 'of the zig-zag .road was visi..
ble, the lady .and .her cortejo were ..seen
bothmounted, and trotting forward.; .andwe
saw .D9 :·more .of themfillmight, ·-whe.n:·we '

reached the venta, where we foundtheyoung
lady in bed, and the 'caballero sitting.by her• .

Her mother seemed quite satisfied withthe
arrangements of ·the .day, and .offered ·110 re-':

proof.either in word orin look. , . The same

'evening the gallant set out .on his return ·to ..
Málaga .

, .

..........
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, After reaching the summit of thernountain, .
and following for 'a little way.a.Ievel-road,
we .began to descend into .a deep valley, ..• .

clothed with ilex.and cork tree ; .. and .towards

evening we passed. under the hill, upon which

the town -of Colmona .is situated. · Upon -a .

small bridge .at the foot of the hill.a number

'of the inhabitants of the town were assembled, .
sorne .sitting :uP9n :the wall of·,the bridge;

. .some playing cards, and someIying -on the .
ground; .and a more ruffían-like sample of ..a·

~--

~__ town's .population, 1 do 'not -recollect ,t o .have
·ever ·seen. ..'-Afterpassing Colmóna, 'we ' con
tinued to wind among 1ow· ñilistba ~ séemed '

. the outpostsof more lofty ranges,~grad~ally.: .
L .

. aSG'ending, and approaching the Sierra. ,. ~. And .'
. nearly. two · .hours · after ~·.dark, :the :gallera· · .. .

. . stopped at .thegate . of the .solitary -venta,
.where it ·was· necessary we shouldpass the .
. night. .· . . . . .. " :.

.' .T his venta may be taken .asa fairspecimen. .
. . "

of travelling accommodation in .the southern .' .
.'and 'eastern provinces of'Spain, in .the year~

1830_.. .', Groping my .:".Vay'. through. a "small
. court-yard;' and a wide gateway,J found my.,
_self in alongapartment ; Ldonot know .any .

t " . ' •

"



208 • SPAIN IN 1830.

".

word to express (á bam on the ground-story),
the fíoor earthen-".-the roof. .a congregation of
beams and rafters-i-the walls, " p~rtly rough

. stone, as' originally put ' t ogether" ; "- partly ""
"white-wasbed. The do~r,: by which "1" had o
entered, was nearly in the middle of the side
wall, so that one-half of' the 'apartment lay to
the right, and tbe o other to the .léft.. 'To the

right, 1 saw a dim file "of mules stretching "
away "into",obscurity.: -: onvthe .Ieft, :at the
farther extremity of .the apartment, a "bright ""

------
blaze from a fire kindled <in the floor.shewed
me the way; to the o part :apRro¡?riated to .the
human guests"r As I, walkecl tow:ar-as

o

tlie

fire, which was at a great distaúce, the scerie
i

assumerit "a more °picturesque " and o striking "
appearance: at a round tablellot farTrom "
the fíre, o sat ten or twelve 0

0 men, every one
with his little round Spanish hat andcrimson o

girdle; and in every one's hand a long cl ásp.
knifejwith 'which "he fished, ofrom-time too

time, a huge piece of .meat from an enormous : ""
.brown dish that stoodsmokingin the ..centre
of the table-o

, diffusing aroundthe usual fra- '
: . . . .

.granee ofa Spanish stew; inwhich the ° pro~ ,

minent ingredients are oil and garlic.: :Over'

,

. .
o o

.': : . ~'~ .'. .'

.. .. .
. ..... " . " .......
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the blazing fire hung an iron apparatus;: from

whiehdepended a large iron pot, containing
something worthy the attention oí a brown

cheeked, dark-haired wench,who inspected ,

it by the helpof "a light sirnply contrived by
a piece. of wick being put. into a small open
vessel of oil ;. and, after having ascertained
the state of .the stew (for 'this also was a stew) .

she hung her lamp upon a nail affixed toa
rafter over-herhead.: On the .stone bench .,

beyond the fire, sat two or three muleteers, .
--wha seemed by their inactivity, to have

.-.....---already tasted' t.he. good things .of the 'venta;
for oné ."waf. mariufacturingacigar in 'tlie Y
approved ',Spanisli rUoae,"oy roIling "paper

. rOllnd " 3I ' .Iittle ,tobacco :' andthe "o'ther ' had

already ,.accomplished .', this ';' task, .and ", was

enveloped in' a cloud oí. smoke-s-e and the pié- ,

" tureof the venta is completed, if we add two '

or three great lank dogs standing at the tablé

where the supperpartywas seated; and two
orthree.others lying iuthe neíghbourhoodof
the fire, ",: Suchwas 'the stateof .the venta, '

, "

when the gallera party. arrived, .torclaim a "
c ,

.share ofitshospitalitiea.. 'I'he featurés of the '

scene .were 'now greatly multiplied ; one of
VOL.!I. ',. , P
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the party was seenkneeling atthe fire, intent '

upon the op.eration of'. chocolate.~Illaki~g~
. another was employed 'in heating .a pot of
wine-e-and my occupationwas, watching the
progress towards boiling;of'some 'water ~.eant

to deluge the "fragrailt : herb." All. these

preparations being completed, . the gallera
party proposed erijoying their variousrefresh
ments in company, adding to them, the .fowl
and sausages .which had been .brought from
Malaga. But the supper-tablewas still o.cc11,- .__--_.
pied by tbe hungry guests,before whomthe

------
secoud supply of stew had just been placed;
and who were ' empio~ing the interval in pass
ing round th é wine.in the soutliern fáshion-s

eacl1 in his turn pouring from the tube oí a

glass vessel, a stream of wine, which fell from
the ·distance of a foot, in a.fine arch, intohis
open.· mouth. : We .. .were. aécordingly obliged .

to carryour .refreshments .into .thechamber, .
orquarto (for . the word ,. chamber '. suggests
.something beyond its deserta); where.: the .
young lady: had been seen .in . .bed, ' . ' .The
caballero had aIread y taken his .lcave ; . and

the pretty ..intrigante got up, and joined us. at
supper:· this..being finished, a difficulty.arose

. ~ ' ., ' .
': ... .

. ~'." ..... .; ""',.



SPAIN' IN 1830. 211

as to our various sleeping accómmodations,

The mother and rlaughter were already pro

vided; for the latter had secured the only.
mattress and sheets, when she arrived at the

venta'; and the doubtful lady had brought her

sleeping apparatus from Malaga.. The bed

of the two former "was already spread, and
the: other was speédilydeposited,t, in', the

opposite corner; andas there was no other
quarto in' the ., venta disengaged, it was

proposed that 1 should make ,rny -bed in a
------..

~orner' of thesame quarto: this wasbetter
~:':-----t}jan" sitting by the fire; or sleeping on the

mud Hoor; ando1 Ha(l a epositeff someéblean y G

straw, and·my~·cloa~,·upon,,·the gronna, and
Had ~uDl1 e.d~ rny back tothe ladieswhile they

retired .to theirvmattressesj-when ~ a" lucky
event placed. atmy disposal.. the comfortable .

bed of the single.' lady: the noiseof a horse's

hoofswas heard, and thecommandingvoice
oí a caballero ;. and when ,1 was permitted to

turn roundcTvdiscovered- that theIady had
disappeared.'. Soon after, upon going to the .
door'. of the quarto.. aud .looking .into .the '

commonapartment, I. saw her seated by the .
":p 2

;',-,

éra'~ .

". '
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.gentleman who had newlyerrived, upon a·

bench.. near the fire ; and afterwaiting more ·

than half anohour, 1 took the liberty. oí
approaching.and askingher when she .,pur
posed returning tú occupy her bed, as : the ·

other ladies wished to lock the door, and go -.
. to sleep? To this question, the ,caballero i

. repl ied for her, ,that the ladies might lock the
doorvand goto sleep .when it was agreeable
.tú theni, as no .one would disturb them ;:. and
receiving no 'contradiction' of' this . from .his :
companion, I .returned to the quarto, bolted
tlre door, and tookpossession of·the ,·comfort~·

able berth of tlie aBsent owner.e .
It was , a curious ' scene ríéxt "morning;

when, upon leaving my- bed ' early; ' 1 .could

scarcely thread my way among the mattresses
spread on, the ,ground; : a11 occupiedby sorne

sleeping or newly-awoke muleteer: roundthe
fire; these were ,still·.more .thickly strewn ;:,
and o1 had "actually . to tempt one .yawning . .:

fellow from-his bed. : by' a . present vof ·t wo::- .·

cigars, that 1 might find .avacant spot where

l "could stand, and prepare .my, chocolate.' .

It wasthen justday-break; and ..th.e ·gallera·.··

not being ready, 1 leftthe venta, and walked

o ' ••,, " .
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lo the summit of a neighbouring rockY.height. . ..

.The evening is .said to be the most solemn

hour '; but 1 .have felt that the .morning is

soIemn too, when, in a desolate scene like

this, we stand alone amorig -the .dim moun
tains, . and sea the stars'. faint' twinkle, and

. _day 'preparirlg to illuminate a deaert---and..
hear no sound, ~ thatin peopledclimes, wel
comes the approach of Iight; .. .:...' .. ", .: . . ', ,

Wh'eJi we left the venta, we continued to

wind through the Sierra, and then traversed

'a 'de-ép valley, full of wood, and ·bounded by '
lofty mountains. '. 1 counted five monumental
'crosses in ' tilis valley. ._:Soen ' afterwards; 'w é

. ,eritered· amare cultivatea country .;:·:and be~

fore ' no~n~ Loxa was seen before 'us 'at about
a Ieague distant, , ~ Th'e ;'view and :situationof

. . . ~

tbis o~dMoor~~~_t.~~,~La.r.~..~~I,~~~_~.:g~~~~i~~ "'~l-' '
beautiful; tlf. stands upon a shglit elevation, ,

Ina valley about .halfa league wide j-the
" .

Xenil circling round the height, -and travers-
. ' .

' jngo the valley; the rnountains 'that "rise 'on

either side, are covered with the most charm-.
. ing vegetation; and «u the lower slopes ,ri'ear .' '
tbetown. ' are adorned-withgardens, .and
rich groves of oranges and lellions; -and these
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so rningle with tbe buildings, that the spires
of the churches andconvents seem to rise
out of .bowers ; and the .houses, partly hid .i.n
foliage, :appear ·like a range of villas. . We

did not stop in Loxa, which ..is . ,.r.e~a.rkal.>le

chiefly for the beautyof its -situation-c-but .

passed on towards ,Granada. The valley of
the Xenil is extremely fruitful; many ploughs .

-were busy by the river side, ·and the young .

corn had already covered thefields with the
freshest green. .

--~ A littlebefore sunset, Iclimbed to the .
summit of a neighbouring heigQt,.to catch, if
possible, a view of the Si érr á N eyada,-;-the

snowy Sierra óf 6 :ranatla- teuelied 1:>y the
..

ros~ Iight of' <evening ; .but just ,as I had
climbed high enough to descry the summit
of', the . range,a .large, lean. . and ferocious

sheep dog made .towards _me, and · ~was '

satisfied to purchase an escape, · ~t .the e~~

pense of losing ,J1lY.labour .. '.. 'fh~ .ascent .of
this height .had separated me a. considerable
distance from .the gallera ;apd 1 stillloitered
behind, gathering the woodbine.e--the first I .

.had seen inSpain,-..'t4at .grew profusely by
the way side, untilreminded of the propriety.• .

. "_ .
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of joiningmy companions ·bY·the approaching
dusk,andby a glimpse of two suspicious- .

looking men, who eyed mevery scrutinizingly

from a' bank upon which they were sitting.

Soon after overtaking the gallera.rwe crossed

a rapid stream, by a deep, .andrather dan
gerous ford; and after dark, we arrived at
the Venta de Casin, ourrefuge for the night,
At thei.same time with ourselves,another
gallera arrived from Granada,' so' that tbe

venta' overflowed with travellers; and thrée

------oqugr tos were all the accommódation. it
~-~

. affórded.

, . V'ery diffe~e~t ~s the receptia.D .M':hich thé
• traveller mee1is wlfl1 al a Sf1anilsli Yeata, or

nI esen p'osada, and at an English inn•... At. the
Spanisn posada, no bustling waiter_with his
clean napkin, bows you .into the house ; no

smart demoiselle drops a curtesy,. and leads

the traveller forward with the glance of her

.black-eyes; .' In the Spanish posada, the':

traveller is welcomed by nobody,-,is never

. asked his pleasure, or what are his wants ;

he is left to feelhisway along. a stone wall ;

and is at Iast 'directed to the kitchen by. a
glare of light from the tire, which is kindled .

".: ...
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on the floor. It is a curious fact too, that the. -

rank of the traveller makesno difference .in

his reception. ' There is not one kind of wel

come' for the gentleman traveller, .another for

the diligence ,traveller, and another for .the

,visita r of low degree. AIl ranks find one

level in a Spanish posada: no sepárate tablea

are .set : 'no distinctive honours are .paid;

there is no ' scale of civility; the caballero, '
the merchant, the muleteer, is alike left to

, .
sbift for himself.
, By having walked in advance of the gallera,

1 had secured one of the three quartos, which. ,

1 'gave up to', ~tie femmles of the part~,- ' O~ ,

rather shared it :\\titll them ': aiid 'after having

~ucceeded in .getting sorne hard-boiled 'eggs,

and sorne excellent wine, 1 made my bed, ' '

and retired ~o· it ;fo"r no repetition "of my good

fortune occurred this .night .': ,But therewas '
.. 'so great a number of mules in the venta, that

the tinkling of their bells, and the noise of

their feet, added to the unintermitting attacks

of cer~airi:':enemie~' of rep<>,se,' ", whose name
might be 'called "legion/~ ~ prevented ,tbe

gentle approaches of sleep ; "and itwaswith
great satisfaction that ,.1 hailed the mornin'g '

I, --oIIII1lIl
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dawnthrough thepaneless windows, , .1 need

, , scarcely .say that window gIass is not to
be seen in ,any village south of the Sierra

Morena; and in the most southernvand in '
. ' .. . ,

the eastern parts, even the principal posadas

in the large towns .have rarely glass in , the

, windows. ' It is quite .a mistake, to suppose

, that 'tbere is no occasion for glass in the
southern parts of Spain. There are many
days ' during a ,Spanish iwinter-c-and before ,

leaving Spain 1 had experience of the~-, " ,

_- 'Vllich, in England, would be .thought to de~ ,

"mand closed windows, and a blazing fire,

After "leaving the Venta de Casin, w~ en- '
. . o ..... ._ . '

tered upon a: ,: heathy cou~try,, " , ' Wild, "open, '
and covered with .aromatic planta; and after '

',t bree ' 'hours travelling, .... we. caught the .firs t
, view ,of Imperial Granada,-', yetat a ,great

distance-backed by the lofty Sierra, withits
snowy summits. . · At a small village famous

for its fruits, 1 ,purchased .amelon as large as '

" a .man's head, for four quartos-a fraction
aboye ..a penny-e-and found it delicious .be~~
yond any that 1 had ever befare ,e~t~n•. ,. Gra-~

nada is .the mostcelebrated, among all the '
, "

Spanish .provinces, for its fruits; "b~t" with ,

. ' : '.'~ ,
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the exception of the melon, the pomegranate,
and the prickly pear, .the season of fruit was

pass~!:!~~..J At Santa F~, .the country becomes
/ rlch n nd populousr for ..here we are within

l the influence of irrigation; and now at ever.y ,

/ step, Granada rose before us with .greater .
, distinctness .and magnificence] The situation·

r\'-...... OfGranaaa -~clip~es that ofany city that 1

I have .ever seen; and altogether, the view in

, .approaching it, struck me more forcibly than

: , any other ,?ew that 1 could at that moment
.( . ~ recollect.. ,, \And "yet, .the . description .would
t .. __~...._... . •

.» ,not perhaps be very striking onpaper:,; be-
cause tlíe ingredients of its magnificence 'con

.c: '
sist in the vastness , and s~lend(lt1F , of .its
Moorisb remains-not a single Alcazar, .not a·

few isolated ruins, whose dimensions the eye
at once embrac.es-but ranges of palaces, and ,

castles, and towers, ' covering elevations .a.

league in , circumference, rising .above 'and.

stretching beyondone another, with a.sub
ject city at their feet ; 'and ' almost vying in , "

'" grandeur with. the gigantic rangeof the

~,-<.snQw~~ie~~~_t~at!~we~s~?~~e_.~ . . .. ..
. It 18 impossible toapproach and to enter

Granada without a 't,hoúsand associations.c--.

I
I.-...
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halfreality, half romance.s-cbeing awakened
within ..,·us : ·:many centuries .are . suddenly
swept from .the .records .of' time; .and .the
events of otherdays .'are pictured in our .

imagination. fA page of history is written 1
, upon ievery object that surrounds us~J We

see the :Vega covered .with the Christian .

camp, and the .silkenpavilion of Queen Isa
bella rising aboye the tents of the .Spanish
nobles : we see thequeen, and ·the .ladies· of
the court, and 8,' gorgeous cavalcade, ride

__- for th towards the Moorish city; and we see' "

----ine Moorish cavalry pour through the gates

into .the plain, .headed b~ the warrior Muza _.
Ben Abel Gazau;andwesee Boabdil, th~
lastaf the Moors; ·úncrowned . .and exiled,
leave' tlie ,cityof his affectións---'~heglory.of
a fallen empire-e-aud turn round "'from the ..

. .

last eminence, . to gaze yet once -more upon ,
the towers of the Alhambra; and .: we .,hear

the fallen: king, as he turns ·in silence and
sorrow from the , contemplation, ,. exclaim, ',

. 'c Allah achbar 1" God is great, ' . '
1 will endeavour to ,convey to..,the reader

, sorne ideaof tbe situation of' Granada, in ,a.
.rnatter-of-íactdescriptíou. ~ .
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The Vega of Granada is about ten miles
long, and seven miles broad ; and being sub

jected lo irrigation, is covered with perpetual
verdure, .with grain of ev.ery description, with
gardens, ··with olive plantations,". and .with

orange groves; .andTt is ·thickly studded
with villages, and country houses, and cot
tages. This plain "is bounded on the south
east, the east, and north-east, by a se'mi~ '

circular range of high .rnountains called the
Sierra Nevada, the summits of which are
always lessor more covered with snow; -and
whén we call to mind the latitude of Gra
nada, this informs us, .without the assist~neé ,. .
of trigonometry, that the ele~ation ,of these
mountains is great. . Upon the outposts of'
tIle , Sierra stands the city of Granada-s-for

, .

the most part, built upon thegentle acclivi- :'
-,ties that lie between the niountains and the, ·
Vega; .b ut somepart of it standing upon the .
Vega 'itself. Two .rivers;' the Xenil and the

. . . . ' .

Daro, flow through the city, and traverse the

Vega. Although the .m óuntains seem from .
-the plain to rise directly behind the city, this ,

is not precisely the fact; two .ridges, from.,

.four hundred to six hundred feet in height,

'- .
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separated .. frorrreach . other by the Daro, lie ,
between the city and the base of the Sierra:
these :directly overlook the city; and upon

oneof thern is situated the chapel of St.
Michael, 'while the other :¡s ·entirely covered

by the ruins ofthe Alhambra, . 'N ot only are'
these .heights covered with wood .andwith
verdure, but the whole city is intermingled·
with gardens ,and orangeriesj and, inclosing
within . it so' many monticules, which are '
mostly occupied by convents and convent '

-------garclens, there is apicturesqueness about the
, cit~ , itself;- abstracted -froni .its Alha~bra ,ar;'
, its .environs, 'that is peeulia'rly-.iIs' own·~~, . , .,: _'...

, , From~hatever'point Granada 'mayBe·con-..'
templated, it is '.a sumptuous .city ; . whether ..

, viewed from - the plain,:' 'or from anyof the .

, neighbouring heigbts: 'even in walking the -,
, .streets, vistas ,of astonishing beauty are occa- '

sicnallydiscovered ; · ,and from .the ·'windows ,

.. ,of myapartment in the Fonda del Comercio,' .

l .have. never "seen any tbing more ' gorgeous
,than. sunset :upon the city of Granada;. nar::'
any:.thing ..more •.'beautiful .than •...the" moon- .·
light' ,falling,,. ~pon its gardens. . and:: groves. . ,

~ -.

'.

..:
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Iaw,-'thou art the object of'my reverence.:

May God be ever with thee, .and may he
crown thy hopes 1 ,Thygreatness throwest
dignity on all that thou doest.. This apart
ment, dedicated to thee, is ful1 ofperfec
tion and strength,-its duration 'will be '
coeval with our faith,-it is a wonder and a '

triumph." "

(

/ \ FrOm the Xeneralife, 1 descended by a
steep path shaded by fine elms ; and cross

.!\ ing the ravine, entered the precincts of the
~....._:j :Alhambra, by what is called the Gate of Iron,
~_ ¡ T he remains of seven gates are passed before

reaching the .innet €Qurf, :wbere cGllarles )\7(. y e' e a
had the bad taste ' 1:0 projec~ ~He eFection of

'NI a: palace, which yet remains in an unfinished
state: clase to this palace stands "the' Alham:

/ bra, themost perfect monument of Moorish

\"'>II!ªg!ljfi~~ncethat·t~~_~.?~!~__~~_~.0 Pass-
.. ing throughanóblong court, with a colonnade

at each end,I found myselfin ~thé'Court of
-Lions, a fine and perfect specimen of Moorish .

taste. (TheCourt, formerly paved with mar·lble, has been -converted into a garden:;' itis
surrounded by a colonnadeof one hundred
and forty elegant white marble pillars ; "' and . .
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in the centre; is a fountain supported by thir- .
teen lions : there, the last of the Moorish

kings were doubtless wont to retire' frorn the

council, to ruminateupon their misfortunes,

, and theprobable termination of their empire. ,
. . Llpon .fhe .alabaster bowlwhich the .lions
supportv.there 18 ·a long inscription,~great

. .

, . p~rt of it is without beauty; and owing to
the darkness 'in which the eventsof Moorish
history are .buried, . it is. for the most part

, unintelligible. " This indeed is an observation

w~ich' mayapply ,to'manyofthe inscriptions
in ' the · 1\.lhambra~ . The .conclusion.iof tbe
inscription ,;' is ; as :f911~ws :-,. ~~ The 'Ruriíy :oí
the .alabaster. ana 'qf .the . ~water nlayvie 'with '
e~ch ·otJier ;, '·..If thou ..wouldst. distinguish the
water, look narrowlyinto the bowI ; ,forboth . . '
might be . liquid, .or both solid. : The water
see~s ,'to ,envy the beauty ofthe basin where .

it Iies; and the basin is jealous of thecrystal.
,water. :,:'Beautiful 'i s .the .stream. that issues

.. • • • ¿ • • •

frommybosom, thrownhigh into the air by- .
. ' , , ' ,

the "profnse; hand .. ~ of Mahomed. .: His geri~-, ·. : ,

rosity excels the strength ofthe Iion.l" . > . .
':" From thecourt of Lions youenter various

VOL. 11. , Q
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halls, .each of them distinguished by the .sin

gularity, and sorne by the beautyof their
walls andoroofs, which .are of the same mate-

. .t.

rials as thoseof the Alcazarof Seville, but of .
better workmanship, andomore vivid in eolour,

. Of these halls, the most maguifícent is the

hall of the ambassadors.or audience chamber.

TThehed-chamber oí the king and queen isa

/ curious sample of Moorish taste, and throws

: sorne light, too, upon the customs of these

~ .dayse ' r There are .two alcoves for the sepa- .
.-rátebeds of .the king and queen, .with pillars
befare themj, and in the middle of the .cham-

( ber therejs a ~~rQ~~.. .fountain : .ftlle flóor .is
<' -~f por~elain,~nd the only light is admitted

tHrough the door, Immediately adjoining the .

bed-room, are two .baths. '. The ·.boudoir of

the queen ..is in a more elevated part oí the

building, in á circular towervfrom which ~

. magnificent prospectisenjoyed.[Many fool

ish persons llave torn away pieces ~fthe fret
work from the walls, -in different parts of the
Alhambra; but tbe old woman who n0'Y' a~...; .
companies .the visitor, looks so. keenly 'after

. . . . .
her charge, that, unless she be accessible to

,' . , . . "

. . ' .. . .; . ~ .' . . ~ . . ' .,' ,. . _... .~ .'
" ' .A' · . •. , . _ :


