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opposite to that 'upon which the wind blows ;

they constantly shift their quarterswith -the
wind. . ,-,

, It was a : laborious ascent to reach the
south-eastern summitof the rock, which is

one thousand five hundred and ninety-five
feet aboye : the .Mediterraueanr but ' amply

,was the labour repaid: "for my eyenever em- '
braced á more ,magnificent prospect. . , ~ook- '

ing towards the east, the .bold coast of Gra-:

nada stretched in awide curve, 'ending in
the dim mountains ,that .lie around Málaga,

Withd~wing~he~eye fromthe Spánish 'coast, '
it wandered .oyer,. tlie calm MediternaIaean,':'

streaked .like'a summer .lake; .and baring its. , ' ,' , .
t rem1:Jling ;bosom to. the. sunbeams. ,,'.Farther

to :tlle soúth, was .seen -an indistinct line,

stretching. reastward ; this waathe coast of

Africa :: .and towards the west, this line grew

more distinct, till. . at :scarce .three leagues

across, ,it terminated 'in tbe dark high moun­

tain of Barbary-one of tbe Pillars of. Her­

cules. "· ','Turning -towards .the .north, l~y 'in ',
unruffled , tJanquillity; , the vbay .. ' that sepa-':. .
rates ~ .Gibraltar -.from the' 'Spanish':Main.

The vessels at anchorwere mirrored below ;
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many Iittle boats . were rowing' about; and
several rnysticos and .scampiavas .had 'hung
out their enormous sails, to woo the .light
airs that 'carne, '-and·died upon the sumrner
sea. . Beyond the bay, 'was the coastof'An-.
dalusia, seeiningly witbin a gun...shot j the

, town of .Algesirasnestling at the head of the.
bay, and in the hollowof themountains tbat
rose behind, dappled with .the lights and
shadows :that tbe few wandering clouds .cast

____.-_upo~ thei~ valleys and acclivities. ,: .Nor was

the gigantic rock itself apicture of no import...
ance. in this glorious view: its. rugged ~ and

fearful preciRices, and deeR ravines-. a niilk­

white. goat here and there standing upon a

giduy ,point-the sentinels far below, their
arms glittering in. the sunshine-.the verdure
that covered tbe lower declivities, and fringed
the bay-é-these completed thepicture i-a píe- .
ture that 1 thinkcan never .pass , from rny

. memory...' " . . . .

.One of the days 1 spent at Gibraltar W8S ..

a Sunday, ~ This day is there observed with

great strictness: .prayers . are. read to the
troops on . parade, . and also in '._the govern-' .

ment house. But it isa most unaccountable .
. . . .



. :SPAIN 'I N -1830~ -169

.'

fact, that there should be no place 'oí 'public
. .-

worship. .for .the large Protestan~, ~ English

population of this British possession : this is
bitterly ' complained óf Hundreds among

the: troops would gladly ,'attend, 'church, 'if
there was jí church ,to attend ; and, many,
rather than go ,'to no templeatall, ,frequent
the Catholic chapel. ,A Protestant church
wasbegun .sorne time' ago, but want of funds

has' prevented its completion. AII this re­
flectsIittle credit upon thóse who have the

management of such matters. " ,
. Gibraltar is a fallen and falling place, as a
place ofcommerce;' and thére is no prospeci

. of any revivál. .' In speakin"g of Cadiz"; I ha"ve
al rea(ly :said that the whole; or almos~ ·the
whole Iicit and iflicit trade of Gibraltar, .has

been tránsferred to that city. The 1088 of.the .

Cadiz market alone, which took .up .exten­

sively thearticles which were received intothe
free port of Gibraltar, ;might easilyaccount '
for .its ,decline. ' But tbere-Is still .another

cause for the decline oí Gibraltar já cause "
. that ,might probably have' been of itself suffi-' '
cient to :determine the ruin' of this .sett lement,

~¡ •
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and which has, at al] events, ~ materially has­

tened 'it : .:1 alIude to the epidemic. ,~· .S ince ,

the .Iast terrible visitation of this kind.. there

has -been a general ".feelingcof. insecurity :
'many, soon afterwarda.removed their estab­
lishments elsewhere ; and others are 'ready,
upo~, the first rumour of disease, to quit a spot

where life is held by so precarious a 'tenure. '

Every one knows the historyof Gibraltar.

Before the establishment of the Moorish em­
pire in Spain, Gibraltar 'was called 'Calpe;'
unaer the Moors it bore the name of Gibel-

. .

Ta~if, and subsequently .of Gibralta~~ : " The
. importance attached 'to Gibraltar dllring :'tne

last years of tlie Moorisn empire, ',has lately
been mane better known to .us by that dé­

lightful work, the Chronicles of the Conquest

-of Granada, In theyear 1704, Gibraltar was

taken bythe eombined .E nglish -and Dutch
fleetsunder Sir Georg"e 'Rooke; . andin 1713
it was confirmed .to England by.the peace of
Utrecht. :' The only important attempt :tó

wrest Gibraltar from the English was made

in 1782, by the combined fleets of Franee and

Spain ~ " but the attempt preved abortive, and
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• Some .account of this enterprise seems to be a . natural

digression j and as the ful1est account oí the rash attempt,which

led to the abandonment of. tite. enterprise, is 10 .be found in .the
work of M. Bourgoing, 1 make no apology ror transferring it to
these pages~ "The court of Spain. .lVeary:of the fruitless block­
ade of Gibraltar, which excited the ridicule of all Europe.rand of
the besieged .themselves; aeriouslydetermined to take this fortress

by ~ome extraordínary ~xpedientor other,,against whieh its steep­
ness, its formidable artillery,. and 811. the skill .of General Elliot

should prove . unavaílíng, Plana poured in from all quarters]

sorne bold to extravagance, .,others so whímsícal, that it :.was

scarcely possible to look upon them as .serious• . Severa! of thís

kind I receíved myself '. One of tbose sent to ministers, formally
proposed to .tbrow up, ·.in .front of the Iines oí St, Roch, .a pr<r .

digioué mount, higher .tnan ;Gibraltar, lvbicb: .'f allid consequentl~

deprive that fortress' (>f ·i ts princi:eal means .of.defence, .The
author had calculated the quantity of cubic fatliomsof eirth, the

numoer o~ hands; and .the time that :\fould be -required by.thís'
enormous undertakingyand preved thot it .wouId be less expen-
sive, and less destructive than the prolongation of thesíege upon
the .plan on whieh it had been begun. . ~..

"Anotherproposed to fill the bomba witha snbstance sostrongly

mepbitic, that on bursting in the fortress, tbey would either put

10 fligbt, or poison the besieged witb their exhalatíons, ' .

, "The plan of D'~r9on was at length presented, and engaged

the more serious attention of the Spanish goyernmetit. , .
."This plan, first projected "at a "distance froro , Gibraltar, br

that engineer, who, '. nótwitbstanding the issue .of tbat famous ­
siege, still enjoyed the .reputatíon oí a roan of great talents, was

, ~erwards matured and modified by him witbin sight of the

fortress~' . But how many .crosses · ,~as he ' doomed to. expe­
rience ! • . .,. ... .., ..." « . ' Scarcely atiy thing 1S known
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, .After having spent s~me~pleasantdays at
Gibraltar, 1 inquired respecting conveyances

respeeting it, except what relates to the ten' floating batteries,
which, on the 13th of September,' 1782, .foolishly exposed them­
selves toothe fire of Gibraltar, and were reduced lo ashes .by the

red-hot: shot from the Exiglish batteries, . This method of sum­

míng up the result of enterprises; is very convenient forindolence

01" ·malignity, but would furnísh history with .·very erroneous

-elements, . Enlightened by contemporary historíans; her pages

will ínform posterity, .that ir this great undertaking .failed, it
~vas from a concurrence oí. círcumstances which the genins of

:p'Ar~on could not possibly control. One of the principal was;
the hurry witb which the plan was putin execution, before all

---the. necessary preparations o had been made for : ensuríng its
success, It .is well known that the ten batteries had been so
constructed as' to .pres:ent to the fire oí tbe fortress, one 'side
c~verea witb blinds three feet tliick, . and kept ·continually wet

by a very ingenious contriva~ce." a'lie :red-hot lialIs were thus

expected to be extinguished on the spot where they penetrated ;

but ~his first measure proved incomplete. . . The awkwardness of

the ..caulkers prevented the working of the pumps, which were
designed to keep up the humidity. It succeeded onIy on board

one of them, ·the Talla-Piedra, and .that very imperfectly; But
this was not a1l; .tbough the place where they were totake their
stations had obeen but .very slightly sounded, theyhad .received
instructions what course they.were to pursue, in arder to avoid .
striking, and tooplace thcmselves ·at oa proper diSknce.. .~s

precaution likew:ise proved unavailillg. ,.. Don "Ventura Moreno,

abrave seaman, but incapable of executing a plan, stung to the

quick by a letter sent him in the evening of the 12th of Sep- .

tember, by General Crillon, .. whíeh contained thia expressloni.

f If you do not make an attack, y óu are a roan without honour ; ':

hastened the departure of the batteries, and placed them in .an:

arder contrary to the plan which had bccn adopted. In conse- .
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to Malaga. I .learnt that it .was a two days'
journey onmule back; , and tbat the charae-

quence of this mistake, no more tban two could sustain them-

.selves at the concerted distance of two hundred fathoms, These

were,..the Pastora, commanded by Moreno hímself and tbe Talla­

Piedra, on board of which, were the Prinee of Nassau, and '

D'Ar~on: but tbey were exposed 10 the fire of the most formíd...
able battery ; . tbat of·tbe Royal Bastión, instead ofall ten being

drawn .up:around .tbe old moje, and receiving only sidewise -the .
fire .or.tbat battery. :: '. .•.. : ' ~ . :

·" The.only .two .. batteries which occupied this dangerous post
made great.havoe.und sustained dreadfulloss. · The Talla-Piedra'

received a .fatalshot. : In spite of all precautions, a' red-hotball
____penetrated to tbe dry part of the vessel : its effeet was slow. . The

~alla-:Piedra had opened her fire about ten in 'the morning ; the

ball struck her .three and five•. Tbe mischief did :not appear

irremediable -till midnight~ . The. San J;uan~' :one of her next· .'

neighbours, shared the s~e fate. It appears ' c~rtaiIÍ tbat toe
eight otbers remaih éd untOucnefu

" But what was still more distressing, every thíng was wantíng
at once: ' cablesto tow off the batteries in place of aceident, and

. boats. to receíve. the wounded. : The attack was to have been

supported by ten ships, and upwards of sixty gun-b óats, .Neither

boats, gun-boats, nor ships, made tbeir appearauce.

"LastIy, accordingto the projected position,the gun-boats were

to bave .been seconded by the one hundred and 'eigbty pieces of

cannon at the línes of St. Roeh. this co-operation was rendered

impracticable. ' .Near four hundred .pieces of artillery were to
. .

have opened at once upon North Bastlon; .Montagu .Bastion, .and
Orange Bastion. ·· With 'a ' superi órity. of nearly three .hundred :

pieees; ., D'Areon flattered: himself that heshould be able :too
silence the"artillery of the fortress.. .. : 'Vhat was bis' consternation
wben he .found that ·the besiegers had no more ' than síxty or

seventy pieces, to oppose to more than t\VO 'hundred .and eighty .
belonging to the besíeged, '
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." The .eombined 'squadron .remained quiet spectators of this

tremendous scene i Guichen; who commanded the French ships, "
sent to "offer assistance to Moreno; who replied tbat he ,had no ,
.occaslon forany,

o' ,"Matters continued to grow worse; and no iemedy could be ,

devisedr Eight of the batteries were at too great a distance to

do or to sustain much injury. . The two others bore in their

bosoms the elements of destruction. Moreno, despairing of

beingable to save any of them, .and -resolvíng that they sbould

not fall into thehands oí the English,directed that those which

were alréady inflames should be suffered to hum, and that aU
____the 'otheré' should be set on . fíre. . . I . have .aeen the ,original

orden to this efFect.. ' Such was the result of that day, ,on which
were annihilated ten ' vessels-' the masterpieces :ofhuman in- o

~_._-

genuity-the building of which cost three millions ofi livi:es, and
. L

whose artillery, an"cliors, cables, riggi¡ng, &c., amounted to two

millions and a half more.

u D'Ar9on,' in the first moment of bis consternatíon, acknow­

leClgea .tliat he alone was to blame for the fatal issue of the day.

1 had for a ,considerable time in ,my possession the original oí

the short, but emphatic 1etter, which hewrote to Montmorinthe
ambassador, from the very shore 'of Algesiras, amídthe dying
sound of the artillery, and bythe )ig;ht of tbe burning batterles,:
1t was as ,follows: "1 ,have. burned the Temple of Ephesus;

, every thíng is .10s1, and through my 'fault. . What comforts me

under my misfortune is, that the glory of the two kings remains
untamished!', .But on recovering 'from , the shock,' D'Areon

wrote a Iearned memoir, in whlch he took great paíns to modify

the confession wbich had escaped him; and to prove that he had

more than ,one partner; or rather that circumstances, the most '

'untoward and imperious, constituted bis only fault.

" Scarcely had Gibraltar foiled beneath its walls, this formidable

, \
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attempt, when in sight of our armíes and our squadron, the place

was re-victualled by Admira!· Howe, who afterwards, with hís

thirty..six ships, boldlyentered the Mediterraneán, He was seen

from Buena Vista passing from on~ sea to tbe other; every spec-
. tator ·supposed tllat he was runníng into the jaws of destruction..

The ñfty-two ships whicb were in the bay, weighed anchor, and
pursued hhn j' but Howe .bafHed our endeavours, as fortune had
done our plans j and returned through the StreíghtsIn the ·same'
security as he had entered them." : Snch is the account given by
M .. Bourgoing. .He had access to know the facts, and they are .
probably 'correct ; 'but there ¡s, evidently, a French polish over
the whole detail. , :, " . " , '

"
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1 had travelled from ·Cadiz. ~...Tempted the
same afternoon by' afine breezefrom the
west; -and by an offer of a passage in .a

Spanish rnystico. .which thecaptain assured
me would sailat six next morning, and would
be in, Málaga. .~he same ,evening,. 1 got .. .all
ready,~took out .,my passport and abill of
'health; and went. to bed in the hope of sIee·p;.

ing nextnight ,in Malaga.,: ·.1 gladlyavail
myselfof' .this opportunityof mentioning the
urijustifiableexactions of the public offíces in

. this ,British ,'possession. 'T hroughout ~ the

whole of'Spain, more than two pecetas (ls. 8l1.) ,
had never been demanded.. at any ' passport
offíce.; .but atGi~raltar, where it is ·difficult to
understand upon .what principIe an English
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subject should require permission of the. .

Englishauthorities . to visit Malaga,-I ~as ,
charged a dollar. As .well might an English-.
man about te>, visit Calais,.be obliged to .have "

the ,permission of,Sir ~~chard Birnie.' At, 'all , '

events, the charge isextravagant, and there- 'o

rore unjust; the petty officer .who .signs his ., .

name at Gibraltar" and pockets the.crown, is ;

not, like a consul in a foreign .port, the re-o
presentative oc. the British government. . and '

obliged tú spend all. iór more than all, that he .
receives. · I~ ,Gibralta~ the .governoriis the ,:

__- ~ repres~ntative of thegovernment; and o the '.'
demand o of a dollar from every 'E nglishman

who passes-'otlirough Gibtaltar, can 0111y. De

regarded as a .robbery of British subjects to

support a sinecurist.
, Looking from my .window, about five next

morning, 1 saw with dismay, that the wind
had increasedalmost ·to a .storm; still from

the w~st" buttoo violent .to aIlow any vessel
to beat out of the bay; for it '¡s oa greatdif- .
ficulty attending the navigation from Gibral..

tar; that the most favourable wind for the

Levant, is the most adverse for carrying a

vessel out of the hay. 1 had made up. my,
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mind ito bear the delay. vand be ..contented

with reading the English newspapers, ánd .

with an English dinner in the hotel; when
the master of the mystico sent toinform ·me
that the wind had so 'much .abated as toper­
mit him to beat outvand that he"was olí the

point of sailing. . 1 immediately ran down to
the harbour, .hired .a boat, and ewas just ' in ,
time .to catch .the mys~ico . upon .' o.ne · oí .i ts ..
tacks. 'I'hevessel hadbeen obliged to leave
the. harbour, because, after gun-fire at five .
,o.'~IQck, .the gates andoharbour .are .shut.and
nóthing'is permitted to pass out orin. .. " : .
_ We beat out of tlie 'IJay 'witli .sorne 'di ffi~' .

culty j-:abrilliant snn-set flámed upon th.e
roe~ ofrGibraltar,-and justas the .sun sunk
behind the.mountains of Barbary.we doubled
Point .:,Europ·a,-' and Iying tó our: course,
'went swiftly through the water, The current.

alone would carry a vessel from :Gibraltar

to Malaga.for it constantly sets in through :the

Streigbts into the .Mediterranean, a fact .that :
has puzzled both navigators and philosophers; .. ..

but with a strong westerly breeze, the.doubt ·
was not, whether we should reach Malaga by

.,TOL• .11. . . N -

/
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day-break, .but .whether we might not rpass
it during the nigbt; for the masters of these
Spanish boatsare not the most scientific
of navigators. ' .l . sat upon deck till the ·line . .
of coast became invisible, and then lay down
o~ the lee side, where 1 slept till day-break ;
andolooking 'uPt 1 found we were traversing
the bay of Málaga, and that we should be in

the harbourin Iess than an :hour. : .Malaga is
an imposing 'object from the sea : ·it stands in
tbe centre ofa wide bay, flanked and .backed

. bylofty mountains ;and bythe picturesque
. 'ruins oí- its ancient fortifications and castle,

which cover tIle liill tllat rises immeaiately to

the east, anél seem; from their 'great extent,
liké the remains of a former city ~ -When we

had cast anchor, the health-boat rowed out to
us ; .fortunately quarantine had Iately :been

. 'removed.; :andoafter a ' .slight examination of
luggage, 1 waspermitted togoon shore ; and o
on the recommendation of the British cónsul,
1 established myself in .the Fonda de los tres

Reyes.
Malaga 1 found an interesting, agreeabI~,

and hospitable city; .andoI . recollect .with
. pleasure the time 1 spent there, After break-
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fasting, and waiting upon .his Britannic· ma­

jesty's consul, Mr. Mark, whose attentions 1
have great pleasure in.acknowledging, 1 com- '

mitted myself to .chance, and 'perambulated

the city. " One of the first places 1 happened
to enter, was the .market, ' where 1 was at­
tractedby thesingularityof a usagewhich.I . .
never remarked elsewhere• . ' Variolls .stalJs

\

were appropriated vto the sale of' poultry;
but these were not exposed whole ;-fowIs,
ducks, partridges, and various other birds,
were cut up: bere was a rowof Iegs,-. there,

of ·.wings, or breasts,-' these ,were 'sold se­
parately; and 1 saw no :lacK. ·of p-urcllaser~

. The general aspect of thepopulation:of Ma-
l~a, ·I ,found even .more Moorish than that of
Seville ; .~ ' and it afforded . innumeráblévad­
mirable. pictures .oí' idleness, ',Many ' of the
market people were .seated on the earth on
circular mats, and the.. stools in general use
were still .lower than in 'SeVille.; .but hun­

dreds appeared to be,doing nothing ; groups

sat upon the ground, their .baeks against the
waII of sorne house 'or c ónvent.; .others lay
upon the steps attheentrance of'thechurches;

N 2. ' :
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and many sauntered listlessly tri and fro in
the sun; .whichvat this'season ,.w as rather
coveted ,thall shunned. , All these idlers were
wrapped up in' their brown cloakao--most of
them ragged and patched,-' .and .the -greater
number were regaling themselves with deli~'

cious melons, which they leisurely and indo­
lently cut ,up with their long clasp knives--"
so often in Malaga put to less innocent pur-

/,~~~~s. \. ·Malaga is noted for ~tsidle a~d ha~
. .1 population ; a 'character which 1 believe it
\ deservedly .maintains, .'andwhich results
1 chiefiy from the facility .withwhich the wants

of life are \·sulJ,Blied. A .gooa. .niélon .Dla-y
often be purclíasea for 1:"70 or ,tliree quartos.

A ',q uavtillo of wine {something .morevthan

f ' a bottle) costs no more ..·· A littlebarrel of
i anchovies may be purchased for tworeals

(4id.) ·; .;and' "if: so; ' the fresh 'sardiña' ,n1us't be
·to:·be .·had . at. aiprice that-will :pura'meal

, within tbe reach of any orie who is possessed
':. of a quarto (less than a' farthing). ~ . These

.. luxuries, ind éed, require a .few .quar tos :.to

obtain them ; and if begging be not sufficient

for this, . the mala .gente of' Malaga (for .. .this
is the expression commonly applied to .its

"~ . .



SPAIN·"IN ·· 1830. 181

:~opulat ion) areat no Ioss to find. the quartos/
· l n ·someotherway. : The whole Idle popula- .
tion of Malaga ~ are ' thieves : : and in 'so' de-\

~

graded a .state is public justice in this .city, i\ .....
f

that crimes of a ' far darker hue than· theft, /
, . " . . ¡

pass unpunished ; ' because, to tak..e notice of ¡
" ' , . , . . . . . , ;

them, ~would . be .to court the worst ·effects of \.
, ' , , ...

revenge. In another .chapter 1 have illus- \
trated,'" by an exarnple, the perfect security /

with which, in Malagava man niay obey the \
very worst passions, A woman whodares . . )
ErQseeute the :murderer of ' her husband, I

speedily receives a.private :intimation that
effectually silences tier ; ana it has 'JJeen not
uncommon, ' ~for ' money .too 'be put iuto -the

llanaS' ,pf .an escrioano previous to tbe .com­

mission of a murder; ·in order to -ensure the
"services and protection of a person so .neces­

sary .to "one '.who .medidates crime, 1 will

relate a trifling circumstance that occurred

while 1 was atMalaga, ·'in corroboration of

what 1 havebeen saying. " ,
One night,·Mr.'F." 'a most respectable '

, rnerchant of the-town, .while on - his ' way
home, .was stopped and robbed. .. The man

who committed the robbery was ':very well "

..'

a
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known to the gentlemanwhom he robbed:
he was "a' waterman, owning. a" ,boat, and

plying betwixt the 'pier and the vessels.
Next moming, Mr, F~ . havingoccasion to go
outtoa vessel, walked down to the pier, and
was .stepping into a boat, when anotber man

.offered his services ; Mr. F., without turning

to look át the man who spoke, said .this was

his ordinary boatman,and he al ways employed

men whom he knew. . " What," sir," said the
other, lifting hishat aboye his brow, "do n't
yeu know me 1'.' ' .Mr..F. turned round, and
saw the .man who had ·robbed 'him the night
.before ; . and yet, to p,r~secute a roan, wlio
thus in open aay elaimed tlle pecollection of

tlte l:?~¡;son he had robbed, would be a hazard

that no prudent .inhabitant of' Málaga dare

encounter.
;- ; ' 1 found the picturés presented by the street
population . of Málaga interesting, .because

they were novel; ".but thestreets themselves
,presented little attraction. .The only hand- .

.,1 sorne part of the town is the Alameda; the

lother parts present a labyrinthof .narrow, .

l intricate streets, almost wholly inhabited by
the tradespeople, or by a low population ; but .

: ..
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the buildings that line ~ ,both sirles of the
Alameda are magnificent, and the interiorof

.many of these houses, 1 found more splendid

than ariy tbing 1 had yet seen in Spain.

The public buildings are . but indifferent ;

with the exception of the cathedral, which

is greatly admired by the people of .Malaga ;
but which, after having seen those of Toledo
and Beville; possesses ·:·but .Iittle attraction.
Like the cathedral of Cadiz, it is not finished;

r

it was intended to be surmounted by six

----t9:\vers, but only one of these has. been

erected. There are no pictures in the cathe­
dral, nOF ' are there an~ worthy of úotice in
the other churches or eónvents of toe 'city.. ': .: .
. ..The state of society in Malaga, does .not
greatly ·'differ from tbat of the other .cities iri
the 'south of Spain ; but there is one strange

peculiarity in Malaga society, that cannot but
forcibly strike a stranger:. this is, theextra- _.~

ordinary familiarity oí.servants. ..: .. l. h~ve fre- ·. )
quentlyseenservants attable, Jom In con- . 1
versation with tbe familyi a . female servant >

while receiving orders, ·always sits down in f
thécompany oí her .mistress ; and, .upon .one \
occasionvwhile a game at basto .was playing, I

. .
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/

1 saw a servant who had ·· brought refresh­
ments,walk forward to _the table, place his
two pecetas upon it, retire, and waitat alittle
distance to ..know the fate of his stake. .-..:.;-.:' ~

- -

With respect to ".moralsv T .might .repeat .
what 1 have said of Cadiz : .1 ~ay merely add, . _

.that a Spanish lady of Malaga, married to a .

highly respectable .Scotch merchant and con­

sul, .and who had resided all her days there,
told me' that she did .not know one .Spanish

woman in Malaga . who had .always led a·
virtuous life. . So universal. 'is .the system of

gallantry. in Malaga, . that a gentleman is not
designated as ,.señQv sl? and SQ, but in~ariably:

- . as 'the cortijo 'of .. tliis (;)u _that, señora. · .In
anotlle~ .. respect, too, the low state of morals

..

\ is shewn : . 1.' allude too the great laxity of

1 female conversation, ..1 was informedby the
English.motherof three grown-up daughters,

1
, that it was impossible to allow them to ,keep

¡ . company with either ma~riedor.unmarried

i Spanish .women; and th.is L. can .very .well

l\ believe, j udging by. the tone of conversation
\ to which 1 have rnyself been witness . .

\ . Last a':1tumn,Malaga supported .an .Italian
.... opera; at whichI was twicepresent.. . .Upon ..
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.one '01 these occasions, La Gaza Ladra . was
: . . .

performed, ::and . not ¡ll .performed, :' -The

Prima .Donna was 'a ' sister. of Mallbran.c--u

very inferior singerto .her celebratedrelative, '

but· by 'no,means' despicable, ~and she was.

well supported both in the vocal parts and by ,
.the .orchestra. vv'I'he '..theatre .was cro,vd~d,'

and .the dresses of the.ladies might be caIled
splendid. The love of dress iscarried to a i
great . Iength in Malaga. ; ; Ayoung lady, \

fifteen years of' age, who was of the same

---party ,with myself at the opera', "told me that .
,she had given twenty dollars for her fan; and

ariother. youpg: Herson, t he 'da ughte[ .er, a

small tradesiñarr in. Ma1aga~ .told me, ' whenI .
.admirad her comb, ~ that it .had COSÍ: fourteen . .

. . dollars." ·:.,It was acurious spectacle in leaving
.the',theatre, to ~ee . sorne hundreds of servants

with Ianterns .wait ing In the street. ·· . Gentle­
.men and ' ladie's, have ,alike their lantern . to .

"Iight tbem .home. . . To attempt .the dark
narrow streets of Málaga without .t his accom-

. paniment, would be ' to tempt the mala.gente,

and ·eertainly . to encounter great .and .un,rie,;.

cessary·risk. ::. It was -a-very. unseasonable
interruption,. · just when . every· .servánt :had

.~ ,
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hill, either towards the sea ?r the back of the
city. .1 tberefore continued threading lny way
among .the ruins. . Lhad reached a"very solí- ,

tary spo~, entirely shut in.by massivewalls, :
when, passingwithin ten .or twelve yards of
a low archway, scarcely two feet above the
ground, 1 1 chanced to turn my eye 'in that
direction, and was startled byseeing thedark

countenances of two men ,peering from the

mouth of it, their bodies being concealed by
the gloom within. ~ AIl that 1 had heard and .

----knew of th~' character of the lowest class iri
Midaga, suddenly recurred to my mind; .I
felf the full.:"~a:nger of m~ situation;' anO.
walking a: fe~ :\vine paees fartlier, as ·if. 1 had

,not.observed them, 't ill a fragment of the ruin
was fortunatelyintercepted between me and -.

the arch" ,1 sprung forward .with no' tardy
step ; b~t 110t befare'..a stealthy glance had .'
shewn me the figure of one man already half
"way between the arch andrnyself, and another
on .'the point of' emerging .from bis Iurking
place. .,,1 have not the smallest doubt, that if
these men had been aware ·of lny approach,

01' if, .in .the hurry of the moment, 1 had mis­
taken my path among the ruins, or found no, " .

. " i

J



~ : . . :

189 'SPAIN ' IN 1830.

outlet, 1 should never liave returned to write
thisvolume: fortunately, however, 1 hadnot

run more than twenty .yards, wlien a gap in '
thé .wall shewed me the open 'country below,

and the .next .moment 1 had passed through

, it, and dropped into a smallolive plantation.
1 .made what haste 1 could; .down the hill to
the city ; and when 1 related tbe circumstanc é
that had taken place, 1 was told ,1 hadobeen
guilty of an imprudence ·that no ' ane ac­
quainted with Malaga would have ventured

üpon ; .that robbery, ' and rnrirder also, had

___----been perpetrated among these ruins ; and that

1 'owe<l .my escape 't <i> ' notfl!¡n~ lJut tlíe lueK~

acciderit offinding a 'speedy éxit; .
Wnen we .think of Málaga, ' it is 'gelleralIY

. . .

inconnexionwith itswines ; which, although

. not so muchoin .vogue iuEngland as .in other

times, yet enjoya high reputation, and along

with its fruits; form the distinction and th é

wealth of Málaga. . 1 shall .therefore make no '

apology .far occupying a few pages with 'sorne
details respecting the .wines and fruits ,.of

this most southern city of the continent of
Europe. · . ... .
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The wines of Malaga are of two .sorts,
..

'sweet, and dry; and of the former of these, .
tbere are Tour kinds. First,Tlle common
'e Malaga," 'known, and exportedunder that

'name. In .this wine there is a certain pro­
portian of boiled wine, which is allowed to
burn, and which communicates "3. slightly
burnt taste to the "Malaga." The grape
from which this wine is made, is a white
grape, -and every butt of Málaga contains
no', less than eleven' gallons of .brandy,
Secondly, "~e Mountain.",., This wine .ismade

.......~_ from the same grape as the other, and like
tlie other, eontains ~olouring I nlatter, ,ana e
brandy; tHe enly €lilferenee ·is, ~liat for
" mountain," the grape is allowed to .become
riper. Thirdly, "lagrimas," the richest and
finest :of the sweet wines of Malaga; the
Dame ofwhich almost explains the manner
inwhich itis made.. It.is the.droppings of

. the ripe grape h~ng IIp, and isobtained with­
out the application of pressure.

The dry .wine of Malaga is produced from
the .. .same . grape as the sweet wine; but
pressed when greener: in this wine there is
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an ·eighth-par t · more of 'brandy tllan in ··the
. ' .

sweet wine ; . no less thanone twelfth part of

the 'dry Malaga being brandy.
'."I'he whole produce of theMalaga vine­

yards is estimated at froro thirty-~ve to forty
thousand butts, 'b ut owing ·to the increasing

stock 'of oId wine in thecellars, it is impos­
sible .to be precise .in ·t his calculation, " The
exportoofall the Malaga wines may ·be stated
at about twenty-seven thousand butts. : . The

principal market is the United States, and

the States of South America; and to these
countries, '.the export ·· is .rather upon the
increase. ' . The. average price 'of the wittes

. shipped fromMaiaga, €loes Det exceed thirty- . .
fi~e u,?llars per butt; but wines are 'occasion- .
ally exported. ·at so high a price as one
hundredvand seventy dollars. i Many at­

tempts have been made ut Malaga to 'pro­

duce sherry, but not with perfect success.

The Xeres grape has been reared at Malaga, .
.·upon ·a ' soil very ·similar to its native .soil ;

.but the merchants of Malaga havenot ven- .
.'tured to enter the wine for export. . ·For my
own part, judging ·from a sample oí wine
which 1 tasted at the warehouse of Messrs.
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.w. & G. Read, 1 should say that the experi­
ment .had succeeded ; ' :and that the .sherry

•
made at Malaga.imíght be' introduced into

the English market .as .sherry ; and from its
great eheapness, it could not fail to cornmand .

a sale. . One reason of the very Iow 'p rice of

the wines of Málaga, is .t o .be . found .'.in ' the

cheapness of labour :..field labour is onlytwo

and a half reals a day (4id.) . . In the fruit

and vintage time it is about double, .;

Next tú its wines, the chief export of Ma­

. laga is fruit; consisting.: of raisins, almonds,
___'--_o·grapes, figs, and lemons : .but of these, .raisins

are' the principal :e~pott. 1 have befare me;

a note of the exports of Malaga for the months

oí SeRtember .. and October, in the .y.ear 1830

- -the chief, tho~gh" ." not .the sale. e~porting .

months,-.and 1 find, that during -that time;
the .. export of raisins amounted to two hun­
dred and sixty-eight thousand, ..,eight hun­
dred · and .forty-five .b oxes ; .: and thirty-one
thousand, nine hundred and sixteen ' smal~er .

packages. r . Of this quantity, · one hundred

and twenty-five thousand, three .hundred and

thirty-four boxee were entered for the United
. . ..

.States; forty-five thousand, five huudred ando
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. thirteen for England; the remaining quantity
.being for France, .the West Indies, the Spa­

nish ports, South America, and Holland.
.The raisins .exported frorn Malaga are of

three kinds; the muscatel; the bloom, 'or sun
raisin, .and .lexias. . . The muscatel raisin oí

Malaga, is the finest in' the world . .· In the
preparation of this raisin, no art isused ; the
grape is merely placed in the SUD, and fre- .
quently turued. ·· 'I'he bloom, or sun raisin, is
a different grape from the muscatel ; . but the

procesa of preparing it is the same: . like the
other.. it .is .merely sun-dried. · The lexias
acquiré this n áiiié íram tlle· liqH'lf in ~hich '

they aré dipped, and which is composed of . .
watér,ashes, andoil: · · these, .after .being .

-. dipped, 'are also dried in the sun. ··AII mus-
. catel raisins are exported in- boxes, and aIso

a . partof the bloom raisins. .In the year

1829, ·the number of boxes of muscatel and

bloom raisins exported, was three hundred
and twenty thousand ; each box containing
twenty-fívelbs.c-eight millions of lbs. "in all. :
This .quantity .is independent of the export·;

ofbloomraisins in casks; and of'Iexias, the .
- . .
VOL. 11. . o .
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annual .export of which, does not .excéed

.thirty thousand -arrobas. The "., export '.of

, raisins to .E ngland -has fallen off; theexport
to América has constantly increased. . Iuthe

, . 'y,ear 1824, I seventy-five 'ships cleared from

theport of Malaga, for England, withfruit.
In .1830, up to the firstof November; thirty­

four vessels had cleared out. It is supposed,

that Cadiz having been .made á free 'port, will

have the 'effect of increasingthe exportfruit
_-__ trade 'oí Málaga. '. Owners are: unwilling ·t o

sendout vessels -from England ,on -ballast. ;
and it is probable, that many will carry Ollt '

goods to Cadiz, atila toea prQceen ta Malaga

to take back a cargo, or part .cargo of fruit . ,: ,
Of the other fruits exported from Malaga, ,

grapes, almonds, and lemons are the .most

extensively exported•. . In the months of Sep-
·tember and'October, ·1830,eleven 'thousand

six 'hundred- and . twelvejars of'.grapes .were
sent to England; to :America, six thousand
four hundred and 't well ty-nine ; and to Russia

one thousand six hundred :and fifty. During

'. the same period of time, fivethousand .three ':

; hundred 'and ,.thirty-fívearrobas .of almonds

(133,375 lbs.) were exported to England ;

.'

, .- ~
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i and .this . constituted nearly the whole ex-
l: port : and during these months also, 'there

were exported to England, three thousand
"1

seven hundred and fifty-nine boxes of lemons;

to Germany, four thousandtwo hundred and
one boxes; and to Russia, eight hundred and
forty boxes.' There is also a largeexport of

. oil from Malaga i but the export for the
latter part of ,1830 would be no criterion of '
the average; because the Greenland whale
fishery having failed, extensive orders for--
oliv:e oil had beenreceived from England..

Eight líundred and twenty-seven Eíges' of pil ,
h d t..=: ¡, • d c. 11 h ra B e. }i" al11: ra Y, en ra i~a oeen eX~Qtte ¡(Jr .. t e ¡:lt lS market

during the aboye montlis.
~He , general trade between England and

Malaga is on the decline: that with both the
Americas is increasing, .. especially in. wines.

The number of British vessels which entered

the port of Malaga in)827,I find, from an

offícial note' furnished bythe British cónsul,
to have been one hundred and four; in 1828, .

.one hundred and twenty-six; in 1829, one

hundredand five; in, 1830, 'up to theTst

ofNovember, 'eighty-th.ree, exclusive- of the
o 2 .~.
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small Gibraltar : vessels ~) ' The number of
./",-~,.'"'.,-.... . ~ _ . ~ ~---."-....-'"...~: ~ ...~. ,--. -~~.- .•..'" ..,. . .

1 Américau'vessels entering in 1829, was fifty-
J five; but the average tonnage oí the Ameri­
J cans.being onehundred and seventy-five tons,
.<1'

1 .and that of the English vessels not exceed-
¡ l . .

! ing one hundred, the whole Americanis

1, nearly equal to tbe whole- of tbe English
e
~ trade, "
~¡ .Whilst 1 remained in Malaga, _my .time
~ was very agreeably employed; the .weather

____ was sufficiently cool to 'allow horse and foot

exercise; andfhe neighbourhoodof Malaga
'afford~ man~ charming :,'excursions ::.: these

pleasantly ·filled uE tlie motnings; '.cwHile a
stroll on the sea shore; the many hospitalities

of English"American, . and Spanish families,
and the theatreor opera, ' agreeably occupied

' . .

the.evening. . Among my .excu~sion.s in ,the
neighbourhood. ionewas made to the conveut .
of Victori,a, 'beautifullyplaced .in. a hollowof

• • I • ~ . ' •

the neighbouring imountains; surrounded by:
.charming ;gardens, where the most delicious

fruits vieiwith each other in tempting the
palate. : Among the autumnal fruits of the

south ~ oí Spain, theyparticularly. prize .t he,. .

granada, or pomegranate, on account of its
"

.. ~ .',


