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~ rainy w‘eath"'er, both on account of the éWampy
nature of the soil, ‘and :of. the -numerous
streams which a mountain storm may convert
*iin a few hours into impetuous and impracti- -
cable -torrents. . The accommodations too;
- are of the worst kind. Between Chiclana,
‘which lies near Cadiz, and Algesiras, oppo-
site to Gibraltar, a distarice of nearly eighty
‘miles, there is only one town, and the ventas
are of the most miserable description:—but
these are difficulties only; the dangers are .
_still more formidable. From the middle of last
June, till the middle of August in the same
. year, no fewer than fifty-three travellers had
‘been robbed upon this road : many, of these
robberies had been attended with violence ;

and, in some .instances, the.travellers had .

been _taken into the mountains,. and long .
detained in the hope of ransom. . More than
two months had indeed elapsed since’ these
robberies. had been committed, and the dan-
ger .was therefore less; the regular band
under Don José had been broken up,.and
twenty-one of their number were at that time
~ ‘under sentence. of death.at St. Roqué but
‘the road was still considered unsafe—the
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post from - Malaga. had been. robbed :only
the: day before, and I was strongly. coun-
selled to. go to-Malaga: by, sea. It is fre-
quently, however, such roads as these, that
are most worthy the.attention of the traveller;
‘and’ as’ my. object was::to see Spain, I.con-
cluded ‘a bargdin with a-man who. had the
reputation of being honest, .for -three horses
and his own attendance; for. whlch I agreed
to pay twenty-one dollars.« ‘w000

- In: travelling between Cadlz and Glbraltar,
the plan usually'recommended::is, to. leave
Cadiz in ‘the afternoon, and ‘sleep..at .the
town of Chiclana; the following day a push
is ‘made 'to:reach Tariffa, or the Venta dela
Jondal; and the third“'day;«a'moderate jour-
ney brings the travellar:to Gibraltar. : I left
Cadiz therefore about two o’clock, -and “pro-
ceeded: along * the causeway, and /through
Isla, both of which I have ‘already spoken of
in"returning from: Xeres :to- Cadiz. - In the
course:‘of fourleagues, I was: stopped no
fewer than five times by custom-hcuse offi-
cefs, and was obliged each ‘time to have a
| pec'eta "‘re_ady, to avoid the inconveniencé of
search : this is only a part of the system of
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bribery: and ;fobbery_ which: pervades. every

public department in. Spain; these:men have
scarcely:any salary; and. for the: sake of a
paltry saving, government allows itself to be

‘rabbed to a. hundred times the amount; by

the contraband:trade, :which :is: connived at
by all the undér employées. Shortly after
leaving Isla, I left the Xeres road, and, turngd

- to, the right, through: a dreary and: swampy

plain. that extended nearlyito Chiclana: it
was almost dark when we yet wanted a

league of the town; but we put our: horses

into a gallop—and no- horses go more agree-
ably than the little Andalusians—and arrived
ahout eight o’clock at the door of the posada.
Here we found tolerable accommodation. for
this part of-;Spain—some good fresh eggs,
and a.stretcher to- 'slee‘p fuponé-?and at five
next morning we mounted and trotted out of

.the town.

It still Wanted nearly two hours to sun-
rise; but, the crescent moon lighted our path.
It has been said, truly, that the waning moon -

is the moon of the traveller. . In southern

countries, where the_ nature of the ‘climate
creates a necessity for night journeys, or.in
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“any country when a long journey is neces-

sary, it cheers many a lonely hour, and gives -
security to the traveller in uncertain and
dangerous paths. When day dawned, I found
myself - ti'avelling among uncultivated hills,
with pine trees scattered over them; and the
ground entirely: covered with the crocus,
‘and many other beautiful flowers; the track
seemed - to depend entirely upon the know-
ledge of the guide, who wound in and out
‘among the glades and the trees, and up and
~ down the declivities; with the assured step of
a man who knows his business. - The sun
rose with its usual splendour ; and soon after,
we descended into a valley full jof pleasing,
“and even cheerful scenes. No one could
have believed it to be the beginning of No-
vember ; it was like a July morning in Eng-
land,—calm, and mild, and sunny,—the sky
was without a cloud, and the little birds were
at their play and their song. The valley was
finely wooded, and covered with thousands of
aromatic shrubs ; a flock of milk-white sheep
was feeding in one place, and a small herd of

cattle in another; two or three muleteers;,
and their trains, were winding down the
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n'eighbéuf'ing' heights ; and a peasant, with
his gun, and two dogs, was wading among
the underwood, in search of provender for
his cabin. From this valley, we passed again
~ into a more déserted country, . where, in one
| spot, I observed a small hut 'coﬁstructed" of
branches of trees, bound together by the
Esparto rush, and inlabited by a woman,
who brought a bottle of brandy to the door;
and ‘tempted the muleteer by an encomium
upon its excellence.:- The owner of the hut
was no doubt the man we had seen with his
gun and. dogs ‘Soon afterwards, we came in
sight of Vegé, a small village situated upon a
conical -hill ‘aboutone’ thousand | feet ‘high,
which stands at one side of a charmmg fertile
valley, full of orange groves ; and_fig trees;
and at the foot of the hill, we stopped at a
venta to refresh the horses, ‘and ourselves:
This was a wretched place, _where‘nothing‘
could be had to eat, and where there was °
neither table nor chairy av.li_ttlé “hot- water
hdwever,“was got with some difficulty ; and
with tea ‘without sugar or milk; and bread; .
which I had _brou'ght along with me, I made o
‘an indifferent breakfast. " The master'of the
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venta and his wife, struck me as being two
of the most suspicious-looking people I had
seen I Spain; and the guide afterwards
almost admitted that they were not to be
depended upon. It was in this venta, about
three months before, that a robbery, attended
with some violence, was committed: ten
banditti entered, while three travellers were
at supper; and it was well known that the
owners of the venta were not unacquainted
with some of the number.

+. From this venta, there are two roads to
Gﬂ?)ﬁltar, one, which leads to Tariffa, about
't'iiﬁﬁy-four miles distant;“~'the 'other, by a
solitary venta," considéerably" nearer. The
master;of the venta strongly urged us to go
by the latter; but having been expressly
cautioned against this in Cadiz, I resolved to
keep to my original ‘plan, and go to Tariffa;
but, in such cases, it is always wise to keep
one’s counsel. ‘Accordingly, I pretended to
be convinced by his reasoning; but the
moment we left the venta, T told the guide
that I was resolved to go by Tariffa; and he,
although more disposed towards the shortest
road than I relished, promised that I should
be obeyed.
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For a short time after leaving the venta,
there was some appearance of a road ; but it
soon terminated, and we struck to the left,
among wide green slopes, thickly scattered
with fine clumps of ilex, beneath which,
many herds of swine were feeding. We
passed two or three mud cabins, with a patch
of cultivation round them; at the door of one
of these, an old man was seated upon a
bundle of rushes, and a fine athletic young
man stood beside him leaning upon a long
“gun. The picture was striking; but it is by
spersons, like these, more perhaps than by
regular banditti, that 'the  solitary /traveller
runs the risk ‘of ‘being ‘robbed. 'Soon after-
nwards@aryoung man, habited something like
a soldier in undress, joined us: he said he
was running away from Xeres, having been
detected in some contraband transaction, and
that he was going to Tariffa. -It is never safe
in Spain, to join company with strangers:
this man and the guide immediately began to
differ as to the road; and the guide, after
some altercation, yielded to the other, whose
good intentions I had afterwards the strongest
reasons for doubting.
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The country through which we passed,
after leaving the venta where we breakfasted,
was for the most part uncultivated ;- here and
there, a little corn land was to be seen; and
I noticed one or two ploughs at work :-herds
- of cattle, horses, and sheep occasionally- gave
life to the landscape; and now and then a
man with his gun, ranged the brushwood, or
was seated upon a bank: but there. were
no houses, and no stationary inhabitants:
whoever we met ‘seemed to be far from home,
and every little while, a monumental cross
was seen by the way-side; I counted no
fewer - than twenty—seven during the 'day’s
journey. NDEJERIALE WL BT

Towards evening we. began to- descend
rapidly; and after winding among some nar+
row rocky defiles, we came suddenly: upon
~the sea. TFor some hours before,. I .had
noticed very elevated mountains towards the
south-east, rising above the lower hills that
lay around; these, before reaching the sea,
had seemed to be close at hand, and I was
- much puzzled to understand what moun-
tains they could be, since I knew we were
fast approaching the c¢oast. It had never
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occurred to me that we had all day been
travelling towards the Streights; and the
sudden opening from which the sea burst
upon me, explained my difficulty. These
were the mountains of Africa; and the coast °
of Morocco rose boldly before me at the dis-
tance of a few leagues. It was impossible to
look upon the coast of Africa for the first
- time, without peculiar emotions. : Africa, its
untrodden solitudes, and mighty and un-
known rivers: its swarthy kings and savage
people: its wonders and its wrongs. The
mind travelled backward to Egypt and her
glories—to Carthage and ' her dominion=to
the Moors, their past conquests, and present
debasement ; and the eye, looking beyond the
barrier of mountains that seemed guarding a
fabled land, wandered ‘over the desert of
Zahara, and the reedy rivers; and descried
the solitary white man walking by their
banks,—seeking glory, and finding a grave!
- Soon after reaching the sea-shore, it became
dusk, and in place of being now at our jour-
ney’s end, we were yet some leagues distant
from it. I have seldom looked upon a wilder
Cver.in . .ono
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or more desolate scene, than that which lay
around. Between us and the sea, was a suc-
cession of dry sand hills—on the left, vast
fragments of rock were scattered below the
cliffs, that rose in dark and rugged outline -
above, crowned by thé ruins of a Moorish
watch-tower ;—and the roar of the sea, and
the deepening dusk, and the place, and the
solitude, and the helplessness of a traveller,
all conspired to fix the scene deeply in my
memory. It soon became entirely dark, ex-
cepting _the'-lig‘ht of the stars; but in such
places, darkness scarcely adds to the inse-
curity ‘of the traveller, because: it conceals
him. Almost all ‘the robberies that take
place, are at dusk; or sometimes, in broad
day; and, unless one has been seen to set
out upon "a.. journey towards- evening, .dark=
ness. may be considered a defence..  But in
this journey, there. were other- dangers than
robbery, to be apprehended; the road was
-interﬂ_slec.tecﬂi here and there, by arms of the
sea, which, but for the reflection of the stars
in the water, I must frequently have plunged
" into. Sometimes a shallow. was found; and
‘sometimes, by making a circuit, a bridge was
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discovered, but of the frailest and most dan-
gerous kind.. Once, following the. young
man who had joined company with us, and
whose white jacket was a'convenient guide, T
found myself, before I was aware, upon a
bridge not a yard in width ; without parapet,
and, in ‘manyplaces; loose beneath. > The
bridge was long, and a broad arm of the sea

was beneath : ‘it was impossible ‘to'dismount,
and I could ‘only trust to' my horse, which,
fortunately, was both sure-footed and bold.
- Shortly after'this, a circumstance occurred,

which gave rise’ to strong, and ° very natural
suspicions’ of ‘the! young ' man ‘who ‘accom-
“ panied us : hewas, at this timé; about twenty
yards in advance; ar‘id"I' wassu'rpﬂs‘ed by
hearing aloud whistle. 1 unmedlately pushed
forward and seized his arm, and asked: ‘why
he whistled—but not before he had found
time to"whistle a second time. - He said his
mother lived tkere, pointing' to a little height
close to the sea, upon which' something like
a house, or a tower, could be discerned. This
seemed very like a fiction ;' I;ha'vé little doubt
that the place he pomted to was'a rendez#
‘ v d 1P L 2 A S
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vous of contrabandisters, with whom ‘he was
connected, and these are often the worst
robbers. 'What might be the meaning of the
signal, I was unable to tell, but I resolved to
watch him. O T B L
- I thought this journey was to have no end
—there was still no appearance of Tariffa—
and, when I supposed we must be close to
the gate, the guide stopped at a lone house
close to the sea; and, telling us we were yet
a league distant from the town, said, I might
find accommodation in this house: but this I
refused, and insisted upon going on; and at
length I was rewarded by the welcome sight
of lights; ‘and in a few minutes we were
among: the straggling houses that lie outside
of the town. The gates of the town were
shut; and the guard told me, that no one could
‘enter without permission from the governor.’
- Leaving the horses standing, I approached
under an escort ; and a soldier upon the top of
the wall, asked our business. I repl_ied, thatan,
English gentleman, travelling with a regular,
passport, requested permission to enter the
town ;  but, after waiting a full half-hour, the:
permission was refused, and I was o‘bliged, in
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consequence, to go to a most miserable venta
beyond. the gates.- There was, perhaps, some ~
excuse for this strictness. Tariffa is at all
times a sort of prison, where convicted per-
sons are kept at large; and the knowledge
that there were, at that time, some refugees
in_Gibraltar, and that an attempt had been
all but made upon Algesiras, was sufficient to
justify. a refusal to do what is at all times a
matter of special favour: - | :

At the wretched venta to which the guide
conducted me, nothing could be had to eat,
excepting a little cold fish, which had been
stewed with oil and garlick. I need scarcely
say, there were no knives or forks; these are
luxuries rarely to be met with in a Spanish
venta. . Every Spaniard is provided with his
own clasp knife; and as for forks, they can
be dispensed with : a traveller in Spain will
therefore do well to provide himself with these
necessaries. There is one comfort, however,
that can, with few exceptions, be always had,
even in the worst venta,—good wine; very
different, both in flavour and strength, from
the wretched beverage generally set before
one in the French auberge. " And this was the



150 - SPAIN IN 1830.

only comfort to be got at the venta at Tariffa;
for sleep was out. of- the question, in a bed
that had long been in the undisturbed pos-
session of other living-creatures. = Next morn-
i,ng,‘ the mistress of the-house demanded two
d(l)llh_ars for- her accommodations.- “When a
charge is exorbitant in Spain, less will always
be accepted ; and one dollar seemed 1o me
quite sufficient payment for: a bottle of wine
that probably cost a real, and a hed that was
already occupied. . T TS
Next, morning - about-. sunrise, - I gladly
mounted my horse; and without entering
Tariffa we skirted the walls, and struck into
the road to Algesiras. " This is' one of the
most charming rides I have: seen in a_ny part
of Spain: itis a mountain road, abounding in
the finest mountain ; prospects; sometimes
climbing to-a great elevation, and sometimes
descending: into deep valleys,-and. now and
then disclosing magnificent. views over. the
sea. - The' coast. of ‘great-part .of Andalusia
and of Granada, is of a curious conﬁguration'-:
an infinite succession of conical -hills, rising
one above another, decline backward from
the sea, forming altogether an elevated chain
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of mountains, from three thousand ‘to five
thousand feet in height; the road, thérefore,
which winds among these, necessarily con-
ducts the traveller to never ending variety of
prospect ; and this variety I fully enjoyed for
the first time,: in. travelling. between Tariffa
and’ Algesiras.. . At the highest point which
the road traversed, the view might be called
sublime : " it lookéd down into the sea, which
seemed like a majestic river flowing between
~ gigantic mountains; one of its banks being
the. mountain below me, which appeared to
dip into the water—the other, the Barbary
coast, .stretching away in bold outline, and
 forming, . directly “opposite, - that high -and
frowning promontory, which is the southern
boundary of the Streights of Gibraltar. -
.. From' this point, the road ‘descended into
a deep and highly picturesque valley, cross-
~ ing a fine clear torrent, -and then ascending
through a forest of aged cork trees.: Here
the air was filled with the.perfume of aro-
matic plants, particularly the balm of Gilead,
which grew every where around; and T also
noticed abundance of rosemary, sweet mar-
jorum, and many medicinal plants, of whose
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names I am ignorant, although 1 had no diffi-
culty in recognizing their smells.

. From the next elevation, I obtained the
first view of Gibraltar,—an object, that even
if deprived of its localities, would possess an
interest exclusively its own ; for it is impos-
sible that an Englishman travelling across the
‘Peninsula, and first descrying this tower of
strength rising between Africa and Europe,
should not feel that he is an Englishman.
Far from country and home, home lies before
him; and he is not too prejudiced a man,
who, .in a moment like this, feels that there
is a peculiar charm' in an English voice, ‘and
puts spurs to his horse that he may the sooner
hear its music. . I stopped a few moments,
however, ‘upon the elevation, to enjoy the

prospect: the calm, sun-shiny bay of Alge-
~_siras, lay below,—the blue bosom of the
‘water chequeredh- with the maﬁy vessels and
their shadows ; the rock of Gibraltar, part in
sunshine, part in shade, rising out of the
_ other side of the bay. Beyond the tongue of
land that connected Gibraltar with the coast
of Spain, were seen the lofty Sierras of Gra-
~ nada; while beyond the Streights, the horizon
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was bounded by the. mountains of Morocco.
But the pure air of the mountains had dis-
posed me for breakfast, and 1 made ‘haste to
reach Algesiras, where I found a good inn
‘and tolerable coffee. - ' 3

. My muleteer. having no passport for Glb-
raltar, he of course could not pass the Spanish
lines, and I was therefore obliged to-. find
- another conveyance for Gibraltar; and while
inquiries were making for horses, I took the
opportunity.of strolling through the town.

Algesiras is charmingly situated at the foot
of mountains, upon a little slope; and the sea
washes the houses. The ruins of the ancient

~ citadel, within which the Moors continued to

defend themselves when they were driven
from the town, are still visible. ~Just oppo-
site to the town, and not a quarter'of a mile
. from the shore, is the little island of Palomas;
it is fortified, and commands the town, and
the approach on that side. When I walked
down to the harbour, I found the packet-boat
for Ceuta getting under weigh. - Ceuta, a
Spanish possession on the African coast, is
five leagues from .Algesiras; and a packet .
sails twice every week : the passage seldom
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exceeds five or six hours. The wind was
fair, and I was almost tempted.to step into
the ‘boat, which would carry me to Africa to
dinner. . But Ceuta, I believe, is an uninter- |
esting spot; and if one be desirous of visiting
Africa, it is better to.go to. Tangiers, to which
there are constant opportumtles from Gib-
raltar.:; | \ . .
.. It was upon AldeSIras that an attempt had
been meditated by a small body of refugees,
and .others,—chiefly from Ceuta,—collected
at Gibraltar ; it was fortunate for them that
the intention was discovered, because any
descent upon Algesiras could only have been
followed by their destruction. ' There was
not. the slightest truth'in any of. the reports
which were currént in other countries, re-
specting. risings in_different. parts of the
southern provinces. No attempt ‘was made
to disturb the government in any part of An-
dalusia, nor with the exception of the scheme
I have just noticed, is it believed that any
was meditated. -
- I left Algesiras before noon, and rode
W1th1n water mark round the bay towards
Gibraltar. Across the bay, it 1s not a league
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from Algesiras to Gibraltar, but round by the
tongue of land, it is between two ‘and three
leagues ; no one however can regret the dis-
tance, for the views on every side are magnifi-
~cent; and the sands, when the tide is a little
back, are spacious and dry. After crossing
two wide creeks by ferries, I found myself on
English, rather than on Spanish ground; for
though still within the Spanish lines, I met -
numerous pafties of English officers and
- ladies on horseback; and having passed the
Spanish sentinels, and the neutral ground,
which'is but very limited, I was in the Bri-
tish dominions, | |



CHAPTER XVIL.

: GIBRALTAR. MALAGA.

Picture of the Street Population of Gibraltar; the Construction of
- Houses favourable to Epidemic; Scenery, union of Nature
“and Art; the dgremens of Gibraltar as a Military Station;

high Prices in Gibraltar; the Alameda; the Excavations; -
Walk to the Summit; the Monkeys; Magnificent View;
' Sundayin Gibraltar; Trade; the Epidemic; Extortion at the
Passport Office; Voyage to Malaga; View of the City from
the Sea; a strange Usage; Pictures of Idleness; facility of
Living in Malaga; Bad Character of the Population; an
Anecdote; Public Edifices; Society; Morals; Italian Opera;
curious Scenes; a perilous Situation; the Wines of Malaga;
Produce, and Export of Wines; Malaga Sherry; Export of
~ Fruits; the Raisins of Malaga; Trade with England; Ex-
cursions in the Neighbourhood; Water-Coolers; Prices of
Provisions. ‘ | | B

To some, it may almost appear waste of |
words, to speak of Gibraltar,—Gibraltar, a
British possession that every body has heard
of, and where there are always five or six
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British regiments; and yet, if I be at all
entitled to judge of others, by my own igno-
rance of Gibraltar before I visited it, I suspect
the rock of Gibraltar is but very imperfectly
known to those who have never passed the

Strelghts 3
"+ When I threw open the window of the
hotel, and looked out upon the street, it
seemed as if I had been suddenly trans-
ported to England. T saw English houses,
~ English names upon the corners of the streets,
English names over the shops, English faces,
English dresses.” But a more narrow in-
spection of -~ the ' population,  destroys  the
illusion; for it is of so ‘motley a character,
that if we can suppose one to be carried to
Gibraltar, without having been informed of
~ his destination, he would be utterly at a loss
to imagine in what corner of the world he
had been set down. That gentleman saun-
tering down the street in a surtout and black
neckcloth, is an Englishman; his counte-
nance and his dress, alike decide his country:
the two ladies who follow,.are Spanish; the

light step, and graceful gait, would be suffi-

cient- to. determine this; but the mantilla



158 SPAIN IN 1830.

and the fan, put it beyond doubt: those two
on horseback, are a British officer and an
English lady; the horse and the scarlet
uniform fix the character of the one,—and as
for the other, the bright sunny face, and
auburn ringlets, are sufficient, without the
evidence of the riding habit. The three
women crossing the street, are neither English
nor Spanish; their scarlet cloaks, trimmed
with black velvet, distinguish them as Gibral-
tar women ; or they might be Genoese.
@gase men with turbans, ample trowsers, and
mm“mn girdles, standing in a group under
. the “piazzas,” are/ Moors; the former masters
.of Spain: and 'thesewith"bare 'legs; and
sandals; and black caps and beards, sitting
in the streets, are Barbary Jews, the common
porters of Gibraltar : and that, is an English
trading captain, easily known any where :
and who can mistake the British tar, with his
jacket and trowsers, and rolling walk, and
bluff countenance—or the Spanish muleteer,
the Andalusian, with his dark eye, and
bizarre dress—or the kilted soldier, his
sinewy limbs, and rough face, bearing the
complexion of Scotch winds, and Highland




SPAIN IN 1830. 159

hills? All this i1s seen in less than two
minutes from the window of Griffith’s hotel.
Nothing can be worse judged than the
manner in which the town of Gibraltar is
built ; the houses are constructed for the
latitude of England in place of the latitude of
Africa. It is not to be wondered at, that. -
when epidemics find their way to Gibraltar,
their progress should be irresistible ; for not
one demand of a hot climate has been com-
plied with: here are no patios, and foun-
,_;.ta;_ns, and open galleries, admitting a free
| ,_%c’ul’qlon of air, as in Seville; all is closely
boxed up, asif for the elunate of \England ;
‘closed doors; marrow: passages; |and /narrow
- g tﬁlﬁ?, gep out the fresh, and keep in the
foul air. In place of the floors being of brick,
or Valencia tiles, they are of wood; the
rooms are small; the windows, not folding,
lightly closed, and opening upon airy balco-
nies, but constructed upon the most ap-
proved air-excluding plan; and the bed-
rooms carpeted, and the beds curtained. The
effects of all this may easily be imagined,—
the spread of disease is powerfully assisted
by filthiness, and by impure and stagnant
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air; and, accordingly, no where in Europe
have the ravages of the plague been so fearful
as in Gibraltar. The streets and houses are
incapable of alteration; and therefore the
only remedy would be, gradually to" pull
down the houses, and to replace them with
.others better fitted to the climate. |
“The morning after my arrival in Gibraltar,
- T walked out, with some curiosity, to see more
of a spot of which I had heard so much.
After leaving the town, the road led me
towards the south-west, gradually mounting
the rock, and disclosing novel and entrancing
views below, while it conducted me through
most charming scenes. ' I 'was every where
struck 'with the results of industry, and of
art—not supplanting nature, but adding its
embellishments where her hand had already
traced the outline. - Wherever a nook in the
rocks was covered with a little soil, it bore
evidence of the labour that had been be-
stowed upon it; upon every little eminence,
beautiful cottages, the quarters of the officers,
or the country houses of the merchants, were
seen surrounded by pretty gardens; and
shaded, on one side perhaps by a majestic
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rock, on the other by orange trees and acacias. -
On both sides of the road, luxuriant hedges
of geranium in flower, captivated more senses
than one; and the rocks, too, were covered
with "its scarlet and lilac blossoms.. The -
road which I pursued looked down upon the -
* Alameda, which' I had not then visited, but
which looked most captivating from above; -
I saw it sprinkled with fig trees, with their
broad beautiful leaves and fantastic trunks—
and acacias, with their little yellow tufts so
full of fragrance—and orange trees, speckled -
thick with the bright fruit, embowered in its
green alcove. . It was a charming prospect to
look down .upon the *Alaineda‘, and across to
the Spanish main; over the calm. bay—and
up to the gigantic rocks, covered with their
natural :foliage, and ‘sheltering ‘the pretty
villas that nestled under them. In about an -
hour and a half, I reached the ‘south-west
point, after passing numerous ranges of fine
barracks ; here the rock dips perpendlcularly: |
into' the sea; and from this point, the long.
~ bold line of the African coast is seen stretch-
ing away to the west and south. The whole
rock of Glbraltar is mtersected by roads,
VOL. II. M
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broad and-smooth, all adapted for horse exer-
cise, and most of them for carriages. In fact,
Gibraltar is not the banishment some people
suppose; and as military quarters, it pos-
sesses many more agremens than any English
provincial town can boast. . There is no want
of society in Gibraltar, for the military are
always sufficiently numerous to form- society
among themselves; and that fine old gentle-
man, Sir George Don,* is jusf,such,a man as
‘ought to be governor of Gibraltar, because he
“understands hospitality, and brings the in-
habitants together. Every body in Gibraltar
is bent upon amusement : there are balls and
concerts, and private parties, and an excel- .
lent library and a reading room, where I saw
the English magazines fifteen days after the_y»
‘were published in London. Add to all these
agremens, charming rides on the fine sands
within the Spanish lines; walks in the Ala-
meda, where there are parades and military
music every day; boating in the bay ; and
excursions to Algesiras, Ceuta, and Tangiers;
and news from England by the (steam-pac':ket
© * Since this was put to piess, Sir Géorgé Don h;s béén
recalled. o .o e
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every month,—and it will be admitted that

Gibraltar is not a place ‘of military banish-

ment.  One drawback Gibraltar indeed pos-
sesses,—the expense of living. Almost every
article of subsistence is brought from  the
Spanish main, from Africa, or from England ;
and every thing is therefore expensive: house-
rent, especially, is exorbitantly high; the
rent of a moderately sized house, ranging
from 200/. to 400/. per annum. It is proba-
ble, however, that the withdrawal of business
and population from Gibraltar to Cadiz—the
result of the latter place having been made
a free' port—will affect' a reduction in the
value of property, and in the amount of
house-rent. - Clothing is an"exception to the
dearness of every thing in Gibraltar: all
goods of foreign manufacture are of course to
be bought of the regular trader, in a free
port, at the same price as in the country
where they are manufactured, with only the
addition of freight, and the profit of. the
dealer; but all such articles find their way
'by some means into the hands of the Jews;
and at the public sales which are held in
~the market-place almost daily, every thing
| | M 2
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may be bought far below prime cost.-—I saw
fine broad cloth sold at a dollar a yard.

The Alameda of Gibraltar is truly a little
paradise; and whenever I left the inn, I
found myself on the road to this delightful
retreat. Along the whole of the north side
~ of Gibraltar, there is a level, or nearly"
level - stripe, between the base of the rock-
and the sea; this stripe varies: in. breadth,
from a quarter, to perhaps two-thirds of a
mile; the east end of it is occupied by the..
town, and . the .west end by the Alameda.
This. delightful promenade is about half a
mile long; it is intersected by innumerable
walks, and affords, besides its own  attrac-
tions, ever changing and delightful views of -
the bay, the rock, ‘the mainland, and the
town. . The fences are entirely of geranium
of every variety; and of a size, such.as would
be thought worthy of a pilgrimage in Eng-
land. The spaces: between the walks, are -
thickets of geranium, and of various flowering
and- odoriferous plants, seen in the English
green-house ; and fig trees, silver elms, aca-

cias, and orange trees, are thickly scattered -

over .this little paradise.- The Alameda of
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Gibraltar  would ‘be beautiful any where—
even if surrounded by a desert; -but how
much more beautiful, bounded on one side by
a‘rock fifteen hundred feet high, and on the
other, by a placid bay of the Mediterranean!

. But it is the excavations in the trock that
are always spoken of as the wonder of Gibral-
tar. . I of :course: visited ' these,  and found
_ them all, and more than all, that I had ex-
pected.. The ‘whole interior: of the: solid
rock has been hewn, blasted, and formed into
galleries, of immense extent,—wide enough
for a carriage,—and leaving, every. ten or
twelve yards, openings at which cannon are
placed, commanding the sea or the -land
_approach to the rock. . There are two gal-
leries, one over the other, and ;th’e; extent of
both is between two and three miles. At one
point in the highest gallery, a small opening
leads to a ‘projecting part of the rock, at the
side of the great precipice of fifteen hundred
feet, facing the north-east: I found every
niche in the rock covered with white nar-

cissus,—and - beautiful lookedjthese ~gentle

flowers, standing in little cOmpanies'_, in spoté
where the hand of man could never reach,
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nor the foot of the goat ever stray: but I
made a capture of one cluster, which nodded
uﬁon a little shelf within my reach; they
smelt quite as sweet as the garden narcissus;
and there were no fewer than elght flowers
upon one stalk. - "
After leaving the galleries, l Wlshed to
ascend to the highest point of the rock; but
a sentry stopped me, telling me I could not
be permitted to go higher, without an order
from the governor. But the day being tran-
scendantly beautiful, -and, resolved ‘upon a
day’s ramble, I got out of the sentinel’s sight,
and leaving the road, scrambled in a direct
line towards the eastern point. Turning the
corner of the declivities fronting -the east, I
suddenly found myself.-in the neighbourhood
of eleven monkeys; - they did not perceive me
at first, nor, when they did, was there any
great.alarm manifested among them. They
turned round, sat up, and looked at me; and
“after a few moinents’ scrutiny, they wheeled
about, and scampered away, chattering, and
looking behind them; and disappeared round
some projecting rocks. . The monkeys -are
always to be found on the side'of the rock




