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.rainy weather, both on account ofthe swampy
nature .of the. soil,'and :of. the ~ .numeroús

. streams which a mountainstorm may.convert

~ -in 'a few hours into impetuous and impraqti~.

cable ,.torrents, ;.. The accommodations too,

-are oí .the worst kind•. . Between .. Chiclana, .
whichIies .near Oadiz, and AIgesiras, ,oppo­

site toGibraltar, ,a distaríce of nearly: eighty
miles, there is only .one town, .and. the. ventas
are of the most 'miserable ·.. description r--cbut

these are difñculties only ; .the ' dangers are ~ .

-----st ill more formidable . .From the middle of last

"J une" t ill the middleof Augustin the same
yea~, no,fewer. t,han e fifty~three , travellers had

been robbed,..uBQll ~his' road: roany¡ ofthese
rgbb~riés 'liad .been _atteild~d, withviolence;
alld,: in ',sorne .instances, . the :. travellers had
been __ taken :'into the .mountains, ~ .and .Iong. ' . ~.

detained inthe .hope of ransom.•.; More than

two rnonths had indeed elapsed. since these

"robberies , had been committed, and thedan­

ger .' was therefore less; . the regular band .. .

under .Don José .had been . broken up.s.and

.twenty-one of.their numberwere atthat .time , '
, . uuder. sentence ofdeath at St. .Roqué ; ,',,but , .
·t he ·:,r oa·d .,was . still . considered ~ unsafe-', the

~ '¡ .,J ' •
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post from. Málaga- had been . .robbed vonly

the day before, and Iwas ' strongly .. COUQ.~
selled t() ~ ' go to . Málaga. by sea.. ,It ··is .fre­
e¡uently,' however.auch. roads as, these, that

are most wórthy the. attention of the traveller;
,and:"as..my. object was. .to' see .Spain, 1, con­

cluded.. 'abargáin :,vith' -a .- man who had .the

reputation ~of being honest, .for .three horses

andhis own attendance; : for. which 1 agreed
to pay : t ,ve~ty-one .dollara.n;. ~I r', : ~ . .• '; ; ;. ( . , ,: ~ :.

.', '. Intravelling be~~eeIiCadiiand Gibraltar,
_-__.the .plan .usually ¡ recommended .is, :.to.Teave

Catliz· ';in .the. a{tern'oon~ " 'and .sleep..at -:th'e
town bfChiclana ; ~ , :t~e :following da~, a EllS~

ismade -to-reacli ~aFiffa, or the Venta de' la
. - '

Jondal; and the thirdday; -amoderate jour-

ney"ñrings tlie travellarto Gibraltar;: Ileft
Cadiz' therefore about two o'clock, : a~d .pro­
ceeded: along ,¡ the :causeway. r and lthrough
Jsla; both .ofwhich 1,.have ;already~ spoken "of

in vreturning frorn ,:Xeres lto::,' Cádiz.:,>\,:I ri t the
,course -of -four.: leagues; 1" was-rstopped: no

fewer 'than ifive" times by ·custom-house :offi...

cers, ,"and ~ was obliged .eachitime -10 llave a

peceta :"Teady, .to avoid tbe inconvenienc é of '

search ': this is 'only a, part of' the system óf
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bribery and .robbery . which pervades. every:
public departmentin.Spain; thesemen have
scarcely:any; salary·;,'and;·.for .th~ .. sake ·.. of .. a
paltry .saving; .government allows..itselfto be '

,nobbed ·to·:·,a.:·.hundred-fimes the amount; ,by
the contraband-trade, .which .isconnived , ~t

PYi . ~ all . the .under- employées. ...Shortlyufter
leaving 'I sla, 1 Ieft. the Xeres road, and, turned
to. tp.e right, through-a -dreary-and, swampy
plain.ithat ~xtend.ed,. nearly it~Ohiclana..: -it
~as ' almost ~ dark :..wheniwe y~,t .wanted .a

__-......;;:·l~a~~e .of the townjibut we put our horses

illto a gallop-s-and nohorses go rnore .agree"7

~bl~ ·than the littleAndalusians-and,arrived '
~. ~ . I

~QQq~ .~ight . Q'eloc~ t t lie d.oor ()f the posada~

. ..H~re w~; found tolerable .accommodation .for

tlíis ·part. 'of<Spain-.·so~e· good .fresh : eggs, -
and a -.stretcher to. sleep 'upon-s-and at five
nsxtmorningwemounted, and trotted outof
the town. .:,-". ... ~. '/ 1

;. .. .: , I t .still wanted nearly two hours toosun­
risejBut. the.crescent moon lighted our path. . . ' .
Ithasbeen said, truly;..that thewaning moon
'is the -moon of .the 'traveller. ..' In . southern .
countri~s, wber~ the·~~ture . ~f ..tbe :~lim~te . .'

createsa necessity for night journeys. . orin



140 SPAIN IN 1830."

, any country when a long , journey is neces­
sary, it cheers manyalonely bour.and.givea '

security to the,' traveller < in ,uncerta,in and
dangerous ·paths. . When day.dawned.rI found

, .
myself travelling aniorig uncultivated hiIIs, '
with :pine' trees scattered over.' them; .and the

ground entirely ~ ' co,vered " with ,,:the crocus,
.and manyother beautiful flowers, the track
seemed-to depend :entirely. upon thé know­

ledg~ of the guide, · who wound in and ~out

,among the glades' and the trees, and up and
, down~. the declivities, with the assured step oí----
a luan "vho knows hisvbusiness. ' . The sun

rose with its .usual splendollI ;' .and soon after,
we descended. into a' ~alle~ f1:111 ~f4 'FleasiIig,

and even cheerful scenes. 'No one could
rIave oelieved it to be the beginning of No-

vember '; it was .like a 'July morning in' E 'ng-,

land.i--calm; and mildvand sU,nny',-the ' sky
was ",vi thout acloud, and tlle little birds were

at their play ánd their song, . The valleywas .
finelywooded, and covered with thousandsof

. aromatic shrubs; a flock of milk-white sheep

was feeding in one place, and a small herd of

cattle .'in another ; two or ,three muleteers; '

and their .· ·traros, ' ..\vere: winding down ··the
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neighbóuring heiglits; .and a péasant, with
bis gUll, ' and ,two' dogs, .was .wading among

the underwood, '.in search ~f "provender .for

his cabin. Fromthisvalley.iwepassed again
. .
into a more.. deserted Coulitry, 1w~ere, ' in ?ne'

spot, 1 observed a small hui 'constructedof
branches iof trees, bound together .by' tbe
Espartorush, and "_inhabited by ' a woman,

'. whobrought abottle of brandyto .the door;,
and "~el!lpted the muleteer by an encomium

upon its excellence. > The owner of thehut

. was 'no doubt the manwe had seen with his

gun .and .dogs.. -: Soon ·afíerwards, ·we carne 'iri
sight' of :Yegé,. ..a:small yillage situat~fl upon á

. ~ ' .

conical ..hill..a:ifjo~t :,one, t;h,Qus~Qü . feet.·.high,

~vhi~l1 . ~~an~ls ' .~t one .~iqe of acharming fertile .'
valley, ·fun 'of 'o~a;;'ge gr9ves ;and. ,fig ;trees;
and at the foot offhe hillvwestopped 'at a
venta to refresh the horses, 'and ourselves:

This was a wretched place, where nothing

could be had to eat. . andwhere' there ,',vas "

.neither table nar chair; : · á :little '.hotwater ...
. . ' .

howeverv .was got .with sorne. difficulty; ..and · ..

with teawithout sugar oromilk, .and .bread,

which 1 had .brought along with mevImade
. an indifferent breakfast, ~~ .. Thé ·master' of the

1', '

" . .
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•Journey.
.. rrowards , evening '.we ~. began to' descend

rapidly; and .after winding among 'sorne "nar';·'
row :rocky defiles/we carne .suddenly . upon

. the ·' ~ea. · ".For : sorne hoursibefore,'. 1 ~ had

noticedvery elevated mountains towards the
.south..east, rising.above .the .lowerhills ~ that
layoaround; these, beforereaching the sea,
had seemed to be clase' at 'hand, and 1 was .
much 'puzzled .to :understand 'what ~ moun-:
tains they couldbe, since l' knew we :were,

fast approaching the coast. It had never

" The country. through ' which we passed,

after .leaving the venta where we breakfasted,

was for. .the most part uncultivated ; ' here and
there, a little coro land .was to be seen; ,and

1 noticed one or two ploughs at work : ,:'herds
. of'cattle, horses, and sheep .occasionallygave

l!fe to the landscape; ," and now and then a
manwith his gun, ·ranged ·the brushwood, or

was seated u.pon :.a bank : ¡ but ..there . were

.. no ·houses, ' .and ino ~ stationary. iuhabitants :
. .

whoeverwe metseemedto befar.from home ;
. ~ .

and .every .little while, .a monumental, cross

was "seen by' the ,~~y.s~de ' ; 1 counted no
fewer than twenty-seven"during tfie ' oay'~
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occurred te me that we had ·a1l day been

travelling towards the Streights; .arid the
sudden opening from which the sea burst
upon me; explained my difficulty. These'
were the mountains of Africa ; and the coast '

of Morocco rose boldly before me at the dis­

tance of a few leagues. "It was impossible to

look upon the coast of Africa for the first .
. time.without peculiar' emotions. : Africa, its

untrodden soIÍtudes,. and .mighty and . un­

known rivers ; its swarthy kings and savage

people : its wonders and its wrongs, The

mind travelled backward to Egypt and her

glories-to' CBartllage .and her.tlominion- to3 · Ge e a i~, .
the Moors, t líeir 'pas~ cen<luests, anaJ pl1esent

nr debasement; and the eye, .Iookíngbeyond the
barrier of .mountains that seemed guarding a
fabled .land, wandered. over the desert of

. Zahara, and the reedy rivers j and descried

the solitary white 'mari..'walking by tbeir

banks,-seeking glory, and finding a grave 1

. Soon after reaehing the sea-shore, it became

dusk, and in oplaceofbeing now atour jour­
ney'send, we were yet sorne leagues distant ..

from it, Lhave seldom Iooked upon a wilder
VOL.Jf.· .' -L'

,~
1",

1:','
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J nT D

or more desolate scene, than .that which lay
around. Between us and the sea; was a suc­
cession of dry sand hills-s-on the left,'vast '

. fragments of-rock were .scattered below the

cliffs, that rose, in jlark and rugged .outline .

above, crowned-by the ruins of 'a Moorish

watch-tower ;~and the roar ofthe sea, and
tbe deepening dusk, and the place, .and the
solitude, and the helplessness of a traveller,
all conspired to fixthe scene deeply iumy
memory.. ,It s~on' became entirely .dark, ex-

-- cepting· theIight of theetars ; but inisuch
~--

--~-- Rlaces,' ,darkness .scarcely adds tú the inse- '

curity· of t4e . tvav¡elle r, because it conceals Genera i
, .

pim., Almost aJI t6e 'IGil51je"ries ,tJliat take

BI~a~, areat dusk ; oro sometimes, in bread
day ; ,andvunless ,one 'has' been seen ·to .set '
out ~p.9n; a journey towards- evening, .dark- .

ness ',J!lay:, be considered a defence., ", But .in
,

this jo~rney,' there .were other- dangers tban
robbery, to be apprehendedj the road -was
intersected here .and there.vby armaofthe
sea, which, butfor tbe reflection of the stars
i11. the water, J, must fre~uently haveplunged

into, ,~omet~mes a shallow. was found ; .and
'sornetimes, by making a circuit, a bridgewas "

, ........
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discovered, but .of-the frailest 'and most dan­

gerous kind.. Once, following the· young

manwho had joined companywith ,us, aud

whose white jacket was a.convenient .guide.T
found myself, before 1 was aware~' upon a

bridge not ayard 'in width ;; without parapet,
and, in-'inány-")places~""'.loose beneath. I'~' The
bridge was long, ~ and a broad arm of 'the 'sea
was beneath: ~it was impossible :tó;dismt>unt,

and I, could: only trust. to my horse, whieh,
• , lO ~

. fortunately, was both sure-footed and bold.':

------.. Shortly afterthis, acireumstance occurred,
~...... - ¡ . - .'

whiclt gave rise: to stro.ng,' and very natural _
suspicioas or the ·,~ yoang nmari ::Wihá J:aeeom- yGe e a i~

, panied-; us : ' he:wa's, at tñis tim~~aUoUlt twenty
~al1ds" i~' advance; . ando I~ ·was' surprísed-by
hearing a loudwhistle;" ~I immediatelypushed
forward 'and seized his armvandnskedwhy
he' whistled-c-but nct before .he had'found'
time' towhistle a second time.- H'e said 11i~

mother Iived there, pointing to alittleheight
eloseto the sea, uponwhiclr somethingIike'
á. house.ioratower, could be··discerned~:·:·Tliis

seemed verylike á fictionj': 1.havé little doubt
that theplac6:he:poirited"i'to wasarendée-:

." .,,' • . ·"'°1
"

, • ", •• 'C" 2 . !t'
.;,",'.~ . _~' L. ' .·;.,~t .:- .. ~ .. ·-'l', .
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vous of contrabandisters, with whom 'lle was.
connected, and _these are ofteri the worst
robbers. What might be the'meaning of the
signa], 1 was unable to tell, but 1 resolved to .
watch him•
.·· 1 thought this journey wastohave no end
~there was still no appearance of Tariffa~'

and, when 1 supposed we must beclose ' t~

th~ gate, the guide.stopped ata lone house
clase to ..the sea; and, tellingns we ,were yet . .
a league distant fromthe .town, said, Trnight

-----find accommodation in this house: butthis 1
- ' .. - ' ~ . . .. ' .

refused,··andInsisted UpOll going on; and at

length 1 was r~ward~€l ..b~the . w;eleome· sight

of lights; anU ¡R,a .few , minu~es . \v:e' were.
a~ong the straggling houses that lie. outside

of the town." . The gates of the town were

shut; and the guard ,told me, that no one could

.enter without . permis~ion "· fronl ' the ·governor.'.
Leaving the horses standing, 1 approached
.under anoescort ; .and a .soldier up~n the top of
the walI, asked our business. 1 replied, thatan .
English gentleman, travelling with a regular,

- passport; requested permission to enterthe
town; .but, after waiting a fuII .half-hour, the

permission was refused, and 1 was obliged, in
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consequence, .. to go to a' most miserable venta

beyond the gates. : There was, perhaps, sorne' '
excuse for this strictness. Tariffa is at all

times a sortof prisonvwhere convicted 'per~

sons are kept at large; .and the knowledgé

that there were, at that time; sorne ' refugees
in Gibraltar, and ' t~at anattempt had been
all but made upon Algesiras, wassuffícient to
justifY· a refusal to do what is at all times á

matterof special favour, '., . . ' .

At the wretched venta to which theguide

conducted me, nothing could be had 'to eat, '

excepting a little cold fish, which had beeri
stewed with'oil andl garliek ." . I need seai'cely

say, there were ne J~nives or foF-ks ; ' these are '
IU~t;lld~s rarely to bernet with in,a Spanish
venta. :. Every Spaniard .isprovided with his
own clasp knife; and as for forks, they can

be dispensed with : a traveller in Spain will
therefore do well to 'provide himself with these

necessaries. . There is 'one , comfort~ however, ,

thatcan.with fewexceptíons, be always had,
even .in ' the worst venta,,,-,:good ·wine ;very

different, ' both in flavour and strength, from

the .wretched beveragegenerally set. before
one in 'the French auberge. ~ . :An'dihis was the '
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-only comfort-to. be gotat othe venta at 'I'ariffa:
for sleepwas out.of .the question,' in .a bed
thathad .long. been in.the undisturbed pos-:­
sessionofother living-creatures;'. Nextmorn­
~~g, .themistress'of thehouse demandad two
d911~r~ , .for her accommodations.. ..·When,,a
charge is.exorbitantin Spain, less will always
beacceptedj and' ,one ,dallar seerned to Ole

quite,sufficient payrnent for :a· bottle of wine

tbat probably cost a real-anda b~d thatwas
already occupied \ ' :'. " , :.. -~-. ~,.. . _ • f .. , ~ , .J ~ . , __ " ...~ _ ." • ~ • . • . . I ._ . ~~

---, ,l .~Next i', morning .:.about ~~ ,sunrise, :·I '··gladly
mounted my';·horse ; and without entering
Tarif{a,we:.s~irted .the walls,-, ~.and struck -into.
the road te :~Igesiras• . .. .,'Cais ..is .one... of .the

most cha¡;ming rides 1 have.seen-in anypart
oí.Spain: .itisa .mountain road, abounding. in
the finest .mountain., pr.ospects ;"'-, sometirnes

climbing .to.a great .elevation; and sornetimes
descending .into .deep valleys, .'-:and now.and
then disclosing .magnificent..views. over .._· the
sea. : ..'I'he ~ coast.of .great .part .:of ··-Andalusia
and -of Grana~a. is of a curious confíguration:

. '

an infinite ,succ.ession of conicalhills, rising
one .above another, decline backward from
the sea, forming altogetheran elevated chain
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ofmountaine, from three thousand "to five

thousand feet 'in height ; the road, therefore, ,
which .winds among these, .necessarily con­

ducts.the traveller to neverending varietyof

prospect.r . and thisvariety 1 fully enjoyedfor
the 'first ' ti ine~ ; in .travelling between .Tariffa

and Algesiras.. " At. the .liighest point which
the road traversed, the view might be called
sublíme: :',it .Iooked clown:into the sea: which

, .

seemedlike .a .maj estic river flowing ,be'tween

gigantic mountains ; cine of .its banks being

the.rnountain belowme, which appeared to
clip iñto ·the' .water-e-the other, the' Barbary

coast,. stretchingi away :in .1>'01<1 . Qutline, ' ,and

, forrning, -'.direetly 'opposite,: ·: ·that :higli .and

frowni~g. promontory, which is . the ,southern
boundary.oftheStreightsof Gibraltar. 1, ',' ,' .t ( ', "" ,

<.From . this point; .theroad-descended -into '

a deep and higbly picturesque válley, cross­

inga fine ,clear. torrent, .and then ascending

.tlirough a .forest .of aged cork trees.. .Here

the air wasfilled with .the ~ perfume of aro­
matic plants, particularly.. thebalm of Gilead, .
which grew every where 'around; ,aild:'I also '

noticed abundance of rosemaryvsweet .mar­

jorum, ':and 'manY''' rilcdicina1' plants, of whose '



SPAIN IN 1830,152

names 1 am ignorant, although I had no diffi...
, .

culty in recognizing their smells, ". :".~ . ., .

.. From the next elevation, ,l . obtained the

fírstview of Gibraltar,-. an object, that even
if deprived of its localities, 'would posse~s an
interest .exclusivelyits own; ':for it is impos­

sible thatan Englishman travelling across the
.Periinsula, and first descrying this tower of

strength .rising .between Africa and Europe,
should not feel that he . is an Englishman.
Far from country and home}' horne líes 'before
111m; : and ohe 'is .not .. too . prejudiced a roan,
'who, ,in a moment like this, feeIs that there
is a peculiar charm .in ~n EnglislI voice, and
puts spurs to llis liQvse t liat lle may tlie sooner

hear its music, . 1 stopped a fewmoments,
however, .upon the elevation, ' to enjoy the
prospect: the calm, sun-shiny bay of AIge­

.. ,siras, lay belo~,-. , -the blué' .bosom of the
·water ehequeredwith tbe many vesselsand
their shadows ; .the rock of Gibraltar; part.in
sunshine, part in .shade; -rising 'Out -of the

_ other side of the bay. Beyond· the tongtie of

land that connected .Gibraltar.with the coast

of Spain, were seen the lofty.Sierras of Gra­

riada"; while beyond the Streights, the horizon

..........
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was bounded by the. mountains of ,Mórocco. " '

But the pure airof .the , mou~tains had dis­

posed me for breakfast, and 1 made haste to

reach Algesiras, where 1 found ·a good inn
"and tolerable coffee, :: , ,,

:~ ,My muleteer. having no passport for Gib-.
raltar.he of course couldnot pass the Spanish
lines, and 1 was therefore obliged to . find
another. conveyance for Gibraltar ;:.and while
inquiries were making for .horses, 1 took the
opportunity.of strolling .through the town, " .:

'AIgesiras is charmingly situated at the foot

of mountains, upo~ a little slope; and the sea
washes the ~-o~ses. ,. ,~be ruins oí the aneient
citadel, .wiffiin -wliicll tlíe Moors c~hti~ued to
.defen~' ,themselves when they were .driven
from.the town, are ,stilI visible. , J ust oppo­
site to .the .town, .and 'nota quarter of a: mile

., from 'the shore, is the little islarid ofPalomas ;

it is fortified, and commands the tO'Vl1, and
the approach OD ' that side. .When 1 walked
down tó the harbour, 1 found the packet-boat

for Ceuta gettiug under weigh~ ' Ceuta, a
Spanish possession on the African coast. ís

. five leagues from .Algesiras j ,: and a ' packet
·sails twice .everyweek ; .the 'passage .seldom

. '



154 SPAIN :IN·1830~

exceeds five or: six IIOUrS. ' ' .The wind was
. fair, and 1 was almost tempted r to .step intó
the .boat, .whichwould carry meto 'Africa.to
dinner.' :~ ButCeuta, l ·believe. vis an .uninter­
esting spot ; and if one be 'desirous of visiting
África, it is better to. go to.Tangiers; to which

thére are constant opportunities .from. ,Gib-
raltar, :j . "

:'"(1t.was upon Algesiras that an attempt had

beenmeditated by a .smallbody of refugees,
and ~ others.s--chieflyfrom ':Ceuta,-'' .. .collected

.------at Gibraltar ; '. it was .fortunate for them that
the intention . 'Yag· discovered.ibecause any

-~-,...~-
d éséent upon f\~gesiras eeuld @uly ·bave]been

followed by .their~ uest:Fuction.' · ~Here was

not the slightesttruthin anyoffhe reports
whiéh .were current in other countriés" ,re-,
specting. risings in. .different . parts of the
southern .provinces.. No .attémpt -was .made
to disturb .the government in any part of An~ .

dalusia, nor with the exception of the .scheme
1,have just- noticed, ..is .it believed .that any
was meditated. .: ,.'
: '-f' 1 ;..' left Algesiras before 'noon, . and rode

within water ,mark round the hay towards
Gibraltar. , Across the bay, it is not a league
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from Algesiras to Gibraltar, but round by the '
tongue of land, it is between twoand three
leagues; no one however can regret the dis­

tance, for the views on every side are magnifi-
.. cent; and the sands, when the tide is a little

back, are spacious and .dry."': After crossing
two wide creeks by ferries; 1 found myself on
English, rather tban on Spanish ground; for
though still within ~he Spanis~.lines, 1 met '
n~merous parties of English ."officer s and

Iadies on horseback; and having passed the

Spanish sentinels, and the neutral ground; .

whichis hut very limited, 1 ,was in' the Bri-
tish doniiniohs', a a,

. ..
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CHAPTER XVI. I "

GIBRALTAR. MALAGA.

. . . ,t . .

E icture oí the Street Population oí Gibraltar; the Construction of
, H ouses favourable to Epidemic; Scenery,unionof Nature

and 1\rt ; the Agr,emens oí Gibraltar as a Milita~ Station;
liigh Prices in Gillraltar; toe í\:lame(J.a ; tlíe Excavations ; .
Walk to the Summit; tHe Monk;eys ; Magnificent View;
Sunday in Gibraltar; Trade; the Epidemic; Extortion at the

D !Passllort Office; Voyage to Malaga; View of the City from
the Sea; a strange Usage; Pictures of Idleness; facility of
Living in Malaga; Bad Character of the Population; an
Anecdote; Public Edifices; Society; Morals; 1talian Opera;
curíous Seenes; a perilous Situation j' the Wines of Malaga;
Produce, and Export of Wines j Malaga Sherry; Export oí

, Fmits; the Raisins of Malaga; Trade with England; Ex­
cursions in the Neighbourhood; Water-Coolers; Prices of
Provisions..

To sorne, it may' almost appear waste of
words, to speak of Gibraltar,-.Gibraltar, a
British possession that every body has heard
of, and where there are always five or six

ene al
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British regiments ; .and yet, if 1 be at all
entitled to judge of others, by my own igno­
rance of Gibraltar befare 1 visited it, 1 suspect

the rack of Gibraltar is but very imperfectly
known to those who have never 'passed the
Streights. - . "

, ',:When ,1 threw open the window of the
hotel, .and looked out upon the street, it
seemed as if 1 had been -suddenly trans­
ported to England. 1,saw English houses,

English names upon the corners of the streets,

English names overthe shops, English faces,
E nglish . dresses. ,· ,"But a more narrow in­
speétiori -of the populatiaD, -: destFo~S ' ,the

illusion; , for it is 'of , so , moiley a cnar~cter"

tbat if '~e can suppose 'one to 'be carried to '
Gibraltar, .without having been ', inf~~med of
his destination, he would be utterly at a 1088 ' '

to imagine in what corner of the world he

had been set down. . That gentleman saun-

, tering down , ~he streetin a surtoutand black
.neckcloth, ,¡s' an Englishman ;',., his .counte­

nance"and his dresaalik é decide bis country r '

the two ladies who follow. . are, Spanish ; the
Iight step, and graceful gait, would 'be ,suffi-.
'qient · t~,determirie ' this; ','b ut the mantilla,
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air; and, accordingly, no ',vhere in Europe

have the ravages of the plague been so fearful

as in Gibraltar. ', The streets and houses are
incapable "of .alteration ,; ' and' therefore the

only remedy would be" gradually to pull '
down the houses,' and to replace them with

.others better fitted to the .climate.

, The morning after myarrival in Gibraltar,

1 walked out, with sorne curiosity, to see more

of a spot oÍ: which 1 had heardso much.
After leaving the town, the Toad led me" '

towards the south-west, gradually mounting
the rock,and disclosing novel and entrancing
views oelow, while' it eendúcted me througb
mostcharming seenes, ' 1 , was etelW where

struck with tbe 'results of' <industry, and of

art-not supplanting nature, but adding its
embellishmerits where her hand had already
traced the outline. ,,".W herever a .nook in the
rocks was covered with a little soil, it bore

, .

evidence of the labour that had been be- "
stowed upon it; ,upon every little eminence,
beautiful cottages, thequarters oí the officers,

or .the country houses of the merchants, were

seen surrounded by pretty gardens; and

shaded, on one side perhaps 'by a"majestic
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rock, onthe other by orange trees and acacias. '.
On -both sides of the road, .Iuxurian t hedges

of geranium in flower; captivated more o senses \
than o one; and the rocks, too, were covered o

with ' its scarlet and "lilac blossoms~. The o~:

road which Lpursued looked down upon the ~

. Alameda, which 1 hadnot then visited, but
which Iooked most .captivating fromubove;.
1 saw it sprinkled .with ofig trees,: with .their 0 0

broad beautiful leaves and fantastic trunks~

and acacias, with their .little yellow tuftsso
full of fragrance-and orange trees, speckled ",
tliickwith the bright fruit, embowered in its
green .al éove, ' ~ I t was a eharming ,prospect¡ to

, . ,

look down ,upon tlle ·:Jitlameaa~ arit11 across to '
the 8 panish main; 'over tbe calm. bay":'-and

up to ·tHe gigantic rocks. . covered with their "
natural .foliage. . and..'sheltering :,the ' .pretty
villas that nestled under.them. In about an ~

hour and ,a half, 1 reached the .south-west o ,

point, after passing numerous ranges ,of fine
barracks ; ,here the roekdips perpendicularly ;
into tbe sea ; ~. andfrom .this point.ithe .long.
bold lineoof the Afrlcan coast is .seen stretch-. ­

ing away to the west and .south, The whole
rack of Gibraltar is irite~sected , by ' -roads, ,' i

, VOL~ 11. 1\1 '
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broad and-smooth, all.adapted for horse exer­
cise; ando mostof them.for carriages.. . 'I n fact,

Gibraltar is riot the banishment .some people
suppose; ,alld , as military .q uarters, ,ít pos­
sesses many more' agremens than any English
provincial town can boast. " ,Tbere is 'no want
oí, society in Gibraltar, "for the military ' a~e

always sufficiently riumerous to form 'society

among themselves; .and that .fine old gentle­

man, Sir George Don,··is just.sucha roan as
.ought to be governor of Gibraltar, -becausehe '

. tlnder~tands . hospitality, . .and brings the in­
habitants together. ' · Everybody in Gibraltar

is bent upQn .amusement: there are b~ll~ and
concerts; a'lId! pri~ate partiesJ and an excel-

lent library and a reading room; where 1 saw
, .

the English magazines fifteen days after they
'were published in London. Add to all these

, agremens, :charming rides .oh. the .fine sands

within the Spanish .lines ; walks in the Ala­
meda, where there are: parades and -rnilitary

. . ' .

music every day j boatingjrr fhebay; and
excursions to Algesiras, Ceuta, and Tangiers ;
and news frorn England by the steam-packet

,-: - Since tbis was put to press, Sir George Don has been
recalled. .'
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eve~y m~nth,-and' it ·\yill be adrnitted that
Gibraltar -is not a place .of military banish­

nient.· One drawback Gibraltar indeedpos­
sesses,-the expenseofliving. Almost every
article of subsistence is brought frorn the
Spanish main, .fromAfrica, 'or from England ;

and every thing is therefore expensive : house­
rent, éspecially,.· is exorbitantl~ high j the
rent of'u imoderately sized house, .ranging

.from 2001. to '400/. per annum ..·· .I t is proba­

ble, however, that the withdrawal of business

and population frorn Gibraltar tooCadiz-s-the

result .OL the ·latter place ' having been made
a free ' port-\vill affect a :reduction in the·.
~alue - of property~ .ana. .in , the ·amount~ . of

'liouse-Ient~ ' . Clothirig is an -exception to 'the
. dearness of ' every thing· in Gibraltar: all

goods ·of fóreigti manufacture are of'course to

be bought of the regular trader, .: in a free

port, at the same price 'as in ' the . .country

where theyare manufactured, ·with only the
addition of' freight, and the profit .of.the

dealer ; hut all such articles .flnd .their way
.by sorne .means into the hands of the Jews ; .

and at ,t he public sales ..which are held in
the "lUark et -place almost daily, ·every thing

1\[ 2
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Dlay be boúght farbelow prime , cost .~~I saw
fine broad cloth sold at a dollar a yard. .

The Alameda of Gibraltar is truly a .little
paradise ; and whenever :1 . left the inn, l ·
found myself on the.road to this .delightful ·

~etreat.. Along the whole of.the .north ,side

ofGibraltar, there is a level, or nearly ¡

level stripe, bet.ween .the -base of the rack ,

and the sea ; this stripe varies. in, breadth,
from a .quarter, to operhaps two-tbirds of a
mile; the east endof it is occupiedby the. .---town, .and :the .west end by . the Alameda.
'I'his. .delightful promenade is about -;half a
mile .long ; it .. is.interseGte<l By innl!l~eliaole ·

walks.. and affords, .Besides its own "attrac-
tiq}:lS,.ever changing and delightful_ viewsof:
the bay, ¡ the. rock, .the mainland, and, the
town. ,; .Thefences are entirely of .geranium .

of eyery·variety; .andof a.size, such. as would

.. be thought worthy of a pilgrimage inEng­
land, . The .spaces. between tbewalks, are ,- .

thickets of geranium, and of various flowering
and· odoriferous plants, seen .in the English.

green-house; -and fig trees,' silver elms, aca-

' cias, and orange trees. . are thickly scattered
over .thisHttle . paradise. _- Tbe· ,Alameda ' of .
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.Gibraltar. would ':be beautiful anywhere-i-", .
even if surrounded by: a desert ; ".hut Il0W ,

much more beautiful, bounded on one sideby
a- rack fifteen hundred feet .high, and on the
other, 'by a placid bay of the Mediterranean l
. . But it is theexcavations irrthe ..rock that
arealways spoken of as thewonder of Gibral­
tare ~: 1 of .course: visited :.these, "and ' found

, them all, and more than all, .that 1 ·had ex ..
pected. . The .whole .: interior ; of the : solid

, rock has been bewn, blasted, and formed into
gallesies, of irnmense . extent.i--wide enough

.I"__.~ fa~ , ' a carriage,~and leaving" every;:.ten ,or

twelve .yards, openings "at wliicli cann<?ri are,

placed, commanding the ,sea' or the .land ,
, approach ' to .the rock. . There arefwo gal~ , :

Ieries, 011e .over-the other, 'and .the extent of
both isbetween.. two and three 'miles. ' At one

. .

point. in the highest gallery, asmaIl opening
leads to a .projecting part of the rockyatthe
side .of the great precipice of fifteen hundred
feet, .facing the riorth-east~;I · · found every

nichevin the .rock. covered with white nar­
cissus.e-and · beautiful looked these <gentle
flowers,standing.inlittlecompanies, in spots
where the hand of' man could never reach, '
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'llar the foot of the goat ever '.stray: but 1
made a captureof one cluster, which nodded
upon a :little shelf within rny .reach ; they
smelt quite as sweet as the garden narcissus; . .
and there were no fewer .than eight flowers
uponone sttilk. : . '" "

'After Ieaving the galleries, 1 wished to .

ascend ·to the highest point .of the rack; but
a sentry stopped me, teIling me 1 could .not

be permitted to gohighervwithout an arder
___from .the governor. . But .the day being tran-

scendantly "beautiful, .andv -resolved ,upon .a

day~s ramble, 1 got out of'the sentinel's sight,
and leaving t be ~0aa , ,scr-am15lea in . a ,~ airect

line towards the eastern point. . 'I' úrríing' the

corner oí the declivities fronting the east, ·1
suddenly found myself-in theneighbourhood
ofelevenmonkeys ; .' they did not .perceive me
at fírst, nor, when .they .did,:..was there any
great alarm manifested among them. '. They
turned round, satup, and .looked at me ; ' and

. after á few rnoments' .scrutiny, they wheeled
about, and scampered a\vay, chattering,.and
looking behind them; and disappeared .round

sorne projectingvrocks. .' . The monkeys-nre

always to be found on -the sitie !of the -rock

.. "-


