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the purest of all wine; for it will .bear no
admixture of either brandy, or boiled wine;
whatever is added to it, entirely spoils it.
Sherries, when adulterated, are not usually
adulterated by the London wine merchant,
with the exception of those extremely infe-
rior wines, which, from their excessive low
price, no one can expect to be genuine wines,
and which are probably mixed with Cape.
But the class of wines which pass under the
denomination of ¢ low-priced sherries,” are
_not adulterated in London, but at Xeres—by
the grower, not by the exporter. These
wines are mixed with the wines of Moguer;
and with a larger proportion of brandy; and
the exporter, in purchasing them from the
grower, is quite well aware of their quality:
but, being ordered to send a large cargo- of
low-priced wines, he is forced to purchase
and export these. It may be laid down as
a fact, that genuine sherry, one year old, can-
‘not be imported under thirty shillings - per
dozen ; and if to this be added, the profit of
the merchant, and the accumulation of inte-
rest upon capital on older wine, ‘it is obvious
- that genuine sherry, four -years old, cannot
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be purchased in England under forty-five
shillings. |
- The principal depos1t0r1es of wine at Xeres
and at Port St. Mary’s, are not cellars, but
lightly constructed buildings, ‘containing va-
rious ‘chambers. There are generally three
tier of casks, laid horizontally upon beams;
and in the principal vaults, as many as two
thousand five hundred butts .may be seen.
I noticed many casks without bungs; “this, I
was told, is-not at all prejudicial to the wine,
but, on the contrary, ifa brick be merely laid
‘upon. the hole, to keep out dust, the admis-
sionof air is considered an advantage. Sherry
is a very hardy wine ; ‘and is ‘well known, by
the, merchants of  Xeres, to be improved by
exposure to the weather. An illustration of
this fact lately occurred.: the roof of one of
the wine-houses fell in; and, not being re- -
built, the wine was left exposed to the oppo-
site temperatures of winter and summer; and
this wine was celebrated as the finest that
for many years had left Xeres.
Before visiting: Xeres, one cannot have any
idea of the variety in flavour, and the various
- gradations of excellence in sherry; and, after




SPAIN IN' 1830. 109

tasting the primest samples of each kind, from
the palest straw, up to the deep brown, it is
impossible to say which is the finest. Ineed
scarcely repeat again, that it is entirely by
the aroma and by the taste—not at all by the
colour, that sherries are to be judged. The
~wide differences in colour, depend -entirely
aupon the proportion of boiled wine; while
those slighter-shades, perceptible among the
pale and light golden wines, are owing" to
some small difference in the ripeness of the
fruit. .
A few houses, of the greatest capital, are
growers, as well ‘as' 'merchants; but, gene-
. rally speaking, the wine ‘is bought of the
growers' when on the lees. - The exporter
‘who is also a grower, has an advantage over
~the other merchant, in the perfect security
" he has, that no wine of Moguer has been
mixed with the sherry. But the merchants
are not afraid to trust to their knowledge
and experience, in being able to detect adul-
terated wine; and besides, those who are per-
- fectly accustomed to the trade can tell, before
vintage time, by merely looking at a vineyard,
within two or three buits of the quantity
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the vineyard will produce: so that, when
one comes to treat for the produce of those
vineyards which he has had in his eye, he
discovers by the quantity, whether it has
been much adulterated with Moguer. An
~experienced merchant possesses an intimate
acquaintance with the quality of the different
vineyards; among which, the most essential

differences are found, even when they lie con-

tiguous. It is, of course, this. difference in
the quality of the vine, that creates the differ-

ence in price and quality among the genuine

unadulterated sherries. . In this trade, as in
every other, the capitalist has an advantage;
for, if he advances a'few bags of dollars to
the cultivator during.the summer, he has the
first.choice of the November sales, when: the
article 1s always cheaper. - ”
It is difficult to say What s the return for
land: under a vineyard in Xeres;. this, of
course; depends: upon the quality of the pro-
duce; and partly upon the convenience of

road and market. But all the vineyards of -

Xeres, require great expense, and.uninter-

mitting labour. The following is a summary‘

- of the' management of the vine producmg
sherry | |
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The first operation is to take up the canes,
or props, immediately after the vintage is
gathered : the second operation immediately
follows this; it is, to dig small pits about a
yard square round each plant, that the vines
may obtain a permanent advantage from the
rains. There i1s then an interval of labour,
till after the first rains have fallen; and in
the early part of January, when this has
taken place, the third operation of the vine-
grower is, to prune the whole plant; and, it
Viswa, curious fact, that the vineyard which is
*%.ééﬁest pruned, is the latest in budding;
the plant too, -is/‘always''better, ' the' vine
stronger, and ‘more’ firmly rooted. -The next
~ opération’is to close the pits, in order that the
moisture which has been received, may be
retained. After this, but a little later, the
whole vineyard is dug up, to loosen the soil.
The next operation is to free the soil of grass
and weeds, by turning it over; and this is
repeated once, twice, or thrice, according as
the rains may have reproduced the weeds,
and rendered a repetition of this labour neces-
sary. All these operations are concluded by
the middle of March. When the vineyard
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has been thoroughly cleared of weeds, the
next care of the husbandman is to smoothe
the soil, which 1s done twice, at an interval
of three weeks: this done, he cuts off the
vicious sprouts at the roots of the plants,
which hinder their nourishment; he theni_
pulverises the land to a fine powder, a‘nd,.
lastly, he puts in the stakes to support the
coming harvest. These are the .distinct'
operations to be performed in succession, and
each at its fixed time: but these do not
comprehend all the labours of the vineyard ;
for, during the whole-of this time, there are
many lesser cares with which' the grower
must occupy himself; ‘the ‘most uninter-
mitting and most laborious of these,” being

the search, and destruction of insects. - Such
~are the toils which are- necessary to procure
~ us the enjoyment of a glass of genuine sherry.

"The Xeres vintage is- not considered an
 uncertain crop; the climate in that country
may be depended upon; so that labour is
~ certain, or almost certain of its reward. The
wine trade employs, one way and another,
the whole inhabitants of Xeres, and Port
St. Mary : the latter is a very rising place;
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it-is a more convenient point of export than
Xeres, being close to the sea; and new'_'Wine
establishments are every year springing up
 there. At present, there are sixteen wine-

houses in Xeres, and nine in Port St. Mary:
the former would gladly change their position,
if this were possible ; for the merchant of
Xeres has a manifest. dlsadvantage m not_ |
being able to see his goods shlpped and put
beyond the reach of damage and plunder.
At Xeres, it is not al’tvays possible to know
‘the state'of the weather at sea, and it often
.happens that a cargo is sent down to Port
St. Mary, Where it lies many days exposed
to both damage and roguery. The city of
Xeres itself, possesses:no mterest apart from
that which’ arises from its wme trade. ' Good
sherry is an expenswe wine even.at Port
St. Mary and. Cadiz. | 'The small wine, the,

vin ordinaire of the district, is about 6d per

-bottle but this,’ although passmg under the
generic. name of sherry, 1s not produced‘ f

from the Xeres grape, though there is 'so

much similarity, that the sherry ﬂavour isat
once detected in it. But either at Port
L NOLal TLaf o s ,'1__ ¥ iis
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St.'Mary. or at Cadiz, a bottle of good sherry
is charged 8s: 4d. in a coffee-house of hotel;
and if ‘any-thing very superlor be asked for
a dollar will be demanded.- ¥ e
;- After . spending one day in Xeres, and |
another, in riding over the vineyards,. I re-
‘turned to Port St. Mary, where I had also
the pleasure of partaking of the hospitalities
of its merchants. In thé evening I went to
the theatre, where I found 'gdod reason to be
| greatly. surprlsed at the license: whlch ‘was
. permltted on the stage_—so opposite from any
thing. I had. before witnessed in Spain. A
friar of the Carmelite order, was- mtroduced
‘as ‘one of the dramatis persone, and he was
made .tq.. carry on ‘an intrigue ‘with _the
daughter of a barber, and to offer her: the
‘money which he had just received for. some -
~‘masses’;  and in -another: part of the play; a
~ song was sung’ in evident burlesque of the
kind of singing heaid at religious ceremonies.
_Wlth all this, the audlence ‘was: dehghted
But neither in Madrid nor in Seville, nor in
any of the towns in the east‘qf Spain, would
this have been tolerated by the public. autho-
' rities; nor would it even have been acceptable
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" to the audience. If the liberal party can be

said to be'strong in any part of Spain, that

‘part is the country and cities surrounding the

bay of Cadiz. I heard several merchants of
this neighbourhood express an opinion, that
an attempt to revolutionize this part of Spain,
would be more llkely to be successful than if

~ made in any other quarter 'The population

of this nelghbourhood is large, ‘and would be
a formidable party if opposed to the govern-
ment. ~ The ‘population "of Cadiz exceeds
seventy thousand, St. Lucar contains twenty-~
two thousand, Puerto de Santa Maria seven-

| teen thousand, Puerto Real: twelve thousand;

Isla thlrty-two thousand; altogether forming
within''a' very narrow district, ‘a populatlon
of one hundred and ﬁfty thousand Wlthout
mcludlng villages. = SR |

" The storm that commenced the mormng
I left Cadiz, had 'increased; and when 1
walked down to the quay at Port St. Mary, R
to cross the bay to Cadiz, T found that that
port as well as the port of Cadiz, Was shut;
and I was accordingly forced to hire a caleche |
to go round the bay by land a dlstance of
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seven leagues and ‘a half, I -scarcely re-:
gretted this, as I should thus have an oppor-‘-_ |
tunlty of seeing more of the country.it i

Leavmg Port St. Mary, I passed through
an ~almost - uncultivated ‘country, ' towards

~ Puerto Real,_ skirting the edge of the bay;

the country on: the land side being covered
with furze, and 1ntersected by hedges of

‘magnificent aloes and’ Indian ﬁg, and with

wild olives: thinly scattered over ‘the soil ;

k and farther back, were seen the outer rldges ‘

of the Sierra de Ronda. As we proceeded, a

singular spectacle was presented on the side -

towards ‘the bay: .immense lagunes l_ay_ be--

tween the road and the sea, thickl_y sprinkled -
w_ith white pyramids, and _‘asSun}ing the exact
represehtation‘of an extensive encampment.
These were pylamlds of salt: the 'sea’is

"admltted mto shallow reservon's excavated

in the soxl and the salt is formed by evapo-
ration. Nothmg can be more {uninteresting

"'than the road round the. bay, till we enter
the Isle of Leon, which is separated from the |
‘main land by a drawbrldge Soon after, If
reached Isla, which i is -certainly one of the o

prettlest towns in Spaln' I never saw a
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~ ‘cleaner or prettier street,” than the principal
_street of Isla. - Every house is of the purest
__white, and every range of windows on every
house, has its green veranda. Isla is a sadly
fallen town : the great naval school, and ex-
tensive docks of Caraccas, in its immediate
neighbourhood, once gave employment to
thousands, and life and prosperity to Isla;
but now, there is not a ship on'the stocks
and not an e/éve in the college. -
Soon after leaving Isla, I entered upon the
long and narrow tongue of land which con-
nects Cadiz with the mainland; the tongue
becomes narrower as we approach Cadiz, and
 during at least a league, it varies from two to
three ‘hundred yards broad, including a part |
of the sands, which are covered at high tide:
the causeway itself is not one hundred yards
broad. About a mile and a half from Cadiz,
I passed a magnificent fortress, called the
Cortadura, because it cuts the tongue of
land across. This fortress was built in the
year 1812, and it entirely covers the _apptoaéh
“to Cadiz on the land side; presenting a for- -
‘midable range" of batteries, mounting one
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hundred and . forty, guns. . Before entering

Cadiz, another strong battery must be passed,

so that Cadiz ‘may be considered - impreg-

nable on the land side; atall events, _not to
be reduced thhout immense sacnﬁces.;,
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041;1z is‘less in_teresting than some others of
the Spanish cities, because it'is- less purely
Spanish ;.. the. number of; foreign. mercantile
- bhouses; and the concourse of strangers always
“to be. seen in Cadiz, gives. to the population
a more mixed and motley aspect than.that
which - beloncrs to the popu]atlon of . Sevﬂle
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Madrid, Valencia, or indeed, of any Spanish
city—with the exception, perhaps, of Barcel-
lona: and in the mode of life, too, foreign
usages have made great inroads upon the ex-
clusiveness and peculiarities of Spanish cus-
toms. * The table is better served in Cadiz
than elsewhere, and strangers are more fre-
quently seated at it: the hours of repast too

are later. At the table of a person in. the

middle ranks of life, the puchero is seldom
seen; and among the upper classes thereisan
aﬂ‘ectatlon of a preference of French wmes,'.
sufﬁc:1ently rldlculous in a city situated so
near Xeres, and 1 in'a country in which every
little district produces its own pecuhar, -and
often exquisitely flavoured wine. But those
very thmgs that diminish, in some degree,
‘the 1nterest of Cadiz i in the eyes of astranger

render it the most attractwe city in Spain, for |

one who desires to pass a few months agree-
ably.” There is, there, no shrinking from the
eye of the stranger; hospitality is understood
" in its true sense; and no one need fear,in
- Cadiz, that the tlme may hang heavy on hlS o
hands. PEEPRRRE T

Externally, ‘Cadiz has 1ts advantages and"
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~its .drawbacks ; the streets, are clean, and
many of them sufficiently wide for the cli-
mate, which is delightful ;. but: which, in the
latitude of thirty-six, cannot be .otherwise
than hot; and there is no want of finely situ-
ated, commodious, and:even ,‘elegant houses,
- for those who can afford to live:in them. "But
- .the chief external charm of Cadiz, is found in
- its ramparts, ‘and in the delightful promenade-
which they afford.. ‘The day of 'my"arrivala in
Cadiz, as well as the day A'ofl ‘my return to. it
~from Xeres, were both too stormy for. the
~enjoyment’ of a promenade;:but the day

_folld’wing,\ was calm and’ beautiful; ! and. T
~ spent half the morning, and .all‘,the'. evening,
upon; the ramparts. . The views are of course
marine viéws, and scarcely to be exceeded in
‘beauty, from the rampart fronting. the:bay,
and Puerto de Santa Maria.. - The bay itself,
~ the opposite shore, the many .towns’ that
~ sprinkle it, the distant Sierras of Xeres and
‘Ronda, the vessels lying at anchor. in the
“harbour, the innumerable boats- crossing. the -
ferry—fishing, or sailing, or rowing for plea-
sure—=and the fine irregular line of handsome
white buildings that lie along’ the Alameda,
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fonm altogether a dehghtful and ammated
plcture TR R S I IR R T IR T

. But. Cadlz lles under thls great dlsad-
'vantan‘e that it.is 1mposs1ble to: leave. the
city, and walk or ride into thé country ; there
18" no: country in: the  immediate neighbour-
hood of Cadiz: the city occupies every rood
of the little Peninsula upon which it stands;
and' before one can:.get into the fields,: it is
- necessary either to travel along two: or: three
leagues of causeway, or to cross:the bay to
Port: St.. Mary. - The rampart, the squares;
and. the streets, are the onlywalks; dand
charming :as the former is,: I think if T re-
sided .in Cadiz, 1 should soon' long for.  the
verdure ofthe-open fields, in place of-the
green sea ;- the shade of trees, in-place: of the
shadow ;of - houses ;. and, the song of bll‘dS,“
mstead of the ‘ocean’s voice,. = i; < L hes

Whllst I remained:in Cadlz there ‘'wWas. a
féte and' illumination one evening, in honour,-
I.think, of the queen’s accouchement. ' The
- streets and: squares, particularly: the: Plazg
~ de San Antonio, were brilliantly illtjm'inatbedj;
and in this square, which is one of the péseos
of €adiz, all-the -population :was assembled
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from eight till eleven o’clock ;" and I of course
~ seized so favourable an opportunity of judging
of ‘those charms which I had always heard

spoken of: as the peculiar distinction of ¢ the

ladies” - of this. gay :and :voluptuous .city:

Horace; no bad judge of these matters, cele-
brates the beauty. of the women of Cadiz;
‘and later and better poets than Horace, speak
in raptures of the charms of these fair and
frail .ones. Whether it was, that so:-high
authorities had their influence upon my judg-
ment, or .that.sun~]1ght is less. favourable to
Spanish: beauty than. the light of torches,
blended.with- that of the moon,~or that-the
women .of :Cadiz ‘are. really deserving. of the
praises ‘that ‘have been lavished .upon-.them;
I will not. pretend to- determine ; but I must

be candid enough to adm_i't;',that'While I'sat .

~at the door of a café, from which a:strong
light blazed across the piazza, and scrutinized
the passers by, 1.did see some splendid forms;
and some.lustrous eyes,—some countenances;
in short, that might remind one of Gulnare: |
The women of Cadlz are,” beyond question,, .
the finest in Spam. FACISH N SRR AR SRR a

.- Presuming.. ‘upon” then' charms, the ladles B
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of this city indulge in some curious whims.
Every family of any consequence, has a
state-bed, highly ornamented, and placed in
an elegantly fitted up apartment; and the
use made of it i1s this:—-at a particular time
of the year, generally after Lent, the sehora
of the house, or her daughter, if ske has
reached, and her mother has passed a cer-
tain age, feigns sickness. Having previously
made all the necessary arrangements, she
takes to her bed: there she lies in an elegant
wwnight dress, under embroidered sheets, her
~head resting upon a rose-coloured silk pil-
low,—and a table! stands mear, with silver
candlesticks; and wax lights,—a little silver
bell; and several vases containing choice per-
fames. There she receives company; there
all her male and female acquaintances resort;
and there, attired to be seen, and bent upon
admiration, she listens to the language of
mock condolence, pleasing flattery, and un-
disguised gallantry! There is another occa-
sion, upon which the state-bed is used. When
a woman 1s accouchée, the child is baptized
next day,—and upon this day, the mother
holds a levée : the company is received in
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the saloon ; the folding doors which usually
divide this reception-room from the state-
bedroom, are thrown open, and the lady lies
in state to receive the compliments of her
many visitors. This levée is held by women
of all classes, though all have not a state-bed
to recline on; and it often happens among
the lower ranks, that a woman will arrange
the chamber, make and adorn her bed, and
after having prepared it for her own recep-
tion, will pop into it to receive company. I
i,mﬁiwnformed that the ladies of Cadiz are
ﬂgpf?rm the manufactory of the female per-
son ; ‘that in/lookitig at/ them, we: may fre-
‘quently apply-with truth ‘the well known
‘proverb;¢all is not gold that glitters;” and
that the most experienced dress-maker of the
British metropolis would be “ all in amaze ”
at the various and subtle uses to which the
cork tree is put in the city of Cadiz. All
this scandal, however, was told me by an
English lady ; and I hope for the sake of the
ladies of Cadiz, as well as of my own re-
miniscences of the Plaza de San Antonio,
that it may be calumny.

Morals in Cadiz are, if possible, even lower
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than in the other Spanish cities: female vir-
tue is'a thing almost:unknown, and scarcely:
‘appreciated.: Tt:is with difficulty and-with -
pain we can bring ourselvesto believe; that in
& civilized country, there should exist a state
‘of society in which that purest gem‘a’-—'female
- modesty—bears mo price; and it ‘is un-
pleasant to have' the ‘conviction thrust upon
us, that the innate virgin pride, which we
have . ever ‘delighted to believe “inseparable
from’ the female - ¢haracter; ‘'should ~ be’ so
~loosely rooted, as to wither away under ‘the
baleful influences of habit and :opinioil;" “Yet
how can’ we resist 'this conclusion? 'T'could
give innumerable ‘examples. of the depraved
state ‘of morals in ‘Cadiz: I have at- this
moment before me, a closely written page of
notes, full of these; and even' the names of
individuals are mentioned; but I have turned
the leaf, “and will not sully 'my page with
details which might indeed gratify curlosnty,‘
but which could add nothing to the truth of
 thie statement: I-have made, that in Cadiz,
¢ female virtue is a thing almost unknown
and scarcely appreciated;” ~~ ' enie
+The’ morals of the rehglous bodles n Cadlz 1
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are exemplary, nothing, at all events 18 sald .
to their disadvantage; and in-a city such as
Cadiz, this is evidence enough in their favour.
Formerly, the morals of theé monastic orders
in Cadiz were notoriously bad ; but there is
notv so little disposition in that city, to affect
blindness towards the feelings of the clergy—
- free opinions in religion have made so great |
progress in Cadiz—and so- watchful an- eyé
is kept upon the conduct of the religious
bodies, that. purity of morals could al_pne
protect them. against public obloquy.: - P
»In Cadiz, there are not many ob_]ects of |

curiosity to visit: it has no antiquities- now:
visible ; . few: ‘public bulldmgs ‘worthy. of
notice; and a very scanty assortment of
good plctures. ~In search of the last, I-V1s1ted _
the churches and .convents, without finding

any thing to. reward my labour. : In one con-
vent, indeed—the Capuchms—-—ls found :that
picture which .last. employed the hand :of
Murillo. - He, Thowever, only dESlgHEd it, and
laid on the first colours; the work. bemg_:k
_cbmpléted ‘by .a.pupil. . In . its- colour.mg,
‘there is of course nothing of Murlllo to be
'seen but in the composmon, the gemus of
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the master may be detected; and the pic;-
- ture is at all events mterestmg, as bemg the
last of his’ works—more interesting -indeed
because an: -unfinished ‘work——since We_know ;
~in looking at it, that there, for the last time,
his hand gave v1s1ble mamfestatlon of hlS:
_ genius. 4 |
The only- other plctures that repald the.
‘labour of a visit,—and they well repaid it,—
are in the possession of Mr. Brackenbury, hlS :
majesty’s consul at. Cadiz. . Nowhere is there
a more exquisite morsel of Murillo to be seen,
~than_the" ¢ Infant Bacchus,” tastmg, for the
first time, the juice of the grape.  Hé looks
as if he -quaffedf immortality ; 'and as a work
of 'art, this is one of the finest specimens,
 both'in colouring, and in every other excel-
| lence, of the. best days of Murillo.- In this
_ collectlon there  are- many other admirable
- pictures ;- among these, a Bassano,” greatly ~ '
‘'superior to either of the two in’ the Madrid
~ gallery. But I understand, that some of the
choicest works of Murillo; have been sent: by
Mr. Brackenbury to England and that the
amateurs in: this country, may probably have
“an opportunity of ‘increasing-their knowledge
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and admiration of Murillo, by contemplating:
these admirable productions of his genius. 1
cannot allow this opportunity to escape, with-:
out expressing my warm acknowledgments to
Mr. Brackenbury, not only for the pleasant
“hours enjoyed in his society, but also for the
valuable information upon many points which.
I received from him. Nor.can I help adding,
that -if those ‘who ‘speak so much, and so
loudly, respecting the high emoluments de-
rived by his Majesty’s consuls, "would visit
"Cadiz, they might find cause to alter their
opinion.  No' representative of the Encrhsh
government ought to _have any temptatlon to

shut his ‘doors acramst ‘those who are recom-

mended to hlm,-——-—those who need his protec-
tlon,——or even those who come accidentally in
his way.- Generous minded men, such as the
reptesentatlve of the British government in
Cadiz, do not, and cannot yield to the temp-
tations of avarice,—perhaps the suggestions
of pradence..” But the claims upon consular
hospitality are: ruinous in a city like Cadiz,
where, besides ‘its own trade, half the ves-
sels bound for Gibraltar, call and where the

VoL. 1r. RIS SN REA "
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steam-boat .for the Levant,. every fortnight
discharges its:passengers.. .. A consul,iat such

a. port,.is -exposed to many:inconveniences;

and:has a difficult duty to perforni. - Nothing

is:s0.easy as to obtain a letter to a consul:

friends and relations in England,—men who
have travelled, and once .dined.with him,—
consuls in other ports,—an: ambassador: will
seldom refuse an application for a:letter to.the
British consul.at this, or that port; for he is

considered:a sort of pu’bllic:' property, bound,

almost by the«duties of his office, to./pay
attention -to ‘strangers ;. ~and. if “a traveller
carry.a letter to a consul, and is not offered
the -hospitalities of his house,~he.is ‘imme-

" diately; set down .as-a.very -peniirious repre-
sentative.of the British government. - All this

is iwrong; and: onght to be righted.. I am.not
advocating ostentation; extravagance, or over
liberality in his Majesty’s consuls.: .They are

not ‘called upon to be princely in their hospi-
talities; but .they.are expected to act like

Englishmeén, and gentlemen ; and although it
- forms no part of their consular duties, to invite

to. their tables every stranger who brings.an

introduction in his hand, there are some noble

S
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feelings‘% in the breast,:that-are felt t6 be-more |
urgent than mere duties ; and it is not for the
respectability of the British ‘monarchy, that
these feelings .should be entirely repressed.
The ‘remuneration -of consuls ought to vary
with the calls for:expenditure ‘that are made
upon: them. - . Those variations in- commercial
prosperity, -which affect ‘the :different -ports;
require;that a new scale should, from time. to
time,' be adopted.—I will not pursue farther,
a -subject that may perhaps be called -a
dlgressmn S N R DI 10 RE)
‘. The only buildings in Cadlz worth visiting,

are the two cathedrals;the old and;the new.
The ‘old -is not remarkable for any thing ex-
cepting some treasures ‘and-relics ; :the new

is: chiefly interesting; because- it is gradually
falling -into ruin. :It wasvbegun more than.a
hundred years ago, and-the:fund, derived
fromia duty-upon:imports from iAmerica, -was
entrusted to a board of commissioners.. ' The
commissioners quarrelled,—the fund did riot
find its way into the proper channel, and.the
 cathedral was left unfinished, #--‘and unfinished
it w111 certamly for ever remain. The style
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of the building was meant to be in the -most
gorgeous -taste * of . Composite architecture :
ornament is heaped upon ornament ; and
both in material and in _qukmanshlp, its
| r_ichness,cannot be exceeded; but it is fast
falling into decay. In many parts it is un-
covered ; the excellence of workmanship has
yielded to the influence of the weather, and
~the marbles have lost their beauty and fresh-

ness. - The principal area of the interior is
used asa rope-walk, while other'parte"have—
been converted into depbsitories of maliogany.
Underneath the’ bulldmg are vast- vaults, by
some said to have been intended as a pan-

theon; by others, believed to-have been
excavated with a view to religious persecu-
tion and punishment:  From an inspection of
these vaults, the former surmlse appeared to_

~ me the more probable.- : s b
The recent erection: of Cadiz mto a free port

has not brought with it all the advantages_'
that were anticipated ; but it has, neverthe-.

~less, had an 1mportant influence ‘upon its
prosperity. Immediately upon Cadiz being
created a free port, _-immens’el'shipments of
manufactured goods were made from 'Engé
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land ; and - several branches of Manchester
houses were established there. So improvi-
dent had been-the export from England that
last autumn, calicos and muslins weré bought'
“in Cadiz 20 per cent. cheaper than in England.
But the chief increase in the commerce of
‘Cadiz, arises from the_facilities'no'w afforded
for illicit trade with the Test of Spain.. This
is principally seen 1n the imp'o'rt of foba‘ccd,’
which comes free from the Havannah, and
which is not intended so much for the con-
sumption of ‘the city, as for supplying the
contraband trade with the ports and coast of
Spain. ' There are said to-be six thousand
persons in Cadiz employed in twisting cigars:
But it is not in tobacco only that Cadiz has
‘drawn to itself the illicit trade of the Medi-
‘terranean. There is also an extensive con-
traband trade in English manufactured goods,
‘which can be bought throughout:Spain, at
only thirty per cent. above the price at which
they cost in Cadiz. = Gibraltar formerly mo-
nopolized the contraband trade of the Spanish
coast; ‘and the effects resulting from Cadiz
having been made a’free ‘port, have proved
‘most ruinous to the interests of Gibraltar;
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the merchants of the latter place have endea-
voured- to support themselves by establishing
‘branch houses.in Cadiz, and of these. there
are no fewer than twenty-five.. The change
in -”th_e, commercial prosperity of ‘Cadiz. has |
‘materially affected its population,—in 1827,
the inbhabitants scarcely reached fifty-two
thousand’; in- 1830, they exceeded 31xty-
seven thousand. , - |

'The whole commercial system of Spain 18
most erroneously conceived. The prohibitory
system is carried to-a length absolutely ruin-
ous to the fair trader, and hlcrhly 1njurious to
the  revenue.  .The immense duties upon '
admissible articles, and the total prohibition
of  others, has occasioned a most extensive
contraband trade, both externally,—with the
various ports;-and along the coast of Spain,
and internally,—throughout the Whol_e{ pf the
‘kingdom ; -and by this trade, admissible
articles are introduced into the interior, at
from one to three hundred per cént. below
the dutieé imposed. Government could not
fail to be benefited by permitting the impor-
tation of articles of general use, upon payment
of such a duty as would allow the sale of the
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article at a lower price than is now paid by'
the ‘consumer to the smuggler. As one ex-
aniple of the impolicy of the system, I may
 cite a fact respecting the trade in salted fish,

the returns of. which I -have before me. - The

import of this article into' Cadiz in one year,

before ‘that. city: was: made.~a free’ port,

~ amounted ' to. four  vessels, ‘whose.  cargoes

reached 4092 cwt. ; while at the free port of
Gibraltar; in the same year, forty-one vessels

entered, with 89,106 cwt.- the whole ‘of - 'which

~into Spain through the hands of the smug-

glers.. :The' duty-upon. this article is::more
than one hundred per cent.; the smuggler

considers himself remunerated by a gain of
' tWenty‘-ﬁvélpericent., so that the article which
finds'its way.into’ the market through the
" contraband trade, is: sold seventy-five per

_cent. cheaper than that which is admitted

upon payment of the regular duties. -

."The -dutiés upon  British - manufactured
goods, amount almost to a prohibition ; they

~often reach one hundred per cent.; ‘and this

trade is therefore also in the hands of .the

‘smuggler, who- obtains the _ profit - which,
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under a more wholesome system, might go
“into the treasury of the kingdom. The frau-
dulent .dealer is also gréatlyaassiSted by the
custom of granting a royal license to indivi-
duals to import a certain limited quantity of .
prohibited goods ; an expediency resorted to
in order to meet the exigences of the state:
and under the license to enter a hundred tons ‘
of merchandize,—the merchant enters per-
haps a-thousand- tons,—a deception easily
practised .in ‘a country ‘where,’ among the
_ public officers, a scale of bribery is perfectly
understood and acted upon, : . T |
~ I'must not forget to mention, that the, dlS-
tinction of free  port,- conferred upon .Cadlz,
was a government expedient to raise money;
and that the sum paid by the city for this
privilege, is raised by duties levied upon the
“entrance of every 1n1and article of consump-_ "
tion.: Far e S -
| The road between Cadlz and anra]tar has
long- been - notoriots for its difficulties and
danger : it is ‘altogether a mule track, lying
partly through the outposts of the Sierras of
Xeres and of Ronda, and partly along the
sea-coast,. and totally  impassable . during




