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thepurest .of allwine; for it will .bear no
.admixture of either brandy, or boiled wine ;
whatever is added to it, entirely spoils it.

Sherries, when adulterated, are not usually

adulterated by .the London wine merchant,
'. .

with the exception of tbose .extremely infe-
rior wines, which, from their excessive low
price, .no one can expect tobe genuine wines,

. ,

and which are probably mixed with Cape.
But theclass of wines which pass under the

denomination of "low-priced sherries,' are

not adulterated in London, but at Xeres-by
~......-

the grower, not by the exporter, These
~--

wines are mi~eq Wiit:h t?e wines of Mogl1er, y Ge e a't
andwith a large~ propel1tion G~ lh=ant1l~ ; : and
the eXiBorter, in purchasing them 'from the . .

grower, 18 quite well aware oftheir quality r
but,being ordered to send a Iarge cargo of
low-priced wines, he .iaforced to purchase

and export these. It .may be laid down as

a fact,.that genuine sherry, one year old, can-

. not .beimported under thirty shillings per
dozen; and if to this be added, theprofit of
the merchant, and the accumulation of inte- .
rest upon capital on older wine, > it is obvious
that .genuínc-sherry, four -years old, cannot .
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bepurchased in England .under forty-frve

shillings.. , '

The principal depositories of wine at Xeres .

and .at. -Port St. Mary's, are nót ccllars;. but
lightly constructed buildings, 'containing va­
rious ·chambers. There are. generally three
tier of casks, laid horizontally upon beams;

and in ·th'eprincipalvaults, as manyas two

thousand five hundred butts .may, be seen.

1 noticed many casks without bungs; .this, 1
was told, isnotatall prejudicial tothe wine,

----b ut"on the coIÍtrary, if.a brick be merelylaid........._-
----upon ,the' hole, ,to keep out dust, .the adrnis-

sioo of air is ~o~sitleITed· an a~Yantag~e. c Stievry enpra i~
. ,

is a very hard~ wine,; anO: is ;,well ~D0wn, by:
the merchants of'. Xeres, too be improye~ by
exposu~e to the .weather, ,An .illustration of

this fact lately occurred: the roof of ,one' of

thewine-houses fell in; ,. andv not being re- '
built, thewine was left exposed to theoppo-:
site temperatures ofwinter and summer ; and

I

this wine was celebrated as the finest that
,for many years had left Xeres.

Before visiting Xeres, one cannot have any

idea of the variety in flavour, an~ the various.

gradations of excellence in sherry; and, 'after

J
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tasting the primest samples of each kind, from

the palest straw, up to the deepbrown, it is

, impossible to say which is the finest.. 1 need

scarcely repeat again, that it is entirely by
the aroma and by the taste-s-not at all by the

colour, that .sherries are to be, judged. . The
. toide differences in .colour, depend .entirely

.upon the . proportion 'of boiled wine ; 'while·

those slighter -shades, perceptible among the
pale and light .golden wines, are owing-to

sorne small difference in ,the ripeness of the
fruit,

,~ A 'few.houses, oí the greatest ,c,apital, are
growers, as well 'as me:r.cliants; .but, .gene: .
rally speaking, the' \vine is ' bouglit of the

, gf¡owers when on -, the lees,'' The exporter

who is alsoagrower, has an advantage ayer .
. the .other merchant, in .the 'perfect security

11e .has, that .no wine oí Moguer has" been

mixed with the sherry. But the merchants

.are 'naf afraid. to trust. to their knowledge

and experience, inbeing able to odetect adul­

terated wine; . and besides, thosewho are per-.
'. fectly accustomed to tbe trade can tell; befare

vintage time. iby merely looking at a vineyard,

within two ior three butts oí- the quantity
. . '

-' .



110 . SPAIN IN 1830.

the vineyard will produce: .so that, when

one comes' to treat for the produce of those
vineyards which he has had in his eyejhe
discovers by the quantity, whether it has

been much adulterated with Moguer.: Añ

. experienced merchant possesses an intimate

acquaintancewith the quality of thedifferent

vineyards ; among which, the most essential
differences are found, even .when they lie con-. .

tiguous. '. It is, of'course; .this .difference. in
the quality of thevine, thatcreates the differ­

.....__ . ence in price and quality among the' genuine .

.............._-__unadulterated sherries. , In this trade, ·as· in
eve~y othe~, .the capitallistJ Has an a~vantage ; Generafí
for, if he a(lvances, fl' few 'óags or' Holiars"to

JU T tHe Gultivator during.the summer, he has the
first. choice ,of the November sales, when the
article is alwayscheaper. '.

It is difficult to saywhat is the return for
Iand-under a vineyard in Xeresj . 'this;· of
course, depends upon the qualityof thepro­
duoe.aridipartly upan· the .convenience of

road and market.. But allthe 'vineyards ·of .
Xeres, requiregreat expense, and ·uninter­

mitting.Iabour. The following is a surnmary

of .the management of the vine producing

sherry.
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The fir t opera ion i to take up the ca ,
or p op, immediately after the vinta e i

gathered: tI e second operation irnmediately

follo s thi ; it is, to dig mall pits about a
yard quare round each pIant, that the vine
ma obtain a permanent ad antage from the
rain. There i then an inter al of labour,
till after the fir t rain ha e fal en; and in
the early part of Jan ary, hen thi ha
taken place, the third operation of the vine­

grower i , to prune the hole plant; and, it
i curiou fact, that the vineya d which i

ea .e t p uned, i the late t in buddin ;

he p nt too, i al a tter, t e
ronger, and o firml e . e t
De.l·a1:l@~·i to cIo e the pit , in orde that the

moisture , hich has been recei ed, ma be
retained. fte thi, but a little later, the

hole ine ard is d g up, to loo en the soil.

The next operation i to free the oil of gra

and eed, b turnin it o e ; and thi i

repeated once, t ice, or thrice, according a
the rains roa ha e reproduced the eed,
and rendered a repeti tion of thi lab u nece ­
sary. All these operation ar concluded by
the middIe of arch. hen the vineyard
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has been thoroughly cleared of' weeds, the

next care of the husbandman is to smoothe
.. .

the soil. .which is done twice, at oan interval
. .

of three weeks: this done, he cuts off the

· vicious sprouts at the roots of the .plants,
which. hinder their nourishment; he then

· pulverises the land to a fine powder, and,

lastly, he puts in thestakes to support the

coming harvest. These ' are the distinct

operations to be .performed in succession, and
each at its flxeditime : but these do. ·not

p • • .. ..

'comprehend all the laboursof the vineyard .;. .
for, during the whole. of this time, there are

many lesser c~res with which the grower

must occupy llimself ; tlie most ñninter-

T mititiag and most laborious of these;: being

the search, and destruction of insects.·< Such
• ;.. ' • • ¡..

are the tOl18 which are necessary to 'p~ocure .

us the enjoymentof ~ glass ~f genuine sherry.
. The · Xeres vintage .:.is'': not ..· considered ano
·uncertain crop; the climate in that country
~ay be.'depended upon; · so that.Jabour is

certain, or .almost certain ofits reward. The

wine ··trade employs, .oue way and another,
the ·whole inhabitants of Xeres, .and Port

St, Mary: the ·latter is 11. very. rising place.;
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it -is.a more .convenient point of export than
Xeres, being clase' to the sea ; and .newwine
establishments. áre .every year springing "IIp

. ,

there. At present, there are sixteen wine-
houses in 'Xeres, .and nine in Port,St, Mary :
the former would gladly change their position,
if ·this were .possible ; . fór '. thejnerchant . of .

Xeresihaa.a manifestidisadvantage in not _ .
being able .to see hisgoodsshippedvand pu~ . .
beyond thejeach of damage and plunder_,'
A~ Xeres, it. is n ót always 'possible toknow

' the state of the weather at sea,' and it often
. ~ . . . ' . ' . . ' . .-

haRpens; that a' cargo is sent ~ down to "Port,
, ' , ~ . "

St. Mary,' where i ~ .lies ina~~ days eJfp19sed , '
t o both 'damage , an~ 'reguery.'Tlíe, ci ty ' oí
'~eres itself, ,possesses: no,interest apartfrom
,that '\vhich"arises from :, its .wine ' trade ~ 'i' i ' "Goo'd

. ' , . ' ~ " ' .

'sherry is , ' ~n' ", expensive , ~~ wine even, :'at Port
. S t~ - Mary and .Cadi~. : .The small wine, the

v_in ,ordinaire of the district;.is about Bd. ·per .

.bottle ; .but this, ~ although passingunderthe
genéric.iname of'snerry"js .riot · produced
.from :the '.Xeres grape, ~ .though tlle,re 'is ~ :':.8,0
much similarity, .that .thesherryflavour i~ at

,once .detected ,:in it~' : ~ : But '··either . at. Port
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St. .Mary.or át Cadiz.iabottleof good sherry
is \charged.Bs. 44~ ,jn'·a'·coffee~hou~e~, .ot hotel';
andjfany.thing:"ye~y .superiorbeaak éd.for; ,
a.d óllar.will.be demanded."', ' .~ : .' ...: .;J\,' . ,~. '.::., , ' ~ ;

':.':<.·Aftér. .:-spending <one '.day ~ .in .'Xeres, .', :.'and .
another; in .riding over thevineyards.. Lre-

,'turned to, Port-St. ·J-Uary; where .L had íalso
.the pleasure oí partaking .of the hospitaliti és
of'its -. .merchants; " OIn ·':théeveningT wentto
the théatre, whereI found.good reasontobe

~_._ .greatly: surprised rat the .license-which. was
. peÍ;mitted ,on<~ the stage~so.opposite from ariy--
thing "1 .had.ibefore .witnessed in Spain, .: "',A .

iriar 'oí tbe 6armelite ,eruér, was intr0duced~
. - '" . . " .-:- . . .. ". .

"as .one of tñe d.~a~~tispersoJ}re,,ano.. he.was

,ma{le. " ,t~l.., carry , OU:..:an ': intrigue .' .with ~ the
daughter .of .a barber, . and to ',-,offer .her: .the
.money..,which he:had just .received for sorne ,'

, -niassesj. . ,and .in:.anóther part of.theplay.a
song :.~as: - . sung. in ' .evident. burlesque .'of the
kindóf singing heardat religiousceremonies. . .

.::With '.a~.l this, .the ' .~udience.'was ' .delighted. .
. . . ,

.Butneither in Madrid nor in :Seville. .nor ..in
: ,..., . . '. . -..,, " .. '

any of theto.wns··in .theeastofSpain, would .
.t his ,llave:beeu tolerated by,the .public.antho- .

: : .rities; nor wouldit even have been acceptable

I " ' ';' '. '
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tó theaüdience. ·.·lf t lie .libetal -party can be
said to 'bestrong fn any partof Spainvthat ., '
part is the countryand cities .surrounding 'the
bayofOadiz. .":' 1 heard severalmerchants of
thisneighbourhood expressun.opinion.vthat .
an.attempt to revolutionize this partof Spain;

t · ~ " , . . . . . '. ,_ . .' .. '

would be.more likely tobe .successful thanif '
' ~iIiade in .any other quarter, );'The population .
,of 't his .neighbourhood is"large,~"ana would 'be"'

él formidable 'party'if opposed :to the ~govern~'

ment.: .- The population -of ;Cadiz ·exceeds
--·s-·e~~ellty thousaí1d, St. Lucar eontains twenty­

t~vcr tho'tlsand; Puerto 'dé Santa:Maria seven- .
. teen -thousand, Euetto.Real: twelva"thoúsand; ...
I sla thirty-iwo"thousand ; at'together forming .
Wititiin ..~· veiy ~ .narrow .district, ~ ~ a 'poptila!ibIi
oí one -hundredundfifty .. thouaand.withour
includingvillages. ,.'" . ~ :'..':, '." ' , .. ' -.... . ~ - ,' . ,...., í . ?~

~ ·- · · The· · · storm· 't hat eommenced the "'morni¡jg
I .··'1eft Cadiz, "liad ":inereased ;' '.andwhen "j'

. .

walked' down 'to' tbe quay at pórt '· St.Matj ~:

to ~toss the 'hay ·to Cad.z, ''1 'found th átthat .
port.ias weII 'as the parí 'of Oadiz; .WáS~ ~ ' Slltíf';

and Iwas accordingly forced to hlre~caleche ...
to ..go round the 'hay .by .laud, -i t distance of:

" "

: .\ '.•~ ·'Í.: 2 ' ,," ' ..' .': "
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_sevenJeagues .and .: a - half~ . · · · ~ I ·' ·..scarcely. " r'e -~ .
grettedthisvasI should thus have an oppor-.
tuni ~y , oí seeing more 'oí thecountry.: ;" ., ! ' : '

; ,Leavíng Port Sto Mary, Lpassedthrough
an .. .almost ' ,uncultivated ~ country,. '.towards .

, . ~ - '. . .. .

Puer,to 'Real,. skirting theedge ofthe-bay.; ."
- 'thecountry on the .Iandsid e being covered

withTurze, and .intersected- by. hedges. of '
·magnificeni. .aloes .and Indian ·fig ;. .andwith .

wild· ' oliv~s: thinly. scatteredrovervthejsoil ;. '
~ ' aIid}a~ther .back, wer~seen.th~ outer ridges ·

of'theSierra de Ronda. JA~ ~eproceeded,a '
.singular 'spectacI~'was presented outhe side '..
towardsjh é ,ba;y; : hnmense lagunes' lay' be""' ,

~we_en the roadand the .sea, tnickly sprinkled .
witll white pyramids, andassuming the exact
representation -of: an .extensive .encampment, ' .

.These were pyramids oí '.salts .. the .,'sea ;5s "
. · 'a"dmitted .mto. sh8Jlow · : ;reser~~irs ,; , e~cavated .

•'in .th~soii~ ~n~th~ ,s~lt~ is ;f~;IJ?-'ed 'by e~ápo~
•ration. ~ Nothing-canbe 'more . ~ni~t~re~ting

than ,t he roadround the ,bar" till ,we enter
. the Isleof Leon, .which Oig·.separated from th~

. :nlain ·l.and::by..a-drawbridge. ' ...Soon -after.. l '
' reach(ld 'Islaywhichis -certainly .one of the

t . ' . .

.prettiest towns in Spa~n;' 1 never saw a

-.
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'cléaner .or. prettier. street, 1 than. the principal '
. .

_. street of Isla.. , Every house is oí the .purest

' ..white, and everyrange of windows on every

, .h ouse, hasits green veranda, ' Islá i~ a' sadly
fallentown : -, the great naval schoolvand ex:

. .

tensive docks of Caraccas, in its immediate
neighbourhood, once gave employment to '

thousands, and ,'life , and prosperity to 'I sla ;
but now, there is not a ship on the stoc.ks, "
and not an eléve in the college. '

, ,. Soon after leaving Isla, 1 entered upon the

long ,and ,narrow tongue of land which c~n-, '

nects .Cadiz with the mainland; the tongue- ' "

becomes narrower as we aEproacli: 0 aCliz" ana
, during at least 'a,league, it varies from ' two .io
three htmdred yardsbroad, including apart '
of the sands, which are.covered at high tide:
the .causeway itself is not one hundred yards :

broad. .About amile and a half from Cadiz,

, '" ,1 ,passed a magnificent fortress, called the

;Cortadura, because it cuts the tongue of .. '

land across. .This fortress was built in ,the
,year 1812, and it entirely covers the approach ,

, to Cadiz on the land side; presenting .a for­

, mid~ble , range of batteries, mounting one

"
I~.
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hundred and iforty ' guns. ~ _ , :Before enteriIig

.Cadíz. another:strongbatterymustbepassed,
sovthat Oadiz.. 'may be' .considered. impreg­
nable on theland side; at all events, .not 10

be reducedwithout·immense .sacrifices. r,:
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P eculiar íties of Cadiz; ; a Fete j the Ladíes of Cadiz; , curious
· ." . :Whims .and Uaages ; Morals¡ the R~1igíous ;Bodie,s j Mu~ .

rillo's last Pieture ; ·Mr~ Brackenbury'sPictures ;;'Remarks
.'. upon .Consular R~mun'era~on i th~ ~~q .Gatbedh:tls; effe~ts.
.. . úpori the Commereíal Pro~Reri~ ' of Gaaiz, :¡fh>m ·íts".having··

.. .; .. ~ .heencreated á Free' Port ; :; Stiíte of tlieRoad Hetween .Cadii
'. .,.. and Gibraltar"; Departure from Cadiz ;"Chicla~a; .Moming
:. :.. Srleries ;""a V énta ] the Afrlcan Coast 'j' 'Vüd SCéri'~tY ; :D~n;';

,":.::. 'gers' of·.the ·Road·; Suspicious Circumstance] ;TariWa~r an;

.: other .Venta j J oumey through the Mountains to Algesi~as;. .
:'' ;. ~ ~ ¿View'oC Gibraltar; Arrivat · · ..'. .' · u · ·, ,;l :.. ' .:. . s : : . : ~ ., ';. "' r ' .:; :.. ..'

'.
C~lJ.~~ is.Iess interestingthan SOl1)~ others ..of

the Sp~n~~h" cities; JJeCaUSe', it is JeS$ pU~ély'.

Spanish: r: ~ the -number.of; fo~eign ~ merc~ntil~ .

. h(n~ses;; andth~,conc~urs~ofstrangersalwáYS
tob~ ,seeniÍl Cadiz, ·giv~s ;to tIte populatioll .

. a more ·'mixed .and .inotley aspect than,[thaf

",hich~~eIQngs;t o ·· ":the;..populatio~;óf:'Se~lIe~
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Madrid, Valencia, or indeed,of any Spanish
city-" with the exception, perhaps, of Barcel- .
lona: and in the mode oí lifé, · too, foreign .
usages llave rn~d'e ' great inroads upon the ex- .
clusiveness and peculiarities of Spanish cus- '
tOlns. ' The table i~ 'better ' ~erved .in Cadiz
than elsewhere, and strangers are' more fre­

quently seated at it :....the hours of repast too .
are .later, ' A~ tbe .table of. a p~rso~ in., .t he
middle ranks of life, the puchero' .is seldom
.seen ; and amoug the upper classes there is an

------affectatic»i 'of a preference of French ..wines,.
...e:....-...-_.- sÍ1ffi~ieíltly : ridiculou's in ' a- city situated so

near Xeres, 'anCl in 'a ceünfry IDwfi.ieh evety
Httle distriét protluces it~ ' óWn peculiar,·'and ·
~rt:en ' ,exquisitely ' Havo~¡'ed wine. .,'Biit those

.' verythinis that diminish, i~ . sorne' degree,

,the interest ofC~cliz in the eyes of a~tranger,
• • 1 , ' . ' l ' .

: render it 'the most attractive eity in Spain, for
one' who desires:'to'p'a~s'aY'few ·months~gree·.1 "

ably;': There' is, there, no shrinking {foro the
·eYeofthestranger ;':hospitalityis understood

," in':its truesense; and De)' oneneed fear, :in
Cadiz,that thetime mar hang heavy mi his
hands. ,. . . . ' :. :.. ;' ; ... .: J .. " . ... . ,.>. "'~ '.

. '. Externally, .Cadizhas itaadvantageaand ...

. ~.'

" . ' ~
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its-.drawbacks ;' ,the ··'streets .are clean.. and .
many of them sufficiently wide for .the< cl~:- · "

mate', which is .delightful ,; ...but.which, .in the

Iatitude of .thirty-six, . cannot .be :otherwise
,. . .

thanhotj . and there is.no want:of finely situ-
atedvcommodious; andeven 'el~gant hous és, , '
forthose .who .can affordto live.inthem.. "But

.; l the '.chief"externa}. charni of Oadiz, is found:'in-
.jts ram·parts; .,andoin thedelightful pr ómenade
which theyafford. : .'Tlie :day ofmyarrivabin
Oadiz, as' well as the .day of my"return tooit

' . from Xer~s; .were ·both too stormyfor, .the
'. ,· eDjoyment" ,oí aprorilenade ; , '~but, the .',day

.following;:,was .calrn .andr beailtifu~ r·:.~and , . : l '
spent half the' mOlining, : 'a~a . alltlíé.. ev~ning; · .
U~Qlri . , the ."rámparts~. - :,The .views "aré of course ·., '

'.marine .views, .and scarcely to beexceeded il). ,
. · beauty> from the ' rampartfronting.. the:bay,

and Puerto de Santa Maria.. .'.'The.bay itself
the ..oppcsite .shore, . the ..many ,:towns that
sprinkle it, tbe 'distant Sierras of Xeres ánd: .

.Ronda; .the .vessels Iying at anchorvin ' .the
. , harbour. :the innUlne~3:bleboats'c¡'ossing}he' ..

ferry~fishing; ~ orsailingvorrowing.forplea- '
. aure-c-and the fine irregular line:of 'hands()me ,..

. whitebuildings that ·lie along ·the Alameda,

, . ~.

' . .. .:
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..

form .altogether, ..~. a'~ delightful aúd. animated

<'i~" But.. Cadiz líes; under: ~ this'. greatr disad­
vantagé,» that it Jjs .jmpóssible ::to: .Ieave. thé

. city, andwalk.or. ride intothe country ;;~there

is ~ no country ..in: the ~- irnmediate neighbour­
hood of Cadizr thecityoccupies every.rood
of theIittlePeninsula iupon~..which.it stands}.
and before one ~'a~' .get intothe .fields; .itis

.. nccessary .either -to travel along twoor .three
Ieaguesofcauséway, ..or to .cross.the bayto

----. 'PQrt~.St.-.. Mary..'c·:! The.: rampart, .the _squares,
and the stréets; are the:onlY':Jwalks;'~'~'á~d

~.......- ..---
cbarmingrastlie. former is, :[.·:thim~: if..JL(re·~ enerafífe

~

sided.. in (]aai~, :1.. 8RoulO1 .soon !@l1g! cfor.ithe

T ,lVerdune .ofthevopenfíelda, .in- place.offhe
greensea r .thé shadeof treesvin. place -of.the
shadow .of'.houses ; :,: and. .the-song of'-birds,
·'0·' t id fth· 'o'cean'svoice ,. . , '1",--1 S ea·,ú . e' ..... ..;._A~) :'; ::.<: ,/") J.• ~_.~~)) ¡,:.F:

Ji.·;.:,Whilst-l: remained i in .Cadlz...there .-was.a
. . ' . > . -

féte and: 'illumination one evening, inhonour;
Lthink, \of .the queen's accouchernent.... 'I'he

. streets. and. squares,' ..particularly.rthe-Plasg

deSanántonio; werebrilliantly illuminated., .
.. . - ~t

and .. in this square, which .isone of the.. paseos
qf;·/(Jadjz~ all theipopulation .was '. assémbled
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from .eight tilleleven o'clockitandI'of course .

seized so favourablean opportunity of'judging . '

of .those charros' which 1 had , ~lways "heard
spoken ',oÍ: as the .peculiar distinction of .' .~ the

ladiea ." .:of this. gay :and .voluptuous .city.
Horace, no badjudge of thesematters, cele- :
brates the beauty.of the. women.rof Oadiz .;

. ,,' and.Iater.and betterpoets thari Horac é.ispeak
in raptures of.rthe charms.:of .these .fair and
frail .ones .. , · .· ~hethe~. '. it-was; .that: so -high
authorities had their influence upon my judg-

. ' .

ment, .ar .tbat .sun-ligh t is .less .favourable to .'

Sptinish; beauty i. than: the .light .of torches,
blended .with rthat of -the' · m00n,~or : tha~~the '
women:of l.CaQi~<ar.~ ~ · realIy ! aeseIWin'g,~; sí .the

. . .. ' .' ~ . . .

prai,ses·, ~ that ;' have · been...Iavished .upon -them,

1 .willnot .pretendt ó...determine j but Lmust :
be:candid enough..:to . admit, .thatwhileI:sat

. at tbe door of a. café, .from .which .a strong
light .blazed across thepiazza; and scrutinized

the passers by; Ldid see somesplendid.forms; . .
.andsome.lustrous eyes>+some countenánces; ... .
·in .. · . sh()rt-,: ·. th.at · inigh~ :.:remind .óne'of .Gulnar é. . . '
'I'he 'women .ofOadiz: '.arer.beyond question'; :'

. th fi t ·· S · ·.. -::.,;."./ ,.F" I . ~ , rr ~ ; .. .. l ' ~;' i ~ • ., ~:i t , f \ . .~..,r {', ~ ¿ .e· nes -In ·., paIO•..l. . .. J , L \ " '. ;! -.J . :<.• '· ~r .· ~ ..... ~ . .' . "' .~- ~ - .•~ ...... ...~ . ..

; ': PresumÍÍlg,.iupOl1 ,:,their :char ms,í !he ladies

. .
. .. ' .

. .. ..
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. than in 'tlie otherSpanisli cities; female .vir-:
tueis .athingalmostunkricwn, .and scarcely

'.appreciated. i -Tt ria..with-difflculty :andrwith
pain we canbring.ourselvestobellevejthat in'
.a; 'civilized eountry,<ihereshould'exíst a .state
.of society in .whieh ·tliat purest gem-s-female
modesty-c-bears .norprice;. and it : ~ is .un­
pleasant ·t cf ,have ·.the .conviction. thrustupon'
us~ .; that..·the innate virgin 'pridev.which we
have-'ever .delighted " to .believevinseparable

· from' the~ · ~female.::~ cna:racter; :<sh0'1.ld':· .be ~ .t ·so ·

lóoselyrooied,:':astowither away under 'the
bal éful influences -of hábit.and ~opinión.' -..:Yet

how 'can: we ' resist ~tlíis cQnelusion ?- '1'coula :

give innumerable examples.-of.the 'deprave~

sfate'~ .of -morals ,in ~ : ·Cadiz :: · "1 .have . at-this. . .

' niomeilt befcreme..a eloselywritten .·.pagEf .óf.·
notes, :f ulÍ oí these; .and 'even 'the .names 01 . '
.individuals arementioned ; : . ~ but I' have turried · . .
.the · lea(, ' , ~· ,· and ")wilí not sullyrmy.Lpage with
details whieh might indeed gratify .curiosity;' .
butwhichcouldadd nothingtothe truth 'o~

thetstatement 1 ;have .made.: 'thát in Cadiz,". .
· r' female virtue is a thing ~ almost .unknown/
· and scarcely appreciated.' .."':,'" .,:<'~ . '; ': : .':>-;....-; . : T :~ : '

.: · · : · ~~ ' · Tlié' :~fuora J s . of the · :religiotis bodies 'in Oadia

" .

.. .,-:- '

. . . l . , .

. . . . !
' . ~ . . i

I
I
I

' ..oIIIll
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are ,exemplary;,nothing, atall events, 'is said
to their disadvantage ;" and -in.· acity suchas
Oadiz,'this Is evidence enough in their favour. .

Formerly, thémorals of'thé mon.astic.orders
in Cadizwere .notoriouslybad; .but there is
110\V so little disposition irithat cityv.toaffect
blindness towards the feelings of the clergy-s­
freeopinions in religión havernade ·SO, great
progresa in Cadiz-s-and so' watchful .au-eyé
is kept 'upon ' the .conduct .oí, tb~ religious

bodies, ·that I purity of morals-could alone
protect.them.against public obloquy.i i..».« ~.;

~__'__' 'In Cadiz.. there ar.e not many objectsof .
curiosity to 'visit,: it .has .Dé ~mtiqqiñies~· no\t y .
v;isible ;":; few ; ·puHlic : :J~uilc1lipgs : .: ; ;~OI'tli:y: of
no1iiee; ..•. and a, very·. scanty ·ássortment .• 'Of

good pictúres. ;,. In searchof the last, Lvisited
tbe eburches and.convents.. withoutfinding
any thing to.rewardmy labour.. :·.In.onecon~ ..

vent, indeed-e-the Capuchins-s-iafoundthat
picture which .Iast employed ~ the ihand ¡of .
:Mtlrillo. '..,He, however, only designedit, and ..
'Iaid on .the first. colours; .the .work ....being .•·

. completed.. by. ,.a~pupil ... :~, In ..jts, ::'coloúriIig~,
. ·the~eis of course nothingof Murillo.to·:be .

'seenj. but in .th~ .compcsition, tbe,.geni~s'··of
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the mastermay .be .detected ;'. .and the.-pic- ..
, ,.ture:is ::at.áll .events 'interest ing, ~s: .being the "

last . of his ~. work~-: : more· .intcresting.vindeed : , .
because 'an -unfinished '. work-e-since weknow .
.in looking at it, 'that there, for, the Iast time. .~

hís hand gave -visible: .manifestation .of his :
. .,

., genl.lls'. ' , ' " ',' '. ' '.
The · ~ only · other 'pictures · that .repaid the ,

, Iabourof a visit,-and tbey wellrepaid it,-:-­
aro in the possession of Mr, Brackenbury, -his.·;
majesty's cónsul at oCádiz.r . Nowhere is.there
a more exquisite morselofMurillo.to be seen,

,-than-.the' " Infant Bacchus," tasting, for the
first time; ..th~ j uice :of .tlie grape,'. H é looks

·~s · if'. he · quaff~a:·· iR~mortality ;. '.and: as a.:work
11 .vfi anf; .this . is one 'oí . the finest .specimens, .'

botb. ',in colouring, '"and in every other excel­
Ience. .of.the. best daysofMurillo. .Inthis '
collectionithere.:are ' . ~any . other admirable :
pictures; ; among these, á " Bassano,''' greatly ".
.superior ' to ' · 'ei the~ . : of the two in: the Madrid .
, gallery, "But 1 understand, that sorne 'of the
, ~hoicest ·.,vorks : of Murillo,.:havebeen .sent- by

. ' Mr~ Brackenbury to England j and that the .'.

amateurs' in .this .country, ..may probably have
.anopportunityof" increasing ~ their knowledge

¿ , .

. .

, '- J
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· and admiration of Murillo, by contemplating .

these admirable productions oí.his genius.' 1

cannot allow this opportunity toescape.with-.
out expressing my warm acknowledgments to

Mr. .Brackenb ury; ' not .only for the pleasant

· hours ° enj oye~d iri .his societyr.but also for the
valuableinformation upon' many .points which .

I 'received from him. .Nor.can.I help a~di~g,;.

that '7'if: those .who .speakjsounuch.cand 'so'

loudly~;: respecting the hígh emoluments de- .

rivedBy hi~ .Majesty's consuls. v.would 'visit
Oadiz, o they 'might find cause to alter their

.opinioll. ' Nó.· representative of the o ' .E-ngl~sh

. government ought.tó liave ',anI t emlJtation t() ...
shut liis 'do<>rs -agains't 'tñóse wlió"are recom·~ ·

mendeH to him.c--those whoneed hisprotec­
tioD,~~reven those whó come accidenf~]ly in .

· his way.-~ · Generous minded men, such as the . .

representative of the British government in
Cadiz, do not; and cannot .yield 'to 'tb;e' temp­

tations .of avarice.s-.perhaps .the suggestious
ofprudence.": But the claims .upon consular...
hospitality are : ruinous in a .city, IikeCadiz,

. where, besides "its .own .trad é, '.' half theves-. .
sels boundfor.Gibraltar, 'call ; and whére the.

.. VOL.: 11. ·' K. ' · " _ . . ,
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steam-boat.ifor :,the .1Levant,·,,;every fortnight
discharges its .passengers. . ; , ~A 'consúl, Íat .such

a ';p'ort,-':, is -exposed too:many :·inconveniences;
.and.hasa difñcult dutyto perform. : : ¡ ·~o.thing

iSI.SO . easyás -to obtain a, letter to 'a :cónsule
friends and relationsin En'gland,~inen_who

have: travelled, .and once. idined '. with. himj--«

consuls in .other ports,-an: :ámbassadcir, ~will

seldom refuse.anapplicationfor aletter to.the
British.consulat this, ' or..that 1port ; .for he .is

___' corisidered-a ..sort oí} public..propertyrbound,
almostoby the vduties...of his office, to.. ;pay
attention :Jto 'strangers .; · " - an.d~ ' ; if "a traveller

, . .. .

carry .alettef t~ a ~onsul ,; an~ is not-offere~ ,
the»hospitalifies "óf his . liollse~·.:~ -1ie :j s .imme­

,diatel~i set down Las'-a.very ..penurious _repre~~ '

sentative.of.the-British 'government . '.-All t this
is lwrong, .and.oughtto 'be .righted.. 1 am.not

advocating ostentation; extravagance,.i.·or,..o~er .'

liberality.inhisMajesty's éonsuls.. .T hey. are

llot .called upon tobeprincelyin their hospi ...
talities; .butrthey.. are :.-expected to act.like .
Englishmén..and.gentlemen; and although .it

formsno part of their consular duties, to invite
to ..their ~ tables every strangerwho brings :. ~n . .

introduction in his hand, there are sorne noble l
'

1' -'

d
Z

J
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feelings iin the .br éast .: that-are felt tó be more
urgentthanmereduties; and it .,is :not:for"the
respectabilityof the British .monarchyvthat .
these .feelings .should be ,' entirely repressed, ,

The 'remuneration ',.of -consula -ought to 'váriy
with the callsfor.expenditurethat aremade
uponthem, ~ .T hose rvariations -in . commercial

, prosperity.vwhich affectitheidifferent-ports, ,
require-thata new -scale ,should, ,; from time.to
time.ibe · adopted .~l " vill , ·: tiot pursue.farther,
a rsubject that . may perhaps be called ·'·a
digression. .n !,:', . : , . : <d' : ~ ) \. :.) . ,

.; , T he enlybujldjngs.i~n>Cadiz ' worth 'visiting,
arethe two cáthedrals·.; ~\ íhe/ola and~ilie ·new.

~he:;old' -is not r·emarKab.le ' for~ .any thing i 'ex~ ' . ·

eeptiDg' sorne .t reasures 'and. relics ;"¡ thetnew .
,.is chiefly interesting; j ' because 'if .is ¡'g rad'ually

, ' . t . - '. • . " , . ", '

falling : lin~Qruln. , J It wasbegunrnore ·than~a

. hundred . years ago, and :the 1fund, ;¡derived

fromia dlitY'·Upt)li1imports -fram ¡Arherica, ,:was
entrusted. to -a board ofcommissionérs, ..' The

. "

commissioners .quarrelled .s-cthe :fund :did Tíot '
find its .way into .the proper channelvand-the .

. cathedral was left unfiniahedj-c--and unfinished .
it wiUcertainly for 'ever remain, ' Thestyle

. ¡ : " " 1 ." K' " 2"": . ' J '
M-. ' :' J
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Ófthe building was meant tobe.in thernost
gorgeousrtasté . of '.. Composite ' architecture ~ :.

ornamentiis heapéd .ilpoú · 'o~nament ; and
both in material .and 'in workmanship, .its

. . . .

richness .canuot .beexceededjvbutjt is fast

falling into decay ~ : 111 ,many parts it is 'un­
¿o'vered; the excellence' of workmanship has

yielded .to the influencé of the weather, -' and ,

,,t he márbles have .lost their .beauty and fresh-

ness, :' 'I'he principal area .of the interior ,is
__-_u_,se'd as, a rope-walk, .w~i le other part~ : have ~

been converted into depositories of mahogany.
Underneath the 'buildi~garevast.vaulte, 'by
somesaid t ó ha:ve oeeri intenaed a~{a 'pau-'
theon ; . by . others, . believeCl to. have -been ,

" , , . , ~

excavated~ ' with ,a .view to religious persecu-...

t~o~ .and .p~nishment; " :From.an inspection of
these vaults, the former surmise appeared to

", 'me the :~ore pr~bable.·,:~ , :' ,'. .. . " ; _' , j ":,. ~ ,, : : . ' .

.The recent erection ofCadiz .into ~ free .port,
hasnot broughtwith it 'all the advantages " ,
that were anticipated; but it has, nevertha-.

Iess, ':had an important infl~ence " upon its
prosperity. . Irnmediately uponCadiz being

created a, ' free . port, .immense 'sllipments · of
,.: '¡ '

t manufactured goods .were made from 'E ng- ,

. l ' '. ,
'. , \.. "
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land ;....and. several branches oí Manchester

. houses were.established there... So improvi- '
dent had beenthe export from England, that

last autumn, calicosand muslins 'were b~ught .

. in .Cadiz 2'0 per cent..cheaper thanin England,
But the chief increase in the .comrnerce ..of

.. Cadiz, arises from the facilities"now afford~d

.for illicit tradewith the rest of Spain. . .Thís

is principally seen in 't he import of · fobacco ~

which .comes free from the 'Havan'11ah;, and. .

which is not intended so much for the 'con-
~_. sumption of . the .city, as for .supplying .the . '

contfaband trade with the ports .and coast of

Spain.· :T here . are said te···be ,'s i~ tlieusand
persona in.Caíliz employed in l wistióg'cigars~. .

But it isnot .in tobacco only that Cadiz has
drawn to itself theIllicittrade ·of the Medi..

.. terranean." 'I'here 'is also an exte·nsive···con~

trabando trade in Engiish manufactured goods,

. .which can be bought throughout .S pain . :'at

only thirty per cent. aboye the price at which
theycost in Cadiz. ' Gibraltar formerly mo­
nopolized thecontraband trade of the Spanish
coast ; .and the .effects resulting from Qádiz . .

'having been .rnade 'a-free -port.vhave 'pro'ved

'most ruinous lo .the ~ interests .of .Gibraltar;

'; , .

... ..

.. " , . ~

," ~.. .



t .

~. .

SPAIN ·.IN 1830..1'34 ·

the merchants of the latter place,have endea­
voured toosupport themselves 'by establishing
branch .houses :in Cadiz, and of these. there
are 'no' fewer .than -twenty-five. . The change

' . .. . "-

in',th.eco.mmexcial prosperity of .Cadiz .:has. . .

'materially affected its .population.-c-in:1827,
the inhabitants . scarcely reached fifty-two

thousand;. .in.. .1830,·., they : e~ce~ded sixty~·

seventhousand. ,, ' ~ ,' : .

,.:'·rh~ wholecommercial system of Spain "is
most erroneously conceived. ,The prohibitory

s~stem; is ~arried to.a length absolutelyruin­
-----'ous too,tbe fair trader, and .highly ínjurious to

the revenue. .. :T he . immense duties upon

admissible articles, ancl tbe total prohibition
ef others, has occasioned a .most extensive
contraband trade, both externallyj--with the

various ports.iand along the coast ·9f ~pain,
and inte.~na]ly,-.. throughout the whole.ofthe .

..kingdo~.; '.al)d . · by",·this ... : ~rade, ~dmi~siple

articles are introduced into , the interior; at
. . ~ . . . .

from one to three hundred ·pe.r cent. .below
. .

the duties imposed. : Government could not
fail to be benefited by permittingthe impor- .
tation ofarticles of general use, upon payment

oí-such 'a duty as would allowthe sale of the
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article at a Iower price than is now .paidby .
the.'consumer to:the smuggler. .. As. one -ex;'
ample of tlie impolicy of the systern, -l .may .

· cite' a fact respecting -the tradein salted fish,
the returns of which.I .have .before lile.' ~. .The

. .... . .1. T ..

import of thisarticle.intoCadiz in :one year,
befare . that . city was made.. />a~ free.: port,
amóunted to. four. vesselsvi.whose.vcargoes
reached '4092 cwt.j rw hile at th'e freeport ''Of
Gibraltar, in .the same year,"forty-one -vessels
eritered, with .89,106 " <;:wt ~ · theuihole ~ 01:: ·'whic4
ibas intended for the ';illicit .· trade.: and ;.passed

--------- into Spain through the ·hands of .t he ' sniug~

glers. ;...tThe'· d~tY·npon ,tllis·.article · is .cmore
. - '. ~

.than •.one .;hundreá·:peli cen~.; th:e smu'ggler

eonsiders himself remunerated by a gaiuof
.' .

. . twenty-five per.cent.jsothat the article which .
· fiuds 1 'its way~ :;:¡nto-' .thermarket thro~gh·.thy· .

contraband: trade.vis.: sold :severity-five. per

:cent.. cheaper than that which is admitted
llpon payment of theregulardutiés. ,._~r~~ •

, ;'¡.,'T he-' -duties upon rBritish -manufactured

.goods.iamount almost to a prohibitionj they
·.often reach one hundred·per c~nt~· ; •.,and this
,trade is therefore :nlso . .in.:the "hands of .the
· ~niuggler~ : ·· who. obtains . the ..profit 2which,

r,

,l •.
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under a .more wholesome system, might go

." ¡nto the treasury of the kingdom. ..".T he frau- .

dulent .dealer ~ is ..also gr éátly assisted by ·tbe

custom of granting a royalIicenseto indivi­

duals to import a'certainIimited quantityof '
prohibitedgoods ;~ . 'an° . expediency resorted .to .

.in orderto meetthe exigences of the state.:
and under the Iicense to enter a .hundred tons

of merchandize.i--. the merchant enters per­
haps a"thousand to~s;-~. deception .easily
practised _in: -a .country .where.,' among, the
}2ublic offícers, a scale óf .briberyis perfectly
ííndérstood and acted .upane

. , ; " ; ; : " ,.

t..: > 1.must not .forget 'to nlellt~on, that the qis.­
tiriction ,of free .po}:t , · .c0nfeli~ed ,uBon ,@adiz,'

·was 'a government expedient tooraise .money; ,
andothat the sum paid by .' the city .for .this

privilege. . is raised by..duties levied upon ·the .·

·.entrance of every 'inlanq' article ofconsump- .
. . tiOll>.: ..: . ". . ¡ ~ - o . - : • • .' • •'

The road "between Cadiz andoGibraltar has :
. . .

· long: been ' notori óus .for. its difficulties . and

· danger : it' is 'altogether amule ' track,..Iying .

partly through the outposts of the Sierrasof
Xeres arid of' Ronda. . aud p ártly along the .

sea-coast, . and .totallY ' ·impassable .,. dur ing .


