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. Assumption," ,', St. Bienventura and Ber
.nardo," ."St. John, the Virgin and Child,"

. ,

." St, Antonio," and ." the Annunciation."
. The paintings in thehospital.de la-Caridad
1 have also rrientioned as the efforts of Mu-
. . ' " '

'rillo's ',ripe'st ~eniu~. ' ,Severa} ?f these, parti-

eularly ." .the ProdigalSon,' ando " the Deli
veranee of .St; ? ,ete,r frOID' Prison," , .are. no ,
longer to ibe found there, but~'.John of '
God," ." Moses striking the Rock," and" the

~ , .

Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes," . have
escaped the .chances oí war, and thedangers
of coveteusness.
" 1J? ~eville there are severa1 H~ivatecollec- '

ñ ons of pictures,-.one oftliese, tlie gallery of
Mr. \W:illiams, 'rich 'in tbe works .. of ,Murillo,
Among these pictures 1 cannot .help naming

, a few of the most remarkable. ' There , ~s that
delightful portrait of Murillo, by .himself,

which 1 have mentioned elsewhere ;,. there is
a Christ on the Cross; painted ~pon what was

..
formerly the lid of a relic box, but nowIet
into 'a frame,»....a gem of .great beauty and
value There is a passage in .the .JJf~. of St.
Augustin, "who, ' 'Yhen-, washing the ,feetiof '

, . " l " ,

sorne pilgrirns, discovers that one of th,enl is
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our Saviour; theexpréssión 'of'iningl~d lave '

and 'fear,' which 'the painter ',lias .thrown- into
the countenance ,of the Saintywhen. vhaving

, made<the :discóvery, .he . raises .hia -éyes tó-
wards ehrrst~-is ,most ,·happily ",,conceived

.alid'·executed.· But the trué gem of thiscol- .
, lection is a ; , ~ Ohristcrownedwith Thorns,"

. ' one <of .' the .' líappiesi 'effofts- of' Murillo's .
ripest genius. :' Besides these there arefour ,

, skétches ~ of~: ce theiProdigal ~:~S'oIÍ "recéiving

his"Inheritañde,~setting "outupoii :' hiajour
, i1ey:,'~devouring his .:living," :and : feeding
, swine;" certain .. passages 'in' ;·the l ife of St,
Thónras,~"á ; Yirgin' ana Cllild, anotner 'Christ,

a':' Madonna~~all oí ":MurilIo ;" ';"and ~ 'several

.good' Plc'turés by ·Velasquez,Morales, ' and .
Espaiioletto. . ", . ~, '. ,'(" :. ~ -, ;., ;.;: '.' ,'

:; :': :T~¿re ' is also ··a:·collection of picturés in 'the
. . ... . .' f'. . ,. ." . ' ". • ' . . ,

house :of .Mr. Bravo.,: 'Among ~ 'a '· 'greatfnany
i udifferentpictures In; 'this .collection, ···l here

. :¡s an excellent 'U Mag~alen," that most:dif- .. .

fícultof ur subjects-->. in which ·the' painter
musí' represent humanpassions. tandyet pas

sions noIonger triumphantc-c-heaven befare,

andvyet earth-still iIi ;sight.: ~ ',There -is ',a
curious picture here, of St. Ailtllony preach-
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ing .to the Fishes. The Saint, itseems, had
preached to .the.people, who would notIisten
to himy .and: toconvince .them:of ,.his divine
appointment. i.he .weñt -to .the-sea-shore .and

addressed tbe fishes, '..who.are..seen with their
headsiabove .water. gasping 'ror breath, and
gapingfor. wisdom. ~ .- í : \.'~' ¡ ~ ':'; l1: , ' ; .~ '. ..;. ,'

,. · As the alcazarof Seville.is.far inferior as a .
Moorish remain, to the .alhambra ofGranada,
1 will not .dwell upon .jts . description ; . the
building .itself'.would indeed ..be-.difIicult .. .to

describe.'¡ There are ..seventy-eight ·rooms,
8;11 ;comniunicating .:wi th 'each;:other,-' most
of -thé, walls óf: carved .wOQd~.'york;:: or oF~com-

position. 14THe·only..~eal~y ,curious· : ana. sple.n~

did ~IiODm, is. the. vambassador's ; halI . \ ·,:·: ·~·The · ·

garden:.is -more ..curious and more-interesting
.than the palace ; ~ ~'and~fr9m itsshade, its foun
tains, ando the delightful fragrance of its trees,

shrubs. iand,flowers. .1 .found it at all times ·a
delightfulznorning retreat. . ',T he .hedges- are
of I small-leafed myrtle ; :geraniums, ando·t hat .
delicious .-plant , .yerba .Louisa; caver the:'YaI1s,.
.and. hang amongfhe..bushes; ; and :.through
. thewhole there, .is .. .a .thickshade .of. orange .

. . ' . . - .

and · lemon-trees,~the various . : tinted fruit,

-~., ...~, ..~.

_~¡~t. ~;"~)"'"""T;
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from the paJe :straw .to .the ,.deepigolden,

beautifully. mingling with thefreshand 'un-
. fadinggreen :everywhere ' a~orilid .are -seen

fountains'throwing ," ou t the clearest 'water';

and by,'very simple machinery.. a 'thousand ·

minute pipes dispersed over the .walksand

. beds, shower a thousand crystal streams upon
the paths,' and wake .new fragrance from

the drooping flowers. .The garden is' sur

roundedby a .high wall, near the top of which
there 'is a. walk under anarcade, supported
by; -innumerable '. pillars; -. From this 'walk ' .

~~-- , there is a rnost enchanting prospect.e-onone , ,, '
side, the '. fine"··fertile Rlaia , ' with its innuin é- .
.rabIe gardensanél orangeries,-', on another;

tIle towers of the cathedral, and the numerous

and more distant spires of the city , the old '

Rornan .aqueduct, "with "i ts ·fOtlf hundred
archea.-c-theriver seen gliding by.the . open~

ingsTeft.rbetween .the . : · orange ·. · 'groves,-~ . the
magniñcent convent of theCarmelites on the

, opposite bank,. :with . its deep surrounding

shades and stately ' pa1m~tre~s ; ' and belo,v; ' I

encircled .by: the .Moorish wall, .the pleasure . .
grounds ,of .Moorish kings, with: all their rich :

. variety oí:beautiful and mellow fruit,-,, ,their' .

.1,

. ..
.~ ', .

-,, .
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mingled fragrance of myrtle, .and geranium,

and orange, and their cool and sparkling
fo·untains.· .

.'; .I .did not leave Seville without visiting the

.snuff manufactory-s-the most .celebrat~d · · in

Spain, The building in ' which the manu

facture is carried on, is more like a fortified
palace, .than 'a .house .destined .:for the pre
paration of tobacco. · I t has f~Ílr : regular
fronts ; two of them six hundred feet Iong~

the other two, four ·.hundred and eighty
fe~t. "" This .manufactory is sadly on .the de-
eline; in other times, .the· complernent of

. men -and woniorrúsed to exceea t ñiee -tliou-~

sand, and upwards of tlí r éé hundred.jiiules
aun liorses were employed; forty years 'ago;
·t hat .number was .reduced to .one thousand
seven .hundred -work men. . and a hundred
mules .. When .I visited it, no more than four

hundred men 'were employed.. and ,eleven"

mules '; _and -in place oí two hundred grind.;. .,
stones, ' which. formetly were "constant ly at
work, four only . weré in. requisition, ; This

.' falling .off is .to be ' attributed partly to . the .

extensive contrabatid 't rade carried on through
the free ports of Gibraltar and Cadiz; and

'TOL. JI. G .
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partly to the bighprice which -government
puts upan . the manufactured .:article. .. . The
stock on hand at present exceedstwo mil
lions .of árobas (fifty...millions of -pounds} ; . . '

.forty years .ago, the stock on hand -amounted

. to five millionsrof .pounds ; -of -the' snuff 'át
present on hand, there are eight thousand
canisters -fifty years old. It.is not .likely,
accordingto the present policyofthegovern
ment, 'that -this stock . will diminish; .the

. price. was only .. lately.rais~d from..'thirty
two to .forty-eight reals, .and the demand has
constantly -diminished, .1.have been speak-
ing:¡of what is called Seville ·snuff ; .';there -. is ,
-another department,' .for tlie .manufacture. :of

I;appee, which .is now 'n:t0re in 'vogQe, . and
does not accumulate inthe same ratioas 'the
other, .Gov érnment .derives 'a .profit upon

. themanufacture and sale.iofseventy'per cent;
before paying.'theexpensesof theestablish
ment. . The .workmeuemployedare paid six,
seven, and eight .reals par..day; .according 'to

. their ability-. '.those .who -twist · cigars, work
by the piéce, '. It happened to be the honro of

..dismissal when .-1 visited..;the .establish~ent, · .
ando1 .n óticedthat each workman. was taken

• : e, ~ . .
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into alittleinclosed place, .and 'underwen't a
rigorous search; ,tliey were even obligedfo
take 'off their shoes, Most 'of :the workmen

looked unhealthy. :1 learned.that duringthe
, heats of .'surnrher, :as many -as tw'elve' are

sometimes carried ~to- ,'the':hospitaí in a' day ; "
and thatthey almost invariably die of disease
in the lungs atan early age~ , , ' '.. . ,
',' :Although t he ',remains 'of the Moorlshking

dom iare "cIriost :conspicuous .in Seville, ,the

empire ,of the Romans 'has ' also (left .rnany
infeFesting ~ traces:behind; ,¡the .most interest

ingof these.iare the ruins of the city'o~'Italica,

whichvin past times~ :.gave , ; t)irth ~to ' ~Fajail,

Adrian" and TheodosÍus.- ~Little , nowremaíns
, exeepti tn~ .. traces-of the amphitheatre ; and thé

general -features 'of "a" Reman amphitheatre
are 'too 'well ~kriowtl- , to re-quite !description. ,

There -is Iittle doubt that :by-: diggin'g, '.many

interesting:remains ,óf-this city might be :dis- '

covered; stones, .shewing Latin mscripti óns,
areoccasionally laid ·hare ;' and it-isevident .:
that ,many :'t race's· of ',a city so largevas 'to

havebeena bisbop'ssee evénIn .latertimés,
must ., be 'concealed.. "' " It cannot .have alI
crumbled away.. ,
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. If a stranger wishe~ to .select ,a,Spanish
city .as a residence. .Seville would certainly
pe entitled to his preference, : .The climate,

, . ~hough .not altogether faultless, ' i~ perhaps as
.near perfection as .. can .be obtained. . .I t is
said, that there is .not a day throughout the
year that the sun does not shine upon Seville,
Winter is scarcely felt ; and if the heats of
summer are oppressive, _the streets,' the
h9VSltS, ' and the economy ..of lifev.are -all
adapted tú the climate j and the .demands of

--..---
lreat become, in fact, sources of luxury.. .The .
country ar~tind Seville is all that one could
desirejand it~ delicious .Yines, ana ifpossible,
~till .more.d.elicioQs fruits" ougljf not to be
omitted , i~ enumerating the . advantages of

, Seville, As foranother class of agremens«»:
, excellent music is always within 'one's reach "

" ,'. atSeville ;,for.music is universally,' and SUCoí!~,

, cessfully cultivated; and sorne periodof the
year, there is generallyagood Italianopera,
Spanish society, 'too, is .not unattainable in '

Seville; , and , there are .several. agreeable
English and French families who exercise the

,llospitalities .of their country. ' Let me ' not

omit to name, among these, the houseof Mr..

. ~
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the most excellent in Spain. 1 did not find
it so; . it is not leavened; it is too clase in
the grain,·· and tastes more likevery white
biscuit, than bread. " .'

.. ,An .arroba of small sherry coste fifty reals ;
the arroba .runs to about twenty'-one bottles ;

sorthat the wine is .nearly 6d~pér bottle ;
.but this is far. superior ' to .the wine which is
drank by.the inhabitants generally~' ;-' ;' ~

Game of'most descriptions ísplentifuland
~ reasonable. A pair of partridges costs Is.6d.;

a hare, aboutls. 4d. .' ~ ..-.

.'I'ñe wages of a felJ?~I¿ · servant aré .about
5/.; a good c'OOK lias tliree ti~es as mu'cñ. '....
. ' Clóthing in Seville is reasonable. '.English
caiicos. .and English printed anuslins, '.may

be bought as cheap as in England. .
Labour, in Sevillevis generally .paid by the .

. piece j but sorne kindof artisans arehired.by .
the day. . A stone-mason receives 3s-~ . 6d.; a
bricklayer, 29. ,6d: ; and oa white-washer, no

less than a' dollar.. . This is one of the most

profitable trades in Seville; for almost 'every

respectable house is white-washed: three
. times in' the year; ;The consutnptionof meat

in 'Seville in the year 1819, was 'one .million,
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nine hundred and ninety-one thousand, three

hundred and sixty lbs, A hundredyears

befare, the consumption was nearly two mil

lions of lbs. less. . Beville has alsoincreased

in' population: Forty years ago, it contained
eighty thousand, two .hundred and sixty per~

sons. ,By .the latest census, ' the .population

somewhat exceeded ninety thousand", exclu-
, sive of the religious órdersvwhosenumbers

, ,

amount tri four thousand and forty,-,' : 'two

thousand eight hundred friars, and twelve

hundred and ·forty nuns.c.-but this includes

the convents beyond tbe walls. . .~ .
. .'A .. steam-boat l ~áve~ :.. ~~eville ev~ry seconél

. day, for Sí. huear and 'Gai:1iz, "alt~rnately~

·I t is a: great convenjence to the inhabitants
of Seville, to bec"a~~ied direct to Cadiz; 'be-
cause, thejourney over l ánd from St. Lucar,

is both tedious and dangerous; but as Lwas

desirous of seeing the country, 1 preferred

the steam-boat to St. Lucar. " Betweenthe
city gate and the river side. 1 was obliged to , .'
pay tbree sets oí custom-house officers, thatI ,.
.might escape the delay and .inconvenience oí
'having my .baggage searched ; and when 1,

remonstrated the third time against tbe ex-
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tortion, the officer candidly told me; it was all

theyhad to depend upon. The boat start éd

. .at nine; and so precise'are its arrangements,
that although it had ;110t parted six yards

from the shore, tbe master refusedtotake in

.four passengers whó were running down the

bank, Half a league fromSeville, ~e passed
an extensive line of Moorish walls and fortifi-

. .

cations, crowning a height about a milefrom

theiriver ; . these now serve'..as the garden
wall of ..the Fránciscan .convent ; which is
erected behind. The weather was, as usual,

delightful, and theviews from deck, were

in . the highest. degree pleasing. 1Jhe ~igb:t

bank of the river is CGVel~eÜ witb olive grounds,

;whieh slope upward to the adjoining eleva-

tions, coveredwith gardens and convents aud

v~llages. · The left bank presents a constant
.succession of extensive orang~ groves; ~ .and
00 both sides, .there is a carpet of the finest
verd~~e.' . St. John'sHill; about two leagues

. from Seville, ' is another fine object; this is

. the highest ground near Seville, ' and is a
famous · : l·esort ó~ parties 'of pleasure: . the
handsome and extensive convent of Hiero-'

. nomites.. and . many ' little . chapels and her-
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mitages.-c-among ..others, the .chapel of the

Virgin, who insisted upon .dwelling here,
crown .the elevation; and a . subject village
'straggles down the hill, and nestles at' its .

f09t.: :. "I'he passengers were numerous j and

among tbem, was a fair sprinkling of friars of

the .F ranciscan and Capuchin orders, These
. persons neverforget that they have .the: repu..

tation of poverty to 'sup p.ort ; :and acontribu

, tion is accordingly always attempted, 'to pay
their fares; and it generally.succeeds, : Bef<?re
reaching St. Lucar, the master of the boat

asked me if1 wished to pay any thing for

the friars; .out .my interFGgataJ:~ . in retum,
whether .he cnal'geCl , tiliem , [ess. than ether.
passengers, .. prevented ,'3: .repetition 'of ."the

question. One passengerv vhowever, .vsub -'
scribed Iiberally ; this was a 'young officer,

who, from the employmentof king's page,
had been promoted to "a commission in the

: . , ' .

arlny, and was ónhisway tú join ..hisregi- ,
ment at Cadiz; 'W hether ' Ferdinand .had

presented his page .with á 'purse at parting ,
may be doubted; -,but the young offícer pro-~ ,

duced .a 'purse marvellously well loaded, and
presented. a 'small gold piece oí the value of
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two dollars, to thecaptain of the vessel,

towards the expenses of the friars. Some-'

tbing, ·1 think; may be gatheredfrom ·this, as
to the education of those who are.brought u'p

at court• . The behaviour of this king's page
' afforded 'me much entertainment : he occu
pied four chairs.; sitting upon one, his legs
upon another, and the tWQ. others occupied
by his arms. He' hadotwo 'soldiers to wait
upon him, and their services were .in constant
requisition: onepresented him .with a cigar,
anotherfetched a light; one he employed in
polishing the hilt ofhis sword, thé other held

hiswatch ope~, while h,e Ieoked into it..
Sometimes lle' sent .f(!)~ . ~ his Clressitlg-box,

which -was opened ;and held .for him, wh~le

he examined its contents ; and then he sent
for a' caseof pistols, or a"small portmanteau ;': ..
and, in fact, made himself be. serve.d as, he
had served the king; his master. .[

~ .. Below S·t.· John's Hill, ·th'e banks of the

Guadalquivir become 'flat , and are .covered

with immense herds of horses. The country
is here entirely pasture land, but the grass is

coarse, and the soil apparently wet and poor.
Scarcely anyhouses are to be seen, except-
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ing where an orange grave, breaking . the
mon~tony of the view, fringes the river; and

the house of the proprietor is generally em
bowered irrhis 'orangery.· . At every orange

grave, there is a wheel andbuckets to raise
water. frain the river, an4 ·carry it to the
trees. The horses and cattle had generally

. selected tbese shadyspots, to shelter them
selves from thesun ; and standing, ' or Iying
in the river, they gave a character .of píe

turesqueness to the lalldscape, . which . it
would not otberwise have possessed, ,.. About

six .leagues below Seville, the banks again

rise; and villages; ano churches, andzconvents
are scattered upon ;tIle heights whicli rise
aboutra mile from the river r but soon after
this,:ev~ry· elevation disappearsrand .the Gua
dalquivir flowsvthrough a "boundless. .level,

covered with scanty herbage, scattered with
, numerous herds . of horses and cattle, and

dotted here and there with long mud houses,
meant as a shelter to the animals.. from the
noonday heats.. :·1 observed here for tbe fírst

. .

time, in my Iife, .that .delusion of which l .
had often heard-i-leading tbe traveller oí the

. desertoto expectalake, where tbere is only
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burning sand. .Thewhole interior of the plain

appeared likean imrnense sea; 1distinctly saw

the shadows of trees and houses seemingly in
the water; "but this was entirely a 'delusion ;
-the .interior ' of the plain "18 .sand, partially
eovered with very coarse .grass, . This plain

. stretches more than two leagues upon either
sideof the river, and it was with no .small

satisfaction, tliat 1 saw before me, though.
still far distant, the spires .and .buildings of '

St. Lucar.Qwing to the state oí the tide,
however, we could .not proceed so.far as St.
Lucar; but stopped at Bonanza, which.is 'a
league short o( it. . It was -,now neaFI~ eight

o'clock, and quite. "(1Jar1t., e~cepting tne star- .

ligh t" and it became a question whether, and
. how to 'proeeed. It had been announced

that next morning at seven o'clock, an escort

would leave St. ~ Lucar . · for Port ·St . Mary;
for, in this neigbbourhood;. an . escort is con
sidered necessary ; 'aud my object, ·t;herefore,

was to reach St. Lucar: but 1 had heard
such bad reports of this part of the .road,

and the roen who offered to conduct me to 

St. Lucar had so much the appearan.ce of

rogues, that 1 hesitated to put myself under
...
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their guidance, ' especially as"the other pas

sengers 'seemed to ' consider - it .the safer
plan to remain at Bonanza. Two merchants

of Cadiz, however, who wished to transact
business at St. Lucar tbat night, ' proposed

to me to join 't hem; after they had applied

in,'vain to. most of the other passerigers,--,
' the king's page 'among thé rest,-who; with
bis ' two soldiers, 'declined 'running 'any risk.

, '

1 agreed to accompany them, and wehired
two caleches and set . out,-mine in front,

- that,' as ' the merchants said, they might bé

able to keep an eyeupon meand .my driver..

There isho road from Bo'nanza to St. uucar ;
there is only a track among ,vildsand-hills,
atGng tbe side of the riverv--,.here at least a:
mile broad,-'and there is not a single habita-
tion the whole ;·way. ' The .driver walked at
the head of the "horse, leading it. sometimes

through deep sand, -' oftener 'knee-deep in ,
water ;and the wild desolate country, seeri
beneath ,the star-lightr-s-the uncertain -and _
dangerous road.i--ánd the low rush ofthe wide
river, altogether contributed to give á cha-.'

racter .of great impressiveness 'to-the scene.:
Corning súddenly upon a deep creek, Lwas
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startled 'by the brightglare of.torches illumi
nating .the barren .shore, .andfalling upon -a

oircle "oí ,strange-looking .men,. someseated,
sorne -standing ~ upon ,the .sand, .close ,to .the

water; ",'theY 1were .hauling .aboat 'upon .the
beach, ..andthe g úidetold me 'theywerecon
trabandisters, ,- - a '·very ··suspicious crew to
meet at 'such 'an hour.and in -sucha rplace,

" 'Buenas Noches Señores," passed between
11S,~" ..Vayan ustedesconDios.f-c-' Go with

God," and we passed on; and .soon after .we
~---

déscried .the .lights ,of St . Lucarvwhere .we
-~---

arrived about .half-past .nine, A good supper,'
~rum '.and .:;not~water, :'and ~ a 'freslí ;lemon,

weresoonpláced upon tlle tanle, .anél sound .

sleep .~,úcceeded· . ', '

" .Next niorriing at seven, ¡I was seatedin..my
caleche, .anxious toreach .Oadiz..· It was a

- curious.scene thatpresenteditself-e-upwards
of twentyrcaleches .were ! assembled, sorné
from St. '.Lucar, .sorne from Xeres. .butithe
greater ..number, with ithe steam-boat :pas-
·sengers'·who had 'arrived .thesamemorning;

from Bonanza.-c-and áll united ifor .common

security; and tootake advantage of the escort. .

W e setoff soon after seven, the caleches ·fol~ ,
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lowíng 'each other "in 'a line, ,and five men
armed with guns and jsabres 'on horseback,
galloping to ,'and fro; but generally two in
front, two in therear, and one reconnoitring;
and in .this order we' wound among the ,:wild

,ltills thatIie between St.Lucar 'and Port "St.
MarY. .At .a small venta half way, all 'the

-travellers were obliged 'to~"stop, that 'the cale
ches "riiight notbe toofar separated from each
otherjaud again resuming close 'arder, we
continued 'our journey, It appears extraor

a inary -that 'an ,armed "escórt 'should b'e con

sidered .necessary 'on ' a 'shó'rt journey Iike
this,~e~ery (lay · fa~elt ,ay ,tFavellers , frem

Seville .and Cadiz ; anll yet it seems impra..
babia -fl1at the 'Steam-boat Company should
put itsélfto -the expense ofmaintainingand
paying 'five ,mounted and armed meo, unless
they considered 'an escort-absolutely .neces-

, , . ' " " ¡ "

sary, The country 'between St. Lucar and
'P ort. St. ,:Miry is wild, .andfor the most part
uncultivated ; ' sorne· parí: of -it "is, ' however~

under tillage ;,' and in one field ;1 noticed n ó
fewer than twenty-fourploughs at w órkveach
with a pairofoxen, The uncultivatedland is
covered with furze and aromatic plants; "and'

~.:..'.' ..'.:.:."
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the aloe and prickly pear g~QW spontaneously ..
in great luxurianceand abundance, We arrived
at PortSt. Mary about .mid-day, and imme
diately encountered the scene ofconíusion

invariably found wherever ·there .is a much

.frequented ferry -. Scores of caleche-men, who

wished ~s ' to go ., round by land to Cadiz,

vociferated their offers .i1;1 our ears, swearing

by all the .saints, that it ·was impossible to
cross the bar; boatmen, in as. great numbers,
swore; by their own peculiar, saiuts.ithat

-----there was no necessity ,to go by .land, .und
that they. could ~arry..us safely over the

bar:' and tempted By ,tBe llope o( c!lining 'in:
Cadiz, whicli 1 saw aeross the ha-y" not a
leag1!le ~ca:i stant, I entrusted myselfto the boat

men.· The passage, till we crossed the bar;
was tedious ; but when this. ,difficulty 'vas
overcome,we bounded merrily over tbe waves. .
The city.isextremelyimposing fromthebay;
it appears to stand upon , an island, which

it entirely covers with an irregular line oc.
white buildings ¡•• and ramparts; but upon

, looking morenarrowly, a long, and almost

invisible line is seen to connect it ..with the

, main land. . The wind blew fresh ; and the,
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hay was animated by innumerable boats, .
scudding in every direction, looking, with
their great white sails, like enormous sea
fowl cleaving tbe waves. 'Ve dropped under
the quay·about two o'clock, and 1 immedi-
-;ately made my way to the Posada Inglesa,
. an hotel equalled by none that 1 had seen
.' since leaving England.

. .
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XERES, AND I~S 'VINES.

CHAPTER. XIV.'

Journey to Xeres; the Vineyards, and tbeir Produce; Amount of
Export, and Official Tables for Ten Years; average Export
and Price; Increase in the Trade ; the Xeres Grape; Details
respecting the Manufacture of She1"!X ; . PaIe Sllerry aua
Brown Sherry; a curious Sherry:; ~montillado ; A:dulterated
Shel!r-ies, Inferior Sherries, and Low-priced Sherries; the
* eres Cellars ; Varieties in Taste of Sherries j Knowledge of
the Merchants; Management ofthe Vineyards; "'Vine Houses
in Xeres and in Port Sto Mary; Price of Sherry in Cadiz;
Port St, Mary ; the Theatre, -and Liberal Opinions; I Strength
of tbe Liberal Party in thís N eighbourhood; Return to Cadiz
by.Land; Isla; the Tongue of Cadiz,

1 of course proposed visiting Xeres, the
.famous n'ursery of sherries, before finally

leaving Cadiz for the eastern provinees ; but
learning accidentaIly, the day 1 arrived in

Cadiz, that two of the gentlemen to whom 1

carried letters, were about to leave horne in a
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few days, 1 resolved tú lose notime in visiting

Xeres.. and to defer, until my return, any
inquiries respecting Cadiz and its neighbour

hood, Accordingly, the morning after rny
arrival, 1 walked down to the quay, to take
my place in sorne 'boat for Puerto de Santa'
Maria. .1t blew so hard, that no' boat hado
crossed tbe bay that morning; and the boat
that agreed to carry me across for about five
times' the usual fare,. hado no sooner cleared

theharbour, that we saw t~e ' signal hoisted,

aeclaring the port shut, owing to the danger- .
ous: state of the weather. We had a very

rough and a veFY quiclt . run, reacliing Port
8t. :Mary in little more' than" half a ñ IIoUr.
F li(!)m ,Rot=t ' St . Mary to -Xeres, 'it ·· is about
three leagues; .and.. } immediatelyhired a ea
leche -to carry' me thither: 'the "driver wished
me to take an escort ; \ but 1 had brought a
light -purse, 'from ~ Cadíz, and was resolved .to

risk .it, , rather than part.with a , couple of
.dollars.: .:There is .nothing interésting in' the'

road between Port' St. Mal·y and Xeres. . The '
countryis much ,the ' sameas tbat which lies
between St, Lucar and Port St~'Mary,¡-wild,

H 2·

· .1
:. ~
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• 1

badly cultivated, and thinly peopled. · ·N 0-.

" thing occurred on the road worthy of record
ing ; and 1 reached Xeres about mid-day, . 1
was provided with letters to the three prin
cipal houses.-c-those of Gordon, Penmartin,. '

and Domecq,-and immediately hastened to
present myself. . In place of detailing the visits
which 1 made tú the different cellars, :and the
information 1 received in different quarters, in

which there would necessarily be much repe-
tition, 1 shall throw together, as connectedly_-_o
as 1 can, the 'resulta of my inquiries .and ob-
servations respecting the growth, preparation,
and commerce of sIletries.
.,The vineyards of Xeres lie scattered ; . but

. supp0sing them to be all concentrated, they

might occupy about six miles square. ·They
are '

o

mostlyiplanted upon slop~s; · andothe
nearest vineyard to.the .city, .isdistant.from .it .
about. half a league. ' . It is impossible to ap-'.
proach to any thing like precision, in estímat- .Ó: '

ing the produce of these vineyards ; all that
can be .known of this, must be 'gathered from

the amount of export ; but even theexport
tables do ~,ot indicate the quantity produced
in tlle vineyards of Xeres; for, besides the

•



.101'_ • . _ .. r ,4SPAIN IN 1830.

difficulty arising from ignorance as ' to the
yearly accumulation or diminution of stock
in the cellars of the different merchants, the~ '

wine growers import from the country lying.

to the right of the Guadalquivir, a quantity

of wine called Mo~uer,-' a cheap, light wine, " ~
which they mix with the Xeres before it l'
.comes 'into the 'hands of the grower í wines,
sO -lni~ed,- .areicalled .inferior sherries , ' they

are quitewellknown to the Xeresmerchants
as mixed ;wines, .and pass > as lo\v-priced ,

sherries 'into .the English" markets, .swelling

the táble of sherries exported from' Cadiz.
- .

But althougli it is:impossible 'to fix acc'uFately .

the quantitY' 0~ sherry 'proaucea, ' tn~' -export

~abies, ~ of ,course, .afford sorne data, 'aud are
interesting, .as shewing the changes in taste
and fashion, and as throwing light upon the
general state of the trade. ~

-.' .T he following note of':exports 1 obtained .

through ,the· kindness of M~. Brackenbu'ry;

his Majesty's consul at Cadiz.

- -. ~ '.The export of sherry wine and ·of .others
under the -same denomination, .from 'Xeres,

. aud Port St. .Mary;' has been for the years
following, asunder ;
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"In the year 1821, there were exported 1499 butts.

SPAIN IN .1830.

1822 " 11,508i
- , 1823 12,476i

- 1824 15,0591
1825 21,2971
1826 no return.
1827 20,150
1828 26,901

, 1829 17,839."

102 .

...

1 expected to have received the note of'the
first half-year's .export of 1~30; but 1 could
not obtain it..before .leaving Cadiz, '1 ,JUay
state, howeverv that the export of 1830 was
e"~ected to fall obelow fourteen thousand
butts. "

Taking the average (!)f the last eig¡l~t ~ears

from the fo~egoipg taliJe, prestlming the ex-
T pOliti 06 1830 to be fourteen tp.ou~and butts,

the average export will be seventeen thou

sand four .hundred ,Qut t,s . T4e price varies
much, .from 15t. . up to 651. ; . but as the
lower 'priced sherries form the ,.bulk of the
export, the .average must be stated low;

. taking the result of the opinions of the most
eompetent juqge~, the price of the export
overhead, may be stated at 261. per butt.
The value of the sherries exported is there
fore 452,000/. sterling-s-the duty upon the
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export is 504,6001.; so .that if freight and the
profit of the merchant in London be added,
the consumption of sherries exceeds one

millionsterling yearly. It will also be ob-'

served from tbe table, that the exportfor the
years 1827, 1828,. 1829, and 1830, has ex
ceeded thatof 1822, 1823, 1824; and 1825,
by .seventeen thousand five hundred and
fifty .butts.. though the e~portof" the , last
tWD years, has. fallen under that of the two
years immediately preceding them,

--". The grape that produces the wine of Xeres,
.....-....-- is a green grape; it is allowed to become

, .

perfectly ripe, . b,eing plu~keQ just. before- ita yGe e a
begins to ~shFi.Yel : this,in a¡verage. ~e~vs, is
on .the 9t~. of Se~tember,-.a day marked in
CatlioIic countries,by being the day before
the feast of the immaculate Conception; but
in .Iess forward years, the plucking .is de

feri·eduntil the 15th oí September, beyond
which day it is never protracted. .After the

plucking, those growers who are the most
attentive to theirwines, place ,the grapes in
baskets, exposed to thesun for forty-eight.
lloúrs,-". turning and .. sorting them al.~ the'



" ,

104 SPAIN 'IN ,1830.

while, according as "they appear to require

this attention.
"' -It has often .been sai,d that sherry is a com
pound wine ; but this is a 'mistake, " 'I'hebest
pale and light golden sherries are made from

. the pure Xeres grape, with only the addition
of two bottles of brandy to a 'butt, .which 'is

no more than one two..hundred-and-fiftieth

parte This brandy is of an excellent quality ;

it is imported from Catalunia, .and seemed to
me scarcely inferior to the 'best and .purest
cogniac, ' Neither are the deep igolden ' and

. -brown sherries of the best quality, compound
wines, -thoúgh .the~ lna~ ' , be called

L
, mixe'q

wines. TIte diffe~ence is tnus protluced:-If
a ,büet of brown sherry be:wanted, el butt ,of
light sherry is boiled down ~ to "one..fifth part

of its bulk, till it acquire a deep brown colour; ,
' and one half of this quantity is added to .a
- 'butt ~of the best pale sherry, of course remov

ing from itas much as 'makes room for this

additional tenth-part of a butt of boiledwine.
, When it is said that a, butt of light sherryis

boiled clown, it ·'is not to 'be ' understood that

this is wine of" an inferior kind ; it is wine
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'prod uced from the Xeres grape, planted ·upon

.a lighter soil, .near the mouth of the Guad,al

quivir, and producing a somewhat .lighter

wine, 'To make a butt oí, brown sherry, a

butt and a half is therefore required, deduct

ing a .tenth .part ; but the brown sherry is

not more expensive, becausethe grape from

which the boiled wine is made, is more.. abun-
.dant than the other grape, and consequently

.'cheaper. . .This boiled wine is also mixed, in
the 'propor tion ' of one half with 'unboiled

'w ine, ~not to be 'drank, but to be added in 

:smaller or larger quantities .to other sherries,

fcrthe mere pu~pose' of giying them eolour,
should this be 'desired b~ -the Englisb. ·,·mer

chant. . 'I t is evident, therefore. . from these
,ne taiIsJ that althoughbrown sherry cannot be

said to be acompound wine, inasmuch as it
'is.all the .wine of Xeres,-the pale sherries

are nevertheless tbe purest ; and al1 the gra~

dations of colour uponwhich .so.much stress

is laid, have nothing -to do with the quality

.er the wine, but depend .entirely uponithe.

.greater or smaller quantity of boiled 'fine
·llsed for ,:colouring it. . Taste in wines .is one

of the.:most capricious things in tbe world,
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1 tasted, in the -cellar of 'a .merchant ·in Port
St.Mary, a butt of sherry, more than one
half of which was boiled,wine~~notusedfor
drinking, or meant forsale; but keptmerely
as colouring matter, ·and wllich carne off 'as
dark colouredas porter; and 1 found it deli
cious. 1 told the merchant to make an expe

riment of it, as curious sherry, and to sendit

to the English market; but }lesaid no one
would give the price at which he could afford
to sell it: for, ,oto prepare this single butt,
three butts had been required-s-nearly half

------a butt of the unboiled wine, and more . than

two butts and 'a half "ef the- boiled .wine,

reduced to gne-nftn.

l3imontillado, the produce also ofthe Xeres
grape, is made either inteutionally or acci-

dentally : if it be intended to produce aman

tillado," the fruit is plucked a fortnight sooner
. than .for sherry.· '...But.:it .isan extraordinary
fact, that ifa hundredbuttsof wine be taken .
from a Xeres 'vineyard, .and treated in pre-

. cisely the ~ame way, several of thern will, in
all probability, turn out amontillado, without
the grower or the merchant being able .to
assign any reasan for i this. . AmontilladoIs .


