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deaux, indeed, or Marseilles, may be called
capitals of the west and .south of France ;
and Liverpool "is sometimes called the metro- .
polis of the west of England : .but these .are

.only.small editions.of the great capital. The

general appearance of 3011 the cities is tbe

same; and .in dress and manne~s, the inha- .
bitants of the smaller. cities differ in ñothing

from the inhabitants .of ·. the acknowledged
metropolisof the kingdom~ ' But in Spaín,
one city does not represent the whole na~ioIi. · "

In dress, usages, morals, as well as in the
general ..aspect .of externa1 things, all those
próvinceswhich .remained during the longest

. . d

periodsubjecr .tq thedominion of the Moors,
possess . essential and .characteristic distinc­
tions ; ';andoMadrid, although nominally the "
capital.of.all Spain, is, in fact, but the metro­
polis of the two Castiles. . Seville is toe
capital ofthe south, and Valencia of the .east
of Spain. . ,

; ~T~~, .first '.: stroll which a stranger .takes
through the streetsof Seville, shews him a
new orderof things : he .ationce perceives
the results 0( 'a..hot climate, and ,t tie .t~aces " "

of .Moorish dominion and Moorish customs.. . . . ~ :. .
.:



~. -.

SPAIN IN '1830.48

These arefirst remarked in théconstruction.
oí the houses; 'which differ entirely.from any
thing that .he .has ever .seen before.. · · ~· : In'.place
ofthe wide darkentry to a Oastiliánhouse, .
a passage.scrupulously clean,' Ieads .through
the building to .the interior .'square, : or patio,
which is separated from the passage :by .a
handsome, .ortiamented. . 'and often ~ gilded,
cast-iron door ; .~..through which', '.every .one

'VIlO .passes "along: the street, Inay , see into
. the patio.' : The patio isfhe .luxury of 'a .hot

~-- climate ; .it .is open ' to the sky, but thesun

scar éely 'reaches' it ; ·and . there .is always a . '

contrivancé. .' by wlIi~h an. awning :mayr be
drawn ayer it . ..'Flie flóor is ot:o~~rble; or of

Bain,tea-Valencia tiles; .sometimes a fountain
. plays in the centre ; and a 'choice assortment

of' fíowers, .sweet-smelling and beautifuI~. is
disposed -ar~und in .ornamented .vases : " ' her~

the inmatesescape fromthe noon-day heats ; :
and here, in the evening, every familyus­
sembles to converse; see .their friends, play

. .~ , . ' .

the guitar, andsiplemonade. ' .
,~~ 'T here issomething peculiarly attractive in

a walk through Seville,' : The streets, though

.narrow, so scrupulously -clean-s-the . white-
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washed houses, every on~ with its range of

balconies ; those tpeeps into the patios,-:,so
,,:. :'

cool, so luxurious,-,.the goldenoranges hang-
• • ~ R • ,

.ing ayer the garden walls, for every third o~..

fourth house has .its garden andorangefy';
. . ,

and .the glimpses of Moorish customs ~isib~~

even in ,triHes." ·Among these, one of the
most obvíous, is the contempt of chairs; in
many .oí the lower order oí houses, á~d· i~
the artizan's workshop, it isusual to see the

inmates squatted upon mats ~ and even in

.......__ the most respectable houses, and in the best

....- -Sh-.9Rs, .,most person~ are, seated- upo~ low

stools, not much oeie~atea allove tlie gr:(i)1ina~a Ge e a íf ·
.,. The 'gener~~-. aspeef of t lle p~pula1jio~' o~

Se~ille, ~iffer~ greatly from thatof Madrid.
1'0 bégin withthe upper ranks, thereis sorne­
thing more eastern in the .·appearanc~ of the

Iadies; theyare more frequentlyseen veiled;
, ,

their. cheeks :seem 'tinged with a: hlleof

Moorish blood ;' and along with thefire of the

Castilian eye, there is· mingled a shadingof'
oriental softness J' ~'Among the lower 'orders
of .\Vomen, .we remark an extravagant.iand .
tasteless ,'profusionof~:gaudy-' ornaments,

VOL. 11.'.""" ,E
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irnmense earrings, .. and .. enormouabracelets,
and. numerous vrings, ':which. 1 ·:' have ··seen
gracing the fingersofa common beggar : -, all
this isá remnant ofMoorish custom; and the
dress .of the Andalusian peasant, is evén 'more .

grotesque and oornamented than that ·of the
· women: ·:his jacket and waistcoat, are .almost .

always .trimmed withgold or silver, '. and ,a· .

profusion .'of silk . cord and ·buttons covers
every article ofhis dress.: >:>, ·.i·. ·· ' : ~. ;, ·· ·· ~: i .. .; :; ; ~ ,,:" ,: ,; ~

__ .s• One .striking difference ' between Madrid
arid Seville, consists in 't Ile numberof ragged
and , wr~tched..;}ooking people seen invthe
latter .city, :: ~líis.. is the ;al~~st invariaBle

result of a hot cliriiatéwlier é laoour is.a dis-
· agreeable:exertion, and where the temptations
tolabour are few. , ItiseasytoIive inAnda­
lusiar-e-givea small10af .of'breadto one .of
these ..ragged ',sons' of idleness; .he ••makes ':a
hole in it.begs a Iittleoiljwhichisnotworth

· refu~ing; 'pours it .intothe:hole, and dipping
bis slices ofbread in it 'as he :cuts round ~ bis
'loaf, he is ,set -' l1P' for theday ; -and if he .suc-« .
ceeds'·.in getting a' two-quarto :,'piece,. .about

, .
ane·.farthing, he -candeliberatebetween .the

,choice ofagaspaclu~', (tbe luxury ofthousands),

1
J
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•

which only requires a little vinegar, oil, ' arid
onion.e--orvof as many grapes as might furnish

forth the desert of a Russian prince :"he is _
therefore idle, because he has no incitement
to be 'busy ; . and as for his rags and house­
lessness, these aré scarcely felt tó be evils in

. - . .

a countrywherethe sunshines every dayin
, ' ,

theyear~ · : ·: ,' ',' "i .: ' i , . :-- ~ . :, ::, , ' : . ' r

.. The uppér and middle ranks in Seville Iive

more" luxuriously, but not better than the
inhabitants of'Madrid, Things that are justly

esteemed luxuries in Andalusia. .would not
ne"luxúries in Castile: .the luxuries 'oí the

Sevillanos, are maffe Iuxuries By the climate-"= . .
iced water, 'lemonade, oranges,' pómegránates :' ,

ana' priclt:lY 'pears; á cool..patio tó retire ' to, ,3. :

fÓllntain. 'and :'ti bath ;":' summer apa~trilents.

nearest the ·ground; and winter apartments ' ~'

neárest the sun ;:. these :aré allluxuries in ,the

climate ofAndalusia, and are even necessary
. to healthand cornfcrt. "But even -in his · ordi~·

nary diet, theAndalusian has 'th.e advantagé
óver the Oastilian ; . it is true that he, .likethe'
inhabitant of .the morthern provinces; dines
upon the eternal puchero; bút then its ingr~~ .

~. . ~. ' . . . ~ ,. . ,'.~ 'E': '),- ,
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, , dients 'are better in Andalusiá than inCastile; ,

thepigs are fed fr9ID ,theilex nuts, and the
vegetables 'of the' southof Spain are perhaps

, the finest in the,vorld~ , " " ~ :" ' ',' ,' ."', " "
, ' ~ " The state of" society 'in' Seville. : affords

farther evidence of the difference between
Castile .and Andalusia. 'Thetrue,. Spanish
tertulia is far less frequent in ·Seville than in
Madrid ;. and substantial entertainments are ,
more 'general,' . :In morals. .the , distin~tion is

__' still.: greaterj vfor.vin .Seville, intrigue rin

~ marFied life, is not, as .in Castile, concealed
from the husband: ' the , Andalusian 'corttjo

enjoys, 'at the 'same tim~, tlie good -graces oí
~he wife; and the apparentor real good will oí
the llusband. ··: Among all classes in' Seville,

.morality is at the lowest possible ebb. It is
almost a derisionto amarriedwoman, to have '
nó'cortljoj -~nd :a jestugainst auunmarried

--_ womanyto.have no amante;' arid the gallantries
of theIatter, are ,not unfrequently carried' as
far .as the gallantries of" .the former. .' ,-' It is

forbidden tri allwomen tó enter the cathedral
, '

, of Sevilla after sunset; 'but 1 have frequently ,
seen 't his ' order disregarde~," 'under 'circum­

stances too,of the most suspicious kiiid.

'. '
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The worst possible example is set by .t he

churchmen : it is a common saying in Seville,
that the reason why one sees' so few pretty
women in .the .streets. . is, .that they are all

in the houses of the~ clergy j . and those who
havehad the best .opportunity of judging of
the truth of this saying, have assured me, "
that such is the fact; and that it is impossible
to enter the ,houses .of the digni~ed 'clergy; .,'
without finding evidence of it. .' ,.: ' .".' ~', ;,
.' The head of the church iin Seville, the

archbiahop, is equally careless.of the interests
oí r éligion and morality, "He never resides ,in
Seville, but .most gene~alI~ in sorne cenvent ,

. . . ~ .

in the ~ountr)T.,· by: wbicH he saves,lIle ex¡pense
of living at 110me;" and thewhole revenues of
his see; are .sent by him to Portugal, t6 aid
in 'supportingfhe p~rty' and' .interests .'of·Don "~

Miguel. ... Three years ago, the ~ archbishop

failed : finding himself in diffículties, he wrote

to the king, .requesting toknow what was to
, .'. ",

be done; io which his majesty is .said to have

replied,-" do as 1 do,pay n()body)' .At al1
events, thearchbishop actedupon this advice,
by whomsoever given: be promised tu pay bis ..

creditors byinstalments, in ten years, but no
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one has ever yet -recelved a'; dollar. . '. 1 am

myself acquaintedwith a merchant to .whom ,
he owes a considerable sum ;butthe merchant

'. told me; he should expose .himselfto 'perse­
cution of various kinds; ·were · he .tú proceed

.to extremities. Every archbishop and bishop
is almost forced to incur debt úpouhis ap.,.
pointment to asee: the first year's revenue
belongs too · th~ king, and the new' bishop is .

. .

.therefore obliged torborrowrmoney -ofrthe
merchants, that he".may -be áble. .t o support

--.liis dignity the first year.. .The · ~evenue . of'

....-....-...·---t fie a rehbishoJl of Seville is about35,O?Ol.' ,

, ',A very different man from the archbishop,;

,' is ' the Dean of SeviUe : ' líe" isninety-eight ,

'years old ; and his 'ho'use 'being , aire~tJy : op~ .
posite to my -lodgings; 1 haddaily opportuni-

, ties of observing 'therespect and lovewhich
his virtues have secured for him,and the eón';'

stant acts of his ,ben·efic~née·.· : . -: ;Ue : l~teraIly ·

. givesaway all thathe nas ; ~' ~nd were it not

for the kindness oc. those friends who know
his 'character; .he triight often be ' j Il want of
the necessaries of life. ,. On the 31st"of.De-' .

cember, his steward waits upon .himwith his

. accounts for the year made -:up, 'and . jJays " . .

' $-
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,whatever surplus mayremain ; ánd thewhole
of this, he ,immediatelydistributes to those .
who are in want: ithas sometimes happened

that on the .first of January, bis housekeeper
,has .borrowed a dollar from 'a neighbour, to '

. ,

defray household expenses.. ',:The income of

the Dean is about 25001. sterling. ' ¡ , " ,:, : , • ,;• .

. l .could hearnothing. of .the "immoraJity of
the convents within the city. .though there are '
several without the. walls,-:,one 'especially;,
a female convent,-.said to be connected with

the contrabandisters; making theirconvents
depots for smuggled goods, and of course '

, receiving 'a liberal share oí the.{!rofits. ',' Only. '

three among the eight~-on~ ' c(!)llven~s , giv~ .
any, thing to the poor, .and tWQ. ,of these live
upon "dharity. themselves,·-··· the ...Capuc_hiQs
and. Franciscans; . the other that. feeds the ,
poor, 'is the Carthusian conyent. , Formerly,
mnny moreof the convents distributed .. alms; .
and, ,1 understand, that since the limitation
of convent charity, there hasbeen a. sensible '.
diminution in the number.of thosewho seemed

, to.istand in need ,'oí 'it;- ,.a result: ,'th~t,m~y: : '

easily ibe credited. " Those .convents ' which
belong to the orders who Iive on 'charity, '.
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want for noIuxury ' whi~h their rules .permit
, , - them to enjoy,. '1'have 'more than oncefol-

lowed .the >footsteps, of'fhe .F ranciscan with

his sack, in bis' morning peregrination through
" the Seville markets i one gave ahandfuI of
" lettuces ; 'another; :a bunch of carreta; a third,
a couple of melons, 01' a few pomegranatesj a
fourth,' a loaf oí bread; andI remarked, .that
every contribution was carefully picked, that

, theconvent might havethe best. '
,:' ;" rr vice degrade" the manners of the upper

----8rid :,middle .classes "in Seville, crime of ,a

,dárker turpitude disfígures the character and
eoñduct of ,the .Iower, ,Otders.'.·:, S·ca~cely . , a

night passe~ ~ithout tlhe ccommission oí a
, inll'r~e~;' but these 'crimes .are 'not perpe~

trated in 'cold blood,- from . malevolent pa.s­
sions ; stülIess, from ' lave of -gain ; they

. ' generally. spring from the .slightes t .possible

causes. '. The Andalusian is not "so 'abstemious .
as ' thé éastiliatl; and the wine he drinks, is '
stronger :'. he has also 'a greater propensity

, for gambling, the fruitful engenderer of strife ;
"and the cliinate 'has doubtless its influence

upon his passioIls. á WilL you taste with .
" . me!" anAndalusian .will sayto sorne asso~
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~iate with rwhom ,he has ' had tS01l1e . slight
difforencej--coffering him his glass. " No, . .

gracias." the 'other .will reply. · The forrner,

already touchedwith wina. will half .drain
his glass, and present it again, saying, .," Do,
you not wish to drink with me l."_~and if the

. ,

other still refuses the proffered civi~ity, it is
the work of a rnoment to drain the glass to .
the ..dregs-e-to . say, , "How!·..not i taste .with
me 1'~ . and fa thrust tbe knife anAndalusian

. always .carries with him, into the abdomen
of the comráde who refused to drink .with

~--

~im. ..It is .. thus; andIn other ways equally
simple; that qllárrel and murder disfigure the
nightly .annals' of e.veq ( ,town in .Andalusia, .

.. and '.of. the .other .provinces óf tbe sóüth of '

Spain ~ ' ' There is an hospital in .Seville .dedi­
cated to the solepurposeof receiving wounded
persons.; :1 had thecuriosity to visit it, .and

ascertained that . during the past fourteen

days, 'twenty-one persons. had been received

.into the hospital wounded from stabs .:.:they .
. . ~ . ' . ' .

would_llot;inform me howmany of these lIad

. died. ,' ,:. , , ,.,::
.'. Walking late' in the everiing , · thr~ugh . the
streets of Seville, (for 1 generally spent rny .
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evenings at a friend's house, situated half' .a
mile .beyond .. the gate), 1 , was frequently
startled by the ,l sound ,"of .broils,-.sorne '.of
which .most 'probably 'erided in murder; .and
although often stronglytemptedto approach . ,

the scene "óf contention, "prudence always
gained .the. victory over .curiosity. .: Sounds
ando sights of a more agreeable, or more pié- I
turesque kind, sometimes awaited me. . Once ....

or twice, the sourid oí .the .guitar . and an I,~

accompanying voice, rose ', suddenly from the
shaded angle of a garden wall, ,'Another time,
tlíe lover had been more adventurous, for the. . .

se~enade , rose from within the san~tuar~of

the garden- , ,:~he' · niglit-. arte1j~' : : proeeedin'g <" a

little way along a narrow streetyin -which 1 1',"'"

lieard the thrumming of a guitar, a cloaked

caballero"stepped from , ~he' shade of a wall ~

which inclosed anorangery-e--the scene :of the
'serenade-, and crossed thestreet towardsme.
.1 thought -it safest .not ·to' interrupt the:.affair,

whatever itwas; 'a'nd returned to my Iodgings
. by amare circuitous road ; .and once~' J ;in

-passing the gardenof a female convent, ,1 am

strangely .mistaken if 1 did not see two figures ,

disappear from the.; top ,'of thcwall. '. It 'is

I
I

I

j
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certain, that while 1 was at Seville, there was
a strange ~ rumour ' respecting .tbearrest "and
prívate examination of two .F renchmen, said
to haveibeen detected in , sorne . forbidden
exploit. ,' , , . ' ,, '

Next ' to : ,~ , Toledo'~ ,' and Murcia,' among ,the ,

larger cities ofSpain, superstition andbigotry
. have the firmest .footing -in Seville ';' and from

my longer residence in Seville than in Toledo,
1 had more personal 'proofs of tbis, as'well as '
betteropportunities of'receiving authentic in-.' ,

formation upon these matters.: I will throw
sorne faets togetber, as ,they occur to me. . ~ ' "

,1 was surprised, the first visit 1 made to
{he cathedral, ,'te;enser\re ,suspended j,n: ,t.lie

chaEels , of tbedifferent saints, Iegs. . arms,
eyes, ,and 'other par~~ of.the body, jn wax ,'or.,

silver e by .the sideof onealtarLsawa pair
of ' crutches hanging; and r by, the vside of '

another, the entire bodyof achild in wood. "
These are offerings made by devout perso:Qs,
to the saint whose jntercession they believe
to have been the means of restoring themto "
.heaíth, and, intoken ofgratítude.theyoffer
at the altar of the saint, a representationof
that part 'oí the body which ' had~' .been the
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subject of disease.'· VO'VS of various kiridsof

penance, orof offerings.ure .made by devout
. . ' . . -

persons when.afflicted.. Sometimos in;;walk~

ing the ,st reets, you are startled by the appa:

, rition of anun; but this is only some female
who, when dangerously ill, há~' made a vow

,'to wear a 'certaill ' habit during one; ' two; 'or

threeyears. ' : This, it may easily ,bé believed,

is the most genuine proof ,of 'devotion .and

, ,gratitude that a Spanish ,wo~an can':give ;,': for

, it is no light sacrifice to throw aside her laces
and ' 'silks, and shroud her "graceful figure .in

, ,

, the coarse .and inelegant garb -of a sister of '

, St, Francisc , The m~st celebrated beaut~ 0'
• • .- • ••,- • T

Cadiz lately; testified' ,her ,tlevation" in.' this

M':a~,-. . she vowed towear the Augustinhabit
fór two years, and the penance had not con­

, cluded 'when 1 visited Cadiz. ' Nor is it at al¡
uncommon to see.' in tbe streets of Seville, '

. little boya dres~ed in: thé-fuI1 habit' of a Fran- .•
, ciscan ',friar,-' . this also' ,' originates in" super- '

stitious vows : when children are affected with ,
. , .

,'a 'dangerous malady, parents make this :vow
iu their behalf;and the arder of friars :so

honoured, 'is always one of the most austere,

But women sometimes vresort to modes of

,"
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inflicting penance upon themselves, more
agreeable to thero than .concealing their

charros. One day, "vhen .strolling. through
, .

the cathedral, I . saw a ' respectable woman,

not thirty years",of age, making the ,t0t!r ',of
the 'aisles ' upon her knees. 1 watched her
progresa, and saw her complete . the circuit
-of 'the ~athedral. "' , T~is might Jpos"sibly ,haye,

been enjoined by the confessor; 'thoughIt is

more than probable that it was the .result of

a secret vow, because money ~o purchase .

íñasses would have been a more likelyexac­
tion-on bis part.

It ' is impossible to ~urn " the ~ye" in any
direction, '.Vitñout flnding proofs óf tlie super­
~tiition ' 'oi' 'the '¡n~abita~ts oí Seville .; ,every ·,
secondor .third window is decorated with ,a,
palm-branch.which is · looked upon as a

security against disease coming ~o,. that house,
the branches havingvof'-cóurse. .been . duly
consecrated. ." The verynames of'the .streets, '
.~ut above all the names of'.the .inns, .savour
strongly of 'religious,bigoiry. ' " ~: You -read
Posada de la Concepción, Posada de la Na­
tividad, "Posada,"" de ' ' la ~ ,Virgen; Posada .de

todos los Santos~ ' In tbe respéct too that is



62 . SPAIN IN 1830. '

,
paid. to .religious processions; ,there is a ' re..:

.. markable : difference ,:between .·Madrid ': and

Seville. . In Madrid, .people only take off their
hats whenthe host is carried by'; 'in Sevillé,

. , . . .

every, onefalIs 'upon , his knees; and if this
happen to be ,at night..nosooner is .the .little
bellheard, than every .one 'hastens to throw
open ,the window andplace lightsupon the­

balcony, and .to drop upon their knees behind
. ~ . . .

themj-c-so that thecarrying of the host always
, p,roduce~a .partial illumin~tion. " But .more

~--

marked honours than eventhesevare paidto
, the host, in Seville. "
" If a pet:son driving ¡Ud liiscar.ri~ge, 'should'

, , be so unfortunate as ,to meet this procession, ,
Une must leave his carriage, and give itup to '

the .host and , th~ attendant 'priest ;' ,.or. if a

carriage should.drive.pastthe door of a house
,into which thehost.has' alréady entered, the
'carriage:niust 'wait :at the door, .to carry back
too,the .church; .or the convent, the conse­
crated wafer. ". 'Bttt 1 can cite a yet stronger "
exampleof superstition than these., One of

,the oonvents.. the Do~inican 1 think, :lay in

my wayfrom my' lodgings tú .the Alameda',';
and ..1 noticed severa! times , the same .new
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, but next morning she wasagain discovered

to be missing, and was again found on St.
. .John's Hill: a third timeshe. wasimade

prisoner by the Carthusians, and a third time
she . returned to o, her .favourite 'spot .on . St,
JOI10'8 Hill . . The fathers;' no longer able to

. resist the evidence.of thevirgin'swill, erected
a chapel for her on .St. John's Hill, where
she now attracts the footsteps of the .devout.

. It is scarcely credible that an imposition Iike
this should be practised-. inthe middle .of the
nineteenth 'century,- -and yet . the-hoax s~c­

ceeded.s--and thousands in Seville believe,
that the Carthusian friars were ccneemed. in

l · _ .

the affair no fartlier tlián 'in , yielding to the
wisllES of the .virgin, in erecting 'achapel for
her. '.
,. ;1 shall addtw~ . other facts that occurred at

- -

Sevillewithin the last .three'years.~ .·A sacri- .'
legious thief contrived to. enter the Oapuchin
convent '.during the night, or 'more' ·probably.

secreted himself -in it during the day, .and

stole a diamond ring of great valúe; from the

finger of c, the Holy Shepherdess,"' .anoimage

much venerated in that convent, and ,very·
, ricll ly clothed. . The thief. : . howeve~, -was

• •1

j



".

\

65SPAIN' IN l830. '

detected, and the ring found uponhis ·person.

He was examined before ~he civil magistrat~,

and 'in presence ?f the superior of 'tIle con­

vent, and 'of mal1Y persons whom the rumou~

of the thing had collected 'together; and he
gave this history of the affair.: whil é praying

with great earnestness at the feet of thé Holy
, Shepherdess, he .raised .his eyes arid saw her

stretch forth her batid '; .and while..impressed

with iaw e .and devotion, she took the ring

. from her finger and presented it 'to him. .' .It

w~~ld have been most unwise had the supe­

rior . of the convent refused to .credit the
miracle ; 'he affecteu to Believe ~t,-; tola tac e
thief to okeep, ana ever t.o venerate the ring,~

out advised .him :never in future to .uccept
presenta from this, or any other' virgiu . .
' . The .other .'extraordinary fact .1 . have to

. .

relate is this. Among the many processions

of. Holy..week, ,there ' is ·one, of the .Virgin

Mary and S~. John Baptist, ,'which .issues.
from the church of St. :J nao, and makes the .
tour of the -city, passingiby the cathedral,
The ·procession left the church, .andoitbegan
to 'rain ; '. the friars and their charge .took :

. VOL·.ll. . F .
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refuge .in'. the Franciscan convent,-.'and the
rain ·subsiding.: the procession proceeded,
Howeveryjust asitreached ·the:.Plaza oí .the
cathedral,.'·a .tremendous storm -burst: over- .

. head; and otorrents of 'rain';threatening to .de­
scend,..· thé '·~proce'ssion sought -shelter .iin the

cathedral~· Here ·j t remained for. .sorne time;

hut the .rain increased,' and it :began to 'gro,v
dusk. : . .The.Virgin andoJohnBaptist were in
their best clothes.vwhich therainwould have
entirely spoiled; andbesides. . it would have
shewnawant of respect .to .tak é them :.back

to the church without the pomp usually at- .
tendal1t 'u:R0n so im~of.tant al F'rocession~ ' . :·In ·
this dilemma, if was resolved .thét the 'Virgin
ama·ffohn Baptist should 'reniain ,in..the ca­
thedralnll .night; but now'·.a.n unthought-of

difficulty arose. . CouldfheVirgin and John
Baptist.be left .in tlie .cathedral all .night by .

. themselves withany propríety.i .vThecanone

..were .sent for, andfhe diffi éulty was stated,
One ·'said.; " No es decente ,'se quedase St... Juan
coneüa: ' " ~ e It is not decentto leave St. John

and her together.' .'·Anotller, a .more jocular
. canon, quoted the well-known Spanish pro- . ­
verb, 'l El fuego junto á la estopa'llega el diablo,

' . -

I

I
i

i
í
¡
I

I

I

J
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y·8opla."~ , '~Whell~fire~ is put .to.thehemptths
devil comesand.. .blowsit.". .Theresultwns,
that.u .message was actually .dispatchedvto
thecaptaín-general .to. request a .guard-j.iand
acaptain's guard,..with torches. .did.iaccord­
ingly .keep .watch uponvthe.Virgin and'John
till morning.' .These facts Llearned frotri ' the
Iipa.of .a lady ·who ;' had. taken refuge in.the. .
cathedral, andwho .herself heard .the consul- .
tatíon. :"1 .' could ! .perceive .no': symptom... of

any diminution in 'the superstitions.of.Seville,

or in the .influence possessed ...·by:!~the ',friars ;;
.and .the highest "publie .civil-authoritieslend .
al] .the aids oí "their influence.!.ana. '·ex~mRle -to
support.fhe delrisiops .· ··;~ W liilei l'·wa~ .. .at. .Se­

vil~e, i~ was in :~¡ontemplatión~to revivea..pro- .'
cessíon · which\~ ·had :~ ·not: .been ~ . seen for-forty
years j this .was.the..buriah .of Christ ; ~¡ i and

large funds were required for theexhibition. ·
. The : · ~ntendente: . · ofJ .J ·Seyille,~thé ·/ civil: "go~ .
vernor~~took · :·up.the: ~affair~·and·_:sent .his son .

round.among the .inhabitants .to .solicin ·sub- .

scriptionsj 1 need 'scarcely say, that nobody
réfused, So .much :for the superstitions. of . .'

,do-

Seville.·

•
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The first .Stlnday aftermy arrival' in Be­
ville, Lwalked, after dinner, to ·t h,e . Paseo,
always van 'admirable place; in Spain, for

.making observations upon ·the. population. .:
.There .ii "more thal1 óne Paseo in' Sevillej
but 't he -most recently formed is the pleasant­

est and thernost frequented: it is a b~oad
paved walk, lyirig parallel with the river,
elevated ábout t én feet .above the surround-

~ .

ing ·'couniry," and set round with .two rows of
, ' stone benches. ". It.is the work of the present .

.I ntendente; who is also laying out agarden
árouhdthe Paseo. ."1 found the walk crowded

. .
· .

frofn .: e~d . · to ' end ;' and -all t~é benclles. occu~

pied 'by friars,' whiffíng 'their cigars, .and
enjoyingthe cool breeze off th~ river. ' The
universal dress oí the ladies was -black, with
· . .

white silk stockings; and .the .mantilla; and .
. .a few wore veils." . At .Madrid, "when 1 used

t? speak without any enthusiasm '. of .Spanish
.beauty, 1 was told toreserve my opinión till
I ,had 'seenthe ladies ef Seville and Cadiz;
hu~,· on the Paseo of Seville;I saw no good "
Teason:.toaIter · the opinion 1 had .already

· . ' . .,. . .

. formed. . If splendid eyes and graceful forros
are ofthemselves sufficient for female beauty,
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then are the ladies of Seville beautiful, :,The .

step and air of the Andalusian, a~e even more

striking than the grace of ''the Castilian ; ' but

the gait of 'an ,Andalusian:woman, w~· should

scarcely consider decorous .in .England : -this
opinión was well expressed by a French lady
at .Barcellona, to whom I. remarked, that 'the

Spanish women 'walked .tres bien, .' ,'" T1 90p
bien," she replied, -: ~. : " ' " . , . . " . "-,' .

, 1 took eare to be on the Paseo before sun­
set, 'that 1 might witness that impressive

- ceremony, called oracion,--now:,banished, from
Madrid and the northern parts oí 'Spai~, and

,found only in' the 'proyinces 'last occupiea by,
the Moors. ' Nething ,can De more'i mposing ,

than this old usage rat the same instant 'that
every ,church and convent bell in the city~ , '

peals forth the signal for pl'ayer,-.' :motion and

conversation are 'suspended ; .the whole mul­

titude stands still ; every head is uncovered ;
...the laugh and the jest are silent; . and a .

monotonous - hum ' of 'ptayer ' rises ..fromithe '" '

crowd : but this expression of devotion lasts ' ,"

.but a moment-s-the next, it is past ;-' he~ds
~re 'covered;' every one it urns to his neigh- ..
bour, -and ,', says, , ," Buenas noches ,~~ ,' ~ : and the
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multitude moves. on. , ,.During the .heatáof
summer-the .Paseois crowded tillmidnight;
at.that .season, -itis impossible-to stirout itill
afterreight .o'clock ;:"and 'itis.not unusual .to '
rise atfour.inthe monning, and. ride -or .walk
~ "

for-anhouri'or two, andthen returnto b édi..»
, :.~ r ~ A".mor é delightful walk thanthe ,P asé6, :is ·
, .the Delicias,': .: this ís situated about' al f mile

down the river, and' is, in :factza- grove-.::'Of

floweringtrees-and aromatic .plants. :c There
is -here ;a ,complete,.underwood -of -garaniums,

bordering the walks, ~ trailingupon the trees,
,and , spr~ading" ayer ~ every:;. :unoccupied,· spot,
Rows!~ .<:>f acacia ~ linel ;the .. .a~enues; : 'Jtndi ':f~rm~ ,

with.:majestié \veeping~: willows, a 'delicious
.J. lt sn aa e ·; (.t he;' mingled -fragranceof the.acacia

blossoms, .the .geraniums.uand .the -adJacent

orange ~ ., ·and ..'.lemon i graves; ;c~ realizest those
,dreamsoffar distantiand almost fabled lands,.
.thatchave.l.been. ·the ".visions .ofiourcyouthfúl

.: fancy, :'T '.'. " f;, ' ::- P, ¡ :~ ' t .. \ ~_ . -: <j ,b r'(. ~ t ' , l \ : I' : ~: :Ld 1

, . ;tt;AII,::the left. bank of the G,uadalquivir ::is 'a
. . . ' .

.succession oforange.groves.c-,.boautiful.tothe
sight, and .filling.theair withthein .refreshing .
and indescribably.delicious.perfume.o. Whe~
the wind blowsfrom the ea~t,t:l0thingcan 'bé ..
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more charming than an oevening stroll 'down ·

the river side: the broad Guadalquivir gliding
by the ·fertile and richly-wooded banks ..that

Iiaopposite, rising.gradually. to the .hill of
St. John.ianddiversified by .country houses,

"

and convents, ando convent gardens ;. the

deliglitful fragrance wafted from . theorange .
groves on the left,:and .the sightof the .yellow
and golden fruit .clus tering .amongthe broad
.and bright greerrIeaves of its Tovely tree;
and,above all,.·the charm of a balmy air,
and the ... indescribable beauty of Andalusian
ki .'s les. ,·,.': '. ' .,' .' , .;. . .

:: '~ I was intimatety: acqüáintediwith the .p~in.;. .

cipal orange prop~ietQl'I and .mepchant "of ,Se,;. .·· .
v;ille, .and found hisorange groves a .delightful ·

resort in hot weather; for.even independently
of the shade, there.is something cooling in the
smell oforanges and lemons; :..From this gen­
tleman 1 obtained-some information' respect­

ing .the orangetrade ofSeville, which 1 shall
make 'no 'apology for transferring .t o these
pages, ;. . > i .. ",:."." -. ,o.,

, . " '. -', (" : . . . , ~

. v • Theorangeschiefly used in .England, .·~re .
from Portugai~l .Malta;' the Barbary coast.. and
Seville';,- but.by farvthegreatest number are
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from Seville; the .export: from which, equals

that 'of al1 these .other places. ,About .for ty

vessels "are '" yearly fr éighted with ,'.orang~s
from' Seville; · each cargorconsists ~ of'-four . ,,'

.- . .

hundred ',chests, . and each vchestvcontains
, . '

eight hundred oranges, so that the average

n~mber :exported . from Seville. . is twelve '
million, eight . ·hundred thousand voranges ~

of this quantity; .about one tenth part .are ,

bitter. The price ,paid ,bythe London mer-: ,

chant .to the 'Seville exporter.iis one hun­
dred. and' <twenty ireals :a .chest. vwhich is

. fourpence halfpenny per dozen, or one far­
thing .and .a lIalf, ."a ,·:pieee '; . so fnat ,if , the

·freight añd otlíer ,expenses be -ádded. ione -,

can .' scarcely ~xp~ct a goodiorange ..much

under a ' penny. Thecargo of each vessel
is generally consigned to '.about ten iper­
sons; "so that 'the tradeIs asecúre onevand

. tothe grower, .sufficiently profitable•.' e ' The
best oranges are ~ allowéd toremain long on
the .tree; the .tree blossoms in ' .Mal'ch, and
'the choicest. fruit still 'hangs on the tree
when .t he, blossom '?f another crop .begins to

appear. . The Spaniards do .not esteem them .

as thoroughly ripe till then ; but, .in this state,

. )

" . . ' . " "

~ '.- .
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they are oí course unable to bear exportation. :
Tbe chief' -part of the export-takea -placa-in.
November and Decernber, and a small nuin~.

ber is shipped in January: if the fruit shipped ~

so late as this, happens to be detained .long
on the voyage, .the .greater part ·of .it.arrives
in England in a :state unfit for use; hut if the .

. . '

voyage be .short, this is thefínest fruit .that .
comes t ó the English market. . .... .. , .. . .'
. As my lodgings .were in .the immediate

neighbourhood of both the cathedral and the
.--alcazar- ' under the roof indeed of the latter­
-----it mal be supposed that it was not long befare .

1 visited .bothof these stupendQus .and magni-
ficent .structüres. I .'rile cathearaI oí:.Seville

. is inferior in -richesvbut equal in' size :to -that
of.Toledo; and, ·in .,thé:wealth oí pictures.-it
far surpasses every other catbedral in Spain.
One of the most esteerned of these, ·is .. the

great pictureof St. Antbony of.Padua.rwhich
1 have ~ already slightly ..mentioned. . in. the .'.

. chapter dedicated to Mtirillo·.~ ..This picture,
however, although asplendid performance.Js
notin Murillo's happieststyle~ Jn itscolour- ..
ing; it is .farinferior..as' a work ..of .art, .to. the
pictures in the Capuchin conventyand inthe
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Hospital de la Caridad; but in the concep,;.·

tion oí: the.figure-of St..·Anthony; .and in ·t he·

celestial expression: 'of his>countenance, all
the peculiar :graces of Murilloare displayed.
A ·piéture ·that :pleased':me .better than this,
butrwhich .. has."a 6¡ Iess ;honourable .niche, .is
.f~iAnJ 'Angel .leadiug a Child; '~. ' . benign. arid

glorious is : the..countenance .of the. angel; :as .

he seems to point.out to .the .1ittle innocent

the .way to ·heaven ;';'and the.child ··.naturally
draws backc-alarmed ;bYithe.blazeof celestial

__._light thatshines.upon the path..L ~ Thisexqui..

. site composition.dsonly asketch. .und 'being
· placed:inrather a n -.obscure ,"cerneF, ':it is ~ seen

. to 'greater aCivan~age ~; , for, , witH~ ~ a more"fa~

~oll¡;able Jight, .itwouldappear 'defect ive asa

· work of art. ' The .cathedral contains several .
other pictures of merit,.-bothby ·.Murillo -and
by; other-artists.rpartícularly <Morales; ' .aríd .
Louisde Vargas, and Campaña, whosefamous .

, Descent from ,'t he ;Cross :..L'have mentioned in ..
. .

my -rncmoir . of .Milrillo~ .:.. The riches 'of"t he
cathedral .surprisedme less; .after.having-seeri:
.Toledo ;t'b ut .:I believe 'they -are'secondonly ..to
Toledoand the.Escurial.. ~ ': .· As forrelics. ithey .

· professto..have as.valuable a':store of themas

.
. .

. .
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-
th~ir neighbours.: The organ-the principal
organ-.is the mostperfect .in the world.rrit
contains five thousand three hundred pipes; .
and one hundredand.ten .stops.. beingconsi­
derably more' than are possessed by theorgan
of Haarlem; -nothingcanexceedthe majesty
of:.,tbemusic .awakened by-this .organ.;j;,I

rarely missed morning service.iwhile ,1; re­
mained inSeville.; ·and if, :,as~ was sometimes .
the .case, this heavenly IDJJsic filled the aisles

. after .day-light .had deserted them, the .. effect .
was almost too overpowering . for -: human

senses. . ~ : l _. ' :c j

~~ ...--
.:T fie to:wer !lf , tb'e cathedrall, is lene of.the y e ra'~

boasts of Se~ilre :. it iSi of,;Meorisll.:araifitec~..

tUIe-',the workrof a Moor, .and- .Is .three
liun~reaandfifty.feet high.. Thereare .no .

steps; the : summit.tis gained 'by .an .~..easy
ascent,' winding-around an. inclined ,plain .so

gradually, tbat thequeen was driven up in .a

small carriage.'·· The view-from-the top is

superb. " An almost boundless plain stretches
.around Seville, its centre and ,queen; andthe
Guadalquivir traverses.. its. whole. length,
I~. counted .no fewer than. one. hundred iand
twenty .spires and towers,belonging to the
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..city and the' neighbouring -villages ..and con­

vents. The ecclesiastics of the cathedral do
~ . . .

, not enjoya sinecure. Ipass~d tlirough the
body of the church many times every dayv---. '

, for this .savéd mea circuit,-a'nd 1 never re-

collect to have .seen 'it, oncerwithout sanie,
religious ceremony going forward .:'' Thereare'

said to be: upwards of five 'hundred :masses '

performed daily -at the different altars ;and '

the numberof persona directlr employed in;
and supported by,' the 'cathedral, . exceeds

_-__ o six hundred .
..............---

, 'Fhe ,only convent in Seville that attracted

me within i~s ~al]s ~as theGapuchi~ " con~ent,..Jene ,,
famous as lne Héposítoriy¡ af'many¡ 0R ~he most .

. remarkable works of Murillo, 1 have already ,

spoken of SODle .oí: these pictures; but there

is .still something more to be gleaned. ' There

are here twenty-five pictures of' Murillo, any
one of which would suffice .to render aman

, .
. . "

immortal.: Among these, the mcst-remark;
able .are, ,,'the Archbishop .ofValencia giving

alrns to akneeling Beggar ;". " the Virginrths
Child, .and St. Felix," ·,vhich·l havealready .'

spoken óf -as·beautifully illustrating Murillo's

power of'handling thegentleremotions. ,"The'

r.


