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plain of Castile, to the warm shores of Anda
lusia. Accordingly, being provided by the
kindness of my friends in Madrid, with letters
for the baptairis-general of the southern pro
vinces, and for numerous private individuaIs,
all which, together with the letters to his
rnajesty's consuls, and to mercantile houses,
brought with me from England, formed a
budget of no eontemptible size or value, 1

prepared for .my long,án~ fatiguing journey,
But although, in leaving Madrid to traverse

the southern and .south-eastern provinces oí
SRain, ' the traveller naturally anticipates in

. .

this joúrney of n~~' .less tban sixt~ell llulldred...J
. . . . . . ~ ,

miles, many privations, and sorne dangers;
flúmé are also ti thousand delightful and novel
associations to excite his expectation. La
l,\fa"ncha" , and the. .memory of its courteous
knight ; and the thousand reminiscences with ·
whi~h H~e genius ofCervantes has haIÍowed
jt,-~-tlie Sierra Morena, and its wild histories
and lawless bánditti,--' Seville, which, with its

orange groves andoGuadalquivir, its masks and
serenadesvholds In the mind asort of fahled
existencec->Granada, itsAlhambra, and snowy
'Sierras, and the host oí historie 'and romantic
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recollections with which it is peopled,-Mur
cía, and its graves of date .trees, its earth
quakes, and ruined villages, and benighted
inhabitants, , Valencia, ' and its rich plains

ánd eterrlal .summer, its gorgeous city and
majestic ántiquities.

There is only one road from Madrid to Se
villé ; but tbere are various modes of traveIling
it•. Diligences, whieh leave Madrid twice a
week, perform the journey in four days and a
half; resting every evening from about seven,

_-__ o

till a little after midnight, Galeras, on
springs, which. have· no reg}llar day .of depar
túre, but which are ta be found ev:e~ wee~,

perform the jóurney in ten days• . A private
éoacli 'and seven mules may be" .hired, .:by
which eleven or -t,velve..days will be: occu
pied on.the road ; or this journey may, like
every other in Spain, be performed bymules,
and -by this mode oí· conveyance, fourteen
daysmust be allowed. .But none· of these
modes altogether pleased me; · because the
roád between Madrid and Seville is so varied

in .the degree of ·-ínte'rest which it possesses,

thatno .single conveyance could unitethe ad
vantages. of rapidity .and slowness, .essential

112
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4 SPAIN IN 1830.

to the enjoyment of the traveller who wishes
to linger in those parts where peculiar attrac
tions are to be found, and to pass rapidly over .
those uninteresting tractsthat stretch between
one point oí interest and another. 1 resolved,
therefore, to travel from Madrid to Ocaña, by
Aranjuez, in ,a caleche ; to take the . diligence

through La Mancha, to the foot of the Sierra

Morena; to cross the Sierra tú Anduxar on
muleback; and .there to be. guided by cir-

--_'.Cllmstances and information, as to the mode
---- of journeying to Seville.

lleft Ma~r~4 at half-past six in the m~rn- é

ing; and fOF tbe last t ime, Eassed out at the
gate"of Toledo, and across '_the magnificent
bridge which spans the insignificant brook

dignified by the na~e of the river Manzanares.
If the Tagus, which flows but seven leagues
distant, filled the wide channel which is _now
,scarcely moistened by the scanty waters that

ooze through it,-what beauty, what wealth,
would it carry to the metrópolis of Spain !
What a belt of verdure would girt the capital
-' what delicious shades,~whatcharming

freshness! How contrasted in, imagination
with the treeless desert that now lords it on. ..
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every side. . But it is possible to suppose even
greater changes than this; it issaid to -have
been a favourite tapie with Joseph Buonaparte,
to speak not merely of diverting the waters of

the Tagus to Madrid, but of connecting the
capitaIs of Spain and Portugal by a navigable

communication. There is only one step more
needed, to present us with a vision of re
generated 'Spanish po\ver, wealth, and glory
-tbe annexation of Portugal to Spain,-the
Peninsula one empire, and wisely governed. ,

The country between Madrid and Aranjuez

presents little to interest,--it is cursed with
dryness. ' In most parts the cultivation of corn
is attempted, ·but the crens are scanty; and
}lere and there are seen a few eopses of de

- generate .olives. " Vines are also gro\vn -00

sorne of the slopes, but they are' said hardly
to repay the labour of the husbandman. At

Valdemoros, a Moorish town, as the -name
.implies, and formerly celebrated for its stock

ing manufactory, 1 stopped to take a cup of
-chocolate; and about one o'clock 1 crossed
the magnificent bridge overo the -Jarama,
erected by Charles 111., and entered the
valley of'Aranjuez, where 1 arrived after about
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half an hour's drive along the first perfectly
shaded road 1 had seen since leaving Biscay.
1 had only a few hours to spend in Aranjuez,
being desirous of reaching Ocaña that even
ing; and therefore 1 irnmediately presented
myself to the governor, Don Lorenzo Bonaria,

to whom 1 carried an introductory letter from

the Duque de Montemar.
The charm of Aranjuez is entirely of a dif

ferent kind from that which belongs to St ..
lldefonso. .The latter would be beautiful if the

aid of art had never been sought. The neigh
Eouring Sierra, and the natural woods that
clóthe .i ís sid~s,. and hang llRon its defil€s~

. would possess charms-e;ven ir man llad: never
n looked upon the scene to make it his own.

:Aranjuez, on the other hand, would never

have been distinguished by any peculiar attrac
tion, if the kings of Spain had not erected a
palace there; and if the wealth which, in past
ages, so copiously flowed into the coffers oí
these monarchs, had not been emp'loyed to
make the spot worthy of a palace. A site
however was chosen, where it was possible to

~ccomplishmuch by the united aid oí money

and perseverance. The Tagus, during about
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but "here spring is constantly maintained by
artj-s-and an unceasing succession of labour,
assisted by irrigation, and aided by a warm
climate, produces a never-endíng -renewal of
beauty and vegetation. One .charm of Aran

juez, however, the season did not permit me
to taste. ..1 am told, that walkingamong the
woods of Aranjuez in the months of April or

May, one would say that they had robbed the

two Castiles of their singing birds, so fuIl
and charming is even the noon-day chorus
of nightingales.

'After walking ayer the gardens, which are
kept in the most inimitable order, anO. wnere
every fruit anCl ~egetable suited "to furnish
fonth a kingly banquet may be seen, 1 had no
more time left than just permitted me to walk

hastily .over the principal . apartments of the
palace. 1 found it quite equal to. the wants
'even of'a king; and with..this observátion,I
shal1 pass it ayer, having so lately occupied
a chapterwith the Escurial and St. Ildefonso:
descriptions of houses are at no time very

interesting. 1 received the greatest possible
attention from 'Don Lorenzo Bonaria, who

would scarcely excuse me from spending a .

, ,
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day or two at Aranjuez; a pleasure in which
1 would willingly have indulged myself,' but
for the necessity of proceeding south, "and óf

. passing the Sierras 'of Granada, before the
approach of bad weather. '

1 left Aranjuez. about fiveo'clock, having
two leagues only 'to Ocaña.. The moment 1
emerged from the belt of level ground, 1 found
myself again in 'a wild ill-cultivated country,
with as little .water,' and as few trees, as on
the other side of the Tagus. We .continued

te ascend among low wild 'hills, with olives
here and' there 'scattered over them ; and........~-
abouf seven e:cl,o€k, I arrived at nhé Rosada Gene a 'fe
at Ocaña, B etel[ i\yas'Q~ligea l O i\vaitt sapper

uDtiltthe arrival of the diligence from Madrid:
fortunately, a good luncheon at Aranjuez,
especially sorne delicious melon from the

. royal garden, had fortified me against delay;
but had this been otherwise, 1 should never-
theless have been obliged to be contented,
for nothing is more hopeless than an attempt
to hasten the operations of a Spanish kitchen.
A traveller may indeed take tbe care of his
supper upon himself'; .and if he possesses the
faintest idea of the art of cookery, this will

,
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generally be his wisest plan. The diligence
arrived abaut. eight o'clock,and supper was
immediately served. Every where south of

. Madrid, the first two dishes placed upon the .
supper table are soup-so called-and boiled ·
eggs: the soup however is not soup, the whole

of the liquid being generally absorbed by the
. bread: and the eggs are always boiled as if

for a salad; but when bruised, and eatén with
vinegar, and pepper, and ,bread, this part 'of
the supper is not to be rejected; because it is

--more than probable, that · tl~~ . stew, or fowl,
--~--whicb follows, will be found reclining upon a

bed of cil añd garlic, frem mhicli: it is impossi
ble to extricate an' 'untaiated morsei. : , ·A ·few

~lasses <ir good Val de Peñas, and sorne' deli
cious grapes and melons, go far however
towards supplying defíciencies ; and these
luxuries are ~ever wanting. ;..:.. .. '.. ..

Towards the conclusion of,supper, ' aguest
of no small importance took his place at the
table: this was no other than the celebrated

, .

Polinario, during eleven 'years; the dreadof
half Spain, and now followirig the honest call
ing of guard of the Seville diligence. 1 never

saw a finer man, or one whose appearance
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more clearly indicated tbe profession which he
had abandoned. 1 couldnot help fancying,
that his countenance expressed a certain law

lessness of mind, and contempt oí peaceable
persons like myselfwhich an assumed suavity
of manner was unable altogetber to conceal :
this suavity of manner is, however, very re- .
markable; and 1 believe is in perfect accord
ance with his conduct when a robber ; for .
Polinario was never guilty ofany act ofwanton
cruelty or barbarity, but along with the most

fearless courage, he always evinced a certain .

forbearance, not uncommon among Spanish

banditti,-b~t in }1im, having a tleeper. seat a
than 'the mock eivility of a Spanisn .tIIief,
arisin~ rather from a softness at heart, which
afterwards led to a change in hís mode of life.
The hist~ry of this change is cúrious, and 1
pledge myselffor its authenticity. The usual

range of Polinario was the northern part of

the Sierra Morena and the soutbern parts of
La Mancha; and here he remained during
eleven years. A few years ago, understanding
that the archbishop oí Gaen would pass. the
Sierra Morena in his carriage without other .
attendants than his servants, he lay in wait

1
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. for the prelate, .and stopped his carriage: .Tbe
,. archbishop oí course 'delivered his money; and

Polinario having received it, ' asked his bless
ing: upon this, ,thearchbishop began to re
mónstrate .with the 'robber; ' setting .forth the

°11einousness ofhis offences.und thewickedness
of bis life: ' but Polinario interrupted 'the arch

. bishop, by telling him :lt was of no o,use ' re-
' monstrating upon his manner -of life,unless

. . ... ~

, his Grace could obtain 'a .pardon for the past;

because without this, .it -was impossible he
~--- . ° could change his mode ofIiving. ~he arch

, bishop of Gaen , ~ s· a good man ; and .feeling -a
, real desire to assist P olihario i i l ,l1is ,líalf-ex- p

pressed llesire of seeRing 'a '13étter 'way ,of · ~ ife ,.

~le ' ~assed his word .that he would ~ obtain for

him his majesty's pardon ; ,and Polinario carne

, under 'a solemn promise to ,tbe .archbisbop,
that he would .rob no more, ';,In ·,this way the
.matter stood 'for ' eleven ' months ; ~ for it was

eleven months before the archbishop could
, obtain the pardon he had promised ; .and during

, all this time, Polinario was obliged to conceal
himself from the pursuit which :the offer of 'a

considerable reward had long before instígated.

At length, IIO\VeVer, the pardon wesobteíned ,

' , '
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and Polinario was free to lead an honest life.
He admits, however, that he is not contented .

with tbe change; and makes no hesitation in

saying, that tbe promise roade to the arch- __

bishop alone prevents him from returning to

his former 'profession ; hut, he 8ays' tbe .arch
bishop kept his word to bim, and he will keep

,his word to the archbishop, .
1 had resolved to take advantage of the dili

gence from this place, through La Mancha to
the foot of the Sierra Morena; because, not- >

,vitlistanding the interest tbat attaches to La
..........- Mancha, from its connexionwith DonQu"ixotte,

... .....; . ; ' . , '0;.. i1J is n ót a ~ountry;~t~ ~i~ger in .e.T herg . ar.e-a.

fe,v romantic lieautles m La Mancna; it 18

DIcllieHy. a. wine country; and producingyjn
other parts, coro, oil, and saffron: but it has
few charms for tbe traveller who loves the

picturesque and the beautiful; and, altbough

the road touches upon two ar three points

where .Cervantes has laid tbe scene of certain

exploits of the valorous knight, the chief field ..

of these líes more to the left. Besides, the
interest which the history of Don, Quixotte .

~ . .

has thrown ayer La Mancha, is of so yisionary

akind, that the mere consciousness of passing

¡¡...
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through La Mancha, gives to it áll the 'force
and reality of which it is susceptible.

It wanted more than three hours to the time
when the diligence should set out, and all the .

passengers retired tri bed; butI saw ~o ad
vantage in going to abad bed, to be roused

from it, just when one mightbegin tobe insen
sible to its badness; accordingly, I. sat úp

until one o'cloek, when 1 took ID)' seat in the
diligence, Before day-light,we passed through
two poor towns, La Guardia, andTempléque,
and arrived to breakfast at Madridlejos, Break
fast not being teady, 1 strolled thtough the
street and matKet-BlaGe ; aRa this being Sun- .
day morning, all the peasantry were saunter-
iug Iroout, and making purchases; it seem éd
almost a popnlation of beggars; for even the
best "of. the peasantry..with their old 'bro'wil
cloaks, .and' 'little black caps fittii1g~ clase lo
the head, conveyed a wretched idea of holi- .
day respectability in' Oastile; how 'Opposlte
from the "population of thevillage atwhich 1
'stopped one Sunday morning, in Biscay ! ,," The

innkeeper in the posadawhere we breakfasted,

was formerly Alcalde of the tOWIí:; 'and was .
well known to havabeen 'at ·that time ' con~

e
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nect éd with the banditti who infested this
part oí the country. He may still be said to '
be a robber, in one sense : for 1was obliged

to pay twelve reals for ene cup of chocolate

and two eggs.
From Madridlegos to Puerto' Lapicherthere

, is nothing to interest. The nakedness of the
country is in sorne degree relieved by olive
plantations ; but the soil is 'generally . sterile ,
and unproductive. Agriculture, ,,throrighoút

all these districts, ineluding those parts of La

Man~hawhich are not dedicated tó the best
lYines, is in the lowest state: the natural in
dolence of the inhabitants is aided by old pre~

, j lldices and ritiiculous us~ges ' in liusBanary,

,vliiclil tliey are by no means willing to,reli~~
quish ; among .these, ene ofthe most injurious
to the land, is the supposed necessity for
allówing animal manure to rot beforé it .be

applied to the soil; the valuable gases 'By off,

and the vegetable fibre alone remains. . 'I'he
inhabitants of this part 'of Spaiu ought oto Be
particularly careful that their manure be:ap
plied in the most effectual way, ,because :they
póssess so' little of it. .The greater part of'the
liusbandTy 'of La Mancha, and of the southern
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parts of Toledo, is performed by hand labour ;
all the animal labour -required, is performed
by mules; and throughout the whole ·of La
Mancha, horned cattle are scarcely to be seen.
Another cause of the depressed state of these
districts is, tbat in La Manchaand the ~eigh

bouringprovinces, but especially in LaMancha,
there are immense tracts of crown 'lands, the ·
revenues of which 'are appropriated in grants
for military and other service ; these lands are
managed by stewards of the crown, who rob
the people, cheat the treasury, and, in fact,
tum all the revenues to their own aggrandize-

e e
mente

At Puerto Lapicne we are in La Mancha,
. an(l it is at 't his place, or at least inits neigh

bourhood, that the famous adventure 'with the

windmills is placed by Cervantes; for it was
immediately after its unlucky -termination,
that Don. Quixotte and his squire approached
Puerto Lapiehe. It was impossible tú cast .
the eye towards the Ieft, and see sorne wind
milIs standing upon a small elevation, witbout
calling to mind the chivalrous tone andheroic
bearing of the knight of La Mancha. t, Fly
not, ye base and cowardly miscreants! for he is


