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excellence and fruitfulness ·of the 1594,.u donde se solian Jabrar;v~

soíl; ", which, " skilfully irrigated inte y. treinta mil arrobas;' no', se
by: the .waters of the .Tagus, and: labran, hoi; seis,; y donde habia. ~~'7 .

minutely cúltivated, furnished every ¡jores de ganado de grandísima can
variety of fruitand vegetable pro- tidad, han ·disminuido en' la miS1Í1~

duce to tbe neighbouring city." .y mayor propori:ion, acaeciendo lo
While, instead of the sunburnt mismo en todas las otraS' cosas del
plains aróund Madrid, it is de- comercio universalyparticular.Lo
scribed as situated "in the bosom cual hace que no haya'Ciudad de kis
of a fair country, with an ample principales:destos réinos ni lugar
territory, yielding rich harvest~ of nin~uno, de donde no falte notable
corn and wine, and aH the otber veCindad, como se'echa bien de ver
aliments of life." Cosas Memo- en la muchedumbre de casas que
l"ables, fol. 12, 13. - Viaggio, fol. estan ,cerradas y despobladas, y en
7, 8.' la baja que ,han dado los arrenda-

86 Capniany has' 'wellexpos- mientos de las pocas que se arrien
ed sorne ofthese extravagances... dan y habitan.'~ '. ·Apud .Mem. ,de
(Mem. de Barcelona, tomo iii.' parto la Acad.- de Hist., tom; vi. .p.' 304.
3, cap. 2.) The' boldest of them, 87 A 'p~int ,whichmost writers
however, may find a warrant inthe would,probablyagree infixiDKat
declarations of the legislature it- 1700, ~the year of Charl.es II:'s
self. "En los lugares de obiages death, the,last andmost'lmbecI1e
de lanas," asserts'the cortes oí of the·Austrian· dynasty~,~···The

The, inhabitant of modern Spain' orltaly, ~who ,
wanders amid the 'ruins oftheir statelycities, their
grass-gro\vn streets,their palaces and temples Cl'Uffi

bling intodust, their massive :bridges' choking up
the streams they once' proudly traversed, the _very
streams themselves;, which bore navies OD their
bosoms, shrunk into too shallow a channel for the
meanestcraft 'to navigate, - the ,modern' -Spaniard
who surveys these vestiges' of a giant. l'ace, . the
tokens of his nation's' present degeneracy,must
turn for relief to the prouder and, .earlier pel'iod of ,
her' .history, when s:uch gteat works,could.· alone
be achieved; and it is no wonder,. that he should
be led', in his enthusiasm,.to invest it with a roman-
tic and exaggerated coloring.86

. Such a· perio~ in
Spain. can~otl1be looke? for in the la~t,'stil1Iess.inpal t
the sevent~enthJcentuflr, for-t1ie' nation·had .tlien

.reached the lowest ebll of its fortunes ;';8~nor in .the
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close oí tbesixteenth, íor the desponding Ianguage
oí cortes shows that the work,of decay and depop-'
uIation had thenalreadybegun~88' , It can onIy be
found in thefirst ,half of thatcentury; in the reigri
of ,Ferdiri.and and IsabeIla, and,that of their succes-
sor' Charles the Fifth; ,in which ~ last, the state,
underthe strong impulse it had received, was car
riedonward in the c':lreer oí prosperity, in spite oí'
the ignoranceand mismanagement of those \vho
guided ··it~

>, There is no country \vhich has been guilty,of, Economical
policy.

such wild experiments,'Qr hasshowed, on the whole;
such 'profound ignorance oí the true principIes of
economical science, as Speiin ,under: the sceptre oí
the fami!y of. Austria. . And, ,as it· is not· always .
easy to 'oiscriminate betw:een their acts and those

• .. I I ( le.

of.,E,erdinand and Isabella, under. whom t~e germs
of muchof the subsequent legislation may l.le said
to nave Been planted,this circumstance has brought
undeserved '., discredit· on. the government oí the
latter. .' Undeserved, because laws, mischievous in'
iheir 'eventual "opera.tion, were not always so at the
time' for' which.they "'~ere originally devised ;Dot
to add, that what 'Y.asin~rinsicaIlybad,'has bee~.

aggravated ten foldu~der:the'blind IegislaÍion' oí'
their s'uccesso'rs.89 It'is alsotrué, that ma.ny of the

JUl1T

.. , -,' ... ;;:.

population of the kingdom, atthis With every allowance, it inrera an
time, .had dwindled lo 6,000,000; al:mning decline in the prosperity
See Laborde, (Ilinéraire, tomo vi. of the nation. ' .
pp. 125, ,143, ed. 1830,) wbo 5eems . 89, ODe, has ooly to read, for an:
to' bava 'better foundatioo for this evidence of tbis, the lib. 6, tito 18,
census than for most of those in his of tha " Nueva Recopilac,ion," 00 '

tablo. "'." ; ~~, .. .,' ," cosas prohibidas'1; the laws 00

:.¡ 88,8ee theunequivocaHanguage gilding andplating,lib.5, tito 24;
ofeartcs, nnder Philip IT. (sup:ra~) 00 appareland luxury, lib. 7, tit.
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most exceptionable laws san~tionedby their names,
are to be charged on their .predecessors,who had
ingr~fted; their principIes into the system long be
fote ; 90 and many others, areto .be .vindicated by
the general practice of other riations, which ,author- '
ized retaliation on the scoreof self-defellce.91

Nothing is easier than to parade.abstraet theo
rems, - true in the'abstraet, -,-' in politi~al econ~

omy; nothing harder than to reduce themto prac
tice. 'I'hat an individual will understand his own
illte~ests better·than the gov'er'nment. can, or;"vhat
is the same thing, that trade, if let álone, will find its
,vay into the ehanneIs on the whQle most advanta
geous to the community, few wiII deny. But what
is ,true of aII together is not true. of any one singly;
antIllo onenation can safelyact-on thesenrinciples, e a f

• lit 1 I C. rl u
. .."

12; on wooUen ma~ufactu~es, lib'. : ano admitting die imp~rtati~n oí
7, tito 14-17, et 1egesal. Perbaps the raw material. By tbis saga..

nnnl no stronger proof of tbe de~enera- cious provision, both the culture of
n cy of tlle subsequent 1egIslation silk, and the manufacturé were

can be given, thanhy contrasting speedily crushed in Castile. '.
it with tbat of Ferdinand and . 90 See examp1es of these, in ,tbe
habella.in two important laws. reigns of Henry 1II., and Jobn IL
1. Tbe sovereigns, in 1492, re- .(Recop. de las Leyes, tomo ü. fol.
quired foreign,tradersto take tbeir 180; 181.),Such also were the nu
returns in tha products and manu- merous tariffs fixing the prices of
factures of tbe country.. By a law :grain, tbe vexatious claas of sump
of CharlesV., in 1552, theexpor- tuary 1aws, tbose for tha regula
tation of numerous domestic manu~ tion of tbe' vario1].scrafts, and,
factures was prohibited, and tbe aboye all, on the exportation of tha
foreign trader, in excbange ror do- precious metals. " '.
mestic ',Voo1, was required to im- " 9~ rrhe English Statute Book
port into tbe country a certain a10ne will furnish abundant proof
amount of linen and wooUen fah· ofthis, intbe exclusive regulations
rics. 2. By an ordinance, in 1500, of trade and navigation existing al
Ferdinand and habella prohibited tbec10se of the fifteenthcentury.
tbe importation of silk thread from. MI. Sbaron Turner has enumerated
Nap1es;to encourage its production manv, under Henry VII!., of sim
at home. This appears from the ilar Ímportwith, and, indeed, more
tenor of subsequent Jaws to, have partial in their operation tban, those
perfectly succeeded. ,In ,1552, how- of Ferdinand and Isabena. ,Histo
ever, a 1aw was passed,interdicting ry oí England, vol. ir. pp. 170 et
the 'export oí,manufactured silk, seq. -,
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if others d'o 'liot., Tn p~intC of- fact, nO"' nation has CHAPTER,

acted on them' sin'ce- the< formation of the_ present ,XXVI.

political communities! ofEurope. AH that a new
state~ or a 'new' governmeilt in: an' old' one, can ndw
propose-to itself iS,,:Dot to sacrifice its interests to á'
speculati:v'é ábstraetion~ bút to accoinmodate its- in
stitutions too the great polítical system, of which it
is, a;, member. On_ these principIes, and·· oní the
higher obligation~of providiIig the means of natioJi-

~al independence in- its,' most extended. Sense, muclt '
that was ba~ in tué economical poliey of Spain, at'
,the period, under review, :may be vindicated.

1twould_ .be' unfair- t& direct our'view· ,to, the re:" Internallm-
01 ' ' , 'provements.

st1=ictive' measures: ofFerdinand:: and Isabena,. with j ~

out noticing, also' ther libéral,t~nor of their legisHition
in regard to" a' great v:ariety: ofi objects. Sucli, for. a
e:xample;,{ are' tire- laWs· encouraging foreigne~s· to-
setde in the country:; 92, those {Di" facilitating com.. '

UnTR munication,J:,y" infetn~al'improvements,~roads." bridges-,;' '
canals,; on: aseale- oCún'precedented: magnitude-;,9S
for a similar attention to the wants of na\7igation,
by constructing- moles,:quays, lighthouses. along, the,
coast, and": deepening and' extending the harbours,\
"to' .aceornmodate," as' the' acts, seí' forth," tlié'
great increase of trade''''; f~r emQellishing ando add-·
ing in' various ways'to the accommodatiÓns"'of -the\
cities ;094 for relievin'g'the' subJect from, onerou's:tolls;

- 92 Ordenan!iaáReaIes'¡ lib~ 6,tit,' ,'94" E~Doble~ceDselos'"cibdades'
4, ley'6. .,.,',,', é-villas'en tener casas' grandes' é·

93 Archivo·':de- Simancas; in. bien' fechas' en que'fagan sus ayun-'
which mosto of. these ordinances Bp-"' tamientos é concejos,"&c. (Or;"
pearto'be·registered.. Mem.'de,la, denanl(as' Reales,. lib'~", titil;.ley
Acad.de HiSt., tomo vi. nust~ 11. I;) Seiio~eJ.E!mElDcin'has'specified·

VOL. JlI. 59
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;PART 'and oppressive monopolies ;95 for establishing a uni":
JI. , form'curren'cyand 'standard of weigbts and measuies

throughout the kingdom,96 objeets of un,vearied
solicitude through this whole reign ; for'maintaining
,a poliee, which,-fromthe most disorderly and dán~

gerous, raised Spain, in the language of Martyr, to
be the safest countryin Christendom ;97 for' such'

-equal justice, assecure~ to every roan ,the frriits' of
his own industry,'inducing him to embark his;capi~

tal in useful enierprises;, and; ~nally, for enforcing:
fidelityto eontrácts,98, of which the :sovereigns gave-'
such a -.glorious example :in ,theiro,vn'administra::'
tion, as effectually restored·that public éredit, which
is the truebasis oC public prosperity.
; While these·importarit reforms ,vere goi~g on .in-

the, ,in'ter¡ót:.'oft the: momirchy, ,it 'experienced', a: e a f
greater changeinits' external eonditionby the im-:
mense augrnentation'of its "territory. 'Thémost:

nUJ\limportant: oí :its ' foreignac'quisitions ·,vere those
nearest horne, Granada and Navarre ;:at least, 'they

466
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'tbe nature and' greatvúiety' of . D6y; in her H Voyage d'Espagne,"
these improvements,' as: collectedas still e)Cisting,to thegreat preju-,
from the archives of the'different -dice óf:travellcrs, in theseven
cities :of the kingdom. :Mem. de' ,teenth century.' ; Dunlop, Mernoirs

, la Acad.de Hist., tomo vL Ilustra- of Philip IV. and Charles II.;vol~
cion '11.< ' ", ii. chap.'H. • ., :,. : ' ,:'

95 Pragmáticas del Reyno, fol. - 96 Pragmáticas del Reyno, fot
63,91, 93.'- Recop.de lasLp.yes, , 93-112. - Recop. de las Ley.es,
lib. 5, tít. 11, ley 12.-Am(~ng the lib. 5, tit.,21, 22.. .. " .."'.
acts for 'restrictiog monopolies may 07 ,,,' Ut nulla,ünquam per se tuta'
be mentioned ooe, which prohibit-. regio, tutiorem ,se fuisse jactare
ed the nobility alld great land- possit." Opus EpisL, epist.31.
holdem-from preventing their ten- ' , 98 For various lawstending to,
ants' opening inns and houses ofen- secure this, and .preven.t ' frauda:
tertainment without their especial in trade, see' Ordenanljas Reales,
license. '(Pragmáticas del Reyno, lib; 3, tít. 8, ley 5.;..:... Pragmáti~~
1492, rol: 96~) The saine 'abuse, del Reyno, fol. 45, 66, 67, et, aliblo

, ho~ever, is noticed by·Mad~'· d'Aul- " - , ;:'~ 0".:,;- '; .~~._:' ••
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JUnT

were th'e,on'esmost,cápable" froin their position"of CHAPTER
• " XXVI.

belng' brought under- control, aJid, thoroughly and···", .
"permanently id'entifiedwith the Spanish" monarchy. . ,
'Granada, as 'lVe have" seen; .was placed 'under the
sceptreof Castile, governed by lhe' same laws, and
represented in its cortes, being, in the ,strict,est

'sense, partaíld, J>arcel of the kingdom.: Navarre '
:was' also united to thesamecrown. But itscon-
stitutian~.which bore considerable analogjto'~that

';of AragQIÍ, remained substantialIy. the same :as ,be-o
:,fo¡'e~' ·The government, indeed,. ,was administered
"by a viceroy' ;, but' Fel'dinand made as few changes
·as possible, permitting' it .,to· rétain its own legisla
ture,its andent courts of law, and its .laws .them-
selv.es.·~ So the forms, ir notthespirit of :indeperi- :
dencé,' continued .to sur;vive its union Ic.witñ -the' a ue erare
.victorious state.99

, .. . > J. . iD
nTh~,?ther po~se~sionsof ~pain w~re scattere.d ~ver
, the" varlOUS quarters of Europe, Afnca, and Am~nca.

"Naples .wás .the ';conquest of Arago.n';'or, at lea'st,
made ~n behalf of that crown~ 'The queen appears

, ,too have ,taken' nopart in the conduct of that ,war, 1

whether distrusting. its equity,or 'its eXp'ediency, 1

, in the belief that a distant possession' in . the neart
'ofEuropewould'proDé,lbly cost..,~ore, to' m,aintain

,·than:itwas wort.h.'. In fact;Spain is thc'Only nation,
,in moder'n times, whichhas been able .. to ,keep: its
:holdon' suchpossessions: for: any verj consi~erable

.. '

, 99 The' fulIest,: though a: süffi- ,the." DicCionario'Geográfico.:.Hist.
ciently meagre,account of the Na- 'de Espaiía," (tom;ü.pp; 140-:- 143.)
.varrése constitutioo, is toba fouod,Thebistorical antl economic~ de
in Ca~many's collection, "Práctica. ,tailsin the la.tter are mOle coploua. ,
y Estilo," (pp. 250-258,), and in -, ' 1
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PART· p.edod;.a circumstance impIying ~ore. wisdom in
.' Ú. h~f policy th~o is common]y conc~deQ to h~r.' Th~

Jate of.theª~quisitions.alluded tQ fonos ~q~~.~ep

.tioo:. to. the. remark; and NapIes, like Sici]y,~ol}'"

tinued pernlanently, ingraft(:~d po the ldngdom' (lf
Ar.agon.

.' ~foÑ~:~nt ,.; A fundamenta~ change in. tbe institutions of Na~
pIes became requisite. ~o accommodate,;thel:rl' to. its
new rel(itions. :.1ts .. great .office.sof. st~te. .aIldit~

.legal tribuoalslvere reorganized... Its jurisp~udence,
:which, under. the Angevin race,_ aod even thefir$t
Aragonese,: had, been adapted' to French.uSílges, was

.now modelled oIi the Spanish.The vario~~,inno.
··vations were conducted by the~ Catholic l~in.g .with
his usual prudence; and the reforro in. the lagi$la...
tioo is comm~ndedby a learned and impartiiilltijliaJl1 ne a f
civilian,as breatliiog' a sRirit of' m.otleratiQu. and
wisdom.1°O He conceded manyprivileges.to ,_ the

nnJ\ people,and tp the capital especially,whosevener.
able university. he resuscitated frOln the decayed
stat~ into.which jt had fallen~. making liberal ap
propriatioos .:froro the .treasury for· its endowment.

.'The 'support of a 'merceilélryarmy, and thc. burdens
incident· to 'the war, pressedheavily' on the> people .
.during the first years of his reignó. Bui the Ne'a~

politans; who~ as already n~ticed, 'had beeo tTaQ$-.
férred too often from one v'¡étot to another ·to be
.keenlY:· sensi~le·. t<;> -the .'lo'ss oí .political· inde}lcn-

"'.~,

"
)~ ,

;:.:','

.' -100" Qnestefurono," says Gian- gnnoli pi\l. d' ognialtra. nazIone.
none, . ",le .prime leggiche ci avveduti, e piu esatti· imitatori de'
diedero gli Spagnuoli: leggi tutte Romani." Istoria. di Napoli, lib.

,provride e savie, nellostabilir delle 30, cap. 5. '.
q~ali furono veramente gli Spa-

.' ...
:'.1'
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dence, ,were gradualIy reconciled to' h~s administra- CHAPTER

tion, and testified their sense of its beneficent XXVI.

character by celebrating' the 'anniversary of his
death, for more 'than 'two centuries" with '·public
solemnities, as' a day of mourningthroughout the
kingdom.101 - '

;,But far the most important oí the distant acqui'" Revenuell
from the

sitions of Spain were ~those secured to har by,the Indica.

genius ofColuÍnbus and the enlightened paíronage
oí Jsabella. :Imagination' had ample ,range in' the
boUndless" ,perspective of ,. these unknown regions ~

buf the results' actualIy realized from the,díscover~

ies, during ,the queen's life, were comparatively in';;
significant. '~' In a mere 'financiaI ',l'iew", théy heid
lieen a considerablecharge' on' the crowri~ .This
was, indeed; partly olvirig to t~e liumanity or.; Isa- b d J Ge
bella,who interfered,' as:we have seen, to prevent
the comRulsor., exaction of Indianlabor. This was'
subsequently, and immediately after her death, in...
deed, carried to suchan extent, that nearly half a
million of ounces of' goIdlvere yea'rly dra\vrt from'
the minesof Hispalliola alone.102 Tbe pearl fish....·

'101 Giannone, Istoria dí' Napoli, and dignitr,oC' tbe govemment,~ to,
lib. 29, cap. 4; lib. 30, cap. 1,2,5. permit an mdividuaI to languish in
...::.. ~i~norem; CoItura nelle Sicilie, 'indigence,'whose:parent had, been'
tom.IV. p. 84. - Every one knows the great.est man, the most useful '
tbe persecutions, tbe exile, and long' to the stata, ,and tlie ntost unjl1stly: '
imprisonment, which Giannone suf- persecuted, that the age had,pro
fered for the freedom with which duced." Noble sen~iments, giving
he treá.ted the clergy:~in his phil<r additionalgTace to tbe act' which
sophical history.,' The, generons" they accompanied. See the decree,
conduct oC Charles oí Bourbon lo, citad by Comiani, Secoli della Let
his beii's is Dot so well knowÍ1.' teratura Italiana, (Brescia, 1804""
Soon arter bis accession to the 1813.) tomo ix. arto 15.
throne of Naples, that prio'ce set- 102 Herrera, Indias Occidentales,
ded a liberal pensioo on the son of dec.l, lib. 6, cap. 18.~Aceord
the historian, decIaring, that "it ing to Martyr, the two mintsof
did 'Dot comport with the honor Híspaniola yieIded 300,000.lbs. oí
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. 105. Navarr~tc, Coleccion de Vi-.
ages. tomo iiL documentos 1':"13.
.-... Herrera,' Indias .Occidentales,
dec. 1, lib. 7, cap. 1. .

106 Navarrete, Coleccion de Via
ges, tomo iii. pp. 48, 134.

. FERDINAND. AND ISABELLA;'

gold annualIy. De Rebus Oceani-
cis, dec. 1, lib. 10. '
. 103 The pearI fisheries of Cuba
gua'wereworth 75,000 ducats a.
year. Herrera, Indias Occiden
tales, dec.l, lib.7,cap~9.

lD4.0viedo, Historia Natural de
, las Indias, lib. 4, cap.. 8.-- Gomez,
'. De Rebus Gestis, fol. 165.

rART eries/os :and the .culture- of thesug~r-cane,'. intro
. 11.. duced from the ,Canaries/04 'yielded large returns

.underthe same inhuman system.. ' .
. : F,e~dinand, who' enjoyed,bythe: queen's ~testa

ment, half the amouot of the'~ndian:reyenu~s,was
now fulIyawakened to their importance•.. ItwC?uld
be unjust, however; to suppose'his views limited' to
immediate pecuniary profits; for·. the measures he"
pursued were, in' maIiy respects,·'welr conhivedto
promote the nobler ends:of discóveryand.coloniza~

tion.: .He invitéd· tbe pers~ns:m,?st "'.e~inenf for
nautical. science .' andenterprise, . 'as Pinzon,- Solis,
Vespucci, to, his court, .where th~y constituíed' a:
sort of. boardof :n'avigation;" ,constructing charts,
and .,tracing,.out ·new. rout~s for projecfedvoyages.I.05

It 'vas in.. 'lii~, caiJacity· ofr héatl o{:: this¿~ep'áltin~:mt;~ne a f
tliat the lla~t-mentioriea navigator. liad theglory,
the greatest. which accident and capri<?e ever grant:"

nnJ\ eH 'to' man, of giving his name to el new, ~emisphere.
, Fleets'were no,"v; fitted out on a more' extended

~ale, :which ~igh~ vie, irideed~'with the' spléridid'
equipr:ilent~ oí. the :Portuguese~ \vhose bri1lia~t suc~

cesses in the east excited the envy of their Castj1ian
·rivals. The king occasion~lly t,?ók a share in ,tbe
voyage, independently oí the interest whichof
right belonged, to thé crown. l05 .
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,The" government, however,'realized Iess from
the~e, e'xpensive enterprises than 'individuals, ,rnany
of. who~, enrichedby,theirofficial. stations, or' by
'ac~identally falling in with sorne: hoard of treasure
a~on,g ,th~ ", saváges, ' 'returned ,home to ,excite ,the
envyandcupidity ,oí their: countrymen. ~07 .'But the'

, -spirit ofadve~ture 'vas :too ,high 'ainongthe ,Castil-
,-ians to, require, such incentive,. especially" when ex~

cluded froro, its us~aI field in Africa and: ~urope.
'Astrioking proof of the: facility, with, \vhich:, tha'
romantic '.cavaliersor' that 'day couldbe directed to.
th~s new career of da~ger ,on 'the.,oceail, wa's given
at' :the, time ,of 'the last-me4itated ~xpedition into
Itali únderthe: Great Capúlin., o A, squadroii. '«;lf
fifteen vessels,:hound for the NewWorld,wasthen
ridi~g in the Gua~al~It¡lhdr.U ,Ifs, éomHlement:~~as
limited to one thousand two hundred filen; but, on
Fer~inand's countermanding Gonsalvo's enterprise,

,more tHano three ',thousand volunteers, many of
thein of. noble family, ",equipped with unusual mag
nificence for'the Italian 'service,.hastened to SévilIe,
and pressed t6 ,beadrnitted into, the ludian arma
da.los. Se,vine itself ,was, in a 'manner 'depopulated
by the general' fever of eniigration, so th~t it ,'ae~

tuany 'seeme~, says a,contemporary, to be' tenanté~
onIy, by fe~ales.l09 ,o.. '

, '
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Splrit of '
adventure.

a J G rera I

107 Bemardin de Santa. Clara, sama author, that goldwas so
treasurer of Hispaniola, amassed, ahundarit, 'as to be dragged 'up in
durin~a few years' residence tbere, nets from' tha beds 'of the rivera!
96,000 ounees oC gold. Tbis same Lib. 10, cap. 14. ,,:
nouveau, mhe, úsed to serve gold '108 Ante" Part TI.,' Chapter 24~
dust, says Herrera, instead of salt, - Herrera, IndiaS Occidentales,
at bis entertaininents. ' (Indias Oc- dec. 1, lib. 10, cap. 6,7. '" '
eidentalestdee. 1, lib. 7, cap. 3.) , 109" Per esser Sevillanelloco
Many believed, according to tha 'che e, vi vanno tanti di loro alle •
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PART . .In ,this universal excitement, :thep:rogress .of ~ais-
__11._._ cov.ery .was pushed forward ~with.a sllccess, inferior,
~I~~~ve::r~f jndeed,to·. what .might.have ..been.effectad in,' the

present state of nauticaL skilLa~dscit:m~e,but .ex~

:traordinary for the times., .. Too -:~inding .depths .of
the Gulf oí Me:pcowere penetrate~, .aswell .as
too borders,of .the r~ch ;but .rugged isthmus, which
connects·the A.llleric~n.·,continents. In )512,. Flo
rida ,was discov,cred 'byaromantic :old' knight,
Ponee .de Lean, ,yp.o, IDsteadof the .IP~gieálJoun

tain· ,of. hea1th, found .his . grave ther.e,;l~O .. Solis,
anothernayigator, who hadcharge..ofanexpedition, .
·projected by F.erdinand,IH t? 'reach the South- Sea
by the circumnavigation of the continent; .ran do\vn
the .eoast as 'faras ·.the great 'Riode 1~ Plata,;where
lle .also w.as.etit'offub:rébe sav.ages•..•Ina1513,Vasco
Nupez pe BknioaB~netr~tea,; ',witli a Jiandful· :of
roen, .aCfPSS die narrow part of tñe Isthmus.ofDa~

nJ\lr¡en~ .. and from the surnmit'of theCordilI~ras,.the

fi,rst ,oí .Eurppearis.,was greeted ,witb the. long~

promis,ed visian ·of thesouthern ocean.Il2.

1172

AunIR D
,",'r

¡'.'.

Jndie,·.oh~ l".~itta..re$ta-malpopo.- mo~t;stdkingand le.3.f$tfamilia.r.qf
lat!J., e quas¡ in man di donne." them is, thatofFerdinand de Soto,
(Navagiero,' Via.g. gio, .' folo~5.) the'ill-faled discoverer~of the. Mi&
¡Io~~ ~!1~d, .~~~~ C13Jl_t~~~·~~- .. ~i~sippi, whose. bones bleach be:
fore, . ". . . . . " neath ita waters. Ria adventures
"ImP'fer extremos c:urrls mercator ad are told with u.~comQlOn 8piri~b!

P
ndos, .' . Mr. Bancrofi, vol. i. chapo 2,of

er mBre pauperlem fugiens, per saX8, his History of the United States•. '
per Jgnea."

. . .. }:pist. l. 1. 11~ Herre,l1l., IJldia.s Occidep\etl.es,
. 110 ~en;e~, 1.q~ Oec~4.eni~es; ~ec. 2, lib. 1, cap. ''(•. ' .. ,

deo. ~., li~.9; ·cap. lQ...;....4-,lm.ost 112 The Jife of this daring C¡l.va,
al! the §panish expeditlons ID the lier fonn,s One in the eJegantseries
~~w. .Wo.rld"., wh'~the~on the oí nationa! biographies by Quin·
nortbem or southem cootinent, tana," Vidas de Espa,iióles Céle
haya a tinge, oí ·rom.a;oce"beYond bI:es," (tom. ii. I>p. 1-82,) and is
whal ~ foun~ ~.. those of oJher familiar to the ~nEflish reader, in
.~~~~~~n .. 1l;3:~1~!1~.· Qne of .t~e ~ing'B." CompaDlonsqrC~~1ltp.7 ..
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er 'jf'

ery, betwee~ColombuS and Cortes.
Coleccion de Viages. ' , .:

113 Las C~as, Mémoire~ CEu..
vres,ed~de Llorent~, tomo i~,p.189.

bus~" Thetbird volume of Na~
varrete's laboriouscompilation, i$
devoted to the .illustratlOD of the
minor f:)panish;' voyagem, who.· f<?l..;
lowed úp the bold track oC discov":

VOL. 111 60'

TheinteIligence·.ofthis:event.excited.a sensation CHAPTER

in Spain, inferior oilly to thatcaused by the discov';; XXVI.

ery of .America. :. Thegreat object which had so·
long .occupied.the imaginationofthe nauticalmen
ofEurope, and .. formed:.the purpose of-,Colunibus?s
last voyage, the· discovery of. a cornmunication;with
these far·western: waters,wasaccomplished.:: ;The
famous· spice .islands, fr~mwhich thePortuguese
had drawn such countless· sums of wealth,,·w(ue
scatteredover this sea; and: the Castilians, after· el

jo~rney of a ;few leagues, might launch their barks .
on its quiei'hosom, aQd reach, and perhaps claim,
the :coveted possessións oí their rivals, as. fal,ling.
west of the.papallin·é'of demarkation~· Such were: .
the dreams,and such the actual .progressof discovj ·

ery,at_the' ~lo~e of~er~\naIid's r:ign~.I : e'.' .. ' .dril d 'i G '.
~ Our admJratlOn oí· the· dauntless herOlsm dlsplaved' Excesses or

. JJ the Span-

by the earIy Spanish navigators, in theirextraordi- iards.

UnIR nar.y career,.-is much qualified by a consideration oÍ'
the'cruelties with :which it was tarnished; too great
tó be' either,palliated or passed overin silence by'
the .historian. . As long as IsabeIla ~ived, the In
dians found "an efficient friend and protecto'r; but
"her death," says the venerable Las Ca~as,"was'

the signal for their destruction." iIs Immediately on .
thci( event, tbe system of repartimientos, originaIly
authorized, as wé haya seen, by Coiumbus,who'
seems to .. haye .·had nO'doubt, 'from the first,of the

. t.,
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114 "y crean (Vuestras Altezas) oí Las Casas, sorne oC them ex-.
questa isla y todas las otraS son así pressly prepared forthe co·uncil oí
suyas como Castilla, que aquí no the Indies. He affirms,that more·
falta salvo asiento .y mandarles than 12,000,000 .1ives were' wan-

'. hacer laque qúisieren.~' Primera tonlydestroyed in the.NewWorld,,:
Carta de Colon, apud Navarrete, within thiity·eight years after tha
Coleccion de Viages, tomo i. p. 93•. discovery, and this in addition to

~15 Herrera, Indias Occidentales, those exterminated in theconquest·
dec~ l~ lib. 8, cap. 9.~Las ~asas, of the couDtry.' : (CEuvres,ed ..·de
<Euvres,ed.. de Llorente, tomo i. Llorente, tom.i.·p. 187.) .Herrera .

· pp. 228, 229. . . •.... admits that Hispaniola was re·'
116.' Sea tha various Memorials duced, in less thantwe~ty-five.

FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.'474

. PART.. crown's absolute right of property over the na.. '.
JI. . tives,114 was carried to its full extent' iri the ~olo" ~

nies.115
'. Every Spaniard, .however humble; had his

proportion of slaves; and men, :many oí them' not
'only incapable of estimatiilg the awful r~spoDsibil...
ity of the situation, butwithout the lea,st touch .of
humanity in ·theirnatures, were individuaIly intrust- '
edwith the unlimited disposal.of .the,lives and des-'

· tinies of their felIow-creatures. ,They, abused. this
trust in thegrossest manner; ~asking the .unfortu-:

· nate. Indian far .beyondhis strength, inflicting ·tha·
,mostrefinedpunishments on the ¡ndalent, and
hupting down those 'who resisted or escaped; like·
so .Ínany beasts' of chase, )vith ferocious blocid...
hounds.' Every. step 'of the .white man's progress.
in the New'VorId, may be .said to havebeen ,'on,

. tbe' COfnse oí a native. Eaitli. is' .stagger~d- 1)y tlie
· reci.tal of tlienumoer of victims immolated in·Jhese .

ur 1\ DRl faili' regionswithin 'a very fe\v years after tb.e dis-
covery; and the heart sickens at the loáthsom~ de-:
tails of barbarities, recorded byone, who, if his
sYIllpathies have 'l~d him' sonietimes .10 overcolor,.
can n~ver ..be .s~spected of wilfullj rnisstating facts
of whi~h he.was an eyewitness.llG

, Asel.6.sh ¡ndif-'
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J,
a

fererice:tothe ·rights. of tha original occupants, of the CHAPTER

soil, isa sin' whichlies at: the ' door of 'most 'of the' ,:' ;XXVI.

primitive European settlers,whe~herpapist'orpuri~:'

tan; ofthe New:World. But itis light,.in compar~:

ison with the fearful amount: of crimes to be cha~ged' .
o~ ,the .early·Spanish colonist,s ;crimesthat have,
perhaps',jnthis world, brought down the retribution
oí Heaveri, which'has seen tit 'to turn ,this fountaill
of inexhaustible wealth and prosperity'tothe:nation
hIto. the 'waters of :bitterness~ .',
':~Jt may: seem' strange, that norelief was.afforded· Blaveryfn

'he eolonies.

by:the government;' to,. these' ' oppressed,. s'll~ects.:'

Buí Fer~inand; if,\ve maycre~it:Las Casas;. was
ncyer permitted to know the ex~ent of the' injuries
done to··theni. 117.' He was surrounded~ by :men>irÍ: '
the mana6ernentofthe Jilaiiln department, wnose'·
inter~st it ,vas to keep' him in ignorance.1l8

, 'Eñe
remonstrances 'of sorne zealous missionaries led

JUnT him,ll~, in 150i} torefer the subject of the reparti;":

years, from 1,000,000 to 14,000' learntheÍr names from Herrera.
80111s.., (Indias' Occidentales, dec. ' Tbe, firat was Bishop Fonseca,
1,·lib. 10, cap. 12.) The numerical the lalter the comendador Con
estimates of a large savage popula- chillos, both prominent men in the
tion, must, of course, be. in a great Indian department. (Indias Occi':' '
degree, hypothetical. That it was dentales; dec. 1, lib. '9, cap: 14;), '
larga, 'however, in these fair 1"e- The last-named person \Vas ,the'
gions, may readily be inferredfrom ; same individual sent by Ferdinand
the 'facilities of subsistence, and the to his daughter in Flanders, and
temperate habits of" the natives. ,im~risoned there by the arcbduke
Tbe mínimum sum in the 'calcula- Pbdip. After that prince'sdeath,
tion, whenthe number had dwin-, heexperienced signaI favors from '
dled to a., few thousand, might be the Catholic king," and amassed.
more easily ascertained. . greatwealth as secretary of the'

117, .<Euvres, ,ed. de Llorente, Indian board. ,Oviedo has devoted ,
tom.i. p. 228~ , •' , one of his dialogues to him. Quin-

118 Oneresident at the coun,' cuagenas, MS., bat•. 1, quinc. ,3,:
says the bishop oí Chiapa, was· dial. 9. '.. ' ' . ,,'. :
proprietor oí 800 'and anotber of ,.119 The Dommlcan.. and, .otber',
1100 Indiana.. (<Euvres, ed. de, uiissionaries,totheir credit be' it
Llorente, tomo i. p~: 238.)' ,We, told, labored with unwearied, zeal
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J\nUJ\l an(f courage for the conversion of ry! The whole argum'eni~which
. the natives, and tha vindication of comprehends the suro of what has

their natural rights. Yet these been since said more diffusely in
were the men, who lighted the defence, oí aboIition, is singular
fires oí tba Inquisition in their own ly acute . andcogeot. In its ab
land., To 8uch opposite results stract. p'rinciples it is unanswera
may tbe same principIe lead, under ble, wbIle itexposes and denouoces .
different. circumstances! .' . the misconduct oí his countrymen; .

. 120 Las Casas concludes an elab- with. a freedomwhich ShOW8 the
orate memorial, prepared for the good' bishop knew no other Jear
government,.. in 1542,on tha best than that oí his Maker.. ..
meana of arresting the destruction 121 Recop. de Leyes de las In-
of tbe aborigines, witb two prop- dias, August, 14th, 1509, lib. 6, ti~. :
ositions. l. That tha Spaniarda 8, ley 1. - Herrera, .Indias 0001-'
wouldstill continue to settle in dentales, dec.!, lib. 9, cap. '14. .
America, though slavery were .122 The textexpresses nearly
abolished; from the superior advan- enough' the. subsequent· condition
tages {Ol acquiring riches it offered . oí, things. in Spanish Amenea.
over the OldWorld. 2. That, ir "Nogovemment,"says Heeren,
they.wauld not, this wonld not jus- "has done so much for the abo
tify slavery, sioce " God forhids us ngines as the Spanish." (Mo~ern
ttJ do· evíl that gdod may. corneo! History,·Bancroft's trans., vo1.l. p.
it.,". Rara maxim, from a Spanish: 77.) , Whoever.peruses its colonial
churohmim oí the· aixteenth centu- . codea,'may fiad, much· ground. Cor .

mientos to· a couoeil oí· jurists ando theologians;'
This body': yielded ·to· the representations oí the
advocates of the system, that it was indispensable

. for maintaining the: ~oIonies, sincethe European:
was altogether unequal to labor in thistropical
climate; :and tIlat it, moreover, afforded theonly
chance ror the conversion oí the Indiari,:who, un
less compelled, could never' be .brought in contact
with the white' mano 120. '

On these grounds, Ferdinand openly assumed'
. the .responsibility to himselfand' his ministersi of
maintaining . this'vicious institutiori; and subse-:
quently issued an ordinanee to that effeet, accom;...
panied,' however, bya variety of humane and equi-'
table .regulations for restraining its' abuse.J21The

'. license ~as. embraced in its fuIl extent; the regu~ e a.
latioos ,were' open1iY." disregariled.12! Several years

. ,', .
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aft~r ~-:in. ·}515,. Las Ca~as, Inoyed ,by the spectacle. CJIAPTER
XXVI.

of-human suffe~:ing" returned 19 Spain, and¡pleaded
the cause, of, the. i~jl,lred: ,nativa, jn, tones 'which

madethe dying ,rnonarch· tl~emble.on •. hi~ throne•. Jt
was topo hite, however,. ofO,f; the king toe~ecutethe
remedial. measures he .contemplatedY~s .;The:: effi,,:,
cient int~ffereñQt} Q{ Xim~nes, who sent ,a commis-
~io.{l [el).' th~ ,purpo~e~oHispaniola, wa$ attended
with no permanent results..· , And: the· indefatigable
'f· prQt~.c~or- oí, tbe Indians" was left to sue for re;"
dress, at ~h~. ,~ourt of Charles,. and to furnish: a .
~plendid).if.nQt n solitary ~xamp]e there, oc.· abosom
penetr~tedi whh, the trpe, spidt, of. Chdstia-n phi~

lantlir()py.,t.~~~: ; ..
.'; 1. have elsewhere· eXé\mined thepolicy pursned
}jy: the CatoQUc-, st:were.ig!ls, in the' government ofambra
their.- colQnie~. Th~· sUp'p'I~ of¡ 'precious:' metals
yi.eldea b'y'them eventual1y, proved far greater: than

JUnT fiaif. ~ver; ~Dte ..ea into thecQnception' oC the· most
sanguineof' the. early· discoverers. Their prolific
s~il aIl~ genial climate, moreover,aiforded an' :infi..
nite variety of. vegetable products, \vhich might
hav~.:: JQrui~b~d .QU unlimited, commerce, with !_.the

. , '. . . .. .. . :. .~'. ;: ,;.

the. ,e~logitlm.. lll.lt are not tb~.. tQ\}. Israelites to:wards their jdoIa.~
very number aoarepet.ition of these·trousneighbouis.·· But··the Span
hllmaI!e'provisioWil.~~c¡~P,t ptQO(. ish!enelon reJllied" that:'~,theQe...; •
of then lhefficacy? . .,.. " haVlOur of the JeW8 was no prece- .

"23 Her~ei~, India~ OccideQtal~5" ,c:lent f~l':Chri~\ians.;·,\ba~ th& ~law
dec. 2, lib'; 2, cap. 3"- L~s Casas, of Moses' waa a Iaw of ngQr; b~t ..
Mémoire,.apud:CEunes, ed'~ de'tbat orJeaua Christ;'.ODft of grnoo,.
LIorente t tom, i .. p.23Q.... . !'lercf, peace, goQd-will, a.nd cb~r~

124 ,In ~he remarkable· dlscussion·· lty.~'· (CEuvres,. oo.' de Llorent&,
betwe~~,tb~ doctor. ~~pqlvedac¡.~d, tomo ¡i.p. 374.) . 'l'he,Sp~Td
Las Casas, before a. commission' first persecnted the Jews, and then
named by~ CharI.eaV.,in 1550, the quoted tbemas. a~·, au.tho~ity: íQr
former yindicated the. perSecu~~on . pers~c\.ltipg all otl;1er infid~18., .
of·.the.aborigineshy the;condo.ct;oÍ'.:.: .

.'
!¡,
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PART' . motber,countrY. ·Under, a judiciOlIS' protection;
II. their \population and ~ productions,· steadily increás- .

ing, would háve enlarged to an incálculable· extellt
the general resources of· the empíre.· Buch', indeed,

. might have heen the 'result"oí el wise "system>of
Iegislation.· ". ". :: ;::: " ;

Colonial ad- B, ut the· true principIes' of colonial'p'olicy" wer.e
ministration.

sadly misll~derstood in the sixteenthcentury~'. The
discovery oí' á world was estimated, like ,that of :a
rich ·nline; by-the'value; oí its';returhsin'goId 'and
~ilve¡''' ·:Much· ofJsabélIa's legislation; it is trlle,- is
of that-:·corriprehensive.: character; which'shóws th~t

she looked, io higher' and far nobler ohjects. ',' But
.with .much that is good, there was mingled, as in
most of. her .institutions, one' germ of .evil,. of: Hule
moment at;die ti~e, indeea, liutlwHicH, linder ,tne rah
vicious culture ob lier successors, s110t .up· to a height

. that overshadowedandblightedall' the.rest... Th'is
nDJ\ UC1,vas the spirí"t oí 'restriction ,and 'm'onopoly, aggra..

vated ;by the' subsequent .Jaws oí 'Ferdinand,. and
carried to: an' extent under·the Austrian dynasiJ;
that paralyzedcolonial tr·ade.'·, '¡ ~::. ::.

.Under their mo~t inge'ni6usly perverse~ :system of
laws,. the interests oí boththeparent,cou~tfyand
thecoloriies\vere sacrificed.'· ·The laüer; cQn<iem'n

'ed toO look for supplies' ·to·: an;' iricompétt~Íi(,'source;

were;miserablY',dwaffed in' t~éii:>g¡'o\vth;:::whil~
, tbe'; former'con trivéd to· c~n~ert .the-nut'i'imént which
'she extorted from' thé.. colonies irito á.. fatal p.~iso~:
The stre~insnfwealth .,whidlfiowedin from 'the
silver quarries ofZ~catecas:a'hdPotosí,w,~re jeaI
ously locked upwithin the limitsof·. the,P~n~n'sl1la.
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I
I

The great problem, :proposed.·by the' Spanish :]egis~.:: ·CHAPTER
XXVI,

'lation of the sixteenth century,: was .the:; re'duction -,--
of prices in thé ~kirigdom to tlic:same,- lev,e~ as: in'
other Europ.ean- nations~' Everylaw' that ,vas pass-
ed, however,' ;tended~ by: its r~strictive;~charact~r,:

toaugrnentt.he'cvil.': The r golden,tide, ,which,per:"'
mitted a' free ve'nt;'would have fertilized the regioÍl.
through which 'it poured, 110W' buriad theland undér:

-a delug~: ,vhich blighted 'every green andliving
thing.', Agriculture, "commerce, manufactures, ~very,

'branch of national industry and improvement, 'lan-
guished and felL to decay ;, and the nation, l¡ke, the
Phryg'ian·. moDal'eh" ,vhoturned aH ,that h~ tonched',
10 'gold;:c':lrse~' by'the', very cóilsúmmation,Of)~s .
:wislies,was 'Roor' in·t~e. midst of its 'treasures~:;.~:· ,
, From' thi8 sad ':picture,letl us turn to' tnat, pre:r General ' Ge
, : ' :, . ".; ,', ' . . .; prosperlty

,sente(l by theperiod ofou'¡" iHistor.,y.; :wHen', tHe '

unTR ~Iouds and :darkness :havingpassed'a~ay,~'n~w:
m()rn seemea tobreak upon ~the. natlOn.Under,
the firÍIf~ut .temperate sway oc" Ferdinand ando

, .Isabella, 'the'great "charige~" '~e have'n~ticed 'vere
effected :without' eonvrilsion'inthe st~te. 'On t~e~

'contrary,the' elements of thesocial ~ystem,\vhich,'"
before' jarred 'so. discordantly; '·were br¿pg~~:-:::ÍIlio:' '

'harmonioi.Is action...:'The restless: spi~i(~f·.the';no:';

, bleswas' tUfned /frotri::d'YiL. factibn'to'~ilie¡hoIÍo~abie;

ca.re~i '9(pnbii~s~'rvic~/'whét~~erin':ar~s~';~~'1 t:tte~s.· '
'rh~ ':people:,at ~ ;]arge,~ élss~re~ .of, the'~~cu¡'i!Y:"pf
,pr~vate·,;,:rjghts,.\'were,'~ccupled.,..with",the·;'. differe~t
hranches·:·of····pr~ductive·labo·r.:·Trade, 'as'is abun~;,

·da~tly·sh~.wnbjt~elegislation·of. tbe' ·peiiod,.h~d:
n<?t yetfallen 'into ' the diseredit whieh'a~tachedto

I
, J

1



itin' later' times. 1!5. The .precious Irietals,. instead'
of flowingin so ahundantly as to palsy.the arm,'of
industry, served only to stimulate '¡t. 1.26.:

.:. ·The foreign intercourse of the: countrywas,. e.very
. .

day more widelyextended. Ber agents and, '.con.-
suls were to be fo~nd in· aH the. ptincipal-parís oC:'
ihe. Mediterranean and·. the. BaltiC. ~J.2~ The Spail....
ish mariner, instead oí creeping along 'the beaten
track ofip.land navigation,. now 'struck:' boldly across:
tbe' great; westeru' .ocean.,· The: néw ~. discov~ries'

..' FERDINAND AND' ISABELLA~

:'PART
. 11•.

125 It. i.S only necessary to no- . complains. oí' 'tbescarcity';' of :the
tice ·the contemptuous language of precious meta1s, and their insuffi
Philip JI. 's Jliws, which designate·· ciency to, the demandi;" of ·trade~.

the' most useful mechanic arts, as (Pragmáticas del Reyno¡ fol. 93.)
those of blaeksmiths, shoemakers, It appears, however, from Zuiíiga;
Jeather-dressers" and the Jike, as, that the· i!I1portation ofg~ld. fror,n.
" oficios viles JI baxoS." . the New World began lo have a
, A whimsical distinetion prevails' .sensible effect'on the price,·oc.:com-era

.. in Castile, in referenee to the" more modities, from that very year. An·
humble- occupations~ .k. man oí nalesde Sevilla, .pi 415; ;: ;L .
gentle blood may be a,coachman, 127 Mr. Turrier has lOada several1\ 'DJ\1 Jaequey, scnUion, or any olher me·" exiracts from the' Harleian' MSS.,
nial~ witbout disparaging his nobil.. showing that the trade Qf Castila
ity, which is 'said' to sleep' in' di& with England was ve1Y considera
mean: while.. Butbe·fixes,onlitan, ble in·Isabella's time. {Ristury of
incleliblestain, if he exeTcises any England, vol. iv;p. 90.) A prag
mechanicar·vocation.: , H Renee,'" matia of Júly ~lst, 1494', foro the
says. Capmany;. ee 1 have often seen erection .of a eonsulato. at Bur~os.
avillageinthis'provinee; in.which ',notices' 'the commercial' establish-

. the, vagabonds, sniugglers,; ami ments ·inEngland,:France,.; ltaly.,
. hangmen even, were natives, while and the Low Countries. "'Tbis tri":

the farrier, shoemaker, &c. was.,a,buna.l,~. withl:o.ther~.exteilsive:P!ivi';'
foreigner.'" (Mem. de Barcelona., leges, wasempowered to hear and .
tom.' i. parto 3,. p. 40;'· tom:iü~ determinesuits between merchants;
pan. 2,pp'. 317, 318.) See also.·" which," says th~ plain spoken
sorne senSIble remarks 00' thesub-.. ordinance;" in the bands of law
ject,. by.Blanco. White, the iugen- yera.are.never broughtto a. ~lose;
10US' author ofDoblado's Letters porque' se presentauan escrItos y
from Spain, p~44.· . ;. .,... . ·libeloB~ de·letrado& de manera que
. 126 "The interval between the por mal pleyto que. fuesse le soste
3cqoisitioniof maney;.and the: risa :: nian los:letrados' de manera:que los
oL prices·,". Hume observes, "is~ hazianimmortales." . (Pragmáticas
the only tiiDe wheriincreasin~ goJd, . derReyno, fóL146::"'1'48~r·. This
and .silver are favorable .. tO.. lDdus-. .instituhon rose soon .. to be oí. .the
try~u'~EssaY8, E.art 2; es~ay 3.) ,greatest ímportance.~.Castile;
AU.. ~td1Dall~: <?f ~unel J-Btb,- 1497,~.. . >. ,,' •

480·

D



'4S1

cl!A'P'i'ER:'
XXVI. '

REVIEW .OF .THEIR ADMINlSTRATION•

..'.; ..

. ha:d -.convérted thé larid trade' with India :into",3
. sea :trade';, an~ the ,nations ofthe Peninsula;:.whó ,..;....;;.;""-_
had, hitherto Jain remote fromthe, great highways
oí .eoiQnierce, now be'CalDe the factórs and carriers
oE Europeo_',- "
~':..'The, flourishing,cortditionof.· the nation was semI·
in the wealth and population oí its cities,the rev..
énues ()f which, augmented in':all to a-surprising
'ext~nt, hado increased' in .sorne;: forty 'and even ·fift:t
fold beyondwhat they were'at thecommenee.ment
'of t~e ., reign .~ 128 the.· aneient .and .' ·lo'rdlj' .' Xoledo';'
Burgos,. with its: bustling, 'ÍIidustrious ' tráders ; 129: ,

Valladolid,- sending', forth -its, ·thirty- thousand :war-:
riors· from -.its gates', ·where'the whole.póp~latiolÍ\'
now sears:ely reaches two: !hirds-: of that:n~tnHer';¡1~, .

Cordova, in tIie soutli, an(l die ytagñificent Grana
da, naturalizing in Europe díe arts 'and luxdries
o( .'th~ e~st ;'.' Saragossa, "the abundant,"··as·' she'
was' call~a, froín' her··fruitfulterritory.;·· Valencia~:
,:,..tha:· be-autiful ?,.;..•Barcelona" rivalling .in· indepen~

"~:TheBi~ihi vol~me of the Me-' .sa, ni baldia, sino' que todostrab3,
nioici'of tha Academy ofHistory, jan, ansi mugerescomo hombres,.y: .
contairts· a' schedule of tha respec-' los chicos como los grandes, bus
tiva'revenuesafforded by thacities' cando la.vida con sus manos,-y con'
ofCastile,in thayears 1477, 1482;- sudores de sus carnes. Unos exer
.and' 1504':;·' embraCiog, :oí course;" citan las' artes mecánicas :' y otros'
tha I conimencement and'; closé i of las·''1iberales.· .. 'Los que tratan las .
IsabelliL's' reign'.:,. The i óríginal· mercaderías; ybazen rica la .ciudad,
document existsinthe' arehi'Ves of son muy ñeles, y liberales." (Cosas.
Simancas~'. ,;~ 'We: may notice -, the: .Memorables, fol.: 1~.) .Jt· will not
large'ámount and great increase oí b~ easyto meet,-m pr~se or verse,
!Rxes~Ii Toledo, partic~l~rly, ando wlthañner coloredplctU!e of de-
In Saville ;.the former thrivmg from parted glory, than Mr. Shdell, has .
itB manufactories, and the lattar .' given of the former city, the: vefie-.
from,tha ltidiariti'ade; Sevilla, in rabIe Gothic capital, in hiS "Year .

. 1504, furnished naar a tenth oc. the in Spain," chap~ 12.,- , ,.'
",hole ':revenué> nustracion5~ ,:_130 Sandoval, Hist: del Emp.

l!29;" No·ay'enelIa,"sajs Ma- QarlosV.,tom.,i. p;·60. -
meo ofthe latter city, " gente ocio- -

VOL. 111. 61
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,Puhlic em·
beUishments.

·PART,
n. dence:and maritirne~énterprise·the proudest of thá'

-.,--- -Italian republics ;¿Sl, Medimi del Campo, whósefairs'
w~re ,'a1feady .thegreat, martfor~.the'~'comIÍlerCial

exchangesof. the .Peninsula; 1~2.and' ~evine,l~,the

golden gate of the Indies, ,vhose quays, begar! fo
be throngedwith ,merchan'ts fromthe most dis'tant
countriesof Europe..

The resources of .the inhabitants ,were displayed
in' the palaces andpublic edifices, fountairis,aque;..
ducts, 'gardens, '~nd other' works ;of utilityan~ orna~
ment~ "This lavish' experiditure' was' directed 'by aIÍ
improvéd taste.-:. 'Architecture was studied' on purer'
prinCipIes 'than Qefore, and, "7ith .the sister arts' oí' .
des'ign, sh9Wéd 'the iúfluence, oC the new connexioil:
with' Italy 'in' ,thé .first' ,'gIeamsof that,'excellence;. '
'. ", .':,,' P. '.. , " .:JFlJ" .:: .1,' ,P ~l lo'; :: ,'(; ,<b~ c. ::·./i' ... era

,: l~l' 1t was a c~m~on 'sayi~g in': tlié' l~sses> sristained' 'hy' Íts' mar.)
Navagiero'stime, "Barcelona la chants in ,therecent fire,.aa mdr~

URricca:, Saragossa la harta, Vale~tia than the revenues' of.the· crown'
, la hermosa.." (Viaggio, fol..5~) 'Vouldprobably, be able to ~eetfor

The grandeur, and ,commercial several,years., . (Ibid.,p. 264.)
aplendor, of the '. first-named ~ citi, N avagiero~ who, ;visited', Medina'
which forms the subject of.Capma- some six years later, when it, was
ny's elaborate work, have beensuf- rebuilt, bears' unequivocal,testimo
ficiently di~pll\y.edjn: Part'L-; Chap-, 'ny- to· .i~; ~omm~rciat imporance:
t~r 2, ofthls History..:\.';>:< :',:; '~Medmaebuona tena, ~ plena Ql;
- 13"2" Algunos' suponen,"'says ' buonecase,abondanteassals6 non

Capmany,- " que estas ferias, eran che ,le,tante' ferie che: se,vi,~ fanno
ya famosas en tiempo de los Reyes, ogn' .anno,:' eilconcl?rso ;grand~
Católicos," &c.' (Mem. de Barce- che vi e di tuUR: Spagna,Janno pur
looa, tomo iii. p. 356.), 'A -ver.y c?e ~ tuttosi paga;.p~udiquel che
clirsory glance at the laws of thlS' 81 farla:" .... • La fena ~ abondante
time' will.show thereasonableness certo di molte cose, ma sopra tutto
ofth~ suppositioo.. ' Seethe ~rag- di speciarie assai; che v.engoDo di
máticas fo1., 146, and, the, ordman- Portogallo; ma l,e, magglOr faccen
cesfro~ the 'archives of Simancas,- de cbese vi facciano sooo campij.·"
apud Mem. de Acad., toro. vi. .pp.' Viaggio, fol. 36. ' . " .
249, 252;,providiogfor the erectlon, . 153' "Quien nO,vi6 á. Sevilla'
of buildiDgsa'nd other accommoda- " No vl6 maravlU~" , ' •. :-.:;.~
tions for the." great resort of trad-' ,T!Je proverb, acco!dmg to.ZUOl.,
ers~'." lo' 1520" four 'years afier g~ lSas old as the tH~e of Alon~o
Férdinand's, death,. the .city, io a XI~ Annales de Sevilla, p.183.
petition to the regent, representad ~'i·',: .".:':;
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whichshedsuch,lustre over the Spanish schoolat CHAPTER.

the close of the century.lS4 A ,,'still, more; decided XXVI.

impulse was given to letters. More 'printing presses
\vere probably ·atwork in .spairi in'the>infancj' of
the ,: art,: than:,at the",present day.lSli Ancient· semi..
naries' weí;e¡ rema,delIed:;' new :ones,were. created~
Barcelona~:Salélmanca, and ,AI.calá, whose doistered
solítudes 'are: now~thé grav'e, ratherthan rhe'nurse-
ry 0[: science,then 'swarnled with thousallds of dis~ 1,

ciples~'who, under :thé generous patron'age<of' the '~
gover'nment,foundlettersihesurest' path to iJrefer;;. :i
inent}S6. Even ,'the '.Íighter:' brancnes: of 1iteráture i,

, . ' fi
feh :the'· reV91utioIúlry' sp'irit ofthe times, and,afiér 'Í'

~
·Vielding 'ihehlstfruits 'of thé ancient·system,.;dis~ ·l

, : , .' '; ";' , '.~

¡. 134 The'most emi~e~t' '?c5ptors1ofelecti6fr í~ t~e~liáir~ of[ht'tini~ bra y Generaliír~
.were" for .the ,most part, foreign- ersities, so as to obviate any: ündue ~
era; - 'as Miguel Floreritin, Pedro infiuence or corruption. ' ~Fol.: n: - ;
TOrregiaoo; Felipe de Borgoiia,-:- 21.) "Porque," says the liberal
,chiefly. from, [taly, where theart languageof thelast law, ,u los
was advancing rapidly to rerfection estudios generales donde las cien
in the school of Michae Angelo. cias se leen' y, aprenden effuer'1an
.Themost"successful architectural las leves y .lazen, a. los 'nuestros
achievemertt 'w'asthecathedral of subditos' y naturales, sabidores y
Granada, by Diego,d~ Siloe~' 'pe- honrrados y acrecientan virtudes:
'draza, Antiguedad de Granada, fol. 'y porque en 'el dar y assignar de las
132. .....;;.Mem. de' la Acad: de 'Hist~, cátedras salariadas' deue auer' toda
tomo vi. JIust. 16., , .libertad porque sean dadas'á: p'er-'

:. 135 A t Jcast so saya Clemencin, sonassabidores y cientes." '(Tára:'
a competent judge. , "Desde los cona, October 5th, 1495;) : 1f'ooe
mismos' principios de" sU .esta~le-would see, the totally differérit'prin
cimiento fue mascomunla. impten- :"ciples, on'",hich s~ch~leét~0n.:sJi~ve
'ta en Espaiía que lo eS,al' cabo de beeo 'conducted lnmodemtlmes,
,trescientosaiiosdentrl:>yadersi~lo let him read Doblado's Létters Ú'om
décimonono." '" EloXO'io de Doña 18- 'Spain i pp. 103 ~ 107. 'Theunivcr
'a.bel, Mem., de la, cad. de Hist., sity of Barcelona was' suppl'essed
tomo vi. in tha beginning oC the last ceritu-

, 136 Ant~,Introdriction; Sect.2; ry. Laborde has taken a. brief sur
,Fart l.Jph~ter19; Part ~I~,Chap- vey:of the present dilapidated con
ter 2I;~ The "Pragmattcas del dition of the others, at leastas it
"Revno '" comprises' various ordi- was in '1830, .since'which ir can
cnañees,- de~ning' the" privileges of scarcely haya mendéd. Itinéraire,
Salamanca, andVallado.lid, the 'tomo vi. p. 144, etseq~ "
manner oC conferring degrees, arid

unTR'
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playednew and: more. beautiful varieties; under.,:th,e
influeIice oÍ'1talianculture. 187.

·Withthis moraldevelopement of ,the nation,.the
pub~ic r~venues, the sure index, when' unfo~ced';,o.f;.
public prosperity,went on' augmentingwith aston";
ishing rapidity. In 1474, theyear of IsabeIla's
accession, the ordinary rents of theCastiliancrow.n
amounted to 885,000rea18 ;188 in 1477, to 2,390,078 ;'
in 1482, after tlíe resumption of the royal grants, to
12,711,591; and finalIy:in 1504,·when. the.acquisi";
tion ofGranada 139 ·and the dom'estic tr~nquillity oÍ'
the,kingdom had· encouraged the free:expansion oí
aH' its. res0l:lrces,. to 26,283,334; or thirty tiro'es the
amount-"re.ceived at· her accession.1~, AH, .this,.,,it

.' 137 See. tlla conclutling 'Dote 10 tDune Archiepiscop,o Toletano,.et si era
tlíis chapter. ..... '. . .' , qui sunthorum similes, .quorum
" Erasmus, ina livelr anO! elegant autoritas tuetur, lienignitas alit fo~
epistle to his friend, Francis Ver- vetque bonas artes." Epistolre,' p.
gara, Greek professor at Alcalá, in 978.' '. , . ' . 'n1\1527, lavishes unbounded panegyric . 138 Tbe sums inthe textexpress
on. the .science: and,literature of the real de vellon; to 'which they
Spain, whosepalmy state he attrib-, have been reduced by Señór' CIe
utes to Isabella's patronage; and mencin,from' tbe originalamount
tbe coop,erationof.some of her en~ in maravedis; which variedvery
Jight~nedsubj~cts. ," -.-.-,' Hjspa- materialIy in vaIue in differentyeara.

, .Dire vestrre, tanto' successu,priscam' Mem~ de la Acad., de 'Hist., tom.'
.eruditionis gloriam ,sibipostliminiovi. TIust 5." ", ..' ~ ... '.. .
.vindicanti. Qurequum semperet ;139 The kingdomofGranada ap:"
regionis. amrenitate fertilitatéque,pears~o have contributed rather
semper . ingeniorum emi~entium less than one cighth'of the.whol~
ubere proventu, semper belhca lau- tax. ..\ '. .
de fioruerit',quid desiderari poterat 140 In. addition .10 ~he last men;'
ad summam felicitatem, nisi ut tioned sum,the extraordinary ser~.
studiorum et religionis adjungeret 'vice voted by'cortes, forthe dowry
ornamenta', <juibus aspirante Deo ofthe mfantas, 'and' other mattera,
sic paucis annis effioruit ut meteris 'in 1504, 'amounted to 16,113,014
regionibus quamlibethoc decorum reals devel}o~; making asum total,

.genere, prmcellentibus vel invidire for tbat year, of 42,396,348 re~.

queatessevel exemplo. .. .. ... ..... Thebulk of tbe crown revenues
Vos" istiim felicitatem' secundum was derived from the alcavalas, and
Deum débatis laudatissimre Regi- the tercias,. or two niriths ofthe ,

'narumElisabetre, Francisco. Car- ecclesiastical tithes.' Theseimpor-
dinali quondam,. Alonso Fonsecre tant statements. were transeribe~

. ·PART'
.' 11. '

Augmen
tation of
revenue.
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will.be remembered, ,was derived from tbe. custom·, CHAPTER. '"

ary esÚl.blished taxes,without the impositionof:.a XXVI.

single newone. , Jndeed, the improve.ments in·the
mode of collection tendedmateriallytoJighten .the
burdens on thepeople~.·

Theaccountsofthe;population 'at tbisearly ,pe-, IDcreaB~of
. populatlon

riod ar{f, for' the most part, vagué;arid unsatisfactory.
Spain, ;in particular, has been ·thesubject ,ofthe.
most absurd, though, as it seems,'Dotincredible,es-'
timates, sufficiently evincing the paucity of authentic
data.'Hl. Fortunately,however"we labor under,no"
sllch embarrassment as regards Castile in Isabella~s

reigo. By. aílofficial report to thecrown on the
orgaJlization .of .the-.militia,· in.~ ·1492"it",' appears
(hat the.population ofthe kingdom 'amounted'.to·
1,500,000 vecinos o~(!i.o!1sehold~r~ ;1 ~r,: al'o~ing¡{oU);bra yGenerarfe'
an(} ahalf to a famil] GaJmoderate·estimate~, to '-
6,750,000 souls. H~ This census, it will. beob-l
served, wasllimited tOtl16 pl'ovinces imínediately1

froínth'ebooks ofthe' escribanÚl of the kiIigdom, fully expose the
f!Ul!I01" de rentas, in the archives oí -extravagance oC preceding ,esti-
Simancas. Ibid., ubi supra. mates.,

141 The pretended amount of 142 These interesting particulars ~

population has beeo generally in ara obtained from a· memorial; pre
the ratio of the distance of tha. pe-, pared by arder oí Ferdinand and
riod taken, and, oí course, of the ~ !sabella, by thair contador, Alonso
difficulty ofrefutation.Afew ran- ,de Quintanilla, 00 the moda oí en';'
dom,remarks ofancient 'Writers. rolling and. arming tha militia, in
haya proved thé basia.for thewild":, 1492; as a preliminary step to
est hypotheses, raising .. the es!i-_ which, ha pro~ured a cens~ ofthe, .
mates to the total of what the Boíl, .actual populatlon oí tha kingdom:
undar the highest possiblecultiva-•.. It is ~reserved in a voln~aentitled
tion, would be capable oC Bupport-. ,Relaciones tocantes á la Junta de la
ing. ,. Even for so recent: a period ,Hermandad, in tha~ rich. na~ional
as. Isabella's' time,; the estimate. repository, tha a!chives oí Sunan-
commonly received does.not fallo caso Sea a coplons extract, apud
below eighteen or twEmty millions.,. lUem. de la Acad. de HiSt., tomo vi.
Theofficial:returris,cited. in. the, Apend. 012••. ,,' .

.text, oí the most populousportion' -' '.'
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composing ~the crown. oí Castile,to the exc1usion: oí.
Gran'ada~, Navarre, and the :Aragonese dóminions.-:l43,

It \VaS taken, moreover, 'before the nation,had ti~e:
to recruitfrom ,the'long and:exhausting 'struggle.o(
the Moorish war, and twenty:-five years before, "the,

. cIose ~f the:·ieign, when the population, under,cir
cumstancespeculiarly favorable,. must :have.~welled
to: a', rnl1ch )arger: :amount.: Thus circumscribed,
however, it'was pI:obably consid~rabIyin.:ad~ance·
of ;thaLof .EngIand: at t.he' sam~ ..period. 144 ::: HoW.
have .the"destinies of .the two.cóuntriessinee ·been
reve'rsed ! r. . . " ..,"': ' .. , :,

ral'

, ;• ' ,j

143 1 am acquainted with no suf- . losses sustained by the copiaDa em
ficient.and,authentic data for com-igrations during the first fifteen
puting the population, at this·time,·: years after 1he eonquest;' although
of the -crown of Aragon, always. there has been no lack of.confident
greatly below ~that or, the sister" asseition; aS.to botl1, in later wri:,n
kingdom•. 1 find, as Httle. ta be re- terso 'Thé desideratum, in regard
lied on,notwithstanding'the nu- ·.toGranaÜá,wilI now probably.not
merous' estimates, inone form'or, besupplied; thepublic offiees in
anotlier, .vouchsafed by historians the kingdom ofAlagon, ifsearched
ariCl' travellers, of the population with the~Bame ,industry as; those in
of Granada. Marineo enumerates. Castile, would doubtless afford the
fourteen cities and ninety-s6ven means for correctingthe crudeesti
towns, (oIll,itting, as.he. says,many. mates, so..eurrent respecting that
.placesoflessnote,) at the time,of' country~ "'.: ',:' . ,: .:,',.
the conquest;' a'statement obvious:,,' .>144 Hal1am,' in his ce Constitu-

.Ir too vague ,for, ,sta~BticaI:p.'ur':-.: tional, Histriryof. England,",·esti
poses. (Cosas. Memorables;fol< ~ates tbe pC)pulatlon oí the '~e!11m" .
179.) The capital, swelled by the.· 10 1485,. at 3,000;000, ,(vol. l~··p~

¡nflux from the coüntry, contained, , lO.)\The discrepancies;;howéver,
accordingto. ~im', 200,000 souls at. ~f the best bisto.ria~8'on tbis. s~b- '.
the same perIOdo (Fol. 177.) .' In: Ject, prove tbe dIfHculty ofarrlvmg
1506,,8.t the time·ofthe forced co~- at even a proba.bleresul~~: Hume,
version8~ wefind the .ilUmbersIn on theauthontyof: ~Ir Edward
the' city dwindled to fifty, or at,Coke, .puts t~e populatlOn of Eng-
most, seventy thousand... (Comp.. land (Includmg p~ople oí all sorts):
HIeda; Corónica, lib; 5, cap. 23,and ' a :century,later'.ID 1.588, .at only

.Bernaldez, ·ll.eyes Católicos; l\fS:, 900!OOO... ~~e ,h~s!orIan CItes Lo-.
cap. 159.) .:'Loose as these estl- dovlco,GUlc~lardml" howe~er, for
mates necessarily are, 've have .no' anotber .estlmate, as hl~h .. as
bettertoguideus in calculatmg' 2,000,000, for the same relgnof

. the total amonnt· oí tbe population' Queen Elizabeth. History of Eng ,,
of the Moorish kingdoin; OY 'of the land, vol. vi. Append. 3..,
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"' ~The "'territorial lirnits of themonarchy, in :;the CHAPTER

Dlean time, went on expanding beyondexampl"e;:~ XXVI.

'GastilEr aIid '.Leon,:' .brough't underthe same scep-
tre :with 'Aragonanddis foreign dep~ndencies, Sici.:.
ly:and"Sardinia,withthe ,;kingdoms· of Granada,
Navarre;a.ndNaples, with the,Canaries,:Oran,and
the:other '~ettlements in'Africa,,'and with,the:.isl-

: ands and: vast continents: oí America. Tú these
broad' dorna¡ns,·· the'comprehensive sch~mes~,:or~the
sovete,igns wouJd have' addedPortugal;and,their
árrangem'ents for this, although, ,defeated .'Jor. the
present, 'opened theway to its, 'eventúal 'completion
under Philip theSecond. 1~5 . , .

......_-·'''''·*ne -,peúy states~',which had" beforeswarmed~ oV'er :P~tri~t1IC
" . . pnnClp e.

die' Península, n'eutralizing' each ot,her'sopera.tions~

'and preventing alij. effec1!ive]emov.enient /alkQadbra yGenerarfe¡J
,;ere ,n?~ am(llga~a.t~'~,jn~o. one wliole. , Sectio~al . ~

UJ~al.ou~les ~nd,an,t]pathl~s" l~deed;,were too sturddy 1I

rooted tOo He '~holl~e~t~ngu.lshe~ ;but they. ~~adu~ 1I

a~ly!subs!de~,unde.r,th~ lnfl~~nc.eof. a comrn~n gov- .~~
ernment, and,cqmmunItyof-,lnterests. A more'en~lj
Hlrged sentiment, was infused into the peopl~, who, '~
in their foreign 'relatio~s" at 'least, assumed t~e ~~~i... . ~

··tudeQf· one great .. natlOp. ..Thenames. oí CastI1~an }i

ánd .Aragonese .were~merged in th~',c~mprehensive

one·..ofSpanhird;, 'an,dSpaip, ~itha~'empire:which
st~etched' 'oyer ',duee .quarters:of"the:· globe, :and
~hich';jlmostrealized',the 'proud bo'a'st, thaf the sun
never'. set' within .her; borders,now

f

rose,not: to. th~

145Phiú~ h; ~lai~~d tlié Poriu~ nand arid !saballa, who, as the read·
guesecrownin fight ofhismother, er may femember,.manie~_King
and his wife, both descended from Emanuet "
Maria, third daughter ~f ;Ferdi- ..

j,

I
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first class only, but to the' tirst plac'e, in the scate 'oí'
European'powers. "

Thé '-extracirdinary circumstances .oí the' countty
tendednaturalIy to nouri~h the lofty, romantíc·qual...
ities,~ and the somewhat exaggerated .tóne"of senti~:

mel1t,whi<~h always pervaded·the nationalcharacter."
The ageof chivalry had not faded. away in8pain;
a~ in most otber l'!Pds.l46 1t was fostered, jn .time
of peace,. by the tourneys, jousts, 'and otber.warlike
pageants; which grace~ the court of.IsabelIa,.:J17· It
gIeamed out,' as :we have semi, in :the J talia~' ~am~"

paigns. under .Gonsalvo de Cordova, andshone fortb
in aH its splendors in tbe war of Grana~a. "" This
"was á right. gentle war,"says'Navagiero,'in 'apas~

sagetQo pertinent to be omitted, "in which, asfire-::
arms: were. comparatively¡.little use(), eachrknightneral
had· the oRPortrinit~ ofi" sllowing." fiís personal prow~
ess'; and. rare was it, that ·a· day passed.withou~

sorne :feaL oí arms ':lnd .valorous exploit.: . ·The
nobilitr. and chivalry. of the landall thronged there
togather: renown., H Queen IsabeI,who attended .

....,
·~ '", .' ".".. .
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with her, whole court, breathed courage into every
heart. There wasscarce a cavalier,who lva,s not __--'
enamoured of sorne- one ar other.oí. her ladies, _tbe
witiH~~ss oí bis· achievements", and ' :who, .as ·she
presented himhis weapons, or som'e -:token oí her,
favor; admonished himto bear himself like· a true
knight, and show the strength of his passion by his
valiant deeds. 148 What kn~ght so craven,then;"
exdaiins ~thechivalrousVenetian,' "that he would
Ilothave been ,more than' a match for thestoutest
adversary.; ar who would not sooner have losthis
lifa a' thousand times; than:' return dishonored to, the
lady of his',love.. "In truth," heconc1udes, ".this
conquést:may be said to have been' a~hieved':by
l~ve,' rather than 'by arms." 149 ,

..c; n U e .;a.lde 'ha 11; d
, ,,148 Oviedo notices tba existence tbe highest repute to this day" with
of a lady-love, even witli 'cavaliers his countryrnen. He' '\Vas not,
who hao passed their prime, as a, however", exclusively devoted to
ithing of¡quite as imperative neces-' lettera, but was employed in several
siiy,' in bis 'day, as 'it was :after-foreign missions by the republic.
~ards .regarded by the galIant" Jt was on his. vislt to Spain, as
knight of'La; Mancha. "Costum- minister to Charles Y.,soon after
brees en España. entre los señores that monarch's accession, that he
dé estádo' que 'vériidos 'á la: corte,wrote his Travels.; 'arid he filled tha
aunque n6:estén' enamQra40s,6 q~e sa~e office ~t th~ cOurt oí Francia
pasen de la mitad de la edad fingir l., when he died, at the prematura
que aman por servir y favorescer á age offorty·six,in 1529.:: (Tira
alguna. dama, y gastar como quien boschi, Letteratura Italiana, tomo
son en fiestas y otras cosas que 86 VÜ. parto 3, p. 228, ed. 1785;) His
ofrescen de tales pasatiempos ., 'death was universally lamented ~y
amores, sin que les dé_ pena CUpl- tha good; and the learned of: hlB
do."... Quincuagenas, 'MS.';\~at. 1, time, and is commemorate~byhia

, 'quinc.l, dial. 28." ,""'"e-. ". friend; Cardin~Bembo,m .t~~
'. 149ViagEjo, fo~. 27.' ,...' Bonnets, breathmg all.tbe senslbih-
. Andrea NavaglBro, whose 1tme-ty ?f-that tende,rand ele~ant~poet. ,
rary hasbeen oC snch frequent ref- .(RlIDe, ,Son. 109, 110.) Nava.
erence in these pages, was 'a noblegiero becomes connected with Cas
Venetian, born in 1483.·', He. be- tilianliteratura by tha circumstance
cama very. early distinguished, in of Boscan's~referring tobisBUg
bis cultivatedcapital, fOI bis' schol- gestion the mnovation he, so suc-

• arsbip, ,poetical' talents,and elo- ,cessfully mada in tbe formsof iha
'quenoo, ofwhich he has left speci- 'national.verse. ,. ,Obras,.fol. 20,.ed.
mens, especially in Latinverse, in 1543. '
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The8paniard ,vas, a, kllight-errant; in itsJiteral·
sense,l50 roving over seas on .whichno, bark: had~

, ever ventured, among islands and continentswhere.
, no civilized man had, ever, trodden; and which fanqy"
peopIed with aH the mal'vels and drear 'enchant7
ments of romance; eourting danger in every for,m",
eombating everywhere;and everyw,here, vict~riolls,..
The very odds preserited by the defenee.Iess n,a,.,tiyes
among whom hewas cast, ",a thou'sandof:whom,~~,:

to quote .the words of Colllmbus,,"weren~t,~qqa~,

to "three Spaniard~," was in itself typic~l pf ~~~. pr()~:
fession '; 151 and, the brill iant 'destinies .to Whic~" tpe;,
méariest adve~turer ~w~s 'often ' called, .no":,, earvi~g

out lvith' bis good sword sorne,," El Dorad~," ,more
splendid than faney had dre,amed of, apd, no~v, o.,,~·r::

t~rning,sorne oId. ,barbarie dynastx, were fuIl...as· eX:~ne arf
tnlOrdinauy as tlie:wi1des~ chinl,eras ~~hieh', Arl0st~
ever sang; or, Cervantes satirize'd~ " ' , , ,

J\nUJ\:UHis eountrymen \vho 'remain'~d atho~e, fee~ing
greediIy .~~ the r'eports o(his adventures, liv~d.:ak
mo.st, e.quallyi~aD ,atmosphere of romance~~,,','A

spirit of'chiva,.l~ous·enthusias~p~ne1:rated't~e~ery

'dept'hs' oí' ihe ' 'na~ion"swell~rig :~thf.,b.um,~je.s~}~,~k
.. : ,.. ".:, .,. '.. ,

, ~, '

,150 Fernando de' Pulgar, arter Fijosdalgós de Castilla." Claros
enumerating various cavaliers oí Varones, tito 17.. ,'.'. " "
his acquaintance, who had jour- 151" Son todos,~' says theAd
'neyedto distant climes in quest oí miral," de ningun ingenio eo"las
adventures and honorable feats of armas, YUlliy l?o~ardes, ,quemi.l no '

-- arms, continues,-" E oí decir de aguadariari,tres"!, (PrImer Vlage
otros Castellanos que con ánimo de de Colon.) "What could the. bard
.Caballeros fueron por, los Reynos ofchivalry,say more? " ,'.'
estraiíos .á facer armas· con 'qual- «Ma que1 eh; al timar non diede albergó;':

quier Caballero que, quisiere· facer- ,Estima In vil ~urba e l' arme tante : .' ,
" é' ' Quel che dentro a1la mandra llH' aer cupo,

las con ellos, .por, ellas. ga!1aron II Dumer dell' agnelle estlmi 11 lupa." ,' , ,
,honra' para sí, é fama devahentes _ OrlaDdoFuri~o, canto 1~.

y esforzad~s Caballerospar¡¡ los ~ . - ú,;:'!~:~./J~l
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vid'ual :with 1óftyaspirations"and a proud consciou~~j; CHAPTER

.ness:ofthe':dignityof .his,'nature. ".Theprincely; XXVI.

disposition.of the '8panhuds,',' says:a.for~igner qf:,
the time~:" delightethme much,aswell as thegen-.:
tle" n'urture: an~drioble conversa:tion, not ¡merely Qf.
those ~ ofhigh:degree,. but of the citizen, peasa.nt,.
and,com'mOn:laborer.'?152 Whatwonder th(~.t suc;h
sentim'ents should: beJound incompatiblewith so.b~r,

methodicalhabits;of business, 01' that.the nationjn~.

~ulgin~fthero shOuld ,be',seduced from the. hu~q.le:

paths ófdomes~ic: industryto: a, brilliant and:, b<:>lder.
career"of ,adventure. .,'Such· consequencesbecame
too apI>arént,intheJollowing reign. l53

. ' . .

" In ,Doticing· the cir'cúms.···tances.that~ conspired'to Spirit ot
bigotry.

forro. the Íl~tional charactér,. it' would, .heu~P'lrdo~-

· cible 'to' oll)it' the", establisHment oíc:the 'inquisition,.
which contributedso largel:y.~o: counterb~lance the.
benefit's. reslllting frOm' IsabelIa's government ;an
'. ~ ... ",' ": " : .. , . . . .. , . ,',:. : ' ' . .
in·st.itut~on' wHich,bas" done' more' than any ,otber, t~
stay, thep'roud .march 'oí human,reason; which,:,~by

·~mposi'lÍg,lJniformity,·.ofcreed,has,prov'ed the fruit
,~l 'parkn<óf 'hypocrisy' and supers~ition;'.which has
· souted the' sweet charities of human.life~l~·~nd,'~et-

152 L. Marine~, Cosa.sMemora- 'thicken~ aslhestréamof bistory
bles, fol. 30. .,' '. '.. ~'·'descends.· See se'veral collected:by
,'.~ 153 ,,1'- Spagnoli, ~1 saya. tbaVa- 'Capmany (Mem~ ~eBarcelona, tomo
,netian..,minister,· ":noo solo in'que- 'iiLpp; 358 el seq.),' who certainly
,sto paesedi Granata, ma in tuttir'lcannot becharged with ministering
,restodellaSpauoainedesimamente, to thevaniti oí his'countrymen.'
non sono' m~to. industriosi," ne ' 154,ODe may trace its immediate

· .piantano, ne'13:voranovolontieri lainflrience' in tbs ,writings of a roan·
,terra;:ma'>se· danno 'adaltro, elika tbs ~urate óf Los Palacios, .
piu volontieri,vaimoalla.·guerra, onaturally,'asitwoul~se'eni,of an .
.a,ll~.... .'Ind.iel,~.d...,... ~~q~istaz:s.i .. faculta; ..... amia.bIe,. humane' disp.osni,on ;"but

.... che per,tal VIe."· (V¡agglo,fo1.25.) .·.•whocomplacentlyremarkS, "~hey'
,'T~stimonies to tha .sama purport : (Ferdinand and Isab1311a)lighted
" • '. • ••••• ".' •.' ,'. ',.' .', •• I ••
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