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of the mercantile marine may be inferred from that
of the military, which enabled the sovereigns to fit
out an armament of seventy sail in 1482, from the
ports -of Biscay and Andalusia, for the defence of
Naples against the Turks. Some of their regu-
lations, indeed, as those prohibiting the exporta-
tion of the precious metals, savour too strongly of
the ignorance of the true principles of commercial
legislation, which has distinguished the Spaniards
to the present day. But others, again, as that for
relieving the importation of foreign books from all
duties, ¢because,” says the statute, ¢ they bring
both honor and profit to the kingdom, by the facil-
ities which they afford for making men learned,”
are not only in advance of that age, but may sus-
tain an advantageous ‘comparison with ‘provisions on

225

CHAPTER
VL

corresponding subjects in Spain at the present time.

Public credit was reéstablished by the punctuality
with which the gOVernment redeemed the debt con-
tracted durihg thg Pbrtugﬂese war; and, vnlotwith'-
Standing the i'epeal_ of various arbitrary imposts,
Which enriched the exchequer under Henry the

ourth, such was the advance of the country un-
der the wise economy of the present reign, that the
‘°venue was augmented nearly six fold between the
years 1477 and 1482,

Thus I'eleaséd from the heavy burdens imposed
o0 it, the Spring of enterprise recovered its former
o ﬁ&ﬁ&iﬁcﬁdﬁ;ﬁfnﬁ%fﬂ; o Mo v o i
liv, 6, t?{ 32 i ib. 5, tit. 8, ley 2; of commerce and general security

*9» ley 49 Lib. 6, tit. 10, of property, as that respecting

Prosperity
of the king-
dom,
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elasticity. 'The productive capital of the country
-was made to flow through the various channels of
.domestic industry. The hills and the valleys again

~rejoiced in the labor of the husbandman; and the

cities were embellished with stately edifices, both
public and private, which attracted the gaze and
commendation of foreigners.®® The writers of
that day are unbounded in their plaudits of Isabel-
la, to whom they principally ascribe this auspicious
revolution in the condition of the country and its
inhabitants,”® which seems almost as ‘magical as
one of those transformations in romance wrought
by the hands of some benevolent fairy. **

VI. The preéminence of the royal authority.

’

‘convtracts, (lib. 5, tit. 8, ley' 5,) of twelve folio volumes in mant-

- fraudulent tradesmen, '(hib. 5,
tit. 8, ley-5,) — purveyance.
(lib. 6, tit. 11, ley 2 et al. — Re-
copilacion de las Leyes, lib. 5, tit.
20,21, 22; Iib. 6, tit. 18, ley 1.
— Pulgar, Reyes Catblicos, part.
2, cap. 99. ~—Zurita, Anales, tom.
iv, fol. 312, Mem. de ‘la Acad.
de Hist., tom. vi. Ilust. 11.) -
The revenue, it appears, in 1477,

amounted to 27,415,228 marave--

dies ; and in the year 1482, we find
itincreased t0 150,695,288 marave-
dies. (Ibid., Ilust. 5.)—A survey of
the kingdom was made between
the years 1477 and 1479, for the pur-

pose of ascertaining the value of the -

royal rents, which formed the basis
ofthe economical regulations adopt-
ed by the cortes o? Toledo. Al-
though this survey was conducted
on no uniform plan, yet, according
to Seiior Clemencin, it exhibits
such a variety of important de-
tails respecting the resources and
population of the country, that it
must materially contribute towards
an exact history of this period.
The compilation, which consists

script, is deposited in the archives
of Simancas. : Zat
52 One of the statutes passe a
Toledo expressly provides for td?
erection of spacious and hablzlen
some edifices (casas grandes Y i
fechas) for the transaction of !1;:1 .
cipal affairs, in all the pnnd};n
towns and cities in the King¢ t" 1
Ordenangas Reales, lib. 7, U
ley 1. — See.also L. Mar® o
Cosas Memorables, passim,—
al.‘gt‘l‘c :}"osa fue por cierto Marav”
llosa,” exclaims Pulgar, 11
Glosa on the Mingo Rbres y
“que lo que muchos hcur:1 o
grandes seiiores no se acor 3

- una
s afios, solo
hacer en mucho ’ gob erng;

muger, con su trabajo, ¥ i

. . e .
cion lo hizo en  poco )

; Co&]a 21.

e beautiful lines of Virgih

8o often misapplied,

“Jam redit et Virgo;
Jam nova progenles,” &¢-
seem to admit here of 2

application. - g

redeunt Saturnis

jertinent
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This, which, as we have seen, appears to have cnarrer

VL

been the natural result of the policy of Ferdinand ———

and Isabella, was derived quite as much from the
influence of their private characters, as from their
public measures. Their acknowledged talents were
supported by a dignified demeanor, which form-
ed a striking contrast with the meanness in mind

and manners, that had distinguished their prede- -

cessor. They both exhibited a practical wisdom
in their own personal relations, which always com-
mands respect, and which, however it may have

savoured of worldly policy in Ferdinand, was, in’

his consort, founded on the purest and most exalt-
ed principle. Under such a sovereign, the court,
which had been little better than a brothel under
“the preceding reign, became the nursery of virtne

and generous ambition. ' Isabella’watched assidu-

ously over the nurture of the high-born damsels of
her court, whom she received into the royal palace,
causing them- to be educated under her own eye,
nd endowing them with liberal portions on their
Marriage, % By these and similar acts of affection-
Ate solicitude, she endeared herself to the higher
classes of her subjects, while the patriotic tendency
of her public conduct established her in the hearts
of the people. She possessed, in combination with
d:ifgrmddelas])oﬁas, apudMem., nancas . Reales, lib. 2, tit. 14, ley

‘_ficad. de Hist,, tom. vi. Ilust. 31 ; lib. 8, tit. 10, ley 7.) L.‘I‘Vian-
diScipﬁng ;’:e example of the moral neo, according to whom, *¢ hell

troduced by Isabella in is full .of gamblers,” highly com-

meﬂfa Urt, We may cite the emact- mends the sovereigns for their
beeq cagg'lmSt gaming, which had efforts to discountenance this vice,
the pr:;:f d to great excess under Cosas Memorables, fol. 165.

ing reigns. (See Orde-
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the feminine qualities which beget love, a mascu-
line energy of _character, which struck terror into
the guilty. She enforced the execution of her own
plans, oftentimes at the risk of great personal
danger, with a resolution surpassing that of her
husband. Both were singularly temperate, indeed,
frugal, in their dress, equipage, and general style
of living ; seeking to affect others less by external
pomp, than by the silent though more potent influ-
ence of personal qualities. On all such occasions
as demanded it, however, they displayed a princely
magnificence, which dazzled the multitude, and is
blazoned with great solemnity in the garrulous
chronicles of the day. * - »

The tendencies of the present administration
were undoubtedly to strengthen the power of the
crown. - This was the point, to which most of the
feudal governments of Europe at this epoch were
tending. But Isabella was far from being actuated
by the selfish aim or unscrupulous policy of many
contemporary princes, who, like Louis the Elev-
enth sought to govern by the arts of dissimula-

% See, for example, the splendid “iate of Los Palacios dev(ilt;s}i?:
ceremony of Prince John’s bap- 32d and 33d chapters of
tism, to which the gossiping Cu- tory. s ™

B R S of
" The sixth volume of the Mem-. of her personal O}!aracter’daerxl'dher
oirs of the Royal Spanish Acade- the condition of science m; o o
my of History, published in 1821, government. These esshy being
is devoted altogether to the reign hibit much curious resesre lo con-

¢
of Tsabella, Itis distributed into derived from unquestionable €y
Tllustrations, as they are termed, temporary documents, prid

of the various branches of the ad- manuscript
ministrative policy of the queen, archives. They are c0

‘ ublic
and from nt;l;)(iale with
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tion, and to establish their own authority by fo- cmarrer
menting the divisions of their powerful vassals. — "
On the contrary, she endeavoured to bind together
the disjointed fragments of the state, to assign to
each of its great divisions its constitutional limits,
and, by depressing the aristocracy to its proper
level and elevafing the commons, to consolidate the
whole under the lawful supremacy of the crown.
At least, such was the tendency of her administra-
tion up to the present period of our history. These
laudable objects were gradually achieved without
fraud or violence, by a course of measures equally
laudable ; and the various orders of the monarchy,
brought into harmonious action with each other,
Were enabled to turn the forces, which had before
been wasted in civil conflict, to the glorious. ca-
reer of discovery and. conquest, which it was des-
tined to run during the remainder of the century.
:‘lll‘;g}; tliiis%emment§ and, as ‘they_ vived the wreck of scholarship in
TS0l traneactonsof ths olgn. top. whioh s Froquondly disin

A gn, tion, q y

i;et of inestimable service to the guished his countrfmen, combined

urf‘é’ga“-‘ The author of the vol- the liberal and enlarged opinions,

of the late lamented secretary which would do honor to any coun-
9Academy, Don Diego Cle- try. ‘ i
one of the few who sur- =

Mencip x




PART

CHAPTER VII.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MODERN INQUISITION.

Origin of- the Ancient Inquisition. — Retrospective View of the Jews in
Spain. — Their Wealth and Civilization.— Bigotry of the Age.—
Its Influence on Isabella.— Her Confessor, Torquemada.— Bull
authorizing the Inquisition. — Tribunal at Seville. — Forms of Trial.

- —Torture. — Autos da Fe, — Number of Convictions, — Perfidious
Policy of Rome., = . . '

\Ir is painful, after having dwelt so long on the
important, benefits resulting, to Castile from the
comprehensive policy of Isabella, to be compelled
to turn to the darker side of the picture, and to
exhibit her as accommodating herself to the illiberal
spirit of the age in which she lived, so far as 1
sanction one of the grossest abuses that ever dis-
graced humanity. The present chapter will be
devoted to the establishment and’ early progress of
the Modern Inquisition; an institution, which has
probably contributed more than any other causé 10
depress the lofty character of the ancient Spaniard,
and which has thrown the gloom of fanaticism OVer
those lovely regions which seem to be the naturé
abode of festivity and p]eaSUre.- LIRS .

In the present liberal state of knowledge .Wn
look with disgust at the pretensions of any h=




THE INQUISITION.

being, however exalted, to invade the sacred rights

of conscience, inalienably possessed by every man.
We feel that the spiritual concerns of an individual
may be safely left to himself, as most interested in
them, except so far as they can be affected by

argument or friendly monition; that the idea of

compelling belief in particular doctrines is a sole-
cism, as absurd as wicked ; and, so far from con-
demning to the stake, or the gibbet, men who
pertinaciously adhere to their conscientious opinions
in contempt of personal interests and in the face of
danger, we should rather feel disposed ‘to imitate
the spirit of antiquity in raising altars and statues
to_their memory, as having displayed the highest
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efforts of human virtue. But, although these truths i

are now so obvious as rather to deserve the name
of truisms, the world has- been slow, very slow. in
ariving at them, after many centuries of unspeak-
able oppression and misery. SCRLE
Acts of intolerance are to be discerned from the
earliest period in which Christianity became the
~ Gstablished religion of the Roman empire. But

Origin of the
Ancient In-
quisition.

they do not seem to have flowed from any systema-

tized plan of persecution, until the papal authority

had swollen to a considerable height. ‘The popes,

Who claimed the spiritual 'allegiance of all Chris-

tendom, regarded heresy as treason against them- .

Selves, and, as such, deserving all the penalties,

Whi_ch Sovereigns have uniformly visited on this, m ‘
their eyes, unpardonable offence. The crusades,

Which, in the early part of the thirteenth century,
SWept so fiercely over the southern provinces of

”
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rakT  France, exterminating their inhabitants, and blast-

| —— ing the fair buds of civilization which had put forth

| after the long feudal winter, opened the way to the

; inquisition ; and it was on the ruins of this once

S ~ happy land, that were first erected the bloody altars
‘ of that tribunal.’. C e =

After various modifications, the province of de-

tecting and punishing heresy was exclusively com-

mitted to the hands of the Dominican friars ; and

in 1233, in the reign of St. Louis, and under the

pontificate of Gregory the Ninth, a code for the

regulation of their proceedings was finally digested.

The tribunal, after having been. successively adopt-

o ione, € 1 Italy and Germany, was introduced into

toninto A7 Aragon, where, in 1242, additional provisions werc

agon,
1 Mosheim, Ecclesiastical His- ' quarto, (De Origine et Progressi
torly]',' translated by - -Maclaine,  Officii Sanctee Inquisitionis, atn};
Charlestown, 1810,) cent. 13, ti, 1598,) traces it up to 3 miC
.2, chap. 5.~ Sismondi, Histoire more remote antiquity, which, to ‘:
des Francais, (Paris, 1821,) tom. Protestant ear at least, savoursdpo
vi. chap. 24 - 28 tom. vii. chap. 2, - a little of blasphemy. Accorci?
3,—Idem, De la Littérature du to him, God was the first lﬂqgﬁl
Midi de I’Europe, (Paris, 1813,) tor, and his condemnation of Af i
tom. i. 'chap. 6.—In the former and Eve furnished the model 0 -
of these works M. Sismondi has judicial forms observed in the o
described the physical ravages of als of the Holy Office. The f?fhe
the crusades in southern France; tence of Adam was the typo. o/
with the same spirit and eloquence, inquisitorial reconciliation; his of
~ with which he has exhibited their - sequent raiment of the sklltlﬁ e
desolating moral influence in the animals was the model © T
latter. Ny ~ san-benito, and his expulsw]lll p
Some Catholic writers would Paradise the precedent for t Beﬁcs‘
fain excuse St. Dominic from the fiscation of the goods of h‘ffces .
imputation of having founded the This learned personage deghuroug
Inquisition. It is true he died succession of in ulsxtorltzI buchad-
some years before the perfect or- the patriarchs, Moses, % oW 10
Eamzation of that tribunal ; but,as nezzar, and King David, o our
e established the principles on John the Baptist, and even
which, and the monkish militia, by Saviour, in whose :
whom, it was administered, it i3 conduct he finds abuncd daey
doing-him no injustice to regard ty for the tribunal! Pg“; gt 1,
‘him a8 its real author.— The Si- 'grigine Inquisitionis, lib. 1,
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those of 1233, which may properly be considered
as the primitive instructions of the Holy Office in

Spain.2 - -

This Ancient Inquisition, as it is termed, bore
the same odious peculiarities in its leading features
as the Modern ; the same impenetrable secrecy in
its proceedings, the same insidious modes of accu-
sation, a similar use of torture, and similar penalties

for the offender. A sort of manual, drawn up by
Eymerich, an Aragonese inquisitor of the fourteenth
- century, for the instruction of the judges of the

Ho.ly Office, prescribes all those ambiguous forms
?f Interrogation, by which the unwary, and perhaps
mnocent victim might be circumvented.® The

t02 Sismondi, Hist. des Frangais,
M. vil. chap. 3.-— Limborch,

18tory of the Inquisition, trans-

lated by Chandler (
s (Liondon, 1731

{’;’Pk 1, chap. 24,-— Llorente, Hié)-
Ire Criti ue de I’Inquisition d’Es-
pagne! &l'lS, 1818,) tOm. io po
Con Jefore this time we find a
: UStitution of Peter I. of Aragon
agiz:.mst heretics, prescribing in cer-
andl tt;lazf.es. the burning of heretics
h 1198 confiscation of their estates,
sive .[?l ] lgnrlt_zlq, Marea Hiis)panica,
s Hispanic istis
1688,) p. 1384, © o ( B
tus tlc- Antonio, Bibliotheca Ve-
Hint gm.,n. P. 186, — Llorente,
110;18 VInquisition, tom. i. pp.
of the Iﬁétr: uigblanch cites some

ofoih:awﬂ?lse authority in the courts
th :
3 of Gratian’s Decretals in other

€celesingt Tk _
thesesigzucal Judicatures. One of

of the gsufﬁce to show the spirit

hhole. ¢ When the in-
48 ‘an opportunity, he

Yuisitop

ctions from Eymerich’s -

uisition he compares to -

shall manage so as to introduce to
the conversation of the prisoner
some one of his accomplices, or
any other converted heretic, who
shall feign that he still persists in
his heresy, telling him that he had
abjured for the sole purpose of
escaping punishment, by deceiving
the inquisitors. Having thus gain-
ed his confidence, he shall go into
his cell some day after dinner, and,
keeping ur the conversation till
night, shall remain with him under

pretext of its being too late for him

to return home. He shall then
urge the prisoner to tell him all
the particulars of his past life, hav-
ing first told him the whole of his

.own; and in the mean time spies

shall be keFt in hearing at the
door, as wel

masked, translated by Walton,

(London, 1816,) vol. i. pp. 238,

'

as a notary, in order
to certify what may be said with-:
“in.”  Puigblanch, Inquisition Un-
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framed by the council of Tarragona, on the basis of cmaprER -
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principles, on which the ancient Inquisition was
established, are no less repugnant to justice, than
those which regulated the modern; although the
former, it is true, was much less extensive in its
operation. The arm of persecution, however, fell

~ with sufficient heaviness, especially during the thir-

teenth and fourteenth centuries, on the unfortunate
Albigenses, who from the proximity and political
relations of Aragon and Provence, had become nu-
merous in the former kingdom. The persecution
appears, however, to have been chiefly confined to
this unfortunate sect, and there is no evidence that
the Holy Office, notwithstanding papal briefs to
that effect, was fully organized in Castile, before
the reign of Isabella. 'This is perhaps imputable to
the paucity of heretics in that kingdom. It can-
not, at any rate, be charged to any lukewarmness
in its sovereigns; since they, from the time of St
Ferdinand, who heaped the fagots on the blaz-
ing pile with his own hands, down to that of
John the Second, Isabella’s father, who hunted the
unhappy heretics of Biscay, like so many wild
beasts, among the mountains, had ever evinced 2
lively zeal for the orthodox faith.* |

4 Mariana, Hist. de Espaiia, lib. clothes and beaten with 70ds W &
12, cap. 11; lib. 21, cap. 17.—  priest, three Sundays in wwf ﬂf
Llorente, Hist. de 1'Inquisition, from tke%ate of the city to ;},gld%od of
tom. i, chap. 3. —The nature of the church; not to eatan le life ;
the penance imposed on reconciled animal food during his Who €?thoui
heretics by the ancient Inquisition to keep three Lents a year, W1 from
was much more severe than that even eating fish; to “bs‘ag; g in
of later times. Llorente cites an fish, oil, and y,,ne‘thwe ey: in
act of St. Dominic respecting a the week during life, qxg lgbor;
Berson of this description, named case of sickness or excessiv with 3

once Roger. The penitent was to wear a religious dress ch

commanded to be * stripped of his small cross embrol

dered on €2




