1 85

ants, terrified -at the tumult and at the preparatlons CHAPTER
which the people Wwere makingto put- their mena- — "
ces'into’ éxecution, besought ‘their mistress to causg
the gates to' be secured -more’ strongly; as :the only
mode of defence against the infuriated mob: " Baut,
instead of listening to their counsel, she bade' them

-Temain quietly in’ the apartment, 'and descended
herself into the court-yard, where she ordered:the
portals to be ‘thrown open for "the" admission of the
peoplé. - She’stationed herself . at. the ' further ex-
tremity of * the - area,! and, as the populace poured

" In, calmly demanded the:cause of ‘the" insurrection:
“ Tell me,” ‘said" she, # what are your grievances,
and I-will do'all in'my power to redress''them ; for-
I am sure that what is for your interest, must: be
also for mine, and for that of the:whole” city.”” i'The.
insurgents,’ abashed by;the unexpected presence of
their ‘sovereign, as ‘well as by hercool and dignified
demeanor,' teplied,  that/rall they desired was the
removal ‘of ‘Cabrerafrom: the government of: the
city. . « He is deposed already,” answered .the
Queen, ¢ and- 'you have ‘my: authonty to: turniout .
such of his oﬁicers as are. Stl]l in"the castle, which I
shall intryst to’ otie of my own setvants, on whom
I'can’ 1ély. 1.2 The people, pacified ' by’ these" assurs
ances, shouted, ‘¢ Long live  the queen!” and,“_ iin
®agerly hastened to obey her. mandatess £50

After- thus turmng aside - the edge of - popular-‘-’ e

fury, Isabella proceeded W1th ‘her.retinue to:the - °
toyal residence: jn. the clty, attended by the ﬁckle» U
multitude; Whom she agam addressed ‘o arnvmg |
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there, admonishing them to, return to their voca-
tions,- as this- was no time for calm . inquiry ; and
promising, that, if_they would send three. or four of
their number to' her on the morrow to report the
extent of their grievances, she' would examine into

the affair,” and render justice to all parties. . The

mob acoordmgly dispersed, and the queen, after a
candid examination, having ascertained the ground-
lessness or gross: exaggeratl_on of - the misdemeanors
imputed to Cabrera, and traced the ;source of the

- ctonspiracy to the jealousy, of the blshop of Segowa

and his assocrates, reinstated the deposed alcayde

in- the full -possession -of his dignities, ‘which his

enemies, either. convinced. of the altered drsposmons

of the people; or believing that the favorable mo-
ment for resistance had escaped, made no further
attempts- to “disturh.. +Thus by, a- happy pres-

~encé .of ‘mind,- an aﬂ'alr, Whlch threatened at

its’ outset, Jdlsastrous consequerces, - was. settled

. without ; bloodshed or- comprom1se of the royal

. Isabelln vis-
its Beville.

gart 2, cap. 59, — Ferreras, Hist, . the deepest attachmens.”’

. W - " e .
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drgnlty Y oilingaln Beoori ok

. In the s summer of the followmg year 1477, Isa-
bella resolved to’ pay ‘a visit to . Estremadura and
Andalusia, for the purpose of composingthe dis-
sensmns, and mtroducmg a more efﬁcrent POllCea in

v '
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4.4« & i hls

S Carb al A.nales, MS o ano;‘,, ment, and hls sohcltude gorwn:h
76, — Pu gar, Reyes Catélicos,” vassals, whom he mspn'e (Qum-

’Espan'ne, tom, viii. p. 477, — “cuagenas, MS., ‘bat. 1, q;;r: o

Lebrija, Rerum Gestarum Decad.,” dial. 23.) The best pa}l::k 2n con-

~ fol. 41 42. — Gonzalo de 0v1ed0, his character, is the uns C iress

lavishes. many encomiums on Ca-- -fidence, wluch his . rOY of her

 brera, for ¢ his generons qualities, reposed in hlm tﬂ the ay

his singular prudence in govern- deatb
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these unhappy provinces ; which, from' their prox—
imity to the stormy frontier of . Portugal, as well as_
from the feuds between the . great houses. of ‘Guz-
man and Ponce de Leon, were plunged in-the most
frightful anarchy. * Cardinal Mendoza and her other
ministers remonstrated. against this imprudent ex-
posure of her ‘person, where ‘it wasso little likely
to be respected...: But she" replied, ¢ it ‘was true
there .were' dangers and inconveniences to: be.en-
countered ; but her fate was in God’s hands, and she
felt a eOnﬁdence" that he would guide to:a "pros-'-
perous - issue: such ‘designs:as. were nghteous 1n
themselves and resolutely conducted.” - e
~Isabella ‘experienced the most loyal..and magni-
ficent.: reception from -'the- inhabitants : of » Seville,
Wwhere she established her head-quarters.- The first
days of : her. residence:: there:: were~consumed. in

187
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VIi.

Her splendid
reception
there.

JSetes, tourneys; 'tilts of reeds, and other exercisesof
the- Castilian chlvalry “‘After this: she devoted-her =~

whole  time to ‘the great purpose of her: visit,* the
reformation ‘of abuses. " She held her:court in: the

Saloon ‘of “the - ‘alcazar, or royal ‘castle; where she wnt

Tevived ' the’ ancient practice of the Castilian sove=
Teigns, of présiding in' person over :the: administra-
tion of j Justlce. -Every Friday, she took her seat in

her chair of - ‘state, on ‘an. elevated platform covered -
with- cloth’ of gold, and ‘surrounded by her:council,

t(’ge'ther with the subordinate functionaries, and the

insignia of a court of justice. The members of

her | Pl'lVy councﬂ ‘and of the hlgh court of criminal ‘

aw, sat in their” official capacity every day in .the
Week

j and the queen herself recewed such suits as
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were referred to. her : adjudication, saving the par-
ties the usual expense and procrastination of justice,
By the. extraordinary despatch of the queen and
ber ministers, during the two months that she re-
sided in the city, a vast humber of civil and criminal
causes were disposed of, a large amount of plunder-
ed property was: restored to its lawful owners, and
S0 many offenders were brought to. condign. punish-
ment,; that: no less. than four thousand. spspected
persons, it is computed, terrified by the prospect of
speedy retribution for their crimies, escaped into the
neighbouring kingdoms of Portugal and. Granada
The worthy burgheis of Seville; alarmed at. this

s .. rapid depopulation of the city, sent a deputation t0 -

'--_'381

- the’ queeil, to deprecate her anger, and to represent

that faction had beexn.so busy ‘of late. years in their
unhappy town,-that there-was searcely a; family’ t0

" "be. found jn -it, soine of ‘whose members were- ngt

morg or-léss involved. in ' the guilt, ; Isabella, who
was . naturally “of 2 -benign- disposition, . congidering
that  enough- had ‘probably been 'done o' strike 2
salutary terror into the-remaining delmqupnts, wag

‘willing ‘to temper " justice. with mercy, apd::3¢"

cordingly granted.an -amnesty for 3}l past: offences;
save heresy, on the .condition, however, of: a gene-
ral restitution’ of’ such property .as “had, been ul*
Jawfully selzed and retamed durmg theh p@ﬂf’d of

i ’ . LT X -
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iva. Apnales do Sevilla, p: . 77— L. Manneo Cosss Mem%_«,s

Z"ﬂﬁu} A;: Reyes Ontbhcog, bles, fol. 162 who sﬂzz S :1119
art. 9, cap. ﬁ5 70, 71.5=Bernal-; than 8,000 guilty fled 1ro%

ez, Reyes Catblxcos, MS., cap. and Cordova. - . . ' .y

&0, —i-Carbzini Anales; MS:, ailo - i2is #i40° aFE b R
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.. But Isabella became 'cc_)_m{incv_ed‘ ‘that all arrange_-',
ments. for  establishing , permanent - tranquillity. in
Sevills. would be. ineffectual, ;s0; long. as the feud
continued between _the great families .of Guzman
and Ponce :de: Leon.: : The duké of Medina Sido-

189

CHAPTER
VI

Marguis of
Cadiz and
duke of Me-
dina Bidonia,

nia and.the ‘marquis. of Cadiz; the heads of these

houses, Had possessed theniselves of the royal towns
and fortresses;.as ;well as.of: those which, belong+
ing to the. city, wereé scattered over its:circumjacent

tefritory,: whefé, -as has been previously'stated;

they . carried on.war .against: _.éach;? othery: like: ins

dependent.:potehtates, . The. fornier. of. these grans

dees ‘had been' the loyal sapportet :of Isabella,if
the War of the. Succession.: - Thé marquis of Cadiz,

on the other hand, connected by marriage with the

house of Pachéco; had cautiously:withheld his alle-

glance; althotigh_he had :mot: testified his hostility =
by any overt sct..: While the queen was ‘hesitating |

2 to the course she:should ‘pursue in reference to
the marquis, who still kept himself. aloof -in_his-for
tified ,-_‘castl_el_pf;_.-Xerez,*;he:-~s.uddenly-presented:-.,-;hilﬁe" ol
Self by night at her residence, in -Seville,-accompaz

tied only by two! or. threpHttendants... He took -

this step, doubtless, from ithe  conviction cthatithe
Ortuguese faction had ‘nothing” further to hope in
@ kingdom; where; Isabella’reignéd rot only by the

fortune of .war; but by the affectionis of the people’; . SRR

and he now eagerly proffered his allegiance to her,

T

“Xcusing: hig . previous. conduct ‘ps.he: best could..
o, . hov?veverftard y,ofthxsfdrmidablevassal,tb e o
“ll him to severe account for past delinquencies.
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She exacted from him, however, the full restitution
of such- domains and fortresses as he: had filched

from :the crown- and from the city of  Seville, on
- condition of similar concessions by his rival, the

Royal -
progress
through

~©  Andalusia,

- males'de Sevilla, p:. 3_82 7- bn;a, pendro, hb. 18, caP-

duke of Medina Sidonia. . She next attempted to
establish a reconciliation between these “belligerent
grandees ; but, awareé' that, however pacific might
be ‘their demonstrations for the present, there could
be little hope of permanently allaying the inherited
feuds of ‘a century, whilst the neighbourhood of the
parties  to ‘each " other must -necessarily multiply
fresh causes’ of ‘disgust, she caused' them to with-
draw from Seville: to their estates in the: country,
and by this expedrent succeeded in. extmgulshmg
the flame: of discord. Trivinis hnadiaiio o

< In the’ followmg year, 1478 Isabella accompa-

'med her husband’ in /a tour :throngh;Andalusia, for
' the immediate purpose of - reconnoxtrmg the coast

In the:course of this progress, they were- splendldl}'
entertainéd by:the ‘duke’and .marquis at their p2-
trimonial -estates. . They afterwards proceeded to

. Cordova, Where they adopted -asimilar pohcy with

that pursued at Seville,’ compellmg ‘the “count de

- Cabra,.connected with.'the blood royal ‘and Alonso

de ‘Aguilar, ‘lord of . Montilla,- whose factions had
long " desolated -this 'fair clty, towithdraw’ into
the country, and restore ‘the 1mmense possessmns,

¥

tom. iv, fol 983, — Zuiiiga ;JAne’ rables, ubi supra.- -

- ": I'i,jk »5",‘ ,. iy .‘ :_4 AEY :ﬁ; o ’}* 4 : ;A,:."& ;
ey b.
e Bemaldez, Re %es Catblxcos, Remmf Gestarum Decad‘l’\i' Igo-
MS., cap, 29, — Zurita; Anales, 7. — L. Marineo,. 8:5;??” Com
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which they had: usurped both from the municipality CRAPTER
and-the erown.® . . v L e R e
“One example among others may be mentioned, Impartal
of the rectitude and severe impartiality, with which "™
Isabella: adininistered'j Jjustice, that. qccurtédh,in’_ the

case ‘of a’ wealthy Galician . kn‘ight,’_._-,1named','Alvaro-

Yatiez de: Lugo. ! This pér‘s}on,!‘ being‘_,‘cox}victpd_; of

a capital offence; attended with . the most aggra-

vating' circumstances; sought to obtain a_commuta-

tion of his 'punishment, by ;the payment of forty
thousand doblas: of gold. tothe queen, a sum ex-
ceeding at that time' the annual rents of the crown.
Some - of ; Isabella’s " counsellors - would :have, per-

suaded her to accept the donative, and: appropriate-

1t to the pious. purposes of- the Moorish war., But," R
far frorh,being; ‘blinded by their sophistry, she suf [
fered the lawto take:its: eourse, and, in' ‘order; to

Place her conduct. above: every suspicion of a mer-

Cenary ‘ motive, .allowed: his estates,” which -might
legally- haVe;‘be‘enﬁconﬁscate_d to the crown, to de-
Stend to his natural . heirs. _“Nothingcontributed =~
‘more’ to' regstablish - the: supremacy of law in'this
Telgn, than the -certainty of its - execution, without -
féspect to wealth or: rank ;. for the insubordination, -

P re-"alﬁnttthroughgut; ;C‘aj_s_t_ilg,awasf,;Chieﬂy}i‘mp.utabl_efj,f

. Dersons of this description, who, if they failed to

¢ Corruption of its ministers.® i

% i r sl Bl i e
S - Y R et

Bemaldez, ‘Reyes -Catblicos,  Pulgar, *4& facer justicia, tanto” .
Slie "-0'-"-‘»'_I§.!llgﬂl'f.'.f‘Reyes; que le era imputado seguir:mas la =~ oo
) bart. 2, cap. 78." -7 .- via.de rigor que de lIa piedad; .y .
(2 muy. inclinada,’’; says *esto facia por remediar & la gran .

o justice' by force, ‘were. sure of -doing so by
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tion of the
- tribunals,

Reorganiza-

_seat in it was, in

s s,"r : e ‘2 LI T A :
* ‘brrupeion dé crimines que fall6 en 10 Pulgar, Reye

~ Reyes Catblicos, p.37.

ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

. ‘Fetdinand and Isabella employed the $aie vigoi-
ous measures in the other parts of their dominions,

-~ which ‘had proved so succéssful in Andalusia, for
~* the-extitpation of the hordes of banditti, and of the
~ tobber-knights, who differed. in no respect from the

fornmier, but in. their superior power.”" In Galicia

“alone, fifty fortresses, the strong-holds of tyranny,
‘wereé ‘razed to’thé ground, and - fifteen \hﬁh’dred‘
malefactors, it was:computed, were compelled to
fly the kingdom. ¢ The wretched iiihabitaiits of

the mountainis,” says ‘a writer. of that age, ¢ who
had-long since despaired of justice; 'blessed God
for their deliverance, as it were, from a depld’table

£l

' While the sovereigns were thus personally ocou-

pied with thé suppression of domestic’ discord, and

 the establishment of an efficient’ policé; they were
not ‘inattefitive  to: the - higher - tribunals, to whose
‘keeping; chiefly, were intrusted tlie. personal rights

aud property of the subject. They reorganized the
toyal of privy council, whose ‘powers, although, 85

“has been nioticed in the Introduction, principally of
“an administrative nature, had been ‘gradually €0-
ctoachinig ‘on - those of the superior- couifts
‘During the last century, this body had consist
prelates, knights; and lawyers, whose number

of law.
ted of
s and
relative proportions had varied in -differefit tmes
The right of the great ecclesidstics: arid' iobles 0 2
eed, recognised, but the tanse”

e bat‘g]i'qos(; Pg;:
él Reyno quando subcedié en é1.” 9, cap. 97, 98. — L. Marinet
s Catblicos, p.37. . sas Memorablos, fol. 163
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tion of business was reserved for the counsellors cmarer

- 193

VL

specially appointed.” Much the larger proportion ——

of these, by the new arrangement, was made up of
jurists, whose professional ‘education and  experi-
ence eminently qualified them for the station, -The

specific duties' and. interior management of the

council were prescribed with sufficient: accuracy.
Its authority as a court of justice was carefully lim-
ited ; but, as it was charged with the principal ex-

ecutive duties of government, it was consulted in

all important transactions by the sovereigns, who
paid great ‘deference to its ‘opinions, and very fre-
quently assisted at its deliberations.’? « -, .. oo

No changé was made in the high criminal court
of alcaldes de corta; except i its forms of proceed-

rhe g ™ 5 T p k. B
AT SN 5 P ST L] Ay
A A

Ila, (Burgos, 1528,) lib. 2, tit. 3, forme, apu
1333 31. i e ') cemites Mn Sty '(Mad;id,%'?BB,) - tom. - iii, ‘p. 114,

1 Ordenangas Reales de Casti- and ,Sa.ntiasi) S.A.glis'ﬁil.: Réoi,diltg—‘ B
emanario Erudito,

This constitutid'n;l,‘ihougl‘i,'as it who ia mistaken in stating the

Would seem, impotent right of the * number of jurists in the council, at -
~ Tobility, j noticed : by Sempere. . this time, at sixteen ;- a change,

st. des. Cortés, pp. 123, 129.) which did not take place till Philip
t should not have escaped Marina.  II.’s reign. " (Reco

12 Lib, 2, tit. 3, of the Ordenan- lib. 2, tit. 4, ley l.i

¢as Realeg is devoted to the royal : - Marina denies that the council

. de las Leyes, 2

council. The number of the mem-. could constitutionally exercise any

®8 was limited to one prelate, as* judicial authority, at least, in suits =
getween private parties,and quotes
rblogo.) . The a passage from Pulgar, showing -

President, three knights, and eight.
Of nine jurists, (1§ '

sessions were to be held every day, that its usurpations jn_this way.. =

n the palace. (Leyes1,2.) They were restrained by Ferdinand and

wore Instructed to refer to the Isabella.. é’l‘eorﬁa; part. 2, cap.29.) .
' this nature, however,to

Other tribunals all - matters -not-- Powers o

s‘tf‘.“‘l’.‘ coming within  their wn: a :considerable -extent, sppear_to.. .
i]n Tsdiction, (Ley4.) Their acts,. have been conceded to it by more .-

all cases_exoept those  specially. - than one statute. under. this,_rel  ( T
were .10 -have the force. See: Recop;. de; las Leyes, . ( 1b e e 5 v

) royal signature. 2, - tit. 4, leyes 20, 22, and tit. . - . e
tOreZez%’ 24.) - SeaalsoLos Doge: -5, -ley 13,) and .the 1unqu§hﬁed; S e
del po° ¥ Manuel, Instituciones - testimany. of Riol, Informe, apud o

rt;slerved "
01 law wjt :
(LB hout thﬂ

erecho Civil -, de . Castilla,  Semanario.
(Madnd,l' 1792,) Tatrod. .p. i1 TR
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HPART ¢ ing.:“But the royal -audience, or chancery, -the
" — supreme and final court of appeal in civil: causes,
was entirely remodelled. : The place of its sittings,

‘before indeterminate,.and consequently occasioning

-much trouble and cost to the litigants, was fixed at
Valladolid. .+ Laws were passed: to protect the tri-

“bunal from the interference of the crown,'and. the
queen was careful to fill.the bench with magis-

trates; whose wisdom :and . integrity. would. afford

© the.best guaranty for.a faithful interpretation .of
| e BT st i o, Wil st sl

~-iInithe.cortes of Madrigal (1476), and still more

‘in the celebrated: one  of Toledo . (1480), many

" excellent.: provisions were made for. the -equitable

" administration. of justice, as well as. for regulating

. the tribunals; | ‘The judges were to ascertain every

~week, - either: :by ~personal:: inspection, or- report,

~the. condition: of - the  prisons, the number. of. -the
_prisoners, and the.nature of the offences, for which

they were confined, -, They were required to bring

' _them to a speedy trial, and afford every. facility for
|  their defence.. , An attorney, was provided .at the

~ ... - public expense, under.the title of * advocate for the
© . poor,” whose duty it was to defend :the suits of.

- such as were unable to maintain’ them at their 0"
¢ 13 Ordenancas Reales, lib. 2, tit. traced the remissness and ".""zlhp;
4.—Marina, Teoria de 1as Cortes, tion, too- frequent of lats 10 5,

- part. 2, cap? 25, b w ke court, to the clrcll.ﬂ{s*a“"et:};; re-

.+ By one of the statutves,“(l;wx,w)' " decisions' were not liable

" the . commission:; of . the judges, .viewed during life. (T”“at;aﬁf’ .
. which before extended to life, or a  supra.) - The legislature, Pﬁo evil.
long period, was abridged to one ' mistook the true causé 0 B t: ‘that
. years: :'This- important innovation ; Few.will doubt,:at _”Y,m-t *pave
* Was made-at; the -earnest. and -re-,_ the ;remedy. -proposed. EZ- =
peated remonstrance of cortes, who been fraught wi far grealct: .




