" WAR OF THE SUCCESSION

the monastery of VaratOJo, on a bleak eminence cmaprer

near the Atlantic ocean, when he suddenly fell ill,
at Cintra, of a disorder which terminated his ex-
istence, on the 28th of August, 1481. - Alfonso’s
fiery character, in which all the elements of love,
chivalry, and religion were blended together, re-
sembled that of some paladin of romance; as the
chimerical enterprises, in which he was perpetually
engaged, seem rather to belong to the age of kmght-
errantry, than to the fifteenth century.* - .
In the beginning of the same year in which the
pacification with Portugal secured to the sovereigns *
the undisputed possession of Castile, another crown
devolved on Ferdinand by the' death of his father,
the king of Aragon, who expired at Barcelona, on
the 20th of January, 1479, in the eighty-third year
of his age.®® Such was his admirable constitution,
that he retained not only his intellectual, but his
bodily vigor, unimpaired to the last. His long life
Was consumed in civil faction or foreign wars; and
his restless spirit seemed to take dehght in these
'tumultuous scenes, as best fitted to develope its
Yarious energies. ~He ‘combined, however, with
this intrepid and even ferocious temper, an address -

the king of

T L. T~ I 3 A St e P S i

n the management of aﬁ'au's, which led hlm o

rely,

ore on . Tegotiation than on pos1t1ve force.. He
Sy be sard to have been one of the ﬁrst monarchs, -

for the accomphshment of h1s purposes, much_f 5

" Fana.y Sousa Europa. Por- 79 —-Bernaldez, Reves Catélrcos, Y Bl
Plﬁ‘;esa, tom. ii. Y ’ 493. —Ruyde MS., cap. 42. — Mariana, Hist. - = =
y e

Chron, @ Re A.lfonsoV de Espaiia, (ed.” Valencia,) tom.
ga2012 . d i pp204’ rSot -Abarca’, Reyes_ |
arba3a1 Anales, MS ano de Aragon, tom. u fol. 295,
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ACCESSION OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.

who brought into vogue that refined science of the
cabinet, which was so profoundly studied by:states-
-~ men at the close of the fifteenth century, and on
which his own son Ferdmand furnished the most
practical commentary. i oi.iioognont T

. The crown of Navarre, Whlch he had S0 shame-
lessly usurped, devolved, wn - his decease; on his
guilty daughter Leonora, . countess - of Foix,:who,
as we have before- noticed, survived to -enjoy it
only three short weeks. -~ Aragon, withits exten-
sive dependencms, descended to Ferdinand. /- Thus
‘the two - crowns of Aragon and Castile, after-a
‘separation' of  more than- four- centuries, i became
~ mdissolubly united, and the foundations were laid
of the magnificent empire, which was destined to
overshadow every other European monarchy.
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Schemeé of . heform:—-Holy Brdtherhtiod ks Tedult at; Ségdirid

-~ The. Queen’s. Presence of Mind. —Severe Execution. of Justice.=~ -

: Royal Progress through Andalusia. --Reorgamzauon of the Tnbu- e

- nals:i-Castilian Jirispriiderice; = Planis for reducing the Nobles;=> ~ ~

~ Revocation ; bf Grants; — Military Ordets of Castile: 3= Masterships

~ annexed to the Crown. — Ecclesiastical Usurpations resisted. —-Res- |
toratmn of Trade.-—-Prospenty of the ngdom. -

J g i b ‘ :‘ J S8 :_‘ ’-A-\k ‘ B 1 f’ b "

1 HAVE deferréd to'the’ preSent éhaptér a conmd-‘» CHAPTER .
eration of the: ithportant - ‘changes - introduced into bl =
the interiof' admihlstratloii of Castlle, sitice the ac- -
cession of Isabe]la, iﬁ order to preseht a bornnected I
and comprehenSWe Yiew ‘of - them" to ‘the" reader,} A
without lnteri'uptmg ‘the ! ‘progress ' of the ‘military
Narfative, - The sub_)eci: ihay afford an ‘agtéeable OB
lief to the dreary details’ of blood and battle, with © T
Whlch We' have been 88 long occupled ‘and Whlch SEIEON BT
were rapidly coﬁvertmg the" garden of Eilrope LR ey
2 wilderness. ‘Sdch 'details’ indeed Seem 10 have'-fr;*:?5_}_;‘15"_« SRS
the deepeSt interest for- dbntemporary Wnter8° Bt Tt
the &ys of poéterlty, tinclouded by persohal mterest{;_;ﬁ_ iR et
o PasSiﬁn, turng. W1th éatlsfactlon from " theii {o_fl;i P

thoge culhvated ai'ts whxch cail tﬁake the wﬂder-

hess to blossbm as the rose.
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ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

‘If there be any being on earth, that may be per-
mitted to remind us of the Deity himself, it is the
ruler of a mighty empire, who employs the high
powers intrusted to him exclusively for the benefit
of his people; who, ‘endowed - with intellectual
glfts correspondmég with his station, in an age of
comparative barbarism, endeavours to. impart to his

“land the light of civilization which illumines his

own bosom, and to-create from the elements of dis-
cord the beautiful fabric of social order. - ‘Such was

.‘ Isabella ; and such the age in which she lived. And

fortunate was it for Spam that her sceptre, at ‘this
crisis, was swayed by a ‘'sovereign possessed of suf-
ficient ‘wisdom to deyise, and ‘energy’to: ‘execute,
the most sa]utary schemes of reform,’ and ‘thus to
infuse a new prlncxple of vitality into a govern—
ment, fast sinking iinto premature decrepltude. !

¢+ The -whole ; plan. .of :reform . introduced-into. the

government . by : Ferdinand *and : Isabella,  or ‘more

" : properly by the. latter,‘to ‘whom the mternal admlll'

istration . of Castile . was prmclpally eferred was
not fully unfolded until the completlon of her reign.
But the most important modlﬁcatlons were. adopted
prevmusly to the war of Granada in 1482."; These
may be embraced ‘under: the following: heads-; I
AL The

codlﬁcatlon .of the:laws... III . The depressmn of

the nobles. IV The vmdlcatlon aof ecclesmstmal
i rlghts belongmg to the crown from the usur
. of the:papal; see:;.. Vi, The "regulatlon .of - trade'

patlon

I The admmlstratlon .of Jusuce.;,w In the: dlsm

.fr'f}_ S i --,5 .s‘ <




ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

reign, the :authority of the ‘monarch 'and of the
royal judges had fallen into such contempt, that:the
law was entirely without force. = The cities afforded
no better protection than the open country. : Every
man’s hand seemed to be lifted ‘against his: neigh-
bour: : Property was plundered ; persons were vio-
lated ;" the most holy sanctuaries profaned ; and the
numerous fortresses scattered throughout: the coun=
try, instead of sheltering the weak, converted into’
dens of: robbers. ! - Isabella: saw no better way: of:
checking this' unbounded license; than’ to - direct

against it that popular- engine, the Santa: Herman- Estabush

179

anarchy, which' prevailed in: Henry the Fourth’s ‘cHA;TIER |

ment of the

dad, or::Holy : Brotherhood, “which “had %‘frnOref;&.ilihéﬁf Heguusisdi,

once shaken the Castilian monarchs on-their throne:

* The project for s thie/ reofganization ‘of this insti= o
tution ‘was:introduced into’ the cortes held; the year.

after Isabella’s -:a;:cq'ssion'{af;f Madrigal, in:1476.: It

was ‘_-4_carried*-‘:é-iniqj‘eﬁ'ect--.,;zby.;* the junta’ of deputies =~
from the: different: cities: of the kingdom, ‘convened
3t Duefias in: the same. yeat. The new institution -
d}ﬁ‘ered"a essentially:from the: arciesit : hermandades,
Slnce, instead of :being’ partial in-its extent, it-was
designed to: embrace: the: whole 'kingdom ;:and,in=
*ead of being’direoted, as had often been thercafe;
Plﬂmb!lte,(blackmall,)toprotect
8 that 'of the alcayde of their territories from_his rapacity. .. -

\uiio, Pedro;de - Mendana, {‘His successful, example was: imi=: <. AN
strong-holds in. his  tated by many other kmght_l{.,free-,,g_

K

Ry e
1 Among'

23r mentiop

Cﬂstro-N
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other .examples,

%ho from the
Possession; : go

Reyes

4
S
.

mmitted :such ‘griev-:: booters  of :the. period. -

0 w | 8. Pe A SR Y N
oy “¥astations  throughout, the - Catélicos, part. 2, cap. 68.) —See.

K

OUN e thrc e ;. Catéli t. 2, cap.. 700,
A;l:]l;ryi that tho »-.‘cltleB’Of'. Burgos'i-also ‘extracts m}ed y Saez : from R
» Salamanca,; Se oyi;;;fYalla?';;_,manuscri;Irt,.nOtices by contemporas. =

dol. iy : i i e
‘lua?t"e;\fg ina, and’ others in that ries of

enry IV: Monedas de* = T
ere, fain; to ;pay him 'as.:Enrique IVayppi1; 2oy} eoelio &0
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ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

against the crown. 1tself it was set in inotion at the
suggestion of the latter, and lymlted in its opera-
tion to the ‘mainténance . of public ‘order.: The

- trimes, reserved for its; jurisdiction, were all: vio-
lence or theft committed on the highways or in the

open country, dnd ir cities by such offenders as. es-
caped into the country; house-breaking ; rape ;and
resistance : of justice. .. The specification ‘of ; these

~ crimes. shows their frequency ; and the “reason for
- desighating the open country; as the particular. the-

atre for the operations of the hermandad,” was the
facility which criminals possessed there for:elud-

~ ing the pursuit. of justice, especially under shelter

v of the strong—holds ‘or fortresses, Wlth Whlch 1t was

» p]entlfully studded. :: it el e v

. An -annual - contnbutlon of elghteen thousand
maravedles was ‘assessed  on'| every ‘hundred: vect-

"'nos of householders; for the equipment and mainte-

" ‘nance of ‘a horseman, whiose: ‘duty it was to ‘arrest

oﬂ'enders, and . enforcé- the:'sentence ‘of the law.
On: the escape of a criminal;- the:‘tocsins: of the

yillages, .through which' he: was’ supposed to have
- passed, were - sounded, and the: qaadmlleros or: offi-
~, cers_of the brotherhood, stationed " oit - the different

- points, ‘took up the pursuit. 'with Such” pi'OmPjmess

‘ 'thlrty famlhes, for the trial of all -crimes ‘withi

| CltleS throughout the kmgdom, was’ annuall

as left httle chance of escape. __A court of two &

caldes ‘Wwas established in eVery town contamlllllg
n the

Junsdlctlon of the hermandad and an appeal lay

- from them in spemﬁed ‘cases to a supreme counCll

A general junta, composed - of deputxes from' 133
yco




ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

vened for the. regulation of affairs, and their. in-
structions ‘were -transmitted 'to" provincial juntas,
who - superintended: the execution:of -them.: The
laws;, enacted ‘at- different - times in - these assem-
blies, were compiled into a-code nnder;thé sanction
of the junta generalat Pordelaguna, in 1485.2> ‘The

'181 |

CHAPTER
VI

Code of the
Hermandad.

penalties " for’ theft, which" are. litérally- writter in -

blood, "are” specified in this code with: singulat pre=

cision.> The most petty larceny was punished with

stripes, the loss of ‘'a member, ‘or of ife litself; ‘and

the law was"administéred with an -unsparing rigor;
which. nothing -but the extreme neceéssity. of :the

case " could: justify.. - Capital executions ~were: cons

ducted by shooting thé -criminal :with arrows.s The
enactment, relatmg ‘to this, provides; that:*the . .
convict :shall receive: the -sacrament likea. Cathnhc'_ O ’
Christian, and aftef that ‘be:'executed-as. speedily

a3 possible, - jn ‘order . that :his’ soul may pass the

more BOOUPEINI? 8,1t v b sy en M dele. D

Notwlthstandmg the popular constltutmn of the
hermandad ‘and’ the ‘'obvious “advantages: attending
its introduction at’ this juncture, it experienced: so

g 3 .
“.‘ ‘r s X1 rr** t w’* v‘!' "*‘:*H" .'f‘ ax N
z.._..»,“, §1 % ’ ; g W ‘ ; WF ,_,‘,..

v
AR TS A

hg ThB Qtademp of the laws of ‘-;;-._ed, 1539 -— Mem.
e Hermanda.d has. now. become Hist., tom. vi., [lust.
W?TY tare. :That in- my possession; bajal, Anales, MS.,

Itai? printed at Burgos, in 1527. brija, Rerum Gestarum Decades,
con :ﬁi since been mcorporated with

erable extension. mto ~the

‘inhabitants: «of such ., seignorial

eco 13010[1 Of Phﬂl 3 S s o
lla erno 'de las' Le €8 Nuer\_‘,
a- Hermandad, (Bur 08,
yeslrs,s 4,5,6,8, 16,_«

;g%m .
‘3’5 art. 2, cap iiseyﬁEl ﬁ
Q,,Cp oy ge:

emorabl?s, fql 160,

‘towns as refused to pay ‘the contri-

butions. of the 'Hermandad-were

‘excluded from its benefits,as well .- -~ -
asfromu-afﬁcmth,a.ndeven the: . %0 »
their debts - -

ower_ of recovenn

Ineffectual 3
opposition :
of the no-

S bimty.

declded an“‘opposmon from the nobllxty, Who dlS- PRESa
de. laAead da:

ano'?ﬁ N VT

fol 36, < By one of the laws, the A3

m other natives 0 the kmgdom g A

Ley33. ;Eqiq; ;—».qﬂ* %
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;J v - | . . . e 5 . & . I " Y L]
: . eart: - cerned the check it was likely to -impose on " their
| ' authority, that it required all the queen’s address
ii". £ : ‘ A B . . ; . “ ‘ L “
4 .~ and’ perseverance . to -effect..its  general .-adoption.
 'The constable :de . Haro, however, a nobleman ,of
i great .weight. from his .personal character, and -the

most extensive landed ‘proprietor in the north, was
at length prevailed on' to: introduce: it among his

a vassals.:, His. example was gradually followed by
b others of ‘the same rank ; and, when'the city of
? Seville, and the great, lords of Andalusm, had con-
i‘; sented. to receive 1it, it speedily became.. estabhshed
%; throughout the kingdom. . Thus a standing body of
i troops, .two thousand  in number, thoroughly equip-

~ ped and mounted, .was placed at the disposal of the

crown, 'to .enforce the.law, and suppress : :domestic

* insurrection. ., The supreme. junta, which’ regulated
thecounsels: of the -hermandad, constituted' more- |

~over.a sort: of inferior cortes, relieVin‘g the: exigen-

' cies of government, as we shall ‘see’ hereafter,sOIl‘

- o anorethan.one; occasion;. by nnportant supphes of

~ >+’ ‘men and money.. . By the actmty of -this new. mili-

tary police, the country was; in the course’ of afew

. s - -years,. cleared of .its swarms -of ; bandlttl,, as’ well as
§  of the robber chieftains, whose ‘strength.. had. ena-

P | 5‘b1ed them to defy the law. - The: ministers of jus-

tice- found a. sure protectlon in . the: mdependeﬂt

;dlscharge of their duties; ‘and the blessmgs of per-

',-'.rfsonal secunty and soclal order, S0, long estrange
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-ADMIN ISTRATION 'OF CASTILE.,

two years, in’ splte of the repeated ‘opposition of craprer
the arlstocracy At length in 1498, the objects ———

for which it was established having. been complete-
ly obtained, it'was deémed advisable’ to‘.relleve,,the
nation 'from 'the heavy charges which-its: mainte-
nance - imposed.” ~The ‘great salaried officers were

”183 |

VL

dismissed ;7 a - few'subordinaté functionaries, were' |
retained for ‘the administration . of | justicé, over .

whom the regular’ courts.of criminal law possessed
appellate Jurlsdlctlon ;and the: magnificent’appara-

tus of ‘the 'Santa Hermandad;’ stripped :of all: but

the terrors of 'its .name, dwindled: into- an ordinary

pohce, such ‘as'it has existed, w1th various modlﬁca-

thIlS of form, down to’the present century. 4. ooz
~ Isabella ‘was so:intent ‘on - the prosecution of her

schemes ‘of:reform, that, even in;the; minuter details;

Tumgult at

Segovia, - :

she frequently supermtended the :execution of thein

herself. ! Forthis :she was admlrably fitted :by her

Personal- address; and :presence ‘of mind in danger;
and by the' influénce ‘which a conviction of her: in-

tegrity gave her'over: the. minds of 'the: péople. f-A
.remarkable exemphﬁcatlon i of this; occurred; - the

year' but one- after: her coronation; at Segowa +The i
inhabitants,' secretly instigated. by - the blshop of .

that ‘place; ‘and ‘'some of the-principal ¢itizens, rose

against: Cabrera, marquls of Moya, to: whom: the!-:,:ﬂ"-_j_j;
1ntrusted and g o

'gOVernmentﬁ '"of the : cxty had been I

Recopﬂacmn de 41&8 Lees y--.Lebn a, Rerum . Gestarumme-
‘(Ma drid 7 1640,) 1ib. 8, tit. 13, ley“ cad., fol, 37 , 88.=-Las Pragmé~
i “"Igﬂ , Arales de Sevilla;: »tlcaa del Reyno,: Sevilla;11520,)

/Part 2

2 c}gm 51.~ Mem." de- la“Memorables, fol. 160, 721t
t" tom- VIf» I]uﬂt,, q ry SE ; :

ulgar, Reyes Catélicos, = fol. 85..— L. arineo, C osas P
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Isabella’s
presence of
mind, -

| greater ‘numbers: than before, contlnued 1o

-ADMINISTRATION OF CASTILE.

who had made himself generally unpopular by his

- striet discipline. ' “They even proceeded so far as to

obtain -possession ‘of 'the ‘outworks of; the" citadel,
and to compel: the  deputy of . the: alcayde, who ‘was
himself absent, to take shelter, together with ‘the

princess’ Isabella, then the only daughter of the

sovereigns, . ‘in 'the interior defences, Where t_h.e
were ngorously blockaded." st gt foeiae
~'The queen, on': recelvmg tldmgs of the eYellt
at "Tardesillas, mounted™ her hoise and praceed-
ed with- all - possiblé -~ despatchi. towards - Segovia,
attended - by ‘Cardinal ‘\Mendoza, - ‘the " count - of
Benavente; and a few:others of “her court:. At
some distance - from -the- city; she was amét by 2

" deputationof the  inhabitants,: requesting- her: to

leave behind the count of Benavente “and -the mar-
chioness ~of ) Moya, >(the former-of  whom as the

intimate friend, and’ the latter:as’ the wife of the
A alcayde were peculiarly ohnoxious to- the cjtizens,)

or’ they .could “hot -answer - for the" consequences:
Isabella haughtily replied, that ¢ she was queen of
Castile’; that the city was. hers; moreover, by right
of inheritance; and that she was not'used to.receive
conditions from-rebellious’ subjects,”:- Then:'press”
ing. forward: with' her-little retinue;. throllgh phe
of the 'gates, which remained- in- the:"hands of
her fnends, ‘she eﬁ"ected her entrance @mto the

| cltadel

“ The’ populace, in. the mean Whlle, assembhng in
show

‘the most hostile dlsposmons, calhng otif, “Death to

3 the a]cayde' Attack the casﬂe R Isabella’s attelld




