.. WAR OF THE SUCCESSION. -

Ferdinand, it is said, was so much dissatisfied

with an arrangement -which vested the essential ———
rights of sovereignty in his consort, that he threat-

ened to return to Aragon ; but Isabella reminded
him, that this distribution of power was rather
nominal than' real; that their interests were indi-
visible ; that his will would be hers; and that the
principle of -the exclusion of females from the suc-
cession, if now established, ‘would operate _to the
disqualification’ of their only - child,, who was a

daughter, . By these and . similar arguments ‘the

queen ‘'succeeded in soothing - her offended hus-
band, - without compromising - the | prerogatives of
her CYOWNL, 5o L yrtoney, i e di A one d s

Although the principal body of the nobility, as
has been stated, supported Isabella’s’ cause, -there
were a_few families, and ‘some of them the most
Potent in Castile, who seemed determined to abide

the, fortunes; of hef rival. : Among these was the

Marquis of Villena, who, inferior to. his father in
talent for intrigue, was of an intrepid spirit; and is

‘iommended by one' of ‘the: Spanish historians as
the_ best lance in the kingdom.” - His immense

R
o

oginal instrament signed by For- .
gin"‘i;ld and Isabella, cxgted at Yength‘ s
1scursos Varios- de -
5-3py (ZAragoza, 1883,): pp.
that the cern t does not appear ‘
firmed 1, Bettlemem was ever con- - concerns of government, has usual-
the corty’ or indeed presented to, "
owey eres' - Marina speaks. of it,’
body,. ',Pas Lmanating from that
From Pyroris tom. i pp. 63, 64.)

a8 frmultg,;r"? Statement, as well .

See nstrument - itself’; - it .
s % have been made und'e,:;" no

liers. Marina’s eagerness to-find
a precedent for the. interference of

the-deliberate: acts of the

‘19-;5 :

other - auspices or- s.ajiction, ‘than’ A
that of the great nobility and cava-

the popular branch in all the great .

ly quickened, but sometimes cloud- -

ed, his optics. - In the present in- .

stance “he. has undoubtedly con-. -

founded. the irregular proceedings’

of the aristocracy excluslvel{,"mth i
egisla-

¢
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estates, stretching from Toledo to Murcia, gave him
an extensive influence over the southern regions
of New Castile... The duke of Arevalo possessed a
similar interest in the frontier province of .Estrema-
dura. With these were combined the grand master

“of Calatrava-and his brother, ‘together with . the

young marquis of Cadiz, and, as it soon appeared,

~ the - archbishop of Toledo.  This latter dignitary,

whose heart had long swelled with secret jealousy
at the rising fortunes of the cardinal. Mendoz2,
could no longer. brook the ascendency; which that
prelate’s consummate sagacity and insinuating ad-
dress had given him over the counsels of his young
sovereigns. After some awkward excuses, he ab-

“ruptly withdrew to his own estates ; nor could the

Alfonso of
Portugal
supports her
cause,

most conciliatory advances on the part of the queen,
nor the deprecatory letters of the old king of Arago;
soften his inflexible temper, or. induce him to r¢-
sume. his station at the court ; until it soon became

2k o ke T ‘ St ]
apparent’ from: his ‘correspondence with Isabella’s

enemies, that he;was busy in undermining the for-

“tunes of the very individual, whom he had so- Zeal‘_
- ously labored to elevate.?t’ . = ¢ puilon

‘Under the auspices of this coalition, propositions
were made to Alfonso the Fifth, king of Portugal; ¥

vindicate the title of his niece Joanna to the thron®

S

of Castile, and, by espousing her, to secure to h%*

11 Alonso de Palencia, Corénica, ledo, — The archbishop’s Jelg;g;lsg’,
MS., part. 2, cap. 94. — Garibay,: of cardinal Mendoza 18 m;niters,'
Compendio, lib. 18, cap. 3. — Ber- reported by ‘the’ Spanish Jofoction
naldez, Reyes Catblicos, MS., cap.  as the true cause of his 0€%
10, 11, — Pulgar, Letras, (Madrid,  from the queen. "' -
1775,) let. 3, al Arzobispo de To-' ;v v s
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self . the same rich inheritance. = An exaggerated CHAPTER

estimate was, at.the same time, exhibited of the re-
sources of the confederates, which, when combined
with those of Portugal, would readily enable' them
to.crush the usurpers, unsupported,. as - the: latter
must be, by the codperation of Aragon, whose arms

already found sufficient occupation with the French.

Alfonso, whose victories over the Barbary Moors

had given him: the cognomen of ¢ the - African,”
was precisely of a:character to be dazzled by the - -

nature of this enterprise. © The protection of: an

~ Injured princess, his near relative, was congenial i

Wwith the spirit of chivalry; while the conquest of an
opulent_territory, ‘adjacent to his own;:would mot
only satisfy his dreams of glory, but the more solid =~

cravings of .avarice.; In, this disposition he was = .

confirmed by his son, Prince John, whose hot and
enterprising temper found a nobler scope for ambi-

of African:saﬁag‘es. N

Uon in such a ‘war, than in the conquest of a hordé

5 s

lOI‘S,‘ :

Still there were ' a few among Alfonso’s coutisel-
> possessed of ‘sufficient ‘coolness: to.discern: the . -
dlﬁiculties» - of the= und_ertakinrg;?ﬁ“? i They ‘T emin ded ‘.,,

"0, that the Castilian nobles, on-whom' he'princi--
Pally relied, were the very persons who had former- \

ly been
of J oanna

ot g, and securing the succession to her rival;.
that Ferdinand was ‘connected by blood with the -
that the great

"% powerful families of Castile

. X“‘.\'

0 Ry e E A e e
Iég{ A‘ify‘(‘m(i?) 1.;%“3'3 ‘Chrénica d’el. Historia

5 2 v: €ap. 173, apud 1790-93,) tom. e oy
lecgas e Invrosplnédiiospdel, e ,) TR S

1 most instrumontal i defeating the clsims

. Portugueza, ./ (Lisboa, ,
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- 304-396. —La Cléde, Hist.

13 The ancient rivalry between Portugal, tom. iii. pp. 35
‘the two nations was exasperated .Pulgar, the secr

- of this disaster. . (Faria y Sousa, his meditated enterprise. . =
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body of the people, the middle as well as the lower
classes, were fully penetrated not only with a. con-

‘viction of the legality of Isabella’s title, but with a
~ deep attachment to her person; while, on the other

hand, their proverbial hatred of Portugal would make
them too impatient of interference from that quar-
ter, to admit the prospect of permanent success.

* These objections, sound as they were, were over-
ruled by John’s impetuosity, and the ambition of
avarice of his father. 'War was accordingly resolved
on; and Alfonso, after a vaunting, and, as may be
supposed, ineffectual - summons to the -Castilian
sovereigns to resign their crown in favor of Joanny,
prepared for the immediate invasion of the kingdom
at the head of an army, amounting, according 1
the Portuguese historians, to five thonsand six hun-
dred horse and fourteen thousand foot.. - This force

' though' numerically not so formidable as might have

been expected, comprised ‘the flower of the Porti-

guese chivalry, burning with the hope of reaping

similar laurels to those won of old by their fathers

on. the plains of Aljubarrotta ; while jts- deficiency
_in numbers was to. be amply compensated’ by
cruits from: the disaffected party in Castile,

who

S

r-)
retary of Ferdlil::ir
into the most deadly rancor, by the and Isabella, addresse ‘,‘bg;c o 10

~ fatal defeatat Aljubarrotta, in 1235, order, a letter.of remonsts bich b
~ in which fell the flower of the Cas- - the king of Portugal, In ¥ -

tilian nobility. . King JohnI. wore - endeavours,* by ,\_,numerg}lzcy and
mouming,‘ it is said, to the day ments founded on expe e
of his death, in commemoration justice, to dissuade lmP dlgan

>

Europa ‘ Portuguesa, tom, ‘ii. pX - Letras, No.. 7. +
o Iui T e
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would eagerly flock to its banners, on its advance
across the borders.” At the same:time negotiations
were entered into with the king of France, who
was invited to make a descent upon Biscay, by a
promise, somewhat premature, of ‘a cession of the
conquered territory.. vitan S ool e
Early in May, the kmg of Portugal put hls army

‘in motion, and, entering Castile by the way of ks-

tremadura, held a northerly ‘course towards Placen-
¢ia, where he was met by the duke of Arevalo and
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He espouxes
Joanna.,

1475.

the marquis of Villena, and by the latter nobleman -

Presented  to the - ‘princess. Joanna, - his - -destined.

bride. On ‘the 12th of the month he 'was. aﬂianced' |

with all becommg pomp to this:lady, then searcely
thirteen years of age ; cand ‘a messenger was' de-

spatched to'the court of Rome, to solicit .a :dispen-

sation" for their” marriage; rendered necessary: by 0

the consangmmty ‘of 'the parties: ‘The royal .pair

were thefi proclaimed, with the usual solemnities,
Sovereigns of Castile ; and circulars were ‘transmit-
ted to the different cities, setting forth- Joanna’s: EE
title anq y requiring thelr alleglance- Muh Sigtponiidy a

After: some days glven to festnrlty, the army'; :
resumed 1ts march stlll m ‘a northerly dlrectl()lls g

1 Rl e A L L
R Rﬂ‘y de: Pma, Chr6mea d’eli\‘ﬁ:"celved hls presents and used them T ey
lionso V., ~cap. 174-178. in the cause of Isabella. — Faria .

ernaldey. R e e
M » Reyes'Catblicos, . y Sousa; Europa Portuguesa,tom.” -~~~ .
taStes t - 16, 17, 18, — Bernaldez: :‘y pp: 396- -308. ——-Zunta, Ana- o

» that Alf fonso, Yrevmuely to " les, ‘tom. iv. fol.” 280 - 240. —" " H
and esses of - -,‘La ‘Cléde, Hist. de Portugal, tom..
among i money to be distributed iii. pp. 360 362. — Pulgar, Cré-

18 invasig
pla Ny caHSed

© Castilian nobles, whom nica, p. 51.— L. Marineo, Cosas i

Wal?dig!hlied t0 be well affcted: Memorables, fol, 156.— Oviedo, -

d M. .Some: of them, the; Qulneua enas , MS., bat 1 qume
uke Of Alva in partlcular, Te- dlal " '

oo
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upon . Arevalo, where Alfonso determined -to await
the arrival of the reinforcements which he-expected
from his Castilian  allies. ' Had he  struck:at once
into the southern districts of Castile, where: ‘most

of those friendly to his cause were to be found, and

immediately commenced active operations with the

. aid of the marquis of Cadiz, who.it.was understood

regain the confidence of her ancient minist

- 15 The queen, who was, at that incessant personal eXpOSS;
~ time, in a state of pregnancy, rita, Anales,tom. 1v. 10075
- brought on a miscarringe by her . ool S

‘was prepared to support him in that quarter, it is-

difficult to say what might have been'the result
Ferdinand and Isabella.were so wholly unprepared
at the time of Alfonso’s invasion, that it is said they

~eould scarcely bring. five hundred horse to:oppose

it. By this opportune delay at Arevalo, they ob-

~ tained space for preparation. Both.of them were

indefatigable in their efforts. - Isabella, we are told,

‘was frequently engaged through the whole night it

dictating despatches to her secretaries. She.visited
in person such of the garrisoned towns. as ?requn'ed
to be confirmed in their allegiance, perforting long

~and painful: journeys on horseback with surprising

celerity, and -enduring fatigues, which, as-she W&
at that time in .delicate health, -wellnigh- proved

~fatal to her’constitution,® : On an :excursion

Toledo, she determined to make one effort more 1:0
er the
archbishop. She accordingly sent -an ..-ep:VDj to mr;
form him of her intention to wait on him in Pe?'i;e
at his residence in Alcals de Henares.' But 28

suly prelate, far from being moved by this co1”
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scension, returned for answer, that, ¢ if the queen

entered by one door, he would go out at the other,”

any further  advances. ' SRR IR S S AR AT SEI
By Isabella’s extraordinary exertions, as well as

she did not choose to compromise her. dignity by

those of her husband, the latter found himself, in the -

beginning. of July, at the head of a force amounting
‘In all to four thousand men-at-arms, eight thousand

light horse, and thirty thousand foot, an ill-disci-
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Castilian
army.

Plined militia, chiefly drawn from the mountainous
districts ‘of the ‘north, which manifested peculiar

devotion to his' cause ; his partisans in'the south
being preoccupied with suppressing domestic revolt,

and with incursions on the frontiers of Portugal.’®.:

-. Meanwhile Alfonso, after-an unprofitable deten-
ton of ‘nearly: two months: at - Arevalo, ; marched
on Toro, which, by a preconcerted agreement; was

,dfhlive;ed. into his ‘hands by the governor of the .. -
City, although the fortress, under - the " conduct:of a A
Woman, continued - to: maintain ‘a gallant: defence.
'Wh.lley occupied’ with its ' .reduction,: Alfonso 'was -~
Mited to” receive the submission'of the adjacemt
Clty and castle of Zamora.': The defection of these -
Places, two of the ‘most considerable:in the prov-
‘ice of Leon, and peculiarly important to the king =
of Portugal ‘from' their-vicinity to:his.dominions, -
s severly el by Fendinand, who determined to
M at once' against his rival, and bring their .
acting:in - -

! arrel to the issue of a battle; 'in this,

18 o . r 59 5 5 »“, A
75. ..c.ag’:fali"Anales;"MS; ;-aiio - d’Espagne, : tor
Pp. 45 - ,533"'»1 Reyes Catbix

uE 5{ ~ Ferreras, Hist. cap. 23, il

A

icos, 'Bernaldez, Reyes Catélicos, MS., .

Ferdinand -~ -

marches .
ageinst Al- . .
fonso, "L /
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opposition to the more cautious counsel of his father,

who recommended the policy, usually judged most
prudent for an invaded country, of acting on the

defensive, instead of risking all on the chances of
a single action. - .~ -~ - .

.. Ferdinand arrived before Toro on the 19th of

July, and immediately drew up his army, before its

walls, in order of battle. As the king of Portugal,.
however, still kept within his defences, Ferdinand

sent a herald into his camp, to-defy him' to a far

field of fight with his whole arrhy, or, if he declined
this, to invite him to decide their differences by

personal combat. - Alfonso accepted the latter alter-

native ; but, a dispute arising respecting the guar

anty ‘for the performance of the engagements o0

either side, the whole -affair evaporated, as usual

¥

in an empty vaunt of chivalry. FJRA G Rt

! The Castilian army, from the haste: with which
i’g'had‘béen; mustered, was wholly deﬁqient;;in bat-
tering artillery, and in other means for annoying ?

fortified city ;. and, as its communications were cUt

~ off, in" consequence of the neighbouring fortresses

5)‘7"?

being in possession of the enemy; it ‘soon "becal®

straitened for provisions. It was accordingly de-

cided in a council of ‘war to retreat without further
delay.’~ No sooner was' this- determination. knoW!
than - it excited "g‘el‘iEral‘ dissatisfaction ' thIOQghOUt
the’ camp.* The soldiers loudly complained that the
king was betrayed by his nobles; and a.party 0

~ over-loyal Biscayans, inflamed by the suspicions (:0
a conspiracy against his person; actually broke 7

Lt B9 RRIES ‘ At 9l - e :,-;,-,'.'.'f": N e gl o i ¥ ,- vt
the church where Ferdinand was. CO_Ilfer ring W
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his officers, and bore him off in their arms from cmarTer =

the midst of them to his own tent, notwithstanding -

his reiterated explanations and remonstrances. The

ensuing retreat was conducted in $o. disorderly a

manner by the mutinous soldiery, that Alfonso, says -

a contemporary, had he but sallied with two thousand

horse, might have routed and perhaps 'annihilated

the whole army.* Some of the troops were detéch-

ed to reinforce the garriso_ns’*of the loyal cities, but

most of them dispersed again among: their native

mountains, 'The citadel of Toro soon afterwards

capitulated. The archbishop of Toledo, consider-

Ing these events as decisive of ‘the fortunes of the

War, now openly joined thé king of Portugal at the

h‘ead of five hundred lances, boasting at the samé

time, that * he had raised Isabella from the distaff,

and would soon send her back to it again?¥ ;00
'So'?fdisas'tro'ug' an introduction to the campaign =

might indeed well fill Isabella’s bosom with anx- =~

ety. . Thg revolutionary movements, which had so

10“8 agitated Castile, had so far unsettled every

Tan’s political ‘‘principlés; and’ the allegiance of

°ven the most loyal hung so loosely ‘about them,

that It was difficult to estimate how far it mightbe -

Shake,n-’-xby such-a 'blow ' occirring at this crisis®
°“lmately ; Alfbnsé;;' was in no- cohdiﬁo‘fr‘iij"td _profit EEE 1
17 (i

AT g g R R s ey B iy
3 T b

. W e ’ f{ﬁ, frvpg 4%5 G pin g s pawts i
_Egrn.a}dez,‘ Reyes Catblicos, = 18 ¢Pues no os maravilleisde =~ .
Burer By 18.— Faria y. Sousa, ‘eso,”” says Oviedo, in relation‘to . = - " g
398409, —_ pojoods tom. ii. pp. these troubles, *‘ quemésoloentre -
55-60.— R ulgar, Cronica, pg. hermanos suele haber esas dife- .. - - - ..o ¢
el Rey Alfo uy de Pina, Chrén. d’ -rencias, mes entre padre-é hijolo . - .o

, tn-?lz P oap. 179.—La "vimos ayer, como suelen decir.’” = -
P. 366 ; 8. Yortugal, tom. iii.:. ancuagena.s,-MSf, i_l‘)at,;l,;qmnq.

tl o4y gy Amsles,tom. iv. 3, dil. 3.
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arr - by his success. His Castilian allies had - experi-

siderable sum of money. " Ferdinand and hi
~isters, it is ‘reported, ‘would:‘have ‘accepte
proposal ; ‘but Isabella, although acquiescing i
stipulated money payment, would not conseat ®
- the dismemberment of a single ir
- tilian territory. 7
- . In the mean time both the queen,
- band, undismayed by pastreverses, were !
~ every exertion for the reorganization of an ar

enced the greatest difficulty in enlisting their vas-

‘sals in the Portuguese cause ; and, far from furnish-
‘ing him with the contingents which he had expect-
- ed, found sufficient: occupation in the defence of
‘their own territories against the loyal partisans of

Isabella. = At the same time, numerous squadrons
of light cavalry from Estremadura.and Andalusia,
penetrating into Portugal, carried -the most terrible

-desolation over :the whole  extent  of ‘its unpro-

tected borders. .The Portuguese knights loudy
murmured at being cooped up in" Toro, while thel
own country was made the theatre of war; and

~ Alfonso saw himself under the necessity of detacl-

ing so- considerable; a portion of his army for-the

. defence of his frontier, as entirely to’icripple-bis

~ future operations. : Sol deeply, indeed, was he im-
. pressed, by these circumstances, withvthe‘diﬂic'ulty
“of his enterprise, that, in a negotiation with the

~ Castilian sovereigns at this time, he:expressed 3

- willingness to resign his ‘ claims. ‘to' their crown 1

consideration of the cession of Galicia, ‘togeth®
with the cities of Toro and Zamora, and:a ¢o%
s min-
d the
n the

single’ inch of the C*%
R 5 P o0 oL

en and her ¥
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