"' DEATH OF HENRY 1V.

the feeble mind of Henry had been long accus- cmsrr

tomed to rest for its support, and who was cut off
- by an acute disorder buta few months previous, in
the full prime of his ambitious schemes. The king,
notwithstanding the lingering nature of his. dis-
ease gave him ample time for preparation, expired
without ‘a will, or even, as generally asserted, the
designation of a successor.  This was the more
remarkable, not only as being contrary to establish-
ed usage, but as occurring at a period when the

Succession had ‘been so long and- hotly debated. ®

- i

litm This topie is involved in no
tle obscurity, and has been re-
. borted with much discrepancy as
well as inaccuracy by the modern
panishhistorians. . * Among the
at]:clent, Castillo, . the historiogra-
fa.er C:f Henry IV., mentions cer-
- *testamentary executors,’’
without, however, noticing in.any

more direct way the existence of a

W, (Crén.c.168.) The Curate of
. rst dalaclos refers to a clause re-
the ed, he says, to have existed in
D ;::stament of Henry 1V., in
daumh he declares - Joanna' - his
o ég ter and heir; (Reyes Ca-

s, MS., cap. 10.). Alonsode
ke C1a states positively that there

gxizz;l(;? being asked who was to

tary Juan Gonzale
.Ga z for.a knowl-
edge of his intention, (Cr6n.ré?9v;.)

arineo also - states that the

18 usual improvi-
dence,* left no will. C(mag Me--
Pulgar, an--

King, « wit

Mmorah :
pedles, fol. ‘155, )

Other cont, )
clares tha:ni-})omry » expressly . de-

s ;1;10&98 the words dictated by

simply 18 secretary, in which he -
Y designates two of the gran-

(o xecutors - of his soul, *’

Others j ‘conjst:‘ ‘anima,) and . four

10 such instrument, and that

Im, referred to his secre- -

e executed' no - will,

netion with them as

the guardians of his daughiter Jo-

anna. Reyes Cat. p. 31.) It seems

not: improbable that the existence
of this document has been confound- -

ed with that of a testament, and
that with reference to it, the phrase
above quoted of Castillo, as well as
the passage of Bernaldez, is to be
interpreted.’ - Carbajal’s wild story:

of the .existence of a will, of its

secretion for more than thirty
ig'ears, and its final suppression by

erdinand, is too naked of testimo-

ny to deserve the least weight with
the historian. - (See his Anales,

- MS., aiio 74.) It should be remem-

bered, however, that most of the

abovementioned writers compiled

their works after the accession of
Isabella, and that none, save Cas-

tillo, were the partisans of herrival.. -
It should also be added that in the

185

lv.

lotters addressed by . the princess = =
Joanna to the different cities of the - -~

kingdom, on her assuming the'title -
- of queen of Castile, (bearing date
‘May, 1475,) it is expressly stated .
that Henry 1V., on his deathbed,

solemnly affirmed her to be his on-

ly daughter and lawful heir. These .

letters were drafted by John de ~ - .
Oviedo, (Juan Gonzalez,) the-con-. . =

enry IV.

See Zurita, Anales, tom. iv. fol.

fidential - secretary of
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Notice of
Alonso de
Palencia, -

~ymis,? cited by Pellicer,
theca de -Traductores, p. 7,) in

‘beventeen, he became page to Al-

TROUBLES IN CASTILE AND ARAGON.

The testaments of the Castilian sovereigns, though
never esteemed positively binding, and occasionally,
indeed, set aside, when deemed unconstitutional or
gyen inexpedient by the legislature,® were always
allawed to haye great weight with the nation. - .

‘+With Henry -the Foyrth terminated .the male
line of the -house.of Trastamara, who had kept

- possession of  the. throne

for..more than.a gentury,

and in the course of only four generations had ex-
hibited every gradation of ‘character from.the bold
and chivalrous.enterprise of .the first Henry of that
name, down to the drivelling imbecility of the last.

3 As was the é_ase w1th the tes-
taments of Alfonso' of Leon and

Alfonso the Wise, in the thirteenth
_ LA R TR ITE W T L SO

century, and withi that of Peter the
Cruel, in the fourteenth. . . -

£

M s Bwed AE Ao p

‘The historian cannot-complain
of a want -of authentic - materials
for the reign of Henry IV. « Two
af the chroniclers of that period;

~Alonso de Palencia and Enriquez

del - Castillo, "were' eyewitnesses

and ‘conspicuous 'actors in- the

scenes “which they recorded, and
connected' with opposite - factions:
The former of these writers, Alon-
so de Palencia, was born, as ap-
pears from his work, ¢ De Synon-
(Bib

1423. " Nie. Antonio has fallen

into- the “error: of dating his birth
~+ _nine years later. (Bibliotheca Ve-

tus, tom. ii. p. 331.) At the age of

fonso of Carthagena, .bishiop of

Burgos, and, in the family of that

estimable prelate, acquired a taste

* for letters, which never' deserted
- him during a busy political career.
He afterwards visited Italy, where

_he became’ acquainted with ‘Cardi-
. nal Bessarion,* and through him
‘with the learned Greek Trapezin-
tius, whose lectures on philosophy

- torio

lio-

e e Y

and rhetoric he attended. On hit-

return to his native country, he ;I.V?s
raised to the dignity of royal s
grapher by Alfonso, younget
brother of Henry IV., and compe-
itor with him for the crown.
attached himself to the fortunes 0
Isabella, after Alfonso’s death ﬁ“
was_employed by the_archbisioP
of Toledo in many delicate negf*
tiations, particularly in arrang’ 6
the marriage .of the princess Wh ;
Ferdinand,; for which purﬁi" x
made.a secret journey into Ar38 ¥
On the accession ‘,of_-Isabel]aI; b,
was confirmed: in the office Od the
tional - chronicler, and passét o
remainder of his life in the ¢° tg'ri?
sition of ' philological and hist he
cal works and translations f.l'.PT'i:.l bis
ancient classics. - The_tiune 3- e B
death is uncertain. He liveC 5
good old age, however, .s_m.cg (s¢
ears from his own statermei .
Klendez;»'l’ypo phia Es ?;'t‘ hia
‘(Madrid, 1786,), p 190,) t'f ool
‘version of Josephus was 1ot 7=

ted till the year 1492. - - .
,Plel“ile most p%pular of Pﬂle“mas
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The character of Henry the Fourth has been cmarrer
sufficiently. delineated - in- ‘that’ of his: reign. He —
' ’ : Influence of

was not without certain amiable qualities, and may bisreien i
be considered as.a weak, rather than a’ wicked

prince. . In persons, however, ‘intrusted with: the
degree of power -exercised by sovereigns'of even
the most limited monarchies of this period, a weak
man may be deemed more - mischievous to the state
over which he presides than -a wicked -one.’ The
latter, feeling himself responsible in the eyes of the L
nation for- his actions, is more likely to consult ap-
pearances, and, where his own passiops or interests o
are not immediately involved, to-legislate with ref-
erence to the general interests of his subjécts.- The
former, on the- contrary, is- toa often a mere tool '
}"Imi“g’ﬂ, are his ¢ Chronicle of « -ples of negligence and inaccuracy. : %
: ﬁnFY,}V.,”_ and his Latin ¢*De- - His Latin ** Decades?’ were prob~ - B
»c‘;) °S,'- continuing the reign of Is- ably composed with more care, as g
abelly down to the capture of Ba- addressed 'to” a’learned class of ]
12, 1n1489. Hishistorical style, far readers; and they are lauded by ]
mn}) S‘EhOIaSt'lc pedantry, exhibits 'Nie. Antonio as an elegant com- ;
lﬁfeth usiness-like manner of a man mentary, worthy to be assiduously .
ol e world. His Chronicle, which, studied i)y all who would acquaint i
\va:g composed in the Castilian, themselves with the history of - _ e
gl probably intended for popular their country. " The artof printing ~ ~ ~ ~  }

b 18 conducted with little’ arti- has done less perhaps for‘S%ain P
and and Indeed with a ‘prolixity than for any other country in Eu- Fed ¥
o g inuteness  of detail, arising rope; and these two valuable histo- - - )

mo doubt from the deep_interest ‘ries are still permitted to swellthe 3 | L

:ce::’; ai an actor he took in the rich treasure of manuscripts with =~
Tments e describes. * His 'senti- 'which her libraries are overloaded. . = -
'hnd?gar‘e expressed with boldness,  Enriquez del Castillo, a’ native Noticeof ~ = * . =~
o af"tmﬁllmg_s with_the  acerbity “of Segovia, was the chaplain and Boriquez del .U
mu(I:H }; feeling, ' He" has been historiographer of King HenryIV,, =™ = ..
panish wrerced by the best and a member of his privy cous- S
Zuitigy ‘Klmqrs, such as Zurita, cil.. ‘His situation not-o_nlg made :
his verne ‘mt‘l?f Clemencin, for 'him acquainted with the policy and - Ok
“dence Ofctl}‘ll" . The internal " evi- intrigues of the court, but ‘with. {
in his dej; 18.18 sufficiently strong - the personal feelings of the mon- - . ;
in which neation of those scenes ‘arch, who reposed entire confidence - ]
‘Baged » 1 15, Was personally  en- ‘in "him, - which Castillo repaid ..
ill not 1};1 his account of others, it “with uniform loyalty.. He appears. -
Vo1 e difficult'to find exam- = very early to have commenced his. = o
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‘ TROUBLES IN CASTILE AND ARAGON.

in the hands of favorites, who, finding themselves
screened by the interposition of royal authority
from the consequences of measures for which they
should be justly responsible, sacrifice. without re-
morse the public weal to the advancement of their
private fortunes. - Thus the state, made to minister
to the voracious appetites of many tyrants, suffers
incalculably more than it would from one. So fared
it with Castile under Henry the Fourth ; dismem-
bered by faction, her revenues squandered on
worthless parasites, the grossest violations of justice
unredressed, public faith become a jest, the treasury

‘bankrupt, the court a brothel, and private morals to0

loose and audacious to seek even the veil of hypoc-

risy! Never had the fortunes of the kingdom reach-

ed so low an ebb since the great Saracen inyasion,

Chronicle of Henry’s reign.. On

the occupation of Segovia by the
young Alfonso, after the battle of

~ Olmedo, in 1467, the chronicler,
together with the portion of his
history then compiled, was un-

fortunate enough to fall into the
enemy’s hands. The author was

‘soon summoned to the presence

of Alfonso and his counsellors, to
hear and justify, as he could, cer-
tain passages of what they termed
his ¢ false and frivolous narrative.”
Castillo, hoping little from a de-
fence before such a prejudiced tri-
bunal, resolutely kept his peace;
and it might have gone hard with

him, had it not been for his eccle-

siastical profession. He subse-

" -quently escaped, but never recov-
- ered his _m@nuscrigts, which were
;Eobably destroyed ;

~and, in the
troduction to his Chronicle, he

laments, that he has been obliged
- .to rewrite the first half of his mas-
~ ter’s reign.

" Notwithstanding ~Castillo’s = fa-

* miliarity with public affairs, his .

‘quence.  The |

some critics to suppose e
: v . 0 aﬂer t
underwent a rifaciment ey the

_form under the care 0
“Miguel de Flores, Secreta

‘work is not written in the busmess-

like style of Palencia’s. The [5;?{1‘
timents exhibit a moral sensibi 1!
scarcely to have been expecteds

even from a minister of rell%l“;ng
in the corrupt court of Henry 2V.

and the honest indignation of the

writer, at the abuses which é"’
witnessed, sometimes breaks fo o
in a strain of considerable ©

Bpirit of his WO

notwithstanding its abundant loy-

' r
‘alty, may be also- commendeé 0

its candor in relation to the partt:

s which has Jed
sans of Isabella’; which that it

accession of that princess
throne. ‘

" Castillo’s Chronicle, more o~

tunate than that of his rival, hes

el 2
been published,, in ‘af 115?)1:1 qu;X;e

ryof the
Spanish ;'Academg, of _I_Il.St"."Y;v:;
whose learned labors 1n © "o,
Castilian literature is 80 mU¢%
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ACCESSION OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.—
- CESSION.— BATTLE OF TORO.
e s A6 e s A

osag F

Isabella proclaimed Queen.’_— Settlement of the CIOWH-'E’;IA_.ITOIISO_-‘Of '

I_)‘fl"“gal supports Joanna. — Invades C:isti_le.'—-Retrpat of the Cas-
tilians. — A ppropriation of the Church Plate. — Reorganization of the
Army. = Battle 6f Toro. — Submission ‘of the whole Kingdom.—

AR OF THE SUC-

Peace with France and Portugal. éj-Joanna takes ;the Yeil_, -ijeat_h : |

,OfJthlI-, of Aragon. .

Mosr of the '_ébntémporary write'r_s"are“‘ ‘content
to denvg Isabella’s title to the crown of Castile
from " the illegitimacy of her rival Joanna.. But, as

CHAYTER

V. .

Title of Isa-

bella.

this fact, 'W'hatever' probability it may receive from
the avowed licentiousness of the queen, and some

other collateral circumstances; was never established

by legal evidence, or even made the subject of legal
quiry, it cannot reasonably be adduced as afford-

g 1n ]tSelf a Satl,Sfactpry baslsj fOl‘ the pretensmns ki

of I.Sabella.l, G o b T el L £ s

1 The

illegiyi - 2oPular belief of Joanna’s princess Joanna, the only child

follm?\nl'ltllmclr was founded on the of his second queen, Joanna of e
Henry'sgﬁmrc“mtances; ‘1. King - ‘Portugal, was not born' until the -

of Nays

I3t marriage with Blanche eighth’ year of her marriage, and E

hag Bubsli'rs?.was dissolved, after it long afier she had become noto- - -

Publicly )

ot ground of ‘“im- though Henry kept several mis-
Potence in tpyq parties.” 2, The tres's%s,- whox;y he maintained in so

ed twelve years, on the Tious for her gallantries. 3. Al:
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-one of them. — To counterbalance - Teorfa, tom. iii.* part. &

ACCESSION OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.

 These are to be derived from the will of the
nation as expressed by its representatives in cortes.
The power of this body to interpret the laws regu-
lating the succession, and to determine the succes-
sion itself, in the most absolute manner, is incon-

trovertible, having been established by repeated

precedents from a very ancient period.? In the
present instance, the legislature, soon after the
birth of Joanna, tendered the usual oaths of alle- -

giance to her as heir apparent to the monarchy.

On a subsequent occasion, However, the cortes, for
reasons deemed sufficient by itself, and under 3
conviction that its consent to the preceding measure
had been obtained through an undue influence 00
the part of ‘the crown, reversed its former acts, and

did homage' to Isahella as the only true and law-

ful successor.® | In this disposition’ the legislature

r

'~ "ostentatious a manner as to excite .almost every contemporary histo-

eneral “scandal, he “was never rian, as well as of the official 40"
lé;.no to have had issue by any ments of that 3gy,_(sf;e QMa;tnuif
the presumption afforded by these 11.), the stain has been t00 deepgy
facts, ‘it ‘'should be statéd, that fixed by the repeated tgstxmort{yher
Henry. appears, to the day of ‘his Castillo, the loyal .adher?.‘“‘ﬁ". o,
death, to have cherished the prin- own party, to be thus easilye actha
cess Joanna ‘as his own’ offspring, . Tt is said, however,_ t"ﬁ:tityi

agd that Beltrap de 13 Cuaeva, duke -
o

‘Albuquerque, her: reputed fa-
ther, - instead of supporting’ her
claims ‘to the crown on the demisé
of Henry, as would have been
natural had he been entitled to the
honors of paternity, attached him-
self to the adverse faction of Isa-
Bella, 1o . o
.~Queen Joanna survived her hus-
band about six months only.” Fa-

- ther Florez' (Reynas Catholicas,
~tom. ii. pp. 760 -786) has made
‘2 flimsy attempt to whitewash her

charagter ;' but, to say nothing of

queen died in the odor of 53
and Perdinand and Isabellz cave
her to be deposited in 2 rich mdor
soleuin) etected by the allhrn .,
to the court of the Great e
¢lane for himself, but from e
his remains were somew ?}er !
ceremoniously ejected, in o rog8l
make room for those of s
mistress. :
2 See this subject dlscussedmf:
extenss, by Marina, Teori®s by
9, cdp. 110, — See, also; 2
Sect, 1. of this History. . -
%o Part I, Chap- 3
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continued so resolute, that, notwithstanding Henry f

twice convbked the -statés for the.express. purpose ———

of renewing their allegiahce to Joanna; they refused
to comply. with . the summons ;* and thus. Isabella,
at the timié of her .brother’s déath; possessed a title
to the crown Unimpaired, and -derived from. the sole
duthority which could give it-a constitutiondl valid-
ity. It may be added that the princess was so well
aware .of -the . real - basis of .her: preténsions; that in
her several manifestoes; although she adverts to.the

popular notioni of her rivil’s. illegitimacy, shé Tests

the strength of her tause on the sanctiod of the
COtes. oo/ oo sl v v e L I
~.On learning Henry’s death, Isabella signified: to
the inhabitants of Segovia, where she then resided,
her desire of. ‘being. proclaimed queen ii.-that. city,
with thie solemnities. usital on siich .occasions: * -:Ac-

(X

She is pro-
claimed
queen, - -

tordingly, on thi¢ followitig motning, being the 13th

of December, 1474, 4 nlimerous dssembly, corsist-

g of the fiobles, clergy, and piiblic miagistrates in
theit tobies of office; waited on het-at thie dlcazit- 6t
Castle;- and, receiviiig het - uider 4 canopy of Fick
btocade, escorted her- in soleiiin procession- to the

Principal sqiare of the city, wheré a broad platforiti

:ﬁ scaffold-had bigen erécted- for-the performancé of
© Cerémionly. Isabella, foyally attired, fode oii d

4 See

I whic ‘ﬂt;ately, this strong place, Oviedo does not hesitate to declare,

© royal treasure was * It lay with him to make Isabella.

CPosited, wag jn the keeping of * ot her rival queen, as he- listed.”

ndres de Cabrers e - ves S oy
of oo aorera, the husband Quincuagenas; MS., bat. 1, quine.
Bobis(;illlleuas.ﬁ'le‘{d’, Beatriz - d8 1, dial. 93.© . oo

J FonPal't L Chap.4, Note 2. gncture "was so important, that
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ACCESSION OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.

Spani'sh_'jennet» whose bridle was held by two of
the civic functionaries, while an officer of her court
preceded her on horseback, bearing aloft a naked

- sword, the symbol of sovereignty. On arriving
~ at the square she alighted from her palfrey, and,

- ascending the platform, seated herself on a throne

~which had been prepared for her. A herald with a
- loud voice proclaimed, ¢ Castile, Castile for the

king Don Ferdinand and his consort Dofia Isabella,
queen proprletor (reina proprzetama) of these king-
doms!” The royal standards were then unfurled,
while the peal of bells and the discharge of ord-
nance from the castle publicly announced the acces-
sion of the new sovereign. Isabella, after receiving
the homage-of her subjects, and swearing to main-
tain inviolate the liberties of the realm, descended
from the platform, and, attended. by the same cor-
tége, moved slowly towards the cathedral church;
where, after Te Deum had been chanted, she pros-
trated herself before the principal altar, and, re
turning thanks to the Almighty for the protectiot
hitherto vouchsafed her, implored him to enlighten
her future counsels, so that she might dlscharge the
high trust reposed in-her, with equity and wisdom:
Such were the simple forms, that attended the
coronation of the. monarchs of Castlle prevmuSIy %
the sixteenth century. ® ' e
The c1t1es favorable to Isabe]la’s cause, cOmPre

.k

6 Bernaldez, Reyes Catéhcos, i, Marmeo Cosas Memorabg:::
MS » ¢ap. 10, — Carbajal, Anales, fol, 155. —-vaedo ‘Quincuage

S., aiio 75. — Alonso de Palen- MS bat l, qnmc- 9, dxal 3 e
ma,Corémca,MS ,part 2, cap 03, et i
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hending far the most populous and wealthy through- craprer

out the kingdom, followed the example of Segovia,

and raised the royal standard for their new sov-

ereign. The principal grandees, as well as most
of the inferior nobility, soon presented themselves
from all quarters, in order to tender the .customary
oaths of allegiance ; and an assembly of the estates,
convened for the ensuing month of February at

Segovia, imparted, by a similar ceremony, a consti~

tutional sanction to these proceedings.” . .l

<

On Ferdinand’s arrival from-Aragon, where he
Wwas staying at the time of Henry’s death, occupied

with the war of Roussillon, a disagreeable discussion
took place in regard to the respective authority to

be enjoyed by the husband and wife in the ladmin-

istratio_n of the government. , Ferdinand’s relatives,
with the ~admiral - Hénri‘qﬂez “at_their head,” con- '
tended th;;}t the crown of Castile_, and of _c:ourse:"the o
exclusive '7sovvereign‘ty,a ‘was limited to him as the
hearest male representative of the house of. Trasta-
Mara.  Isabella’s friends, on the other hand, insisted
that these rights devolved solely on her, as the law-

ful heir ang proprietor of the kingdom. 'The affair
Was

b e ey B etands septuba g L B

7 Maring, “whisa * bk as g e T g e g
5 ». Whose peculiar re- Among, the nobles, who openly,
h?f;lmt};les band _opportunities ‘make testiﬁeg(i their adhesion to Isabella,
ty for %h'eSt’ 18 my only-authori-: were no less than four of the six

1S convention of the cor-- individuals, to whom the late king
a, tom., ii. pp. 63,89.). had intrusted the guardianship of

tes,. (T

a=,

A o epmEpind

finally referred to the arbitration of the cardinal

writ :?tmc*ﬂ.he makes from the’ his daughter Joanna ; = viz. - the.
o im Immmons" however, seem grand cardinal of Spain, the con- -
not thg Y; that the object was stable of Castile, the duke of In-
and g brec"gmtlon. of Ferdinand -fantado, and the count of Ben
t abella, but. of thejr daugh=: Vente. ... ... iis 1ol

Lo

Settlement
of the
crown.
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ACCESSION OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA

of Spain and thé archbishop of Toledo, v‘vho,ﬁft‘ef
careful examination, established by undoubted pre-

“cedent, that the exclusion of females from the suc:

cession did not obtain in Cdstile and Leon, as was
the case'in Aragon;® that Isabella was.consequent-
ly sole heir of these doniinions ; and -that,whatever
authority Ferdinand might. possess, could only be
derived through her... A settlement was:tlien made

" on the basis of the.original marfiage contract.? Al

municipal appointiments, and .collation . to ecclesias-
tical ‘benefices; were to be made in the: namé of

* both: with the. advice .and consent .of the queen.

All fiscal nominations; and issues from the treasury;
were to be subject to her 6rdeér.. The commanders
of the fortified places were: td:render homage: to her
aloné: - Justice was to be:administered: by both
conjoinitly; when residing in the same place, and by

‘each independently, wWhen separate. - Prdclandations

and letters: patefit were to be Subscribed with the
sipnatdres:of both ; their-inages were to be stamp-
éd o the public Coin, and the united. drms. of Cas-
tile 4nd Aragon emblazoned on a commnon seal.”

' 8 A precedent for female inherit-
ance, 1n the latter kingdom, was
subsequently furnished by the un-
disputed succession and long reign
of Joanna, daughter of Flerdinand
and Is'abel{a, and mother of Charles
V. . The introduction of the Salic
law, under the Bourbon dynasty,

sed a new barrier, indeed ; but

Oll:,Pose.. , ed ; bu
this has been since swept away by’
" :the decrep .of the late monarch,

Ferdiiand VII., and the paramount
authority of the cortes; and we
may hope, that the successful as-
sertion of her lawful rights by Isa-

ng,“:_ oy a0 ] "

bella IT. will put this much vexed
question at rest for ever. Ferdi -
9 See Part 1. Chap. 3.— e:vly
nand’s powers are not. 80 naﬂ?,uﬂy
limited, at least ‘not so C3r¢ %,
defined, in this 8ettlement, fthe
the marriage articles. - Indeet .

- . = c
instrument is. much more con

and general in its whole.imp%':,bn,

10 Salazar ‘de Mendoz3,

del Gran Cardenal, Jib: 1,cap-40.7
L.-]L%::rine‘a,(td’sas" emqmblészfgl.
155“-:-158.;“-"—Zui'ita,j‘AH@I_GS:R: s
iv. fol. 293 - 924, —Pulgas, 1eT
Catblicos, pp. 35, 36-




