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Guienne, the destmed spouse of her rival Joanna, CHAPTER

had died in France ; but not until he had testified -
his contempt of his engagements with the Castilian
princess by openly soliciting the hand of the heiress
of Burgundy 17 " Subsequent negotiations for ‘her

marriage with two other -princes had ‘entirely failed.

The doubts which hung over her birth, and which

the public protestations of Henry and his queen;

far from dispelling, served only to augment, by the

“necessity which they implied for such™ an extra-
ordinary proceeding, were, sufficient to deter any

one from a connexion, which must mvolve the
party in all the disasters of 'a civil war.®® ~ -

Isabella’s ‘own - character, moreover, contnbuted'
essentially * to ‘strengthen her ‘cause. - “Her sedate
~ conduct, and the decorum maintained in her court,'
formed a strong contrast ‘with the frwohty and ‘lit

cense which dlsgraced that ™ of Henry and his con-

sort. Thlnklllg men" were "led ‘to conclude that
the sagacrous admlmstratlon of Isabella muist eventu=
ally secure to her the ascendency over - her rival ;
while all, who' smcerely loved theit country, cou]d
" not but prognostlcate for it,’ under hier beneﬁcent._"'”f_ e
Swa)': a degree of prosperxty, ‘Wthh 1t could neVEr R e
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7 Lmns XI is- supposed with Z:_‘cousxn of Ferdmand, and the kmg 1AL
ability to-have assassi- of Portugal 'The former,. on his

mlleh rob
2::;;1 umhbrmhel' ‘M. de Barante entrance - mto ‘Castile, -assumed

fﬁfﬁ“ with this remark.. ‘¢ Le hand, for instance, to the grandees

. ne"fit peut-étre to kxss, as disgusted these haugh- j;: o
mourir son fry dre, nIr)am persoxll):: ty noblgs, and. gwas eventually the -

:ﬁﬁ?m ‘1\1];11 en fut incapable.”’. occasion of breaking off his match.:
om, ix, : .
8 ,:’[;’;lep- 433, .- + MS., part. 2, cap.. 62, — Faria

w WO Pnnces allnded to‘ Sousa Eumpa ortnguesa, tom. =
ere- .the duke of - Segorbe a 1. p. 39§ s e R s
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P his. examination of the - such sovereign'state, (giving his '~ - |

ues de Bourgogne,‘ ‘Alonso . ‘de - Palencia, Corénica,
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TROUBLES IN CASTILE AND ARAGON.

reach under the rapacious and profligate ministers
who directed the councils of Henry, and most
probably would continue to direct those of his
daughter. T Y S
- Among the persons whose opinions experienced
" a decided revolution from these considerations, was
Pedro Gonzalez 'de Mendoza, archbishop of Seville
and cardinal of Spain; a prelate, whose lofty sta-
tion in the church .was supported by talents of the
highest order ; and whose restless ambition led him,
like many of the churchmen of the time, to take
an- active interest in politics, for which he was
admirably adapted by his knowledge of affairs and
discernment of character. . Without deserting his
former master, he privately entered into a corre-
spondence . with Isabella ; and 'a service,  ‘which
- Ferdinand, ‘on his' return from Aragon, had an op-
__portunity of rendering the duke of Infantado, the
‘head of the Mendozas,” secured the attachment of
the other members of this powerful_\family."‘,?:. .
- ' A circumstance occurred at this time, which seem-
. ed to promise an accommodation between the ad-
verse factions; or at least between Henry and his
sister. © The government of Segovia, whose impreg-
nable citadel had been made the depository of -the

- 19 Oviedo assigns another reason cap. 163. —— The influence of
for this change ; the disgust occa- - these new-allies, especially of the
sioned by Henry IV.’s transferring cardinal, over Isabella’s counci=
the custody ‘of his daughter from was an, additional - ground of uig.
the - family of Mendoza .to the brage to the. archbishop of To.t

Pachecos.” Quincuagenas, MS.; do, who, ina communication W
bat.'1, quinc. 1, dial. 8. =~ .. . the king- of Aragon, declared hm;
. 2 Salazar de Mendoza, Crén.del  self, though friendly to their cat%5
Gran Cardenal, p. 133.— Alonso de to be released from. all further. .‘:a‘
Palencia, Coronica, MS., part. 2, ligations to serve it... See Zuriig,

cap. 46, 92. — Castillo, Cronica, Anales, tom. iv. lib. 46’7“"_3\1"_1_9"
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royal treasure, was intrusted. to Andres'de Cabrera, cmaprer
an officer of -the king’s household. . This cavalier, b
influenced in part. by personal pique.to. the grand |
master of St. James, and still more perhaps by the - -
importunities of his wife, Beatriz.de Bobadilla, the o

early friend and companion of- Isabella, entered into
a correspondence with the princess, and sought to
open the way for her. permanent reconciliation _
with her brother. . He accordingly invited_ her to o
Segovia, where Henry occasionally resided, and, to N b
dispel any suspicions which she might entertainof
his sincerity, despatched his wife secretly by night,

S
ooy

disguised in the garb of -a peasant, to[éranda; -

where Isabella then held .,]ier:':c0urt.»..;,, The latter
'conﬁrmed‘by"th'e assurances of. her jfriend, did: not

hesitate to comply with'the. invitation; and, accom- G
panied by the archbishop ' of Toledo, proceeded to 1473
Segovia, where an interview took. place betwéen her .”*

and Henry the Fourth, in which she vindicated her

Past conduct, and:endeavoured to obtain her broth- -
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er’s sanction to her-union with Ferdinand. : Henry, - ¥
l‘;VhQ_ Wwas naturally. of a placable : temper, received -

®f communication with complacency; and, in order - 4

o gi"ﬁ‘f'fpublic demonstration: of the good under- =
“anding now subsisting between him and his- sis- =
tel: » condescended to walk by her side, holding the
Uil of her palfey; as sho rode alobe the. strosts
of the city, . Ferdinand, on his return into Castile,
Wastened 16 Segovia, where he was welcomed by the
PO it every appesrance of sasfacton.. A
hecsion of fifes and ‘splendid entertainments, at
ich both parties assisted, seemed to announce an
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entire oblivion of all past animosities, and the na-
tion welcomed with satisfaction these symptoms of
repase after the vexatious struggle by which it had
been so long ag1tated # -»
The repose, however, was of no great duration.
The slavish mind of Henry gradually relapsed un-
~der its ancient bondage ; and the grand master of
St. James succeeded, in consequence of an illness
with which the monarch was suddenly seized after
an entertainment given by Cabrera, in infusing into
his mind suspicions ef an attempt at assassination.
Henry was so far incensed or alarmed by the
suggestlon, that he. concerted a scheme for privately
seizing the person of his sister, which was defeated
by her own prudence and the vigilance of her
friends.?* — But, if ‘the visit to. Segovia failed in ifs
destined purpose of a ‘reconciliation with Henry, it
., was: attended with - the important. consequence of
" 'securing to Isabella a faithful partisan in Cabrerd
who, from the. control which his situation gave him
over the royal coffers, proved a most seasonable ally
in her subsequent struggle with Joanna. -
Not long after this event, Ferdinand recelved
| ,anoﬂwr summons from his father to attend him in
Aragon, Where the, storm of war, whlch had beett

Catalan famlly but Wh° - g‘;
‘himself to such preémmet;n bt
his own deserts, says that

21 Carba al Anales, MS‘, a.nosj‘
73, 74.— Pulgar;, Reyes Catolicos,
p- 97,— Castillo, Crénica, cap. 164..

- —Alongo, de Palencia, Coronica,-
'MSi, part. 2,-cap. 75. — Ovie-
~ do, Qumcuagenas, MS., bat. 1,
‘quine, ' I, dial. 23.—Oviedo has
- given a, full account, of this. cava~ "
- hier, who was allied to an ancient -

that he may well be
founder of his house.
- 22 Mendoza, Cron.
Cardenal, -pp. 141:
ullo, Crémca, cap
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for some time gathermg in the dlstance, now burst CHAPTER
with pitiless fury. . In the beginning of February; ———

1474, an embassy consxstmg of two of his principal
nobles, accompanied .by a brilliant train of .cava-
liérs and attendants, had been’ deputed by John to
the court of Liouis XI., for the ostensible purpose of
settling the préliminaries of the marriage, previous-

ly agreed on,. ‘between the dauphin and . the infanta

 Isabella; daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella, then

litle moré. than: three :years of. age.®®. The real

1474.

object of. the mission was. to effect, some definitive
adJustment or compromise. of :the dlﬂ'erences relat:

Ing to the contested . -territories. of Roussﬂlon and

Cerdagne.‘ The king. of Franés; ‘who; notwith=

standmg his late & convention with. John, was. makmg
active preparatlons for -the. forc1ble occupatlon of

these provinces, determined to. gain time by .amis:
ing the ambaSSadors with a show ‘of - negotlatlon,{
and i mterposmg every obstacle which hi$ ingenuity
could ‘dévise to their progress through his- domm-‘
lons: He succeeded so well in this latter part-of .=
his Schiie; that the embassy did’ not -reach ' Paris

uitil the. cldsé of Lent. Louls, who selaom resided

in hig. capltal took gdod ¢aré to be. absent 4t this R -
“The- ambasSadors ln» the mtenm Weréi e
entertaiiied Wlth balls, fét tés;. mlhtary re*news, and

season,

Whatever glsg - thight divert them from the feal ob

JGCts of thelr imssmn."*

4\ ¥

‘ .the eld
of Ferdlnand ﬁn d Iszbe%]sat, (i)l:::;ll .Of P ortugal

All conimunlcatlon ‘was cut* L
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French in-

vasion of
Roussitlon.

1474,
Dec, 5.

TROUBLES IN CASTILE AND ARAGON.

off with their own government, as their couriers were
stopped and their despatches intercepted, so that
John knew as little of his envoys or their proceed-
ings, as if they had been in Siberia or Japan. = In
the mean time, formidable preparations were mak-

~ ing in the south of France for a descent on Roussi-
lon; and when the ambassadors, after a fruitless

attempt at negotiation, which evaporated in mutual
crimination and recrimination, set out'on their re-
turn to Aragon, they were twice detained, at Liyons
and Montpelier, from an extreme solicitude, as the
French government expressed it, to ascertain the
safest route through a country intersected by hostile

“armies ; and all this, notwithstanding their repeated

protestauons agamst this obliging disposition, which
held them prisoneis, in opposition to their own
will and the law of nations., ., The prince who
descended to such petty trlckery passed for the
wisest of h1s time,* o A

«In the mean while, the Selgneur du Lude had
mvaded ‘Roussillon at ‘the ' head of nine hundred
French lances and ten thousand infantry, Supported

‘bya powerful train of artillery, while a fleet of Gen-
oese transports, laden with supplies, accompanled

the army-along the coast. Elna surrendered after 3
sturdy resistance; the governor and some of the prin-
cipal prisoners were shamefully beheaded as. traltorSa
and -the French then proceeded to . invest, Per-
plgnan. The kmg of Aragon was 50 much lmPOVer

[ N -t’.-.‘
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u Gaxllard Rlvahte, tom et Chromque Sca.ndaleuse,
p- 267 - 276, — Duclos, Hist. de utot, tom.xm PP 443 444
lns XI,tom.n pp. 113, 115 A _ . PR Ee Lt
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ished by the incessant wars in which he had been
engaged, that he was not only unable to recruit his
army, but was even obliged to pawn the robe of
costly fur, which he wore to defend his person
against the inclemencies of the season, in order to
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defray the expense of transporting his baggage. ' In

this extrémity, finding himself disappointed in ‘the
‘ Cf)ﬁperation, on which he had reckoned, of his" an-
cient allies the dukes of Burgundy and Brittany,

he again summoned Ferdinand to his assistance,

who, after a brief interview with his father in Bar-
celona, proceeded to Saragossa, to solicit aid from
the estates of ‘Aragon, T R A

An incident occurred on this visit of the prince
Worth noticing, as strongly characteristic of the

lawless habits of the age. A citizen of Saragossa, '

named Ximenes Gordo; of moble family, but who
had relinquished the privileges of his rank in order
to qualify himself for municipal office, had acquired

such ascendency over his townsmen, as to engross - -

the most considerable posts in the city for himself

Ferdinand’s
summary

execution

of justice.

ad his ‘creatures. . This authority he abused in a

shameless{manher, “making use of it ‘not only for

the perversion® of justice, but for the perpetration.

of the most flagrant crimes. - Although ‘these facts

‘V - P ) . e e . . g ' % i .
°T€ notorious, yet such were his power and popu-

larity with the lower ' classes, that Ferdinand, de- |

Spairing
Way,

of bringing him ‘to justice in the ordinaty.
| ,d“el‘minedvonga'.m”o-re-;summaryﬁ process.:As
ordo occasion'allyjVisited‘_the_,~palace-»to:,pay"_his Xes o

Pects to - the prince, the.’latter 'affected: to regard

ll 1 ; < : : = fEn B
 With more than usual: favor; showing him such
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. BART ; couftésy as might dissipate any distrust he had con-
' ceived of him: Gordo; thus assured; Wwas invited
- ‘at onie of those interviews to withdraw ‘into a.re-
- tired apartment; where the prince wished to confer
.with him on business of moment.. On .entering
the chamber he was. surprised by the siglit of. the

public executioner; the hangman of the city; whose

presence together with that of a priest; and the
apparatus of death with which the .dpartment was
garnished, revealed at once the dreadful nature of
his destiny.. =~ ... . o
 He was then charged with theé tanifold . crimes

of which he had been guilty, and sentence of death
was pronounced on him.. - In vain did he appeal 10
Ferdinand; pleading. the services which he had ren-
dered on. more than one: occasion: to his father
Ferdinand assured him, that these should. be grate-

fiilly remembered in the protection of his children,

and then, bidding him unburden his cconsciénce 10

“his confessor, consigned him to the. hand of the

fé‘xécdtionér.' - His body was eipOSéd that _'v'ery'day
in the market-place of thé city, to the dismay of

~his friends and adherents, most of whom paid the

penalty of their crimes in the ordinary course ©

justice: - This extraordinary proceeding is Tighly
characteristic of the unsettled times: in which I
oécuired ; when acts of violence. ofteh super seded

the regular operation of the law; even 1 thos

the neéarest to a determinate constitution.* 1t ¥

~doubtless remind the reader of ‘the similar :procee™

¢ admit
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ble sketch given wus:of :that monarch in ¢ Quentin
Durward.”?®8 v oler s e Doet o T i
+ The supplies furnished by the Aragonese cortes
were inadequate to king John’s netessities, and he
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Siege and re-
duction of

FPerpignan,

was compelled, while hovering with his little force

on the confines of Roussillon, to witness the gradual
reduction of its capital, without being able to strike
a blow in 'its’ defence.:: The inhabitants, indeed,
who fought with a “resolution ‘worthy:of ancient
Numantia® or.‘Saguntum, were reduced to the last
extremity of famine, supporting life by feeding on

the most loathsome offal, on’ cats, dogs; the corpses . =

of their enemies,’and even on such of ‘their own

dead as had fallen in ‘battle! “And when at length -

an honorable eapitulation ‘was granted them' on ‘the
14th of March, 1475, the *garrison “who' evacuated
the ¢ity, reduced' to”thé ‘numberof four' hundred;,
Were obliged to march on foot to Barcelona, as'they

had consumed their horses during the siege.?" ™ -2

The terms of 'Capitulatidn; which permitted ev-

Perfidy of

the city, athis option, were too liberal to satisfy AR
f‘h?._ vindictive ‘temper "of ‘the king of France.” He = -

1

MHS-A?QS%QE- Palencia, Corénica;  bles,’ fol. ‘150. — Zurita, Anales, =~
ist, "Bsna QaP,‘83..:T-Fener‘ag,. tom. iy. lib. 19, eap. 13.— Chro? =
cap, 13, - '2€8, tom. iv; lib. 19, tom. xiii. p. 466.—Alonsode Pa~ -

L U i

+ Marineo, Cosas Memora- cap. 817 ' -

istantly wrote to his generals; instructing’ them'to =~
°Part from their engagements, to' keep the city s0 =
Short of supplies as to compel an emigration of its
°figinal inhabitants, and to confiscate for 'their own

4 lencia,qu6nica,MS.,part. :“2’;‘ - : afs
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-~ use the estates of the principal nobility; and after

———— delineating in detail the perfidious policy which
~ they were to pursue, he concluded with the assur-
- ance, “ that; by the blessing of God and our Lady,

Illness of
Henry 1V, of
Castile,

and Monsieur St. Martin, he would be with them
before the winter, in order to aid them in its execu-

tion.”# Such was the miserable medley of hy-

pocrisy and superstition, which characterized the
politics of the European courts in .this corrupt age,
and which dimmed the lustre of names, most con-
spicuous on the page of history. .~ . ...

- The occupation of Roussillon was followed by 2
truce of six months between the belligerent parties.
The regular course of the narrative has been some-
what anticipated, in order to conclude that portion of
it relating to the war with France, before again re-

verting to :the affairs’ of  Castile; where Henry the

Fourth, . pining under an incurable malady, was

\ ‘gradually approaching the termination of his ,_disaS"

'~ trous reign. -

His death.

- "'This event, which, fro_m ‘the 'mo'm'entous conse-
quences it involved, was contemplated with the
deepest solicitude, not only by those who had ar
immediate and personal interest at stake, but by the
whole nation, took: place on the night of fthe_:llth
of December, 1474.% It was precipitated by the

‘death of the grand master of St. James, on whom

.o See copi'es of the original let- chronicle ; tom. " X. Pp. %8251;‘:?,2,
ters, as given by M. Barante, 2 Bernaldez, Reyes i&nales, .
in his: History of the Dukes MS., cap. 10. — Carbajal, r6nica;

~ of Burgundy, in which the. author MS., aiio’ 74\.9-'-Cz1vst_ill‘0‘_,_gc

~ hasso appily seized the tone and cap. 148.'“"}_'

picturesque coloring of the ancient




