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was repeated by the attendant nobles, who con- omAPTER
cluded the ceremony by kissing the hand. of the -
princess in token of their homage. . In due time
the representatives. of the nation, convened in
cortes at Ocafia, unanimously concurred in their
approbation of these preliminary proceedings, and
thus Isabella was announced to the world as the
lawful  successor to the crowns of Castile and
Leon® . . ..

It can hardly be believed, that Henry was sin-
cere in subscribing conditions so humiliating ; nor
can his easy and lethargic temper account for his so
readily relinqliishing the pretensions of the Prin-
¢ess Joanna, whom, notwithstanding the popular -
Imputations'on her birth, he seems always to have
cherished as_his own offspring. He was accused, =
even while actually signing. the treaty, of a secret
collusion with the ‘marquis of Villena for the pur-
POse of evading it ; an accusation, which derives a
Plausible coloring from subsequent events.
- The new and legitimate basis, on which the pre- Sutomtwo
tensions of Isabella to the throne now rested, drew
the attention of “neighbouring princes, who con-
tended with each other for the honor of her hand. -

40

Alonso de Palencia, Corénica, - anced by the opposite one of Pul-

1 Part. 3, cap, 4.—Castillo,Cr6~ gar, a .contemporarg- writer, like

spreoPe 118.—Mariana, Hist. de - himself. - (Reyes Catélicos, cap.

p fﬂlla, fom. i, pp. 461, 462. — 65.) And as Ferdinand and Isa-

ca Reyeg Catblicos, part. 1, bella, in a letter addressed, after

1y 'in -~ Lastillo affirms that Hen- ' their marriage, to HenryIV., tran-

of th c‘i?.sﬁd by his sister’s refusal scribed also by Castillo, allude in- .
o o ng of Portugal, dissolved cidentally tosuch a recognition as
ot tCtlb{rtes at Ocaiia, before it to a well-known fact, the balance

. hera en thg o el vl must be - admitted L
. asser (%rémca', cap. 127.) This  to be in favor of it. See Castillo,

I, gwever.'-m‘countarba.l7 - Crénica, cap. "114.:;3.;:‘;--;-‘ e
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. PART. 'Among these suitors, was a brother of Edward the

Fourth, of England, not 1mprobably Richard, duke
of Gloucester, since Clarence was then engaged in
his 1ntr1gues,w1th the earl of Warwick, which led
“a few months later to his marriage with the daugh-
“ter .of that nobleman. Had she listened to his pro-
posals, the duke Would in all likelihood have ex-
changed his residence in England for Castlle, where
~ his ambition, satisfied with the certain reversion of
a crown, might have been spared the commission
of the catalogue of cnmes, Whlch blacken his
‘memory.* .~ s
I Another suitor was. the duke of Gulenne, the
,unfortunate brother of Loms the Eleventh, and at
that time the presumptive heir of the French mon-
; archy. . Although the ancient intimacy, which sub-
sisted between the, royal families of France and
Castlle, in some measure favored his pretensmns,
|/the dxsadvantages resulting from such a union were
 too obvious to escape attention. . The two coull”
~ tries were t00. remote from each other “ and their

mstead to wxfe a Wldow of E"g
land.” - (Vol. iii. p. 274.) ?;ll;‘;
old chronicler Hall, on, the 0
hand, mentions, “that = b he
currently reported, althoug hat
does not appear to_credit 1t,b .
the earl of Warwick ‘had Joct0
 despatched. into Spain in 0rde oe
request the hand of the Pr:i“I
Isabella for his master Edwar o
~in 1463. - (See his Chronic
England, (London, 1809,) PP P
: 64 —-i find nothing in the

a Isabella, who in a letter to
Henry IV., dated Oct. 12th, 1469,

- adverts to these proposals of the
English prince, as being under
'consnderatmn at the time of the
convention of Toros de Guisan-
do, does not’ specxff which of the
brothers of Edward IV. was intend-
ed. - (Castillo, Crénica, cap. 136.)

Mr.: Turner, in his History of

En gland during the Middle Ages,

o (London, 1825,) quotes part o the
address delivered b the Spanish

263,
an-
S ich

~ envoy to Richard III., in 1483, in
~ ‘whie
- unkindness, which his queen Isa-

the  orator speaks of ¢ the

bella had conceived for Edward 1V.,,

‘ for Im rqfusal qf her and hm takmg

“ish acconnts of that period, ¥

throws any lsght on theseﬁ \o vio

contradictions. -~ P ad
42 The terntones ‘of France 3

:_.Castlle touched, mdeed, on o0
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inhabitants too dissimilar'in ch’aracter and institu- cHAPTER

tions, to. permit.the idea of their ever cordially coa-
lescing as one.people under a common sovereign,
Should the duke of Guienne fail in_the. inheritance
of the crown, it was argued, he would be every
Wway an unequal match for the heiress of Castile
should he succeed to it, it might be. feared, that,.in
case of ‘a union,. the. smaller kingdom would. be
considered only as an appendage, and sacnﬁced to.
the interests of the larger.® o0 o0 o v

The person,. on whom Isabella turned the most K:g:)n:nd of

favorable eye, was her kinsman F erdmand of Aras

gon. The superior advantages. of a connexion, =

which should be the means of- umtlng ‘the people |
of Aragon and Castile into one nation; were in<
deed manifest. . They were the descendants of one
common stock, speaking one language, and living
under. the- influence of sxmllar 1institutions, which
had moulded them ‘into a- common resemblance of -
character and manners. - From their geographical

Position, too, they seemed destined by nature to_be |

One mation 3 and, while separately they were con-
demned to the rank of petty and subordinate states,
they might hope, When consolidated into one mon-

archy, to rise at once to the first class of Eumpean et

Powers, Wlule arguments of thlS pubhc ‘nature
Pressed on the mind of Isabella, she was not msen- .~
S‘ble to those Whlch most powerfully aﬁ"ect the

pomt (Gmpuscoa , bul; .wlere\ se - 43 Pul ar C'atéhcos cap.
g:h?%(i‘ ?lo & thﬁ ")V hole remammp- 8 --Alonso’de galfigcxa, Coré
rOntler th k So + aﬂ.g 63 . Sy ,'.","_Z ‘
agon and Navshn: mgdoms 'M EP . p e R

mca, o ]
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female heart.. Ferdinand was then in the - bloom

——— of life, and distinguished for the comeliness of his

person. . ~In the busy scenes, in which he had ‘been

- engaged from his boyhood, he had displayed a chiv-
-alrous valor, combined with maturity of judgment

 press purpose of ‘defeating it. .=

Bupport ot:
Joanna Bel-
traneja.

* ted as to be almost deformed, and quis of Villena. -
‘with eyes so weak and watery as 45 Alonso de Palencia
- 'to incapacitate him for the ordina-- MS., part. 2, cap.
- Ty exercises of chivalry. While .

far above his years. : Indeed, he was decidedly su-
- perior to” his .rivals in..personal merit and attrac-
, tions.* . But, while private inclinations thus happi-
1y coincided with considerations of expediency for
inclining her to prefer .the  Aragonese match, 2

scheme was devised in another quarter for the ex-

. A fraction of the royal party, with the family of
Mendoza at their head, had retired in .disgust with
the convention of :Toros de Guisando, and openly
espoused the cause of the princess Joanna. ;. They
even instructed her to institute an appeal before the
tribunal. of the; supreme pontiff, and caused a_pla-

| card, exhibiting a protest against the validity of the
 late proceedings, to be. nailed secretly in the night
 to the gate of Isabella’s mansion.* _Thus, were
~ sown the seeds of new dissensions, before’ the old

E R T
i )

. 44 Isabella, in order to acquaint Ferdinand, on the other hand, W2
‘herself more intimately with the possessed of a comely; symmets

personal qualities of her respective, cal figure, a graceful - demeanc®

B suitors, had privately despatched and a’ spirit that was up t0 any
~her confidential chaplain, Alonso de - thing ;" mui’ dispuesto

para 10 ‘:
Coca, to the courts of France and cosa que hacer quisiese. It 38 1°

‘of ‘Aragon, and his report.on his improbable that the queen of -"A;l“;
- 'return was altogether favorable to . gon condescended to vpractlse‘??the
~ Ferdinand. The duke of Guienne of those ~agreeable: arts:on

he represented as *¢ a feeble, effem- worth{ chaplain, which made 80
e

inate prince, with limbs so emacia- - sensib an‘zmpres‘siox\l__p;l_j@? ?M

it
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were completely eradlcated Wlth this. dlsaﬁ"ected
party the marquis of Villena, who, since” his recon-

ciliation, had resumed : his ancient ’ascendency' over

Henry, now ' associdated himself. - -Nothing, in the
opinion of this nobleman, could . be more -repugnant
to his interests, than:the projected union' between
the houses of Castile and Aragon ; to'the latter of
Whlch as already noticed,* once belonged the ample
domains of: his own marquisate, which he imagined
‘would be held by a’ very. precarious tenure shou]d
any of this family obtain a footmg in Castile.:;

In_the . hope of ‘counteracting this pro_)ect, he
endeavoured to revive the obsolete Ppretensions of
Alfonso, kmg of Portugal and, the more effectual-
ly to secure the codperation of . Henry, he -connect-

ed with' his schemé a’ proposition;: for . marrying: his,

'daughter Joanna w1th the son and 'heir-of  the; Por-
‘tuguesé monarch ; and thus: this unfortunate prin-
cess might be enabled to assume at-once ‘a " station
’sultable to" her birth, and at some future opportu-
nity assert with success her claim to the Castilian
cfown, ' ‘In furtherance of this comphcated mtngue,

Alfonso ‘Was 1nv1ted 10 renew his - addresses to

Isabella in: a ‘more: pubhc manner ‘than “he: had
hitherto done ;" and a pompous’ embassy, with the"
archbishop of Lisbon * at-its head, appeared at
Ocaﬁa’ where. Isabe]la Was then: res:ndmg, bearing
the Pmposals of their master. . :The princess return-
d: as before, a deexded though temperate refusal bid

RN o (R 7“‘ p "" 1\"

g‘?e ante, note 10 SR Alonso . de-.];Palencxa, Corbmca,
trgees ¥ Sousa, Europa Por- MS., part. 3, cap. 7.— Lebrija,
llg' €sa, tom; ‘ij. p. 391, — Cas- Rerum Gestamm Decad hb 1,

0: Crémca cap 121, 127 — eap '7
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PAR’I‘

'Ferdinand,

- clent force to insure it. .
‘ Bhe acce ts

at hlS notonous mfractxon of almost ‘every al artlc1 |

" CASTILE UNDER HENRY IV.’

Hem‘-‘y,~ or rather the marquis of Villena, piqued at
this opposition to his wishes, resolved to ‘intimidate
her into comphance and menaced her: with im-.
prisonment in the royal fortress at Madrid. . Neither
her tears nor entreaties would have. avalled agamst
this tyrannical proceeding ; and the marquis was
only deterred from putting it in execution by his
fear of the inhabitants of Ocafia, who openly es-
“poused the cause of Isabella. Indeed; the common
people of Castile very generally supported her in
her preference of the Aragonese match. = Boys
* paraded . the streets, bearing banners ‘emblazoned

~ with the arms of Aragon, and singing verses pro-

phetic of the glories of the auspicious union. - They
even assembled round the palace gates, and insult-
ed the ears of Henry and his minister by the repe-
tition of satirical stanzas,” which contrasted ‘Alfon-
so’s years: with the youthful graces of Ferdmand

Notwithstanding this populat * expression of opin-
jon, however, the constancy of Isabella: might at
 lenigth have yielded to the importunity of her
persecutors, had she 1ot been: encouraged by. her
friend, the arclibishop of Toledo, who had. warn-
ly entered into- the interests of Aragon ‘and who
promlsed should matters: comeé to " extremltYa o
“march in person to her rehef at: the head of 4. S“fﬁ‘

R

. Isabellay mdlgnant at. the ‘oppresswe g treatmenfa

Whlch she expenenced from her brother as well a3
e in

& Bernaldez, Iieyes Catbhcos, MS.,wcap _
Corémca, MS., part 2, cap. 7. aTh it
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the.treaty of Toros de Guisando,.fellt.herself réleased cuaprer

from her corresponding engagements, and deter-

mined to conclude the negotiations relative. to her

marriage, without any further -f.défere"nce‘ to his
opinion.. . .Before taking any decisive step, how-
ever, she was desirous of obtaining.the concurrence

of theleading nobles of ‘her party.: This was

effected without. difficulty, through the intervention
of the archbishop of Toledo, and of Don Frederic

11l

Henriquez, admiral ‘of :Castile, and.the maternal =
grandfather .of Ferdinand ; a person. of. high con-

sideration, - both.from his rank and character;.and
connected ‘by blood with.the principal families.in .. - :
the kingdom.® = Fortified by their approbation,
Isabella ~_dismissed .the . Aragonese -envoy . with a "
favorable answer to his master’s suit.% . 1 il

‘Her reply was received. with almost:: as, .much

Satisfaction by the .old king of Aragon; John the

Second, as by his son.: ‘This monarch, who wasone

of the shi'ewde‘st_; princesf of his time, had always '

been deeply sensible of the importance of consolidat-

Ing the scattered ~monarchies of ‘Spain under one

head. He had s,olicited‘m ‘the - hand ‘of - Isabella for

his son, when she possessed only a contingent rever: -

sion of -the crown. _‘But, when heri‘ivsuccession“l}éd' PR
een settled on: a more :secure - basis, he lost'mo
Ume in effecting - this  favorite object  of his-policy: -
With the ‘consent of ‘the states, he. had transferred  ~
on the title of king of Sicily, and associated .

been

to his

o

3 3 I’ &

2 Pular, Claros Varones, 2. Pal

bles’ f(,] 154, <L Zupita o SN
: e ot ~Znrita, - Anales, €08, cap.: 9.7
tom. Iv. fol. 162, — Alonso de . .

m .

cla,Corémca., MS,partQ, L
arineo, . Co_sas_.Memom.”_ cap. 7.—Pu]gar, Reyes Cat611- LR
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- him with hlmself in’ the government at home, in
~order to give him greater consequence :in the eyes
of his mistress. He then despatched a confidential -
agent into Castile, with instructions to gain over to
his interests all who exermsed any influence on: the
mind of the princess ; furnishing him for, this pur-
pose with cartes blanches, signed by himself and
Ferdinand, which he was empowered to ﬁll at hlS
dlscretlon.5?. et Dl I Rt

Between partles thus favorably dlsposed there
was no unnecessary delay. - The ‘marriage articles
were s1gned and sworn to by Ferdinand at Cer-

-vera, on’the 7th of January. He promised falth-

fully to respect the laws and usages of Castile ;°

fix his residence-in- that’ kingdom, and notto qlllt
it without the consent of Isabella; to alienate 1o
property belonging to-the-crown 3 ito prefer no -for-

~ eigners to mumclpal offices, and 1ndeed to- make ‘00

R appointments of a civil ‘or 'military nature, without

her consent and: approbation ; and to resign to her

excluswely the right of nomination to ecclesmstlcal
benefices. - -All ordinances of a-public nature’ ‘were
to be subsenbed equally by both.. Ferdmand en-
gaged, moreover, to prosecute the War agamst - the

~ Moors ; to respect King Henry ; to sufferevery

noble to remain unmolested in the possession of his

| _'dlgmtles, and not to demand Testitution of - the

* domains formerly owned by his father- in- CaSﬂle'

" The' treaty - concluded Wlth a. speclﬁcatlon Of a

”magmﬁcent dower to be settled-‘ on Isabella,
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more ample than ‘that - usually' assigned to the cmsprer
queens of Aragon.* . The' circumspection of the __ ™
framers of this instrument' is apparent’ from the “
various provisions introduced into it ‘solely: to -calm

the apprehensions and to conciliate ‘the’ good ‘will

of the party disaffected to the marriage ; while the

national ‘partialities‘ of _the3 Castilians in: fr‘ general

were gratified by the jealous restrictions imposed

on Ferdinand, and ‘the relinquishment of all. the

essential rights of sovereignty to his consort.” v+ -

While these affairs were in progress, Isabella’s Criteal stu-

Situation was' becoming’ extremely critical. - | She vels. )

had availed herself of the absence of her brother . ,,

and the marquis of Villena in the’ south, whither

they had gone for the purpose of suppressing: the

still lingering spark of: insurrection, to transfer her =~

residence. from Ocafia: to Madrigal, where, under /'

the protection of  her mother, she intended o abide

the issue of. the pending negotiations with Aragon.

Far, however, from escaping the vigilant eye of the
‘marquis of Villena by this movement, she"laid her-

self more.open - to. it. .'She. found .the bishop of =
Burgos, the. nephew . of. thie ‘marquis, stationed at
Madrigal, who now served as an effectual spy upon

her actioné@; Her m‘os'i; “confidential servants were
corrupted, -and conveyed intelligence :of - hér- pro- .
ceedings ‘to’ her enemy: i, Alarmed :at’ the ‘actual
Progress made in the negotiations for. her-marriage, -

R e e S FEE FPR S TP St NES ATty S Y
= See the copy of the original . de’ Hist;, Apend.no. L — Zurita, -
\arci?age Contract, as it existsin the ~Anales, lib.”lsi'.caprm--‘“."AFQ?fE‘
tom. o> Of Simancas, extracted in ras, Hist. d’Espagne,: tom. vii,
oM. vi, of M, P, 2386..:

Vemorias: de la Acad.
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. rart . the marquis was now convinced that he could only
hope to defeat them by’ resorting -to the . coercive
system, which he -had before abandoned. . He
accordingly instructed 'the archblshop of qev;llle: to
march at once to Madrigal with a sufficient force to
secure Isabella’s person ; and letters were at the
same time addressed by Henry to ‘the - citizens of
that place, mepacing them with his resentment, if -
they should presume to interpose in her bebalf.
The timid inhabitants - dlsc]osed the purport’ of -the
mandate to Isabella, and besought her to provide

~ for_ her own safety. ‘This was perhaps the most
critical period in-her life. Betrayed by her own
domestics, :deserted :even by those ‘friends of ‘her
own ' 5éx, -who- mlght have afforded: her sympathy
~and- cuunsel -but-who-fled affrighted from:the scene
of: danger,- and an‘the‘eve of.falling into the :snares
- of ther. :enemies, she, behéld the..sudden extinction
1of those hopes, which: she had S0 long and 50 fondly
cherished. ® . oo ik
:In this ex1gency, 1she contnved to convey a
knowledge of her situation to Admiral Henriquez,
and: the- archblshop of Toledo. . The active prelate;
on ‘receiving the summons, collected. a  body: of
horse, and ‘reinforced by the admiral’s - troops,’ ad-
‘vanced with :such expedition: to_Madrigal, that he
succeeded in anticipating the arrival of -the- eriemy:
) 'Isabella recelved her fnends with- unfelgned satls‘

- ﬁ3 Alonso de Palencla, Corémca, Beatnce de Bobadllla and Me‘:";ﬁ
MS. .y’part: 2, cap. 12, — Castillo, de la Torre, the two ladies: mﬂsthﬂ

- Crénica, "cap, 128, 131, '136.— her confidence; had escaped t0-

Zunta Anales, tom. iv. fol 162 omvT nexghbourmg town of 0003- R




