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MARRIAGE OF FERDiNAND-:ANJ)' tSAIlELLA.

ihe truth of· these' imputations,· that: he 'dismissed CHAPTER

the obnoxious· ministers from their:employments. 15 ;; . .. . 111.

·The disg·raced·nobles:; instantly'; 8et' ·:.:about· tlie' Leagueof
. ', . ¡he nobles.

organization of: one"oí those .formidable:;confedera-·
cies, which .hád '~SOi ;often >shaken >the .monarchs bf·.
Castile upon ,therr.: ihroner and :which,;·.;·althóugh;~not

authorized· by' positive ;law,' :aS'" in -Aragon,; seem· ,too
have derived· somewhat oí a· constitutional· sanction '
from ancient usage. >. Sorne of .:~ thé" members or '. this·.
coalition were;. donbtless. influenced· '.excl.usively·by
personal jealousies ;but manyothers ente~ed i:t:Ito it·
fromdisgust at the imbecile and· arbitrary proceed~ ..
ings of the crown~ ~., ;:, ., .., ... ::.:::.:,. ',. ".];': .:,~,' ,.~.,":'-:;. :,': .. i:. ,:' r:·.··:F:·:: ..

In 1462,the''queen>~adbeeiJ., deliveredofa~ ,
daugliter, who was ilaméd !likeherself :Joa~na,;,blit( ': .'
who, froro her'reputed; father, Beltrande laCuevá,;
\Vas" better·. knowri·:'[in .·die ,.~. B.rogres·s '01 ... Jief :... nnfor~ ~.:

tunate'.· history: 'bj' ,the :cognomen", (<<>,f.:-. BeItraneJa·. '~.

HenrlY.t no;we¡v.er,. hadrequiredtheusual .oathof
allegiance'tobe ;tendered, to ~ 'her:as presumptive,
heirto' the: crown.{; \The ,', confederates, ,assembled, '
at BtIrg9s;. declared'this,' oath'ofJe~lty.a co~pulsory',
act,. and thatm·any,of ..thenfl1ad priva~ely protes~e~ .. ·. ;':,., "'1':

a~alnst it atl the time, ,fro.m. a convi~ti~n of the,~ ill~f"" .... .....
, gItimacy'of Joanna.' In;the; biU'oLgne~allc~s; , ", "
w~ich, they 'nolV 'pres~nted, tJthe- monatch, they , ,;
requiredthat he'·should, deliver:~·his'brothetAlfoJ;l.so," .

: '., 1, -... -.;.r;."'" .
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" .14 S~e' the memorial presented 'Gesta~mDeeades,(apud Glfo~
, :to' iba king, cited at lengthih tam,1545,) lib.l, cap:.l, 2.~ arto
, ~ariDa, Teoda,'tom. iü.Apend.no.. so de Palencia', Corbnlca, MS·'Cat6­
, ,'1.- pas~illo:, Cr~nica,cap.'58, 64. 1, cap. 6.-Bernaldez, Reyes .'
,¡~Zurita, Anale~, lib.. 17,cap. 56. licos, ·MS~,cal!. 9.~~';1 65

.. - Lebrija:, Hispanarum RerumFer- l~ ,9astillo,.Crónica" cap· " "
dinando Raga et Elisabe ,ReginA. '

, CASTILE. UNDER HENRY IV...., . . ... " ~. . -. . . ~

into "their hands, to be pQ.plicly· ~ckn()wle~geq
as' his_suc~essor;, they ~num,efat~d the., ~a:Q¡fold

abuses"which. pervaded 'every ,depaft~ent oí gov­
ernment,\ which they freely:imputed tQ:. th~ UlJ.­

wholesome influ~nce exerciseeÍ ,by th~ favor~t~, Be}..
tran d_~ 'la Cu~va, over the royal counsels, doubtless
the true key to much of tbeir patriotic sensibility;
and ,they entered inta a covenant, sanctioned, by aH .
the solemnities of religion usual ,on these occasions,
l1.ót to 'reenter the 'serviceof their .sovereign, ar

accept any fav~r from "him until he, had redressed
their wrongs. :1~ .,

The king, who by an efficient' policy might per­
haps have crushed these· revolutionáry. niovements
iri,theirbirth, :was naturally averse ,toviolent, al

even VigOtous measnres." ' Herepljetl .Ia tlíe :bi,shE>B
of Cuen~a, líis' aneien~pJ3eCept0r,~ '~ho:recommend"

..edthese "measures; · ,~ You" priesis" who. are not

called toengag~.-'in ihe fight,,"are very liberalof, the
:fJlood of others.'1 .To which theprelate rejoined,
witl!. morewar~th' ~han breeding, " Since 'JOU are
pot true lo yourowri. honor, at .átilne like this, 1
shalllive to see .yau the mostdegraded· monar~h in
.8pain; when yau will repent too late this:;¡íDsea-
sonablepusillani~ity." 15' . ' .

'\1, Henry, ~nInov~deithe~' bythe "entreaties orre"
'Inonstrancesdfhis adherents, résórted to'tbe milder
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inethod oí. negotiatión. " He consented too an inter- CHAPTER

view with tlle tortfederates, ~nwh~ch ,hewa~ in- 111.

duced, by the .plausible arguments of tha- marquisof.
'. I

Villena, to' comply.with most of thejj·deman·ds~'¡ He
deliveredhis brbther' AlfoDso:.intotheir: hands, .. ~()
be recogilísed 'as 'thelawful' héir. ·to, ,ilie ,crbwn~ón

condition oí :bis subsequentunion :·with·:·..JoanDá;·
and he agreed to. Ílónlinate,. 'in: conjl1tlctioh with' :hís
opponents, a' commissioli oí five~ who should "delib~

erate on the state oí .' thc ,kirigdohi, ·~nd·, provide'án, "
effecttial' réfdrín .' of abuses. 16 ~': The'~'result ·:,'of ,this
delibératiori, h6wever, 'proved "so' .prejudicial .t(j'the: .

royal atithority, th'at the'feeble'. monarch,was easily
persuaded to disavow·: the ·proeeedii1gs·:: 'of'.· the'" 'coiir-4 .
missioriers,:OJi 'thé' .grotind oc. their·: secret.,· collusion .
with his eneiriies; and e'ven t6·· attemRt :the·,. seizure
of th~ir persons'.l. t·The 'con'fe'de'rate:s', disgusted. wi~ij .
this breach oí falto, afid in' püi'suarice, petliaps, oi .
their originalllesigti j ifistáíit1y decided on the 'exe"
cution of. that: hold ' mensure,' which '., somewriter~
d~nounce as a flagrantact oí rebellion,and others .' .
vlndicateas;' á Just and;'~oÍ1stitutional':ptoceeding~: " ' '.
. In an Open p'lain':Dot far:fronf th·e"·.:city:of,.Avila, Deposition' " .' .

h . ., .' . , '., . .. , . '. of Henry at ' ..'

t ey ca4sed :·a,·.seaffoldto, ..bé éreéted~~of>sufficient A'Vila.. '.'

, elevation to bé ea.sily'seimfroID'the surrounding '. 1465. '.'

Co~ntrY·;· .. A·ch·air of state "vas' .placedo~ it;and in, ....;
tl11s was seatedanéffigy~'ofKingHenry;'cIad ¡Il.· ..

sable robesandadornedlvith aH :thé' insigniaof .
royalty,- a sworda,t its.side'-;a.~sc~ptie.·.·'jnjts ·hánd, '.•....

16 ',', '.' '.. '... ' .. ;: -.':..: '.>.' ..:: "e. '::,. . <:.~ '.-." .":. " . ,:' .' " ", ". '. ',:.: ," .

instruSeecoPies. frC?~, ..th~.originalHi.:part~' 2,::.'Ap~::6,.·.~.[~ Castillo, .. '. .:.,'
serve~ents, ,vhic.h: are-' still pre": ~. Cr6nie~; caj-~ '~6'i 67.·~ Alonso d~ .: .
ofVille~ t~e arch~ves of the·house·· .Palencia,, Coronlca, MS., ~art. 1, .'

a, In Manna, Teoria, tom.. cap. 57. .: . '.
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. PART -. and a crown upon itshead. ,. A manifestowas tben
, l. read, .exhibiting .in, glowing colors' the tyrannical

conduct of the king, and the consequ~ntdetermina­
,tion to,depose"him·;. and vindicating· the p,ro~eeding

by.sev~ralprecedentsdrawn·. frolil .thehist~ry of·the '
. .monarchy. The, archbishop óf Toledo, then ascend-

·ing the platfo~m, tore the ·diadem from the,,:head oí
the ;statue ;: "the .. marquis·, oC,Villena _removed the
sceptre, . thecount ·oí 'Placencia. the· sword, ... the
grandmaster of Aleantara .and the counts of, o~ena"
vente and, Paredes therest, of othe "regal in,signia;
when. the' image, :thu,s ,:despoiled ·oí its ,honors,was

.rolled in,., the 'dust, amid' tbe', mingled'.groans -and
clamors oí the spectators.Theyoung prince Al­
fonso; ·at that.:time. ·~only .e]ev~J.l years .. of..' ;age".Was

.~eated :on', .the .·:v:acant· throne,.. and ,the;~as~~mbled
grandees severaI1J kissed liis.hand .in .~okeuof ~eir
homage;;.the;",:trumpets ,announcedt4e ~QInpletioD

.0(., IDe. ;ceI'Éml9~Y, :and(,the popu1ace gret!te~ ,with
joyful.acClamations, ~eaccession :()f theÚl ~ew ~so"e-
reign. 17, .. :.~: ~H :"i': \~rrn: r; :;'i~J ; :":'no, e '0',' '~l'~ ,'h tú; l·:,,; ';lti:.~··~·;O\ /,.'

;.. ' Such .are;the,~d~tail~.!of,this'·~'~t~ao~du:.~ry; tranS~
; ~ction;as :recorded by.the,two'contemporary, bis-'
. toriaIis 'or. the ':rival l .. ,faction$.~;} ·.··;-The:~ tidings¡,':~ere

borne, with the.usual. celerity:bf evil:'riewWto,the

remote~t: partsof.,the'~,kingdom¡,.,The r,pu1Vit. and
the : forum.'resounded:. 'with!~ the ¡ :debatesr'f,:ot,~ dispu"
tants~ who'denied, ordefended,~ the!zrightiof ~c
subject .·io .sit·. in judgment on .the ·conduc1.()r .}¡ts

..'~~~;;f~~~::7~: ;:;o::~, '~~'~',:~~~:j't~~i¡:~~~~t~OI
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sovereign. ''Every .man .' was compelled to"' chOOSeCHAPTER

h· -d · h· d· · · f h' ki d 111.IS SI e In t 18 strange' lVISlon o·', te', ng om.'
, . ',. ~ Dlvlslon of

Henry 'received intelligenee" of' the '.. defection, suc- partles.

cessively,. of. :the: ca:pital ,cities:,' ofBurgos,; Toledo, '
Cordova, Seyille, together:with."a large part oí the
southern ,provmces;, ,Where :.Iay.tlie,·estates:,of ,sorne
of the most powerful partisans of, the, :opposite .fac-
tiou. The unfortunate' #monarch, thus ·deserted ,'by
his subjects, abandoned ,himself ~to. despair,and,' ex~ ,
pressed the 'extremity of :his'.'anguish· in ':.ihe ,strong
language of J()b:,."Naked"camé 1 ,from:my mother's
\vomb, and naked;niust,:I go:'dowIi .to',the earth !,'"~.18 "
, Alarge,' probably tbe 'larger. part 'of the' ,riation'"
~owev:er, .. ·disapp~oved 'oí' the ,tumultuous .', .procee(I-
lDgs oY. tbe ¡confederates~: ·::.H'owever,.~ much, ·,:theY'

• I • • . •

CQntemned ,theperson,;of 'the monarch, 'tbey :were
not prepared" tosee 'the royal': autlioritylhus,' :oEeiiIy
degraded., 'They' indulged,'too," sorne compassion
~or aJ .• prince,:mHose politiéál ',:vicés~L at'least, were
Imputable 'to mental incapacity,'and t,to,ievil.:·counsel~

lors, rather than toany natüral"turpitude'ofheart~.
Among,the. nobles;.who, ,ádhered' toliim,the most·
conspicuouswere~L~' the',good' .tount oí -Haro," 'and
the powerful faniilycifMendozaid:he ,worthy'scions <

·of an illustrious. stock., :;The'estates oí t;J1e i rÍlarquis .....
ofSantillana,.the ,head of.thishouse, lay 'chieflyin:' ­
~he Asturias, 'arid ;gave, him'a considerabléinfhlendi .'
In the northernprovinces"l,9the'majority, ot,whos~

• • -.:~ - - . • ..' • : '. - • . • '~., -: . ••.• :. . ... ',: .... .: '.' •• • '. \ •• _. • .!

~,. ,?, J.)dt/J,,'::~';i,~' "":;', ,', '~X}L· ;<~" "
MS Alonso de Pale~cia:' Coránica" 'Santillana died in' 1458,:át tbe' age,"
. o, _pan 1 " "" , t P ( etillo,- eró: ~ ~p. 63~ 70. ~C~"i oC siXty. ,(Sa~C?h~z,~es as .as-,
. 19 T n1ca, cap 75 '76 >,:;.' ",'~:::J~' ,tellanas,~to~~'~~<p~'~3,;):-_,:~he ~tle.(,

.... hecele~ted'm~~is.~f desCend~ tO~eI~est',so~,Dle~ •
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inhabitants remained constant in their attachment
too theroyalcause.'
. Wheli ,Henry's ,summons, therefore,'was '~ssued

fOI the attendaiice oí, all ,his, l~yal 'strbject~, capable
oí, bearing arms,it "\Vas. answere.d' bya .,formida..
ble array. of .. numbers;.that·. inust .have. gr~atly;ex"

ceeded tha~ oí bis rival,' and which·· is ,swelled by
bis biographer to seventy thousand· faot and fout..
tecn thousand horse';: ,a .much smaller fOfee;' ~ under
~he directionof án, efficieht, leader", woulddáubtless
haya suffi~ed. to extinguish··.tbe risirig spirit· 0(. re..

, Yolt;But .Henry's temper led him to adopt ~.·more

eonciliatory policy;. and to try w~at-.could. Q~.·.!éffect..
ed ,by :t;tegotiatioDf' before resortiI!g.. to·.arms.;·· .IIi

Intrigues oí the. former;. however, he was ·no match for the c~n'"
tlie mltrquls

ofVillen80 . federates", or .rathet themarquis: 'pf .,·Yillenaftheír
, . ~"

répresentatiye ¡on tliese. occasieris.',,···, This..nooleman,.
Who .. liad· .so zewously.coop~tated .witlf his,. :party in
conferringthe title. of :king 0J?-Alfo~so, had. ~ntend'
ed to r,e.serve.,the· aut~ority too .himself. ·¡.~é ~ :proba­
bly· fdundroore.~ difficulty' in.: controlling ',thé :opera..
tions of the jealous. and aspiring. atistocracy,witb
lvhom ..he.·was associated, than··he; ,had'.imagined;
and> he,\vas. willing, tóaid the,opposWr:party iil
ma~,ntaining a sufficient degree.: oí strength·. tÓ·.,forIl1

80
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MARRIAGE OF FERDINAND'AND ISABELLA.

á couriterpoise tb that of,:the confederates, ,and CHAPTER
~ .~ .., 111.

thus, while',:he."made' his,: owIi, services the~ .. more _
, . '\ ¡

necessary to the latter, to pr~videa~afe retr'eat
for himself,. 'in .case oí the,. shipwreck ,'of· their
fortun'es· :lO, , , :;, .'; ,'" . " ,.' ':. j ..:" ':;'.,'.' .. ,' •.•

.: ••• ,.;' •• : : .) :'. ' I~ .: : • • •••• ~ f: . . . • ;'.' . . 7,'

In cOÍ1fo~mity with: this dri.bious poÜcJ' hehad,
soon .~fte~ ~ the ·.·occurrence .atAvila, .0p,ened a·secret
correspondence ·.:~with ' his :' former, master, ,a~d '. sug­
gested tó :him the id'ea', :of. termin'ating: their ~iger­

ences ,by~' sorne .amicáble ,:adjiIstmeIit. In ,';conse,·
quencé 'of thesé ': intimations,. Henry' consented to,
enter .into a negotiation .·with .. the' coIifede~ates-;
and it .,vas ' agreed; that',:the:' forces '. on.both .. sides'
should be disbanded, and that a suspension of hO$-::,
tilities forsix mónths· should take ,place"during .
whicli: some,de1initiveandperplarientscheme oí . .
reconciliatio.il.mighf be., 'delTrisea. .Henry;. in com~.· Henry dis- ..

• '., '. bands bis
phanee with .,this' 'áriangemeilt, ;instantly disbanded fOlC08.

his ·lemes ; .. ~Hey, rétired overwhelmcd .withindig~ .
nation, at the' coriduct oí their sovereign,who so
readily relinquishedthe.onlymeans .of.redress.··.·that ·
he possessed, and :whom, they now saw itwould .be ..
U~lavailiÍ1g to assist; 'since >hie "was· so ready to 'deserto .
h1roself;!1 " ,>".\ .. '.:;' ~ ,< .._;, ,> .c;-"¿ ...

. .. It woUld be·~n·unp~ó1itable' task.toatte~pt ..to ...•..•
unravel·al' the 1ine-spuri'iritrigues, .by.whichth~: .
marquis oíVillena cóntrived to defeat everyattempt .
at an··ultiníate accóÍnmodáfion betweéil tbeparties, ..'.
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. PART until he \vas very generally execrated as the real
L

--- source of the disturbances in the kingdom. In the
mean while, the singular spectacle was exhibited of
two monarchs presiding over one nation, surrounded
by tbeir respective courts, administering the la,,'s,
convoking cortes, and in fine assuming the statc
and exercising all tbe functions of sovereignty. lt
was apparent that this state of things could not last
long; and that tbe political ferment, lvhich nOlr
agitated the minds of men froro one extremity of
!he kingdom to the other, and ,vhich occasionaJl)"
displayed itself in tumults and acts of violence,
would soon burst forth ,vith all the horrors oí a

civil war.
At tbis juncture, a proposition was made to

Henr~ (or. detaching the po:\ver.ftil familJí of Pachef!o a i
from tlíe initerests ófJ tlie eonfeoerates, by tbe mar...
riage oí his sister Isabella with the brother oí "t1le

DRl'U marquis oí Villena, Don Pedro Giron, grand master
of the order of Calatrava, a nobleman of aspiring
views, and ona of the most active partisans of bis
faction. The archbishop of Toledo would naturaIlJ'
follo,v the fortunes of bis nephew, and thus the
league, deprived of its principal supports, must soon
crumble to pieces.· Instead of resenting this prtr
posal as an affiont upon his honor, the abject mind
of Henry was content to purchase repose even bJ
the most humiliating sacrifice. He acceded ·to tbe
conditions; application was made to Rome for a
dispensation froro the vows of celibacy imposed on
tbe grand master as the companion- of a religious

T D



~~~ y Andrilda. Chtónica !!3 L. 1\larinco. Cosas ?tlemora­
{Toledo res Ordenes y C:L\'"3l1erí3S, bles, (01. 1M. - Florez, Remas
Cróaiea: 15i2,) {oI.76.-Castillo, Cathólicas, 10m. ü. p. ¡B9.-Cas-
cía.Co~a:isAlonsodePaleo- tillo, Crónica, cap. 37.

J .,paJt.l,cap.73.
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arder; and .splcndid prcparations ,vere instantly CJIAPTER

commenced ror the approaching nuptials.J2 111.

o Isabella was then in her sixteenth year. On hcr !!¡reu1
1

'
~ucat 011.

father's deatb, she retircd ,vith her mother to tilo
littlc town of Arevalo, ,vhere, in scclusion, and far
from tbe voice of Hattery and falsehood, shc had
bcen permitted to unfold the natural graces of mind
and person, which might have been blighted in the
pcstilent atmosphere of a court. Here, under thc
maternal eye, she was carefully instructed in those
lcssons of practical piety, and in the dcep revcrence
for religion, which distinguished her maturer years.
On the birth of the princess Joanna, she lvas re­
moved, together with her brotber Alfonso, by Hcnry
lo the rOJal p~lace, in order more cfTcetually to dis­
CDurage the formation of aD~ faction, adyerse to
tbe interests oí his su~ppsed daughter. In this
abode of pleasure, surrounded by all tlle seductions
tnost dazzling to youth, she did not forget the early
lessons, tbat she had imbibed; and the blameless
pUrity oC her conduct shone ,vith additionaI lustre
alllid tbescenes of levity and licentiousness by
lVhich she was surrounded.23

o

The near connexion oí Isabella with the crown,
as. '\Vell as her personal character, invitcd the ap­
phcation of numerous suitors. Her hand \vas firstsor-, IClted ror that very Ferdinand, who was destined
lo be ber future husband, tbough not till after the
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'PART ,intervention of many inauspicious ,circumstances.
. J~ , She was next bétrothed to his elder brother, Car-

los ;" ~nd sorne years after hisdecease, whenthir-
... te'en years' of age, was promised by Henry to Al·

fanso, of Portugal•.·. Isabella :was presentwith' her
bro'ther. at .a perso~al interview with that nionarch
in'1464~, but. neitbe.r. threáts': nor. entreatics: 'could
induce h'er to accede to .a·union so' unsuitable from
the disparity oí their' .yéars '; 'and ·with. her charac­
teristic discretion, even at this, early age, she rested
herrefusal on the gróund; that ,,'theinfantas of
Castile' could not be disposed of in marriagé, with­
out the consent of' therioble.s oí ·the realm.", !2~ .. '

ProJeeted ".:' When': ,Ísabelia understood in' what mannér' she
nnion witb

:::.,~:~~ was n'o\v to··b'a' sacrificed.· to the' 'selfish policy of her
Calatrava. ·brother,. in '.the· presecutioit :of"'wlíich,"cornpnlso~y

·IÍleasu;es' ,if :IiecessarJ' we~e' ta' be': employed',' she
.~a.s:1ilied, 'wit~' the liveliestemotionsofgrief and
resentniérit.',,::" The .m~sterof Calátravawas· 'weIl

,!- ' . . . ¡",'; ", ,t '.' •

'knolvn as a fiercearid. turbulent·leader..of·factlon,
3nd hispriv~te lite wasstained with' m'osf'o{ the
licentious vices of the age.· '. He was··even.:accused

:'of having invaded the ····privacy oí, the·: qu'eén·'dow"
ager;. IsaÍJella;s· motb'et,"'by proposals :·()f.ithe:··,most

.degradingnattÍré, anoutrage whiéhtbé king had

éither· noithe power, ol'theinclination, fa res~nt:s
With this" person, ihen,'so' inferior' te> hei' in birth,

~ <' • ~ • • • li t· .

, • 'n'.." I.WP· ,.;'. '" '., • ';, ,'~' : .: .',.· . '.'.' . . .... .' .... .: ".:. ..' .:. d
· .!4~le8on, Anales de Nava~,. .' 25 Decad.·-de·.Palenc~a, a~~.
tom•. IV. f!P~ 661, 562.0

- ~urlta, "Mem. de 1.ll.·~cad.:.de. .'.~t~, t
, .... Ana1e~,·lib. 16., .cap. 46,.,'·lib~ .Ir, '. !1. p•..6~,.·J:l0ta ...~;.?:<;;:· ...,~ ..~:,:I>:':·: "
.'. ·~~ft7~·Ili:~oJe ~~:~~, C~. .' ,;;!;':;,:;";'f;';;¡rD/\'·

,,: rónlca, MS., cap.- 55. .....,. '.. ". :".".'
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