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the truth of these imputations, that he' dismissed cmaprer L
the obnoxious ministers from their employments, %+ - ‘
~ The disgraced nobles :instantly . set -about the Leaguoof
organization of one of those formidable confedera- o
cies, which had so often: shaken the monarchs of - i
Castile upon their: throne; and which, although:not
authorized by positive law, as: in ‘Aragon, seem ‘to |
have derived somewhat of a constitutional sanction
from ancient usage. - Some of ‘the members of this -
coalition were doubtless influenced - exclusively by
personal jealousies ; but many others entered into it

from disgust at the imbecile and arbitrary proceed-

'+

ey

ings of the crown.:~ . .ot
In 1462, the queen had been delivered of a:
daughter, who was named like herself Joanna; Jbut
who, from her reputed. father, Beltran de la Cueva,
Was: better known ,in the . progress. of -her . unfor-
tnate - history . by ‘the  cognomen -of - Beltraneja.’
Henry » 'however; had required ‘the usual .oath of
allf:giance ‘to be -tendered: to.her as presumptive
.h ®Ir to ‘the: crown. ;" The ‘confederates, assembled,
% Burgps;declaréd;‘this_ oath of fealty a compulsory: _
acta; and that méiiy.offthem.‘had privately protested - -
983mst it at.the time, from a conviction of the:ille. =
§ltimacy -of Joanna., ~ In-the bill of grievances,
W!uc.h' ‘they now presented to the monarch, they -
*®quired that he should deliver. his brother Alfonso: -
T AR Y Wiy TET IR DIPDIAE . SR S AR VAR N NN 5 S
2 D B, g, s s 1 2
h}iny;t .cal.)}; ‘15262;\—-0Zu1:itg_1, 'Eng}e_s: n_o:tie'pf his lpiSSiotjs.w her court,
oap. 51, 5o s-gg-uaatlllp,,()rénlca,‘_. . sheamntgc}hxm 10 'dutl:bﬁm;vil:i?;ﬂ .
Aragon, whe WEs ze Skz?lfqll,l;? 1001; flét;tg-téfﬁéa:e.h:; :}g were"serve TR SN -
watist ag her ‘husband u.T h lpl.'-‘. ibu;thg ladies gf the palace.  Ibid.,: -~ . = oo
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inte .’,their. “hands, to be publiely'acknqwledged

~as his successor; they enumerated the manifold
- abuses, which pervaded every department of gov-

ernment,’ which they freely imputed to the un-
wholesome influence exercised by the favorite, Bel-
tran de la Cueva, over the royal counsels, doubtless
the true key to much of their patriotic sensibility;
and they entered into a covenant, sanctioned by all
the solemnities of religion usual on these occasions,
not to reénter the service of their sovereign, o
accept any favor from him untrl he had redressed
their wrongs. ™ =~ P

The king, who by an efﬁc1ent pohcy mlght pel"

| haps have crushed these: revolutionary movements

in their birth, was naturally averse to violent, of
even vigorous measures. ' He replied ‘to the ‘bishop
of Cuenga, his ‘ancient ‘preceptor, who recommend-

| ed ‘these measures ; ¢ You prrests, who .are not
| called to engage in the fight, are very liberal of the -
'blood of others.”” To which the prelate reJ01ned

with more warmth than breeding, * Since you ¢
not true to your own honor, at da time like this, |
shall live to see you the most degraded monarch n

‘Spain ; when you will repent too late thrs nnsea

sonable pusillanimity.” **-

, Henry, unmoved either by the’ entreatles or 1€
"monstrances of his adherents, resorted to the milder

14 See the memorial presented Gestarum Decades, (apudfﬁnn

| _'to the king, cited at length in tam,1545,)lib.1, cap

Maring, Teorfa, tom. iii. Apend.no. sodePalencia, Cor nwa,MS-rg i

. —- Castillo, Crénica, cap. 58, 64. 1, cap. 6. -»-BernaldGZ, Rayes
'—Zurita, Anales, lib. 17, cap. 56. 'fheos, MS., cap. 9. 65
'— Lebrija, Hispanarum Rerum Fer- 15 Caau]lo, Crénway cap

dlnando Rege et Elisabe Regmﬁ,
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method of négdtiatidn. . He consented to an inter- craprer’

view with the confederates; in which he was in-
duced, by the plausible arguments of the marquis of

1I1.

Villena, to comply with most of their demands:: "He

delivered his brother Alfonso irto their hands, to
be recognised as the lawful heir to the crown, on
~condition of his subsequent umion with Joanna ;

and he agreed to nominate, in conjuniction with his
Opponents, a commission of five, who should ‘delib-

erate on the state of the kingdom, and provide an

¢

effectual reform of abuses.’® :The result of this

deliberation, Liowever, proved so prejudicial to the
toyal authority, that the feeble monarch was easily

Persuaded to disavow:the proceedings of -the ‘com-

missioners, onthe ground of their secret collusion

With his éneihieé,'_‘and even, to attempt the seizure
of their persons.’ 'The confederates, disgusted with

this breach of faith, and in pursuance, pethaps, of

the?r original desigh;, instantly decided on the exe-
Cation of that bold measure, which some writers
dfanounce as a flagrant act of rebellion, and others
Vindicate ds a just and constitutional proceeding.

' Inan open plain, not far from the' city of Avila,
| they caused a scaffold to be erected, of sufficient
elevation to he easily seen from' the surrounding

Deposition -
of Henry at
Avila.

sountry, - A chair of state was placed on it; andin

this -

S Was seated an- éfﬁg’yf of King Henry; clad in

S . . ) S , o  pw ' g
rf;ble tobes and adorned with' all the: insignia of
yalty, a sword at its side, a sceptie in its hand,

instrcS COBies from:the original iii: part. 2, Ap. 6, 8. —Castillo, -
are still pre- 'Crénica, cap. 66, 67. — Alonsode

ts, which , ‘
of Villep, the archives of the house Palencia, Corénica, MS., part. 1,
% In Marina, Teoria, tom. cap. 57. \ o
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and a crown upon its head. " A manifesto was then
read, . exhibiting in glowing colors the tyrannical
conduct of the king, and the consequent determina-

tion to depose him ;. and vindicating the proceeding

by several precedents drawn from the history of the
monarchy. The archbishop of Toledo, then ascend-

| ing the platform, tore the diadem from the head of

the statue ;  the marquis of Villena removed the
sceptre, the count. of Placencia the sword, the
grand master of Alcantara and the counts of Bena-
vente and Paredes the rest of the regal insignia;
when the image, thus despoiled of its honors, Was
rolled in the dust, amid the mingled groans and
clamors of the spectators. The young prince Al
fonso, at that time only eleven years of age, W2
seated on the vacant throne,. and .the assembled
grandees, severally kissed his hand in token of their
homage; the trumpets announced the completwn

(1of .the ceremony, and, the populace greeted. with

Joyful acclamatlons the accession: of their new: S0Ve
l‘elgn- 17 el ‘ BN ,ﬁ;"i";ﬂ""‘”} ' ; Mh@.:- fﬂ 18 ,
. Such are- the detalls of. this- extraordmary traﬂs

actlon, as ‘recorded by the two -contemporary. his
 torians of . the rival factions:: {The: tldmgs were
‘borne, with the. usual celerity.of evil news; to th°

remotest parts of the kingdom. “'The: pulplt and
the forum resounded with: the debates. of dispv-

tants, who denied, or defended,the: right: of the

subJect to sn in Judgment on the conduct of his
17 Alonso de Pa]encm, Corbmca, MS., pa.rta 1, capq 69,...-Ca5tlll°'
Cr6mca, cap. 68 69,74, 1 . . . ol
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sovereign. - Every man was compelled to choose

his side in this strange division of the kingdom.

Henry received intelligence of the. defection, suc-

79

CHAPTER
I

Division of

parties.

cessively, of the capital cities of Burgos, Toledo,

Cordova, Seville, together with a large part of the
southern provinces, where lay the estates of some
of the most powerful partisans of the opposite fac-
tion. The unfortunate . monarch, thus deserted by

his subjects, abandoned himself to despair, and. ex- -
pressed the extremity of his anguish in'the strong

language of Job: ¢Naked came I from my mother’s
womb, and naked must I go down to the earth ! 18

A large, probably the larger part of the nation,
however, disapproved of the tumultuous proceed-

ings of the ‘confederates. : However. much they
contemned the person-of the monarch, they were
10t prepared to see'the royal -anthority thus openly

degraded. - They indulged, too, some compassion -

fOI' a prince, whose political ‘vices, at least, were
‘putable to mental incapacity, and to evil counsel-
lors, rather than to ‘any natural turpitude ‘of heart:
Amol_lg the nobles:who adhered to him, the most

‘onspicuous were:¢ the -good' count of Haro,” and
the powerful family of Mendoza, the worthy scions
-of an illystrious. stock. . The estates of the:marquis
of Santillana, the head of this house; lay chiefly in

the Asturi

I the northern provinces, ® the majority:of whose

¥

hoehipl L f ’f/ :‘.i?":"_‘é ‘;‘ S I pipit o n e FREL R s Y et
18 Alomsg de o o e B nA e
"y onso de Palencia, Corénica, - Santillana died in 1458, at the age

i.ﬂlo,-’cP ert. 1, cap. 63, 70, — Cas- of sixty. (Sanchez, Poesfas Cas-

as, and ‘gave him a considerable  influence

tdnica, cap, 75,76, ¢ tellanas, tom. i, p.23:)" The title

~Lhe 'celebrated"'_marquis of descended to his eldest son, Diego
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1nhab1tants remamed constant in thexr attachment
to. the royal cause. R
- When Henry’s summons; therefore, was 1ssued

for the attendafice of all his loyal subjects vcapable

Intrigues of
the marquis
of Villena.

- turbulent times. (Pu gar, Claros 1 dxal

of bearing arms, it was answered by a formida-
ble array of numbers; that must have greatly.ex-
ceeded that of his rival, and which is swelled by
his biographer to seventy thousand foot and four-
teen thousand horse ; a much smaller force; under
the direction of dn efficient leader, would doubtless
have sufficed to extinguish the rising spirit of re-
volt. But Henry’s temper led him to adopt a more
conciliatory policy; and to try what could be -éffect-
ed by negotiation; before resorting to arms. I
the former, however; he was no match for the con-
federates, or rather the ’marquis*of Villena; their
representative on these occasions:. , This nobleman,
whio had so zealously cooperated with his “pdrty in
conferring the title of king on Alfonso, had intend-
ed to reserve the authority to himself, . He probs-
bly found 1hore difficulty in controlhng thé operd-
tions of the jealous and aspiring aristocracy, W with
fvhom he was associated, than he had: n:naglned’
and he was willing to aid the _opposite party n

, mamtalmng a sufﬁment degree of strength to- form

Hurtado de Mendoza., who is repre- . 'Va.rones, tit. .) Ferdmand t{lﬂd
sented by his contemporariestohave Isabella created him duke del Inis®
been worthy of his sire. Likehimhe  tado. - This domain derives jts naw
was imbued wnh a love of letters; from its having been once the Pf*'s o
he was conspicuous for his mag- mony ofthe z%’antes of Castile. S,
nammlty and chivalrous honor, his Salazar de Mendoza, Monard

‘moderation, constancy, and uniform tom.i. p. 219, —and ngmda esddo’

loyalty to his sovereign, virtues of Castilla,’lib. 3, cag lb7 t——i quin®
oy at.

rare worth in those rapacious and ancuagenae, !
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a counterpoise to that of the confederates, and cnarres

thus, while he made his. oyvri _services the .more

necessary to the latter, to provide a safe retreat

for himself, in case of the shipwreck of their 3

fortunes. 2 - - R R o
In conformity with this dubious policy, he had, e

soon after the occurrence at Avila, opened a secret | |

correspondence with his former master, and ‘sug-

gested to him the idea of terminating’ their differ-

ences by some amicable adjustment. In. conse-

quenceé of thesé intimations,. Henry consented to

enter into a negotiation with the (:onfeaeljates';

and it was agreed, that the forces on both sides

should be disbanded, and that a suspension of hos-

tlities for six months should take place, during

which some. definitive and permanent scheme of . -

ref:onciliatigh _might be- devised: Henry,‘ﬂ in-com- Henry di.

P!lan(':e with .this arfangement; instantly disbanded ®rees.

hig levies;. ‘they retired overwhelmed with indig-

hation at the- coriduct of their sovereign, who so

readily relinquished the only means of redress that

he possessed, and whom they now saw it would be
"Mavailing to assist, since he was so ready to desert
hlmselfu‘?!' BT TRT N FI SRR PO R
It would be an unprofitable task to attempt to

travel all the - fine-spun intrigues, ‘by which the

marquis of Villena contrived to defeat every attempt

a‘F an ultimate accommodation between the parties,

f. ,.

E : . ar 4

Crbnica, ogp. pgr- 04— Costilo, = 0

“‘ % Castillo, Créuics, cap. 80, 82,
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rarr  until he was very generally execrated as the real
source of the disturbances in the kingdom. In the
mean while, the singular spectacle was exhibited of
two monarchs presiding over one nation, surrounded
by their respective courts, administering the laws,
convoking cortes, and in fine assuming the state
and exercising all the functions of sovereignty. It
was apparent that this state of things could not last
long ; and that the political ferment, which now
agitated the minds of men from one extremity of
the kingdom to the other, and which occasionally
displayed itself in tumults and acts of violence,

/ would soon burst forth with all the horrors of a
civil war. A
Proposition .~ At this juncture, a proposition was made t0

for the mar-

pose o'l Henry for detaching the powerful family of Pacheco
from the interests of the confederates, by the mar-
riage of his sister Isabella with the brother of the
marquis of Villena, Don Pedro Giron, grand master
of the order of Calatrava, a nobleman of aspiring
views, and one of the most active partisans of his
faction. ‘The archbishop of Toledo would naturally
follow the fortunes of his nephew, and thus the
league, deprived of its principal supports, must s00?
crumble to pieces. Instead of resenting this pro-
posal as an affront upon his honor, the abject mind
of Henry was content to purchase repose even bY
the most humiliating sacrifice. He acceded 'to the
conditions ; application was made to Rome for 3
dispensation from the vows of celibacy imposed. O‘T
the grand master as the companion of a religlo®”
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order; and splendid preparations were instantly
commenced for the approaching nuptials.*?

~ Isabella was then in her sixteenth year. On her
father’s death, she retired with her mother to the
little town of Arevalo, where, in seclusion, and far
from the voice of flattery and falsehood, she had
been permitted to unfold the natural graces of mind
and person, which might have been blighted in the
pestilent atmosphere of a court. Here, under the
maternal eye, she was carefully instructed in those
lessons of practical piety, and in the deep reverence
for religion, which distinguished her maturer years.
On the birth of the princess Joanna, she was re-
moved, together with her brother Alfonso, by Henry
10 the royal palace, in order more effectually to dis-
Courage the formation of any faction, adverse to
the interests of his supposed daughter.  In this
abode of pleasure, surrounded by all the seductions
most dazzling to youth, she did not forget the early
lessons, that she had imbibed ; and the blameless
p“’:it}’ of her conduct shone with additional lustre
mid the scenes of levity and licentiousness by
which she was surrounded.”

The near connexion of Isabella with the crown,
as. well as her personal character, invited the ap-
ph‘fﬁ_ﬁon of numerous suitors. Her hand was first
Solicited for that very Ferdinand, who was destined
0 be her future husband, though not till after the

- |
d”ﬂsn'al‘des ardAndfadﬁ, Chrénica 2 L. Marineo, Cosas Memora-
Tang denes y Cavallerias, bles, fol. 154. — Florez, Reynas
Crbni@" 72,) fol. 76.— Castillo, Cathélicas, tom. ii. p. 789. —Cas-
da,cmi:g%-—-Alonsode Palen- tillo, Crénica, cap. 37.
s MS., part. 1, cap. 73.
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‘intervention of many inauspicious circumstances.

She was next betrothed to his elder brother, Car-

| los and some years after his decease, when thir-
‘teen years of age, was promised by Henry to Al-

fonso, of Portugal. Isabella was present with her
brother at a personal interview with that monarch
in 1464, but neither threafs nor entreaties could
induce her to accede to a union so unsuitable from
the disparity of their years; and with her charac-

teristic discretion, even at this early age, she rested
- her refusal on the ground, that ¢ 'the infantas of
~ Castile could not be disposed of in marriage, with-

out the consent of the nobles of the realm.”**

When Isabella understood in what manner she
was now to be sacrificed to the selfish policy of her
brother, in the prosecutlon of “which, compulsof)’

‘measures’ if  necessary were ' to be" employed, sh¢

was filled with the liveliest emotions of grref and
resentment. "The master of Calatrava was wel

known as a ﬁerce and turbulent leader of faction

and his pnvate life was stained with most of the
licentious vices of the age.. "He was even accused

of having invaded the privacy of the queen dow-

ager, Isabella’s mother, by proposals of ‘the most
degradmg nature, an outrage which the king ha‘z
either not the power, or the inclination, to resent'
Wlth thrs person, then, 50 mferror to her m blfth’

" ,..;-'\'

% Aleson, Ana]es de Navarra,' % Decad de Palencla, igl‘;d

. tom, iv. pp. 561, 562. — Zurita, Mem. de la-Acad, de Hists

- Anales, ]?h 16, cap 46, lib. 17, vi. p. 65, nota.

~ 31,57.— Alonso de Palencia, Co- - B
' rbnlca! MS-’ cap. 55. ‘ .

cap. 3. -—Cesullo, Crbmca, ‘cap.




