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He maintained greater state than was usual with | CHAPTER
the monarchs of Castile; keeping in pay a body- —_— L
guard of thirty-six hundred lances, splendidly equip- |
ped, and officered by the sons of the nobility; He
proclaimed 4 crisade against the Moors, a measure B
always popular in Castile; assuming the pomegran- -
ate branch, the device of Granada, on his escutch-
eon, in tokem- of his intention to extirpate the
Moslems from the Peninsula; He assembled -the A
chivalry of the  remiote prownces + -and, in the early |
part of his relgn, scarce a year elapSed ‘withoit one - ;*
or more incursions’ into :the hostile: terrltory, Wlth: f

armies of thrrty or forty thousand mefi.” The re- me diap- g

points ex-

~ sults did not" correspond with the: magmﬁcence of - Pectations.
the apparatus ; ‘and these brilliant e‘XPedltlons too .
often evaporated in a mere border fotay, or in an
empty gasconade under ‘the 'walls" of Granada.
Orchards were cut down, hatvests plundered, villa:
ges burnt to the ground and all the othet modes of
annoyance peculiar to this barbarous warfate, put in
Practice by the mvadlng armles as they swept over
the face of the country ; mdmdual feats of' prowéss,
too, commemorated in the romantlc ballads of ‘the

tlme, were achieved ; bit no' inctory was gamed e
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1o important post. acqulred “'The king in vain-ex- b
cused his hasty retreats and abortive enterprlses,j o - B Jﬁ]
by saying, ¢« that he prized the life of one of his %
::ldlersa more ‘than ‘those- of a thousand Mussul-, R
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HIS troops murmured at thrs t"lmorous pol-_ ;.

ppellatmn ofuth FNERY ,‘ I b thor Tess. f .
b e leeral " he i 13 jan BOVBI'GI ns’ by the less ﬂat er-
etter known on the roll of Castll- | lng tlt]e of g“ the IH'-IPC’tent "
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icy,. and the people  of the. south on . whom the
charges of the éxpeditions fell with peculiar heavi-

ness, from their ‘neighbourhood to the scene of

operations, complamed that ¢ the war ‘was carried
on against them, not: against the infidel.”. . On one
occasion an attempt was made to detain the king’s

person, and thus prevent him from disbanding his
forces.

- So soon had the royal -authority fallen into
contempt! The king 'of Granada himself, when
summoned to pay tribute after-a series of these in-
effectual operations, replied ¢ that, in the first years
of Henry’s reign, he would ‘have offered any thing,

- even his children, to preserve peace to his domin-
~ions; but now he would give nothing.”®

Hir digsolute
habits.

‘The contempt, to which the king exposed hlm- |

‘self by his -public conduct, was still further height-

ened by his domestic. - With even a_greater -indis-

- position to business, than ‘was manifested by his
father,* he possessed none of the cultlvated tastes,

which were the .redeeming qualities of the latter.

| Havmg been addleted from his’ earhest youth to de-
| bauchery, when he had lost the powers; he retained

all the relish, for the brutish pleasures of a volup-
tuary. He had repudlated his wife, Blanche of
Aragon, after a union of twelve years, on grounds

3 Zumga, Anales Ec]esxéstlcos Guzmzm and Ponce de Leon, dld

y Seculares de Sevilla, (Madrid,

. 166'7,) p: 344, — Castillo, Crémca,, e
‘Mariana, that he would s

cap. 20, -— Mariana, Hist. de Espa-
fia, tom, ii. pg
de Palencia, orémca., MS., part.

-1, cap. 14 et seq. -— The surprise

of Gibraltar, the unhappy source

of feud between the

415, 419.—Alonso

amlhes of

not occur till a later penod 1462.
4 Such. was . his apath Sag
gcrl 8
his name -to public ‘ordinance®
without taking the. trouble to i;-g'
quaint himself with theu' con;igg

Hxst. de Espaua, tom, il
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sufficiently ridiculous and humiliating.® In 1455, cmerm %
he espoused Joanna, a Portuguese princess, sister —— A
of Alfonso the Fifth, the reigning monarch. This SRR

lady, then in the bloom of youth, was possessed of
personal graces and a lively wit, which, say the
historians, made her the delight of the court of
Portugal.  She .was accompanied by a brilliant
train of maidens, and her entrance into Castile was
greeted by the festivities and military pageants,
which belong to an age of chivalry.  The light and
lively manners of the' young ,queen:howeifér, Whlch
seemed to defy the formal etiquette of the Castilian
court, gave occasion to’ the grossest suspicions. The
tongue. of scandal indicated Beltran de la Cueva,
one of the handsomest cavaliers in the kingdom,
‘and then newly risen in the royal graces, as the
_Person to whom she most liberally dispensed her
favo’rs.. ‘This knight defended a passage of arms,
0 presence of ‘the court, near Madrid, in which he. =~
Maintained  the "\'superi‘_or” beauty ..of his mis;regé,’ o
against all comers. = The king was so much de-
hghted' with his prow'ééS,I -that 'he’ commemorated
the event by the erection of a.monastery dedicated
to St. Jerome ; a whimsical origin for a religious

institution.®
Wgar, Crbnica de los Reyes of Toledo, ¢ por impotencia respec- -

qajfljffs;é(\’ahncia,_ 1780, .cap. - tiva, owing to some malign influ- -

2 «
§ 0 de Palencia, Corénica, emce?! ~ . .. oos

i\lless"(}) art. 1, cap. 4.~ Aleson, An- ...6 La_Clede, Hist. de Portugal,
520 .__? Navma, tom. iv. pp. 519, tom. iii. pg.‘ ‘325,434_5._-:-F10rez,
Blanch, he *.mamage_zngetween' Reynas Cathélicas, tom. ii. pp. 763, -
declar, ?1 and. Henry was publicly 766, — Alonso .de. Palencia, Co- -
govia, gorod by the bishop of Se- rénica, MS., part. 1, cap.20,21. =~

4 confirmed by the archbishop It does not appear, however, whom
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The queen’s levity might have sought some jus-
tification in the unveiled licentiousness of her hus-
band. - One of thé maids of honor, whom she
brought in her train; acquired an ascendency over
Henry, which be did not attempt to disguise ; and
the palace, after the exhibition of the most dis-
graceful scenes, became divided by the factions of
the hostile fair ones:. The archbishop of Seville
did not blush to espouse the cause of the paramour,
who maintained .a magnificence of state, which ri-
valled that of royalty itself. The public were still
more scandalized by Henry’s sacrilegious intrusion
of another of his mistresses into the post of abbess

. of a convent in Toledo, after the expulsion of her

Oppression

of the peo- - .

p]e-

| ~ with’ precxons stones, to be dlstnb- nica, cap. 23 s i

predecessor, a lady of noble rank and 1rreproacha-
ble character.” ntal-de la-Alhs .
" The stream of corruptlon sooi ﬁnds its Way from

the higher to the more humble walks of life. - The
middling classes, imitating their superiors, indulged
in an excess of luxury equally demoralizing; and ru-

inous to their fortunes. ' The'contagion of example

infected even the higher ecclesiastics ; and we find
the archbishop of St. James hunted from his see by
the indignant populace, i consequence of :an : out-

Beltran dela Cueva indicated as the - uted among hlB female guests At
lady of his love on this occasion. a ball givenon another ocegbion, the
See Castillo, Cronica, cap, 23,24.) * young queen having condescende:

wo anecdotes may be mentioned o dance with the French/ambassa-
as characteristic of the gallantry of dor, the latter made a golemn ¥O¥
the times, - The archbishop of Se- in ‘commemoration. of so .distid-
ville - concluded a superb j%te, giv- guished an _honor, never ‘to dance

‘enin honor of the royal nuptials, with any other woman.-

by introducing on the table two . 7 Alonso de Palencia, Coromc;:
vases filled with rings garnished MS., cap. 42, 47. .--Castﬂlo, h
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rage attempted on a youthful bride, as she was re-
turning from church, after the performance of the
nuptial ceremony. The rights of the people could
be but little consulted, or cared for, in a court thus
abandoned to unbounded license. . Accordingly we
find a repetition of most of the unconstitutional
and oppressive acts which occurred under John the
Second, of Castile ; attempts at arbitrary taxation,
interference in the freedom of elections, and in the
- right exercised by the cities of nominating the com-
manders. of such contingents of ‘troops, as they

might contribute to the public defence. Their ter-

ritories were repeatedly alienated, and, as well as

the immense sums raised by the sale of papal indul-
gences for the prosecution of the Moorish war,

were lavished on the royal satellites.®- . . . .0
- But, perhaps, the most crying evil of -this- period
Was the shameless adulteration of the coin. In-

stead' of five 'royal mints, which formerly existed, . -

there were now one hundred and fifty in the hands
of authorized individuals, who debased the coin to

Such a deplorable extent, that the most common

L] P
£

Ms Alonso de ‘Palencia, Corbhica, : _dox casuists doubted the validity of |

*s €ap. 35, —~Sempere, Hist. del
Juxo, tom, i, p. 183.— Idem, Hist.

o

ria
0, 391, — Zukiiga, Anales de Se-
bulls of

Occasjopg
dmong oth

;:3? from the pains and penalties of
: Bgator » assuring to the soul of
Medinte s r?*?ﬁt%ﬁer death, an im-
joolate translation ‘jnto g state o

glory, ~ Somsd lon -loto g state of

des Corlf}s, ch. 19.—Marina, Teo-
304 part. 1, eap.”20.— part. 2, pp. -

Ol crusade issued on these .
) 8ays Palencia, contained .
erindulgences an exemp-"

ome of the more ortho- space of four years! -

such a bull. But it was decided

after due examination, that, as the

holy father possessed plenary pow- |
er. of absolution of - all offences
“committed upon earth, and as pur-

¥illa, pp, 346, 340, —The papal ~gatory is situated upon earth, it “

properly fell within his jurisdiction..
(cap. 82.)  Bulls of crusade were

sold at'the rate of 200 maravedies
‘each; and it is computed by the . . -

same historian, that no less than
4,000,000 maravedies were amass-
‘ed by this trafficiin Castile, in the ,
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’T; . . . - - o . ’

i -parT - articles of life weré éenhanced in value three, four,
.f'“%" I. . : . ' :
@ and even six fold. - Those who owed debts eagerly
2 anticipated the season of payment; and, as the

creditors refused to accept it in the depreciated

‘currency, it became a fruitful source of litigation

and tumult, until the whole nation seemed on the

verge of bankruptcy. In this general license, the

right of the strongest was the only one which

- could make itself heard. The nobles, converting

their castles into dens of robbers, plundered the

property of the traveller, which was afterwards sold

publicly in the cities.. One of these robber chief-

~ tains, who held an important command on the fron-

tiers of Murcia, was in the habit of carrying on an

infamous traffic with the Moors by selling to them as

slaves the Christian prisoners of either: sex, whom

~ he had captured 'in' his 'marauding * expeditions.

When subdued by Henry, after a sturdy resistance,

he was agein received into favor, and reinstated in

~ his possessions. " The pusﬂlammous monarch kneW
nelther when to pardon, nor whex 'to’ pumsh B

* But no part of Henry’s conduct ‘gave such um-

brage to his nobles, as the facility with which he

resigned hlmself to the control of favontes, Whom

he had created as it were from nothing, and whom

- he advanced over the heads of the ancient anstoc-

. Garacter of racy of the land. Among those espemally dlngSt‘

Dmausor e by this proceeding, were Juan Pacheco, mar-
I .quls of V]]]ena, and Alfonso Canllo, archbxshop of

!‘

%

;.z:

) Saez, Monedas de EnnqueIV de Palenma, Corémca, MS ﬂ“’;g
(Madnd 1805,) pp- 2-5 -Alonso 36, 39, -Casnl]o, crbmca cap
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Toledo. . These two personages exercised so im- cmirrer ‘
portant an influence over the destinies of Henry, as ——— .
to deserve more particular notice.. The former was =~
of noble Portuguese extraction, and originallya page - - - :
in the service of the constable Alvaro de Luna, by
whom he had been  introduced. into the household -
of Prince Henry, during the lifetime .of J ohn the - S
Set’:'ond, - His polished and plausible. address-soon
acquired him a complete ascendency over the feeble
mind of his master, who was guided by his perni-
cious counsels, in . his frequent dissensions with his
father. . His invention was ever busy in: devising

' Intrigues, which he recommended by his subtile, in-
sinuating eloquence ; and he. seemed to prefer the
attainment of his purposes by a crooked. fi'atheg than
by'a direct policy, even when ‘the latter might
equally well have answered.. He sustained reverses
with _imperturbable : -_(';‘_ompos’,ure:._;-cand, “when his
schemies were: most successful, he was willing to
nsk all for ‘the excitement of a new revolution.
Although naturally humane, and without violent or
fevengeful passions, his restless” spirit was perpetu-
ally.involving his country in all the disasters of civil
war. He was created marquis of Villena, by John
the Second ;" and his ample. domains, lying on the
Cflllﬁ'nes of Toledo, Murcia, and Valencia, and em-
Dracing an jmmense_extent of populous and well- -
fortified territory, made him the most powerful vas-

X ,; a'."?;v'

‘6.~_%ulg9"i*. CI&I?O_B ' Varones, tit. -tom. i. p. 328. — The ancient mar-
Mendoastxllo, Crénica, cap. 15; = quisate - of - Villena,: having - been -
) oz, M-‘r’“a“lu_ia‘ de - Espaiia, - incorporated: into: .the’ -crown.;(of
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- His uncle, the archblshop of Toledo, was of a
sterner character. He was one of those turbulent
prelates, not unfrequent in a rude ‘age, who seem
intended by nature for the .camp. rather’ than.the
church.. He was fierce, haughty, intractable ; and

~he 'was supported in the execution of his ambitious -

enterprises, no‘less by his undaunted resolution, than
by the extraordinary resources, which he enjoyed as
primate of Spain. He was capable .of warm at-
tachments, and of making great personal sacrifices
for his friends, from whom, in return, he exacted
the ‘most implicit deference ; and, as he was both

-ea"sily‘ offended and implacable.in. his resentmeénts,

he seems to have been almost equally formldable as

a frlend and as an enemy.t. .

These early adherents of Henry, htt]e satlsﬁed

| Wlth seeing their,own consequence -eclipsed by the
- rising glories:of the newly-created favorites, began
secretly to -stir up cabals. and confederacies among
the nobles, until the: occurrence of ‘other circum-

“stances obviated the necessity, and. indeed the pos-

sibility, of further dissimulation. -~ Henry had been -

 persuaded to take part in the internal dlssensmns
which then agitated the kmgdom of Aragon, and had

'supported the Catalans in their opposmon to: thelf

Character of
the arch-
bishop of
Toledo.

e s
ST

- ' . fila e

-Castxle, devolved toPrmce Henry nf’.-
.. raised to- the rank of duke of

Aragon, on his marriage with the
'danghter of John II.
‘'sequently confiscated by that mon-
~areh, in consequence of the repeat-
~ed rebellions of Prince Henry ; and
the title, together with a large pro-

-portion- of the : domains originally 20
‘MS:; cap. 10, 11 o
*Don JuanPacheeo,bywhom itwas oo e T

‘attached “to’ it, ‘was conferred on

It was sub~ .

“"'*«‘-' .*,m""-
L = -J;»v e

transmxtted to his son, afterwards

calona, in. the reign; of Isabell 3
Salazar de Mendoza, Di nldgdgs
de Castilla’y Leon, '(Madnl

1794 lib, 3, ca 12 17
ullgar Clgros ’Varonegg tit.

—-»Bernaldez Rsyea Cat hcos,




MARRIAGE OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.

sovereign by seasonable supplies of men and money.
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He had even made some considerable conquests for

himself, when he. was induced, by the advice of
the marquis of Villena and the archbishop of Tole-
do, to refer the ._arbltratlon of his differences with
the king of Aragon to Louis the Eleventh, of
France ; a monarch whose habitual policy allowed
him to refuse no  opportunity of interference in the
concerns of his neighbours. = . s s e

- The - conferences . were conducted at Bayonne,
and an interview was subsequently agreed on be-
tween the kings of France and Castile, to be held
near that city, on the banks of the Bidassoa, WlllCll

divides the dominions of the respective. monarchs. |
The contrast.exhibited by the two prmces at thxs_

mtemew, in their style of dress and equipage, was

Interview
between
Henry IV.
and Louis
XI.

sufficiently striking to deserve notice, - Louls, Who e
Was even worse attired than usual, according to

Commes, wore a coat of coarse Woollen cloth cut

short, a fashmn then deemed very unsultable to _-

Persons. of rank, with a doublet of fustlan, and a

Weather-beaten hat, surmounted by a little leaden_
image of the Vlrgm, His imitative ‘courtiers adopt—_ on el

ed a similar- costume.  The Casuhans, on the other-

hand, displayed ‘uncommon - magmﬁcence. + The R
barge of the royal. favorite, Beltran de la Cueva, e
Wag resplendent with sails of cloth of gold, and his .
appare] glittered with a proﬁlslon of costly. Jewels.

°ury was escorted by his Moorish guard gor-

gﬂo“SlY eqmpped and the- cavallers of his train vied
With - each other m the sumptuous decorat:lons of e

.»
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dress and equipage. The two nations appear to
have been mutually disgusted: with the contrast
exhibited: by their. opposite affectations. . The
French sneered at the ostentation of the Spaniards,

- and the latter, in their turn; derided the sordid par-

‘simony of their neighbours ; and thus the seeds of

a ‘national aversion were implanted, which,.under
the influence - of ' more - 1mportant c;rcumstances,

‘rlpened into open hostlhty 10

- The monarchs seem to have separated 'Wlth as

Tittle esteem for each other as did- their respective
courtiers ; and Comines profits by the occasion t0

inculcate the inexpediency of such interviews: be-
tween princes, who have exchanged .the’ careless
jollity of ‘youth for the cold and calculating policy

of. riper years. - The award of, Louis. dissatisfied all

parties ; ‘a tolerable proof of its impartiality. . :The
- Castilians, in particular, complained, that the mar-

"quis of Villena and the archbishop of Toledo had

ompromlsed the “honor of the nation, by allowing

“their sovereign to cross over to the French shore of

" the Bidassoa; and its interests, by the cession of the

Disgrace of
Villena and

op of Toledo.

‘conquered temtory to Aragon., They loudly ac-

thearchbish=

cused them of being ‘pensionaries of Louis, a fact

‘which does not appear improbable, considering the

usual policy of this prince, who, as is well knowh

‘maintained an espionage over the' councils. of most

‘- -tant consequences. imputed to this liv., 3, chap. 8.

,‘of lns nelghbours. Henry was so far convmced of

oK : e ) ; PRI W,,,;“
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ig At least these are the impor- 241-243, — Commesis‘la\lg::tﬂﬂ‘ig:

interview - by the French. 'wnters.~ Cronica, cap.: 48, 49 — Z““"a’
See Gaillar Rlvahté tom. 1ii, pp Ana!es, hb 17, cap. =
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