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Crowds 'oí "adventurers 'fiocked tó ~ the, standard 'oí CHAPTER

1 d
~

a ea er,". whose' ample inheritance:'; of pretensions ,--~
had ,made him, familiar 'with' war .from" hisearliest
boyhoo'd; and .he saan :{ound, himself:.at:~the head
of .eight;, thousand ,effectiye', tro~ps.', ~.::, LoUis.. ::. th~
Ele~enth;. although.· not, directly aiding. his .. ~ .ente~-
,prise with :su'pplies of ~en'. al .money,',was willing
so far to countenance it, as·to.open a·pas·sage~.for

·him. thro~gh ...the. mountam fast~esses'.of',:Rótissillon,

then in 'his lteeping, and thtis;.en~ble;himto descénd
"withhiswhole armyat once oD.;thenorthern'borders 1467.

of Catalonia.~5 '.,.,:., ':'.: ~:., .:- >. Ó',."

The ',king, of ... Aragon._,co~d:.oppose no. force ~::r~~ .
capableof, resisting' ~this"' ':for~idable' aríny.:.t':·; .His ~~n~ of

excnequer, 'wways low, ,was.:: eompletely :·.exhauste~ .
by,tne exttaordinarJefforts;" which 'he. had 'made; in
the late"'canip~igÍls ,;·aild,.; as ,,·the ,king, er, Flance'"
either' disgusted with' the, long" protraction oí. the

TM'ar, or from secret good-wilL to the ,enterprise ,oí
his feudal;,subject, .'withheld, from ;Kihg "John::.tb.e
stipulated. subsidies,!: thé ·latter- ~ m'onarch "fol.lb.d .. him~
self' unable, with every expedient' oC loan ~~nd
.exaction, to,' raise sufficie~t ~oney to· pay his .tro9ps',.
'ar to supplj his ,m~gaziDEis .• :. In addition to ~this;' h,e, ,
Was no~ involved in a disput~' with'the·count.an,d
.coUntessof "Foix~,' who, '"eager' .to"aritiéipate:' the ",;:;;"
po.ssessionof Navarre,which hhd been gtIarantied ""
. .;". ,.'" ,':': ;:,: .:' ".' ,': ~"rr . '.\ :'<r' f 1~",

de;Villeneuve..Barg~lllont, :Hiat. Zurita, Anales, tomo Iv..fol. 1sil, '
'His ~né, tom. 11. ~p~168, 169. ~' 1~3.,~ Alonso, de P~e~cla.,. qoro- '.
'die tOlre. de Lou~s, ~.,.autrement .DIcaz' MS.,~p~~. ,2; cap. ;17.*; ~p~:-
. te La ChroDlque Scandaleuse ~lenCla ;8wells ·,the'Dumbers: ~f. the
.~:rpur,t.G~eflie~del'Hostel de Vill' 'French,~,the''serviCá .oí: t~.~ d~~e

,. ans, .. (Pa~,'.1620,l p.145~:'~· ,;oC Lorrame'to.20,OOO. '. ::'~:",: .. "
. '. ".' .:. -'. :~'.
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,'. I'AllT· fo ,'them 'on their father's decease," threatened" ,a
t.

"""'----- similar, rebellioD, though on much less justifiable
pretences,' to that which h'e had just •experienced
rrom Don Carlos•. To crown' the, :whole ¡of ,John's
calamitiest his t3.yesight, which had been iIIlpaired

,by .'exposur~ ,.and protracted. su~erings ' d~ring. ,the
':winiersiege',,'of Amposta, 'now .. f~ed him alto-
,gether,.46 . " ,,: ".",: .,;, " ,;

:,.:'IÍl this extremity, his intrepid wife, putting her­
self. at~~,~h:e head of such forces as she couldcollect,
pass'ed by water to' the eastern ~hores of .Catalonia,
besieging Rosas in person, and checking. the.opera...
,tions oí the' enemy, 'by t~e. '. "capture','of '" several
inferior ,pláces ;, ,while ,Prince, f erdinand, eifecti,ng
a junction with' '~her',:, befare Gero11,a, ;'coll)pelled the
duka "of:' "Lorrain-e ,t().' abandon:,. the~', siege ,oí.; .that
important· c,itY¡•. : Eerainand's, :ardor, "however, liad

,"'.nearly· proved .. fa~~l, to' him ; .. as, in,· an· accidental
'encoúnter ,with a .more,;::nu~erous· ,party':of,,'.,the
'eilemy", .his"jaded, hórse:would. infallibly' have be­
·trayed hiril into their.~harids,: 4ad ,:jt. not ,'been'.for·
i1:he devo~ion oí, ,his officers" several of ,who~,' thr9w­
ing :, theins~lves between '.him ,. and':: his.-'. ,;putsuers,

.. , '-eilabléd'him :to ,'escape" "by' the,:" ,gacrifi~e," }~f: ,;~their
\lwn .Jiherty~ " ", ,.,.,::'."."' ', '. ,,', ... ~ :>",/' ".' ,. ;,,' '~,:<:~. :~.: ; ,

. Popularity .~:,.,: '¡ These,, ,,'ín'effectual struggles c.oul,d not turn' the
of the dulte .

oC LorraJne. ítideof fortun'e.., The' duke oí Lonainesucceeded
in this and the' two following campaigns, inmaking
,,~... ": ..~ ":,~'~~':, '1 - '¡"¡",.;

, ~ :' ~:- .' -- ~ ~- .. '.- ,

.' ..bl:'~Ol~~~~'~=.:M.l:~~~~~~i:~~t13iAj:~~.~~¡6~;
, ~óm. iv~'fol. 148,149, ·158• .:...·A!e- 'tom., ii. p.114.~.'Mé~.:~etJ ?~~:
, son, AnaJes,'de ,Navarra, ~(Jm. IV•. nes; ;Iritrod.p.•. ~5~;"ap¡~d<~:eu o.



. l .

57MINORITY OF FERDINAND.-

himself master of aH the rich district oí Ampurdan, "CIIAPTER

northeast of Barcelona." In the capital itself, his 11.

truly 'princely,', qualities ,andhis .popular' address
secured -lIim ·~he.most unpounded, influ~nce.·: :'"Such
was' the ~nthusiasm'for .his person, ..that, 'when -he
rode abroad,.the'people· thronged 'around ·him em~

bracin"g his .knees, tbe trappings of. his' steedf and .
eventhe' animal 'hi~self; in their. extrav~gan~e,;

while .the ~ ladies; ..it' ~ is' 'said,' p8:wned .their..·. ring~, -.
necklaces, andother ornamentsof ·their' ·attire,.· i~
order:todefray theexpense~'of the ,war~~7;_\,,"·, .,':".,'

Ki~g John, in tbemeanwhile,was draining the :::: ~.1hB.
cup of: bi~terness to.·the dregs.-;'·.: In, the- winter ..of Aragon. > :

1468, ·his::que·en:;Joan.; Henriquez, .:.fell a' victiw .to·
~ :painful disorder, which had beensecretly corrod~

ing her constitutionfora, number oí :years.JJ;l
Inany respects, she was llie. most "temarkaole.swomcm'
oí her,1!ime.·· ,She- took anac~ive part in tlíepolities
'of fier liuslSana,and may be 'even said to have given
them adireetion. Sheeonducted several important.
-diplomatic ·ne'gotiations .to-a happy issue" and,what
'\Vas 'more'uncommon ·inher sex, ,displayed con- ..
:siderablecapacity for Iriilitary affairs.), Herperse-'- , ...
Ctrtionofher step~son, Carlos;,has lefta: deepstain .
on herinemory~' ItWas thecauseof311 ,herhus-
ha~?'s_ subsequentmisfortunes>' .Uer>invirtcible ..
SPlllt, . however,and the 'l-esources' of .,her genius,
supplied him witli: tlie,best'means oí.su'rmoúilting
~any :of the·· ;difficñIti~s·.·ln- ~. ~hieh~' sh·~·:had·.involved ..

. '" '. ". .. . .' ,. ,,'
..~_:-:- ..-.~"-~.-;:'~_':"::,,,:' .' O"; r.:.'.-:;-" .. ·......::_ .., '<'.~ .....,,' .. ' 0_' "~_, .. :-.";:',.'
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'.' "·48:Alonso de Palencia, Cor6nica; ·~as ~ear~"~eve~ tiJ:nes, in ~er la:s
',tt;lS., parte 2, cap. 88.~L. Ma-' .1llness; toexc~alD1, ID allus~on, .on

. ¡nneo,Cosas Memorables,fo1.143.:-: 'was supposed, lO her ~assda:W
.. Aleson,Anales de Navarra, toro. oí Carlos, "Alas! Ferdinanh' ~ "

~ iv_: p•.609~ - The queen's death .dear thou h~t cost t~y .mot el ble
... ·was Saldto haya been caused ~,bya ,} findJ?o n~t1ce of:thi~.lmproba t1

'Cancer..~ According to AJeson and ,confeSSlon "m,any '.",cont~lDpor3
sorne other Spanish writers,. Joan ,author. :'::.' ,:,~. Ir ,:~i:'¡,;~;'.¡,::::;.~"

·.PART
l·

58·

him,' .and·lier 1088 at this" crisis seemed. to leave him
___o at :once·without solace or support.48

;·:··.:.A·t· this· perlod,; he was further ;embarras~ed~· ¡a:s
Will' appear in the erisuing .chapter, .by .negotiations
for Ferdinand's marriage;which was. to deprivehim,
iri a great'measure, of ·his son's. cooperation, in the
struggle ,~with. hiss~bj~cts, and ~.which, .' as., he.:- la-

'ínented,.while hehad '~cí;lrcely:three. hundred enri­
ques' in, his coifers, ~aUed on him for additional .dis-
bursements~ :.: , ",.';'

As the darkest· hour, however,":is C?onlmonly said
to precede the·· dawning,. so light n~w:.seemed. to
break. uponthe ,affairs .of John.·· .'A' physician, in
Leridaof the Hebrewrace,.whichmonopolized at
that time almost all the medical scien'ce in: Spain,
persuaded tne king. ·te·· submit ;to·.the.···tJhen.unusual
operation. oí ceueHing, and su~ceedea·jn. restoring

.',sight to 'one .oí "his .:eyes.· ;" As, the Jew, . after' the
[ Fasllion oÍ: the Arabs, debased his reaLscience:Jvith
""astrology', he.;refused; ·to.~ op'erate .·on the ...other..;' eye,
:since the;planets,. he: said, .wore·:a malign3:nt.aspect.
But· 'John's rugged' nature' was ~insensible" itO·::·· the

-timorous superstitionsof: hisage, andhe compelled
. ~the .physician· to repe~t bis experiment,which .in. tbe
;end próved' perfeetly successful.~· .Thus.. restored. to
Ilis natural faculties, the octogenarian' chief,for such

Improve­
ment In

... J ohn's af- .
rain. :
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he might·now··almostbe·'calle·d; t~gained his'.wonted CHAPTER

elasticity, and prepared. to resume oifensive opera- n.

tiOll~ .ag~iist ; the ~ enemy ·,with al!:" his ~. accustomed
energy.49',·.:;-::.,>:;, ."', .. ': ;.'.:'~!.:' _, .. :I>.;:.. :.:..:·,c.:-: :;

Heaven; tcio,as if" ·taking cOInpassion;: on bis
accumulated; misfortune~,' now;'removed the ;prin~

cipal obstacle too his :' success '..~y, the·. death <of, the
duke. of' Lorraine,·.·,.who was :.~sum~oned from·.the ..
theatreof bis shórt-lived·· ttiuIl\phsón ·the·,16th;.'~f

Decembe~,.1469."' TheBárcelonians :were· thrown 1'l60 •

. iuto the greatest corist~rnation'·by··bis 'death;:im~

puted, as usual, though 'without appar~nt fotindatioil',' .
to poiso~ ;': and ·:their' respeet .far, his·.nie~ory.:.was
attestedby<the" honors ·no··lessthan:rOyal,':which ""~.':
theJ paid to his·remains.: His· body::sumptnollsly
attired, ···witli ;, hisvictorious .sword:" .b~ bis. :side" was.
paraded: in .~olemn procession :througli. the eillumiñ~

ate'd streetsof the· city, and, afte~ lying; riine ,days
in sIate, ':was '. klepositedamid. the lameniations of
the .people··· in: the: sepulchre. oí '. the· sovereigns ;of
Catalonia.50 ',? ,:':. -; ;.;" : ... -~'¡' ~~>"'~'. ;::.:'" '-'::~>~ ,~<¡

. . . .;:..... '. .' ..~ '.' - -'"

.... As,thefather 'ófihedeceaSedprince was iooold,;",';1
Rnd hisehildren' 'ioo',young,: to give eft"ecfual aid to

',' •. ". ; - ", l' -- .~', .... .,- ¡ , ': ;~ .. _ • ; ...... ,. • ,.. r·: o," •••~ ••• -~. ·r:,.' ';:.',~ ,; '..~.{~'!,

.::·ii~;~~~9;~~.'~ lsKi~ri~' ';~;dts~~{c6~n~o~#,.ái·':: ·..'
_0, Cosas Memorable!3' fol. 141.:rceptance of it,. on~arriving .at tha .:
·Mfonso .de~P~encia, ..~róriica,- '~ourt·or Castile~ received fro~:~he.

50 ' c~p. ~8.· . .... . .< ;' :, '.:,. lips of Henry IV.the '1jrst.· tidlD«B
de RVl~e:neuye.~argfi'mont,Hist •. of bis master's· death. (tom. 11.
334. ..,:n , tom.... u. pp~··.J82; 333,·;, p.l~.) .·He: must .:~ave leamed
'orabl L. Manne~, COS~ Mem....:·:. too wltlt"no lesa' surpnse th8:t I~~-.
le ·eS'J0l. 142• .....;..Alonso de Pa,.·· bella' hadalready been mamed· ,at
~Za,. arónica, pan•. 2/cap. 39. : that time more than a.year ! ..Sea
;178.~~" .An~e8" tome ·iv•.fol.-' th~·:.date .of. the. affielal ~am~ge
neuve BCCOrding to :M·. 'deYille- . ,re~rded 1~ .~em~deJaAcad. ~e
lsabella' hgemont, the·pnncess ~Hist." tom•. VI. Apend. Do~4..¡ .

. s a~d had been ,offered to . ~.!. .,' ..• ";" .. ~:.~,,; . .:'..
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PART . their. 'cause~ the 'Catalans' might' be now sai~ to _b~
J.. again without a leadeI:. But. their spirit was un-

broken, and with the .same f~soIuti9.n: in ·.;whích t4eJ.
refused submission more than nvo c.enturie~ after,
in .1714,' when .the combined. fo~ces ()f f~íJ:~ce .. and

. Spa4t wereat the gatesof the ~pit3.I, t4ey rejected
the conciliatory advanc~s made t4em a~ew, .~Y. J~hn•

. That.:monarch, however, h.ayWg suc~~e~ed .:.by. ex'"
.traordinary. efforts i~ .assembling: ~ .compe~ent: force,
was proeeedingwith ,his usual alacrity ..Í:IJ.' th~ .re­
duction :of :such pl~ce$ in .the ;e~ster.n :.quaxte~ ..oí
Cataloniaas had revQlted ;tQ. the enemy, while.. at
the··s~me time :he 'instituted a. rigor()'usblock~de oí

=~rBar-. Barcelona by sea and land. Th~ forti!ica~io~~,.W~re

'Strong,· .and ~e' king, was,. unwilling ~o' e~pose 59
':fair ~., éity ·to. the. devastatin.g ,~prroFs: r,ef .a. !,~t~!m.
,The inhaoitants made. one vigoro~s:~,ffort :in.'~. :sally

.i;aga1nst the,royal forces; but the ~ivic~~Iiti~ wére
[''Soon broken, and the lossof Jour· thousand roen,

killed ,and ,'" prisQners, ;admonisheil' th~~' ,'o(their
inability to .cope· with theveteransof Arag~~..51

~~:.~- :'iAt Iength,:. r~duced to, ,:the'last ',~x~remity,: :'they
tConsented to· enter into .~egotiations".:·'Ybic~,.' were
conc1uded by a treaty,equally honorable ,.,to both
partíes. > It wasstipuhited,that Báicelonashould
:retahi all jtsancien~ privileges <and rig~ts;ofjuri~~

·diction,. a~d, with·· sorne: '. exceptidris~ its Jarge .tern-­
torial .' possessions.'.A .general,aimlestYWa~;to be

,-grarited .ror •. offences~' ",' "•.The .,,' foreign .,.'. ?#erc'e,llaries
.. ~ . . ~ ~.- -.:.j .r~ '. . '.. ' .

.: ;.. ,/ - '.' ..', :-.~. - .. .

'~AlonBO de Palencia, Cor6nica,:-Abarea,lleyes:~~iragoh,rey
MS., part. 2, ca~ .. c29, 45.-Zurita, 29, '. cap. 29." . " .
Anales, tom., IV.. fol.. 180 - 183.. .., .... '" .;-, ' ,..:..
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\vere to -be ~llowed to .depart ' in sf:lfety·; .. a~!l such CHAPTER
of the natives,· as' should· refuse tó;·renew .'tbeir. 1I.

aIlegiance' .to iheir ancient sovereign.withil1. ayear,
might .. have·· the ... liberty.', of··removing:. ·with' their
effects wherever they·would~· One' provisioú: inay
be thougbt ··somewhat. singular, after what had
occurred; it was agreed that the king 'should cause
the Barcelonians too be publicly pro~laimed, through7 ..
out all his dominions, good,faithful, and .loyal sub~

jects; which was accordingly done !.
The king, after the adjustment of'the prelimina­

ries, "declining," says a' .contemporary,··" the tri­
umphal car which· had been prepared. for him,··made
his entrance into the city by the gateof Sto Antony,.
mo~nted on awhi~e··charger; and, as he rode 'along ..
the principal stJ:eet.s, -tlie sight oí sC!, roan): Eallid··
countenancés·· .and .~maciated . figures" ·besRea~ing

the extremity':of famine," smote liis· heartwith·
sorrow." :llI.eilien· proceeded to the·· hall of.· the
great palace,·and on the 22d oC December, 1472, . 1472.·

solemnly swore there to respect the .constitution and /
laws oí .Catalonia.5i .. "'::.:'. ::< .. :~ '. ", , :, .

. :hus ended'this Jong,disastrous civilwar,the
frUIt of parentalinjustice andoppression,.which
had .nearly 'cosi the king of· Aragon .... the ". fairest ." ,
portio"n .oí 'his ·domini~ns •. :which' devoted·· to dis.... .. , . . :

qUl~tude and disappointment moreth':ln ten years ..'
of hfe;at aperiod whenreposeismost grateful;
and which opened the way to foreign wars, that .." . ~ .

. , ..

'.
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,continue,d .to hang like a dark cloud ayer the' even­
ing,of, his. days. It was, attended, , however,',: with
pne 'importallt result; ,that .of establishing ·Ferdi­
nand's successioÍ1 over. the "whole of the·.domains
·oí bis: ancestors. ~ .. '
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Henry IV. disappoints w E~pectatioris~ ~Oppression ofthe' People:'~'"
League of·.tbe ',No~les. -Extraordinary Scene:,at' Avila. ..:-Early.·
Education oC Isabella.~Death oí har Brother 'Alfonso. - Intestina
Anarchy~ .:...The ,Crown oifere'd" to', Isabella·.~ She' 'declines it.~'.· ,
'H~r Suitors. -She'accepts'Ferdinand or-Aragon•.~Marriage· A.rt.i·'·

, eles.' --.. Critical Situation .oC Isabella. - Ferdmand entera Castila.~.
Their Marriage. ,:' ". .".. . . .'. -' ,_. ,':" '<',

REIGN OF ·HENRY.. IV~, OF' CASTILE.'-"CIVIL· WAR•.;;.;..MARRIAGE·"
OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA:

. WHILE' these storIn.r 'eyents were'oce~gJin
Aragon, the' Infanta·1saoell<;t;whoseoirthwas men.;· --­
tionei1 at tHé· clóse"' oC the' fustchapter,waspassing·.
her youth: amidst scenés: 'scarcely lesB tumultUous; .¡k

At the date ófher'birth;rhér 'prospect oí succeeding' .... ~;
to the- throne'''':,.-óf her:':aneest'Ors":was everi.'::,more' re~" .. fr

.~o~e'thanFerd~and'~prospecfofinheritiTIgthat'of ... .....~;
h~s j andifjg· intetéstingtoobserve •• tMoughwhat .'. .• . .. ~

. tpnals,' and ·bywhat á.~ séries:of'reinarkableévents~< ., .<i,;¡~:.,.~.::.'
rovideI;1ce' 'wa:s pleased tÓbringabóuÍ'this'resuli;; .. , . . . "Ol

and through ¡,tthe union, ·so long ".defeired,'of'the" ..... l':

great Spanish monarchies~: :: ....' "",,'... ;' .', -:'
. r,rhe accession'of lier' elder'brothef;:Henry :the PopuJarlly ......•..

~Ourth,was wel~oD1~d :with :ari ~I1tliusiasIIl,pr()por- l~.Bell1'1 .. >
tIoned.to .• the·disgu~twhicK h~d.b~"~n·:exCited •... 1J1. ~•. , .•....•.. .
the long~pr()tracted'ilhd itnbeCite' 'réign"()fhispre- .. :..



CASTILE UNDER HENRY IV.
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..... .v~NU, pudet IUIsuetOl lCeptrls:,mltl~ . 38 39;...,..Pul~, Clar~~ :v:atones,

:•. ':; , ' •• "..••• j R:::r:~~:bt~ege ~ov~~,~· . :". tit~ l.~Castillo·, 9i"ónica:, 1. 2~.::
, >:~ ..•..• , :'> ~ '. ' ' Lncan. Pbarsalla ]lb. 8.:.< - ,.~Guzman, GeneraCl0n~, c~p. 3 di.
, .. ¿. ~:Ovi~do;.Quin.cuagenas,MS., ~at. "Althoug~ H f3nijr's·lavIsh ~xle~hi"
.' 1, 'qu~no•. l! cha).8:- ~odencus ture, partlc.ularILi:.worksot¡~ tbe

, ~a.nctlus, Hlstor~a Hlspanlca, ca~~:: tecture,g~~ .; .~ :,mear1r. ~~;,
.. : . . !
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decessor. Sorne· few, indeed, who Iooked back· to
--- the time when he was 'arrayed in arms against his

father, distrusted the soundness either ofhis princi­
. pIes or oí his judgment. But Car the larger .portion
. of the nation 'Yas disposed to: refer .. this to inexpe­

rience, or the ebullition of youthf1l1 spirit, and in­
duIged the ,cheering anticipationswhich are ,usualIy
entertained oía new reign and a.yóung monarch. 1

Henry was distinguished, by a benign temper, and
by a condescension~ which might be called familiar­
ity, in 'his' intercourse lvith •. his inferiors,virtues .pe"
~uliarly' engaging in persons oí,his eI~vated 'station;

'aDd as'· vices, which ,we:ar the 'gloss: oí, 'youihr are
not only pardoned,..but are, oftentimes' .popúlar,'with
the vulgar,'the' reckIess: extravagance ili:which be
indulged ~mself,. was fav.or-ably contrasted withthe
séver~.. narsimonM"of 'bis.' .fat4e~;jD! hi~ ~at~e~ .,:years,

~: and·· gained, him the surnam~r9f~';t~e 'Libe~~.,'~~,: .. Mis
~reasurer. ..:ha~ing. remQii,str~~~q '.' 'Y~th h~~ ..• ',on· .the
,prodigality .oí his expe,nqitur~, ..h~ ~~pl~e,d ; r"~f..Kings,

.. ~nstead ,Qf, hoardin·g .treasti.r~ .' Jike, .;pr~yat~t. pe~sons,

are bound to. ,dispense ,'it :fo~ the "happi~ess. "9(,(:;:~heir

subject~":, .We. < must give .toour ene~es, tp, mak~
them frlends, and to' our ',frlenqs. ,to ~eep; ;t4~.~' so.

.. ~e suited', the .actión so \vell to th~ "'ord,§41at" in a

.few:years',·; therewas.scar~ely a 1naravedi..:remaining
.in"the r~yal 'éoifers. s, . r.· ¡. " '1: • .• .


