
.. ~35'

, .

. , . ','

.. ")\IINORITY OF. FERDlNAND.·

""; .

factions which desolated·. that .unhappy kingdom, 'CHAPTER

and, after an· ineffectual ·struggle· ag,ainst.h~s ene-, 11.

mies, resolved to seek an asylum at th~ court of, bis
uncIe. Alfonso~the Fifth, 'of NapIes, and.· to 'refer.to
mm the final arbitration of. his differences with :his ..
father.13 : '>. ,; ." . "'.,: :".' >: '.' l· .', " '

On bis ·passage through ,.·France·, and ... the 'various Carl08fe-
, .' tires to Na..

courts of Ita]y, he was received \Yith the .attentions pIes.

due to his rank," and still more to his pers~nal. char~ .'
acter ~nd, misfortunes.:' Nor was he,,'disappointed
in the sympathy and favorable ~ recepti~n~ .which, he .
had anticipated from.hisuncle •.. ·;~ Assured of protec-.
tionfrom so .,high a quarter, .Carlos inig~t. now rea~
sonably~ flatter:: himself.withthe~ 'restitution· oí .bis
legitimate rights,when these bright prospepts were
sudaerilJ overcast "b!· th·e::. death, ;of.. ~lfonso,·, who' .
expireÜ'at NapIes of a·fever. in .the .montli. ·of May,
1458, ,bequeathing' ·bis', héreditary "dominions of. 1458•.

·Spain,. Sicily, ilfid Sardinia to. his brother John, and .
li~s kingdomof NapIes tohis illegitimate sonFer~ ' ..
dlnand.14

." ".' ',: .. ~:: > .. :,:" .::' .. :~,':. ,:::;'" "'-::~ :' .. ', \ .", "':"~'. . ..

The frank ·aJld···courte~~s·.'Itianners of·..·Carlos· had ... :'.
lVon sopowerfully;on the'affectionsof the. Neap()li- ."
taIis, .whQ 'distruste~':~h'e dar~,'am~iguQus:"charact~~ .
ofFerdinan~,AIfonso's 'heir;' that a large····party
eagerly pressed; ·.the;~pri~c~to· a~sert histit1e.:·:toth~ .'..•.....
\7a~ant: throne,~'ássuririg ..him· ofa gen'eraI'stÍppor~ .

. ,~,." :~: :,'}, -~ " .
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REIGN OF JOHN 11., OF ARAGON.

~~,PART, frorÍlythe' people.·~ But ~arlos, froro motives of pru~

1. 'dence :or imagnanimity," declined 'engaging in this
~~!~f~fI;. 'new. ~contest,15 and: passed 'over to ,: Sicily, ,whence

'he ;resolved, to solicit a final,' reconciliation:with','his
,father.' He was received wiíh ,much ',kindness"by
,the Sicilians, who, pres'erying a gratefu~ recollection
oí· 'tbe bene'ficent.. sway.', of his :' mothe~ Blanche,

" , ~hen.: queen 'ot :that, island, readily:'transferred' to
the son their ,ancient 'lattachment to .tbe parent. '4n

assembly of t,he states voteda' liberal supplyfor
hisprese~t 'exigencies,: and even' urged. him, if','we
·are to credit the' Catalan ambassador at ' the ~ court
'of: Castile, to assume the sovereignty of the' isl­
'and~16 ,Carlos, 'however, far ,fro~, entertaining ,so
rash an ambiti,on, ,~'eems to have' been' willin'g. to' ~e-

. elude himself froro nublicobseryation•.. He' :,passed
the greater portión oí bis time, at á:convent :oí

,- .- 'Benedictin~' friars 'not far frornMessina; where,in
iHe', society of learnedmen, and with, the 'facilities
of ano extensive' ,library', he endeavoured to ,recall
the happier hours oí youth 'in the ,pursuit,:of,'bis

',' favorite' studles of philosophy and ,history.~~ ,,:;' :,'
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... Inthe meanwhile, John.,now' king ofAragon ClIAPTER

and its dependeIicies,alarmed ·by.'the ..,reports oí bis 11.

son's popl:llarity in,., Sicily, ;became, as ,solicitous fOI John U.BUCo.
. ',... ceeds to the

thé security,of~is,'authoritythere,~as h~ .had,·before A:';:D~r .
been for it,in,;Navarre..\.: He! accordingly:sought to
s~'óthe the mind ,'of the prince.:bY' th~ 'f~ir~st 'profes.~

sions, a~d to ~Ilur~ him.;back:t~' Spain. ,by, the:pros­
pect of an, effectualreco~ciliation., ·.Carlos,.~elieving"·
what .he ~ost' ,.earn-estly"wisned, "'in, ,.opPQsition._.to
the adviceof',his,Sicilian. c'ounsello~s,'emb~rked for ,..
Maj~rca, and, after, ..some,·'. preliminary..negotiati()D,s"
crossed :ovet to :the'~oast :'of.Barc~lona~:>~ Postpon~ ,
ing, rOl;· fear, of .. giving ~ offence to; bis: father,bis .. en­
trance into tha~: city;;:which, 'jndignant at; :h.is· p~rse~
cution, nan ~acle-; the-~ most p~illi~nt. pr.eparation~ ~'f9r','

~is reception,. he··:pro~eeded;to, Iguihida,~herean'· ..
lntervi~w took;·pl!1c~,·;'·he.tWíeen:.·him·: '~n'd<; tlie_ :king" .
and queen, i"':,W~icb.: he.'~'::conducteª.~·: him'self 'with'
unfeigne~ ·H.uinility;,and. penitence, ·reciprocated
on their., part'-;·:;1)YI,the most.consummate·,.dissimu-!:1
lation.18 'ir,>',d ;"i ,.,~.,'",,>./. :. , l' ,;., . .. .... .. .... ,¡. ¡
~n p~ties'#ó~'cÓnfided :i~,' th~ st;bilitj ;p('~~::::':íih .. '1

pacI1ication, s~ anxiollsly ;desiréd,mnd.rffectedwith hlsl~t~e~ •... '..., .':: ... ' .... ••·.··..•·..••.:.t.~.

. ~~~: :;~~~e~~s~~~d~~i:~~o~I~;t~;e~!:~~T:i: .•...•• ....•..•...........•.•..•........'j
as heir :apparent'to t;he. crown.of;Ara.gon;,and' 'con'r . .. .. . ¡

\Ten~.an assembly of;'the ·.states,Jo'{(ténde(~m.!1:h~
en t ., "', " ..' ".', " ,'" ,~. . .'... '., . J

fu s Omary i o,ath 9f.rallegi~n~~. "L~t1t.i ,Il°thin~.',wa~· .1
rther" fro~th~i)moJlarch'$ [mteJluon.;1 'JIe:;llldeed . .;

, , ..' ~

.. ' '. '. . ...' ~
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REIGN OF JOHN 11., OF ·ARAGON.

• ." ;•••••: ••••• :- •• # • •

.. ../J9-Áb~ Reres >de: :AragOU" iv: fol.·:7()l7~.0:ÁIéson;~a1es
: .: ubi supra. ....:Zunta,· Anales, 10m: . de Navaml,·:·tom~ i'.~:~.:~~,~·" '.' .....

. : ¡. ,_, _>o.,

';PART"t summoned the 'Aragonese cortes at Fraga for'the
.1'- purpose' oí. receivi~g their homage to himself; ·but

-:" .",. ,.' "; he expressly" refused their request· totIching eL simi­
, ':",,:' lar 'cere'mony'to the prinee of Viana; 'and heopenly

" rebuked the Catalans for <presumiilg to,' address him
as 'the suceessor to the' crown.19 ;': ' . . , ... ,. . :'

.,'." In this' unnaturaI proeedure 'itwas :ea~y to discern
the ' inflúence.: oí' the: ,queeli.. In" addition to·· her
original causes ofaversion.to Carlos,she regaided
hi'm wlth 'hatred as the insuperable obstacle to her
own'· child Fe.rdinand's,.advancement.:··. Even<the
affection of, John' seemed :to, be now' wholly trans~

ferrec1from' the'offspring oí his:first·:to·.thato~.·his

.second 'marriage ';' .... a~d;: as '.' the" ":'.: queen's ": ~~nfluence
over him' was ··.unbounde'd,.... "she ··'foüIid: it easy~.··by

artflil'sllggestiÓns',' to'put:~' a' dark ;"'~construc~on '<OD

... every"action' Q~earlos,: and to .. close'úp 'every' aV~
" .' ' -", .. ' ~' . . ¡

l~nuéo~ .returningaffection within.,bis b~s~lIl•. \ .
, , ,',ConVIDced at Iength: of the .hopeless" allenatlon

oí hisfathe'r, the' prince' ofViána'tnrned.: his'\'atten~

·'tion. tO'other quarters, whence' hemight' obtain'"sup­
part, aIid' eagerly entered: 'into'a .ílegotiatioIi~wbich

." :'.·'had· been···opéned\vith.:·himon··the·.. part·rof·:Hcnry
thé: Fonrth, of Castile:" for .', 'a'ullion with' ..:his·::.· sister
.tbe .pnJicess: Isabella.This was' cOIniIÍg;irf,direct

collision 'with the 'favoi'ite" scheme,i ,of.his,.,paients.
The •• titarrlage of Isabella·"with .... thé:young~Feidi­
narid;:which' irideed, 'from'the' párity'..bf:théir<·~~es~
'was'ii ~'múch' more suitable connexion·::tháIi·;.·.that.with

, ,
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·Carlos, had.·long. been the "darlirtg~object" of their OHAp,TER

policy, and they resolved to etreet it in the face'of' lL

every obstilCle.' In eonformity' with this pUr}lOSe, ,
John', 'invited .the' prince: oí Viana to attc'nd ·him at
Lerida, where .:hewas. then:. holding.:..:the c'orte:s "oí
Catalonia.:~·:·~he latter,fondly,and indeéd. foolis.hly,
after 'bis manifold ,experience'.· to the .contrary, con­
fiding .in the ,:. rele.nting'disposition ,( of :.his,_., fa~er,
hastene·d. tO:'obey'the': summons,. in..'exp~ctati~n: ~f

being publicly acknowledged'ashis heirJn~ the'.as- '.'
sembly 9f the.,: states. ~'.After~ a .'brief:;inte~yie'Y· h~ .
was arrested, ·and,hisperson·. pl~ced instr~ctcori- .:n:Pri..
finement/IO

", .,;.~; \i; ·..•·.,:i::. >",';,:,'. J . .'

Tbe .intelligence.of·,this,perfidious>procedrir~ .
diffused general .consternationamong'all .,. ~Ia~se~. .' '.
Tlíey unllerstood toow:ellthe'artifices ofth~ Huee~ •..
and die vindictiyétemper.~f1:he,;king,uoi to' fe~l ..
the .mostserious;, appretiensions,'not .only:for.ilie·.
libert~~ hut fOD:'the life oí. their prisoner. ¡he ·
cortes .. of~e~icla,~ ~hich, ,thoogh d~~solved 'o~:,tb(lt .'.
very ,4ay,~a(¡~ot:yetfi.eParat~d, sentí ~n;embassy "
·~o JohIl, l'~qu~stiIlgtok~o~,th~;natllfeofjhe,cri~e,s
lnipute4; lo,his·s6n~'.;;t~~:'p~l'll1a~Emt,~ep~t<it,i()~: ~f

...Aragoll~i:all~. 'a 4~leg~ti~n':fro,~:.th~~o,1Í~W!,:-~\1¡l,#;-·

..c,elo~a, ;~~~~q; ~llj ~in1 \qrra :siw,i~~rp'~r.p?s:~,:reIl!?~-; '.
straVA~.~~i~~,~~ei',~p1~:~g~i~st;:¡~Y;:¡1,?olé~~'<éJ.Il~ ..
·uncOnstltqtwn~t.' prp~e~d111g~.;¡.1;()~1I.;,tlI~~e ,.JO~11
·returne~ a 9pld,' 'ev~si~e :'ans~er,~ark1y .i~timati*g •
·él.~p~ci~~"p(A~n~piréJ.éi;'bf.Jlis·;· s~n;:~g~ins(;~~~ ·

..'"'.~.L".'.. ',< "......<.-:.:~;;: ;'¡';[j; :.:~:. '~2',;:,~{/~;:;;, e,;;,'¡",(;:;({i:';; ::>::;;'!;,~r." ',.
. bIes ~aiiri~~r Cos~:, Memora~: ·.;.:d~, Na~,': ·to~~',iv ..:pp..,556;);.~~..·: .
lib .' .fol. .. ~08. 7.ZU1'ltat·'~Ilales,.::'~:Castill~,. q~~~~, :.,cap. ,2~•.:<:: '.~:::'. ~ .... ' ".
. · 17, cap. 3• ......,; Aleson;' ,Anales .}~;? ;''": ... :.; 't:'<-':··:'.:\.:·::!' '::":'~" \ .. ~ ..:.):~ 'C:. _.",*:\f;::.~' '. ':"

. ".. \.'
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RE.IGNOF. JOHN JI.; OFARAqON.

PART .'. .Jife, ánd reserving to himself the punis~m~~t.oí tbe
_..;;...1.............._ offence.~l . : , •. ,', ",. ,i,.'. 'L:,.!:; . :.;;-.

InsurrectioD .' .' No··sooner was the result of their mission· com~
oC the Cata. ~. .'" . . .. .. '. " . . .. . .....

lans-municated,.:· than ·the whQle. Jkingdqm 'wa~; .thrown
into' .a .ferment~~ .'. The high-spirited: :Catala~~ 'rose
~~ arms,' almost~to a :man•...The. ·royal':governor,
.after.~·:frtiitless·attempt too es~ape,. was seized,ílnd
imprisoned in Barcelona... ·,. Troops wereJevied,·and .
placed unde.r· the' command· of, experiencedofficers
,oí thé highest.rank•.. The heated populace, ·()ut..
·stripping; the·.. ,tardy movement of:~ military./.opera­
~tions,.·. ~arched forward to .Lerida, in .' order: '. to .. get

possessio~. of. the .royal persone .'. The' king,.·who
.had seasqnable riotice oí this,displayéd .·his w.onted
.presence oí mind.~; Hé ordered' supper tobe I pre­
pared: ror .him. ;~at "the.· i usual·~.hour, ".. hut, .on.~:·jhe

approach: of .night, made ,his .escape on,horseback
--. :.~ith ... on~··.or tw~" .atteridants only, :.on)the ·..·ro~d;·: ..to

. '. '1 '!E'raga,< a' 'town.within; the territory ,of.:.Ar~goil;

·,··while "the Jmob; ~traversing .the.,· streets .. -:of Lerida,
.'a'nd finding. little' tesistance.:, at; .~he >gate,. b~rsi i~to

the' palace' .and "ransacked·. every.eorner oí ¡ti.pier-
. ·cing,. ;.in··their f~ry;: e.ven ~the' :curtains and 'beds: .wi~h
·thcir·8wOrds 'and~ lanees~' J~; ..;..~ .., ....:,' ,,::.;):::,,:... " . ,t~j ~ ..,."

. -!I·The Catalan. army,. ascertai~ing" ther~uteofthe
royal fugitive, marched direcdyon.Fraga,': and:' arri~"
ed· so", promp.tly, that J(j~niwith .his' :wlfe,'~n4··<the

-----------------~---~~-........;.-~ ...
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deputiesof the Ara:gon~se··.. cortes. assembled thére; CIlAPTER

had ,bareIYe time to, ;make .. their, ,~scape.· o~ .:. the .road. 11.

to Sa~agossa, whilethe'in'surgerits ;pollre~",-into the
city fro~ the.r·opposite j quatter., :.>"'.The ~"'~person.! of~ .
Carlos,. in the mean:.time"was :secured. in·ihe ,;inac";
cessible fortress. oí Morella,.,:situated·:i.n· ...a.mountai~~

. . ~

ous district on :.the confinés oí .Valencia. '.. 'John;'¡ 'on
halting; at Saragossa,' .end,eavoured... to .assemblean
Aragones.e .force., '-capable'~'of' ~:re~isting" the ·~G.atala~

rebels•...: .JBut the' flame.:'oE,rinsurrection..,ha~'·isprea~ .
throughoutAragon,Yalencia,:and Navarre, an4 was .
speedily eommnnicatedr\to ·J~is·tr~nsmarin~:, .p~s.~es:·. '.
sionsof Sardinia :and·Sicily.:·.. ).} The': .king,.of...~.asille .. ".

. suEpor.ted .Carlos'·"atl~ the:. sé,lmf}. _. time:' ·.by··áI.1.~rupt~()n .
into Navarre, ánd his partisans,th~Beaumonts;;·cOt··

operatea .with·:these· :.move~ents·,~~>~~.·~~.scentton: .:.'
Aragan;': ~~.;~: ": .

··Jonn, alarmed (1t the tempest whichhis J?reeipi-~::::Lro-.
tate coniluetj Had·róused,~.;at.Jength sa"W.th~~ nec~~7

sity ofreleasinghis:pris.oner; ',and,'as.th~rqueen .
had incurred' general odium, a~ the 'chiefinst~gator
oí bis· persecution'ih~áffected~ tO,;~o~his. in7~~~se~
quence oí, her.'jnterposition~ ;:As"Cár!o~ 'Yitb:his

. mother-in-Iaw traversed~tlíecountJiy- .on ':~(}h:. :way .
~oBarcelona, ,·he.'was:'ev~rywhere;greEtt~~,J)y?t!:'_~,.;,' ...'
~~hab~t~nts. o( the~:viHage~::;th~p~ging?l!lt?.:ine~~..•.......
,1m, ... WIth.; ;t~e. '1I1()~t'1' t()uch1Dg::!enthl!sY~13~~;.1!h!l. ··1 \) 1. j

qUe~n, however, hélvingbeen.informf;1d . bjr)he '.....
mag.ls~ate~"thát herpresenc~:would~otl>é,pér~~- ' ..,

t~::.~.~;.t~p~t:Ei.~z~~~:~, ~~.:;,t~~~~}':;,*.~,:¡::f~~~i*,t(1t... .••. , .
Col; 11~la; Anales,lib; 1'1,ea:p116.~1.;::~~~o, cosaS :M~J)Jora~I~~, .. •. • .. ' .

VOL. l. ' .6: ."-~:', ...•...••.•.•......,•.....:...•.•........•..
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. Í4, C~tillo{Crónica, cap: 28. - .·Tamuia clos~áthefr.gate8 up0!l'~~
Abarca, R~y~s ~e Arag~n, fol. 253".queeni,and 'runl{ ,the,:beUs on.,::h.on
254. -- L•.Manneo, Cosas Memo~.' .... approach, .tha; .8~gDal. o~: alarII1 fot
rabIes, Col., 111, 112. - ~leson", th~ appea;rance.l!fan.eDem~,~.:~~.,.

. . .Anales .de .Navarra, .tom. IV.', pp. ::. tbepursult ..or~tmal~factº~~.;·;'.t¡/-:-·
.559, 560.~The inhabitants 0( ... ·.··; ,'.' ~': .....: ..:... ~'.... ';,.':'~, ~"·'::.·~Ht~·" ... ·"

.. PART Villa' Franca,. about .twenty miles distant;. :while
l." ..the· princ.e, entering Barcelona, was welcopled.·with

the triumphant. acclamations.due·,:to·;a .. conqueror
returning .fr~m a campaign 'of vict~ries.. ~4 :'." 1' ....: :.:'.~ :....

":' .. The ·conditions, on which .. tbe·· Catalans .proposed
· to .resume their," allegiance' to their sovereign,. were

sufficiently humiliating~· .. They insistéd not only on
bis public acknowledgment oí: Carlos as' his .rightfuI
heir and -successor,': with .the; office,: conferredon

· h~m for 'life, of lieutenant-general of .Catalonia~.but

· on an obligation' t?D his ..:own ,part,.that he:.wou1d
never 'enter 'the province'. without their. express'per­
mission.·, .Such was Johri's':·extremity;.th·at ;he:.·no~

·only .acceptedthese unpalatable conditions,but,did
· it with affected cheerfulness•. ·· ..... :: ;.' .. ~ ..../_, ..:."~ .. >.'

Fortune seemed·noww:eary of .. persecution, ,and
.,CarIos, líappy in the attacñnien1J oE a, brave'~and
, p,o~erful people, appeared at length to bave"re,ach­

'ed .¡f .haven i

" of .perma:nént ·.secur~ty .',., .. '.:aui.~,:at:· :,~s
·'crisis he'fell ill oí" a': fever,' or,~.as,;·: so.~e,: .. histori?ns
... insintlata, oía disbrdér occa8ionedby;p~ison'admin­

.is~ered :during ·hisiIilprisonmen~;':.::·a: ....~fact;i,.~Mch,
'wth'ough unsupported .', by' positive.. evidellce~:·.seein~;

· 'notwithstanding its atrocity:, .. to ·be no .wise ~'imp~.~b"

. . able~ consideriitg the charactel' of the;partie~jinpli­
~II death. ·'cated.~:.He·.expired', 'oil',:the ::'23d,,~" ó(·· Sep~~~ber,
1461.:1461, in theforty-firstyearofhisaget~beq~~a~ng

" . '.".
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his title. to:'; thecrow;n 'of Nava~re, inconformity CIIAPTER

with" the'original marriage .contract·of his parents, JI
, '~,

to bis sister Blanche and her posterity.·.J5:. .',' .
. Thus. in thc' :. prime' of' life,: 'and ·'at·the' ·mom~nt

when he': seem'ed to·have:··triumphed.overtbe··malice '
of his· enemies~ •diedthe·princeof •Viana,;.whose
charact~r, 'con~picuou~' 'ror:' inany'virtues, ha's become
stillmore so' foro his·:misfo:rtup.es~;·;'· ·Bis:, .:first.···act ..of~ ,
rebellion, if 'such,; eonsidering'his' Iegiti~ate'preten~ ,
sions to' the: Clown, if callbe ';called,.was 'severely
requited, by his subsequent'>cálamities;,'whileothe.
vindictive.· aond ·persecutiilg··'teJ.l.lper,:·of. ·his~. parents .
excited .3. very ~ gerieralcómmiseration 'in' ~is.: o behalf,
and brought -hirifmore" éffectual·support,·:than'.'could
lía~e. ·been derived 'f~oIIi 'his own¡; ,merits:'·::·or··.,the· jus+.· ..
tice of his' c'ausé ...~~~ .,: ,·'~l .:. '.",") ',: ". '·'·;"l":")'s..:; 1"'::;;~.::, .' . . ,,' _. .
.' , ".! ,., " oo. .' ': ", '. , '.' '., • " • c..' . o .,'

" The character' oí :IDon··· Carlos 'llas been nortra~eEl :nIch~ .'.

by LllciÓMaIfueoiwho, is"be·wrotean accounto{ er.. .. ,

thesetraIÍ~a~tíón:~ by thecommand oí Ferdinand
the. Catholic/i'cannot. besuspecteQ :of·· aÍJ.ytundúe .
partialityinfav~r'afilie'·.prince oíVjana: •...."~" Such,Y'. ,.
says ~e:l;~~' ··w~re·· ·.hi~t, teInpe~a.llce:;:~:and .:;,máderatioli,·
~ch the :exéell~iice'()fhis bteeding,!he purit)r'of··
hIS life', hif~iberalitY and inuIIificerice,' and:suéh'the
~~.eetness·:, :'of: ~': ii¡g>' demeánor,:>:that· riei ~,~ oile'<. thing "
seemed' to De ~anüIigi 'in::hiIriwmch 'belongs tO" a
trueandper(ecf prince.'~~6/·:H~ is: describedby ..

• • .' i ' '. • , • ,. • ' : , ~~ :: .~ "J.c, ':.:~:>::~ .>,:.[.; .(.; ...:(;'\ '; ~::

~~AlrinS;"d~Palend~·:Cr6~ca ...·9iL/M~e~~iÓomu:M~inora- ... .. 2
neo:bP~. 2,. cap.. 51.'~L~:Mari~. ···:b]e·8,·,.,fot.l06•.~~~' Por:quanto~'em' .: .... ,:;.,',. . ~,' .' '; ... ~(
A1e~o:SAnMaleemodrabNle8, fo1.~ 114'~'~ .~~' Ja: te!DplanC(a~'::':'Y:" meadur&l< de, 8!lu

rto
el.· . ,. .:':: ~.:::.:" ~r

iv. .' . s .e. a~a~,··tom·.:··/.pnnclp~·;:~~ ~.e con~E! ... ,' " .. (.
cap:Pl:6J¡Ó63~·~Zunta,An~es"":~Y:8~'cnanc;a,~.costum~resf~a'l~:- .' .::....~

, .:' "". .. :':"pleza\de8n'Vlda,~u liberalidad y. ..' ¡~.
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~. , , .' :". "n·',~'~~ I't~~'~·' fr.' ·Y··;?·;'F~":,r ,: ..
magnificencia, y finalmente su dulce Antonio',' BibUotbecm Vetus, tome
conversacion, que ninguna cosa en ii p 281 . . .... ,
·el·faltava de aquellas quepertene&- , '!!l' Nic:.~tonio,Bibno~:
:cen·a recta· vivir; y que arman el tus, to~.1..1... Pp.. 281!.2~.,.•.. ',' ..••.. p..'

. .'verdadero ',',y ~'perfecto ,. príncipe yana,. Hia~~/ do~ ·Espanaj ..~oDl.~:U., ..

·~tG~&J~ ~~,~p~(Ú~i(l. ,434',;H'::~':;;.t~~· ·;~~É'jj1';;st;/· ,:
·ti~·;" .
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REIGN OF JOHN II.,OF ARAGON.

.~ PART ) a:o.bther. contemporary, as "jI} person somewhat
l. . above:the..middle Istature, having ~ thin vis~ge, with .

a seren"e amI. modesteipression ofcountena~ce,
and .,withal·somewhat ipclined. to melan~holY.,!'!7

He'was a',considerable proficient,in .~usic, p~inting,

and :several,_mechanic :arts. ' ¡He frequently.amused
himself with. ;poetical ~omposition,and, was.t4e. inti­
mate.:friend oí ,sorne, 'of,the,;IDost e~inent'bards.of

~, , ' , ,- "" I .~.', .'.

bis ;time. t. ~ But\ he.;was: aboye' ,all ·;devoted. ~tQ ..the
studY'of philosophyand history•. 'Hemade)l ver­
sion ofAristode's' Ethics ·into·the vernacular,~hich

was first printed, nearly fifty years .after hi~rdeath,

at, Saragossa, in 1509. . He, compiledalso a ChrOD"7
iele of. Navarre from the,earliest ,periqd to.his",own
tim'es,which,: although. suff~red.to. remain"in .maDU~

script, has tieellJ liberall, use«l a~d ...eitell·· b~ the a ·
Spanisli antiquames, Garibay.,[Blancas,and.'oth~rs. J8

·His;naturat~taste',and. his habits fitted :him much
. tietter.·for the quiet ~njoym~nt of.ieÍters, thlm (or

tbe tumultuous scenesin which it'w~s ,hi.s·:·misfor~
• • • ',' ' ~ .r' '-, 1'.' • ., '.#' ,. ' ,~-.' . _rO ~., ;:

ttlnelto, be involved, and in which he was,nc;J,match
. forenemies.grown..gray, 'in. thefield 'an~,)n';'the

intrigues oL the cabinet. "But, if.,his deyotíon. to

learning~so rare in hiso\'lVn, age, ~d _soy~r.r_rare
anu>ngprinces in any,age,wasunpropiti()~~iJ?~s.
success. on thebusy' theatre. on which·:·hewas ·en-

o ' ',:',1'. . " '. . ~l I .",_,: ; '~J';.i ~", __~I"":':.'·""";~:.O"'\'~ ,
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