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to pass its principal features under review,· in order CHAPTER

.to obtain a correct idea oí her gov.ernm~Il~. .. l.

Thewise ádministration,of .the r~gency, d~ring

a long minority,postponed th~· s~ason ()f~a1amity;

and,when it at lengtb arriv~d, it .was ~on~e~~d for
sorne time from the eyés of th~ vulgar by the pomp
and brillian~.·· festivities,: which d~stjngui~hed. ~~

, court·. of -.the, young monarch~ .' Jlis. in~~sposit~on~
if ~ot. :incapacity for: business, how~v~r, gra~~~lly

became manifeSt; ,and, while. h~ resig~eQ, .. p~I,ll~~lf
lvithout .reserve to plea~ur~s,.whi~h ¡~, II1u~t·, ,~~.

confessed werenot u.nfrequentlYQf, a '~efine~~:q4
intellectual character, he abandoneq th~ gpv~rn~ent.

ofhis kingdom to the control ,oí favorite~•. _ .'
The most conspicuoús ofthese, wa~ A..lyar() ~~ '~::eO::~

Luna,' grand master .oí St•.Jaqles, ~d, cpnstable, ,oí. .. .
Castil~.:· .' .This· rematkaole per$on, tA~ UI~~timat~ "
descendantof a.noble lIause i;n~rago~,w~s·. intro-:
duced '·~eJ.t~ early as a page' into th~ royal house~

hold,. wliere .h~ spon .disting~ished· J~im~elf by, Jtis
,amiable .: ,manners .and .pe~~on~~ :~cco~plish~e1l-t8•.
.Hecould. ride, '.fence, dance,·sing, ~f:we may_cr~~it .
~is loyalbiographer, better·· than any otlJ.er ca:valieJ,'
In the '..cQuit .;.' .while'. hi~ .proficien~y .i~ '~-q~ic .~~~

poetry -reCommended'him. ·~ps~: ~ffe~tually '-~o.: ,th.~ .
favor~of· th~.,monarch,,~h9 ··profess~d. :to <be:,.~ ..;co~-
noisseur iliboth.- ... With the~e,s:h9lfY q~alities,.·AJ~

varo. de Luna united' others. oí .a ~9~~' ~angero~~

·complexion•. 'His insinuating"address, éasily. con-. .
ciliatedc6nfidence, and enabled him to.mastel' the .....
D1otivesofoth~rs,while his~wn \V~¡'e- máskedby
consurrimat~··~issimulati6n•. :.:' '.He' wasas ;fearless·.' in



t6ricos, (M~?rid, 1682,) tom~i., foÍ\
227. - Cr6nlca de Juan JI., pas81m....
- He possessed sixty towns and
fortresses, and keJ?t three tbousand
lances constantlJ_ln pay.· Ovie~o,
Quincuagenas, MS.

.....

3. Cr6nica de. Alvaro de Luna,
edicion de la Academia, (Madrid,
17B4,)tit". 3,5, 68, ·74. - Quzman,
Generaciones y Semblanzas, (Ma
drid,177ó,) cap. 33, ~4.-.- Abarca,
Reyes' de Alagon, en Anales His-

. PART
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REIGN '·OF IOHN 11., OF CASTILE.

ex'ecuting',h~s, ambitious schemes" as. he was·.· cau~
--- tious. in ·devising them. He' was indefatigable in

his·application· to business, so -ihat·· John, :whose .
aversion to it we have noticed, willingly.reposedon
him· the whole burden of government. '.The.king,
it was said, only signed,while the constable·dic"
tated and, executed.He was tbe only channel of
promotían to" public office,.whether secular or eccle"
siastical. . ·As his· cupidity was, insatiable, ·he .per~'
vert~d the great trust confided tohim to· the acqui
sitian oí the principal posts in the governmentfor
himself or his kindred, and at, his death is said to

. have Ieft a larger amount of treasure, than ,was:pos':
sessed bythe whole,nobility of the.kin·gdom•• ·':He
affected a· magnificence oí state' eorresponding 'with
his elevated rank.·, The most considerable grandees
in Cástile" ·contendea·for(tlie honor oí liáving rlfeir
sons~' after tne. fasI1ion of the time,e(lucated in'his

lfamily. 'WheIi ,he rode abroad, he was~ acco~pa-

rtied by a numerousretinue of1qlightsand nobles;
which teft his sovereign's' court comparatively; 'de..
serted ;."so that royalty might ,be said 'on ."allocca-,·
sions,.whether of business orpleasure, to,be eclip's~

ed by the superior splendors of its, .satellite. s ~The

history of ·this man may remind tbeEnglish 'reader
.oí ·that 'of Cardinal Wo]sey, whomhe'~o~ewha~

resembled in character,and stillmore:. iri,·.his~.ex~
.", ...

traordinary fortunes. . , ., ..
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33 Guzman,. Generacionesbcap. que con: mayor maravilla .. se puede.
491"~ Cr~n~ca de Don Juan .., p~ . decir é oír, que aun· en los autos'

, et ahbl. ' . , . ' naturales se dió asi ,á la ordenanza
~telJ}s complaisa~ce for the favor~ del condestable, que ~seyendo élbÍilndeed, mnst be admítted, ir we .mozo bien' complexionado, ,é teni,;.,
e eve.Guzman, to hava been oC ti. endo·á.la· refIla 'BU' muger 'moza .

tnost extraordinarykind. "E lo 'y~hermosa,·si el condestable se, In

, \,

It maycasily be believed, that 'the~aughty aris- CHAPTER

tocracy oí Castile would' ,ilI brook,this, exaltation oí. l.

· d· -d al · c.. th .' b'- h 'd h JeaIousy ofan ID IVI U so In1erlar to em In" llt " an ,W o tb~.nobles~,

withal 'did notwear bis, honors. with exemplary
meek.ness. ,- 'John's' blind partiality,for his favorite
isthe key to: all the troubles, which, 'agitated the
kingdom,during the last thirty years, of his, reign.,
The disgusted nobles' organized.,confederacies ,for·
the purpose'of, deposing' th.e' minister~ ". Thewhole
nation took 'sides in this; unhappystruggle.' ',Th~

heats 'of' civil discord were:stillfur~her heightened '
by the interference oí the royalhouse, of Aragon,
which, descended,' from a'common, stock.with that
of Castile,,' wasprOprietor. of large, estates,.~ 'the',
latter' 'ceuntry." ~The' wretched,· monarch:,z,beheld.
eyc·nhis own ,·son, Henr~, the' heir,to,':the: crown;
enlistedin 'the: .oPEosite faction;' an(l sfw' líimselF ray
r~duced to· the' extremitiy oF, sHedHing tbe b1908 .of.
his suhje0ts in, the .fatal battle oí Olmedo.' 'Still
tlie address," or th.e good. fortune; oí the constable
enabled him < :to .• triumph, over· bis enemies;' and,
although he was,obliged'occasionally: to "yield ,to \ '.,
the -violence'ofthestorm and',withdraw él while,
froijl the cou;t;he'was soon 'recalled and reinstated
,in aH his former dignities. ,"This melancholy infat.:. ,
,uation'.' of ·····the 'king is' i~puted .. by: the' 'writer,s ,of.
that ageto sorcery on the 'par~of :the: favopte.t '

. , . . . ~ • ". '.
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contradixiese, no iria 'á' dormir.á . Práctica'y 'Estilo de Celeb~r Cor- ..
su cama della." .Ubi supra.' ... tes en Aragon,' Cataluña y Valen· :

. 5, Marina,- Teoría de .las Cortas, cia, (Madrid, 1821,) pp. 234,235~ .

(Madrid, 1813,) tomo i. cap. 20. ~ - Senipere, Histoire des. Cortés .

!~~. it pp•. 216, 39q, 391. - tom. d'Espagne, (Bordeaux, 1815,) eh! .

ID. part.~, .no~ .4. - Capmany, 18,24. :. ... .. .., ...'.: ... .' ....

. PART .. But .t4e' pnljr witchcraft~ which .he use.d, wa~ the

l. ascendency of· a strong mind overo a wealt pne. .':

~~t~es:~~. .' During.this :long~protractedanarchy, .. th~· peQpl~l

mona. last, ",bate.ver theyhad gain.ed in the two. pr~c~dil)g

reigns•. By the advice of his· minister, who, ~~e:m~

to have .possessed. a fuIl measure of~ th~ in~olen,ee,.

so~súalwithpersons. suddenly advance.d frQIQ ·}()W

to elevated· station, the ~ng not only abando~ed

the .eonstitutionalpolicy' Qf .hi~· predeces~pr~ .i~.'

regard ·.tO. ~he' co~~ons,: bq.t entered .on. ·the· mQs~

arbitrary an.d systematic<.violation· oí th~ir· right~~ .

Their' deputieswere excluded froro the privy cqun~

cil, or lost all i~fluence'in it.·., Attempts were m~il~

.~o 'impose taxes. :without . the' legislative .:s.~nction~

The 'municipal ·territories were' alienated, and l~v~'"

ished on the"ro¡al minio~s~: The .freedom '. oí e}ec~

tions was· invaded, ·and Qelegat~s to .. cortes. we.re

írequently nominated }jy"·tli~· c~own.;·· and,. to·. PQ~~"

plete the iniquitous scheme oí oppression, p'tagmati.- .

cas,or. :royal :proclamations~ were. issued, containing

provisions' repugnant.· too the .acknowledgedlaw pt

the . land, and '.' affirming. in .the ,most unq~alified

terms the· right'of the sovereign.' to legislate· for his

subjects.·5. .The· commons 'indeed, when·. a.ssembled·

in· 'corte's,' 'stoutly resistedthe ,assrimption,of :'su'ch'

unconstitutional powers.by the Cr,OWD, ando .compel~

led the prince not o:qly to revoke. his pretensions,

REIGN OF JOHN 11.-, 'OF ·CA8TILE•

----~-----~-----------



:9

. ,.",.,

BIRTH OF ISABELLA.,

'""

but·· to ,.accónipany histevocatión 'with .the most CIlAPTER

humiliating concessioils.,~" •They evenveíltuted so 1;

far, during ·this· reign, as tOI regúlate. the expenses
of. the· royal' ,hot1sehold ;,:.. ahd their:)ahgnage to the,
throne on all ·these·· occasionS;,,\ though temperate.
and loyal, :breathed agenerous, spirit .of ~.patriotism,

evincing a perfect consciousness of·theit own tights,
and a steady:determination to maintairt· them.,~·~; ~,.~ '... '"

Alas!, 'what could stioh' resQlution.,avaiI;· .irt, ~this

season oí misrule,against the ·lntrigttesóf·a éunning
and profligate· minister," unsupp'orted, ,too;' as, the,
commonswere',by any .. sympathy';orcooperation:
on the part of. the' highe~ <orders of. tba state !., A
s~heme was devised for bringili'g: the ~popular ,bralich
of the legislature more' eff~ctually··within,.the control·
of the ·eroWIl;by· diminishing· the:··number· of. :its··
constituents.;. ····It has .oeel1 alteadyremafked; in t1ié'
Introductióri, that·,a: great :' ÍFregularity ppevaileB., in·'
Castile' as 'to'~he number, oí· cities, which, at dif-
,ferent' times,.' exercised tha right oí representation.',
During,the,'fourteenth century, the depütation. frorn'..

,this. order ..had .been~uncommoilly fuII~·:,··¡ The··,k.i.ng;·,
however, -availing. himself of this irideterminatenes~,,, .
causeq writs ·to·bé, issued: to avery·.small proportion ...

,.of the towns whichhad. lIsually enjoyed. the privi~
6' .'.', ,,' ..' :'<'",~ .: ';', ~, . . :, .. ,'.' ' '> :.;:; ~:¡ .....:.. . ~... i

fi .Severa! oí this. prince's, l~ws'" c~ssario consejo' de' xiu~s~o~ sub- '. .'
ar ledres~lng the alleged gnev.,¡· ·dltos, y naturales, t}SPeciiJlmente de '.' .

ances are l!1co~orated in the great, los Procuradores .. de las ,nuestr,as ,.
lodeLe°fPhlli¡> II.,.<Recopilacion de ciudtides, villasj f lugares' de los.
~s yes. (Madrid, 1640,) lib. 6, .:, nuestros'r.eynos.', Itwas much,

tlt. 7, ~eyes .5, 7, 2,)which de- easier to extort good Ia-ws from .
cIares, In the !I10st unequivocallan- . this :monarch, ' thaIl ..to. ,' enfore,e ,'

, guage,. the .nght 'of the colilmons: them... ..:> :.':'., '..:';'~:' ....
to be· consulted oii'all ÍIilponant, ,·7 Mariana; Historia4e España.: .
mdtters... ce Porque:-.en.los hecho~' '. (Madrid t '1780;) t?m~ ii; p. 299•. o',:' .

ar uos de nuestros, reynos es ne-:, '.. 8 .Manna,Teorla, Ubl supra•..' ,; '1 . .

VOL•. l. . .'. 2 ,. . "
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.•. 9 'Capmany, Práctica I Estilo, 1)•. l~~cia w~~'ntent to repurchase it~':
228. - Sempere, 'Hist. des Cortes, ancient right of representation from'
chap.. 19.-:- Marina, Teoda, pan. 1" the crown, at an ,e,xpense of.80,000·
cap. 16..~ In ,1656, the .city of Pa- ducats. . ." " : .:.j:i, .. ',."

,.PART

••

10

:-lege.·,· Sorne. of those that were. exclud~d"indig--:
_-_, nantly;. though ineffectually .remonstrated· .against

this, .abuse~ ,Otbers, previously ·de,spoiled of., Íheir.
possessions by the rapacity ~?f the ... crown," or. im~,
p.overished by the· disastrous ,feuds' :into which .tht}
~ountry had been thrown, acquiesced in ',the· .me~s~·,

~re ',from ,motives oí ,economy. " ,From,' the, sama,
mistaken , policy several citie,s, again, , as Burgos,
Toledo, ~nd others,petitioned the soveréign: to', qe
fray the charges of their representatives froro tfe
royal treasury'; a most ill-advised parsimony, which,
snggested to the ?rown a plausible pr,~text ·for the,
n'ew .sys.tem of exclusion., In this manner the Cas
tilian ~ cortes, which,. notwithstanding its, occasional,
fluc~ations,,;' had exhibited- during ~he: precedi.ng
.centurywhat,might be.regarded as a repres~ntation

of the whole comm~n~ealtn, was gradualiyreduc~,a" '
during, the reigns of John the Secqn4and his son',·

" . . .

D [Henry the .... Fourth, to the deputations: oí "sorne
. ~eventeen or eighteen cities. ···.And to thisnumber,;.'
with slight variation, it has been restricted until the
occurrence of the recent revolutionary ·movementsi
i~. that kingdom. ~ . ... : '" ".' ". ":!',

:,,·The. non-represented were required .-toctransmit.
their.instructions to the deputies' of ,~he privileged,
'ci~ies~ .Thus Salam~nca appeared in behalf of five'
hundred· towns. and fourteen hundredvillages.; .. élIld
the populolls: province . of Galicia was represented:
by'.the littIe town of Zamora, which, isnoteven:

,: . .... '. .,' , . '. .":.. .' ...', ~
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~ncluded with.illj~geographieállimits. ~o;The ·priv:' CHA;:ER , , , ,
llege oí'a vozce-zn co~tes,:asit was·,·called, carne, at -~.... ',.
length tobe prized so highIy'by ~th~ ;:favore'd cities~

that ·wheli ··in 1506 ·some··of,:·those 'who·~'were, ,.
excluded "~solicited the ~ restítUtion· ·of·their :·'ancieilt
rights, .their· 'p'etition '·was· opposed; by;. the·· .. former'
onthe iInpudentpretenee,that" the right ofdepu.:.
tation had been' res'erved by.aricient law.:.ánd"· usage
to only eighteen .. cities 'of' the"· realmJ' 11.;·~· In: this
shqrt-sighted and ~ost unhappypolicy;~es~ethe
operation 'oí, thosé' local jealousies, aild: i e'strange~

ments, to which'we have alluded in' the Introduction. .
But, although theeortes; thusr~ducedin numbers;
necessarily 10st much of, its weight, it still :·mainJ. ' ' .. ' .' ,
talned "a' bold front-···against :.the .usurpations .of· thé
Gro:wn. . It does' not .~ppear, indeed" ".' that;: ánY··
attempt .was made ufider Johntlle Secona~orihis '
snccess,or;- to'corrupt its 'memaers, .oi- to centre} ·tbe .
freedem Q~ debate ;although' such' '3, proceeding i~

not improbable, as altogether conformable· to their
ordinary'~policy,:and .as .the .n'aturalresult'oftbeir .
preliminary, m~asures·.· ',; But, .howevet true' ·the dep~' ItB eons~ ..
•. '.. '., quences.

utles continued· to· themselves:,·-and ~:to:' those·· whó .'.
sent them, itisevident that so limited and partial

. a selectionu() longer afforded a representation::6~ ,
the interests of thewhole:eountry.< Theit neces~ ,
sarily imperfectacquaintancewith the' 'principle~"!or
~ven wishes ,ofíheir widely, ~c'attered 'constitue~ts,'

111 an age when' knowtedge waS" t:J.of circulat~d. '?D
the ~6usandWingsofthe press, aS'ino.ur 'day,

• '.. • • • • , ... ..:- ~;. ...;. .' • u

lO '.' ~ ('. ;.: ,;: ;..... :' ... . .:.' >- . :.' " .. ~.:: .... : '\., ::.:.: "~,,~:,, .... J :

lo .Capniany, Práctic~:·y. E~ti~'," des:. Cor~es:a'Espagrie, c~ap~. 19.~.. · .'
, p•. 230. -; Sempere, HlstoJre' .' 11 Manna, Teorfa, tom. 1. p. 161.

• J'
.~ ,J.
~,

;.--.

~
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PART m~st .. have left· them oftentimes' jn paipful uncer-
l. ~.ai:Qty, ~nd <leprived them 9f the~~e~~¡ng ~.~ppor~

. . .
~f public· ..opin~o~. .Tb.~ yoi.c~·. Q(', re~o~~tra~Qe;
W~ch 'Qe~ives ~ll~h c.onfiqeIlce fr9~ ~u~~~~s, w9u1q.

- . .
P~u;QJynow ·lJ~ r~i~.e~l ~~l ;tpe¡r·,des~rteq :háll~ wit4
~~ sa~e freque~cy or· energy· a~ pefore; ~I.ld, h.9W-
.e,yer .~4e ~epres~ntatiyes of tl1~t day ~~g~t. ~aint~in

thej~ .i~t~grity un~o~rupted, yet, ~~ ~ve~y fC:l,c~l~ty

w~s afforded to the u~due i.~~u~nce.of t4e .C~OW~,

the time ;mig4t come .w~enyen~~ity wo~1d P~9V~

stronger th.(i;D. pri~cipl~, and· tbe unworthy p~t~jQ~

be .te~pted tq sacrifice 4i~birthright for a me~s· ~f

pottage. Thus early 'Yas th~ fa~t d~'Yn ~f freeq9Dl
~vercast, w4ic~ op~~ed in (;ast~l~ u~der more p~~~:

Iia~t ~u~pic~~, p~rh~p~, tban in· any ~ther. countJ;Y
-~n EurQpe. -,'... ..

~~~Yop~~: :. WhiI~·. t4e reign· oí John tlle .~eco~a is, so q~-:

tile. ~~rvec:1Jy o~io~~ "ina politi~~lview, in,. a· Jiter~ry,

lit ~~y p~ ip8c~ibe4 w¡t4 w!IatqioVÍ() calls "tl,1e
go~~en pen' J)f history.'.·': It'\,Va~ ~n ~poch iJ;l tht;
O~stilian,correspol:lding,with .t4~t ~f the· ~e~gº

of '. Franc!s t~e Fir~t, in- Fren~.h liter~ture, :qi~
ti~guished nQt sq .mUGh ~y any productio~. :of-..~;..
tra~rdin.~ry genius, ~s ~Y: th~ effort.m~de. for :t4~
iD;tr.oduct~9~ .. qf an .e~egant c~lture, by con4~ct~~g

it C?~ ~º~e sc~entific p~~~ciples-. ~han lla4· be~~

hit~er~Q k!lo\yIl. . rh~early literat~r~· of .C~stil~
couJ~' poast·, oí t~e '.'Pgelll··()f tbe ~id,"i~ ~o~~

-r~spec~~:-·t~e 1!l()st ~~mª~kable perfor~,~n~~. of t4~ .
.~~d~I~!lg~s.. :.1t 'Yas .' •e~Iich~d,. ;. ~~~~ov~r, w~t~
other elaborate compositions, displaying occasionaI
glimpses ~·of·a bu~yant 'faney, "ór ·of 'sensibility" to
',' ; í ~...,; r 'J • . . ~ '. • ~ -.;,... .. .

..
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12 " ": ":", . '. .:. ',',_. ~, ,:, .,'.::- .' . .' ,.'
s' See the' 'alDple" collections: or.: tori,'Epistolario, (Ma~rid, 1775,)
a~~c~ez,,.:" .P~es(as·. CastellanaS .. epist. 20,.~9.~ Cibda:re~l has gi~e!l
M: er~oresal Sl,gl~ XV~",., .. 4 to,m,'•":, u~ a spe~~en of,t~. ~oyalcnti-.
~d, .~779 - 1~90., <." ,,: '. :-~ \,'; .~,:--~ ClS~J .whi~h ;rua~ ~ de .Me~a, the

33. 3Guzman,..Gen~raclones, cap.' subJect Ofl~, was courtier enough':
omez de .Clbdareal, .Cen- lo adopt.. · . ."....... .. '. ".

external beauty, to say riothing of those delightful CIIAPTER

romantic ballads;which seemed tó spring up ,spon- l.'

tarieously in every quarter ,oí the. country, like the
natura) wild: fiowers of tite soil~ But the unaffect~

ed heautieS' of. sentiment, 'which "seem' ~ rather the
result oí. ac~iden~ thari' desig~;.'" were,' dearly" pur~

chased; in tlie more extended pieees,' at theexpense
of such a erude mass oí '.grotesque and rindigested
~erse, as shows' an entire ignorance ,.of' the ,princi-
pIes' of tlie art~'12 ". ' '. , . .

The .profession '~f 'letters itself was heId in little' Ita encant-
, " l' ',', agement un-

repute "by the higherorders, oí the nation, whó der JohnIl•.

~eré altogether untinctured witli .liberal , learning.
While .the nobIes oí the sisterkingdom of Aragori,.
assembled .in .their poetjc c~ur.ts, :ih imit~tión. of .
their Pro~enc;al' neighbours, .vied ...with: each other
in Iays'of -lave. and chiv:aIr-y; thosc·. ot Gastilé dis~ .
dain'ed these efferhinate' pléasnres as" unwoithy of
tHe prQfession oí arms, the only one oí any estima-
tion in tÍleir. 'eyes~ . The ,benignarit ,'influenc~ 'óí
John was;' perceptible in softening thisferocious
temper.',. ',' He ·was. himsélf sufficie·nily.accompllshed,·
ror aking; .' ánd,notwlthstanding ,. bis ayersion to

. bU~iness; manifested, as has beeÍlnotiCed, a)iv~lj
rellshfo~_. intellectual .' érijoyment.," . He.· ..was·:foiiq.
oí hooks,Wroteandspoké' LatID. witÍÍ'faciiity; , '
composed verses, ,and condescendéd'occasi6nally to: ,
correctthose:,"ofhis loving ·su1Jjects.1,s ,··Whatever:

'. . \,'~:, ';", , : '. -' . .; . ~ • ~. ,', :.' . '. '; . '. .'~ ,. . .'.,.. J : t,
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. 14 Velazquez, .Orígenes de. la 16 Guzman,.Gene.raciones, cap~ 28.
Poesía Castellana, (Málaga, 1797,)- .'-Juan de Mena Introduces Ville
p. 45. - Sanchez,. Poesías·; Cas- ;na into' his "L~berinto," in: an
tellanas,', tom. i. p. 10. - ~' The . agreeable stanza, which has ~ome"
Cancioneros' Generales; ·in . 'print thing oC the mannerism oC Dante.·
and in manuscript,'~says Sanchez, "Aquel claro padre aquel dulce fuente

i "show the great nurober oC dukes, . aquel que en el eastolo monte resuena
· h eK don Enrique Senar de VilJena

counts, marq~lses, an~ ot ~; no.. . bonrra de Espaiiay del siglo presente,"&CiI:
bIes, who cultl~ated thlS arte .Juan. de Mena, Obras,:. (Alcalá,

15 He·was the grandson, not, as . 1566,) fol.13S.... ': '; .. ,:. i··.:"

Sanchez supposes (tom. i .. p. 15)',' ,17 The' recentCastilian transla•·
tbe son; of Alonso de Villena, tbe : torsof· Bouterwek's·History oí'
first .ma!quis· a~wen as constabl,e" Spanish ~t~ratur~ haya falle~ Í!1to.
created In Castila, descended from' an error In lmpntlng tbe beauttful
James ·II.' oí·Arago})•. (see Dar- ::eancionrifthé" Querella de Amor" .

. mer, Enmiendas y Advertencias' .to Villena. It was· composed by
de Zurita, (Za:agoza, 1683,) pp•. the Marq~~s 0f..Santillana: (Bou·
371~376.)~ .HlS mO,ther was an.'· terwek, "Hl5torIa' de la Llterat~ra
illegitimate daughter of .Henry ll., ' ~~añola,,' traducida por Cortl.na
oí Castile. Guzman, Generaciones,. y HUIalde y Mollinedo, (Madrid,
cap. ·~8. - Salazar de Mendoza, 1829, p.196., and Sanchez, poesias

,Monarquía de España, . (Madrid, Caste lanas; tome i. pp. 38, 143.}
1770,) 10m. i. pp. 203, 339. . The mistake ¡nta which.Nicol~

~PART ", mightbe tlie··value. of his criticisms,' that ·of bis
l.' example cannot be doubted.· .The courtiels, 'with

the quick. ~cent for their own 'inte~est whic~ distin..
guishes .the. tribe in" every ':country, ~ s~on·'· tlrined
their': attention to" the ,same .polite' studies; 14 , .ando

. thus Castilian poetry received .very early the· courtly
stamp;which continued its .prominent characteristic
down to the age of its meridian gIory. _

Marquis of ,Am~ng the most eminent oí- these·noble savans,
Villena.

was Henry, marquis oí Villena, descended .f~om

. . the royal houses of Castile andAragon,15 but' more
'... :' illustrious, as one of his countryrnen· has observed,

by bis talents and attainments, than. py his birth.·
Hi~ whole life w'as consecrated to' letters,' .and
especially' to the. study o~ natural science.· .. 1 ·am
not aware ·thaf any spec~men'oí his'po~try,although'
much lauded .b] his contemporaries,1~ has come .down·

.-tO·US.17 ··...He translated' Dante's "'Commedia" into

...


