ARAGON.'

Provengale of the south of France reached its high--

est perfection ; and, when the tempest of persecu-
tion in the beginning of the thirteenth century fell
on -the lovely valleys of that unhappy country, its
minstrels found a hospitable asylum in the court of
the kings of Aragon; many of -whom not only pro-
tected, but cultivated the gay science with consid-
erable success. #” - Their names have descended to
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us, as well as those of less illustrious troubadours, .
whom Petrarch and his contemporaries -did not dis- -
dain to imitate;® but their compositions, for the
_ Inost part, lie still buried in those cemeteries of the
. intellect so numerous in Spain, and call loudly for

the diligence of some Sainte Palaye or Raynouard

to disinter them.®

The languishing condition of  the poetic art, at

the close of the fourteenth gentury; induced John

¥ Velazquez, Origenes de la Po- teurs. Sanchez, after a careful ex-

Poetical
. academy
of Tortosa,

esfa Castellana, (Malaga, 1797,) amination of the evidence, candidly

Pp. 20-22, — Andres, Letteratu-
i’f‘: part. 1, cap, 11. — Alfonso II.,

eter 11, Peter I1I., James I., Pe- -

ter IV., have all left compositions
m the I
them ; the three former in verse;
th: tthO latter in prose, setting forth

1story of their own time. For
& Particular account of their respec-

tve Productions, see Latassa, (Es--

Stilores Aragoneses, tom. i. pp.175~
179,185~ 189, 999 '004 242248 ;

tom, i. p 28,) i
. - p. 28,) also Lanuza. (His-
torias Belesisticas. y Seculares de

ragon, (Zaragoza, 1622,) tom. i.
18

.

1
tr ::ch hether Jordi stole from Pe-

thoh matter of hot debate between

8. Panish and French littéra-

imousin tongue behind

.The Chronicle of James
fide itPafl'tlcul::u'ly.',e:sste,'emev(.{, for its

» Or Petrarch from Jordi, has

decides. against- his - countryman,

. (Poesfas Castellanas, tom. i. pp.81-

84.) A competent critic in the Ret-

rospective Review, (No. 7, art. 2,)

who enjoyed the advantage over
Sanchez of perusing a MS. copy
of Jordi’s original poem, makes out

a very plausible argument in favor
of the originality of the Valencian
poet. . After all, as the amount
stolen, or, to speak. more reverent- .

ly, borrowed, does not exceed half

a dozen lines, it is not of vital im- -

portance to the reputation of either
poet. - SRR -

89 The '5.Baie Aﬁ&ré_s Jamented

fifty years ago, that the worms and
. moths should be allowed to revel .

among the precious relics of an-
cient Castilian literature. (Lette-
ratura, tom. ii. p. 306.) Have their’
revels been disturbed yet?
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INTRODUCTION.

INTROD.  the F irst, who mingled somewhat of the ridiculous

even with his most respectable tastes, to depute a

 solemn embassy to the king of France, requesting

that a commission might be detached from the Flo-
ral Academy of Toulouse, into Spain, to erect there
a similar institution. This was accordingly done,
and the Consistory of Barcelona was organized, in
1390. The kings of Aragon endowed it with
funds, and with a library valuable for that day,
presiding over its meetings in person, and distrib-
uting the poetical premiums with their own hands.
During the troubles consequent on. the death of
Martin, this establishment fell into decay, until it
was again revived, on the accession of Ferdinand

the First, by the celebrated Henry, marquis: of

Villena, who transplanted it to, Tortosa.® .« -
- The marquis, in his treatise on the gaya sczencza,

'detalls ‘with becoming gravity the pompous cere-

monial observed in his academy on the event of 2
public celebration.. The topics of discussion .were
“the praises of the Virgin, love, arms, and other
good_‘ usages.” The performances of the candi-
dates, “inscribed on parchment of various colors,

richly enamelled with gold and silver, and beauti-

fully illuminated,” were publicly recited, and. then
referred to a committee, who made solemn oath to
declde 1mpart1al]y and according to the rules-of the
art. On the delivery of the verdlct, a Wreath of
gold Was depomted on the victorious poem, whlch

% Mayans Siscar, Origenes sia, (Venezm, 1731,) tom, ii. P-‘
de la Lengua Espanola, (Madrid, 170.— Mariana, Hist. de Espaii3,
1737,) tom, ii. pp. 323, 324. —Cre- tom. i. p. 183.— Velazquez, Poesxa
scunbem, Tstoria della Volgar Poe- Castellana, pp. 23,24.
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was registered in the academic- archwes, and the secTiON

fortunate troubadour, greeted with a magnificent
prize, was escorted to the royal palace amid a cor-
tege of minstrelsy and chivalry ;  thus manifesting
to the world,” says the marquis, ¢ the superiority
which God and nature have assigned to gemus over
dulness.” ®t |

~The influence of such an institution in awak-

ening a poetic spirit is at- best very questionable.

Whatever effect an academy may have in stimula-
ting the researches of science, the msplratlons of
genius must come unbidden ; |

¢ Adflata est numine quando
~ Jam propiore dei.”” ‘

The._Catalans; indeed, seem to have been of thls' :

opinion ; for they suffered the Cons:story‘of Torto-
52 to expire with its founder. Somewhat later, in
1430, was established the University of Barcelona,

-Placed under the direction of the municipality, and

endowed by the city with ample funds for instruc-
tion in the various departments of law, theology,
Medicine, -and the belles-lettres. This institution

survived until the commencement of the last cen-
tury, 2 S

Durmg the ﬁrst half df the’ ﬁfteenfh centurwyl,)

% Ma}’ﬂns y Slscar, Ongenes,‘ ‘losophy, four of grammar ; one of
g}_; u. I:ip 325-327. rhetoric ; one of surgery ; one of
Andres,” Letteratura, tom. i iv. anatomy ; one of Hebrew, and an-
P. 85, 86, — Capma.ny, Mem. de othero Greek It is singular, that
arcelona tom. i1, Apend. no. 16. none should have existed for the
ere WBre thm:y two chan-a, or Latin, so much more currently
gOfessorshlps founded and main- studied at that time, and of so
o 2ined at the expense of the city; much more practical Epllcatxon al--
lx of theology, six of jurispru- ways, than either of t
dence ; five o medxcme' slxof phl-"_ ment Ianouages '
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Brief glory
of the Li-
mousin,

INTRODUCTION.

long after the genuine race of the troubadours had
passed away, the Provencale or Limousin verse was
carried to its highest excellence by the poets of
Valencia.® It would be presumptuous for any one,
who has not made the romance dialects his particu-
lar study, to attempt a discriminating criticism of
these compositions, so much of the merit of which
necessarily consists in the almost impalpable beau-
ties of style and expression.  The Spaniards, how-
ever, applaud, in the verses of Ausias March, the
same musical combinations of sound, and the same
tone of moral melancholy, which pervade the pro-
ductions of Petrarch.®* In prose too, they have (to
borrow the words of Andres) their Boccacio in
Martorell; whose fiction of ¢ Tirante el Blanco ?’ is
honored by the commendation of the curate in Don'
Quixote, as ‘¢ the best'book in the world of the kind,
since the knights-errant in it eat, drink, sleep, and
die .quietly in their beds, like other folk, and very
unlike most heroes of romance.” The productions
of these, and some other of their distinguished con-
temporaries, obtained a general circulation very ear-
ly by means of the recently invented art of printing,
and subsequently passed into repeated editions.”

93 The Valencian, ¢ the sweetest

and most graceful of the Limousin-

dialects,”” says Mayans y Siscar,

Origenes, tom. i. p. 58. |

" 94 Nicolas Antonio, Bibliotheca,

Hispana Vetus, (Matriti, 1788,)

tom. ii. p. 146.— Andres, Lette-

ratura, tom. iv. p. 87. |
95 Cervantes, Don Quixote, (ed.

de Pellicer, Madrid, 1787,) tom.

.

i. p. 62.— Mendez, Typographia
Espaiiola, (Madrid,’ 1796,) pp. 7%

~75.— Andres, Letteratura, ubi
supra. — Pellicer seems to take
Martorell’s word in good earnest,.
that his book is only a version from
the Castilian, = - LR

~ 'The names of some of the most
noted troubadours are collected by
Velazquez, Poesia Castellana, (pp-

20 - 24. — Capmany, Mem. de

Barcelona, tom. ii. Apend. no. 5.)
Some extracts and pertinent critl-
cisms on their productions may be
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But their language has long since ceased to be the
On the union of the two

language of literature.

crowns of Castile and Aragon," the dialect of the

former became that of the court and of the Muses.

The beautiful Provencale, once more rich.and me-

found by the English reader in the
Retrospective. Review. (No. 7.
art. 2.) It is to be regretted that

the author has not redeemed his
pledge of continuing his notices to
the Castilian era of Spanish poetry.

. The influence of free institutions
In Aragon is perceptible in the fa-
miliarity displayed by its writers
with public affairs, and in the free-
dom with which they -have dis-
cussed the organization, and gen-
eral economy of its government,
he creation of the office of national
chronicler, under Charles V., gave
wider scope to the developement
of historic talent. Among the most
conspicuous of these historiogra-
Phers was Jerome Blancas, several
of whose prodactions, as the ¢ Co-
- Tonaciones de los Reyes,” ¢ Modo
e Procéder en Cortes,” and
‘Commentarii Rerum Aragonen-
‘Sum,” especially
een repeatedly quoted in the pre-
ceding section. This work pre-
Sénts a view of the different orders
of the state, and particularly of the
office of the Justicia, with their pe-
- culiar functions and privileges. The
i:‘.“ho'l'. omitting the usual getails of
Jistory, has devoted himself to the
l“?tl'?‘t_lon of the constitutional
antiquities of his country, in the
€xecution of which he has shown
3 sagacity and erudition equally
Profound.” His sentiments breathe
3 generous love of freedom, which
ohe would scarcely suppose to have
€xisted, and still less to have been
Promulgated, under Philip II. His
Style is distinguished by the purity
E‘[‘“l;l even elegance of its latinity.
Lhe first edition, being that which I

the last, have.

have used, appeared in 1588, in folio
at Saragossa, executed with much
typographical beauty. . The work
was afterwards incorporated into

CXXIil
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Constitu-
tional wri-
ters ONn Arae
gon,

Schottus’s ¢“Hispania Illustrata.’” -

— Blancas, after having held his -

office for ten years, died in his

native city of Saragossa,. in 1590.-

Jerome Martel, from whose lit-
tle treatise, *‘ Forma de Celebrar
Cortes,”’ I have also liberally cited,
was appointed ﬁublic historiogra-

her in 1597. His continuation of

urita’s Annals, which he left un-
published at his decease, was never
admitted to the honors of the
press, because, says his biogra-
pher, Uztarroz, verdades lastiman ;
a reason as creditable to the author,
as disgraceful to the government.

A third writer, and the one
chiefly relied on for the account of
Catalonia, is Don Antonio Capma-
ny. His ¢ Memorias Histéricas de
Barcelona,” (5 tom. 4to. Madrid,
1779 -1792,) may be thought some-
what too discursive and circum-
stantial for his subject; but it is
hardly right to quarrel with infor-

Blancas,
Martel, and
Capmany.

mation so rare, and painfully col- -
lected ; the sin of exuberance at -

any rate is much less frequent, and
more easily corrected, than that of

sterility. His work is a vast re- -

pertory of facts relating to the
commerce, manufactures, general
policy, and public prosperity, not
only of Barcelona, but of Catalonia.

T

-
1w

b A i T T T e

Bz N et gt e E W

e P A A ey T R i e et g B

P Sl - e

g e g

g
i 100 T

S A T R ey Ny € ™ T T

e

R

b | o

W ey

Y L R

T o

e A T s W Y g

e ot A Tl et s e Tk &



cxXxiv

INTRODUCTION.

section Jodious than any other idiom in the Peninsula, was
abandoned as a patois to the lower orders of the
Catalans, who, with the language, may boast that
they also have inherited the noble principles of
freedom, which distinguished their ancestors.

II.

It is written with an independent
and liberal spirit, which may be re-
garded as affording the best com-
mentary on the genius of the insti-
tutions which he celebrates.—Cap-
many closed his useful labors at
Madrid, in 1810, at the age of fifty
six. - -
Notwithstanding the interesting
character of the Aragonese consti-
tution, and the amplitude of mate-
rials for its history, the subject has
been hitherto neglected, as far as I

.. am aware, by-continental writers.
. Robertson and Hallam, more espe-

\ |

cially the latter, have given such a
view of its prominent features to
the English reader, as must, I fear,
deprive the sketch which I have
attempted, in a great degree, of
novelty. To these names must
now be added that of the author of
the ¢ History of Spain and Portu-
gal,’’ (Cabinet Cyclopedia,) whose
work, published since the preced-
ing pages were written, contains
much curious and learned disquisi-
tion on the early jurisprudence and
municipal institutions of both Cas-
tile and Aragon. '
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PART FIRST.
1406 — 1492.

T g 3 3 e e

THE rERIOD, ‘WI-IEN THE DIFFERENT KINGDOMS OF SPAIN WERE
FIRST UNITED UNDER ONE MONARGHY, AND A THOROUGH
REFORM WAS INTRODUCED INTO THEIR INTERNAL ADMINIS-
TRATION; OR THE PERIOD EXHIBITING. MOST FULLY THE
‘Domnsnc POLICY OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA. -
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CHAPTER I.
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STATE OF CASTILE AT THE BIRTH OF ISABELLA. REIGN OF
| ~ JOHN IL, OF (CASTILE: S A bl

vy
-4

1406 — 1454

Y

Revolution of Trastamara -—Accessmn of John II. —Rlse of Alvaro
 de Luna.— Jealousy of the Nobles. —Oppression of the Commons.—
At Consequences. — Early Literature of Castile. —Its Encourage-. o
ment under John IT. — Decline of Alvaro de Luna —Hls Fall — " -
‘ Death ofJohnII—-Blrth ofIsabeIIa. \ment: ' Alhaimbra v
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- Tre ﬁerce cml feuds, Whlch preceded the AC~" CRAPTER T

‘'cession of 'the House of Trastamara in 1368, LI' T i
were as fatal to the noblhty of Castile, as the .
wars of the Roses were to that of England N SIS
There was scarcely a family of note, which had
not poured out its blood on the field or the scaf- -
| fold. " The influence of the arlstocracy was, of
course, much diminished with its numbers. The

long wars with foreign powers, ‘which a disputed
Succession entailed on the country, ‘were  almost

equally ' prejudicial to the authority of the ‘mon-

arch, who was ‘willing to buoy up “his tottering

title by the’ most liberal concesswn of przwleges; o

to the peopleu Thus the. commons Tose in- pro~
POI‘tlon as the crown and the pr1v1leged orders;‘
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4 REIGN OF JOHN II, OF CASTILE.

rart  descended in the scale; and, when the claims of
———  the several competitors' for the throne were finally
Revolution . . 11 .

i of Tnsa-  extinguished, and the tranquillity of the kingdom

~ was secured, by the union of Henry the Third

with Catharine of Lancaster at the close of the

fourteenth century, the third estate may be said

” to have attained to the highest degree of political
S consequence, which it ever reached in Castile. -

~ The healthful action of the body politic, during

the long interval of peace that followed this au-

spicious union, enabled it to repair the strength,

which had been wasted in its murderous civil con-

‘tests. 'The ancient channels of commerce were

again opened ; various new manufactures were

introduced, and carried to a considerable perfec-

tion ;1 Wealth with its usual 'concomitants, ele-

'gance and comfort, flowed in apace ; and the nation

promised  itself a long career of prosperity under

< YN 'monarch, who respected the laws in his own

person; and administered them with vigor. . All

these fair hopes were blasted by the premature

death of Henry the Third, before he had- reached

Secession of ‘his twenty-eighth year. The crown devolved on

his son John the Second, then a- minor, whose

reign was one of the longest and the most disas-

trous in the Castilian annals.? As it was that,

however, which gave birth to Isabella, the illus-

trious subjeCt of our narrative,*itfwill b‘e necéSsary |

1 Sempere Guannos, Hlstona. .2 Crémca. de Enn ue III edl-f_
del Luxo, y 3:3 las Leyes Suntua- cion de la Academia, (Madnd,

rias de Espana, (Madnd 1788,)- 1780,) passim. —-—-Crémca de Juan
tom 1. p 171 o L, (Valencla, 1779,) p. ; ;




