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87 l\rela,~uez, Orígenes de la Po- ·teurs.. · Sanchez, after a careful,ex~
esía Castellana, (Málaga, '1797,) amination oC the evidence, candidly
pp. 20 - 22. - Andres, Letteratu-- decides .. against, his 'countryrnan. "
~,part. 1, cap. ll.-Alfonso 11., . (PoesiasCastellanas,.t!'~'i. pp.81~

eter TI., Peter :llI. , James l., Pe-'·· 84.) A eompetent crIlle In tlie Ret- .
~erlV., have. 'al11eft compositions rospective.Review, (No.. 7,art.2,),
~h the - Limousin ·tongue behind who enjoyad tha ádvantage' over

em; the- three former· in verse;' .Sanchez of perusing .a -MS. cOPY.:tet'!o latter in prose, setting forth ofJordi's orisinal poem, makes out
e l~tor.y of their own time. Fur a very plausible argument in favor

:= particular~ccount of their res~ec-. of the originality of the Valenciano .
l~e productlons, sea Latassa,. (Es-' ·poet•. After aH, as' the .amonnt: .
~~~oresAragoneses, tom.i. pp.175- stolen, or, to speak. more reverent..·
t ' ~~5 -189,222,224,242-248; ly, borrowed, does not exceed half
to~. ll. p. 28,) alao Lanuza. (His- a dozen lines, it ia not oC vital im
AfIas Eclesiásticas y 'Seculares d.e . portanee to the reputation oí eit~er

ragon, (Zaragoza, 1622,) tom .. 1.. poet., · ;"f' ?53.) .The Chronicle oC James , 89 The-abate Andres lamentad.'
fid l¡. partlcularly~esteemed for ittf fifty·years ago,.that tha worms and: ..

:8lty. .. . ... ..... , .. .:. moths. should be.. alIowe~ to ravel:
tra Whether ~~rdl atole fro~ Pe~ a!D0ng th~ .prec~ous relies .oí Im- ..
be:ch, al Petrarch from' J~rdl, has·. Clent Castill!!'n,hterature.·.·· (Lett~-.·,'·
tb nsatt~r oC :hot.debate·between. ratura, tom.~. p. 306.) Have thelr..

e.. pams~ and .. French '. littÚ"a.· revela been dlSturbed yet? '.
. " '.. . . . . ~ '.

Proven«;ale of the· south of France reached ¡ts high~' SECTION
11.

est perfection ;. and,' when the tempest of persecu- ---
tion in the beginning of the"t~irteenth century fell
on ·the lovely valleys of thatunhappy: country, its
minstrels found·a hospitable .asylum in the court of.·.
the .kings of' Ar~gon; many of ,whom not only pro~

tected, but cultivated the gay science with· consid-
erable success. 87 ..~ ·Their .names have descended ·to
us, as well as thoseof less" illustrious troubadours,.
whom Petrarch and his contemporarie's .did not dis~ <

dain to .imitate; 88 .. but their compositions, forthe '.
~ost part, lie still buried in those cemeteries of the· ..

!:: intellect sonumerous in· Spain,andcall loudly for.
the diligence.of· sorne Sainte Palayeor Raynouard .. v
to .aisinter. them. 89 '",,' ':. "..", '. :.: .,i,·~ .

~líe languishing condition. of. the·· poetie,"art,: at "Poetical

the closeof the fourteenth .c.enturr, induced ~lohn.:~84:~~8a;
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, '~'90, Mayáns v Siscár, Orlgenés~ 'sia, (VeneZia,~1731,):,toIí1:.ü/'p"
de' la ~erigua' Esp~ñola, (Madrid, 170. -Mariana, Hist.. de ,E8paií~,
1737,) tome ii. :pp. 323, 3~4. - Cr~~ tom., i. p. 183.~,Velazquez, PoesU1

scimbeni, !Stalla della Volgar Poe- C~tellana, pp. 23, 24. ' , ',' ,': "
- .. -

INTROD. the :First, who mingled somewhat ,of the ridiculous
ev~n,with his mast respe~table. tastes, to depute a
'solemn ,embassy to the king oí France, requesting
~h~t a commission might be, detached írom, the Flo-,

'ral Academy .ofToulouse, inta 8pain, to' erect there
a_ similar institution. This. was, accordingly ,done,
and the Consistory of Barcelona was organized, in
1390., The", kings" oÍ:, Aragon endow~d' it ,with
funds, and with a library valuable forthat day,
presiding ayer its meetings in person, and ,.dis~l~ib

l:l~ing tbe poeticalpre~iumswith their own,,!hands.
During the troubles c,o~s~quent,on; the ',de~th, oí
Martin" this establishment ,fell into decay, until it
was 'again revived, on the accession of Ferdinand
,:the First, by, the celebrated He,nry" marquis'" of
ViIJena, ,who transplanted it to ~ortosa. ~~, " ~,',:,' '
.',The marquis, in his ~reatise on tbe.gaya SC'tencia,
'~etai1s with becoming. gravity the pompous cere-o

l ,monialobserved in,his academy on ,the .event()f.', a
public cele.bration., .The topics of discussion,~were

, . ~~ the ,praises ° of. the ~ Vjrgi.~" ~ove, arms, ° and.. other
good ... l1~ages.'" The performan~es oí. the· ~can~i.~

dates, ',' inscribed on, parchment ,of various co~ors,

'ri~hly enamelled with gold and silver, and beautk'
fully illuminated," 'were' ;publicly,' recited,' ,an.d, then
referred to a committee" who made" solelllIl' oath t~

decid,e impartially and according to t~e rules',of ,tbe
~rt.On' the" delivery oí the':: verdict, "a ' wreath', \óf
gold \vas ,deposited' 'on '"the victorious·: poem'lVpich
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~ 91 .~ayans y Sisear, OligaDas, , 'losoph¡; tour oCgrammar j' ona oC'
o~ 11. pp. '325 - 327. . . ' ....' rhetorlC; one oC surgery;, one oC

Andres,' Letteratura, tom. IV~ anatomy; _one or Hebrew, and an..
fJP' 85, 86. -,Capmany, Mem. de' othar of Greek. '. It is singular, that

aTrcelona, tomo n.' Apand. no~ 16. none 'should haya existed {or the'
-- here Were tbirty..two chaira, or Latin, so mueh' more cnrrently
f.:~fessorships,- tbunded and main.. studied, at .tbat time, .a~d ofso
8·1~ed at the expen.se oí t~e.city ; Dluch more p~caJ appllcation ~.. "
dIX oí thet?logy;- SlX' oí ~unsprn"" ways, than elther ~f the other an-,

encej five of.m~dicine;BlXofphi~·" cient languages•.. ,.,' J', ;; .•. ",
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was registered: ,in the- academic·· archives; and the
fortunate troubadour, greeted with 'a',magnificent -.'-
prize, was escorted :to the', royal palace' amid a cor-
tege of minstrelsy. and chivalry; "thus manifesting
to theworld,',' says the marquis,~' the superiority

"

which God,and natura have assigned to genius over
dulness." ~1.:,' !, • '

, 1

-'. The inHuence of such an- .institution in awak..
ening a' póeti~ ~pirit is' ato hest very 'questionablé~

Whatever éffect an academy may have' in stimula..
ting the researches oí science, the inspirations oí,
genius must come unbidden ; ,

,: ".' ,. ce Adfiata' est nUullne quando_
'. Jam'propiore dei.' ~ -....

Tlíe .Gatalails, indeed, 'seem to have' beeti oí tbis·.
opinion; for they suffere~ the eonsistor~',of' ~orto~' .
sa to expire with its {olinde'):.' "Somewhat later, in .
1430, was established the'University óf Barcelona,
.placed unaer tlie nirection of the municipality, an'd,
endowed by the" city with ample· funds for instruc- .
tion in the :various departments of law,~· ·theology,
medicine, {'and 'the belles-Iettres.,'· This' .iristitution
survived' until ,the'commehc~ment'of the lastcen- .
~ury. 92 ." " . " ' " .:,¡':,

. ~ .... .

During ,the 'first half of the 'fifteenth century~
1
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93 The Valencian, " the sweetest - 75. --Andres; Letteratura,· ubi"
and most graceful oC tha Limousin· supra. - Pellicer aeems to take
dialects,", saya Mayans y Sisear, Martorell's word in good' earnest"
Orígenes, tom. i ..p. 58.· that bis book is only a version froID
, 94 Nicolás Antonio, Bibliotheca, the Castilian. .

Hispana. Vetus, (Matriti, 1788,) .. The 11ames of sorne of themost
mm. ii. p. 146. - Andres, Lette- notad troubadoUls are collected· by.
ratura, tom. iv. ~ 87. •. . Velazquez, Poesía Castellana, (pp~

95 Cervantes, Don QUlXote, (ed. . 20 - 24. """';'Cap.triany,.Mem~ .. de
de Pellicer, Madrid, 1787,) tom. Barcelona, tom.li. Apend. no., ~.)
i. p. 62.·- Mendez, Typographia Sorne extracts and pertinent cnt:l
ESpañola, (Madrid, 1796,) pp. 72 cisma on their productions may be

~~ long~ after the genuine race of thé troubadours had
Briefglory ·passed away~ the Proven~ale ar Limousin verse was
of Lhe Li..
maullo. carried .fa .its. highest,. excellence by the poets of.

Yalencia.93 It would be presumptuous for anyane,
who. has not made the romance dialects bis particu
lar study, to. attempt', a discriminating' criticismO oí
these compositions, so m~ch 'oí the merit of which
necessarily consists in the· almost· impalpable· beau- ,
ties oí style.and expression.· The Spaniards, how
ever, applaud, in the verses of Ansias March, the
same musical cOlnbi~ations of sound, ando the same
tone of moral melancholy, which. pervade the pro
ductions 'of Petrarch.94

. In pr~se' too, they have (to
borrow the words of Andres) their Boccacio.· in
Martoftell; whose· fiction oí '~Tirante el Blanco " is
hOD<?red bX ,the eommendatien of the eurate in Don.
Qu~xote, as "toe .~est book in' tne world oí the kind, ;
since theknights-errant in it eat, 'drink, sleep, and

1die: quietIy .in their beds, like· other' folk, and· very
unlike most heroes oí, romance.~':·· The productions
of.these; and ·sorne other of their distinguished' con··'
temporaries, obtained a gerieral circulation vel:Y ear
ly by means of the recently invented art of printing,
and subsequently passed inta repeated editions~95
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have usad, appeared fu 1588~ in folio CODstftU
at Saragossa, executed witb much tional wri-

te1'8 on Ara-
typographical beauty. "The work gon.
was aftel'wards incorporated into
Schottus's "Hispania Dlustrata." .
- Blancas, after having held his· "
office for ten _years, ,died in his
nativa eity of Saragoása",",'in "1590.-"" ""

Jerome Martel, from- whose" lit- Blancas,
tIe treatise, "" Forma deCelebrat ~arteI, and
Cortes," 1 have also liberally cited, apmany.
was appointea ~nublic líistoriogra..
pher in 1597. His continuation of
Zurita's Annals, which he left un....
published at his decease, was never
admitted to the honora of the
preas, because, says" his biogra..
pher, Uztarroz, verdades lastiman;
a reason as creditable to the author,
as disgraceCul to the government. "

A third writar, and the one
chiefly relied on "for the account oC
Catalonia, is Don Antonio Capma
ny. Bis" Memorias Históricas de
Barcelona," (5 tom. 4to. Madrid,
1779 -1792,) may be thought some
what too discursiva and circum
stantial for bis subject; bllt it is
hardly rigbt to quarrel with iníor..
mation so rare, and painfully col
lectad ;the sin oC exuberance" at"
any rate is much less frequent, and
more easiIy eorrected, than tbat of
sterility. IDs work is. a vast re
pertoryof" facts: relatlng to the
commerce," manufactures,- general
poliey," and public prosperity, not
only ofBarceloIl3, but oC Catalonia.

.. :... :

"ARAGON.. ;

found by tbe English leader in the the author has Dot redeemed bis
Retrospectiva" Review. (No. 7. pledge of continuing his notices to
art." 2.) It is to be regretted that the Castilian er~,ofSpani~h p"~etry•

But their la~guage has long since ceased tO" be the
la'nguage 'of literature. On ": the' union of the 'two
crowns of Castile and Aragon, ~ the' "dialect of the
former" became that of the conrt ~and ,"oí the Muses.
The beautiful Proven9ale, once, more 'rich.and me..

The in1Juence oC free institutions
in Aragon is perceptible in the fa
m!liarity displayed by" its writers"
wlth public affairs, and in the free":
doro with which theY"'hava dis·"
cussed tbe organization, and gen
eral economy of its government.
The creation oCthe offiee ofnational
c~ronicler, under Charles V., gaya
wlder acope to the developement
of historie talent. AmoDlf lbe most
conspicuous oC these hlstoriogra
phers was Jerome Blancas, several
of w~ose Broilnctions, as tha " Co-

" ronaciones de los Reyes " " Modo
de Proceder en Caries," and
'~Commen"tarii Rerum Aragonen

"BIUro," especialIy the last, have"
bee!1 repeatedly quoted in the pre
Cedlng section. "This work pre
senta a view of the different orders
of the state, and particularly oí the
offi~e oí the Justicia, with their ~e..

, cuhar functions and privileges. 'Ihe
hl!thorJ omitting the usual detalls of
. lStory, has devoted himself to tha
illustration of" the constitutional
antiqui~es oí" his country, in the
executlon of which he has" shown
a sagacíty and erudition equally
profound. His"sentiments breathe
a generous lave of freedom, which
on~ would scarcely suppose to haya
eXIsted, and still lessto have been
prom~lg~te~,u~der Philip TI. His"
style lB distlngulshed by tbe purity
and even elegance oC ita "latinity~
"Th~ first edition, being that which 1
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.) .

eially the latter, have given sncb a
vie\v of ita prominent features to
the English reader, as must,I fear,
deprive the sketch which 1 haya
attempted, in a great degree, oC
novelty. To ihese names must
now be added that of tbe author oí
tbe "History of Spain and Portu
gal," (Cabinet Cyclopredia,) whose
work, published since the preced...
ing pages were ,vritten, containB
much curions and learried disquisi..
tion on the early jurisprudence and
municipal institutions oí both Cas-
tile and Aragon. ,',,'

INTRODUCTION.

lodious than any other idiom in the Peninsula, was
abandoned as a patois to the lower orders of the
Catalans, who, with the language~'mayboast,that
they also have inherited the· noble principIes oí
freedom, which distinguished their ancestors. :

.. '

It is written with an independent
and liberal spirit, which may be re·
garded as affording the best com
mentary 00 the genius oC the insti
tutions which he celebrates.-Cap
many closed his usefu} labors at
Madrid, in 1810, at the age oC fifty
six.

N otwithstanding the interestin~

character of the .A~ragonese constI
tution, and the amplitude of mate..
ríaIs tor its history, the Bubject has
been hitherto neglected, as far as 1
am aware, by., continental writers.
R'obertson:and Hallam, rilore espe-
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" THEfierce ,civil feuds" which: 'preceded' the ac-": CHAPTER ~6

eessianof"tlie House of Trastamaraiu 1368,· L·· • ~
Were as fatal to thenobilityof Castile, as the . .J
WarsoftheRoses were to that of England.·fi
Therewas scarcely a' familyoLIiote,whichhad~J
not poured' out ,its :'blood on the field' or, the scaf-" '~" ;.:':' :,~
fold.·' The 'infiuence· of .. the .'arisfocraéi .was, .. 'oí" ... .." '...,' . .·.~

Course; ·muchdiniinished with.its numbers.'The: .. , ~

longwars with foreigu powers,· whicha disputed·. .jri

succession 'eIltailed on,' the' country,': :were.', almost'. ' . ~~:

equally .prejudicial ·to the auth9rity· of ... the .mon~ .. ·¡!1
a.rch, 'who, ,was 'willing to" ,buoy up 'his ,tottering' . ~.

tltle ',by ,the:"most' liberal c.oncession ,of,,.:privileges¡ .',). ' :, ~
to the peopie.> , Thus, the;~o~monsr()se iu'pro.., ,',',1.:/:,'
portion .as tIlc' crown·<and the .privileged orders' ... U

Revolution oí TraStamara.~'Accession-oí John "n....;..Ri~e oí Alvaro
, de Luna. - Jealousy oC tha Noblea.~Oppression oí the Commons. - ' ", '
. Ita Consequences. ':""Early Literatura of. Castila. ~Its 'Encourage,:,'. ,',' "

nient under John TI.~Decline oí Alvaro de LUna.~His',Fall.'-:',
, Death oí John n.~Birth of Isabella.' ',' , ,

, ,

STATEOF CASTILE ATTHE BIRTH OF ISABELLA~,~'REIGN OF
'.JOHN 11., OF CASTILE~

.. '
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REIGN OF JOHN 11.) OF CA8TILE.

. , '

o" ." ;,. "

. 1,Sempere,yGuarlnos, Historia ',~ 2 Crónica. .de Enri~~e m.,e~-.:,
del 'Luxo, y de las Leyes Suntua- Clan de. la. Acadenua, '(Madnd,
rias de ~España; (Madrid, ,l7Se,)· 1780,) p~sim.~C;r6nica de :.ruan
tom. i. p. 171. .... ,11., (Valencia, 1779,) p.. 6. :<~""" ',.

. .'," .': ¡. " ~. ":' ;'. ~~'.

PART descended in the scale; and, when the claims of
l. the several eompetitors i for the throne were finally

Revolutfon
:~ta. extinguished, and the tranquillity o{ the kingdom

was, secured, by the union' oí Henry the Third
with Catharine oí Lancaster at the close of the

, fourteenth century, the third estate, may be' said
, to have att~ined to the' highest degree of political .

consequenc'e, which it 'ever reached in Castile. .. ,
" The healthful action of the body politic, du~ing

the long interval oí peace that followed thisau
spicious union, enabled it to repair the strength,

,which had been wasted in its murderous civil con-
,tests. The ancient channels of commerce were
again .opened; vari~us.ne~ manufactures w~re
introduced, 'and carried to' a considerable 'perfec
tio~ ; l' wealth, with .its u.sual, ce~comitants,: 'ele-

. "ganee and ~omfoFt, flow:ed in apaee ,;' and the nation
, Rromised' itself a long c~reer of·:. prosperity under

a' itionarch, who respected the laws, in' hisolvn,
persoD, .' aúd .' administer'éd.·· thero· witlivigor. :::AIl
thesefair hopes'were blasted;' by 'tbe' 'premature'
deathof H~nry' the. Third" befor~ ,he ,had·'reac.he'd'

Accessfon oc. his .twenty-eighth year. The crown devolved on
J ohn 11. .• ' ' ' , ' , " '

lilS son' .'J~hn "th,e' :Seeond" then,' a,· ·minor; whose.,
reign was one ,oí tbe" longest ánd the,'most.,disas~

trous'iti"the Castilian annals.~." ',As:''¡t was; that,:
however, .whichgave' birth .to Isabella, the illus-.
trious subject oí bur narrative, it.Willbenecessary .

. . \ ..

"


