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12~Zurita, ~aIesltom. i. fol. to~:ü. p. 198.":"Blancas,,Colpm;'~'
I3 Blancas; Co~me~tarii,p~ 334~ . ta~~'S~:~8~gisterof'~es.e 'at the

b 14 Sea the partition.oí Sarago~sa béginning,of ~h~ sixteenth century,1. Alo~~o th~ Warrlor. Zun~,1 apud ·L.'l\larmeo, ;Co~ .Memora-
nales, tome :l./fót 43.·: , ' ,, bl~, fol. 25. . " ' ',':
15 Mariana,· His~., de,· España, \' ;.~' .'
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determined by the amoqnt' .oí their r~sp,ective ~er::., SECT10N~.

vices. We .find· a stipulation to thiseff~ct f~pm· .. u:'· .

James the 'First to his nobles, previoJJs, tQ :bis i~

vasionof Majorca. 12 On a ·similarp.rjºpipl~~~ey

claimed, nearly the ·whole of,Valencia~J~ ·Onp.c.qu~<

pying ~ city, it was usual '~o divide it. into parr~os,:pr., '
districts, each .oí whic4 "Yas ,granted 'hy \vay· pf·.,~ef,'

to sorne ,one ~of the ricos hombre$, frQJJl "wh~c.Q.,'·p;~:

Was to ,derive his revenue. ," WhatproPQrtiQD .of.tlt~,

conquered territory waSreserve.d fO.r ,,:tb,e ~py.al, .4~~·,

lllesne ··does not appear.~. ,'We find, '.(),oe ,Qf, :t)le~,e'

nobles, 'Ber~ard ,.d,e, ¡Cablie'ra, in the, lat.ter par,t J)f,"

the fourteenth,,:'century; :man'~ing a .. Heet.,ofltiJ)g'~
shi:Rs on his ,own credit; another, of tIle, ancielJ~
family of Luna, in' the"fifteenth _century,:sQ' ,we,althy
that he e'aula "travel ·~throu~h'·.an, ';almost :.unbrok~~

· · ' e
line, of, ~his "estates, .alI ,the 'w,ay,from (3asJile '~Q

France. ~~ ':With all ~his, their inco.mesin gene;r~l,

in ~his' ,cem,paratively poor ;country,. were yery jnf~~

rior' to ,those:of ;~he' great,¡Castilian '~ords~·l~ ,: ::~':./ ::: ....'. '
, 'The' 1aWSC9llceded :.cen~ain, Ipowers 'ío :.the, -~tis~
tocracy ~of'a ,: most clange~ous characte.r." .;,[hey'we~e

entitled, like' the nobles 'of the 'si'ster .kingdom, to
.defy, 'and publicly renounc~ ¡t~~i~.aIl~gi~n,~e to. t~h.eir . .
sovereign" .with the 'whill1sj~al :privi~~ge, ,:,~n ~~d.~~tiQº.'~·. '

.of commen'ding thei~ ~families:and ·e·states 'Itohis' p¡'o~
'. . , . ~ . ';". ;':' """ .'." '.'" "



xc INTRODUCTION.

JNTROD. tection, ·which he was obliged to accord, ~until the.V
were again reconciled. 17 The ~mischievous,right of
private war' w~s repeatedly recognise'd .by ,statute~'

It' was' claimed and exercised in its fuII' extent, and
occasionally with circumstances of peculiar atrocity.'
~n 'Ínstance is r'eeorded by' Zurita of ,'a blóody feud
between. two oí, these ,nobles," prose"cuted, with 8uch
inveteracythat the parties bound" themselves', by
soIemn .oath, never .to; d~sist, from it dúring' -.their
lives, and to 'resist 'every effort, even on the par.t,of
the crown', ~itself, to effecta pacification, between
them. 18 " 'This remna~t.ofbarbarism"lingered longer ;
in Alagan, thanin,' anyother country in Christe.n~
dome . ~;:.~ . '
" 1"heAragQnese sovereigns, who :were' many oí.'
tllem, possessed of, "sin'gulat: ,'capacity;, and vigor, 1~

,made.' 'reReated e~orts te: retluce ·the authoritY:',of:
their 'nobles within~ more' temperate limits., .Peter.
tIte SeconQ, by abold stretch'~f'prerogative, strip~

ped them of their mostimportant rights oí jurisdic-:
tión~ 20. . James the, Conqueror' artfully endeavou~ed

to countfú,-balance their weight 'by. that oí' the. com-.

11 Zurita, Anales, tom~' ü. fol. una erat'.eorum :utilit~tis facienda
127. - Blancas, Commentarii, p. jactura." . .'
324. -" Adhrec, Ricia -hominibu8 18 Fueros y Observancias, tome
ipsis majorum. more institutisque" i. p. 84.·~Zurita, Anales, tom., i.
concedebatur, ut ~ese possent, dum fol. 350. ,.' . ',' , "','
ipsi vellent, a nostrorum Regum 19 Blancas somewhere boasts,
Jure et potest~te, quasi nodum ~li.. that no one .of the. kings of Aragon
quem, expedlIe; neque expedIta has been stlgmatlzed by a cogno..
solum, sed· dimisso prius, quo poti· roen of infamy, as in most·of the
rentur, Honore, bellum ipsis iorerre ; otber royal laces of,Europa. 'p&.
Reges vero Rici hominls sic expe- ter IV.', "tbe Ceremol)ious," rich..
diti uxorem, filios, familiam; res, Iy deserved one~.. ' . . '.'
bona, et fortunas orones in Buaro 20 Zurita, Anales, toro. i. fol.
recipere fidem tenebantur. Neque 102. ' ..
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.~Zurita, ~Ilal~s, tomo úo!. ~98;. ;22 Sempere;HistOire des Cortes,
-ho e r~commen~ed' this: policy to p. 164. ,.' '. ',' ..

18 son"ln-Iaw, the king oí Castile. . ..

mons and: the ecclesiastics. ~ll But tlley' were too' SECTION
, 11. '

t formidable when 'united, and too.easily united,·to --
be.sllccessfully. assailed. .', 'The Moorish wars'termi-
nated, in .Aragon, wit~ the', conquest. of Valencia, or
rather tbe invasionof Murcia, by tbe:middle"of ¡the .
thirteenth century. :. The. ·tumultuous spirits o( ·íba
aristocracy, :therefore, instead oí finding '.·a·vent,' 'as
in Castile', in' these .foreign' expeditions,',were: turned
within, and 'convulsed' their 'own country ··with pe'r~ .
petual revolutio'n. Haughty from the consciousness
of their. exclusive 'privilegés and 'of the limited nuin~-

ber' who ~ monopolized, ,lhem'- the .Aragonese ..ba~ons
regarded ' them·se~ves ratheras' therivals oftheir
sovereign, thah: as :his '¡nferio~s .. " Intien~hed wit~in

the meuntain" fastn~sses, which thé' rugged "natru:e.
of the' country ·.ever~here'·aiforded, they e'asily 1:Jade '
defiance to his' authority.'. !Fhei:v 'small numlJeF gave '
a'cemRa<;:tness and' concert' to their 'operátións;
wliich could not havebeen obtained in a' niultitudl~
nous ·,body:. '"Fe~din'and: the Cath~lic' well ,discrimi~
Iiat~d .... the 'relativc' .. position ~f': the' Aragan.ese '.' and

Cástilian:nobility,:by s~ying,."it was"as difficult 'to
divide the one, as to unite. the otber.".22, '
, .Thesé combinations·.became. ,still more·frequent· Friyilegesof

after .. formalIy receiving' the . approbatioiJ. ,of.King Un,on. •

Alfonso :the ' Thi.rd, 'who; ,in 1287~ signed .."thé> two
celebrated' ,ordinances entitled:" the,," Privileges", of,·
Union," by which hissubjt'lctswere ;authórizedto .
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'23 Zurita, '.t.\nales, lib. 4, cap. '24 ,Blancas, Commentarii,. 'pp.
96. - Abarca.' dates, this event in 192~ 193~ ~ Zurita, Anales, tom.
the year preceding~ Reyes de, Ar~ i. fol. 266 et aJibi~,',' '-" -: ',::' .~,.. <, '", -

¡ agon, en Anales Históricos, (Mad- ", ',:,,"''''','( ",
lid, 1682~1684,) tom. ü. fol. 8:

INTRODUCTION.

INTROD. resort tri arms on' an 'infringfHnent oí' tneir liber
ties~'~ ," The' hermandad of Castile'had neverbeen
countenanced 'by legislative sanction; it "faS chiefiy
rcsorted to as a measure oí police, and was direct
ed more' frequentlyagainst the disorders of the,no
bility,' than,of the sovereign; ,i~' \vas organiz'ed
with difficuIty; and, ,eomparedwith the, union, '~f ,
Aragan,' was cumbrous,. and languid. in ~ts', opéra;
tions. While these privileges continuad ,iD:' fo'ree; ,
the nationwas delivered aver to, the,most fright~

fuI anarchy.', The least offensive movement,on tbe
part of tbe monarch, the slightest' encroachment.on '
personal right ar privilege, ,was the signal fora ~ ge,n..
eral tevolt. At the cry of'Union, tbat "last voice,','~

says the enthusiastiC,· ,historian, "óf the expiririg
republ,ic, fuII of áutnoritx,and majesty, ana~n opén
~ndi,cation, of the insole'nce of Kings," the', nobles

l,and the citizens e,agerly' rushed to arlns~ The
principal ,castles,belonging· to the,' former -we'~e
pledged as ,security' fOl theirfidelity, and ,.intrusted
to conservators, as they'weré' styled, 'wh~se" d'uty, it
was to direct the operations. an~ 'watch ," ayer the:' 'in:"
terests' of the Union. "A' common sealwas 'pre-,

, pared, bearing the, device of arined, men k.neeling
before', their, king;' intimating 'at once., their' loyalty
and' their' resolution, ánd'a similar'device-was: dis:'
playedon' the standard and the, ,other' militarj''in~
signia oí ¡he: ,confedera~es.. 24 ' , , ", ' ,
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xciii,ARAGON. '

~-Zurita,; Anales,~. tom.':ií."fol:r- bet:_?f'Depu'ta~ión':at,:,SBragossa5!n';: ",
1~6 ,-130; - Blancas, .Commenta-': Phihp JI; '8' time~"·.:'-See Antonio·'
ru, pp. 195 -197. - Bence' he"was~: Perez~ Relaciones; {ol. 95." ' ' ," ,-,
styled "Péter of;the Dagger ," ; ~ .26 Seetbe stafute, ,])e Prohibita,:,
and' a 8~tue oí him,.be~g in on8'~ :1¿'nione,. &!l;-":' Fueros;.y Observan~"
~nd tl}is weapon; and ID theother, ~ Clas, tom·.' l. foh 178;,- A"copy of ,
t e Pnvilege, stood: 4t, tha ,Cham';', , 'tha, original Privileges was detected ~.

... The~ power. of .the monarch was· a~' noihing- be- .SECTION .

fore .thiS' formidable array. The. Uniou appóinted .Il.
el ' 1 11 h'e d · .c.' Tbelr abro-a eounCI to contro a" 18 movem·ents,· an' ,; lD J(lct,· gation. .

during. the' whole periodo of; its :existence',~ the' te'ÍgIi§

of four successive monarchs,; it: may ,besaid, to"\ ha~6
'dictated law to' .the' rand~, ~ At length. Peter ,tbe
Fourth; a, despot',in h'eart, ,and' naturally'enough1

impatient oí ,this, eclipse, oí regal 'prerogatiye,\
brought the matter, to, an- ,issue,·, ,. by defeatin'g. the~

army ,oí the" Unioo,. 'at ,the: mem'orable- ,':ba~tle: of·.
Epila, in. 134?," the Iast,?' ,says·Zuri.ta,. e,· in whicht
it. was permittedi to'; the' subject:to" take: up' arms;
against the; -sovereign,', fOD ~ the' cause, of liberty~'"

~hen, cQnvoking: a~ ,assembIy of the states at ,Sara":,,~'

gossa,he produced befare ~'hem t~e instrumellt con"~ .'
taining the· twa ~ri~ileges;.and:" cut it.in~ Bieces',witlti
his Bagg,er. ",In ,doing.:this,~ ha~ing ;wo.unded'· hilÍl~'~

self ili: the, hand, he, suffered',' the 'bloo~: to', trickle¡'
upon tIle" pareHment~ exclaiming, that " a·.]aw,. which.
had beei.l: .the, occasio~"of: so': mucho blood, shouJd "be:

.blotted out by, the blo~d oí. a·, king':," :~5,,: ': Al1: cop¡es
of it,,,whether\ in the public archives, 01' in-thepos.'
session~f privateindividi.1als" were ordered~ under-a:
heavy, penalty,- to be"destroyed~,' :,The.,·statlite ,pass-.,
ed to that.effectca~efullyomits the dat~:'of the,f de·': .
testea...instrument,:that all evidellce; oí its' existente!:,
might perish with it.2S ' ,. " .'



~

by Blancas among the manuscripts' Reipublicre interitnm videbatur. esse.
of ,the archbishop. of Saragossa'; allatura,. stabilem nobis eonstituit:
but he declined publishing it from _ pacem,; tranquillitatem, et otium~',
deference to tbe prohibition oí his Inde enim, Magistratlls J ustitire ,Ar~ ...' .

. ancestors~ , Commentarii, p. 179.. ;., agonum in eam, quam 'DUDe .coli- ..:
27 u Hrec itaque domestica Regís. mus, amplitudinem digni\atis. dcv~:

victoria', qUfe iniserrimumuniversre' nit." . Ibid.,.p.:197" :". .'. :"':. ,".'
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'.>:'
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INTRODUCTION.

IN1'ROD. . Instead of abusing his victory, as mighthave
been anticipated, from bis character, Peter adopted

, a, {ár more magnanimouspolicy~ , He confirmed .the
. ancient privileges: of the realm"and made' in addi
tion' ~ other ,wise, and .salutary concessions. ',. From '

. this period,. therefore, is. to be dated the possession
of, constit~tional liberty. in.Aragan; (for surely the
.reign of. unbridled license" above described, is. ~10t

deserving that llame;) and. this .not so much, froro
the acquisition ofnew immunities, as from the more
perfect secu.ritY 'áfforded :·for the enjoyment' of the
old. . The:', court of, tbe Justicia, tbat· great barrier '.
int~rposed' ,by.the .constitution between :·d~spotism :
on..the one hand 'and popular,license .on tbe other,
was ..·more' strorigl}.... protécted, and· causes' hitherto
décided. by arms.were .referred, for adjudication~'to'

this' tribunal. 21 . ErQm '. tliis period, too, the "cortes, ,"
'whose ;'voice 'wasscarcely, heard amid the wild up-:.

D roar' oí. preceding ·times, 'was al1owed. to .extend ,a

bene'ficial and proteeting sway.'over: the,land•. 'Alld;'
although the .soci~l history of Aragon, :like.· that of .
other countries in this· rude 'age;-is too' often' stairiéd
with, deeds of·· violence ando personal feuds, yet: ·the·,
státe '. at large,'urider', the steady operation' oc.' -its' ,
laws,:. probably :enjoyed a more .uninter~upted tran-, '
quillity; than fell to the, Iot of 'any other nation in',
Europe. "

XCIV
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. 28 Martel, Forma.... de Celebrar ,..30 Capmany, Praciica y.Estilo,
. Cortes, cap. 8.~ u Bra~os del reí- p. 12.- . . .. > .' .'. • ¡ '.

nO,_porqüe abra~an, y tienen en ~i.','31 Blancas, Modo de' Proceder,
- T~e. cortes consisted· only of fol. 14,- and' Com"mentarii;, p.
t~ree arms in Catalonia and Valen- .374'.,;:,..:.Zurita, indeed, gives repeat;'
CIa i .both the greater and lesser edinstances o{tbeir convoc,ation in .
bOb1l1'!y sitting in the sama c~a2D- ,t~e" thirteenth and twelfth cen!u..
el. Perguera, Cortes en Cataluna, nes, from a date almost coevalwlth

and Matheu y Sanz, Constitucion . ,that of tha commons; yet Blancas,
~e Valencia~ apudCapmany, Prác~ who made this subject his particu:
tIca y Estilo,. p_p~' 65, 183, 184: .' lar ~tüdy, w~d, ,,:ote posteri~r to '
c. 29 MareI,. For~a .de ~elebrar Z.unta, a~~ occaslonally r~f~~ t?

ortes, c!1p.l0, 17; 21,.' 46. --:- hlm, postpones the eraof tlíe.l~ ad~
~lancas., "Modo' de .. ;IJrocedei"' en inis~io~ ioto tbe legislat~re t~:.'t~~

ortes. de . Aragon,: (~~agoza,. beglnnlog·. oí tba fo~~en.th. ~e~-
1641,) fol. 17, 18.' :'. ' · . '. tury.· ,,' ..;.: ., ", :.~.,

. xcv
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l The: ·"Aragonesa .cortes,' wa~ :composed of: four SECTION

branche's,_ or arms ;!8..the. ricos hombres,or: great II.
TIte legisla

barons;. the lesser nobles, ~comprebending.· the ture oCAr-
agon.

knights; the clergy.; .. ,ánd.th!3 :commons. ·The...~no-
bility of every:..denomiIiatio~· were entjtled .to:,a· seat
in the .legislature.· .The ricos ,·hombres were. 'a~

lowed .·toappear. by proxy, an~ a.. similar privilege
was enjoyed. by baronial. heiresses. ~. The· ..·number
of this body was. very limited,. twelve of. themeon-

. stitutinga, quorum•.29, \. . ¡

The arm of ,the ecclesiastics' embraced an, ample
delegation 'from the inferior as' ,vell ashigh.~r. cler
gy.80 . 1t is affirmed not .'to ·have been 'a eomponént ..

of tlie .nationallegislature: until ·~ore th~n a: cen~ury
and a half. after the. adinission of the commons. 51

Indeed the,influe~cé. of~'the .'church·.· 'was' mucli":les's
sensi.ble in Arago'n~ tha~'in: the othen kingd~ms' of .
the Peninsula... "; Notwithstanding th_e humiliating

Tconeessions ·o~ eertainof their princes to the :papal
see, .' they ,were ,never ,recognised: by .. the' nation,

'Yho unif~rmly' C:\sserted.· their" ·independe.~ce.. of tbe
temporal' suprelnacy .of .Rome; and .,vho, . as we



, .
:fJ One oí the monarchs of Ara- 33 Martel, Forma de Celebrar

~OD, ~lfons~ ,the Warrior, accord- ,Cortes, cap. 22. -Asao y Manuel,
llti'g 'tb ,MarIana, bequeathed all Instituciones, p. 44. ,'" '" ~

his dominions to the Templarsand '34 Zurita, Anales, tome 'J. fot
tHóspitallers... Ait~tl;1e!, ~eter ll., 163, ,A. 'D. 1250. , .
-agré~d 'lo 'holdhlS klligdom asa ,'35 'Ibid.,tom. Lío]. 51., ~The
'fiaf ofthesee'oi Rome, and 'to:p~y earliest 'uppearance of popular rep·
it ¡~h 'anriual tribute. '(Riete de resentation in Catalonia is fixed by',
Es('afia, 'tom~ .,i. pp. ~96, ,'664.:) Ri~ol! 'at 128~" (ap~d·Capmany~.
ThlSSO much,dlsgusted tbe people, PractIca y Estilo,:p. 135.) What
that ·~ltey'compe~e~.,bis succes~or~ I can ;9apmati~'mea~ i'Qy postponing,
'~o Diake a pu~hep:rotest ag~lnst ~he 'lntroductlo~, of the com~ons
tbe 'claims of the 'church, Defore lnto the ,cortcsof 'Aragan to 1300?
their ·colonation.~,See 'Blancas, (See,p. 56.) Their· presenca ana~
Coro~ac~one8 de.· ,los 'Serenisimo"s ilam~s .ar~. commcmor~ted by'die,
Reyes, tia Aragon, I (Zaragoza,. exact: Zunta, several times befara.
1641,) cap. 2. .' 'the'close'of thetwelfth century•. ,:

, ,', " , " ,:.'

INTRODUCTION.

INTROD.'shélll see ,hereáfter,resisted the introduction 'oí' the
.Inquisition, that last stretch oí ecclesiastical usurpa

f



tion, 'even to blood. 32

" ,The comtnons enjoyed higher consideration and
,'civil privileges than in Castile., For this they' Were
perhaps somewhat indebted to the example oí their

'Catalan neigh'bours,. the inlIuence, of whose dema
:cratic institutions naturally extended to Qther parts
'of,th'e Aragonese nlonarchy,. Thecharters oí cer
tain cities' accorde·d to the inhabitants privileges of
nobility, particular]y that oí immunity from tax
ation; while the' nlagistleates' of 'others wete ,'per,;,."
:mitted to take their seats .in the order of hidaIgos.s~

From a very early ,periad we find them 'employed .In
:offices 'of public trust, and 'on important' inissions.'~

T'he epoch 'of their admission ¡nta tlie natio'nal :35

sembly is ,~Faeea as {al Baek 'as, 1133, several years
'earlier than the commenceinent 'of popular represen~

~a1ion in Ca'stile.S5 Each'ci(y 'had,the.right of sending
two 'or more ·deputies. selected from"persons eligible
to Íts magistracy; but with· the privilegeof ooly

XCVI
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one vote, ~ whatever might be the: ntimber· of ~ts

deputie~. Any place, which had been once, repre- --
'sented in cortes, might al\vays claim to be-o SO~ $

By a 'statnte ',oÍ' -1307, the convocation of the
states,which had been annual,was declared bien
nial. 'rhe, kings, ho\vever, paid little' regard to
this provision, rarely summoning, ,them except ,{or
sOlne specific' necessity. 87' The great 'officers of
the cro\vn, whatever' might be their personal', rank,
were jealously excluded from 'their 'deliberations.
The session ,was opened by an address froIn the
king in perso~, a point, of lvhich they were very
tenacious ; 'af~er which the different arms withdrew
to their separate apartments~,S8 Th~ greatest scru-
pulousness was manifested· in ffi'aintaining the ~ights

and dignity of the body; and th'eir interC011f.Se \Witn
one another, andlvitH tlie king, 'V~S regu]ate~'by
the most ~tecise forms of parliamentary etiquette.S9

Tlie suOject$, of deliberation' were referred to' a
committee' froro each arder, who,' after conferrin'g

0" .. '

36 Práctica yEstilo, pp. 14, 17, Discurso Breve 'sobre la Celebracion
18, 30.-MaItel, Forma de Cel"! deCortesdeAr~gon,(1626,)fol.12.
ebrar, Cortes, cap., 10. '- Those 38 Capmany, Práctica y Estilo,
who followed a mechanical oC-, p. 15. - Blancas has preserved a
cupation, including surgeons and specimcn of an address from the

. apotllecarics, were excluded from a throne, in 1398, in which the king,
seat in cortes. (Cap. 11.) The after selecting some "moral apo
fa~ulty haya ~arely been ~reated' thegm as a text, rambles fOI the

. \vlth so littIe, ceremony. ':' " "space 'of hale- an ,hour through
37 Martel, Forma de Ce1ebrarScripture, history, &c., and c.o~_·

Cortes, eap..- 7.:....- The'cortesap- ,cludes with announcing the 'obJect
peal to have been more frequently, oí bis c9Dvening the cortes toget~-,
convo~ed in thefourteenth century, . er, in ~hree 'lines... Commen~rll,
than In any olber. ' ,Blancas refe:s p~ 376 ~ 380.· .,'. '.".
to nQ less than twenty-three withlO' 39See ,the ceremonIa.} detaI1ed
~hat perlod, averaging nearIY ODe withsufficient prolixity by Martel;
'D Coor years~ (Commentarii,Index, (Forma. de Celebrar Cortes. cap.
voce- Comitia.;),' In Catalonia.' 'and 52,,63,)' and a' curiaua illustration
Valellcia, the eorteswasoto be Bum:" oC it in Zurita, Anales, tom.. ~v.: fol..
monad every three years~ Berart,' 313.' ,...

VOL. l. m
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.' 40 Capmany, Práctica J. Estilo, son, misinterpreting a llassage oC
pp. 44 et seq. - Martel, Forma de Blancas,. (Commentarit, p. 375,)
Celebrar Cortes, cap. 50, 60 et states, that a "session of Cortes
seq. - Fuerosy Observancias, tom.' con.tinued, (orty day~~" (History
i. fol. 229. -, Blancas, Modo de ofCharles V., vol. l. p. 140.)' It
Proceder,.,fol. 2 - 4. - Zurita, An- usually lasted montbs. '. . "',
'ales, tom. iü. foL 321. - Robert- . .' . ,

lNTRonpCTlON.

INTROD. together,"' reported .to' their several departments.

Every question, it ·may be presuined, underwent a
careful examination ;as tbe legislature, we are
told, ,vas, usuallJ7 divided -into i two parties,'" the
one maintairiing tllerights of the monarch, "the
other, those of the' nation," correspondin"g' nearly
enough with those oí our day. ' It was in the pow
er of any meInber. to defeat the passage oí a bill,
by opposing to it ·his veto or dissent,formally regis
tered 'to that effect., He might even interpose his

I negative on the proeeedings of the· house, ,and thus
put a stop to the prosecution of all further business
'during 'the session.' This anomalous privilege, tran
·scending even that claimed in' the Polish diet,must
have been too invidious in its exercise, I and 'too
p,ernicious in its consequenees, to fiaveDeen eft!en a .~

··resorted te., ·~liis ~ay 'De inrer~e€l froro the fact,
D r'liha.t.itwas not form~lly repealedu~til ther~ign of

Plidlp' the .. Second, ID 1592•• ' DUllng thelnterval
of' the· "sessions of the legislature, a, deputation·. of
eight was appointed, two from. each arm, to preside
.over public ,affairs, particularIy' in regard to. the
revenue, and tbe security of justice;' withauthori
ty to convoke a cortes extraordinary, whenever the
-exigency might,. demand it. 40 . " .

Ita powers. The cortes exercised the highest functions wheth-
'er of a' deliberative, legislative,. al judicial nature.,
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