
, .

'.. ," The'higher .nobility,'or 'ricos hombres, : \vere .ex:.; SSOTtON'

emp'tedfrom, g'eneral'taxation,'and,theoccasional ',1•..,
. . . . ~. .' ' . . . Thelr prlY·

atte'mpt: to;'infringe' an. this :'privilege' in 'seasons<of ileges. '. ..'

great 'public·· em'ergency;.wás· '; tinif~'rmly.:repeIlcd\:hy . ·
this :jealous' bodY.61',:) They~'coñId, not be_o irhprisóned: .
foro debt ;" t 'Dar ,be subjeeted to torture~ so'repe~tedly

sancti'oned .oih'.:;othet,cases: by.. the'; municipalla'Y'::óf~
~astile: ~i·i··They ha·d·,:the· right::.of:.deciding.:thei~t· pri...
vate' fend·s·: by' ari."appeal ~tó;'ar'ms; ""a ~right:'of(which
ihey:' "'Jibefally; 'i. ·availed· .. themselves..52 They<~,:"::'also~' .
claimed: /the 'privilege',' whén; aggr~éved,iofi·.·denattir~ .. '.
alizirig' the'mselves;:: o·K:, iJi :other<wl?.fds,'ofpublic1j .
renouncing';'" their.~~allegiallce' ·to:··~ ~héir:.;·.: sovereigh;·.'·..~Iid .
of "enlisting;;ullderL' the:,:', banners l

:'(of~ ,njs·.:,:enerrii.t:~ ..•.
.!fhe 'Ílumbet ''Oí' pettj.:states¡dwhich."swarm~dóver ••......
the' ~enins1Íla,:atrorded'.amele¡óp,P-ortunitj.¡fdiÚthe ....
exercfse:>·ofí

." thlst'disor.ganiziri§)¿.pl'érogátive~~::,J'JllP,~· .":'. ": .
.Laras 'áre,iparticúlarly:notice~ i, by Mariana,j as. hay;;' .. ,' .'.

Ting¡ a "great'relish forrebellion,"and,th~,Castros .. '<,:
as beirigmuc~<iIi-thé'habif;~Í""g()ing:,over'".t«tth~···,.·.·t':~:1,Ii~:~· .
MOOrs.M.:L-,Thej:assrihled<the 'licénseo~!of/'3rráyiJlg ...•... ' ".. '/':<,\ ji:'
,; .,•...'r' ·~·!.ú'.,h¡;{""(i¡f}'¡'::'i;i i);j;',t~~f~A';;J}¡¡~;¡~,'(~~"¡~;;,¿r;'Bf~1}¡;,t~~*, .. '.. '. .·":',';:Y,S

, o thecountry; not .easy toexplaiq ,(Jort~8,chap~,.;.4•.-..'I;he,: incensad '>':'~> "~o
on the u~ual.pri.liciples'· of ,the .f~ti.. ~¡; .noblesquitted;thiJ oo~.bf<ijs8"uS~,·: .. .:::·:'-.T"~'::'·:·:·':;'/:'::·\
t~rr~dtl~~ ja~ltcu~tance, ,!~lchó a.nd¡~thre~tel'1e~;~()~!tn~C!lte:l ~~lf/" . ,;;!~'(:'::;;,:,,;"

.. ..' mu~~. ~1Scr~panoy.of.:.:r~ghtsby a.rms,.onlone...8uc~.. oc:ea ... :.'. ',. .'.,::: ."::<" ...'.'''::,' ..r:.~:''':.:
°PIDlon··on I·the· subJect, In politlcal··· Slon' :·1176·J ;: .. Mf1llaIlt\..t' JliSt""de'" ... ,:.:',:";!;',>.'.. > .<:.: .... : ...:,.;

~::;,~,s:~Pa:re~~h6:;;~:~:it,~:~~:;f~;~·¡~~j6S~~~¡~;,~;~~;. )·,.;}>,(l'¡,t~~\··).'j~~;'¡
o}lnfe: ado~bt ~Ct~e" e8~bhshm~nt,i":'~ .:la.Jldem.. au~torE!S' ubi ,sufra~ .~..:.. :~.~ :.,::: ..•.~ :. ···;;"":';":';':":":/·:X·:'f'.'.:>•

. t 1I .". al'.lQstltutlons',•.l11;Castl1e,:,,::Prieto:y:Sotelo, Histtria :de :Der&i.:>.;:>:~i.::·· .. ··;:{:',:::':;\:::~·:.:)::';::~:\<~.:!}·/.;:i::
~ s·ns, ·that:" ~henóblea¡lúter·the\, aho¡<,Real'":de,:¡Espaiililtt (Madridt:'L':',:.':·,::,.·*;;;;\~;¿\¡js~':;~;

;~~;;~~~~:t:~~7~',:'~:t~i!~~;71'1~~t~~!::~":?;::¡~}f"t1",~~1~té~,f\:¡
. 1 ~nd eBSentlal·of'all-~th&i·.feudal~5 :'leY"11' .'. On:.uch OccaslODS the,. ,:'...':..,.;. <~,.".;:" .. ";;;;:'..:,.-:.::::":/:!.:;

:!~~~~~~~;~~!~Lt::;:;i~~.aa1~~S),wi;iD;::~lt¡¡'II!~l~,¡!il~
• 'Sempere';"Histolle;;deaf'~"A''¡bld'''' tom:·-l··pp,· ...707 r·713~· ..<:·,···:!·,····;.··if .. ,'.:.,"~." ..... '(.,;;.•, ••,,.:;

. :>: '.' '>':;,~.;>'. ,,', -;" . " ..~' .' .'>~" ,...... ,-,,' " ':'. ,- ~ ..,., ... ,'~
.' . :··-;·'··~·:.;·;:···:.'::~:¡r,:··~::::, ::,:,:,:;.

.••...•..~ ~.•~,\fN:¡¡é;\~i.~~i·{~: ..;rt!¡i;;\'j1~¡~j1¡~i;~;~~i~~

J



INTRODUCTION.

lNTltOD. themselves .·in armed' confederacy against the' mon-
· arch, onany 'occasion' of popular.di~gust,. 3:Qd th,ey
solemnized the act by the most im'posing ceremo-.
n.ials of religión.65

. Their rights ofjurisdictioD; d'e-.
rived fo them, itwould seem, originally.fronl, ~oyal
grant,$ were in' a great meastlre defea~.ed ;by··t~e

· liberal charters of incorporation, Which, .!·in i,mita~

tion of the sovereign, they conceded to their .va~:sals;.

a's" well as by the gradual encroachment 0(' the roya~

judicat~res~07 . . In. virtue of their ,birth· they' mOJ1op~
olized al1 the higher' offices .ofstate~' as those', ~(

· coristable' and admira! oí 'Castile,· :adelanta.dos, ':'.o,~
governors of ·th·e .provinces~.cities, ·-&c. 6~ .. ;·;.rl1~Y·

secured' to :themselves the grand-Dia'sterships'of.~~·th~

military orders, which.' placed :·at:·~·their,··qi~p~~al.::~~

immerise amount of revenueartd 1?atr~nage; . ';,:"Fi~~lr
ly~. tbey·.· enterea j~to the 'royal Ol privy' councü"f~~4 .
formed á constituent ,. portion of, thenationall~g~:" ,
Iature::' :,",,:~', ',. '.. : :., :..,'.' ,; ;.-;. o,, '; ">;:'~. ";:(1;' 'f\'~'~:,

~:rur.eat ,,' These important prerogatives Wer~ pr.c()llf~e· tao:
vorable too the accumulation' of greatwealth~t~·,.::17~.e~r

es~ates,were scattered. over, every part:of 'th'e'king-
dom; and~ unlike thegr~md~es'.o(, Spain, .a~;~~:;~t~~
sení'day, 59 th~y resided' on; themirl'per~pJ)t'JJ.1.a1*t
,tainin.g th~~tate oí pettysovereigns~'andsb~roh~~;~~
,~y, a nUDle~ousretintle,who served th~p1Jrp~ses~~f
.• ";: ••.. ',':.:~ .... :: '. ',o :.': .- "o .' ::.'.' :"':.' '~'i· \ .. ':., ..... ,\ .:'):';';1:'::.:':'; i';~·::·:.\';;·'::'~'::J:l ..:'~~:'<;L;::~;~'~':';·i:;}t ..~~:~~/~~:y,~:~~~

Dl:;~:o:rr: M~~~~a~~~i~~~~:i:=~~~~:p~~:~~6.
Espana, tome 1.. p. 90711 ';', ";" . 203. . j:.""';i.;~,:;:":'>""" .;·~.:i~:¡·'~~~".~r.::,(:!rc
.'.. ::.Marina, ~nsayo, p. 128:·:' ,. ,,'69 From .. tbe;:'IcalCity ;·.;~ ..th~

.. ' Jobn 1." In 1390~. autborized baronial, .reaidences.lOmetfaneiful
·BiEeals from tba seignorial tribu- etxmolo~. ;ha"e:derivecJt.~'the: ..\~

. D s t~ tbose of tbe.cro.WD.• ; ',Jbi.d., miliar,. aav... i.n.. ag .. o.r,,:.,c'~.Cbiuea. OX' ~
tome u. p. 179.... ' '. , . . .... ~e.r,tSeeBodrg~etTIa'

te .The natlU8 oí these dignities els in Spaintt~m.jj.,Chap .. }9~.:;~~·}
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force in war. The demesnesof Joh~, lh~d::of;Bis'-

~ay, con~c~ted·!by.:Alfonsóthe Eleventh: to.the.. use· '~. , ,
of ~4e croW:Q, in ,.1.32.7,. amollnted to'Dlore th~n' eigbty
.tow~s·.'an,d .ca$~.es~ ~ '/,The '," good constable '~,'~ ,~])a~ :
.v~os, jntb,c' tim~.ofHenry. ·the~ Third, couldride
.through,his .own estat,es.all .."the.way 'from. Seville~to
Compost~lla', .allilost i the.' two 'extremitjés~.of the,king~

, dOD). 6.~,:~,:,~ Alvaro'; deLuna:,,"th~r .pówerfulfavorite ,,:'of.

J~hnthe :Se~ond, 'éould>~muster'·,.'twerity,; thousand ' '
vass,als.~~ x A contemporary,,'who 'gives:a: ,catalogue' ,
of theannuahents oí., the. principal Castilian, nobilitJ '.
at the ,clos'e of thei fiftee~th,'or.. beginning' oC' ,.~h~· fol.;.
lOlVing.century,;,.coinputes' several~"at. 'fifty'and :si~tj :'
thousand, ,: ducats, a J~ar,.~;::'an~·..immens~f:,''¡n'co~~;::if ,'.
we ,takc; :iot6Lcorisideration:: :t4e ·/:val.ué,~:of;" money:·.in· , '.,'
that age.:,iThesamervmterl 'estiInat~s 'theirunitea '.' .'

J
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. i. -",: -~~.-~ .".," ." ,(o ·_:·~.1" . l' .·•.:~;.r ~,~···~·~;·\.:r·'J.~)

; ~,' Thé'~~ple .r~~enúe~ ot, 'the Thé onlys¿n'oC Alfonso .~~ ,was
Spanish grandee of the present slain,. fighting., manCullI ,in ,t~e
time, instead of being lavished on ranks, at ,the, battle, or,tJ~les",:~,
a band oí military retainers t ás of 1109, 'whe!1 (jól! ~lev~n,~ars ...ol.
yore, are sometimes dispensed in age. Mal'lana, H18t~ ;d~i~paDa,.
the, mo}e,peaceful hospitality oC' tome i.p. 5~~..,'r "r,,>: ':;:.";>:,,,,::,;,',:<
SU.ppoTtlng an almost equally for"; , 66 The northem, proVlncel;,7 ~he
,mtdable host.of needJ relations and theatre oC,:' this,pritnitive'~depen ...,
dependents~ According to Bour- dcnce, 'bavealwaysbeen:,conse
goanne (Tr.avels in Spain, vol. i. ~rated bl"thi~,very:,,~i:reu~t~nce,
chap. 4), no less than 3000 ofthese In the eyes of,a'Spanlard.',"f .';rhe
gentry were maintained' 00 the proudestlord,':',:,8aY8:~~~~agIer~,
estatesof tbe duke oC Arcos, who "{eela if an 'honor. lo; .trace,!h1S;
died in 1780.' "', " .', pedigree 10 t,h,ís,' ~,'alter~n" i,'l,(;Vi~g·._"

.. tita~e~:fth:h::do~tsl~~efa~ii;~ g:, ~~~t~~J;'; ;:;3;t:em~:~:~
Pon~e de Leon, (a descendantof 'nativa, or,Biscay"or~;t~e.A,s.tur1as,:
tbe e~lebra~ed marquis of. Cadiz,>· at·· the preserit;d!'YtCllal~8,to0ft~:'
carrYlhg' hlS ,son,. then', thirtcen noble ;:',a ~reteIl81~n;:":~h1.c~1.:.:." '.th"
years oId, with" him' into battle'·' contrasta :l1.dicn~ou.l1:~nou~h.W~ ~'
,"an ~ncierit usage," he saya," ni tbe huriibltLcharacter"of,h18 o.cc.u ,
tbat noble:house.", (Guerra de" pation,and::'hufurnii~ed, many,:&
Granada, (Valencia,1770,) p. 318.) pleasantanecd9~,~~ra'~l1er8.""

.:..

.INTROD. revenues as equal tri one tbird oí those in the.whol?
kingdoni. ,64 ' ;;" .r,! L.~ ",'<.;'¡ \/ 1 ,

Thefr tnrbu.. ""These ambitious nobles did notO consume'; their
lent spirit. ' ".'. "

fortunes, or, their energies, in ,él life ~ oí i,effeminate,
, l~xury. :' From their earliest boyhood, :they'i;'were ,
accustómed·· to·. serve .. in .. the ranks· against tbe' in.fi:' .
'del,65 and, their ,whole subsequent lives.:were,:occu;'
,pied either ,with war, or with thosemartial exercises

. wbicb reflect tbe image oí it. Lookingback'.with .
pride to' th,eir ancient Gothic descent"and; ,io tbose
times, ,when, they had' stood forward,o ,astb'e~, peers~

the ,electors of their' sovereign~ they, cóuld:ill'broo~
the 'slighte~t' indignity' at .hishand~~6& l,') With <these
haughtyfeelings: and 1l1.artial habits,,'~nd this,. en,or~ ,

. ~

mo~s assumption, of power, it ~ay'rea4i1y~be,( con~
ceived that "; theJ7: LWoultl not', su'ffer: ..;'tne', anarchical
provisions of tbe constitutión, wHichseemedto con;
,cede: an 'almost unlimited license,' ofrebellion,.'to
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, remáin,;' a' 'dead::- ~etter.<; r .Accordingly·,<We'·:find·,them:S;Ec~ION·','>:
· l .. " '

perpetuallY'.;', ;convti]siilg "~.the: kibgd~ni" ¡'~Tith,'\, their,:' -'-"'""-
schemes .of selfish,aggÍ'andizement~ ·.:;T~e~ petitions.· '. '~:"'".

·of '..the":,:·comrlloIis~:al~e: ..,,:filled;, \vith remons,trances·:~nl.,.': .

. their: variolls ,oppressi¿ns, '.' and; the .evils.,.~esulting,:
from. their: lóng,desólating feuds.·~ thai,,c.not·:6 .
,vithstanding.thcfJiberal. forms ,: o~·:,:·its,··constitutip~~·; " ·
there ;was ,:~probably: ·no :country: :in,:El1rQpe~:,:.duriJH~~·' ", .
the Middle Ages, so sorely aftlicted with;tpe:v,ice~;()f:t .'.
intestine an~rchy, as:Castile~ .. '. TheseWeret~~I~¡fuJ;~c'
ther aggravated,by:the:.. imp~o~videI.l t::dp~ations> 9t:.it.Q~'~'· ."
monarch,:to th~.,\ari~'to~r~~y;·· in th~;:yai~!. hQpe :.Qf~· c.on~~:': , ,

ciliating', their,; á.ttachment, b~t :lVhich,,: s'Yell~dth~i~i '.". .... .
already overgrownpower to sucha height,t~at, .by·;
the mia<lle of., thefifte~nthceq~ury,it;no.t.:onlY;9yei7'J ". 'Ji .
shadowedthat;·orthéthron~,bllt.thre~iened;t{lsu'b~·.·•..... \~: '
vert the.1~b~rÚ~s~' riftb~,staté. t ,i'" \:/1;.'2 ;t;t.:,¿~;·;¡}¡;,:jiilj:f!:!.1:~; ..' ••
.'. Th~ir.)s·elf~corifi~é#c¿;; Ílow~ver;p~(}ved'event~álIy;'(

T their ruin~ ¡'l'ieydisdilined acoopération\v,ithtbe'
lowerotders·irí .defénc~ró(their'privileges~'and''''i~~, ..·
lie~ .. too.•unh~~H~iingly·'on 'theil<pów~f;;~~'~}b~dy;';:~6)'C
feel···.jealoiI.s·:i.of ••·.:tlielf·.•e~cltisi{)ii.··;fiómWtlie7?haÜoná[· •.•••··,..... ··•·

. '. :;,::~",";~:.;~::::,\. "~':~;'::~:" .~'

.. ¡.. ," .. ,.: ',.:--,,;'
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INTROD. '

The cava·
lletos or
knights•.

INTRODUCTION.

The inferior' ordersof nobility, , the' ltidalgos,
(whose . dignity, like that of the. ricos hombres,
would seem, as theirname imports, tohave" been
originally founded on wealth,) 68 and the cavalleros, ·
ór knights, enjoyed nlany of ihe immunities of the
higher class, especially that of exemption from tax
ation. 69 Knighthood appears to have beeri regarded
with' especial favor by the la\v· of Castile. .Its

.ample privileges and its duties are' defined' with a
precision, and in a spirit of romance, that might
have served for the court of King Arthur. 70 8pain
was indeed the land of chivalry. The respect· fúr
the sex,. which had de'scended from the' Visigoibs,:71

. .

ed to, Salazar .de Mendoza's Orígen ¡ para que sean· essentos de todos
de las Dignidades Seglares de Cas- pechos." . '. . .
tilla, (Madrid, 1794.) The most 70 rfhe .knlght was to .array bim~

prized oí diese, appears to be tbat self in light and cheeroful vestments,
of keeping the head cov.ered in tha and,. in the cities aIid public places,
presence oc. the· sovereign; u pra- his person was to be enveloped in

'. rogativa tan 'ilustre," saya the wri- a long and flowing mande, in order
ter, "que ella sola imprime el prin- to impose greater reverence on tha
cipal caracter de la Grandeza.' Y people. Hís good steed was' to be
considerada por.ms efectos admira- distínguisbed by the'· beauty and
bIes, ocupa dignamente el primero richness oC his caparisons. He
lugar." (Discurso 3.) The sentí-" was to Jive abstemiously, indulging
mental citize~ Bourgoanne, finds it· himself in none of the effeminate
necessary to apologize to his repub- delights of couch or banquet. Dur~

lican .brethren, for noticing thes6 ing his repast, bis, mind ·was to be
. ., important trífles." Travels: in refreshed with the recital, from

Spaín, vol. i. chap. 4. history, of deeds of ancient her~
. 68 "Los llamaron fijosdalgo, que ism; and in the fight he was com

muestra a tanto como fijos de bien." manded .to invoke tbe name of'his j

(Siete. Partidas, part. 2. tít. 21.) mistress, that it míght infusa new
u Por hidalgos' se entienden los ardor into his soul, and preserve
hombres escogidos de buenos lugares him from thecommission .oC un...
é con algo." Asso y Manuel,In- knightlyactions. Sea Siete Par..
stitociones, pp.. 33, 34. . tidas, parte 2, tit. 21, whieh is taken

69 Recop. de las Leyes, lib. 6, up with defining the obligations of
tit. 1, leyes .2, 9 ; tito 2, leyes 3, 4, chivalry. . '.
10; tit. 14, leyes 14, 19. - They 71 See Fuero Juzgo,.lib. 3, which
were obliged to contribute to the is devoted almost' exclusively to the .
repair of fortificatíons and public sexo Montesquieu discerns in tbe
works,· although, . as tbe statute jealous surveillance, which ·'.the
expresses it, " tengan privilegios Visigoths maintained ovar tbe honor
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oC their women, so close an analo-' 72 Warton'8 expression.·. .Sea
gy with oriental. usages, as must vol. i.. p. 245, of ·the late Jear~ed
have ·.greatly facilitated the con- : edition of bis History' oí English .
q~est oí the .country by th~ Ara- Poetry, .(London, 1824.)'. .... .
blans. Espnt des Loa liv. 14' ..... .. :'. ., . .:
chap 14· . '.' , ~ -". :. '. '. . ~ .... ":".

• .'. • • • ~ .o'.' " ....

VOL. 1.. ' .' :¡. ~:,

~was mingled with.· the religious enthusiasm, whlch
had been kindled in the long wars with the infidel.
The apotheosis of chivalry, in the person· of their
apostle a~~ patron, St.· James, 7~ . contributed: still
further to thisexaltation of sentiment, which was
maintained.· by the ·various. military rirders,· 'who
devoted themselves, in the bold' .language: oí .the
age, too the service "of God and the ladies.'~··· So
that the Spaniard may be .said to have put in action
what, in other c~untries, passed fOl the' extrava
gancies of the minstrel.An example of this· oc
curs in the fifteenth century, whena passage. oí
arms was defended ato Orbigo, not faro from' the
shrine of Compostella,. by' a Castilian kriight, nam
ed Sueño de Quenones, 'and··his nine companions,
against .all comers, .in the Bresence· of.· John the
Second and his. ~ourt.:':·· lts onject .:was. to'release
the knight fróll~ the obligation, imposeCl 'on him by
his misnEess, ef publicly wearing an iron·. collar
round. his' neck; every .Thursday. The jousts 'con
tillued for·· thirtyd~ys,' and the doughty champions·
fought without shield ar target, wiih \veapons· bear
ing points of Milan steel~ . Six .hundred and tweiI~'·'

ty-seven enc()unters' took place, and.· one hundred'
and sixty-six lance~ were brok~n, when the emprise
was declared oto: bé' ..fairly·:ac~ieved.· .. The .whole
affair is narrated with .becoming gravity by an ~ye~ .

. ,',

CASTILE.
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Tbe clergy.

73 See the "PaSSD Honroso" pluti, 1569,) fol. 110 et seq.) Tha
appended to the Crónica de Alvaro .practica, . indeed, was familiar in
de Luna. '. other countries, as well as Spain,'

74 The present narrativa wil1 in... · at this late pariad. In the bloody
traduce the reader to more than hattle of Ravenna, in 1512, two
one belligerent prelate, who filled cardinal legfi,tes, ona of them the'
the very highest post in the Span... future Leo X., fou~ht 00 op'posite
ish, and, 1 roay say, the Christian sides. Paolo GiOVIO, Vita Leonis
~hurch, next the papacy. (Sea X., afud" Vitre Illustrillm .Viro-'"
Alvaro Gomez, De Rebus Gestis a lum,'. (Basilíre, 1578,) lib. 2... :.. "
Francisco Ximenio Cisnerio, (Com-

witness, and the reader may faney himself perusing---
the adventures ,of a Launce]ot or an Amadis. 78

. The influence of the ecclesiastics in' Spain may
be traced back to the age, of the Visigoths, when
they controlled the affairs of the 'state in the great
national councils of Toledo. .This infiuence ,vas
maintained by the extraordinary position oC' the
nation after the conquest. ,The holy warfare, in
which it was embarked, seemed to require the
cooperation of the. clergy, to propitiate Heaven in
its behalf, ,to interpret its mysterious omens, and
to . move all the machinery of miracles, by ,vhich
the. imagination is so powerfully affected in"a rude
and superstitiollS age. They even condescended,
In imitation of their patron saint, tomingle in the
ranks, and, with the crucifix in their hands, to Iead,
the soldiers on to .battle. Examples of tnese. 'mili-
tant pr.el~tes are. to De' fourid in Spain, so late as'
~he sixteenth century.74 : .;

Influence of But, while the native ecclesiastics obtained such,
tbe papal

cour~. complete ascendency over the' popular mind," the:

Roman See could boast of less influence in Spairi.
than. in any other. country in Europe. The Gothic'
liturgy was alane received as. canonical until the"
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75 The contest for supremaey, appears lo grudge this' appropria
between the Mozarabic ntual .and tiaD of the " sacred revenues oC the
tbe Roman, is familiar to the read- Church" to defray the expenses
el, in the 'curiona narrative extract- of the holy war against the Sara·}1.. by Robertson froro· Mariana,' ceno (Hist. de España, tomo i. p.
i 1st. d.e España:, lib. 9, cap. ~8.. 177.)· See also tbe E~8ayo, (nos:'

76 SIete Parudas, parto 1, tIt.' 6. 322-'364,) ·where,· MarIna has 'ao..
- Florez, España Sagrada, tomo . alyzed, and discussed' the general
xx. p. 16. - The Jesuit Mariana impon oC the first oí the Partidas.

.eleventh century ;75 and~ until the twelfth, the' 80V

ereign held thC" right of jurisdiction over' all .eccle- -~
siastical causes, of collating to benefices, ar at least
of confirming 'or annulling the election of' the chap-
-terso. The cade of Alfonso 'the Tenth;' ho\vever,
which borrowed its principIes' of j~risprudencefl'om
the civil and' canon ]aw,· completed a .'revolution
already begun, and transferred 'these important 'pre
rogatives to the pope; who now su:cceeded" in estab
lishing a usurpation ovet: ecclesiastical rights." in
Castile, similar to that which' had been befare' ef
fected in 'other parts 'of Christendoln; '. Sorne' of

.these abuses,' as that of' the .nomiilation of foreign:"
eFS' to. henefices, werc- carried to slichan impudent
height, as repeatedly provoked .the' indignant· re
monstrances of the cortes. The ecclesia'stics',eag'er
ta indemnify themselves .fOli ~hat·· tliey: had· .. sacri
ficed to Rome, were. more tnan' 'ever .solicitous to
ásser~ tfi.ei~ inuependence of' the royal jurisdiction.
They particularly ·insisted on their iinmunity from
taxation, . and were even reluctant tó divide· with
the laity the necessary 'burdens of a" ,var, :which',
froJ1l.. its sacred character,would seem to' have' im-
perative claims on them. 76

Notwithstanding the immerliate dependence thus
established on ·the h~a'd of the :church by. the' legis-
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. 17 l'flarina, Ensayo, ubi supra, by Se~pere, in his Historia. del'
and nos. 220 et seq. . Luxo, tome i. pp. 166 et seq.· .

78 See the original acts quoted
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latíon of Alfonso tbe Tenth, the general immun~ties
---

secured by it to the ecclesiastics operated as a
powerful bounty on their increase; ando the men~

dicant orders in particular, that spiritual militia 'of
tbe popes, were multiplied over the couniry to an
alarming extent. Many of their members were' ,
not only ineompetent to the duties oí their profes...
sion, being without the Ieast tinctu're of liberal
culture, but fixed a deep stain on it by the careless
laxity of their morals. Open concubinage was fa
miliarly practised by the clergy, as well as laity, of
the periad ; and, so far from being reprobated by. the
law of the' land, seems anciently to have been
countenanced' by it. 77 This moral insensibility
may probablJT be referred to the contagious exam~

pIe gf their Mahomet~n neighbours; but, from
whatever SOtlFCe deFived, tlie practice' was inaulged
tp such a sliameless extent,. tliat, as the nation ad
iVanced in refinement; in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, it became the subject of frequent legisla-
tive enactments, in \vhich the concubinesof the'
clergy are described as causing general scandaI by
their lawless effrontery and ostentatious magnifi
cence of apparel. 78

Notwithstanding this prevale~t licentiousness of
the Spanish ecclesiastics. their infiuence became
every day more widely extended, while this ascen
denéy, for which they were particularly indebted in .
that rurle age to their superior learning and capacity.,

•

'}xviii

------------------------_.-..-


