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" The hlgher nobility, or ‘ricos hombres, were ‘ex- BROTION -
empted from general taxation, and the ‘occasional W |
attempt to mfrmge on this prlvﬂege in seasons: ‘of ieees.
great pubhc emergency, was -uniformly repelled by
this jealous body.” . They.could not be imprisoned
for debt ; norbe subjected to torture, so repeatedly
sanetmned in other cases by the municipal law of:

Castile. :: They had the right. of decldmg their pri-

vate feuds by an appeal to arms ; ‘a right of ‘which

they  liberally: availed themselves.* They also

claimed ‘the prwﬂege, When aggriéved, of denatur-
alizing’ themselves, ‘or-in ‘other: WQ}'dS, of- publicly
renouncmg their: alleglance to" their’ soverelgn, and

of enlisting” under " the banners: of his: enemy.®
“The number of petty states, ‘which swarmed over ~*
the. Penmsula, afforded ample opportumty for the 11 -
exercise ‘of  this: “disorganizing i:prerogative. zThe
Laras’ are: partlcularly noticed by Mariana,: as hav- -
ing a «great relish for rebellion,” and the Castrosf} D
as being much 'in the habit’ of ‘going -over to . the“
MOOI‘S_“ }"‘They assum‘ed the_ llcense_ ‘of - zarraymg"‘ |

of the country not easy to explam Cortés chap,. 4 -—-The mcensad SR
°“1the usual principles: of the feu- :: nobles qmtted ‘the cortes in disgust, -
ha relation ; 3 circumstance, which . , and - threatened: to .vindicate. ,their
038 led to much discrepancy of " nghts by arms, on one- such ‘occa- R
w};lmon on the- subject, in political, . sion, 1176, i :Marianay. ,I-Imtwdaj..
131tere;,, as well as to some: incon-. Espaiia, tom. i. p. 644. - See. 5139; %
tai ency Sempere,? who’; Bnter" a,tom. ii.: p. ;76””11 ’erwf AN
of n? s dO“bt of the: eatabhshmenti;_a 8 Tidem auctores, ubi supra.—
tel eudal: institutions' in . .Castile, Pneto y Sotelo, Hlstp'na del Dere-
S us, that ¢ the nobles, after the - chio,Real »de - Espatia, H(Madid
anmmesz, Bucceeded :in- obtaxmn"f'a‘{‘,1738 é lib. 2, cap: 23 ; 1ib. 3; cap.
Vice 1 mption from -military .ser- . iete Partidas, (ed.de la i
ous ez 00O of the most: conspicu- ;?:'Aca.d:,‘"Madnd, 1807,) part. 4, tit.:
n laand essential of: all :the. feudal 25, ley:1l.; On: such occasions the
3 7,‘3!18! ; Hlstou-e des Cortés; pp. sent him aformal defiance H’zsthm
02,72 49,004 s i " king' at,arms.: .}de
&ana‘, tom. i. 'gp 768 912, £
bed* i-tom'f L.pp. 707, 718:

.Pf 26 0: Ma'nuelﬂ Instxfue;enes,?
. — empere, Hmtmre des
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mvrrov. themselves in armed confederacy against the mon-
“arch, on any occasion of popular disgust, and they
solemnized the act by the most imposing ceremo-
nials of religion.®® Their rights of Jurlsdlctwn, de-
rived to them, it would seem, originally from royal
grant,”® were in a great measure defeated by the
liberal charters of incorporation, which, in ‘imita-
tion of the sovereign, they conceded to their vassals,
as well as by the gradual encroachment of the royal
judicatures. * * In virtue of their birth they monop-
olized all the higher offices of state, as those of
“constable and admiral of Castile, adelantaydos_olj
governors of the provinces, cities, &c.*® They
secured to themselves the grand-masterships of  the
m111tary orders, which - placed at their dlsposal an
immense amount of revenue and patronage'; Final-
ly, they entered into the- royal ‘or privy councxl -and

formed a constltuent “portion of the natlonal legls-’
lature. e b il ey e

Their great s
weaitni -+ These 1mportant prerogatwes were of course fa-

vorable to the accumulation of great’ wealth. -, Their
estates were scattered over ‘every part of the kmg-

| dom, and, unlike the grandees of Spam at the pl‘e‘
sent day,* they resided on them in person; main-
taining the state of petty sovereigns, and sirrounded
‘by a numerous retmue, Who served the "purpose's 70f -

5 The forms of thxs solemmty is ex: lamed .m Salam de ‘M ﬂd"'
may be found in Mariana PP+ 166’
nMa, ound igp arians ,Hmt de za, onarquia, tomx 5:
arina, Ensayo, p. 128, ':-rr:.&‘-Fro thscar ity -of -
N 5“ John I.; in 1390, authorized baronial ;gude:ces, :logw‘f“‘”f“l
- 3P eals from the sexgnonal tribu- etymologists have derived: thﬁ‘
~ mals to those of the crown. Inid., mxhar ing .of: ¢ Chiteaux &8
m“é i, p. 170, . iy gwnommne.’w
The nature of these dlgmues els in Spam, tom. n. chap 19‘
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a pageant in time of peace, and an efficient military '_sxonpr{ -
force in war. The demesnes of John, lord: of Bis-

cay, confiscated, by Alfonso the Eleventh- to.the use -

of the crown, in 1327, amounted to ‘more than eighty
towns. and castles.® , The ¢ good constable ?.Da-
valos, in the time of Henry the. Third, could ride
through his own estates all the way from. Seville 1o
Compostella, almost . the two extremities of the king-
‘dom.® . . Alvaro de Luna,. the powerful favorite of |
John the Second, ¢ould..muster twenty thousand
vassals.?; A contemporary, who gives a catalogue
of the annual rents of the principal Castilian nobility
at the close of the fifteenth or beginning'of.' the fol-
 lowing century, computes several at. fifty and sixty |
thousand ducats a year,® an immense income,if %

we take into ;consideration the value of money im
t_‘hat,‘age.: .+ The same; writer; estimates_their united

AT TS T
TR SR AN o

% Mariana, Hist. ‘c‘l‘?__:Espaﬁa,_-

tom. i"-P- 910, w ¢

61 Crénica de Don Alvaro de Lu- -
"2, (ed. de la Acad. Madrid, 1784,) -

. 4685, ¢ -

&gg

— His annual revenue is computed

)y Perez de’ Guzman; at 100,000
oblas  of gold; a sum equivalent -
fars at the present

856,000 dol

83 ﬁ"';TheT":'_forrher{I ‘of: “*.‘fihese : two :
sums 18 equivalent to $438,875, or -

£91,474 sterling ; and the latter
o § 596,650, or & arly.

have be

the Memorias de la Real Academia’

dﬁ'la‘Historia*"(Madrid*' 1821, pp.’
‘ a, (1 d; 1821, pp.’
507, y)in ;he'reducti’r:nﬂoféulgs}

in this Histo . That treatise |
e_hb‘???tﬁ ’;fa:i; ample, 18818 very
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 or £109,716, nearly. -
en guided by a dissertation’

varied '’ considerablg
of Clemencin, in the sixth volume of -

tise ' dollars and fifty-six cents,
‘and brings’
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under vie.'év'a].‘l‘_ the different coins

. of Ferdinand ‘and Isabella’s time, -

settling their " specific value with = - e B O

great accuracy.  The caleulation is

: St o attended with considerable difficul-
uzman,; Generaciones y Sem- diffic

, nan, G " ty, owing to the depreciation of the
Yanzas, (Madrid, 1775,) -cap. 84. .

value of the precious metals,and . =
the repeated adulteration of ‘the =~

real. " In. his tables, at the end, he -~ -
exhibits the commercial value of '

the different denominations, ascexr- =
" tained ' by the quantity of ‘wheat . -
(as sure a standard as any), which'
they would buy at that day. . Tak- =
‘ing the average of values, which .
o in-.-differens, -
ears - and and Jsabella, -
it appears that the ducat, reduced.
ill be equal, -

years “of ' Ferdinan

1o our own currency, W

1o about eight dollars and seventy-,

seven cents, and the dobla to eight:
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revenues as equal to one third of thoée in the‘whplg
kingdom. ® e .
.. 'These ambitious nobles did not consume'’ '@helr.
fortunes, or their energies in a life’ of effeminate
luxury. ~ From their earliest boyhood, :they"-"‘wgrg
accustomed to serve in the ranks against the infi-
del,®® and their whole subsequent liyes_:yirere;och-.
pied either with war, or with those martial exercises
which reflect the image of it.. Looking back with
pride to their ancient Gothic descent; and ato'thO'scf,
times, when they had stood forward as the: peers,
the electors of their sovereign, they.could ‘ill brook
the slightest indignity at his hand.®.: With these
haughty feelings and martial habits, and this enor-
mous assumption of power, it may readily be con-
ceived 'that. they 'would not sdﬂ'en.ithe‘.-anarchiegl
provisions of the constitution, which seemed to con-

TR b LT

..cede an almost unlimited license of rebellion, to

~ %4 The ample revenues of the
Spanish grandee of the present
time, instead of being lavished on
a band of military retainers, as of
yore, are sometimes dispensed in
the more peaceful hospitality of

supporting an almost equally for-
midable host of needy relations and

dependents. According to Bour-
goanne (Travels in Spain, vol. i.
chap. 4), no less than 3000 of these
gentry were maintained on the
estates of the duke of Arcos, who
diedin 1780. ~ -~

65 Mendoza records the circum-

stance of the head of the family of

Ponce de Leon, (a descendant of
the celebrated marquis of Cadiz,)

carryig his son, then thirteen

years old, with' him into battle;
he says, ““in

‘“an ancient usage,”’
that noble house.”. (Guerra de
Granada, (Valencia,l776,) p. 318.)

e R | ';,..f,a:!,. Bk gQ :
The only son of Alfonso VI; was
slain, fighting. manfully in the
ranks, at the battle of Ucles, 1n
1109, when only eleven. %sars‘of
age. Mariana, Hist, de lspand,
tom. i.'p. 565.-"f B -;—f?‘.; h
6 The northern provinces,:tho
theatre of this primitive indepen-
dence, have always been consé-
crated by this very gncum@}?&‘c;:
in the eyes of a Spaniard.. ‘‘ 1h€
proudest lord,’”’ says: Nﬂag‘e;?’
“¢feels it an honor .to trace i3
pedigree to this uarter.__’_?__gogv bag:

io, fol. 44.) . The same feeling

4 .

as continued, and the meanes

native of Biscay, or the Asturias

at the present day, claims to De
noble ;. I;. pretension, .which' °ﬁ§§
contrasts ridiculously enough Wi "
the humble character of his 0cer™
pation, and has furnished many.

pleasant anecdote to ;ravellerﬁ: e
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- remain: a dead letter. : Accordmgly, we: find them BECTION . .

perpetually - convu]smo‘ the kingdom : with- their - .'

schemes of selfish.a grandlzement.- The petitions- -+

.of .the. commons :are filled with remonstrances on, =

their - various : oppressions, -and: the evils resultlng 5

from their long, desolating: feuds. \So that,: not-]

withstanding the liberal forms of its constitution,;

there was probably: no country. in Europe, during-

the Middle Ages, so sorely afflicted with the vices of

intestine anarchy, as Castile: These were still: fur-,-a

ther aggravated by the 1mprowdent donauons of theg |

monarch to the aristocracy, in the vain:hoperof con-

ciliating' their attachment, but Whlch swelled their. .

already overgrown power to.such a helght, that, by e

the middle of the fifteenth century, it not only over= g w .

shadowed ‘that of the throne, but. threatened to sub= L S

vert the hberues of the state. . - s s ‘
Their. self-conﬁdence, however, proved eventually'

their ruin. * They disdained a codperation with the #. -

lower orders in. defence of- their- pnvﬂeges, and- re~:{-f:f-,jj_:

lied too unhesitatingly on their power ‘as a body, to

feel jealous’ of ‘their exclusion - from'\.g_'thefg'_,nauona.l-f' L

l<‘3g1..'slature, where alone they could have‘t_jmade an'

effectual stand agamst the usurpations.c ‘of ‘the’ c'rown.’:

~— The- course of this: work; will brmg underl review;

the dexterous pohcy, by’ffw_whlch the crowd Ehcoﬁtnved;

to strip the : aristocracy of its substantlal ;-‘prmleges,

and prepared the ‘way for\ the period, when it should

retain - possesswn only,of' a feW’"barren &’houg(_ os
tatxous dlgmtles_ s

X A‘
e
the advuca

aborate; dissertation, by‘;?-..on'the' reéminence and’ privileges
te Don Alonso Canllo,, of the aanhan grandee,zsappendo
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introp. ~ The inferior orders of nobility, the hidalgos,
(whose dignity, like that of the ricos hombres,
would seem, as their name imports, to have been
originally founded on wealth,)® and the cavalleros, -
or knights, enjoyed many of the immunities of the
higher class, especially that of exemption from tax-
ation.® Knighthood appears to have been regarded
with especial favor by the law of Castile. Its
ample privileges and its duties are defined with a
%‘ precision, and in a spirit of romance, that might
| have served for the court of King Arthur.™ Spain
was indeed the land of chivalry. 'The respect for
the sex, which had descended from the Visigoths,

‘The cava«
lleros or
kpights. -

=
eSSy

ed to Salazar de Mendoza’s Origen
de las Dignidades Seglares de Cas-
tilla, (Madrid, 1794.) The most
prized of these, appears to be that
of keeping the head covered in the
presence of -the - sovereign ; ‘¢ pre-

_rogativa tan ilustre,’”’ says the wri-
. ter, *“que ella solaimprime el prin-

cipal caracter de la Grandeza. Y
considerada por sus efectos admira-
bles, ocupa dignamente el primero

lugar.” (Discurso 3.) The senti-
mental citizen Bourgoanne, finds it

necessary to apologize to his repub-
lican brethren, for noticing these
* important trifles.” Travels in
Spain, vol. i. chap. 4.
- 68 ¢ J,08 llamaron fijosdalgo, que
muestra a tanto como fijos de bien.”’
(Siete Partidas, part. 2, tit. 21.)
¢ Por hidalgos se entienden Jlos
hombres escogidos de buenos lugares
é con algo.”” Asso y Manuel, In-
stituciones, pp. 33, 34. o
69 Recop. de las Leyes, lib. 6,
tit, 1, leyes 2, 9; tit. 2, leyes 3, 4,
10; tit, 14, leyes 14, 19.— They
were obliged to contribute to the

‘para que sean essentos de todos

echos.” o
70 The knight was to array him«
self in light and cheerful vestments,
and, in the cities and public places,
his- person was to be enveloped in
a long and flowing mantle, in order

“to impose greater reverence on the

people. His good steed was to be
distinguished by the' beauty and
richness of his caparisons. He
was to live abstemiously, indulging
himself in none of the effeminate
delights of couch or banquet. Dur-
ing his repast, his mind was to be
refreshed with the recital, from
history, of deeds of ancient hero- -
ism; and in the fight he was com-
manded to invoke the name of his
mistress, that it might infuse new
ardor into his soul, and preserve
him from the commission of un-
knightly actions. See Siete Par-

 tidas, part. 2, tit. 21, which is taken

up with defining the obligations of
chivaley. -~~~ .. " .
71 See Fuero Juzgo, lib. 3, which

is devoted almost exclusively to the
sex. Montesquien discerns in the

o

repair of fortifications and public s
works, although, as the statute J‘e;;alpus surveillance, which the
expresses it, ‘ tengan privilegios Visigoths maintained overthe honor

o
i
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was mingled with the religious enthusiasm, which secrion

had been kindled in the long wars with the infidel.
The apotheosis of chivalry, in the person of their
apostle and patron, St. James, " contributed still
further to this exaltation of sentiment, which was
maintained by the various military orders, who
devoted themselves, in the bold language of the
age, to the service ¢ of God and the ladies.” So
that the Spaniard may be said to have put in action
what, in other countries, passed for the extrava-
gancies of the minstrel. An example of this oc-
curs in the fifteenth century, when a passage of
arms was defended at Orbigo, not far from the
shrine of Compostella, by a Castilian knight, nam-
ed Suefio de Quenones, and his nine companions,
against all comers, in the presence of John, the
Second and' his court.  Its object was to release
the knight from the obligation, imposed on him by
his mistress, of publicly wearing an iron collar
round his neck every Thursday. The jousts con-

tinued for thirty days, and the doughty champmns-

fought without shield or target, with weapons bear-

ing points of Milan steel. Six hundred and twen-
ty-seven encounters took place, and one hundred
and sixty-six lances were broken, when the emprise

was declared to be. fairly achieved. The whole

aﬂ”air is narrated with .becoming gravity by an eye-.

of their women 80 close an analo- 72 Warton’s expression. See
gy with oriental usages, as must vol. i. p. 245, of the late learned

have .greatly facilitated the con- - edition of his History of English -

quest of the country by the Ara- Pcetry (London, 324)
bians, Espnt des Lmyx, Liv. 14, ’

chap. 14, AR L RS
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Ixvi INTRODUCTION.

INTROD.  Witness, and the reader may fancy himself perusing
the adventures of a Launcelot or an Amadis.™
- The influence of the ecclesiastics in Spain may
be traced back to the age of the Visigoths, when
they controlled the affairs of the 'state in the great
national councils of Toledo. This influence was
maintained by the extraordinary position of the
nation after the conquest. The holy warfare, in
which it was embarked, seemed to require the
codperation of the clergy, to propitiate Heaven in
its behalf, to interpret its mysterious omens, and
to move all the machinery of miracles, by which
the imagination is so powerfully affected in a rude
and superstitious age. They even condescended,
in imitation of their patron saint, to mingle in the
ranks, and, with the crucifix in their hands, to lead
the soldiers on to battle. Examples of these mili-
tant prelates are to be found in Spain, so late as
the sixteenth century.™ ' Co
But, while the native ecclesiastics obtained such
complete ascendency over the popular mind, the
Roman See could boast of less influence in Spain
than in any other country in Europe. The Gothic
liturgy was alone received as canomical until the

The clergy.

Influence of
the papal
court,

73 See the ¢ Passo Honroso?”
appended to the Crénica de Alvaro
de Luna. - :

pluti, 1569,) fol. 110 etseq.) The
practice, indeed, was familiar in
other countries, as well as Spain,

74 The present narrative will in-

troduce the reader to more than
one belligerent prelate, who filled

the very highest post in the Span--

ish, and, I may say, the Christian
church, next 'the papacy. (See
Alvaro Gomez, De Rebus Gestis a
Francisco Ximenio Cisnerio, (Com-

at this late period. In the bloody
battle of Ravenna, in 1512, two
cardinal legates, one of them the"
future Leo X., fought on opposite
sides. Paolo Giovio, Vita E.)Leonis
X., apud *¢ Vite Illustrinm Viro-
rum,’”’ (Basiliz, 1578,) lib. 2. -
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‘eleventh century ;" and, until the twelfth, the sov-
ereign held the right of jurisdiction over all eccle-
siastical causes, of collating to benefices, or at least
of confirming or annulling the election of the chap-
ters. The code of Alfonso the Tenth, however,
which borrowed its principles of jurisprudence from
the civil and canon law, completed a revolution
already begun, and transferred these important pre-
rogatives to the pope, who now succeeded in estab-
lishing a usurpation over ecclesiastical rights in
Castile, similar to that which had been before ef-
fected in other parts of Christendom. . Some of
these abuses, as that of the nomination of foreign-
ers to benefices, were carried to such an impudent
height, as repeatedly provoked the indignant re-
monstrances of the cortes. The ecclesiastics, eager
to indemnify themselves for what they had- sacri-
ficed to Rome, were more than ever solicitous to
assert their independence of the royal jurisdiction.
They particularly insisted on their immunity from
taxation, and were even reluctant to divide with
the laity the necessary burdens of a war, which,
from its sacred character, would seem to have im-
perative claims on them.™ ST e
~ Notwithstanding the immediate dependence thus
established on the head of the church by the legis-

™ The contest for supremacy, appears to grudge this appropria-

between the ‘Mozarabic ritual and
the Roman, is familiar to the read-

er, in the curious narrative extract-
ed by Robertson from Mariana,

Hist."de Espaiia, lib. 9, cap. 18.
" Siete Partidas, part. 1, tit. 6.

— Florez, Espana Sagrada, tom.

XX. p. 16. —~The Jesuit Mariana

tion of the ¢“sacred revenues of the
Church " to defray the expenses
of the holy war against the Sara-
cen. (Hist. de Espaia, tom. 1. p.

177.) - See also the Ensayo, (nos.

322 - 364,) where. Marina has an-

“alyzed, and discussed the general

import of the first of the Partidas.
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Their rich

possessions.

INTRODUCTION.

lation of Alfonso the Tenth, the general immunities
secured by it to the ecclesiastics operated as a
powerful bounty on their increase; and the men-
dicant orders in particular, that spiritual militia of
the popes, were multiplied over the country to an
alarming extent. Many of their members were
not only incompetent to the duties of their profes-
sion, being without the least tincture of liberal
culture, but fixed a deep stain on it by the careless
laxity of their morals. Open concubinage was fa-
miliarly practised by the clergy, as well as laity, of
the period ; and, so far from being reprobated by the
law of the land, seems anciently to have been
countenanced by it.” This moral insensibility
may probably be referred to the contagious exam-
ple of their Mahometan neighbours ; but, from
whatever source derived, the practice was indulged
to such a shameless extent, that, as the nation ad-
vanced in refinement, in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, it became the subject of frequent legisla-
tive enactments, in which the concubines of the
clergy are described as causing general scandal by
their lawless effrontery and ostentatious magmﬁ-
cence of apparel.”™

Notwithstanding this prevalent licentiousness of
the Spanish ecclesiastics, their influence became
every day more widely extended, while this ascen-
dency, for which they were particularly indebted in
that rude age to their superior learning and capacity,

: 7 Marina, Ensa.yo, ubi supra., by Sempere, in his Hlstona del
and nos. 220 et seq. ~ Luxo, tom. i. pp. 166 et seq.
8 See the original acts quoted A




