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.. to:the .fifteen tb 'century, this'qoes, llot' ~eéfii' ttl hate·. ",sEcTIoN

..proceededifropl ,any,; design of: ·inftingin'g,:ól1.'.~the t.

·.libertie~ ,of'.:the :people.;' ",The. :'nomiílatióií :of;;th~$e ­
~,was 'origi~any .~vested .'inthe '!househólders·,;¡\t:lnrg~,

.·but ,va's' after:ward~;: confined· 'tu')the' ;IIlUnicipaliti e8'.·~

a most·mischie.yous: álteration, !which Subjeétc'd'.th'éir
electioil eventualIy,' tOe: the:,,"C9rrupt :infl~'ence~Qf :the
'crown. ~9,~ ..~ They ,"as~e'm.~led" ·in.~the '.:s~lÍ1e·:chatn ber
with the higherorders:'of tbe' Dobilityand'~clargy';
'but,' on", .quéstio~sof,~'moment, !retired·.,t~: d~libérate

'by. themseIves. SO'I' ~,:After: ..:;~the .:: transaction:; ;bfJ othér ;
·.búsi~e.ssftheir; OWIi; petition.s (wer~:'~ pre'se'nted to: .the· . :.-~: ,;:;, ~.::;~.

sóvereign; .-.;,an~:~ his: '. assent·'gave.' them/ the'; validitY.
oflaws.:,,:.Tbe'Castilian ,,~mlÍlons¡;by;neglecting'to ..
'mak~~ ::th~ir.~~,·.:moriey·; '.' grants.'.·.:,depend:'.,~oI¡:·r'corrésImn;'.
dént·concession·s.~ froIll ¡he cr.ow~·, ieli~~uished: that "
powel'fuL',chec,k'on ..·:its:.operations ';so" beneficiall,. .
exerfea· in:'tne:' British, rparliamen't, but in"vaill'·.coÍi~·'
tended for~eyen;.there,tiJl·amuch later 'periodtb,ari .

·that noW'under·consideration•. Whatevermay·'have·". . .. ' ': ....
?e~l,l ~heI~gh,t 9( "th,e,n~bili.ly,al,ldcle!gYJo"at!end ....
ln ...cortes,;·their:-;::· sanctiotf was·' ..:not':' deemed ~éss'entiál ".

: . ". : :- i ..~~, :,' ~:,.;l.\. '~".~:'::." "::':¡".<~! :'~," :-~ ~ :::;: .' '.' • ." ;'. ..~. ::.>:,... :'.~ .:::';.,.. ~'~':<:,: 1~~.;,F" " ," ,- .. ~::;~:;...
- " '-". ;' .. ' :,~.;': .•·..¡>::,··~~~:,';·.;.>.:;~·;:_·::~·;t·.},··(~/~··:tl{~·~:;

the. smal1er 'ando ·:pooret .' pla.ce8~· sornEs obseuritY~:::-·< (T~· tom~:'lr
. :hlCh, ~rom tbe charges it lnl'ol~.;· eap, 28,'):'-' In~ee~"t' t~eré .see~Dff~ ~

bd,. felthl t often, 1l~ doubt.Lle.~8 oí a hav~ been' some: megulardy ln th~~
kOon t an, a borden.. : -~ '.l'hlS" w~ p~rbamentary', ·tinges tbemselves....
n~w, was 'he,c~e in England.,,, í. From minote$ of' á" mee~ng' .~~~

lXla ~t was an eVl1 of acaree1y 1e89 cortes at Toledot'ln 1538~ '1008000'
\Vegnltode, that contestad elections for.~ny mate~a1 ,innova~on on.'~ht'"
llla

re
~tl~d. by ths c!own~; (Cap4 , anC1ent'P!á~tleet .~~",~tid th,~'tbr~~~ .

lhn), raetIca y Estl1o,~:p. ~31.)~ c~~tes s~Uing .m~ sep~rate ~ñam--*~
inde atter oí tbese .practiCeB,,and,' berS, from the very:commeneerpent

· ten~ed,: the Conner lo a certain ex·" to..the~ clase oC t~e';Bé$$io.IH ')~eét .:
hiak, are. f.o ~,~~~..with in·Englisll~ .. tbe acco~t dra~~ up by th~ éGunl; :.'';
..-.ao,:lI·;·';'1-l, :~,' ¡' .....~::., ).'~: .. '..:l;.:.;;._:.,; ....,¡ oí Coruña,. apud Capmany, ?~-~, ' ... " a.nn~ l~ves tbiS·'poiní; in UÓf.-,.y i'Atüo; pp;.. S!40 et seq;":~:':::'<::.':}:'....

.Vo1.-•. i·.·· ':;., .... '~:; t: g-.i.t' .;··<:.i~:~.\;il:~·¡\:· t;. :·.r:··~~ ;;\;, :_~.,,(~,,)L,:~.~',>;~',::.: ..:';.!;~:;¡~ t·



INTRODUCTION. ,. .

'IN~OD. ,tothe validity, oC legislative .acts ;31,' for their,'pres-" '
, ,ence,wasnot :even 'required in ,many ,assemblies~f

- .th~~ ~n~tion .which occtirred, in· ;thel·fourteenth>and
.fifte~nth centuries. 32, ~ The extraordinary pt>wer.thus
:eommitted ! to i.the :comrnons: was, 'on thé :·whole,·'·:'uri~

·favorableto·;their liberties•. ',..,It,deprived,themof
thesympathy and, eooperation ,'of ',the .great· orders
·of', th~-')state,.· whose'~ authority ·:·alone.';: :could'.have
enabléd ·.them~; to' ·:withstaildthe,·encroachments iof
arbitrary: ,:' power,_'o and ~ ;who, .cin' faet,' did .t eventually ..
desert ~ them~in ·their!·utmost'need.ss... ~.:' . ..<.::;~.;O:':~ h.rf:·:;·\:,/{

~~V\~~:~t. ~;~,;But,.~notwith~tanding, these·.·defects;:~··the (popular
brarich oLthe: Castilian :cortes,very sooncafter'·'its
adJ!1ission .~. int~< th·at<·body, :assumed ,. functions,: aÍld
exercised ·a degree:, of:power' oD"the ·whol~~· superior'
to;· ~that~ enjoyell- PY j -it .. ;in: otber:. 'Eur()pean~legislá~, .'
t~re·s.::~.:; :lt:.lwas .tSooÍl'::'re~ognised -as:a:fundament~'.
,,~Dinciple¡of: thé~onstitütio~,;:thatrio'\'tax "could be'
. imposed"';~.ithout !its :consent ·;~~'·a·nd;.an: exp'ress) 'en~,

!'i7.? ;.} ~t::; {' ~ { .~:. ;',: n ¡,: :: { t :,;,'. /'. "' .. i:< ~ .::.:. ;,.: .: .. :.,:, .:". ;·,.· ..1· ~} .'.~ (' ~. r,~;J ':~,n~):~··'J;;~.ftt~,

, ,

, • • J

••. " .•... __ •• ,.'". r,.. ~...'. . .' •••.. '.' ' .. ,: ":'., '.' J'~ "."..: ,t,. ,:, .. ,:".~ ..
~ ~. 31~This,\hOWBver, so contralj to ~ avowed poliey.was' altogetber: $ub-: .'.
the:analogy rof ..~ther; European ..' versive: oC the·cbQstitnt~on.{'r\~;¡:;.ir.~·' .
g~vern'ínents,"'is expres~ly' cóntril:'" .- 33 D~ring the famou8 wár oí the~'
dIctad by the declaratlon of the Comuntdades, under CharlesV. For·'
nobles, at t~e cortes oC Toledo, in the 'preceding paragraph 'éonsult '
1~38..;.;"~ Olda:'est~resp~est8: se.. Mann~, (Teoria,._part.. l~:cap~,'·10t:· ..
dIJO, que pues S.:M:. habl~dlcho. 20,26, 29;):·and Capmany¡ .(pme-','
que no~ra~ Córtes. DI hab13.Bra·: .. tica y Estilo,: pp•.220- 250.): ;',Th~-:
zos, no p~dlan. tratar· cosa·alguna, munlcipalities.: oí.Castile·,... seem',tó.·
que ellos .Stn~,procuTadores, ·y.los P~()~ have'rep()~ed' b}lt. a veryJ l~mited
curadores SIn'·.'ellos, ,no· sena váltdo, confidelice IR thelr delegates, ,whom.
lo: ¡lJ1le' :hicieTer:.':~ ,;-.. Relacion.·;:.del ther·fumi.8hed,within8t~cti~n8,~,.
Co~d~, de Cor~lJa, apud C~pmany t" 'WhlCh they. were bound: to.'con.fo.ml' _
P~aCt1cayE8tl]O, p. 247.. ;: ,~,~1: ,' ..<, themselvesliteralIy.' '·See':Marina" .
. 32 Thl' om" Sl' f th ' .. T '. ... 23 ' .... ~ .. .,I.~·i'
~,,' S 18 on' o ,eprlVl· eorla, part.'~1, cap. .',;:,),t~ ::i:!. '~'.!;.<

leged orders·.was. almos~·:.unifonn·· .' ..34 tfhe term ;"fundamentalprln­
..... under, Char17s ,y~ :and .. bis 8u~~eg.:· ci~le '~:'..i8; funy..authoi'i.~~':iby)th~.·

.sor.s., .Bu.t.: ·lt. w~nld .... be.: un.falr: ~o ext8.tene.e. . oí' ..re.. p.. ".leated. ,:e.n.a.... c...tro.~nts.".,..,
seek for;constltUti()n.a~ precedent ID' to.thi8·. ~1Fect.·· ~ Semperef(who" ad~' .
the usages of a government, whoselDlts. theu'u'sage,tt objecta.I~i the'

. ''',.'., . .. ,,' .~ .~..... -._~-_:~-.~:.~.~~. '~'--: :.-..'.. ~. .
.' ::'. • r'" '" -~.'

.:,;>.:;":i::'::".,'<:.
'<.-. \:.-: .
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·actment· to; this effec.t,·.was suifere'd, too remain ',on: the ~SECTION
.... .' , .' '. . . ..··,·1 ,., ,.,,'

.s.tatutepook,a(t.eJ; .. "it ~ .h~d ;'become~ adead~;.1etter,. as ...
iftoremilld..the nation oí the.·liberties oit .had)o~t.;5
~The ..;. Coni1l19nS ':,showed ~.a ~ .wise· :.solicitu.de~.in ;".regard

. . ~ -' .

to.. the ~ mode .of:·;.~Qlle~ting;the public ·~evenue;.::óften-.' .
. times., m.ar,e:·; onerous ;to .:' the.J ·subje.ct;',t~áIi~ ..,th~. :':tax .
.,itself•. <.:.Th~y:·::w~t~hed:~careful1y~.'o.ver..its ..··.:appropria-.·

tion.: to·~. its.' ...destjne~:·: .. uses.:;~·::.:TheY·;:restrained .. a~~,too
prodigal expenditure"and.<ventured'~mote~ t~.án:: once
to .re'gulat~ ", the,.: economy·of: th~ ,.royal,r:h.ousénold. 86 . ,,~

They. kept avigilant >eYEl on.the,;'.conduct:of:public ". .
. . ,..... . ... . .'.

office~s,::as;.",ell· as:.:o~ ::::.the J' ~igh t:,.:adminis,tration,l oí.
justice,i'~nd)cOmlIli~sions)~were'<appointéd at:their.· .... ;
'suggestionfo~: ip,quiring intoJtsabuses. t¡'~Th~y;..,_en-;·
.ter~d:.,,in to;· .' ne'gotiati0'0 .:'.:-for»i.:allia.n~es[Jjwit~:, foreigll '.
.powers,I·.a.nd~ ~·.by ·detet·mining·the):.áiil(?unt~..oí' s.~pplies·:.··
for·., ¡ the. ';i~~in t.~nClnce.~ o~·.trQops:in·: ;time:. ,of 'iwar'll~~e~.·

.~",."'W;Il's~rvea .~:a :,sal~tary., :check ·.6vel":,.:military .'operations~~7.:·.J . .,. . ..'
;. <'Y/l. :)::d"o i,\'/" _ . ' .... !h¡f,'lilfi\l . '.' '.
phrase ~'~ fundamental: law"U ~ on:' Jonn n· '''Henry' ·ID.· and Charlés
h

' " ." '. ·t ., .
te d h h' . V" .'. :... groun. t &t t ese acts~. were,... ..... J,.. ..... :' ....:.. '... "~ ..,: ..

spccific,·.,not genEn~aI, ilitheir. char~:;·.·(36.:·1Ji::t258~·.they:preseritedia~'va;,.. :
. ,acter~, ..\H~toire •. ;des,·."Cort~s.,;,P~ .': .riety.· oC. petitions 7'to.~e ...king;/¡,in.:·
~54.. ":·" .'·:'·i.F'.·~·:;·~?·~t·"J,:·.;,·¡ ':'\:"¡relation~\ to •his::own :perSonal ex-
. 35'."108 Rayes en nuestros Rey-' penditure, .. as ,weU·as· that ofhis; .. '

.rosprogenitor~~ 'establec~er~n p~l'.. '~ourtie~s'; .reqn~~ng. him lo .4,i~in~ '. '.'
eye~,,'y .~rdenanC(~ fech~ _en C~r... t )sh the. charges,orh18ít~le,~a~ül'8'(.<.: .

. ..t~s,;,que·~o',8~ echassen,:nl ..~r~ear::&c:.~n~ ...~bl~n~ly;.to:~',.b~g}hl~ap-.':::;'::. ~.. '
. ,tles~en nlnguno8,pechos,serulc10~;:. 'patlte:: wlfJno' a··:':·more .::~Dable :~: . ::":;.
pedldo~, ni mone~as;:ni··()tro8:trib~ .. : ,compass ~~f~.to.: allfwhich·~e.:.re~~.:':.(.·:'.:::,,:;'
tos nueuos:,,·especialJ':ili:'general~·ljr.gaya' .hisassenL¡ .'(Semperei'"Y.. ·:: ..:·:·;·::.· ....::·:/... .:
.n:-e.nt.e.on.•t.o.. d08

1

.nuestr.os,·R.eYnos".·;G.uarit.'.os:,.. 'Historia.'.. '..del L..uX~t.'.Y._d~. '.' ' ' ':.....•.....•. :,::..:.-.:.:.........•..•.........~..••....•..•.............•.•.•....• :.;.•..•..
~ln. ~u~ p.n~eram.~nte·" s.eaniJlama:~ . las:' Le1:~~ SUritu~as;: ~!l:·;.ESpaDa; ;::.;.~:::':;:: ..:<::..~>~.:> ... <.,.. <':
408· '8.. Cortes :¡;los':"'procüradores:de ::\(Madrldt~:~/l788,) :·;.tom;..:·li;·tvpp~;;.~,91, ....:J .. ,::'.'·/·::::,.:':·:;:'i·;:..':·.,>:<..¡;~··":'

¡:;i~~~i~~l::~;~1::;~i~~I~ff~~~::;.:~~;~;,::\;;'~,j;:?:C{\1
.as Cortes,Yln~eren. "'.~ (Recopilaclon .:~ltJO~ }of': tbe C,()m_~ons m·,.tbe, ~11J1~ .. :~',' ."::::i':.::/::;':.:·,,~·
~e las LeYOll( (Ma,dnd.'1540'>,tom.".o.f'.Rl~~~.t/~o~*hf'~'7~~~".. ....'>".,;, .••.•..

I
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"INTROD• .' The':no'mination "of r'egencies was' subject to.their
approbátion"and they defined the,nature of the'au­
thority to be, intrusted to ,them. " Their ,eonsent
,was esteemed indispensable to tbevalidity of atitle

\.to .the crown, and this prerogative, ,or 'at least ·~the

image of it, has continued to survive' the,' wreclt, of
,theirancient liberties. ss Finally"they more"', than
onceset aside the· testamentary provisions:of :tbe
sovereigns in regard to the, succe~sion. S?,' '. :,1

Its boldness.' Without' going further ¡nto detail f ''enough'~ 'has,
been. sai~ to show,the high po\vers" 'claimed', by ;the
commons, previously to the'fifteenth'century,whlch,
instead of·:beingconfined to'·, ordinary'-subjeets,' qf,
-Iegislation, seem, in some,instarices,:to have; reached
to the exccutive duties·of the administration.':::.·,\;';-It
would, ,indeed,. shów: but ,little '; acq~iaintance,:;:Mt~
the soci~l ~€lndition oí the middleages, to su'ppose
tbat the" practica] exercise;:of,:the~e,'powersálways

corresponde~ with, their tbeory. "We trace lrep~at~d

jilstanc~s," it ',is tru'~,iI¡' which.they" 'were,claimed
, .and successfully exerted; .while, 'on.,:tbe ~ther~hand,

tbe. multiplicity ... of .remedial··statutesi;i>ro~es',!o9.
, , , " i, .~¡ "",,' '~{!:~},B;~:.:':~:\' ;-,

of .the cortes to, be consulted on 'tioD d'~ring the'middle;:~~'~~~;::'yieh\v

.~~~~O~\~~j::~::~~:::!i~e~~Mi~~ie~¡~8~~fo~~::~·,t~~~~,;?,I~
~O.) Their interference in whai,wa:hT~~' ;¿cognition?¡)fJhetitle

'18 s~ generally held ~he p.eculiar oí .tbe beir ,appa,rent, bY:"4aJ~ort~
.provlnce oí the executive, was per-convoked ror:l,ha~p~rpo8~,}¡as,~n
h~ps encour~ed b~ lhe sove~el~, "tinuedto,:bo",:;Qbserv~d),lD:Cast.iJe
''':lth the pohuc deslgn o~ r~~levlng down to, thepreseJl~ tilD~":,:~~F~~
himself oC the, responslbllity of,y Estilo; p.229.':;:::';"\~Tf';'jl);l~~'1ith4:'lf
,measures, ,vhose succe~ must de-." ~ For ,lbe. pr~edl~g;~otiCf):"o

,pend event';lal1y o~ t~elr ~8Uppolt ...¡the cortes.':'sce :'Marma,I/Teo.ria,
.Hallam ~otlces a sImilar, pohcy ~f .part.~2tcap •.'.:13,~'{1P;·(~9,,~~;~~,~,,'~'
t~e, crown"under Edward ID. ln3á 3738 ',::·';·';,~"!~T":~I:t,10"',::J.'!::(.>~'bis vi f th E l:-h' ',...,. t .. >,:",.<('."t"'::-l;"i .. :~.l"¡.:*;,.h."",".', . ew o .. e, Pgw» ',copstitu~' ';:'·"t':'~í::',."Ú'.';: .•~~~~i:':i;'ift;\'Üt1}"',,::: ;r'l~;>

" " " ,,<1, ,¡- : •. "<' ~" ,,/},;:"~"('~;;( ~~,;.,:;..?t~t{~;:t,s:;tr',-';' .
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plainly how oftentbe. rights ·of ..the·· pe.ople :Were' ;in- ~EOTION

vadedby the.violencéoftheprivilegedrord(lrs,or . . l •.

themore artful· and, systematic. ~usurpa:tions:,of,the
crow~.; "But, far fro~ ·.being intimidated:.~by:: .s~ch

acts, the representatives in cortes· w~r~ ..~v~r,·ready
to stand forwardas;··the.··· illtrepid.advocat.es9f:"cQn~.
stitutional :freedotn '-;.~nd :.,th~·; unquali~~d,bc-.l~~~~s·

of their language on:' sU,ch, occasiol)s;:and·.th~:~~~~

seqqentcol,1cessionsof. the:. sov~reig~~ arEL;' ~at~~f~~j '. '.
tory evid~nc.~, of,:the,:re.~ .,exte,nt· ,~f"thei.~ ..·polY~,r;·:
and show· howc'otdially tbey mu~t:;h~v.e,~~.~~n.sup~

..ported; "bj'.public·~pin~~n~ '~.O:':i{rinrn't' "o ,~.~I.. · • " ;:r .r~.~; ~"

.It would,beiYlP~opertI? pass"py, without ~opce :~'l"J
.an a~olllalel1si~stituti~~;'. p~culi~r .tq; pas:ti~,~~ ~~h~~4castl1e ... ' ..
sought .lo; secure.~e;p~.b1ic, '#,~nq~iWty; ;;b:ri;n,~aJl~ . .

...,scarcely,-.. comE'l.ti~le,'itb~~~,elre~<~: :~it~;i~~~il;,~u~P~~~r."··· '.
nation.,.·· 1 ,refer ,;to·the,,-,celeb¡ratecl,:l:lemnandad,.or'.
Holy.B~oth~~h~od,as ·the~ss~piaÚo~·.w~s¡;~()~e;

J nTtimes called, a~aII1e fa~iÍiaf 'tomost readers' ¡ti th~ .
Jively fictionª of.. Le,Sage, though.. ,conveying.tl\(~~e .
no· .•very·ad~ql1ateide~·.of·.,the';:extraordinary}uilé~.·
tions wh~ch.it.·assu~edat.tlíe¡·pétiod,ulldefré\ri~yV.li· .. '!,,;:,
I~steadór ~{;reg1Ílarl y~rgapi~(l,d 'póJi~~,i.i·~~*~~~~\,· ..<;:,.,.> .
slste4 of:~'~onfeder~tión !~t.;·i't4e.';!pri#cipal¡;~i9.e:;lf· "..,.'. .':..!
:~:n~¡~;::q~·~th:~~tle:~:ril~:et~!~ít;~~i~·::'s'·.··., ' ,..........•.....'.; •.••..•.••.'!',¡

anarchy~ ·tts'i~ffaüs\we're·Sébiidu&t~d·:b ~:d~';~tie$~J9:.". c•.•.••.;", •• ;;:~;,:}~~
7h()·~~s~~~'~!~~.~i"s~~;~~ti~i~~aí~';fp~~~~~f{~~~.~~i::·"";;~tf;:j~;(~rit,,,;'f·~i·,
.rans~c~~,..g ':' thei~:;.bu~i~ess: ;,~1lª ~f;\,a,f~()~Dl~~;;;~,~~j::·· . ~•••.;;:¡';l.\ .. '.¡:,;;,f;;':;;i

...- -, ~ '-,. .
" ;';-' .. ,.-,-',

',o '·Y-·-- , "':,--:, ":.'J:," ....:

.. ~', '.< '~<"

!
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INTR,ODUCTION.

wild kind oí justiCe,~ so·characteristic of"'an -Jínset~

tled'state' of ·society; repeatedly rec"eived, tbe ]egis­
lativ'e> sanctioIÍ'; and~ ho\vever,' formidable':,sllch <a·
popular'engine mayO h'ave áppeared 'to>the eye ;.of
the mon~tch, he was often led 'to 'countenanc'e it 'by
a· sense '0(" his'" own' impotence, as" well 'as ·of··:the
'overw~H~ning' 'power of the nobles~· against ··\vh'óm
it was" principally' directed. .' Henc'e": these' 'nssÓCia:';' .'
tio~s,althótigh : the· epithet may' seenf·:somewhat
overstrained, have received the'appellation ~ of~'" 'cor':'
tes" extraordinary." 40 ". . ::',' ..._" . :.'.~ -'/,:1';<1 'j¡';::./;,;. l·~,:,.}.';·

With these immunities; th'e "cities oí: Castlle:'át~

tai~ed adegree' of .opulerice :aiId: splendor'tuhri~
valled, unless in Italy, during th'c'mfddleiages. .Át
a very eárly period; 'ind~ed,<th'eir ·contact~with'.'·"the

Ara~s ,had fánliliar,ized· tliem' witlÍ a·'better ,.syste'nl .
oí agriculture,' ana a: oe'xterity. in' tbe" me¿haniC:arts

. . .... . . . .. '." . '. ." ~

unkilown in otber'pa.rts ofChristendoiri.•41 <:""00:" t~~
.~ "..: ~~" ';,.::'.' ".'< i :, ...,:, ~.( i·.';· .~Ji'.·..::;.... ~: :~';'!'~(\H~·:;;~): ..;;·(l: ;~,J}{:.'~':~":' .

; 40. So at least.they ar/styledby ::con:~and oí th~"Jdng;iBb~(~t-.
~a~lna: .. :See hlS account oC these ..tempt tri collect· anunlawful tax,.he
lnstltutlons; (Teoría, part. 2, cap. shall be' put lo 'death,on thespo,t:•.
39;·) also Salazar de Mendoza? Art .9' '.' . '\' :~••~ •• i "1.": ',HiHl1,t·.

(Monarquía, "lib..~, ..cap.. 15, .16,) . \ 4i ~·ee·: .:Se~pere~.,. H:~t~ria':' ~él
. and Sempere, (HIStOIre des Cortes,' Luxo," tonü.i.·' p.;; 97~ ..~. Masdeu;'

chap~~' 12, 1~.) , . O~e hun~red citi~s . Hist. '. Critica,. :tom.. ~. xiii.... n.o~~:' 90,
assoClated ID the Hermandad' oC · 91.·...;.,.; Goldand· silver;·t.ctinobsly

. 1315.:' In that 0(.129.5,-, we~e j~ii- l\Vronght 'ioto' plate,~~'Ye~e;p~ort•
. tY-~Q~r... ~he knlghts and,lnfenor ed,in considerable 'qúantlüe8~ lrf?m
noblh.ty .frequentIy ma~e pan ofthe ',;, Spaio', in, the~: tenth··~'.and· eleventh
assoCla~10n •.: .Th~ articl~s" ~f: ,c~~...1-' ~ent~r~e8.·,.:Theywere ipú~~":.use~
f~derati~n'a~e .glven' by- Rlsco,m· í m tba chnrébes.,,~tThe·:tiaraot~be
hlS conbn~. a.hon of~orez. '(Espaiia¡ pop~ 'W~ 80 richlYJJi.~ruste.d.::·.~.t.b
Sagrada, . (Madnd, 1775-,1826,).the'préolous' meta18;'~8aY8~~asdeu,
t~.~'Vl~p.162.) In on~.~fthese',.as:toreceivo',the, riaDie·:of~.',~~()~

: artlcles lt 18 dec~ared, that, ir any :clÍ8,ta~ :·,T<~~:. familiar..·'use..·.of:t~e.~
noble ISh~ll.depnve. a 'member oC . metals ·i88~,omamen.t8 ,"oC:<dresal '19
.t~e a~~clat.lon ~of h~ property, and. :.'attested.by.the' ancient:iloem;,~f tbe
. refuse .restltutlon, hIS hansa': sball ~ u Cid.J'.~., .. Seel;hf;:pamcular,;¡,tbe
~e razed t~ the, gr~and. ,(Art. ,4.) icoatume ,oC ¡tbei;,PIlJD~a~o~!;1~'
n another, that Ir any one, by , 3000 etseq;;:r)~~" ;;~tj~\;;!,/,('>
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.occupation. p~.:a. co~quéred:·t~wn~JWe:find~t"di~trib':'~~il.~~ ..
uted intó .:qtiarters ;'ar: 'districtSt fappropriated: lto "the" ·
s~vera¡;:"crafts;,! \vhose'· ,members~) weté:f. inc'orpOfél,ted' ,',

.. ,. ... . • . ~ .'~. ,. t .. '0-' .,. ~ • • • ••

inta,,'gtiilds"; under,:;the"'~reg'u]atioIi;9f; :IIia\gistrat~~:·and~.;

,by~láws.'.of: :their'" OWIl": 'appointmeIit~:h?~I~~t~a:4 "Qt tJte; ,
. ": .' ",' . . ":.... ". 'l" ",t" . \lo ' •

unworthy"disrep'ute~ into~: which ;' jthe ~:. m'ore ,;:humble~

,~c'cupations:' :Jiave~.'i since,:'(fallen~ .irt:'/:,Spa~ü;'~ thej<}!e;i:~e" ,
• ... : • '~~ , 1" • fl ..... 1'" .... , •• ,,~ ,¡j .

foster'ed ',by·' 'fliberé;ll.;:;pátfoh~gé~'.:~aD·d' .th~i.r "profé~sor.s~ .
in:: sorne :~, iristarices.~ ~:eleváted.,1(r·~ tHe-:'ian,k' 'pf.~khight~),

• /" ':' ¡:. ,," 4J ••• !'" .. . ... . .. ' '. f!'..' • ',' . .,.

hood~4~;'l : .. The'~'excéllei1t: brced 'oí,:, s.hee'p;:';,wltiC~~,early;'·
becamer,':the" subje~trl oC:~' leglslatív~'~~,~oliciiúde~,r,fu~~t

,nished -' ,themi; :witii':~n::'im portáIlt istapl~; which, ;~tePl .
getheri,~ith::th~¡simplera manufac~(ues;:·r~q;,th.e; .'....'...'; '.

.various,¡·products oCl ti ~ptóJific:s'óil; tf~~med ;~i~e ~'"i~.a~~~t ..
rials 'of; a'prafitable :coinmél"c'~;4S~i:~4ugm~ntat.ip#,ofr

. . . . .. .... '" .'::"" ,.;'.;~g,\:\t;lyJn:iA,dlí f!:~a¡ .

ió:Y~e~~~~~~s1:s~:~~~~~t~~:¡;~~~~;th~:~~~t:~~~h~~= .. ..
16~7;) pp.74,.75.--~empere, Hl&-,~ andsouth, .~efore thos~ o(,any oth- ",' ,: ." . :~':"'::,>~;l

t.o~a ~~e~li~~¿~:;:¡ lSe~iei ~ie~\Ge::~:tDi~i:::frióG~~~~! .' .... ,.;,'-}';".¡
~cribe~th~t city,~bo~~ the.';midd~~~~ Histáric?';.4o' ~~~ña,:,.p~r I~, R~~.'~'" "' 'O"~; ,,"'" ",:,:;'.:'~':.>::,:
?f the fiftec!lt~ cell~ury t' as" p~~ess.:< ',AcadeIIilD/ ,,~e. ~~'~~8tOrl~,' (~~~,~J .""" '>',. ': ". . ',: ;.. .
lng a llour~shlng·complerc~J ...and a\;'J~02t)1 ~~~~ 1;~p.,.~~.~.);<J~.~:~,:1~,::;t(,/:i : " ' .. roO, :,'_-:'>.
d.~gre~ . oC 9P~lence .u~exampled, ,'" The ~stlttitioil '~or ~'the mutiJ "IS' , " . ": '~":~~:';1
Sl~ce the,l.conque_st: ~ It was. ~il~ed,; ,rere~~,: 8~IB:~.Lab~r~~~".(~~in'é~~~, " - , .., ','.1 :;',-': >-.'>.,':~,
)"lthan actlye popnlatlon employed'; .Descnptlf': de l'ESpape ¡¡ (~ans;' . ~ " "':
In' the yarion8. ~echanio' ar18•.::, -Itsft 1~27'-J83~ l.t9m.'iv. p~~~1~),:tO.t~~t " .. ", '::. ,;' ,,: ....>. '~:.,'~ '.::'
domestlc .,fa~rlcsl .a~ ·~~1~, ~,.n~tu~ ..:., mld~e or,.t~e;"~o~~~,~.~·.:·c~nt':l:ry'.;~ ", .o ~ : .. ~ ,,_ ",:., '.' .,' ;'::":••:;':.'¡,::,.:
tal ,~rodu~tst"ot, oU'·)~'ln~;·'·w~~l,.~s wh~n:th~"~ea~ p~ag~e,t~~~~'~e'i:' '::"::_.' \':-';-,,' ,::>~:: ..~;...
&c.tsuppbe~ ~ trade.~th ~ce,\ vas~~d.,th~. Countrr SP,~~Y/J~~ft:~, ... \ :>'~,::_,,_c: , ,:.<,>.,«~.<.'
,~la~~ers,.It~l~~ and·E~gl~~,~.·,' (Z~""t: ·I~ge,;. d~p~pula~~.~~,~tsfope.~·~.~~~r ~;',": -':-'- . :':;.- .. ','_'.' : ":'<:«;1':'
,ll.lga, Annales, ~e; S~V111~, .. p~;~41~~~:¡>~t~g~~\;~;,~~~;,~pOP~t,Op~10~:' ~,.'-"', :', " ,-: ';', , ..:'.:<')~:")~:" ~LSee a1ao Sempere, Hlst~n~',~el:'.,18 eln!~~Qu~,,~,~l~~~c(it:~~pg~d}h~: i' ,., ... , "'.;._"~)'? '':,>:. ~

u;x:~, p.:8,~' opta ~~.4Í) \.~.The.;.por~~ .. ~attent10n;.,~r·,q~~p~~,~~t'.1 'd~}f~~,~ ". .' _:.: ','>.~::,<:~;':~'~·,.:i
,~~ll!cay t:wh1cJ:r,)eJonged ~9, ~~e ' , ,CllD,!~.th8y~u~Ject ~f. ~!lg~~~~O!!:;~~ ..... >. :,;:i' .¡,~::;('.;: ;~.'::>t:'

lian ~ow~,~W;~l~.,tlie .. mart8.of -¡' ~clen~Y:1.~ ·.1~7~)~~~~~:AJ!'?~~ '".. ::' :.";:<·'~';:':<:l'/:""~~,~:\:;\:>:>
an.~xte~sIV:~~~,d~< ~lth ..!~e ':!l0~'",I t~~,,)YU!~~;~;~;(~e,~.::,~~ss~~y~ ~~~u~li}·.: ,.,:., .':.~: >, .-~ :.~;, ..:>~í/<:<>' ;
dUllng. ,:' .~Ae:\ th~eenth:'!ana :.rour-., Inst1tuclonet,:]nt.ro~:· p.:·56~lr P~~" . ': ~ .. (:'.. ',", >':: .; '-, o, ':-::~.;',::'
;teentli centun-na 'Th-" .;.'. ,.:"'f. ¡ '~Ili" .'é' >~f", "I.-!J: ·es'"·(tlíS~ro)·"é"'ti, "" .... ' .: ". :.'.,•. ', ,,".1--:::: >;,

'~ .. "'~. ' ~¡ 18, provmce . manv ,_ OW, verlliuall~. ..' G. . ,'", _ .... ,... _c •••• ~. 1,entered into ., ,' d····> ." ." H"I ~I'.'· .J' ",,~.~ u'.' , '.'''' n<>,t:, " t+ap;" r; r ~',.' ? " '~, ,-,' .. oo. ' '',' • - ,<,.,: oo' " ~ "'1
" '< , .. ,'"r~~e~te .\ treaUes ,oí.",.' lmprovement m' e. uT~e o . nan..·.·~.' .,,': :" :'" ..f.. ", . h,,-: ¡ ",;':, ~~•.~:l;,',;),: -eoromar,...A ·m·th F . j ,\~. t· ldw~ ,,' ·H'.l1.;.:' 'L:' ' -~.',~': ~tt1,! "yl" '139".I''',f'~,.. ,¡ " . ''' .... , ' , .... " ,-'~. '1 .~'

"'Or, - rance an ~ng~"!í lSu 8ue~ ltoro neyear. 4;t' Wnen . " ,:l ".," ,'~,..', :' '-<' '/<';;:'
lan~ ..; ..~d.,Áei faetories werif:.eS-::: Cathaiiitli :¿ilcLlilicas(er: ~~. ,:; ..'//,.:;: ,Ji);;,:\ .
tabhshed at Brit 0'. I th' "'''l~' ,\',',1,' ·tlith· ';'¡'ult.¡.· '·"í!.:! Hn"\/d ' ~,' .," ,;1. -,_; .":',-~' ,';':,"_',.0' ';::'1'>,>.,'",'_'
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INTRODUCT~ON·

lNTROD~, waalth' hrought:wi~h"it. the, usualapp~tit~.~for~e~~
pensive.pleasures; and tbe popular diff\lsio~,C)f ~ux~:,
~ry, jn 't.he' fourteenth and fiftee:pth,~enturie~ ..is:,
~ttested py the fashiol1a~le. invect.iy~C?f: th~,s~ti~i~t~r,

al)d by th~ impotenee of, te'peate4'sumptuaryc,na.ct~,',
mel).t~.-u : Much Qf th~s superfluo~s:.,v~~lth" .h9~"~

ever, wa&' e~pende.d on the constr9~tion, ;of; \l~efl.l~'

publi.c .works, , .'Cities, from: which .the.. no~le.~,.pad.~ ..
onC«3 ·been. so jealously excluded, ,came:,no\y to·. ~e~' .
their favorite residence.45 But,while, their sump\\
tuous edifices and splendid, i:etinu~s. da~zl.ecl; ~t~~r

, eyes .of tbe peaceful ,burghe~s,. tbeir' t~r~ul~~t~ sp~~~t..\
was pr.eparing th~ way. for tho~e dis.~al:·~ ~~en~s,.: 1«?~·,.

faction, which .convulsed the littl~:. comm~nw~~lth.~· ..
lo ': tbeir .ceJ"ltre. duriQg ,h(l. latte,~,,:: h.al( "9f.,)th~ .>.fifh4.· :

\ teenth centur:f. " " ""'.,," "

..Th~.:. 'H()~rishin~. ~Qndjtion'of' th.e ... c~mmuni,ties:.,·
, " - . ....,.. . • ..I". l~. ,. . •

, --.... ~.
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gave their ,representatives a proportionáHnereaSe'of $ECrON

imp'ortanee in ,the national' asseinbly~' ,:;,'Tlié liberties' p 'ooo'r"'>
. . ' . erl o :,

of the·· 'people ~secmedi to ~ take'deeper ,roótJin the ~~~~i~~~st ,"

midst ofthose I :politícal convuIsioris,so frequent in- :~n~~m­

Castila, .·\vhich"'·unsettled ,.the·· ancientr p~erogatives
of the'crow'h~::i<'Every n'ew'revolution'was ,fo~lowed' .
by neW'cóncessions on' .the .pari. of·:the ,sovereign,'
arid' the' 'popular ':authority" coIÍtinued to··advance.
with a'steady /'prógress"until thé accessioÍl,of·Henry
the Third,·'of Trastamara,~n1393,~when itmay,::be'
said tO'7havé':" reached',' 'its zenith.-,.·L;~.'Adisputed .title·
and" a.' disastrous ";'war; ;'cámpelled- the'fathér··of: tbis
prince;'~John the. Firsi;~tQ·:treat.;the·.common'stWith~a"

deference Ullknown ,tolíis<predecessors.' ,';lWerfind
fanror tneir. 'Du'mbér':adinitted '~'irito ~ bis :.:.priyy ,cóun~:','

eH, an'(f si~ ass(>cíated, in'the" rege~cy,rto;:which,',he .. '
confidea thé·governmént·o~:the ';kingd9m ': dU~l!ing 'Iiis .
son's minority~46:':A reínarkablefact,wliicn occurred

JUN in tlíis l1eign, ·sliowjngthe imporlanfad'Vane~smad~

by the eommonsin political'estimatio~,was thesub.. ··•
stituti?n;()fth«f'so~~ oí,burgess,é~,r.0rán::eqúCll:~:~ulÍJn'
ber,of .i~o~~~~(,thit'llobility,~ho':,~ere!s~i}lüláied·;t~; ..
be·delive'redairhostélges foi· tlí~Julñlm~ft(.ºrj#;Y~ií,~Y:·';

With,~ort?gal,iP:.'J~~~~,~t,;,~P~!~!'~~m~¡~~;;~9g~~P~9~,'.
to. notlee~' ~~, :~~~] prst;chaptér:'pf;,~~:J1~~!O~y:~¡~~~e.': ,'.
of '. th~ qircutiist~n9'es';,whiéh;"~o~tclbtÍil#g)to~~~der~,v',: .
mine: ~he pow~r' oí .~I1e':c~1Í1m9D's~ .prepare~;!:t1i~;}Vay ,.. .'. '. .', :\'.
fo~, tli~'~yentúar~ubv~rsion ofJne constiitíiioiU:~I~i:,"" .", ·.»

, ',;, ,,~",',. '"",,',, '<~' '",,_,', \. "' ,...¡::,.'" ..~",.,I <AL,: ~'~';":>'r~~''\'~'';'''f,.f,~::, ..., ,,' " "", ": __ ,
, J: • <-;,' ',,;),"'''I,.;·,¡' I1 '~ , l. " i' $, i'''l>tl'~ t'~li"~ ,\",'<, '~P""'~~~""f"'.,~' 'J' ", • ':, ' ,q ~ ~, ~"" ~~o\-. {,t,",: ,~~;II"'''tl oj. "'~.~ \t~~ .II~.f ."I~~",f)SJ'i1 ~ ,,~,' J ~~~ ~1~ "111, ' I r

28 ~Marin.a:, ~o~á~"'p'art_ 2~ \~ap;, t~eY'Dot ~b ~~':rep~a~ by'ju~ " ,~" ' >! ~, " :

lib- ,~an~na,1 ~~- '~e"E8p~~at. ' 1'!-sconsul~t1whose atumes'and sen- ',,' t ;" , • : '," ,',

oC· ~~, caP: 15~~-'~e \adun881?~ .' timents{"1I!e1~ed': ~em; le~··to: th~~~, r, '. '",,' "',:,

CltlZen8 ,lntQ tbe king's council, popular.. .l1dé~ than~:~::, ~~t::' 01 pre-' {;, ." ,', , ,', . ~,'
'\Vould have ~onnd·' ti" 1" • ~ 'l ~~" '" ~ "'''' j. ~ .' ~' •• .1 t·" ' "tant e l' e a most unpor-, ro~ ve.~:~':'*'~;·~i ',:'<~li('i,'r f::' ,mr'; I '''''H*~;''~'~'' "tt' , ' , ',',' ~.,,'

poch for the commons,ltad 7 Ibid. t lib.,18. cap~ 17.: "'.' , ' . ,,',.: ' ,:,,_,:",~.',:~':~,~
VOL. l. . .1.. " ."",'~""'" ,.;.~",,·-;<;~':,;:~t;~~':,;" . ' -, ',' _ ';, " . ~ -. . '-~. -, '

.',., ;, ',;';"::/:';:': <":<':,::i~(:"
-.' , :~ ',:: - • l • .'i- .,:.:' ).', ;<, '" -:',-',.-.-..

....;: .<,,,., " " ... ". ,.':"
,.- - ... ".;~., ',,; ',:': '._,'::,1-,':."::/'.,;:,: .f" I~'.::'_'.'~::;_ ','.... " "

1'- •• _ : • J '•• ,,\,::; o:: ':., -,,: ~,:.:':~:-_~: ...
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lviii INTRODUCTION.

"" ;

.. 48 .Castilla.; Sea Salazar de Men- . se perdiéron, ..". ·r', ~lfd;;- ,
daza, Monarquía, tom. i. p. 108. _ Yen eele 'oftclo pn6

1
··!···'\" itJ..' .'1> ;.", .

L " · .. I Lal rentaa y 10. vun 01" .
lvy.mentions tbe great number oC.. :.i Que le dléron."· , ,~ 'r 'i

~?ese .to~ers i~ SJl~in .i~ his day. "., .. , .. "Copl~ de ~anrlque, ~?~JaSl. "
]M.ult~s et loClS alt1spOSltas turres. .. .. líO Aseo: and Manuel> denve Pte

HIspanlahabet.'" (Lib.. 22, cap.introduclion oC,fiefs' int~,Casti1e,
19.) -A castle was emblazoned'on .from Catalonia~' .' (Instituciones, p.

, the escntcheo~ of Castile, ~s far 96.)' The twel!_~.8ixth,ti~e,E~rt.
bac~ ~ the telgn of Urraca, In the - 4, oC Alfonso X.'8 .code~ (Sl~te
beglnn~ng oí t11a twelfth century, ~ Partidas

t
) r'~ treats )¡ exclusiv~]~ oí

accordlng to Salazar de Mendoza, them.' (De 'los Feu'dos.) .The laws
(Monarquía, tom. L· p. 142,) al·, 2, 4 5 are expresely devoted ,to a
though Garibay discer!ls no vestige briaf e~position oC,tlie !,a.tur~ ~f a
of these arme on any lDstrument oc' fief' the ceremonies oC 'lnvestitUtB¡
a.much older date than the begin- and the reciproca}· obliptíoDS o
Dlng oí .the. thirteenth cent~ry. lord and .vass~l." Th~e o~theJd~;

".C~mpendio, lIb. 12, cap. 32. ter conslSted lD'keeplDIJ h~ l~r t
~.49 .~4'Hizo guerra a 101 Moro,»' ,,-o :. counsel, .maintaining. '~Wlln~br~~

. . Ganando su. fortalezas . . and aiding him in' wat/ " '"' .!~' h'. . y BUS villas. h. h " ."" alles ID t 19
. Y.en las lides que vencl6 t lS, 't ere ~re. 8DOII} 11 " '$3ges

Caballeros ycaballos ' code, a~d,~"ti1,~ '~~re~.~~,~ ~w~
. ..:: :..j:,)~,IQ~t

. The .peculiar situation of Castile,which ,ha<J· been
, so :favorable .10 popular rights,was emipently.;~o:to
tbóse. :of the aristocracy•.. The nobles, embarked
.with their sovereign in. the same co~mon .enterprise
of .rescuiÍlg· their ancient" patrimony' fro,m,its,v "in,­
vaders, f~lt entitled too divide ~ith llim tbe spoil~Qf

victory•. : Issuing .forth, at the headof<their,~ow~

retainers, from their str~ng-holds' or,~castles, (the .
greatnunlber of which was, originally;"implieQ¡ ..in
tbe ~ame of' the' country,)48 theywere}~ontinually

enlargingtheeircúitof their, territories,with::'J10
otberassistance than that oí theil· owngoodswords~49
This independent mode ofeffecting: tbeir: co~quests
would appear unfavorable Otothe jntroductioni oí ,.the
feudal' systeIri," which, ..although: ;'jts exis,teilQe.;'·,in
qastile -.is . Qlearli)J ,asaerti;lined f 'DN' ]~osit:~~~ :lªw,:~s a .
wel} ,as ,usage, ne:verln~e~ailed. /t0 an~'Jhing ~'l~~~; ;~he

·same· extenf ,as .it; did, in the: ,s.ister;:.kingd9Ill.:9f
"A!Fagon, and other'parts of Europe.~o '~:: , .

10 • • , ~ ".'.
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