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remarkable: for his independent resistance'of ,papal
encroachment; .. butthe. 'peculiarity .oí 'his: situa~ion·. --
subjected .. him' in 'an úncommon degree to ecclesias-.' .
tical· in~~ence at' horne.,: .Priests 'mingled ~iIÍ; the ..
counciland.the· camp,and; arrayed in. the~r:sacer~

dotal: robes, IÍot uIifrequéntly·led>:the·,armie~,·,tó:·

battle•. IS' '. ~ They interpreted.: the ;wilL of..:Heaven.as
mysteriously. revealed ',in' dreams·,and:visions~·· :;· ..Mir~ ..

~ . . .

acles' ·were·. á, .. familiar'. occurre'nce". >,;·The '~vio]ate"d

tombs of. the '.saints s'ent forth: thuncfers ·and· ·light-
nings .to consume' the .invaders.'; :and, ..w~en "the .
Christians fain,ted:. ,in .. :the.. fight, ..tbe.: appari~i6n' Qf,
their patron,' St. :James,.'.. molinted:. an'.8o 'milk-~hite

steed,.and. beari~g:,'aloft~ .tIle>b.anner ·of..the .. cross,
was 'seen ~}jovering·. in ·'the.air, to rallytheir b!oke'n"
squadrons, ando lead.. them :'ori ..to victorY. 14' Thus

f ","

. . .

. 13 The archbishops; ofToleilo,:: iODS, ano a knight'sportion oC the
whose revenues and retinues' faro . ~Qoils oC.every victory over .tha

Tex~eedea those 01 the other ecclesi· . Mussulmans. . ... The privile$io. del '.
astl~S, were particularly eonspicu- .. voto, as it is ca~led,. is g~ve~. at
ous In. the,se holy wars. 'Manana,:. length by Florez lnhls Coll~ctl(~n,'
speaklog oC one ofthese belligerent.:.. (España ·.Sagrada,'·., tome .XlX. p., '.
prel~tes,consider.s·i~.worthy oren.;: '329,) and is' unhes~tatin~ly ~ited'· .

. C
d

0I1:11um,. that ~'-lt '18: not· casy .to .' ~ymo~t. oí ;the~panIshhlstorlans,. .
e~lde whether he was most con- as Ganbay, Manana, Morales, and

~plCUouS .for his 'good government:·. others..-'More. sharp-sighted: crit-.:
~n peace, or his conduct and valor ;, ies discover, in ita anaehronisms,'
In war." ' Hist. de Espaiia" tom. n.. ,and othar palpable blunders, ample .
p. 14.'. . . .'~ .', .. ' .... ;. ". , <...:t" evidence oí its forg~ry. :(l\fondejar,

14 ~~e mst ocmlsion,'on :which':Advertencias'á"la História de Mari..... .
the mlhtar~ apostle' condescended " ana':{Vale~cia,; ~746~)~o .. 157,~~
to reveal hlmself .to tha Leonese,. Masdeu, Hlstona Critlca deEspalla"
'W
A

as the memorable day of.qlavijo,'·· .y de ~aCDltura. ;Españ?la, (M~rid,,'
• D. 844, when70,OOO lolidels.. J783~1805,) tom. XVI. supl•..JB.;), .

fehll on the field." Fromthat time,'; Th~ canona ,oí Compostell!Jo, ho~v.• ~ .'
t. e Dame oí St.·Jago,.became. the,' er, seem to l)avefound theu account,"
battIe-cry oí the ~paniards~. The.in i~~ a~ t~e-tributeoí ~,oo~cheer.,··.
tru~h .oí the .storYl~ .attested ~ by a . w~lch.. lt lmpo~ed, eont~n~ed,;.t? •.be.
contempo.rary char~r oí Ranuro l •. · 'pald by sorne .of·th~ . Ca~t111an.· ..
~the churchof.thesaint;granting· towns,,a~cordin~to.~ana.nat .. l~.~is.,: .

.lt . an annual tribute ~.of ~orn· a.nd. day.,:'.~~~ .d~: ~spana, .to~ •.) .• ·.P,~~ .:.
\VIne f~oIll. the. tOWDS In hls·domm.::·'4.16•. '··~· . .... :; .;,:' .. ' : ... :.
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, 15 French, F1emish, ltalian, and' nal de las· Chr6nicas de Espaiia~.,'
. English volunteers, led by meo of (Barcelona, 1628,) lib. 12, cap_,SS.) ..
distinguished rank, are recordad by 'rhe crosadas in 8pain were as ra-, "
the Spanish writers lo haya been tiona! enterprises, as those' in 'the .
present at the .sieges of Toledo, East· were vain and chimerical.,, .
Liaban-, AIgeziras, and various otb.. Pope. Pascal ll. acted like a' ..man:,. .;

. era. More tbansixty, or,as sorne oí sense, when he "sent ,back,ce~".
aecounts state, a hundred thousand, ' tain Spanish ad.enturers, who ~ad'~,'«
io~ned the anny before tbe battle of embarked in the wam of Palestme,. '' .
Navas de Tolosa; a. round exag·· telling tbem, that "the cause of.re·, .'
geration, which,. however, implica ligion conld be mnch better ,~erv.~d'- ,'"
t~e greatnumber oí such auxilia- by them at' home.". '; '<"

nes.- .(Garibay, Com·pendio ,Histo':' " " .. , .' ..,:. ,..

' ... , .

'., '¡" .

lN'rROD. the Spaniard'looked upon· biiilself,.as· in apeculiar"
manner" the cale of Providence. ,. For himthe. laws.'
vE nature were~ suspended. He was a soldier or·,
th'e Cross, fighting not only for his country, but fot,
Christendom.,· Indeed, volunteers· from .the remot~;

est pans of Christendom eagerly, thronged to serve,
under .his banner;. and' the, cause', oí religion' ,was
debated with the same' ardor in Spain,," as on tbe.
plairis, 'of ·Palestine. 15 Hence the national charac
ter becameexalted by a religious fervor,·which"in
later days, alas! 1 settled into afierce' fanaticism.,
Bence tbat. solicitude for. the. purity oí the, faith,:
the peculiar 'boast "of the Spaniards, 'and .that deep.
tinge of superstition, for which they have ·ever been.,.
disti~guished aboye. the. other .nations oí Europe..'·
. .The long ,vars with the Mahometans .served ~o : ,
keep alive in .theit bosoms the af¡dent glow of pa-,
triotism; arid this was s'till :further 'heightened..by. ,

D,l,tne body of traditionalminstrelsy, which comme~
orated' in these, wars the' heroico deeds of tbeir' an~; .
cestors. rrhe infiuence of sueh popular compos~....
tions on ,a simple people' isundeniable~ ·'A.· saga';'.·~:' ,
cious" critic ventures. to pronounce the ·poems .oí..
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'. 16 See H~~ren~' Po1iti~s '~f'An~ ,'puted.achi~vemen~s of~ the " Ci~ j, .

Clent· Greece, translated by Ban- have restad' from tune'lmmemonal,
croft, cha~.7. ...-',...,. .' .~. and. concludes with; tha startling
. 11 The ol(lest manuscript .extant assertion, that u oC Rodrigo Diaz,
o~ this poem, (still preserved at el Campea~or,:weabsolutel)'; know .
Blvar, the hera'a birth-plaee,) bears .nothing, wlth any degree oí prona- .
the date of 1207, ar at latest 1307, lji1ity, not even bis existence ! "
foro there is some obscurity in .the XHist. Critica" tome xx.. p•. 370.)
wnting. Ita .learned· editort ,~a~.. · There are, probablI few. oC, his .
c~hez, has.oeen led By¡ tne pecuharl- . countrymen, that will. thus caony
!l~S oC ita orthography, metre, and .acquiesce in the annihilation oí
ldlom, .to .refer ita eomposition to as .their favorite 'hero,whose explóits
,edarIy a date as 1153. (Co~e~cion~bave been tbe burden ,oí chlo~icl~, .
. e ~oesias Castellanas a.nterlores· 'as well as, romance, from. the
:S~~lo XV. "(Madri~J ~77.97.~O,l,. twelfthceniury down' to the.pres-

In. 1. p. 223.) . ,.... . ,.. ..".. ' ent day.· . . . ' .. '. .
.S~me oC the la~e Spanish ant!. ~hey may~d 3:warI~t foro

q~an~s hav~ manlfosted a skepti- thell fon~ credullty" ID the .dlSpas- .c1m l!l relatlon to the" Cid," trnIy .Bionate Judgment of one oC the
adaroung. ~ ,,?lume was publiah.. g~eatest o( modern historians, J~hn .
e at Madr~d, In, 1792, by Risco, Muller, who, 80 tal fr9m doubtlng ;.
un~er the title of re Castilla, o Ríe- the existence oC the Campeador, ".
thorlade Rodrigo Diaz," ~c.t which '.haS succeeded, in' biS own opinion
t e wort~y father ushered iuto the at least, in clearing from bis hiato-'
\Vorld :wlth D;luch solemnity,"as a ,ry the "mista oC fabl~ and extrav..'
transcrlpt of an original manuscript .agance.," in which ,it has; been
coe

d
Val with the'~i!D~ ~f:tha uCid,"·.shrouded...:: See, ..hiS.,·Life.. ·:.of: the :...:.'

~n fortunately discovered by ~inl' ,.Cid, appenq,ed. to.:Escobar's u. ~o-"?' .
In an obscura corner ~f,some' Leo- mancero,JI '. edite~; by· .the learn.oo·:·d:S6 .mon~stery•. (Pr61o~o.). ~as-; and estimable Dr. ~uli~s'. ,()f lJ.edin.·· '. .
d u, In an analys18 oí., thlS preclous.:Frankfortt 1828.~~:~·~~·U·':'; . '.'/ ~:'~;'~" .
~Cument, has been led lo scruti·'· 18 A·. moderll"minstrel: inveighs:,·<"

JUze the grQ~nd8, on which tha r~" .lpudlyagainst tbis, e4arity., ~f bis .' ,:
.VOL~· I ... ,>, "f" ..,.,. ' .....

.... . . .' '.
. '.. .

Homerthe principal:bona 'which'unitedtheGre~ SEOI~ION

cianstates,·16 Such an opinion maybe. de~med --
somewhat ext~ava·gant .. It cannotbe·.doubted,~how-

·.ever,:that·a. poe~ like that of the"'·Cid;~.'.which.ap~

peared as':earlyas the tw~lfth·century,·17. by. calliIig'
up, tbemostinspiring national recollections··incoÍl
nexion·~ith, their favo,rite hero, must have' operated
po,verfully on the moral sensihilities of the, people.···' ,'"

. \. .

It is· pleasiJ;1g to <?bserve" in the cordial, spirit: of: ::~:; J,.~~:

theseearly eifusions, littleof the ferociolÍs 'bigotry' fidel. "

which sullied the character.of the nation. in' after.
,ages. 1

,8 '.... T.he;Mahometans .of ,this··period far excel~



"'--'-' ~,-~,-" ..:., ~ ~ _-------- ' ...

INTR9DUCTIO~.

ancestors, wlio devofed tlieir "can- pa1ace ;wñen the Moorish chiva}...
tos de cigarra," to the glorification ry, after paying tbeir obeisance to
oi this " Moorish, rabble," instead .her in' the most respectful 'manner,
of celebrating the prowess oí the .instantly raised the siega, and de.-
Cid, Bernardo, and ather worthies parted. (Ferraras, Hiatoire Géné...
of their own nation. His disconr- ra~e d'Espag-ne, traduite par d'H~.~..
te8Y, however, is well rebuked by milly, (Parls, 1742-51',) tom.1l1.
a more generons brother oí tbe 'p. 410.) ,,It was a frequent, occur-
craft. ,', rance to restare a noble calltive to

"No es culpa si de los Moro! liberty without ransom,"and even
los valientes'hechos cantan. with costly presenta.' Thus Alfan...

, pues tanto mas resplandecen 'so XI. 'sent back to their fatbar
' nuestras celebres hazañas;
que el encarecer los hechos " two daughters oí a Moorish' princé,

, del vencido en la batalla, , 'who formed ,3rt. 0.f th,e, ·~Oil.8 oc.
• ' . engrandece al vencedor, ", b T J!. (

,aunque no hablen de el palabra." the attla O' anla.,' .allana,
Duran, Romancero de Romances Hist. de -España,. tomo ii. 'p.' '32.-)

l\1orl8c08, (l\Iadrid, 1828,) p.221. When, this sama Castilian sove-
19 When the empr~ss qu~en oí 'reigo, after a 'career' of,almost,uri

Alfonso VIT. was. besleged" In the interrupted victory ovar the Mo~
castle of Azeca, In 1139,. abe re.. lema, died of tha plague -befare
pro~hed the Moslem ,cavaliers ror ' Gibralt~r, in 1350, ·tha' knigJ¡ts. óC
~helr wa~t oí eourtesy and courage ' Granada put on mourning, for bun,

'lt.t attackin~ a fortress defended by saying, , that ",' u'he W3S' '~' noble
.. ~fe~ale. They acknowledged the' pnnce, and one', that knew how'~o

Justtce oí the rebuke, and only re- honor his enemies 8S well ashlS
quested that shewould condescend friends." Conde' Dominacion, ,de

'to ahow herselí to them from har los Arabes, ,tom~ fu. p. 149~':'~ ~';:' :,:
, "':. <'~; ." /,'

t'''. ':",

....

INTROD. led' their enemies in general refinement, and' ~ad
carried sorne., branches, of -intellectuaI" culture to 'a
.height scarcely' surpassed by Europeans in' Iater

· ,times.: The Christians, therefore, notwithstanding
,their- political, ave'Ision to the Saracens, conceded to
,them.,a 'degree of respect, which subsided into' fe~l
:ings óf ,a very different complexion, as they, them-

Thelr chiv- ,selves rose in the scale of, civilization. ' This senti-
alry.

m'ent of respect tempered the feroeity",of a warfare,
which, although sufficiently disastrous in its'details,
affords:exainples oí a generous courtesy, that,would
do honor to ,th~ politest ages 'oí' Europe. 19

." ~"p.e'

Spanis~ ,Arabs were accomplis~e~ ~n, all knigh~]y ,
.exercises, an'd'their natural, fori~ness ' ror 'm~gnifi-

c~nce, which shed a lustre ov~r. the rugged features

,xlii
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of .chivalry, easily. co~municated itself to thErChris-'
·tian .. cavaliers.·:.: In ...the. i~tervals' of.:, peace; ,t~esé ,-o-

\latter. 'frequente~ the courts of the, Moorish. pr~nces,
.and .mingled .. with .~heir adversari~s in' the.c~mpa~~~ .',
tivelypeace~uJ :pléasures ~f the'· ~ourrteY,. as .in, ;wa.~
they::vied with:'·them in :feats.pf·Quixotic· galla~try~'~ ;.. : . ~,: ".

.,The .: nát~re of.. this warfare; bétween .. two- nations~
inhabitants of the ~same .. c~untrY; yet so dissi,milar: in
their' religious and social institutions, as t~ bealmbst
the natural enemies ·of~:eac.h·. other,. was' extremely
favorable to, the ,..exhibition~ or, the characteristic vir-

• 1 M .. ,.......

tues of chiva~ry....·.:,- ..The·,:..,coÍ1tig~ity ... ·of: the: ~osti~e .
·parti~s a,fforded ·abtindant·.-opportuniti~s'. fOfo perso~al

rencounter.··· áild' :bold "~omantic:·. ent.erprise~ .. ,.;' E~~~
natión, had ~·-¡ts.,,: regular. 'military~:·.~s:socia~ions', ·:·w~o.

-SWore ,to .devote ,their; 'lives. 'tothe .:senvice "of' 'God
·andth~ircountr.Yiin p~r.pet~al war, againsttñe infl
del. 21

... The SBanishknight .became the true.he~o.
J

. . ~

· ."· " '-,

;.', :.',.

• )1;",

. ,~. .. ' .

. ~ rOneofthé.most ~xtraordinary!stenceoranArabic mil.ita~y:or~er,..
achlevements, .In thlS way,:,.w~.. ~ recorded 'by Conde.·, (Domlna-.·
that o! the grand'master oC Alean';'· ·'.C10n de los~Arabes, tom.l. p~.619, '.
tara, In 1394, who, afier. ineffectu- .. note.) . The .brethrenwere diStin7 .
aUy ch~Hel1ging thé king oí. Gra- . guished for the simplicity óf their
nada.to meet him.in single. combat, .attire, and their austero ando frugal
oro WIth a force double that of ~ bis habita.·· '.,They. were ,stationed" on
OlVn, ,mar~hedboldly ,. up.:·to- the .' the Moorish marches, ~and'. were
gate~ oí hIS capital, where he was: bound by.a vow:'oÍ; perpetual~·:war ..
h~al1ed .by such ~n. overw~~l~ing ag~inst ~he ,Ch~istian :infidel....··· ·As ..
bost, tlt~t he: W1th' a11' hIS little'" thelreX1stencelstraced~far back
.and pen~hed ollthe ~eld~ .. (Ma~ asl030,they .·may .·po~lbly~a.v~.

nana" Hist. ··deEspana, . lIb.. 19,. 8uggested tha organ1Z3.tlon· of SllDl~
cap. 8.) It, was over this: worthy. lar \ institutions .. in::, Christendom, .
!lO~peer ofpon e:tuixote, that t.he ... \Vhichthey~plec. e~ed 'bra':~entury
epltaph' was lDserlbed,:" Here· hes. at'.least.: ~The loyaLhJ)Storl&D8:of .'
fnde who never knew fear,'~ which·. the·. Spanisli military orders, it' is . .
~ Char~es v. to remark to ane.'qi . true,would carry that, ofSt~.Jago ..
h~durtleIs;that .. the good knighi as far back as the time ofRamIrO l., .
co d .ne!.e~. ~ave:. triad ..to; ~nuff .. a.· :.. in:· tha. ·.nin~h.'~entury ..;··:(Caro·de. .
ca~lle ~th.h1S fingers.'~.'/.'ó.,... · .. ·.T~:r:res;·.,'Historla·,.de~Jas.Orden~s..· .'

· .. ThlS sIngular. fact, oí. the ex- . Militares de;Santiago, .Ca1atra~a, . .
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y Alcantara, (Madrid, 1629,) fol. chivalrousDoblesof Castila f'J1Ulny
2•.- Rades .y Andrada, Chr6niea oí whom, 8aY8 the, Chronicle oí
de las Tres Ordenes y Cavallerías,. Juan U., lost their lives f10m this

· (Toledo', ,1572,) ·fol. 4.) but.1ess circumstance. in tbe splendid tou~
P!ejudiced critica, as Zurita and ne! gíven. iá honor of tbe Duptials

· Mariana, are content with dating it oí BIanche oí Navarre and Heo!"y,
from tbe papal bull oí Alexander son oí Joha 11..,. (Crónica de' D.
ID., 1175. . . • Juann., (Valencia, 1779,)p.. 411.) .
. Sfl In ona of the Pastan letters, Moostrelet records tba adventures
w,,: .find tha J}otice oí a Spanish oí a Spanish.cavalier, who "trav

f
-

. kll1ght appearmg ato ths conIt of elIed all the way· lo ,tbeeourt o
Henry .VI., "wyth a Kerche1r oí Bnrgundy to seek ,honor' ando re~~
Plesa.unce iwrapped aboute .hys arenea." by his feate oí arms•. Bis

· arme,' the.·. gwych .Knight,'.' saya antagonist Waa tha. Lord of Char
the.· writer, '~wyl renne a conrs gny; on thesecondday theyfoug~t
~h asharpe ~refozhis80u'eyn. with battle-axes, and "tbe·C~u~
·lady sake." (Fenn, Original Let;,.. lían. attracted ,general admirabon,
1ers1 (1787,) vol.· i. ,p. 6.) .. The by bis nneommon· daring m.figh'!
practica of using sharp 8pears,in~ ing with his Jvisor<up."::,~hro
atead ofthBJU31"ded and blunted niques,(P&ria,.1696,) tom., n., p.
weapoDS U8U in.the toumament, 109 · . ~ ." :.. ?~.. ; ".:,< .

seems too h~ve. been. affected. by tbe

····4

. ,

of romance, wandering over his owJi land" and even
inta the remotest climes, in quest of adventures;
and, 'as late as the fifteenth century, we find him in
the' courts oí England and Burgundy, 'doing battle
in honor oí his mistress, ando challenging general

. , admiration by his .uncommonpersonal intrepidity.. ~~'
~This romantic spirit lingered in' Castile, long.after
the age' of chivalry .had become extinct in .other
.partB of EUfope, continuing' to ·nourish. itself 'on
those illusions oí fancy, which were at length dis-
·pelled by the caustic satire of Cerva~tes. . . .

.. Thus. patrioti~m, religious IOYél:1ty, .and a proud
sense of independence,. founded on' the 'conscious~

ness oí owing their" possessiaIÍs :to their' 'personal
'valór, became characteristic traits. oí .theCastilians
previou~l~ t(;l tHe sixteentli centorx, wlien. the op- .
p~essive policyauo fanaticismoftlie i\.ustrian dynas..
t~ contrived·.to throw'into the shade these'generous .

INTROD.

:Xliv
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23' . '
~heVenetian .. ambassador, by Asso and Manuel .andotber

Nav~glerO, speaki~~ oí thema!1•. writers.Ensay~Históric~..Cr!ti..
C~rs oC the Castlhan' nobles, In "CO, sobre la Antigua .LeglslaclOIt .: . .

arIes V.'f;\ time,remarks some-deCastilla,(Madrid, .. 1808,), pp.,
'What bluntly, that, " iftheir power 80-82.) It preceded-, bya long'in~' " •.
'\Vereequal .to theirpride, tbe . terval, those. granted to. tbe· bu~ .' .
'\V~o]e world would notbe able' to gesses in otber parts oÍ' 'Europa, . .
~lthstand them."Viaggio .fatto , with· the "exceptiont'~'perhaps,\of: ..
~~~agnaet in Fra.neis,; (V.ineg.ia,. 1taly ;.where ,s~veralor~he ,cities" . .

24 ,) fotl0.,' '. .,' "" .: ,:. as'Ml~a.n, .PaV1a,and'PlSa, seem'
.. The most anclentofthes8'early ln'lhe:eleventh century to

regular chartera oC incorporation, have exercised sorne ".af .the fune
now ex.tant, wa~granted by Alfon~ .. tion8~ of,independent at&tes•. But
:0dV:, In 1~20;to tbe'ci~yof~eon, tbe extent~fmunicipalimmunities .tb Ita terntory. :(Marlna. reJects:coDceded to,orrather'assumed,by"

ose oí an~ earlier ~ate,· adduced tbe Jtalianclties·at ,tbis early pe.,
. ~ .. . -. . . .

virtues., . Glimpses/ of .them, hqwever, 'might long be
discerned jn the haughty 'bearing. of· the" Castilian
noble, and in'. that erect,. high-minded' peasantry,
whom opp~~ssion .has 'not yet. been· able wholly to
subdue. 28 ' .' ~ ,. .

·To the extraordinary position, in which the,nation
was' placed, ~ay also be, referred tbe liberal forms
of its political institutions,>as well asa more ' early
developement of· them, than took place in other
countries 'oí Europe. 'From the exposure, of· tha
Castilian towns, tothe' .predatory incursions' oí .the
Arabs, ",it became necessary,. not,: .only ;that they
should be strongly, fortified, ,but that every citizen
should .be trained· to be~r arms in their.defence.
A:n im(n~nse. increase -of consequence was' given to
the Durgesses, who, thus 'c~nstituted· th~ most effe~"

tive ·'part of toe nationai' militia.(',[(o this cir~u.m~

stance" as: weIl~, as tothepolic,y -of: inviting the
J l1Tsettlement~ of- ftontierplaces by the grant of ex.;

traordinary· privileg'es ,to, the' inhabitants, "isto .·be. Their' privj.
... Jeges. . .

imputed .the' early da,te, aswell as liberalcharacter;
uf the .charters ()f 'community in Castile ,·and·Leon.t•

• , .... lo ~. •• 't



.. -. ' .

,.. " ,: .•

'\

INTRODUCTION.

riod, is very equivocal; for their
iodefatigable antiquarian confesses
tbat all, ar nearly aH their archives,
previana lo tha time oí Frederic l.,
(tl;te latter partof the twelfth cen
tury ,) had perished amid their fre-·
quent civil convulsions. (See the
Bubject,in detail, in Muratori, Dia
s~rtazioni SOpla le ~ Antiébita Ita-

, liane, (Napoli, 17~2,) dissert. ~~.)
Acts oC enfranchlsernent becáme,
frequent in Spain during tila ,elev...

. enth century; severa} ofwhich are"
preserved, .. and exhibit, with sUffi..

..:...!,~: .' .

INTROD.· ·These, although varying a good deaI in their>de
tails, generally conceded to the .citizeris the right
of electing their own magistrates forthe regulation
of .municipal affairs. Judges were appointéd.,.,: by,
this body for the arlministration of civil and' criminal '

. law;' subje~t to an appeal to the royal tribunal~" ·No
person could be affeeted in life or prope"rty, except
by. a ·decision of this municipal court; and no cause,
wh'i1e pending before it, could be evoked thence
into the superior tribunal. .In ·order to secure' the
barriers of justice more effeetually against ,the vio
Ience ,oí power,:' so afteIl superior to law' in 'an,
imperfeet state of society, it wasprovided in:many"
of the charters". that no nobles should be'·permitted
tO,acquire .real, proper~y within the liulits of·. thc' .
community; that no forttess· Ol- palace shoulCl "be", .
erected b~ tliem t}jere;. ~hat sucH as might reside·
within its "territory, should be subjcct to its juris~'

dietion; and that any viol~nce, .offered by them'to
its ,inhabitants, ,might .. be forcibly resisted 'witb
impunity. . ,Ample and inalienable funds. wereprf?~¡

vided for tbe maintenanceof the' municipalfunc~

tionaries, and for other public expenses. A large
,', .... ". ..f~· ~ : ". .: .~..

xlvi
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extent ofcircumjacent COllntry, embracingfrequent- SEC~ION

Iy many towns and:villages, was "annexed to each,--
citywith the rigbt of jurisdiction over .i~.·. AIl ~ ar-
bitr~ry tél,llages. were .. commuted .for '~'certain fixe"d
and .moderate rent... An officer was appoint~d :hy
the crown oto reside within each¡ community; whose.
provillce it. was to superintend thecollection ofthis .
tribute, .to maintain ,pllblic arder, and to b.e· )asso-
ciated with the magistrates of each ~ city' :intbe .
command. of .the forces it was bound to~ co~tribute.

towards the. national,defence. o,. '~"Thus\yhile ,the'

inhabitantsof the greattowns in .~ther parts of
Europewere languishing in feudal servitude', th~

membe~s. of. the.Castilian. corporations, .living under.
tlieproteetion .of tbeir own laws an4 magistrates 'in
time of peace, and comrnanded b};·their·ow~.officers.· .
in war, were in.fuIl enj~:yment'oi alI ,Ihe essential.·
rights and privil~ges ~f freemen.25

;.. .. '. '. .' ..... .

It is .~Jlue, tinat they wereoften' co~vulsedby in
testinefeuds ;,that the, la\vs 'were· 'orten lo~sely·ad-·

ministeredby .ineompetent judges ; ,and"that" .. the o

exercise, of".spmany iIIlPortan,~, prerog~tivesof.in-,'"

dependent· states' inspired themwith .feelings.,of:· .
independence,whichled ,'to, mutual·rivalry,:and.....
sometimes .to open'·collisiori.· '.' But ·withall,this,.':,
long ,after. si·~ilarrmmunities,in:thefr~e~cities'of,:.·

other countries,~sItaly fOJ:éxample~26had:be~n,'
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sacrificed to tlle violence of faction or the Instof
power, those of the Castilian cities' not o~ly ~re

mained uninlpaired, but seemed' to acquireaddi
rional. stability with age. This, circumstance . i8
~hiefly imputable to the constancy oí the ·national

, Iegislature, which, until the voice oí liberty .was
stifled bya military despotism, .was ever ready ta

. interpose its protecting arm in defenceo.! constitu
tional rights.
: . The earliest instance on record of 'poplllar repre
sentation in .Castile occurred at Burgos, in 1169; 27

nearly a century antecedent to the' celebrated Lei-
cester parliamént. Each, cityhadbut óne:vote,
whatever. might be tbe number of ·its represent~

ative~.. ~ muchgte'tter i~regiIla~i~1Y,' in'regardto a.
the nnmher o~ eities" ¡:equired· to send deputies lo

.cortes on different occa~ions, prevailed in Castil~,

1th~n ever existed in England ;~B though, previously

eordin~'~ the. ad~ission of tbeir .Cataluña, y Valencia, '. (Madridl .

en.thu51Rstlc h18to.rlan, about. the 1821,) pp. 230, 231.~:W-hether
m}ddle o.f t~e ~hlrteent~ cen~ury. the convocation oí th~ ·tbird·estate
SlsJ!londl, Hlstolre des Repubhques to the national councl1s proceeded
Itahennes da Moyen-.!ge, (Parle, "from politic calculation intbe 80ved1818,) ch. 20. . reign ar was in a mannar force

21 Or in 1160, according to the on hi:n by tha growing power and
Corónica General, (pa~. 4. fo~. 344, .importance.of ~he citie~~ it iano""
345,) where the fact 18 mentloned. too late to lnquue. .It 18 n~ar~y as
Manana refera· this. celebration ofdifficultto settle. onwhatpnn.C.lples
cprtes 10 .1170, (HIat.. de España, the selection oC cities t?~bc reprír
bb. 11,c~p. 2 ;) but Ferreras, whosented depended. ·:Mannaasserts~
often' :re~t1Íies. t~e chronological in- that. every. grea~ town and.· cO~n
~c~uraCles of h!s pr~decessor, fixes munuy was enht1ed 10 ·.a ~eat ~f
~~. In 1169. (Hlst: d Espagne, tom. the legislature,. from tbs tune oOl
111. p.484:) Nelther of these. au... receiving ita municipalcharter~r
thors, notl~es th!3 presence oí" the the sovereign, (Tcorl~,:·toUl.l·h;t
commons In thlS aasembly; al- 138;) and Sempereagrees, t

. thoug~ the· ph~se' used .~Y the thisrightbecamegeneral,q ír~
pt.. Chronlcle, 1~8 ciidlulanos, 18 par- the first, lo a11 ,!ho;'cho~ t~ a'des

feetly unequlvocal.. . .' tbemselves oí lt. (HIBtolre ..
. ~ Capmany, Práctica y Estilo Cortes, p. 56.),Tbe r!ght t prob:
de Celebrar Cort~s en Aragon, bly,was not much ln~lsted on y


