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remarkable. for his independent resistance of papal secron . -
encroachment ;. but the -peculiarity of his’situation --—-I-—-—-
subjected him in an uncommon degree to ecclesias- 1
tical influence at home.’ Priests mingled :in: t‘he.'_ L S
council and the camp, and, arrayed in their sacer-
dotal robes, not unfrequently led the armies to
battle. ** - *They interpreted the will of Heaven.as
mysteriously revealed in dreams and:visions. . Mir- .
acles were a familiar occurrence. The ';_viola'te'd | o |
tombs of the saints sent forth thunders and light- . |
nings to consume - the invaders; ‘and, when the -
Christians fainted in the fight, the apparition of. -
their patron, St. James, mounted on a -milk-vghité |
steed, and bearing aloft the banner of the cross,
was seen hovering in the air, to rally their broken

squadrons, and. lead. them on to victory. Thus ~

13 The archbishops' of ‘Toledo, -
whose revenues and retinues far

exceeded those of the other ecclesi-
astles, were

decide whether he was most con-

Spicuous for his-good government:

In peace, or his conduct and valor
;:1 ‘ﬁir.” ‘Hist. de Espaiia, tom. ii,
- . L Ty " - P

4 The first occasion, on which
the military apostle -condescended
to reveal himself to the Leonese,
Kas the memorable day of Clavijo,
P D. 844, when 70,000 infidels
t%ll on the field. From that. time, -
b € name of St. Jago, became the .

attle-cry of the Spaniards, The
truth of ‘the story is attested by a.
contemporary charter of Ramiro I.
tothe church of the saint, granting

1t an annual tribute of corn and

Wine from the towns in his domin-"

! articularly conspicu-.
0us in these holy wars. - Marlana,

speaking of one of these belligerent -
Prelates, considers it worthy of en-
Comium, that it is not easy to .

“‘
¥

ions, and a knight’s portion of the
?&oils of every victory over the

ussulmans. . The privilegio del :
iv

volo, as it is called, is given at
length by Florez in his Collection,'

(Espaila Sagrada, tom. Xix. p.
329,) and is unhesitatingly cited

by most of the Spanish historians,
as Garibay, Mariana, Morales, and
others. — More sharp-sighted . erit-.

Advertencias 4 1a

"ies discover, in its anachronisms,
and other palpable blunders, ample
.~ evidence of its forgery. (Mondejar,
‘ %—Iistona de Mari~
ana (Valencia, 1746,) no. 157,—,

Masdeu, Historia Critica de Espaila,

y de la Cultura Espaiiola, (Madrid,

1783 -1805,) tom. xvi. supl. 18.) =
The canons of Compostella, howev-, -

er, seem to have found their account

in it, as the tribute of good cheer,
which it imposed, continued .to be

paid by some of the . Castilian -
towns, according to Mariana, in his

.

day.  Hist. de. Espaiia, tom.i, p."»
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wrmon. the Spaniard looked upon hifnself,-as in a peculiar

Influence of
their min-
strelsy.

manner the care of Providence. For him the laws:
of nature were suspended. He was a soldier of
the Cross, fighting not only for his country, but for
Christendom. Indeed, volunteers from the remot-
est parts of Christendom eagerly thronged to serve
under his banner; and the cause of religion was
debated with the same ardor in Spain, as on the.
plains of Palestine.’ Hence the national charac-

~ ter became exalted by a religious fervor, which .in

later days, alas!' settled into a fierce fanaticism.
Hence that solicitude for the purity of the faith,
the peculiar boast of the Spaniards, and that deep
tinge of superstition, for which they have ever been. .
distinguished above the other nations of Europe.
- .The long wars with the Mahometans, served to -
keep alive in,their bosoms- the ardent glow of pa-
triotism ; and this was still further heightened by
the body of traditional minstrelsy, which commem-
orated in these wars the heroic deeds of their an-.
cestors. The influence of such popular composi-
tions on a simple people is undeniable. - A saga-
cious critic ventures to pronounce the poems of

15 French, Flemish, Jtalian, and rial de las Chrbnicas de Espaiia,

. English volunteers, led by men of &‘Barcelona, 1628,) lib. 12, cap. 33.).

distinguished rank, are recorded by
the Spanish writers to have been
iresent at the sieges of Toledo,

isbon, Algeziras, and various oth-

‘ers. More than sixty, or, as some
accounts state, a hundred thousand, -

]lsined the army before the battle of
avas de Tolosa ; a2 round exag-
geration, which, however, implies
the great number of such auxilia-
res.. -(Garibay, Compendio Histo-

he crusades in Spain were as ra-

tional enterprises, as those in the .
East were vain and chimerical. -
Pope Pascal II. acted like a man. -
of sense, when he ‘sent back cer- .
tain Spanish adventurers, who had . .
embarked in the wars of Palestine, -
telling them, that * the cause of re- .
ligion conld be much better served .

by them at home.” -
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Homer the principal bond ‘which united the Gre-
cian states.’” Such an opinion may be deemed
somewhat extravagant. It cannot be doubted, how-
ever, that a poem like that of the ¢ Cid,” which ap-
peared as early as the twelfth century,'” by calling

up the most inspiring national recollections in con- -

nexion with their favorite hero, must have operated

powerfully on the moral sensibilities of the people.

It is pleasing to observe, in the cordial spirit of

these early effusions, little of the ferocious bigotry %
which sullied the character of the nation, in after
ages.’ - The Mahometans of this period far excel-

18 Ses Heeren, Politics of An-
cient- Greece, translated by Ban-
eroft, chap. 7. .. . .
11 The oldest manuscript extant
of this poem, (still preserved at
Bivar, the hero’s birth-place, ) bears
the date of 1207, or at latest 1307,
for there is some obscurity in the
vmting. Its learned editor, San--

chez, has heen led by the peculiari-

esof its orthography, metre, and
idiom, to refer its composition to as
€arly a date as 1153. (Coleccion
de Poesias Castellanas anteriores
al S;glo XV, (Madrid, 1779-90,)
tom.1.p.293) - -
.Some of the late Spanish anti-
quaries have manifested a skepti-
Cism 1n relation to the ¢ Cid,” truly
alaming. A volume was publish-
ed at Madrid, in 1792, by Risco, -
under the title of * Castilla, o His-
toria de Rodrigo Diaz,” &c., which
the worthy father ushered into the
world with much solemnity, as a
transeript of an original ma.nuscrigt
¢oeval with the time of the Cid,"
and fortunately discovered by him
10 an obscure corner of some Leo-
Nese monastery. (Prélogo.) Mas-
©U, 1n an analysis of .this precious

nize the grounds, on which the re-
VOL.L.

ave rested from time immemorial,

~and concludes with: the startling

assertion, that ¢ of Rodrigo Diaz,

el Campeador, we absolutely know
‘nothing, with any degree of proba--

bility, not even his existence!?”’
(Mist, Critica, tom. xx. p. 370.)

here are probabl
countrymen, that will thus coolly
acquiesce in the annihilation of

their favorite hero, whose exploits
have been the burden of chronicle,
as well as romance, from the

twelfth century down to the pres-
ent day. - ' ,

They

ﬁuted,achiéveﬁients of the C_id""’ .

xli

SECTION
1

B2 .

Their chari-
ty to the in-

few of his

Thoy may find a warrant for
their fond credulity, in the dispas-
sionate judgment of one of the

ﬁeatest of modern historians, John . - |
uller, who, so far from doubting

.the existence of the Campeador,
‘has succeeded, in his own opmmon .

at least, in clearing from his histo~. . . - B

~.xy the ¢ mists of fable and extrav-: .
.agance,” in which it has.:been -
‘shrouded. . See his Life of the -
" Cid, appended to Escobar’s “ Ro-'-. -

mancero,” edited by-the learned °

.and estimable Dr. Julius, of Berlin. -
.,;,Frankfort, 1828.‘3“7,-‘:;“‘;1 i ,‘“-j'::.. Ertpmr LT T
ocument, has been led to scruti- 18 A modern minstrel inveighs - .~ -
loudly against this charity of his -
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INTROD. ]od their enemies in general refinement, and had

carried some. branches of -intellectual culture to a
| ‘height scarcely surpassed by Europeans in later
i - -times. . The Christians, therefore, notwithstanding
i | ‘their political aversion to the Saracens, conceded to
them.a degree of respect, which subsided into feel-
ings of -a very different complexion, as they them-
selves rose in the scale of civilization. This senti-
ment of respect tempered the ferocity of a warfare,
which, although sufficiently disastrous in its details,
affords examples of a generous courtesy, that would
do honor to the politest ages of Europe.?® The
Spanish Arabs were accomplished in all knightly
‘exercises, and their natural fondness for magnifi-
cence, which shed a lustre over the rugged features

Thefr chiv-
ah'y [3

ancestors, who devoted their ¢ can-
tos de cigarra,” to the glorification
of this * Moorish rabble,” instead
of celebrating the prowess of the
Cid, Bernardo, and other worthies
of their own nation. His discour-
tesy, however, is well rebuked by
a more generous brother of the
craft. _ '.
% No es culpa si de los Moroa
los valientes hechos cantan.
- pues tanto mas resplandecen
‘nuestras celebres hazanas ;
ue ¢l encarecer los hechos
- del vencido en la batalle,
« . engrandece al vencedor, Co
“aunque no hablen de el palabra.” .
Duran, Romancero de Romances
Moriscos, (Madrid, 1828,) p. 227.
19 ‘When the empress queen of
Alfonso VII. was besieged in the
castle of Azeca, in 1139, she re-

proached the Moslem cavaliers for

their want of courtesy and courage

‘in attacking a fortress defended by
- & female.
Justice of the rebuke, and only re-
quested that she would condescend
‘to show herself to them from her

- Gibraltar, in 1350,

hey acknowledged the

palace; when the Moorish chival-
ry, after paying their obeisance to

“her in the most respectful manner,
“instantly raised the siege, and de-

parted. (Ferreras, Histoire Géné-
rale d’Espagne, traduite par d’Her-
milly, (Paris, 1742 - 51,) tom. iil.

p-410.) It was a frequent occur-

rence to restore a noble captive to
liberty without ransom, and even
with costly presents. Thus Alfon-

‘80 XI. sent back to their father

two daughters of 2 Moorish prince,

-who formed part of the spoils of

the battle of Tarifa. (Mariana,
Hist. de Espaiia, tom. ii. p. 32.)
‘When this same Castilian sove-

‘reign, after a career of almost un-

interrupted victory over the Mos-
lems, died of the plague -before
the i hts of

Granada put on mourning for him,
saying, that ‘“he was a noble
ﬁnnce, and one that knew how. to
onor his enemies as well as his
friends.” Conde, Dominacion dé
los Arabes, tom. iii. p. 149, =~

2 A' a %9 T
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of chivalry, easily communicated itself to the Chris- _SEG;l‘_IOﬁ

‘tian. cavaliers.. In: the intervals of. peace,.thesé
latter. frequented the courts of the Moorish princes,
and mingled with their adversaries in the compara-

tively peaceful .pleasures of the tourney, as in .war

they vied with them in feats of Quixotic gallantry.®

‘The nature of this warfare between two. nations,
inhabitants of the same country, yet so dils_similar.' in
their religious and social institutions, as to be. almost
the natural enemies of each other, was extremely

favorable to. the: exhibition of . \t'h‘e_ characteristic vir-
tues of chivalry. - The. contiguity. of the: hostile

‘Parties afforded abundant opportunities for personal

rencounter. and . bold romantic’ enterprise. - Each
nation had . its regular ’military;f:.as;sociaﬁon's, “who
swore, to devote their lives to the service of ' God
and their country, in perpetual war against the nfi-
del,® Thef_SpaniSh" knight became the true:hero

2 ‘One of the most extraordinary istence of an Arabic milita

] xg order, .
achievements, in this wai‘y,x.was_ is recorded by Conde.. (Domina- -
r of Al

that of the grand maste

tara, in 1394, who, after ineffectu-

ally challenging the king of Gra-
nada to meet him in single combat,
Or with a force double that of his
own, marched boldly -up to- the
gates of his capital, where he was
assailed by such an overwhelming

%est, that he with all his little:
and perished on the field. ~ (Ma-

Nana, Hi
ap. 3.) It was over this worthy

one who never knew fear,” which
led Charles V. to remark to one of
I8 courtiers, that *¢ the good knight

could never have tried to snuff a

candle with his fingers.” .- . ..

This singular fact, of the ex- |

can- cion de los' Arabes, tom. 1. p. 619,
note.) . The brethren were distin-
- guished for the simplicity of their

attire, and their austere and frugal

habits.  They. were stationed.on
‘the Moorish marches,.and’ were -
bound by a vow of. perpetual -war

against the Christian infidel. - As i

their existence is traced as far back

as 1030, they may possibly have |

suggested the organization of simi-

which they preceded 'by a.century

.at-least. "The loyal. historians of
the Spanish military orders; 1t 18 =
“true, would carry that of St. Jago

as far back as the time of Ramiro I.,

“in:.the ninth -century;-(Caro de
Torres, Historia . de::1as Ordenes -
Militares de. Santiago, Calatrava, -

oy . lar , institutions . in . Christendom, e
e Mpeer of Don Quixote, that the
Pltaph was inscribed, ¢ Here lies
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wrrop. of romance, wandering over his own land, and even

into the remotest climes, in quest of adventures;
and, as late as the fifteenth century, we find him in

~ the courts of England and Burgundy, doing battle

in honor of his mistress, and challenging general |

“admiration by his uncommon personal intrepidity. **

This romantic spirit lingered in Castile, long after
the age of chivalry had become extinct in other
parts of Europe, continuing to nourish itself on
those illusions of fancy, which were at length dis-
pelled by the caustic satire of Cervantes. L
- Thus patriotism, religious loyalty, and a proud
sense of independence, founded on the conscious-
ness of owing their possessions to their personal
valor, hecame characteristic traits of the Castilians
previously to the sixteenth century, when the op--
pressive policy and fanaticism of the Austrian dynas-
ty contrived to throw into the shade these generous

"y Alcantara, (Madrid, 1629,) fol.

2. -~ Rades y Andrada, Chrénica
de las Tres Ordenes y Cavallerias,

- {(Toledo, .1572,) fol. 4.) but less

prejudiced critics, as Zurita and
Marjana, are content with dating it
from the papal bull of Alexander
I11., 1175. _ ‘
- 22 In one of the Paston letters,
we find the notice of a Spanish
knight appearing at the court of
Henry VI, ¢ wyth a Kercheff of
Plesaunce iwrapped aboute. hys

~arme, the gwych Knight,”’ says

the writer, ‘* wyl renne a cours
wyth a sharpe spere for his soun’e
lady sake.” (I'enm, Original Let-
ters, (178%,) vol. . p.6.) The
practice of using sharp spears, in-
atead of the guarded and blunted

. weapons usual in the tournament,
seems to have been affected by the

chivalrous nobles of Castile ; 'many
of whom, says the Chronicle of
Juan I1., lost “their lives from this
circumstance, in the ?plendid tour-
ney given in honor of the nuptials
of Blanche of Navarre and Hengy
son of John IL. (Crbnica de: 1.
Juan 1., (Valencia, 1779,) p. 411.) .
Monstrelet records the adventures
of a Spanish cavalier, who ¢ trav:
elled all the way to the court of
Burgundy to seek honor and rev-
erence”’ by his feats of arms.

antagonist was the Lord of Char-
gny ; onthesecond day they fought

yn with battle-axes, and ¢ the Casit-

lian attracted general admiratiof
by his uncommon daring_in fight-
ing with his .visor up,”’ - Chso
xllggxea, (Paxis, 1605,) tom. fi. P

Loe g '
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virtues. Glimpses of them, however, might long be SECTION

L

discerned 'in the haughty bearing of the Castilian ———

noble, and in that erect, high-minded peasantry,
whom oppression has not yet .been able wholly to
subdue.® .. T T

'To the extraordinary position, in which the nation
was placed, may also be referred the liberal forms
- of its political institutions,. as well as a more - early
developement of them than took place in other
countries of Europe. From the exposure. of the

Early im-
portance of
the Castilian
towns,

Castilian towns to the predatory incursions of the

Arabs, it became necessary, not.only that they
should be strongly fortified, but that every citizen
should-be trained to bear arms in their;'4'defende.;
An immense increase of consequence was given to
the burgesses, who thus constituted the most effec-
tive -part of the national militia. To this circum-
stance, as well -as to the policy of inviting the
settlement  of frontier places by the grant of ex-
traordinary privileges to the inhabitants, is to be
imputed the early date, as well as liberal character,

Jeges.

of the charters of community in Castile and Leon.**

B The Venetian - ambassador, by Asso and Manuel and other

Nav_agiero, speaking of the man-
Ners of the Castilian' nobles, in.-

arles V.’s time, remarks some-
what blunt} » that, ¢ if their power
Wwere equal ‘to their pride, the

Whole world would not be able  to
‘them.”” Viaggio fatto-
In Spagna et in ‘Francia., (Vinegia,

Withstand them.””

1563,) fol. 10. A

The most dncient of these

Yegular charters of incorporation,

:g"{r“,tﬁnt, was granted by Alfon~
and 22 10 1020, to the city of Leon'

1d its territory.  (Marina rejects:
r date, adduced:

those of an_ earli

‘as:

writers. Ensayo Historico-Criti-

co, sobre la Antigua Legislacion

de Castilla, (Madrid, 1808,) pp:
80-82.) It preceded, by a long'in~

“terval, those granted to the bur- =~

gesses in other parts of Europe,
with - the ‘exception, -perhaps,: of

Italﬁ;. lwhere several of the cities,.
i

early in the -eleventh century to
have exercised some of the func-

tions- of independent states. But
‘the extent of municipal immunities

an, Pavia, and Pisa, seem

conceded to, or rather assumed by, -

l."' ¢ .

. “n

od

Their privi-

the Italian cities-at this early pe- O

2 T e O (O e TR ST e
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wrrop. ‘These, although varying a good deal in their de-
tails, generally conceded to the citizens the right

i of electing their own magistrates for the regulation
' of municipal affairs. Judges were appointed: by
this body for the administration of civil and criminal

- law, subject to an appeal to the royal tribunal.” No
person could be affected in life or property, except
by-a .decision of this municipal court ; and no cause,
while pending before it, could be evoked thence
into the superior tribunal. "In order to secure the
barriers of justice more effectually against the vio-
lence of power, so often superior to law in an
imperfect state of society, it was provided in many
of the charters, that no nobles should be permitted
to acquire real property within the limits of the
community ; ‘that no  fortress or palace should be
erected by them there ; that such as might reside
within its territory, should be subject to its juris-
diction ; and that any violence, offered by them-to
its inhabitants, might be forcibly resisted with
impunity. - Ample and inalienable funds were pro-
vided for the maintenance of the municipal func-
tionaries, and for other public expenses. A large

riod, is very equivocal; for their
indefatigable antiquarian confesses
that all, or nearly all their archives,
previous to the time of Frederic I.,
(the latter part of the twelfth cen-

tary,) had perished amid their fre-

quent civil convulsions. (See the
subject.in detail, in Muratori, Dis~
sertazioni sopra le: Antichitd Ita.
liane, (Napoli, 1752,) dissert. 45.)

Acts of enfranchisement became.

frequent in Spain during tlie elev-

~enth century ; several of which are-

preserved, and exhibit, with suffi-

cient precision, the nature of the

privileges accorded to the :inhab-
itants, — Robertson, - who - wrote
when the constitutional antiquities
of Castile had been but slightly in-
vestigated, would seem to have
little "authority, therefore, for de-
riving the - establishment of com-.
munities from Italy, and still Jess
for tracing their progress through
France and Germany to Spain.
See his History of the Reign of
the Emperor Charles V., (London;

1796,) vol. i. pp. 29,30. . -
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extent of circumjacent country, embracing frequent- SECTON'
ly many towns and villages, was annexed to each
city with the right of jurisdiction over it. All ar-
bitrary tallages were commuted for a certain fixed
and moderate rent.  An officer was appomted by
the crown'to‘reside w1th_1n each, community, whose
province it was to superintend the collection of this
tribute, to maintain public order, and to be ‘asso-
ciated with the magistrates of each, city in the
command of the forces it was bound to contribute
towards the national defence.,..‘ Thus ‘while - the
mhabltants of the great towns in other parts of
Europe were languishing in feudal servitude, the
members. of - the Castilian corporations, living under
the protection of their own laws and magistratesin
time of peace, and commanded by-their own officers -
In war, were in full enjoyment of all the essentlal"j
rights and prmlegeq of freemen.>: o i

It is true, that they were often convulsed by in-
testine feuds; that the laws were often loosely ad-
ministered by 1ncompetent Judges, and that. the__‘ |
exercise of so many important prerogatives of in-.
dependent states ‘inspired them with feelings of
mdependence, Whlch led ‘to- mutual rwalry, and
Sometimes to open collision. - But with all thlS,.;f.-
long after similar immunities in the free citiesof
other countrles as Italy for example,”f had beenjjj;\‘;_

% For thxs account of the anmentgde Ca.snlla, (Nos 160 -196
Polity of the Castilian cities, the Teoria de. las Cortes,’ Madnd AR
:33(191' i referred to Sempere, His- 1813, part. 2, cap. 21-23 ) where <.

ire des Cortés d’Espa gne, (Bor- the meagre outline given above 18 .

§aux 1815,) and arma’s valu- filled up with copious illustration. ~
able works, nsayo Histérico-Cri- .26 The independence of the Lom-

tico sobre la Antlgua Legxslacmnf 5__‘bmrcl cities ha been Bacnﬁced ac-;,fj._ iy EA
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sacrificed to the violence of faction or the lust of
power, those of the Castilian cities not_only re-
mained unimpaired, but seemed to acquire vadfiff-
tional stability with age. This circumstanc.e is
chiefly imputable to the constancy of the national

" legislature, which, until the voice of liberty was

stifled by a military despotism, was ever ready to

interpose its protecting arm in defence of constitu-

tional rights. o . |
- The earliest instance on record of popular repre-
sentation in Castile occurred at Burgos, in 1169 ;.’"
nearly a century antecedent to the celebrated Lel-
cester parliament. Each: city had but one.vote,
whatever might be the number of its represent:
atives. -~ A much greater_irregularity, in regard to
the number of cities required to send deputies to

‘cortes on different occasions, prevailed in Castile,

than ever existed in England ;% though, preYiO?S]y

cording to the admission of their
enthusiastic historian, about the
middle of the thirteenth cenmtury.
Sismondi, Histoire des Républiques

Ttaliennes du Moyen-Age, (Paris, -

1818,) ch. 20.

# Or in 1160, according to the
Corbnica General, (part. 4. fol. 344,
345,) where the fact is mentioned.
Manana refers:this celebration of
cortes to 1170, (Hist. de Espaiia,
lib. 11, eap. 2 ;) but Ferreras, who
often rectifies the chronological in-
accuracies of his predecessor, fixes
it in 1169. (Hist. d’Espagne, tom.
iii. p. 484.) Neither of these au-
thors notices the presence of the
commons in this assembly; al-
though the phrase used by the
Chronicle; los cipdadanos, is per-
fectly unequivoeal, - -

. ® Capmany, Practica y Estilo

de Celebrar ‘Cortes en Aragon,

138;) and Sempere agrees

the first, to all who chose to 3%

Catalufia, y Valencia, (Madrid)

hether

1821,) pp. 230, 231.—

“the convocation of the third estaté

to the national councils proceé ”
from politic calculation in the ﬁo‘e
reign, or was in a manner for:n
on him by the growing power

: L) . } W
‘importance of the cities, it 18 N0

P i 28
100 late to inquire. It is nearly

i 8
difficult to settle on what princip’®

- ., . e‘
the selection of cities to- be Tepr

‘sented depended. ~ Marina assertss

that every great town and ::mi]n
munity was entitled 1o & _See 0
the legislature, from the tim from
receiving its municipal charter %

the sovereign, (Teoria, tﬂ‘m'ﬁ--lt"hli:;

- {rom
dail
. [3 . es
themselves of it. - (}‘Imtoxre i
bly, was not much ‘mgxste 0

this ‘right -became general;



