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,', It must be "admitted, however, that'.an.account of <

r ".

,.this 'reign could· not h~ve been undertaken .~t ,any

:preceding.period~ wit~any thin'g like <the advantages

',af present atforded; owing;to the )ight ~which recent

, rese,arches. of Spanish., scholars, in" the :. greater free­

.4om, ~f .inquiry. now ,eIljoyed,' have,' s~ed o~, so~e of

,.its .most intere~ting and least familiar features. <. ,The
, '.

'most important or, the..works .tOJ which lalIude'are,
. . ' .

· the History ,of .. the .Inquisiti~n, .from official: docu-

'~ents, ,'by 'it:s ,secretary, .Llorente; the 'áhalysis~of

: ,.the' political /institutions ;'.of .the ' kingdom,' by ~ such
. . .' .---

'·-writers ~as Mar~~ Sempere, _and '.Capmany;, ,,the'
. . '" - . . ,~ . -;. . - .

, ',literal version, '.. now .made for the, ·first·time;:of..;·the,-'
... . ".

".,Spanish...Arab .chtonicles,"D):'-: Conae;. the' collection

:.of .original' and unpüDI~slied \uOGuments" illus~r3:ting

..--ílle ~,.nistory of Columbus and 'the ,', early' ~ '<J.astilian

,:navigators" by ~avarrete; ,.and, Iastly," the ~'copjºus

illustrations., or., Isa~ella's :"reign, ':by' Clem,e~cin",the

'late' lamented s~cre~ary., or. the" R,oya,J. _'~~ac;le~y. of " "

J

· Ferdinand ,~t Isa~elle~ par: l'Abbé Miinot, P~ris~'1766"j and' the "~Ge.. ',' ,
'~sehichte der" Regiemng' Ferdinand" des; Katholischen", ,Yen' ,Rupert' ,

· llecker, PragundLeipz,ig, 1790." , The4-.authors have 'employed the
· most accessible·mB.terials only in the 'compilation ;" and~' indeed,they ,

~ . ' . .: '

:'18,Y claimto no' great :research~ which.'woUld :seem ~to be' 'precluded '..

: "by the",extent oC tbeir ,'wor~, ' in:, neither instance,. exceeding two
-vol~e~duodec~o. ,'They haY~' fue '~eritof e'xIrlbiting, ni a siIDple,·
, perspiéuous, form, fuose events~"',vh1ch, 'lymg" an' the' surfacét "may be

"'" found 'more or leas, expanded ' in ,most' 'general, histories. " "'. .
•• J -'. .' ,", • " '.. • •• ,~ , • " • •.' : .~. • , • o',

..
. ".
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History, forming the sixth volume, of its. valuable

Memoirs. "

'.It was. the knowledge of .these facilities far doing

. justice to this subject, as well as its intrinsic,me~its,
l

which led me, ten years" since, ,to, select it; :and

surely no subject .could be found. more'.. stiitable for

the p~n of an American, than a history of .that reign,

under the auspices of which the. existence oC bis

own favored quarter of the globe was first revealed.·

As 1 ,was conscious tbat the value: of the history.

~-must depend mainly on that of its materials, 1 have

-----spared neither pains' nar expense, from' the first, in

.coIlecting. the most autlientie. . In accomplishing

this, 1 must ael{n(i)wleage toe 'servi'ees of my. friends,

Mr.pMexander· H. E~erett, then minister plenipo­
tentiary from the United States tú .the court oí Mad- ·

rid, Mr. Arthur Middleton, secretary of the'American·

'legation~ and, above al1,' Mr. O•. Rich, now American

consul for .the .Balearic Islands,' a gentleman;, whose

.extensive bibliograpbical knowledge,. and .unweari~d .

. researches, during a long residence.· in the Penin-
'. .

sula, havebeen liberally employed for the benefit.

both of his· own· country ·and of ..England.·· .With

sueh assistance, l· fiatter 'myself th'at '.1 hav~" beén

enabled to secure whatever can materialIy conduce·

, to the illustnition of the perio.d in, questioD;· .whether
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in the form of chronicle, memoir, < private .correspon~ ·

dence, legal codes, 'or 'official documents. . Among

these are. va~ious eontetnporary manuscripts, covering

tbe 'whole' ground ..of .the narrative;. noné of which

have b.~en printed,.and sorne of.them 'but little knbwn

to Spanish: scholars.:· .In 'óbtaining .copies- of these

from the .public·.libraries; l, must., add, .that -1 hate

found facilities under .thepresent liberal govemnient,

which. 'Yere denied' 'ine under. thé, preceding., In ad­

dition .to these ·sources oí informatian, ~ have. aváiled

·mysel~. in the part.of the ..work· occupied :with.lit~rary

criticism :andhistory,' oí. tlJ.e 'library' of ..:·.mY~friend,
. .

·Mr. ·GeOtge·.~ Ticknor, .who .'~uring '.a .:Visit.·fa Spain,

sorne years .since, '€ollectea whatever.w,as ~e' and

yaluable in the literature of the Peninsula. " 1 ínust

'furtner -acknowledge my obligations ta the', Iibrary

of Hatvard "!Jniversity, inCambridge~fromwbose

rich· repositdry of books relating toour.. ·. own country .

. I have '.derived.materialaid. ". And,: ...Jastly~; l .. '. must

not ' 'omit to notice' the, favors· of anóther ~ ·kirid for

which .1 aro indebted' td: my frien·d;·Mr.'-William H.-

. Gardiner, .. whose' judiciouscóunsels hate' _been., óf

essential benefit to me in the. revision of ,·my·]abors.:

'Inthe plan oCthe work" lhavenotlimited tny­
self ., too -'a .. stri~t 'chronolog.ical narrative oí.· ,: passing

eve~tg,--· but· have .occasionally .·.patl"sed,., at.,'the:· ·.ex...·
VOL. 1..·.b
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.pen~e,.,perhaps~·:of.same .interest in .the. ,story, to

seek'such:collat~ral information, as.might bri~g:these

. 'events into.a 'clearer vjew.. 1 have devoted .. a liberal

portian. of the work to. the literary .progress ~ of th~

nation, 'conceivingthis quit~ 'as essential ··a, part .of

-its history as civil and military details. I.have oeca-

sionally "introducerl, .at the' close .of: tbe chapters, [a

critica} notice of the authorities use~,' that the' reader

·may form sorne estinlate of .their. comparative 'value

. 'and ··credibility.· Finally, 1 have endeavoured' to

present 'him' with such' an.account; or· ihe .s~ate ,of
_.-

. aifairs, both befare the· accession, ando at: the demise

.of the Catholic sovereigns,' as.might. afford·him .. the

best points oC: view fen surveyjng tbe" ~ntire results

.of their reign. . -

How .. (ar ,1 have' succeeded~ .. in the execution. of

.this' plan,' must be left to .the' reader's .~andid judg­

. ~eÍlt•. Many. elTors' he may be able to detect. .Sure

:.I am, there can be' no' one more. sensible: oí. my
deficiencies, '. than' myself; although' it .,was .not.( t~

.after practical experience, that. 1 could fully estimate

.the diffi~ulty' of' obtaining .an)T thing: like .a .. faithful

. portrait~e 'of a distant age, .amidst the shifting .hues

and perplexing.cross lights of historie testimony.·

·From.one class·. of errors. my . subject. necessarily

exempts '-me.; .those founded·, onnational or· .party

..



\.

.. '

PREFACE~
•

"XI

'. -.-.... . ." , "-";':"'.

,f~eling." ,1 may "have ,been· :more, open :to·. another

'fault; that.·of ,too. strong a bias in favor, of ,my' prin'. ,

ci¡)al actors; for, 'characters,'· noble ~ 'tind ' interesting

in -themselves, , nat1,lrally: beget ;a '. sort' of'partiality

rikin 'to friendship, in, the', historian's71I1ind; 'accustomed

tothe daily, contemplation;ofthem~::, Whatever' de- '

fects may be 'charged ,on::theo-:, work,~~:I::can~'at;.leást

assure mjse1f; that itis'an'honest:record' ofa'reign

"iniportanf in Jtself,:new :to the reader in aÍl English
dress,' and 'resting" 'on.a'~ :'solid .basis','of 'authentic::'ma.;.l. . ' .' .~:.. .t ,.... • .. ' .~. '.

,tenals,' such",as' próbably could'~ not be','mét'~wlth,:'out "
,or· 'Spain", nar 'm',:it,~without, ':much ·difíicultjr.~ .~<:-.>~:~~"-':,','

, .> 1 hope 1'" shan: be' ac-guittcd'" 'oí :,,'egotism~: ,:although ,

, I'add ,'a feww:orils',' respécWIg tlíe psculiar'embar-

rassments 1 hllve enco~ntered, incomposingthese,

'volúmes" Soan aftermY',·arrangeni.ents'·'~were"·made,.

earlyin 1826,for obtaining the necessaíj, roaterials·

, fr()mMadrid,: l \vas: deprived 'of the,;use' ~'of~ my

eyes ' for .allpurposesof 'reading' ~d!/~riting/atid' .

hadno prospectof ,again .1'écoveringk:'Thhf.'wlls .

a" serious .obstade to:tbe '.prosecution,ofia :wbrk,·

,requirlng tbe 'pefusál of, á large'II1áss,ót atith()fiti~s,> •..
•iu,'various'la~güages,. tbe:contents.:,of~'~hich:"v~re .' ,.
, tobecarefullj collated,andtransferred·,to'myown·, ,.

". pages",~erifie&'by, l1linute<refer~IÍce~*""1'hus;shtt .,. '
• • •• ';' .'. .. ' .. , • ",: • - . :1 r ....'" '.' •• ' '.:: •• :;_.:...~. • '. -:,•• 0. :'. ' ••\ ',., 1,. ':' L: .-.. - '. ;" '.' .t.;:..' r , '. '...•*" To· colllplle"~· ~~ry' f~om ~o~s ,. ll.utliors, wherithey "ClUl, .'

only be consulted by otber eyes, is not '~asy, nor possible'~ 'but with ' ,
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out fromone sense,. 1. was driven to reIy exclusively

on ...nnQther, "ando tó make the ear do the. work 'of
.~ .. ~

the.: eye.. :: With ~be assistance' of a teader, uniJj...
. .

itiated, i.t may' be ..added, 'in" any .moderri. language

. but:·bis. QWO, 1 .. worked roy way' through "severa!

'venerable Castili.an ·.'quartos, until 1 was.·satisfied

of the practicability' oC the undertaking. 1 next

procured the services of' one more competent to

nid' me in pursuing roy' historical in~uiries. "; The
prQcess was slow" 'and irksome enough, 'doubtless~

~_t__Q bQth par;ties, at least. tiU my ear wasac~omIIio.

dated to foreign ~ounds, and,'an .antiquated, often.;.

time$ '. barbarous phraseolog~, whell my progress.
bec~e Qlore' sensible, ancl: I was cheened' 'with ·tbe
~tospect of success~ .It certainly wouI~ have been a.

I

.far mor~ ~erious ,~isfortune, to' be led thus blindfold·

thrQQ'gh ." th~ 'pleas~nt paths of literature; hut· my

track .stretch~d, fOl: the most part, across. dreary "

wastes, where ·no· bea\lty lurked" to arrest· the trav...

. eller's eye and charm hi~ senses.· After persevering ,

in .. this course' for SOlDe years, 'my '. eyes, by the···

bl~ssing of ~J:ovidence, re~()vered· sufficient strength·

,more '~killbl and attentiv~ help' tban can ·00 .commonly obtalned.;'·
(Johnson's .Life qf Milton.) This. remar~ oC ~e great.Qriti~, which
first engaged. my attention in tba midst of my, embarrassments,
although discouraging at 'first, in therend ~ulated"~e""de~ire~'
overcome them•. · .

•

.; .
! .

"f
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to allow me to' use them,\vith tolerable freedotn; i~
. .

the· prosecution 'oí my íabors, andin the revisiofi
of. aU previously written.· Ihope _1-shaU.'not be

.. .

misnnderstood; as' stating' fueSé' circúmstattces '.lo

deprecate ·the· severity'of criticism; since"ram' Íti--·,

clined to' think the greater .drcllmspection. l' have

.been. compelled to u~e. has left me,' on thé·whole,
less -exposed to iriaccuracies, 'thanI 'should, have··been

, ,.' . . . '. -~, ,,: . . '~'. .,','

in the ordinary. móde of co~positi6lí•.,' ,Bul',' tls '.1

reflect on the· 'many 'sober hours· Ihave passed in
wading through'blackletter, tomes." and,'tbr¿ugh'

.............-_ JIlanuséripts whosedoubtful orth~gmphyanddefi~
anceof 'aH pUilCtuatiofi. \\tere 'so manjrstunihlii:1g~,

,blocksto my ,.amánúetis~~ ,itcaUs ·~p.'a.scefie:>:df •',' "ene
whiIIl.sical distresses;' 'not 'usually eIicóuntered,~ ·()rt
which the good~natured reader may~perhaps,- allow

, Ihavesome right, nOw that Ihave got theb~ttér of '
tbero, to' dwell with 'satisfactioni:· ..':'. .:} ".' ~ ,., .

"", .. '.

" ~ 't .......

-.' 1 ·will'· .only remark, ': iri 'conclusion·· ····of; ·tbis ". too .'

prolix·' discussioil aboutmyselr" 'that, ',,'liiié' making

, ~y tortoise..like •progr8~s;' 1,saw what ,. Ihadfondly ,", '

, lookéd upon' as' myowfi grotirid; (bavíng rodeed laili . ' ",'

umnólested by any'other .invader fOI' so rrtanyages,) ,

, suddEmiy e~téred,andinpmt·~ééupied;h.t· 6nébf'"
fity countrymen. '. lallucle tol\f¿ Inrrng,s·" IDs.. ',"

.•. 'tory'"oC:Columbtis ">~rid' ~'Chronicíeor Gl'ailada ';,' '
. , . .', .'
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the lsubje.cts ~f'which,_ 'although covering but ,a' small

part of my whole, plan,' for~: certa:inly two of its

most brilliant, portions~ Now;, alas! if,not. devoi4,

,of interest,' they are, at least, stripped. of the charm

,of. novelty. ' For' what eye has not. been ' attrac~e~'

,to t~e ,spot" on ,vhich the ,light' of that writer's
genius has fallen ~' :, '

/ 1 cannot quit",the subject wh~ch,has :,so.long,oecu:-'

,pied ~e, with~ut one glance at the p~esent, unhapp.r

condition of Spain; who,- shorn of., he~ "aneient
. '. . ..'.. .¡.

1 splendor" humbled by, the lossof, ~mpire ~broad,

and cre4it, at horne, is. abandoned to 'all the evils of

anarchy.', ,Yet, deplorable,' as, this conditi~n is, it is

not ,sobad, as the; letnargy :in' ,whi~ll she has,D.ee~

¡¡ sunk fOI:~ges. Better Be bUlTied forward for' a

D), season on the wings oí the tempest,'than stagnate

. in a deathlike calm, fatal. alik,e t~ ~nte~lectual, and

moral progress. The" crisis ,of. a,' ,rev~lution, when
, '

old th~gs'. are passing away, and n~w on.es,, are not

yet, establi,shed, is, indeed" fearful., Ev~n the ¡mme­

diate ',consequences 9f ~ts a~h~evement are scarcely
, '.

less so to a people who have yet to: learn by ex- '.
perim~nt ,the.precise form "of institutions best suited·

• .• • • ., ~ " , ¡"

• • ,,ji ,

to their wants,. and to accommodate their character

to these'institutions..... S~ch results .must come~~h
ti~e" ,however, ir. the nation be, but true to itsell:

J
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." Che l' antico valore'
--non eancor morto." .

. . ' ..

"

And t~a~ ~.' they .willcome, sooner or later, JO the

Spaniards, surely no one can di~trust. who is' at all

conve~sant with their e'arlier history,and has wit­

nessed. the ~xamples it affords of heroi~ .. ·:virtue,

devoted patriotism, and generous .love oí 'fr~ed,om;

. .. . . .'. .

Clouds and darkness have; indeed, settled thick
. ...

arou~d the throne of tbe youthful Isabella; hut not
. . .. . ... .

a deeper darkness' tha~ tbat which covered the .. land·

__in._'the first yearsof her illustrious namesaké; and
'. . ..... ...' ..,.' '. '. I .'

we may 'humbly' trust, that the' same Providence, .
.which .' guided her reign' to so' prosperoús a terlllina- .

. '. ..' . ". .

tion, may carry th~ nation safe through its present

.perils, and secure to it the'greatest oí earthly bJess~

ings, civil and religious liberty. ' J'
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