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Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1837,
py Wicrian H. PrescorrT,
in the Clerk’s office of the District Court for the District of Massachusetts.
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PREFACE.

| ENér.rsrr rvriters have done more for the illus-
tration of Spamsh hlstory, tha.n for that of any |
other except their own. To say nothmg of the
‘recent. general compendlum, execute;d for the % Cab-—
~ Inet Cyclopaedla,” a work of singular acuteness and
mformatlon, we have partlcular narratlves of 'the
several relgns, 1n an unbroken serles, from the em-
petor | Charles ‘the Fifth (the First of Spain) to
Charles the Third, at the close of the last century, )

by authors Whose names are a sufficient guaranty o

for the excellence of their productlons. It is smgu- R

lar, that, with this attentlon to the modern hlstory
of the Pemnsula, there should be no parucular ac-:_
count of the penod Whlch may be conmdered as

the proper basxs of 1t, -wthe relgn of Ferdmand b d e

Tsabella, . R
In this reign, the several States, mto Whlch the

3 .country had been broken up for ages, were bmught
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“under a common rule; the kingdom of Naples was

conquered ; America discovered and colonized ; the
ancient empire of the Spanish Arabs subverted;

‘the dread tribunal of the Modern Inquisition estab-

lished ; the Jews, who contributed so sensibly to
the wealth and civilization of the country, were ban-

‘ished ; and, in fine, such changes were introduced

into the interior administration of the monarchy, as
have left a permanent impression on the character
and condition of the nation. | | |
The actors in these events, were every way suited
to their importance. -BeSides the reigning sove-
reigns,  Ferdinand: _'and Isabella, the latter._certainly
one of the most interesting personages in hiStdry,
we have, in political affairs, that consummate states-
man, Cardinal Ximenes, in mlhtary, the « Great |
Captam,”_ Gonsalvo de Cordova, and in ‘maritime,

- the most' successful navigator of any age, Christo-
| ‘pher Columbus whose entire blographles fall within

the limits of this perlod - Even such portxons of it
as have been madentally ‘touched by English wri-
ters, as the Italian wars, for example, ‘have been

drawn SO excluswely from French and Ttalian

sources, that they may be said to be untrodden

- ground for the hlstorlan of Spamn.* .

- % The only hlstones of this rexgn by contmental wnters, thh
wluch I am acquainted, are the “ Hmton-e des Rois Catholiques



