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PREF.ACE.

". . . . .' . '. . . .

. ENGLISH writers have done more" foro the illus~. .

tration of Spanish history, than for '. that ofany

other excepttheir' own. .To say.nothing or, the
.recent general compendium; éxecutEfd for th~ "Cab~ "

. inet eyclopreilia,'; awork of sillgular ariuteiu~ss .and .

fuformation,' we' have particular· narrati\tes of. the

severalreigns, in an unbroKen series,' from t;lie em- •.'
peror Uliarles the Fifth. {the First'of Sp~in)'to :.
. '. • . '. .' . '. j.' " . '

Charl~s the Third;. at the' close of ·the Iast century,

by auth~rs .whose na~es are' a. sufficient guaranty . .
fo~ thee~cenence oftheir. prodtiCtio~s•.•.. It issingu- ."

lar, .that, with iliis áttention te)' theIÍ1~defu'histbry
of the PeIlinsula, there ~hotdd be: n()par.ticúI~ac~ ..'

. connt" Óf theperiod, which 'Irtay'b~:he)risider~d'as .', .
the prope~ basis of it, ..:... thereign' oC' Ferdfuand:ánd " .

", . . . l •. ' ~: . , , ...: I . . A" • '." '. • • ',,;..'

IsabelIa. . .... .; .." " '"

. . In this reign,' the seve~l. States;intowhich .tbe
:country 'hado been broken,up" for.ages,.were brought .
'-, , . . , ,) :;:.> ',;.. ~,' . <. '. ",' . '~... :: :. ' ~"
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under a common rule; the kingdom of Naples "~as

conquered; America discovered and colonized; the

ancient empire of the Spanish Arabs subverted;

.the dread tribunal of the Modem Inql;lisition estab~

lished; the Jews, who contributed 'so sensibly too

the ,vealth and civilization of the country, were ban-

~ ished; and, in fine, such changes were introduced

-¡nto the interior. administration of the monarchy, as

have left a permanent impression on the character

and condition of the nation.,

The actors in these events, were every way suited

to t~eir importance. ' ·Besides the reigning sove..

reigns, Ferdinand- .and ,Isabella, .the latter. certainly;

I one of the most interesting iªel\sonages in' history,

:w:e haye, in politic~ affairs, that'consummate states~
man, ,Cardinal Ximenes, in military, 'the "Great

Captain,". Gonsalvo de, Cordova, .. and in. maritime,

~he most successful nayigator, of .any age, .Christ~

pher. C~lumbus; whose entire biograpbies fal! 'witbin .
. . . ~ . .'

. the, limits of tbis perlod. . Even .s~c~ portions. .of it

as have,' been incidentally. iouched by'English',wri

ters, as the Italian wars, Jor example, have been

"drawn so exclusively "fromFrench,', ,and' Italian '

sources, that th~y' may be said to be 'untrodden
.........

ground for ,the historian of Spain..* .'
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.. • The' onIy ,. histories .of tbis reign.·by continent8I '"writers, ,with
which 1 am acquainted, ate the "Histoire des Rois' Catholiques' ,


