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notice of the enemy, part of whose armament lay off
the mouth of the Great Port, to prevent the arrival
of succors to the besieged, —and on the 6th of
September, under cover of the evening, entered the
Bay of Melecca, on the western side of the island.?
The next morning, having landed his forces, with
their baggage and military stores, the viceroy sailed
again for Sicily, to bring over an additional reinforce-
ment of four thousand .troops, then waiting in Mes-
sina. He passed. near enough to the beleaguered
fortresses to be descried by the garrisons, whom he
saluted with three salvos of artillery, that sent joy
into their hearts.? It had a very different effect on
- the besiegers. They listened with nervous credulity
to the exaggerated reports that soon reached them, of
- the strength of the reinforcement landed in the island,
by which they expected to be speedily assaulted in
- their trenches. Without delay, Mustapha made pre-
parations- for his departure. - His heavy guns”and
camp equipage were got on board the galleys and .
smaller vessels, lying off the entrance 6f the Great -
Port, — and-all as silently and expeditiously as possi-
ble. - La Valette had hoped that some part of the
Spanish reinforcement would be detached during the
night to the aid of the garrison, when he proposed to
sally on the enemy, and, if nothing better came of it,
to get possession of their 'cannon, so much needed for
his own fortifications. But no such aid arrived ; and,
Kaighis of Malte, a0h 0 p 83, Sebondor mmpens, Vita i Filippo
Calderon, . Gloriosa Defensa. de - 3 “Como nuestra armada estuvo
. Malta, pp. 172-176. — De Thou; en parte § la descubriamos clara-

Histoire Universelle, tom. v. p. 88, -mente, cada galera tiro tres vezes.”
— Cabrera, Filipe Segundo, lib. vi. _ Balbi, Verdadera Relacion, fol. 104,
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through the long night, he impatiently listened to the
creaking of the wheels that bore off the artillery to
the ships.*

With the first light of morning the whole Ottoman
force was embarked on board the vessels, which,
weighing anchor, moved round to Port Musiette, on
the other side of St. Elmo, where the Turkish fleet,
the greater part .of which lay there, was now busily
preparing for its departure. No sooner had the
enemy withdrawn, than the besieged poured out into
the deserted trenches. One or two of those huge
pieces of ordnance, which, from their unwieldy size,
it was found impossible to remove, had been aban-
doned by the Turks, and remained a memorable
trophy of the siege.” The Christians were not long
in levelling the Moslem intrenchments; and very soon
the flag of St. John was seen cheerily waving in the
breeze, above the ruins of St. Elmo. The grand-
master now called his brethren together to offer up
their devotions in the same church of St. Lawrence
where he had so often invoked the protection of
Heaven during the siege. * Never did music sound
sweeter to human ears,” exclaims Balbi, ¢ than when
those bells summoned us to mass, at the same hour at

which, for three months past, they had sounded the

4 «En el retirar su artilleria,
tan calladamente que no se sentia
sino el chillido de las ruedas, y
Dios sabe lo que al gran Maestre
pesava, porque siempre tuvo espe-
ranca de ganarle parte della, si el
soccorro se - -descubriera.” Ibid.,
fol. 105.

5 The armory, in the govern-
ment palace of Valetta, still con-.
tains a quantity of weapons, sabres,

arquebuses, steel bows, and the
like, taken at different times from
the Turks. Among others is a
cannon of singular workmanship,
but very inferior in size to the two
pieces of ordnance mentioned in
the text. (See Bigelow’s Travels
in Malta and Sicily, p. 226.) Those
glorious trophies of the great siege
should have found a place among
the national relics. '
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alarm against the enemy.” ¢ A procession was formed
of all the members of the order, the soldiers, and the
citizens. The services were performed with greater
solemnity, as well as pomp, than could be observed in
the hurry and tumult of the siege; and, with over-
flowing hearts, the multitude joined in the T¢ Deum,
and offered up thanks to the Almighty and the
Blessed Virgin for their deliverance from their ene-
mies.” It was the 8th of September, the day of the
Nativity of the Virgin, — a memorable day in the
annals of Malta, and still observed by the inhabitants

. as their most glorious anniversary.

Hardly had the Turkish galleys, with Mustapha on
board, joined the great body of the fleet in- Port
Musiette, than that commander received such intelli-
gence as convinced him that the report of the Spanish
numbers had been greatly exaggerated. He felt that
he had acted precipitately, thus, without a blow, to
abandon; the field to an enemy his inferior in strength.
His head may well have trembled on his shoulders, as
he thought of returning thus dishonored to the pre-

sence of his indignant master. Piali, it is said, was

not displeased at the mortification of his rival. . The

want of concert between them had, in more than one

instance, interfered with the success of their opera-

tions. It was now, however, agreed that Mustapha

6.« Yo no creo que musica jamas Bélbi, Verdadera.v Relacion, fol.
105. :

consolasse humanos sentidos, como »
4 nosotros. consolo el son de nue- 7 “ Esta mafiana pues tocaron la

% it i
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stras campanas, alos ocho, dia dela
Natividad de nuestra sefiora. Por-
que el gran Maestre las hizo tocar
todas ala hora que se solia tocar al
arma, y avia tres meses que no las
aviamos oydo sino para arma.”

missa, la cual se canto muy de ma-
nana, y en pontifical, muy solem-
nemente, dando gracias 4 nuestro
gefior Dios, y & su bendita madre
por las gracias que nos avian he-
cho.” Ibid., ubi supra. :
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should disembark, with such of the troops as were in
fighting order, and give battle to the Spaniards.
Piali, meanwhile, would quit the port, which lay ex-
posed to St. Elmo, —mnow in his'enemy’s hands, —
and anchor farther west, in the roads of St. Paul.-

~ The troops from Sicily, during this time, had ad-
vanced into the interior, in the neighborhood of Citta
Notable,—or, as it is now called, Citta Vecchia.
They were commanded by Ascanio de la Corfia, an
officer who had gained a name in the Italian wars.
Alvaro de Sandé was second in command, the same
captain who made. so heroic a defence in the isle of
Gelves against the Turks. The chivalrous daring of
the latter officer was well controlled by the circum-
spection of the former. -

. La Valette, who kept a vigilant eye on the move-
ments of the Turks, was careful to advise Don
Ascanio that they had again disembarked, and were
on their march against him. .The Spanish" general
took up a strong position on an eminence, the ap-
proach to which was rugged and difficult in the
extreme. Thus secured, the prudent chief proposed
to await the assault of the Moslems. Butthe Knights
of St. John, who had accompanied the Sicilian
succors, eager for vengeance on the hated enemies
| of their order, called loudly to be led against the
1 infidel. In this they were joined by the fiery De
4 Sandé and the greater part of the' troops. When
“ the Moslem banners, therefore, came in s1ght and
he the dense columns of the enemy were seen advancing
: across the country, the impatience of the Christians
was not to be restrained. The Voicqs of the officers
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‘were ‘unheeded. Don Ascanio saw it was not wise

to balk this temper of the troops. They were hastily
formed in order of battle, and then, like a mountain
torrent, descended sw1ftly against the foe.

On their left was a hill, crowned by a small tower

that commanded. the plain.. The Turks had suc-

ceeded in getting possession of this work. . A detach-
ment of Spaniards scaled the eminence, attacked the
Turks, and, after a short struggle, carried the fort.
Meanwhile the Maltese chivalry, with Sandé and the
great body of the army, fell with fury on the front
and flanks of the enemy. The Turkish soldiers,
disgusted by the long and disastrous siege, had
embarked with great alacrity ; and they had not
repressed their murmurs of discontent, when they
were again made to land and renew the conflict.
Sullen and disheartened, they were in no condition
to receive the shock of the Spaniards. - Many were
borne down by it at once, their ranks were broken, and

their whole body was thrown into disarray. Some
few endeavored to make head against their assailants.

Most thought only of securing safety by flight.
The knights followed close on the fugitives. Now

‘was the hour of vengeance. No quarter was given. .
Their swords were reddened with the blood of the

infidel.8 :
Mustapha, careless of ‘his own life, made the most

~intrepid efforts to save his men. He was ever in

the hottest of the action. Twice he was unhorsed,
and had nearly fallen into the hands of his enemies.

8 «No dexando de pelear ‘aquel  espadas.” Balbl, Verdadera Rela.-

- dia, y en sangrentar muy bien sus - cion, fol. 119,
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‘At -length, rallying a body of musketeers, he threw
himself into the rear, to cover the retreat of the
army. Facing about, he sent such a well-directed
volley among his pursuers, who were coming on in
disorder, that they were compelled to halt. Don
Alvaro’s horse was slain under him. Several knights
were wounded or brought to the ground. But as those
in the rear came up, Mustapha was obliged to give
way, and was soon swept along with the tide of battle
in the direction of the port of St. Paul, where the fleet
was ‘at anchor. Boats were in readiness to receive
the troops; and a line of shallops, filled with arque-
busiers, was drawn up alongside of them, to cover
the embarkation. But the Spaniards, hurried for-
ward by the heat of the pursuit, waded up to their
girdles into the sea, and maintained an incessant
fire on the fugitives, many of whom fell under it,
while others, vainly endeavoring to swim to the
ships, perished in the waves ; and their bodies, tossed
upon the sands, continued for many a day to poison
the atmosphere.’—This was the last effort of Mus-
tapha ; and the Turkish admiral, gathering together
the wreck of his forces, again weighed anchor, and
spreading his sails to the breeze, steered his course
for the Levant." » s T

[BoOK 1v.

9 “Lo qual se vio claramente
‘dende a dos o tres dias porque los
cuerpos que se avian ahogado su-
bieron encima del agua, los quales
eran tantos que parecian mas de
tres mil, y avia tanto hedor en
todo aquello que no se podia
‘hombre llegar ala cala.,” Ibid,
fol. 120.

_As an offset against the three
thousand of the enemy who thus

perished - by fire and water, the
chronicler gives us four Christians
slain in the fight, and four smoth-
ered from excessive heat in their
armor ! v

© For the preceding pages see
Balbi (Verdadera Relacion, fol.
117-121.), who contrived to be
%resent in the action; also Vertot,

nights of Malta, vol. iii. pp. 85—
387.; De Thou, Histoire Universelle,
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- The principal officers of the Spanish army, together
with the knights, then crossed over to Il -Borgo.'t
They met there with a cordial welcome; but the
knights, as they embraced their comrades, were greatly
shocked by their appearance,—their wan and care-
worn countenances, their emaciated figures, their
long and matted hair, and their squalid attire. Many
were disfigured by honorable scars ; some were miser-
ably maimed; others wore bandages over wounds
not yet healed. It was a piteous sight, too plainly
intimating the extremity of suffering to which they
had been reduced; and as the knights gazed on their
brethren, and called to mind the friends they had
lost, their hearts were filled with unspeakable an-
guish.? '

On the fourteenth of September, the viceroy reap-
peared with the fleet, bearing the remainder of the
reinforcement from- Sicily.  The “admiral’s pennant
displayed, a cross, intimating that it was a holy war
in which they were engaged.’* As the squadron
came proudly up the Great Port, with pennons and
streamers gayly flying from its masts, it was wel-
comed by salvos of artillery from the fortresses and
bastions around ; and the rocky shores, which had

cHAP. V.] REJOICINGS OF THE CHRISTIANS..

tom.v. p. 89.; Miniana, Hist. de
Espafia, p. 353.; Campana, Vita di
Filippo Secondo, tom. ii. p. 160. ;
Herrera, Historia General, tom. i.
p. £91.; Calderon, Gloriosa Defensa
de Malta, p. 180. et seq.

11 « Qe vyinieron al Burgo, tanto
por ver la persona del gran Ma-
estre tan dichosa y valerosa, como
por ver la grandissima disformidad
y ‘llaneza de nuestras baterias.”

Ballbi, Verdadera Relacion, fol,
121. . .
. 1# Vertot, Knights of Malta, vol.
1l p. 39. L

18 ¢« Al entrar del qual despues
que la Real capitana uvo puesto.
sus estandartes los pusieron todas
las demas, y mmuy ricos, la Real
traya enla flama un crucifixo muy
devoto.” Balbi, Verdadera Rela~ -
cion, fol. 122. =



444 ' SIEGE OF MALTA. [Boox 1v.

so long reverberated only with the din of war, now
echoed to the sounds of jubilee. : . ’

The grand-master came down to the landing-place
below St. Angelo, to receive the viceroy, with the
nobles and cavaliers who followed in histrain. They
had come too late to share the dangers of the besieged,
but not too late to partake their triumph. They were
courteously conducted by La Valette, across the scene
of desolation, to his own palace, which, though in an
exposed quarter of the town, had so far escaped as to

be still habitable. As- the strangers gazed on the
~ remains of the fortifications, nearly levelled to the
ground, they marvelled that the shadowy forms which
they saw gliding among the ruins could have so long
held out against the Moslem armies. Well had they
earned for their city the title of Vittoriosa, * The Vic-
torious,” which, ‘supplanting that of 1l Bbrg(), still
commemorates its defence against the infidel.

La Valette had provided an entertainment for his
illustrious guests, as good as his limited resources
would allow; but it is said that the banquet was re-
inforced by a contribution from the viceroy’s own
stores.’*  On the departure of the Spaniards, he
showed his gratitude, while he indulged his munificent
spirit, by bestowing handsome presents on the cap-
tains and a liberal largess of money on the soldiers.s

14 «“Fueronse para Palacio, 15 Balbi expresses his satisfac-
adonde dio el gran Maestre a todos  tion at the good cheer, declaring
muy realmente de cenar, porque ya - that the dainties brought by the
el governador del Gozo le avia viceroy, however costly, seemed
embiado muchos refrescos, y don  cheap to men who had been paying
Garcia y todos los capitanes del ar- two ducats for a fowl, and a real
mada le presentaron de la misma and a half for an egg. Ibid., ubi
manera.” Ibid., ubi supra. supra. :
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On his way, the viceroy had -discovered the Otto-
man fleet formed in compact “order, -and standing
under press of sail towards the east. He was too far
inferior’in strength to care to intercept its course 6,
and the squadron reached in safety the port of Con-
stantinople.” Solyman had already received despatches
preparing him for the reéturn of the fleet, and the
failure of the expedition. It threw him into one of
those paroxysms of ungovernable passion to which the
old sultan seems to' have been somewhat ‘addicted in
the latter years of his life. With impotent fury, he
stamped on the letters, it is said, and, protesting that
there was hone of his officers whom he could trust, he
swore to lead an expedition against Malta the coming’
year, and put every man in theisland to the sword 17
He had the magnanimity, however, not to wreak his’
‘vengeance on the unfortunate commanders. ~Theless
to attract public notice,” he caused the fleet bearing
the shattered remains of the army to come into port
in the night-time; -thus affording a contrast suffi-
ciently striking to the spectacle presented by the
brilliant armament which a few months before had
sailed from the Golden Horn amidst the Joyous actla-
mations of the multitude.

The arms of Solyman the Second, durmg his long
and glonous reign, met with no reverse so humiliating
as his failure in the siege of Malta. To say nothing
of the cost of the maritime preparations, the waste of
life was prodigious, amounting to more than thirty
thousand men, Moors included, and comprehendmg'

16 Herrera, Historia General, 17 Vertot, nghts of Malta, vol.:
vol. i. p. §92. = 9 iii. p. 88. - 5 )




446
the very best troops in the empire. This was a loss
of nearly three fourths of the original force of the
besieging army, —an almost incredible amount, show-
ing that pestilence had been as actively at work as the
sword of the enemy.!8 -

Yet the loss in this siege fell most grievously on
the Christians. Full two hundred knights, twenty-
five hundred soldiers, and more than seven thousand
inhabitants,—men, women, and children,—are said
to have perished.® The defences of the island were
razed to the ground. The towns were in ruins; the
villages burnt ; the green harvests cut down before
they had time to ripen. The fiery track of war was
over every part of Malta. Well might the simple in-
habitants rue the hour when the Knights of St. John
first set foot upon their shores. . The military stores
were exhausted, the granaries empty; the treasury
“was at the lowest ebb.  The members of the order
had now to begin the work of constructing their for-
tunes over again. But still they enjoyed the glory of
victory. They had the proud consciousness of having
baffled, with their own good swords, the whole
strength of the Ottoman empire. The same invin-

SIEGE OF MALTA. [Booxk 1v.

18 Balbi, Verdadera Relacion,
fol. 121. — De Thou reduces the
mortality totwenty thousand. (Hist.

fol. 128. — Balbi gives a list of all
the knights who perished in the
siege. Cabrera makes a similar

Universelle, tom. v. p. 592.) Her-
rera, on the other hand, raises it to

forty thousand. (Historia General,

tom. i. p. 90.) The whole Moslem
force, according to Balbi, was forty-
eight thousand, exclusive of sea-
men. Of these about thirty thou-
sand were Turks. The remainder be-
longed to the contingents furnished
by Dragut and Hassem. Conf. fol.
25. and 121.

19 Balbi, Verdadera Relacion,

estimate of the Christian loss.
(Filipe Segundo, lib. vi. cap. 28.)
De Thou rates it somewhat lower
(Hist. Universelle, tom. v. p. 90.) ;
and Vertot lower still. (Knights of
Malta, vol. iii. p. 88.) Yet Balbi
may be thought to show too little
disposition, on other occasions, to
exaggerate the loss of his own side
for us to suspect him of exaggera-
tion here.
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cible spirit still glowed in their bosoms, and they
looked forward with unshaken confidence to the
future. "

Such were the results of this memorable siege, —
one of the most memorable sieges, considering the
scale of the preparations, the amount of the forces,
and the spirit of the defence, which are recorded on
the pages of history. It would not be easy, even for
a military man, after the lapse of three centuries, to
criticize with any degree of confidence the course
pursued by the combatants, so as to determine to what
causes may be referred the failure of the -besiegers.
One obvious fault, and of the greatest moment, was
“that already noticed, of not immediately cutting off
the communications with St. Elmo, by which supplies
were constantly thrown into that fortress from the;
opposite side of the harbor.. Another, similar in its
nature, was, that, with so powerful a navy as the
Turks had at their command, they should have al-
lowed communications to be maintained by the be-
sieged with Sicily, and reinforcements thus introduced
into the island. We find Mustapha and Piali throw-
ing the blame of this mutually on each other, especi-
ally in the case of Cardona, whose most seasonable
succors might easily have been intercepted, either by
land or sea, with proper vigilance on the part of the
Turkish commanders. * A serious impediment in the
way of the besiegers was the impossibility of forcing
a subsistence for the troops from a barren spot like
Malta, and the extreme difficulty of obtaining supplies
from other quarters, when so easily intercepted by
the enemy’s cruisers. Yet the Turkish galleys lying

A oo~
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“idle in the western port might have furnished a ready.
convoy, one might suppose, for transports bringing
provisions from the Barbary coast. But we find no
such thing attempted. To all these causes of failure
‘must be added the epidemic, which, generated under
the tropical heats of a Maltese summer, spread like a
murrain through the camp of the bes1eders, sweepmg
them off by thousands. '

It operated well for the besieged, that the great
advance made in the science of fortification was such,
in the latter half of the sixteenth century, as'in a
great degree to counterbalance the -advantages se-
cured to the besiegers by the use of artillery, — espe-
cially such clumsy artillery, and so awkwardly served,
as that of the Turks. But these advantages would
have ‘proved of little worth, had it not been for the
~ character of the men who ‘were to profit by them. Tt
was the character 'of the defenders  that'constituted
the real strength of the defence. ~This was the true
« bulwark that resisted every effort of the Ottoman
arms, when all outward defences were swept away.
Every knight was animated by a sentiment of devo-
tion to his order, and that hatred to the infidel in
which he had been nursed from his cradle, and which
had become a part of his existence. These sentiments
he ‘had happily succeeded in’ commumcatmg to his’
followers, and even to the people of the island. Thus
1mpelled by an unswervmg ‘principle of conduct, the .
whole body exhibited that unity and promptness  of
- action’ which belongs to an individual. From the
ﬁrst hour of the siege to the last, all idea of hstemng
to terms from the enemy was rejécted.” Every man
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was prepared to die rather than surrender. One
exception only occurred, — that of a private soldier
in La Sangle, who, denying the possibility of hold-
ing out against the Turks, insisted on the neces-
sity of accepting the terms offered to the garrison.
The example of his cowardice might have proved con-
tagious ; and the Wretched man eXpla.ted his offence:
on the gallows. 20 : :

- Above all, the strenoth of the bemeged lay in the:
character of their chlef ~ La Valette was one of those’
rare men whom Providence seems to raise up for
special occasions, .so wonderfully are their peculiar.
qualities suited to. the emergency. - To that attach-
ment to his order which he had in common with his
brethren, he united a strong religious sentiment, sin~
cere and. self-sacrificing, which shone, through every:
act of his life. This gave him an absolute ascendency
over his followers, which he had the capacity to turn
to full account. ~ He possessed many of the réquisites
for success in action ; great experience, a quick eye, a
cool judgment. To these was united a fixedness of
purpose not. to be shaken by menace or entreaty; and
which was only to be redeemed from the imputation
of obstinacy by the extraordinary character of the
_circumstances in which he was placed. The reader
will recall a memorable example, when La Valette
insisted on defending St. Elmo to the last, in defiance
not only of the remonstrance, but the resistance, of its

20 wEy todo- este sitio no se a apneto, que mas valxera que tomar-
justiciado “sino’ un solo Italiano  amoslas quatro pagas que ] los turcos
Senes el qual mando justiciar Mel- - nos ofrécian, y el passage.” . Balbi,
chior " de Robles: porque dixo" Verdadera, Relacxon, fol. 128
publicamente estando'en el mayor

VOL. I. GG
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garrison. Another equally pertinent is his refusal,
though in opposition to his council, to abandon the
town and retire to St. Angelo. One can hardly doubt
that on” his decision, in both these cases, rested the
fate of Malta. S

La Valette was of a serious turn, and, as it would
seem, with a tendency to sadness in his temperament.
In the portraits that remain of him, his noble features
are touched with a shade of melancholy, which, taken
in connection with his history, greatly heightens the
interest of their expression. His was not the buoyant
temper, the flow of animal spirits,’which carries a
man over every obstacle in his way. Yet he could
comfort the sick; and cheer the desponding; not by
making light of danger, but by encouraging them
like* brave men- fearlessly to face it. He did not
delude his followers by the promises — after he had
himself found' them to be delusive— of foreign succor.
He taught them, instead, to rely on the succor of the
Almighty, who would never desert those who were
fighting in his cause. He infused into them the spirit
of martyrs, — that brave spirit which, arming the
soul with contempt of death, makes the weak man
stronger than the strongest.

- There is one mysterious circumstance in the hlstory
of this siege which has never been satisfactorily ex-
plained, i the conduct of the viceroy of Sicily. Most

- writers account for it by supposing -that he only acted

in obedience to the secret instructions of his master,
unwﬂhng to hazard the safety of his fléet by interfer-
ing in behalf of the knights, unless such interference
became absolutely necessary. But even on such a
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supposition the viceroy does not stand excused ; for it
was little less than a miracle that the knights were
not exterminated before he came to their relief ; and

we can hardly suppose that an astute, far-sighted

prince, like Philip, who had been so eager to make

conquests from the Moslems in Africa, would have

consented that the stronghold of the Mediterranean
should pass into the hands of the Turks, It seems
more probable that Don Garcia, aware of the greater
strength of the Turkish armament, and oppressed by
the responsibility of his situation as viceroy of Sicily,
should have shrunk from the danger to which that
island would be exposed by the destruction of his
fleet. On any view of the case, it is difficult to ex-
plain a course so irreconcilable with the plan of
operations concerted with the grand-master, and the
promises of  support given to him by Don Garc:la, at
the beginning of the siege.

La Valette, we are told, subsequently complamed
of the viceroy’s conduct to Pius the Fifth; and that
pontiff . represented the affair to the king of Spain.
Don Garcia had, soon after; the royal péermission’ to
retire from the government of -Sicily. He withdrew
to the kingdom of Naples, whére he. passed the re-
mainder of his days, without public employment of
any kind, and died in-obscurity.?— Such a fate may
not be thought, after all, conclusive evidence that he
had not acted in obedlence to the prlvate mstructlons
of his sovereign.

The reader, who has’ followed La Valette through

-1 For this act of retributive jus- ity to glve than Vertot, Knights of

tice, so agreeable to the feelings of =~ Malta; vol. iiis P 18 .
- the reader, I have no other autho- .

Go 2
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the siege of Malta, may perhaps feel some curiosity
to learn the fate of this remarkable man. — The dis-
comfiture of the Turks caused a great sensation
throughout Europe. ' In Rome the tidings were an-

“nounced by the discharge of cannon, illuminations,’

and bonfires. - The places of public business were:
closed. The shops were shut. The only places
opened were the churches; and thither persons of
every rank — the pope, the cardinals, and the people’
—thronged in processmn, and joined in pubhc thanks-
giving for’ the auspicious event. The rejoicing was’
great all along the shores of the Mediterranean , Where'
the inhabitants had so severely suffered from the ra--
vages of the Turks.. The name of La Valette was on
every tongue, as that of the true champion of the
cross. Crowned heads vied with one another in the
honors and. compliments which they paid him. The

king of Spain 'sent him a“present of a sword and

poniard, the handles of which were of ‘gold superbly

mounted with diamonds. The envoy, who delivered

these in presence of the assembled knights, accom-'
pamed the.gift with a pompous eulogy on La Valette
himself, whom he pronounced the greatest captain of
the age, beseeching him to continue to employ his’
sword in defence of Christendom. = Pius the Fifth-
sent him — what, considering - the grand-master CR
position, may be thought a 'singular compliment —a’
cardinal’s hat.. La Valette, however, declined it, on"
the ground that his duties as a cardinal would inter-
fere with those which devolved on him as head of the

order. - Some referred his refusal to modesty; others,

with probably quite as much reason, to his unw1111ng-A_'
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‘ness to compromise his. present dignity by accepting
. a subordinate station.2 - . T

But La Valette had no time to dally with idle com=

pliments and honors.  His little domain lay in ruins
around him; and his chief thought now was how
to restore its fortunes. The first year after the siege,
‘the knights had good reason to fear a new invasion of
‘the Moslems ; and Philip quartered a garrison of near
fifteen thousand troops in the island for its protec-
tion.®® But Solyman fortunately turned his arms
against a nearer enemy, and died in the course of the
" same year, while carrying on the war against Hun-
gary.?* Selim, his successor, found another direction
for his ambition.. Thus relieved of his enemies, the
~grand-master was enabled to devote all his energies
to the great work of rebuilding his fallen capital, and
 placing the island in a more perfect state of defence
than it had ever been. He determined on transferring
the residence of the order to the high land of Mount
‘Sceberras, which divides the two harbors, and which
-would give him the command of both. His quick eye
readily discerned those advantages of the" position,
-which time has since fully proved. Here he resolved

22 Tbid., pp. 39, 40. — Calderon,
Gloriosa Defensa de Malta, pp. 189,
.190.— De Thou, Hist. Universelle,
tom. v.p. 91.

23 “ Havia en la Isla de Malta

quinze mil hombres de pelea, los .

‘quales bastaran pararesistir a qual-
quiera poder del gran Turco en
"campaiia Tasa.”  Balbi, Verdadera
Relacion, fol. 129.

Besides the Spanish forces, abody
of French adventurers took service
under La Valette, and remained for

"some time in Malta. '

G

* Vertot tells us that the pro-
jected expedition  of  Solyman
against Malta was prevented by the

. destruction of the grand arsenal of
Constantinople, which was set on
fire by a secret emissary. of La
Valette. - (Knights of Malta, vol.
iii. p. 41.) We should be better
pleased if the abbé had given his
authority for this strange story, the
probability of which is not at all
strengthened by what we know of
the grand-master’s character.

¢ 3
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to build his capital, to surround it with fortifications, -
and, at the same time, to enlarge and strengthen those
of St. Elmo. .

But his treasury was low, He prepared a pla.n_ of
his improvements, which he sent to the different
European princes, requesting their coSperation, and
urging the importance to them all of maintaining

- Malta as the best bulwark against the infidel. His

plan met with general approbation. Most of the sove-
reigns responded to his appeal by liberal contribu-
tions, — and among them the French king, notwith-
standing his friendly relations with the sultan. To
‘these funds the members of the order freely added
whatever each could raise by his own credit. This
" amount was still further swelled by the proceeds of
prizes brought into port by the Maltese cruisers,— an
inexhaustible source of revenue, '

Funds being thus provided, the work went forward
apace. - On the twenty-eighth of March, 1566, the
grand-master, clad in his robes of ceremony, and in
the presence of a vast concourse of knights and inha-
bitants, laid the first stone of the new capital. It
was carved with his own arms ; and a Latin inscrip-
tion recorded the name of “ Valetta,” which the city
‘was to bear in honor of its founder,? - More than eight
thousand men were employed on the work; and a
bull of Pius the Fifth enjoined that their labors should

not be suspended on féte-days.®® It seemed to be

 SIEGE OF MALTA. _ [Boox 1V,

25 Tt was common for the Maltese
cities, after the Spanish and Italian
fashion, to haye characteristic epi-
thets attached to their names. La
Valette gave the new capital the
title of “Umillima,” —* most hum-

_ble,"—intimating that humility was

a virtue of highest price with the
fraternity of St. John. See Bois-
gelin, Ancient and Modern Malta,
vol. i. p. 29.

% Plus de huit mille ouvriers y
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regarded as a Christian duty to provide for the resto-
ration of Malta?” La Valette superintended the
operations in person. He was ever to be seen on the
spot, among the workmen. There he took his meals,
discussed affairs of state with his council, and even
gave audience to envoys from abroad.?®

In the midst of these quiet occupations, there were
some occurrences which distracted the attention, and
greatly disturbed the tranquillity, of La Valette. One
of these was the disorderly conduct of some of the
younger knights. Another was a dispute in which
he was involved with the pope, who, in the usual
encroaching spirit of the Vatican, had appropriated
to himself the nomination to certain benefices belong-
ing to the order.

These unpleasant affairs Welghed hea,vﬂy on the
grand-master’s mind; and he often_sought to relieve
his spirits by the-diversion of hawking, of which he _
was rextremely fond. While engaged in this sport, i
on a hot day in July, he received a stroke of the sun.
He was immediately taken to Il Borgo. . A fever set
inj and it soon became apparent that his frame, en- X
feebled by his unpara]leled fatigues and hardshlps,

furent employes et afin d’avancer :

plus aisément les travaux, le Pape
Pie V, commanda qu'on y travailldt
sans discontinuer, méme les jours
de Fétes.” Helyot, Hist. deg Ordres
Religieux,

%7 The style of the architecture
of the new capital seems to have
been, to some extent, formed on
that of Rhodes, though, according
to Lord Carlisle, of a more ornate
and luxuriant character than its
model. “I traced much of the
military architecture of Rhodes,

whlcb, grave and severe there, has
here both swelled into great ampli-
tude and blossomed 1inte copioys

" efflorescence ; it is much the same

relation as Henry VII's Chapel
bears to a bit of Durham Cathe-
dral” Diary in Turkish and Greek
‘Waters, p. 200.

The account of Malta is not the
least attractive portion of - th{s
charming work, to which Felton's
notes have given additional value,

% Vertot, Knights of Malta, vol.
iil. p. 42.

G a 4
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was rapidly sinking under it. Before dying, he called
around his bed some of the brethren to whom the
management: of affairs was chiefly committed, and
gave them his counsel in respect to the best method
of .carrying out his plans. . He especially enjoined on
them to maintain a spirit of unity among themselves,
if they would restore the order to. its ancient pro-
sperity and grandeur By his testament, he liberated
his slaves,” some fifty in number; and he obtained
the ‘consent of his brethren to bequeath a sum suffi-
cient to endow a chapel he had built in Valetta, to
commemorate his victory over the infidels. It was
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin; and in this chapel
he desired that his body might be laid. - Having ‘com-
pleted these arrangements, he eXplred on the 21st of
August, 1568. ' -

La Valette’s 'dying ' 'commands -were punctually
executed by his brethren. ' The' coffin inclosing his
remains was placed on board of the admiral’s galley,
"which, with four others that escorted it, was shrouded
in black. They bore the household of the deceased,
-and the members of the order. The banners taken
by him in battle with the Moslems were suspended
from the sterns of the Vesse]s, and trailed through
the water. The procession, on landmg, took  its
‘way through the streets of the embryo capital, where
‘the sounds of labor were now hushed, to the chapel
of Our Lady of Victory. The funeral obsequies were
there performed with all solemnity ; and the remains
of the hero were consigned to the tomb, amidst the
tears of the multitude, who had gathered from all
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:parts of the island, to pay thls sad trlbute of respect

to his memory.? - :

The traveller who visits. Malta at the present day
finds no object. more interesting” than ‘the stately
cathedral of Valetta, still rich in historical memorials
and” in monuments of art, of which even French
rapacity could not despoil it. ~ As he descends into
its crypts, and "wanders through its subterranean

‘recesses, he sees the niche where still repose the
remains of La Valette, surrounded by the brave
chivalry who fought, side by side with him, the
‘battles of the Faith. And surely no more fitting

place could be found for his repose, than the heart
of the noble. capital which may be sald to have been

created by his genius.%®

- The knights of St. John contmued in the main,
faithful to the maxims of La Valette and to the prin-
ciples of their institution. For more than two cen-
turies after his death,  their sword was ever raised
against the infidel. . Their galleys still returned to
port freighted with the spoils of the barbarian. - They

" steadily continued to advance in power and opulence
"and while empires rose and crumbled around them,

this little brotherhood of warlike monks, after a lapse
of more than seven centuries. from :its foundation,
still maintained a separate.and indepe;ndeht existence.

&2 bed «» PP- 42—48 —Bmsuehn,
Ancient and Modern Malta, vol. i.
pp. 127-142.

% An interesting description of
this cathedral, well styled the West-
minster Abbey of Malta, may be
found in Bigelow’s Travels in Sicily
and Malta (p 190), —a work full

y

‘of mstructwn, in whlch the writer, '

allowing himself a wider range than
that of the fashionable tourist, takes
a comprehensive survey of the re-

_sources of the countries he has
-visited, while he criticizes their pre-

sent condition by an enlightened
comparison with the past.
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In the long perspective of their annals, there was
no event which they continued to hold in so much
honor as the defence of Malta by La Valette, The
eighth of September—the day of the nativity of the
Virgin — continued to the last to be celebrated as their
‘proudest anniversary. On that day the wholé body
of the knights, and the people of the capital, walked
in solemn procession, with the grand-master at their
head, to the church of St. John. A knight, wearing
the helmet and mailed armor of the ancient time,
bore on high the victorious standard of the order. -
A page by his side carried the superb sword and
poniard presented by Philip the Second. As the
procession passed into the church, and the standard
was laid at the foot of the altar, it was announced
by flourishes of trumpets and by peals of artillery
from the fortresses.  The services were performed
by the prior of St. John’s; and, while the Gospel was
read, the grand-master held the naked sword aloft,
in token that the knights were ever ready to do battle
for the Cross.®> 'When the ceremony was concluded,
a fine portrait of La Valette was exhibited to the
people; and the brethren gazed, with feelings of
reverence, on his majestic lineaments, as on those of
the saviour of their order.%
But all .thls is_changed.’

[BoOK 1V,

The Christi'ans,‘ instead

31 “Lorsqu'on commence I'Eyan-
gxle, le Grand-Maitre la prend des
mains du Page et la tient toute
‘droite pendantle tems de I Evangile.
Clest la seule occasion oti I'on tient
I'épée nue a I'Eglise.” Helyot, Hist,
des Ordres Relmeux, tom. iii. p. 98.

32 Boisgelin, Ancxent and Mo-
dern Malta, vol. i. p. 85.

The good knight dwells with com-
1acency on the particulars of a

- ceremony in which he had often

borne a part himself. It recalled
to bis mind the glorious days of an
order, which he fondly hoped might
one day be regtored to its primitive

lustre.
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of being banded against the Turk, now rally in his
defence. There are no longer crusades against the
_infidel. The age of chivalry has passed. The ob-
jects for which the Knights Hospitallers were insti-
tuted have long since ceased to exist; and it was
fitting that the institution, no longer needed, should
die with them. The knights who survived the ruin
of their order became wanderers in foreign lands.
-Their island has passed into the hands of the stranger;
and the flag of England now waves from the ram-
parts on which once floated the banner of St. John. -
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CHAPTER VL

DON CARLOS.

His Education and Character.— Dangerous Illnéss.——Extravagant Be-
havior.—Opinions respecting him.—His Connection with the Flemings.
— Project of Flight.— Insane Conduct.— Arrest.

1567, 1568.

WE must now, after a long absence, return to the
shores of Spain, where events were taking place of
the highest importance to the future fortunes of the
monarchy. At the time when the tragic incidents
described in the preceding Book were passing in the
Netherlands, others, not less tragic, if we may trust
to popular rumor, were occurring in the very palace.
of the monarch. I allude to the death of Don Carlos,
prince of Asturias, and that of Isabella of Valois,
Philip’s young and beautiful queen. The relations
in which the two parties stood to each other, their
untimely fate, and the mystery in which it was enve- -
loped, have conspired with the sombre, unscrupulous
character of Philip to suggest the most horrible
suspicions of the cause of their death. The mys-
tery which hung over them in their own time has
not been dissipated by the researches of later chro-
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niclers. For that very reason, it has proved an inex-
haustible theme for fiction, until it might be thought
to- have passed from the domain of history into that
of romance. It has been found especially suited to
the purposes of . the drama; and the dramatic litera-"
ture of Europe contains more than one masterpiece
from the hand of genius, which displays in ‘sombire
coloring the loves and the mlsfortunes of Carlos and
Isabella.! : : .o ,

. The time for dlscussmg 50 dark and 1ntrlcate a
subJect had not arrived while the Spanish archives
‘were jealously locked up.even from native .scholars.:
But now that happily a more liberal system has pre-.
vailed, and access has been given to the dread reposi~
tories of the secrets of the Spanish sovereigns, the’
time seems to have come for investigating this mys-
terious story.” And if I cannot boast that T have
been able to dispel the ‘doubts’ that have so long
gathered .around the subject, I may at least.flatter
myself that, with the materials at my command, I.
have the means of placing the reader in a better:
point of view than has yet been enjoyed, for sur-:
veying the Whole ground and formmv hlS own con--
clusions. :

~ Don Carlos was born on. the ewhth of July 1545 ‘
HlS mother, Mary of Portugal, then only eighteen
years of age, died a few days after giving birth to her-

CHAP, VI.]

! Alfieri, Schiller, and, in our °

day, Lord John Russell, have, each
according to his own conceptions,
exhibited the poetic aspect of the

story to the eyes of their country-
The Castilian . dramatist, .

men.
Montalvan, in his “Principe, Don

Carlos, written before the mlddl"e :
of the seventeenth century, shows
more deference to- historic accu-
racy, as well as to the reputation of
Isabella, by not mixing her up in
any way with the fortunes  of the
prince of Asturias. - : .
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ill-fated child. Thus deprived from the cradle of a
mother’s watchful care, he experienced almost as
little of his father’s; for, until Carlos was fourteen
years old, Philip was absent most of the time, either
in the Low Countries or in England. The care of
the child was intrusted; during the greater part of
this period, to Philip’s sister, the Regent Joanna,—
an excellent. woman, but who, induced probably by
the feeble constitution of Carlos, is said to have
shown too much indulgence to the boy, being more
solicitous to secure his bodily health than to form his
character. In our easy faith in the miracles claimed
for education, it sometimes happens that we charge
on the parent, or the preceptor, the defects that may
be more reasonably referred to the vicious constitu-
tion of the child.

~As Carlos grew older, Philip committed the care
of his instruction to Honorato Juan, a member of the
emperor’s household. He was a well-trained scholar, -
and a man of piety as well as learning ; and soon
after assuming the task of the prince’s preceptor, he
embraced the religious profession. The correspond-
ence of Honorato Juan with Philip, then in Flanders,
affords a view of the proficiency of Carlos when
eleven or twelve years old. The contentment which
the king evinces in the earlier letters diminishes as we
advance; and anxious doubts are expressed, as he
gathers the unwelcome information from his tutor of
his pupil’s indifference to his studies.? =

-2 This correspondence is printed Honorato Juan v alencla, 1659),..
in a curious volume, of the greatest  p. 60. et- seq :
rarity, entitled, Elogios de Don .
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In the year 1556, Charles the Fifth stopped some
time at Valladolid, on his way to his cloistered re-
treat at Yuste. He there saw his grandson, and took
careful note of the boy, the heir to the vast dominions
which he had himself so recently relinquished. He
told over his campaigns to Carlos,and how he had fled

at Innsbruck, where he barely escaped falling into the

hands of the enemy. Carlos, who listened eagerly,

interrupted his grandfather, exclaiming, “I never

would have fled!” Charles endeavoured to explain

the necessity of the case ; but the boy sturdily main-

. tained, that he never would have fled,~—amusing and
indeed delighting the emperor, who saw in this the
mettle of his own earlier days.® Yet Charles was
not blind to the defects of his grandson,—to the

wayward, overbearing temper, which inferred too

much indulgence on the part of his daughter: the
regent. He reprehended Carlos for his want of de-
ference to his aunt; and he plainly told the latter,
that, if she would administer more wholesome cor-

rection to the-boy, the nation Would have reason to
thank her for it.* ’

- After the emperor had Wlthdrawn to his retreat,-

his mind, which kept its hold, as we have seen, on

all matters of public interest beyond the walls of the
monastery, still reverted to his grandson, the heir of

his name and of his sceptre. * At Simancas the cor-

r'espondence is still preserved which he carried on:

KX Egh in collera reiterd con  nieto su poca mesura i mucha de-
maraviglia et riso di S: M. et de’ senboltura con que vivia i trataba
clrcumstantl, che mai egli non saria con su tia,i encomenddla su cor-
fug‘rnto ”  Relatione d1 Badoaro, recion, dizlendo era en lo g mas

podia obligar & todos.” Cabrera,,

“‘ C  Reptehendio al -Principe su-  Filipe Segundo, lib; ii. cap..11.

o
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with Don Garcia de Toledo, a brother of the duke of
Alva, who held the post of ayo, or governor of the
prince. . In one of that functionary’s letters, written:
in 1557, when Carlos was twelve years old, we have
a brief chronicle of the distribution of the prince’s’
time, somewhat curious, as showing the outhnes of a’
royal education in that day ' :
Before seven in the morning Carlos rose, and by‘
half past eight had breakfasted, and attended mass.
Heé then went to his studies, where he continued till
the hour of dinner. ~ What his studies were we are
not told. ~ One writer of the time says, among other
things, he read Cicero’s Offices, in order the better to
learn to control his passions.’ - At eleven he dined.
He then amused himself with his companions, by:
playing at quoits, or at érucos, a kind of billiards, or’
_in fencing, and’ occasionally riding. At half past’
- three came a light repast, the merienda ; after which
he listened to reading, or, if the weather was fine,
strolled in the fields. ' In the evening he supped;
and at half past nine, having gone through the
prayers of his rosary, he went to bed, where, as his.
ayo says, he usually made but one nap of it till the
morning. — It was ‘certainly a primitive way of life,
in ‘which more regard seems to have been had to the
cravings of the body than of the mind; and as regular
in its routine as the monastic life of his grandfather
at Yuste. - Yet Don Garcia does not fail to intimate
his discontent with the want of interest shown by
his pupil, not merely in his studies, but in fencing,-

5 ¢« Ne ‘attende ad altro che a acquetare que1 troppo ardenti de-
leggirli gli officii di M. Tullio per siderii.” Relatione di Badoaro, MS.
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cane- playmg, and other manly exercises, so essential

to the education of a cavalier of that day.® He

notices, at the same time, the first symptoms of those

bilious attacks which already menaced the prince’s

constitution, and so effectually undermined it in later

years.” -

In another epistle, Don Garcia suggests that it

might be well for the emperor to allow Carlos to

visit him at Yuste, trusting that his grandfather’s

authority would accomplish what his own had failed

to do.® But this suggestion found no favor, appa- -
rently, with the royal recluse, who probably was not
disposed to do penance himself by receiving so trou-

blesome an inmate in his family. The emperor’s own

death, which occurred shortly after this, spared him

the misery of witnessing the disastrous career of his

grandson. - '

*The reports of the Venetian ministers . those pre-
cious documents that contain so much instruction
in respect to matters both of public and domestic
interest — make occasional allusions to the prince, at
this period. Their notices are by no means flattering.
They describe Carlos as of a reckless, impatient tem-
per, fierce, and even cruel, in his dlspos1t10n9 and S0

CHAP. VL]

dar primero quenta dello a vuestra
magesl:ad ?  Ibid.

« Deseo mucho que V.M. fu-
ese servido que el principe dlese
una buelta por allé para velle por
que entendidos los impedimentos

6 «En lo del estudio esta poco
aprovechado, porque lo haze de
mala gana y ausy mesmo los otros
exercicios de jugar y esgremyr,
que para todo. es menester pre-
mya.” Carta de Garcia de Toledo

111\1l Emperador, 27 de Agosto, 1557,

7 “asta agora no se que los
medicos ayan tratado de dar nin-
guna cosa al principe para la co-
lera, ny yo lo consmmera bazer, sin

VOL. II. - H

que en su edad tiene mandasse V.
. lo que fuera de la horden con

’que yo le sirvo se deba mudar.”

Del mismo al mismo, 13 de Abril,
1558, MS.

9 So cruel, accordmv to the court
H :
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arrogant as to be unwilling to stand with his head
uncovered, for any long time, in the presence of the
emperor or his father.!® Yet this harsh picture is
somewhat redeemed by other traits; for he was
generous, though to a degree of prodigality, — giving
away his trinkets and jewels, even his clothes, in
‘default of money. He had a fearless heart, with a
strong passion for a military life. He was far from
frivolous in his tastes, despising buffoons, and saying
himself so many good things that his tutor carefully
made a collection of them.!! This portrait of a youth
scarcely fourteen. years old seems as highly over-
charged, whether for good or for evil, as portraits of
princes usually are. _ :

Yet the state of the prince’s health may be fairly

‘mentioned in . extenuation of his defects,— at least

of his infirmity of temper. TFor his bilious tem-

‘perament already began to show itself in the form-

of intermittent fever, with which he continued to be

“afflicted for the remainder of his life. Under this

depressing disorder, his spirits sank, his body Wastéd

' gossip ‘picked up by Badodro, that, 1 «Dice a tutti i propositi tarte

when hares and ‘other game were cose argute che 'l suo .ministro ne
brought to him, he would occasion-  raccolse un libretto.” Ibid.

ally amuse himself by roasting them Another contemporary also no-
alive ! —“Dimostra havere un ani- tices the precocious talents of the

‘mo fiero, ‘et tra gli effetti che si ~boy, as shown in his smart sayings.

raccontano uno &, che alle volte, —*“Dexo de contar las gracias que
che dalla caccia gli viene portato o . tiene en dichos maravillosos que

. lepre o simile animale, si diletta di andan por boca de todos desparzi-

vedirli arrostire vivi” Relatione dos, dexo de contar lo que haze

de Badoaro, MS. : _para provar lo que dize.” Corde-
10“Da ‘segno di dovere essere ro, Promptuario de Medallas, ap.

superbissimo, ‘perch® non poteva _Castro, Historia de los Protestantes

sofferire di stare lungaménte né in-  Espafioles, p. 328. »

nanzi al “padre n& avo con la ber- :

retta in mano, et chiama il padre
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away, and his strength failed to such a degree, that it
was feared he might not reach the age of manhood.!

In the beginning of 1560, Isabella of France came
‘to Castile, and on the second of February was united
to Philip. By the preliminaries of the treaty of
Cateau-Cambresis, her hand had been assigned to
Don Carlos; but Mary Tudoer having died before the
-ratification of the treaty, the name of the father was
‘substituted for that of the son, and ‘the royal malden
was affianced ‘to Philip.

The marriage ceremony was performed with great
splendor, at Toledo. Carlos was present; and, as he
gazed on the beautiful bride, it is mot improbable
that_some feelings of resentment may have mingled
‘with regret, when he thought of the unceremonious
manner in which her hand had been transferred from
him to his father. But we should be slow to believe
that Isabella could have felt anything like the tender
sentiment that romantic historians have attributed to
‘her, for @ boy of fourteen, who had so few persona,l
attractions to recommend him. -

‘On ‘the twenty-second of the same month, Carlos
-was formally recognized by the cortes of Castile as
heir to the crown. On this occasion, the different
‘members of the royal family were present, together
~with the great nobles :and the representatives of the
commons. The prince rode in the procession on ;a
white horse, supcrbly caparisoned, while his dress,
‘resplendent with jewels, formed a sad contrast to the

. 2%.#Te-pauvre prmce est si bas tlte .espérance.” L’Eveque de Li-
et exténué,il va d'heure 'a heure ‘moges au Roi, 1= Mars, 1559, ap.
tant affoiblissant, que les plus sa-  Négociations relatives au Récne de
‘ges de-ceste -court en ont ‘bien pe- Franqoxs IL,p. 291.

AH2




168 DON CARLOS.

sallow and sickly countenance of its wearer.* He

performed his part of the ceremony with dignity and

feeling. When Joanna, his aunt, and his uncle, Don

John of Austria, after taking the oath, would have
knelt, according to ‘custom, to kiss his hand, he would

not allow it, but affectionately raised and embraced

them. DBut when the duke of Alva inadvertently

omitted the latter act of obeisance, the prince re-

ceived him so coldly, that the haughty nobleman,

rebuked by his manner, perceived his error, and

humbly acknowledged it.!*

- In the autumn of the following year, with the

hope of mending his health by change of air, Carlos

removed to Alcal4d de Henares, famous for its uni-

versity founded by the great Ximenes. He had for

his. companions two youths, both destined to a con-

spicuous part in the history of the times. ' One was

Philip’s illegitima;té brother, Don John of Austria,
the hero of Lepanto; the -other was the prince’s

cousin, Alexander Farnese, son of Margaret of Parma,

who was now in the course of training which was

one day to make him the greatest captain of his time.

-The three boys were nearly of the same age; but in

their accomplishments and personal appearance the -
. uncle and the cousin afforded as strong a contrast
to their royal kinsman, as in the brilliant fortunes

that awaited them.'. ' | '

‘[BOOK 1V.

13 “Delante de la Princesa ve-
nia don Carlos a su juramento con
mal calor de quartanaria en un ca-
vallo blanco con rico ‘guarnimiento
i gualdrapa de oro i plata bordado
sobre tela de oro parda, como el
vestido galan con muchos botones

de ﬁerlas i diamantes.” Cabrera,

" Filipe Segundo, lib. v. cap. 7.

14 Jbid., ubi supra. .
.15 Strada, in-a.parallel which he
has drawn of the royal youths,
gives the palm to Don John of
Austria. His portrait of Carlos is
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. Carlos had not been at Alcal4 many months, before.
he met with an:accident, which was attended with
most disastrous consequences. One evening in April,
1562, as he was descending a flight of stairs, he made

CHAP: VL] DANGEROUS ILLNESS.

1 ° amisstep, and fell headlong down five or six stairs
; against a door at the bottom of the passage. He was
taken up senseless, and removed to his chamber, where.
‘q his physicians were instantly summoned, and the ne-

cessary remedies applied.’ At first it seemed only a
simple contusion on the head, and the applications of
the doctors had the desired effect. But soon the
symptoms became more alarming. Fever set in. He
was attacked by erysipelas; his head swelled to an
enormous size; he became totally blind; and this
was followed by delirium. It now appeared that the
skull was fractured. The royal physicians were called
in ; and after a stormy consultation, in which the doc-
tors differed, as usual, as to the remedies tobe applied,
it was determined to trepan the patient. The opera-
tion was carefully performed ; a part of the bone of
the skull was removed ; but relief was not obtained.!”
Meanwhile the greatest alarm spread through the

as little flattering in regard to his

rolus, praeter colorem et capillum,
ceterum corpore mendosus ; quip-
-pe humero elatior, et tibid altera
longior erat ; nec minus dehonesta-
mentum ab indole feroci et contu--
maci.” De Bello Belgico, tom. i.
p- 609.

. 16 «Fste dia despues de haber
comido queriendo su Alteza bajar
por una escalera escura y de rui-
nes pasos echd el pie derecho en
vacio, y di6 una vuelta sobre todo
el cuerpo, y asf cayé de cautro 6

person as to his character.—* Ca- -

HHo

un gran golpe en una puerta cer-
rada, y qued$ la cabeza abajo y
los pies arriba.” Relacion de la
enfermedad del Principe por el
Doctor Olivares, Documentos Iné-
ditos, tom. xv. p. 554.

17 According to Guibert, the

French ambassador, Carlos was en- -

gaged in a love adventure when
he met with his fall, —having de-
scended ' this dark stairway in
search of the young daughter of
the porter of the garden. See
Raumer, Sixteenth . and Seven-
teenth Centuries, vol. i. p. 119.

cinco escalones.. Did con la cabeza -

o
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country, at the prospect of losing the heir apparent.
Processions were everywhere made to the churches,
prayers were put up, pilgrimages were vowed, and the
discipline was unsparingly administered by the fana-
tical multitude, who hoped by self-inflicted penance
to avert the wrath of Heaven from the land. Yet all
did not avail. _ v

- We have a report of the case from the pen of Dr.
Olivares, the prince’s own physician. Some of the
remedies were of a kind that would look strangely
enough if reported by a medical journal of our own
day. After all efforts of professional skill had failed,
and.the unguent of a Moorish doctor, famous among
the people, had been rubbed on the body without suc-
cess, it was resolved to make a direct appeal to Heaven.
In the monastery of Jesus Maria lay the bones of a
holy Franciscan, Fray Diego, who had died a hundred
years before; in the reign of Henry the Fourth, in the
odor of sanctity. King Philip and his court went in
solemn procession to the church; and in their pre-
sence, the mouldering remains of the good father, still
sweet to the nostrils, as we are told, were taken from
their iron coffin, and transported to the prince’s apart-
ment. They were there laid on his bed ; and the cloth
that wrapped the skull of the dead man was placed on
‘the forehead of Carlos.”® Fortunately the delirious
state of the patient prevented the shock that might
otherwise have been given to his senses. That very
night the friar appeared to Carlos in his sleep. He
was muflled in his Franciscan robe, with a green girdle
about his waist, and a cross of reeds in his hand ; and

18 Ferreras, Hist. de I'Espagne, tom. ix. p. 429.
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he mildly bade  him “be of’ good cheer, for that he

would certainly reeover.” From this time, as the
physician who reports the case admits, the patient be-
gan speedily to mend., The fever subsided, his head
returned to its natural dimensions, his eyes were re-
stored to sight. At the end of something less than.
two months from the date of the accident, Carlos, who
had shown a marvellous docility throughout his ill-
ness 1%, was enabled to walk into the adjoining apart-
ment, and embrace his father, who, during the critical
period of his son’s illness, had established his residence _
at Alcald, showing the solicitude natural to a parent.
in such an extremity. : -

" The merit of the cure was of course referred to
Fray Diego.® An account of the miracle, duly au-
thenticated, was transmitted to Rome; and the holy
man, on the application of Philip, received the honors
of canonization from the pontiff.. 'The claims of the
new saint, to.the credit of achieving the cure were
confidently asserted by the Castilian chronmiclers of

19 Dr. Olivares bears emphatic
testimony to this virtue, little to
have been expected in his patient.
—“Lo que 4 su salud cumplia
hizo de la misma suerte, siendo tan
obediente 4 los remedios que 4 to-
dos espantaba que por fuertes y
recios que fuesen nunca los reusd,
4ntes todo el tiempo que estuvo en
su acuerdo él mismo los pedia, lo
cual fué grande ayuda para la sa-
lud que Dios le di6.” Documentos
Inéditos, tom. xv. p. 571. :

%0 Another rival appeared, to
contest the credit of the cure with
the bones of Fray Diego. Thig
was Our Lady of Atocha, the pa-
troness of Madrid, whose image,
held in the greatest veneration by
Philip the Second, was brought to

the chamber of Carlos, soon after
the skeleton of the holy friar. As
it was’after the patient had decid-
edly begun to mend, there seems
to be the less reason for the chro-
niclers of Our Lady of Atocha
maintaining, as they sturdily do,
her share in the cure. (Perada,
La Madona de Madrid (Valladolid,
1604), p. 151.) The veneration
for the patroness of Madrid has
continued to the present day. A

- late journal of ‘that capital states

that the queen, accompanied by
her august consort and the princess
of Asturias, went, on the twenty-
fourth of March, 1854, in solemn
procession to the church, to deco-
rate the image with the collar of
the Golden Fleece. )

HHA4
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that and succeeding ages; nor have I met with any
one hardy enough to contest them, unless it be Dr.
Olivares himself, who, naturally jealous of his pro-
fessional honor, intimated his conviction,—this was
before the canonization,—that, with some allowance
for the good wrought by Fray Diego’s intercession
and the prayers of the righteous, the recovery of the
prince was mainly to be referred to the skill of his
physicians.? , ‘

But the recovery of Carlos does not seem to have
been so complete as was at first thought. There is

good reason to suppose that the blow on his head did

some permanent injury to the brain. At least this
may be inferred from the absurd eccentricities of his
subsequent conduct, and the reckless manner in which
he abandoned himself to the gratification of his pas-
sions. In 1565, on his recovery from one of those
attacks of quartan-fever which still beset him, Philip
remarked, with a sigh, to the French minister, St.
Sulpice, “ that he hoped his repeated. warnings might
restrain the prince, for the future, from making such
fatal inroads on his health.”?? But the unfortunate
young man profited as little by such warnings as by
his own experience. Persons about the court at this
period have left us many stories of his mad humors;
which formed the current scandal at Madrid. Bran-
tdme, who was there in 1564, says that Carlos would
patrol the streets with a number of young nobles, of

. # «Con todo eso tomando pro-
priamente el nombre de milagro, &
mi juicio no lo fué, porque el Prin-
cipe se curé con los remedios na- *
turales y ordinarios, con los cuales

se suelen curar otros de la misma

enfermedad estando tanto y mas
peligrosos,” Documentos Inéditos,
tom. xv. p. §70.

22 Raumer, Sixteenth and Se-
venteenth Centuries, vol. i. p. 132
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the same lawless habits with himself, assaulting the
passengers with drawn swords, kissing the women,
and insulting even ladies of the highest rank with the
most opprobrious epithets.2?. "

It was the fashion for the young gallants of the
court to wear very large boots. - Carlos had his made
even larger than usual, to accommodate a pair of
small pistols. Philip, in order to prevent the mis-
chievous practice, ordered his sen’s boots to be made
of smaller dimensions. But when the bootmaker
brought them to the palace, Carlos, in a rage, gave
him a beating; and then, ordering the leather to be
cut in pieces and stewed, he forced the unlucky me-
chanic to swallow this unsavory fricassee—as much
as he could get down of it—on the spot.? ,
~ On one occasion, he made a violent assault on his
governor,“Don Garcia de Toledo, for some slight
cause of offence. On another, he would have thrown
his. chamberlain, Don Alonzo de Cérdova, out of the

window. These noblemen complained to Philip, and
besought him to release them from a service where

.% «TJ]. aymoit fort & ribler le De Foix, a French architect em-
pavé, et faire & coups d’espée, fust ployed on the Escorial at this time,
de jour, fust de nuit, caril avoit informed the historian De Thou of
avec luy dix ou douze enfans the prince’s habit of wearing ex-
d’honneur des plus grandes mai- tremely large leggings, or boots,
sons d’Espagne. . . . Quand il alloit for the purpose mentioned in the
par les rués quelque belle dame, et = text.  “ Nam et scloppetulos binos
fust elle des plus grandes du pays, summa arte fabricatos caligis, quee
il la prenoit et la baisoit par force amplissime de more gentis in usu
devant tout le monde; il Pappel- sunt, eum gestare solitum rescive-
loit putain, bagasse, chienne, et. rat.” (Historie sui Temporis, lib.
force autres injures leur disoit-iL.” 41.) T cite the original Latin, as
Brantdme, (Buvres, tom. i. p. 323. the word calige has been wrongly

2 «Di6 un bofeton a Don Pe- rendered by the French translator
dro Manuel, i guisadas i picadasen  into culottes.
menudas piegas hizo comer las vo-

tas al menestral.” Cabrera, Filipe
~ Segundo, lib. vii. cap. 22.
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- they were exposed to affronts which they could not

resent. The king consented, transferring them to his
own service, and appointed Ruy Gomez de Silva,
prince of Eboli, his favorite mlmster, the governor of
Carlos.? :

But the prince was 1o respecter of persons., Car-
dinal Espinosa, president of the Council of Castile,
and afterwards grand-inguisitor, banished a player
named Cisneros from the palace, where he was to
have performed that night for the prince’s diversion.
It was probably by Philip’s orders. But however
that may be, Carlos, meeting the cardinal, seized him
roughly by the collar, and, laying his hand on his
poniard, exclaimed, “ You scurvy priest, do you dare
to prevent Cisneros from playing before me ? By the
life of my father, I will kill you!”? -The trembling
prelate, throwing himself on his knees, was too happy '
to escape with his life from the hands of ‘the infuri-
ated ‘prince.. Whether the latter had his way in the
end, in regard to the comedian, is not stated. But
the stuff of which a grand-inquisitor is made is not

apt to be of the yielding sort.

A more whimsical anecdote is told us by Nobili,
the Tuscan ambassador, then resident at the court.
Carlos, having need of money, requested a merchant,
named Grimaldo, to advance him the sum of fifteen
hundred ducats. The money-lender readily con-
sented, thanking the prince for the favor done him,

and adding, in the usual grandiloquent vein of the

3 Cabrera, Filipe Segundo, lib. neros? por vida de m1 padre que
vii. cap. 22. os tengo de matar.” Ibid., ubi
36 « Curilla vos os atreveis a mi, supra. .
no dexando venir a servirme Cis-
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Castiliar, that “all he -had was at his disposal.” 2"
Carlos took him at his word, and forthwith demanded:
a hundred thousand ducats. In vain poor Grimaldo,
astounded by the request, protested that ‘it would
ruin his credit; that what he had said was only words
of compliment.” Carlos replied, “he had no right
to bandy compliments with princes; and if he did
not in four and twenty hours pay the money to the
last real, he and his family would have cause to rue
it.” It was not till after much negotiation that Ruy
Gomez succeeded in prevailing on the prince to be
content with the mofe modest sum of sixty thousand
ducats, which was accordingly furnished by the un-
fortunate merchant.”® The money thus gained, ac-
cording te Nobili, was squandered as suddenly as it
was got. : ; :

There are happily some touches of light to relieve
the shadows with which .the portrait is charged.
‘" Tiepolo,  who was ambassador from Venice at the
court of Madrid in 1567, when Carlos was twenty-
two years old, gives us some account of the prince.
He admits his arrogant and fiery temper, but com-
mends his love of truth, and, what we should hardly
have expected, the earnestness with which he engaged
in his devotions. He was exceedingly charitable,
asking, “ Who would give, if princes did not ?”2*

21 «J] qual Niccolo lo fece su-
bito et co’ parole di Complimento
rende gratie A sua Altezza, offe-
rendoli sempre tutto quel che per
Iui si poteva.” Lettera di Nobili,
‘Ambasciatore del Granduca di Tos-
cagna al Re Philippo, 24 di Luglio,
1567, MS. :

2 «Ci si messe di mezzo Rui-

gomes et molti altri n& si @ mai
possuto quietar’ fin tanto che Nic-
colono” Ii ha prestato sessantamila

~scudi co’ sua polizza senza altro

assegniamento.” Ibid.

20« Mostra di esser molto reli-
gioso solicitando come fa le predi-
che et divini officii, anzi in questo
si pud dir che eccede I' honesto,
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He was splendid in his way of living, making the
most liberal recpmpense, not only to his own servants,
but to the king’s, who were greatly attached to him.3®
He was ambitious of taking part in the conduct of
public affairs, and was sorely discontented when ex-
cluded from them —as seems to have been usually
the case — by his father.? ‘

It was certainly to the prince’s credit, that he was.
able to inspire those who approached him most nearly
with strong feelings of personal attachment. Among
these were his aunt Joanna, the regent, and the
queen, Isabella, who, regarding him with an interest
justified by the connection, was desirous of seeing
him married to her own sister. His aunt Mary and
her husband, the Emperor Maximilian, also held
Carlos, whom they had known in early days, in the

~ kindest remembrance, and wished to secure his hand

for their eldest daughter.: A still ‘more honorable
testimony is borne by the relations in which he stood
to his preceptor, Honorato Juan, who, at the prince’s
solicitation, had been raised to the bishopric of Osma.
Carlos would willingly have kept this good man’ near
his own person.” But he was detained in his diocese;
and the letters from time to time addressed to him -

et suol dire, Chi debbe far Elemo-
sine, se non la danno i Prencipi?”
Relatione di Tiepolo, MS.

30 « 1 splendetissimo in tutte le
cose et massime- nel beneficiar chi
1o serve. Il che fa cosi largamente
che necessita ad amarlo anco i ser-
vitori del Padre.” Ibid.

. 8t «F curioso nel intendere i
negozii del stato, ne i quali 8’ intro-
metterebbe volontieri, et procura

" di saper quello che tratta il Padre,

.et che egli asconde gli fa grande
offesa.” Ibid. )
Granvelle, in one of his letters,
notices with approbation this trait
in the character of Carlos. ¢ Many
are pleased with the prince, others
not. I think him modest, and in-
clined to employ himself, which, for
the heir of such large dominions, is
in the highest degree necessary.”
Raumer, Sixteenth and Seven--
teenth Centuries,, vol. i. p. 128.
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by his former pupil, whatever may be thought of -

them as pieces of composition, do honor to the
prince’s heart. “My best friend in this life,” he
affectionately writes at the close of them, “I will do
all that you desire.”%? = Unfortunately, this good
friend and counsellor died in 1566. By his will, he
requested Carlos to- select  for himself any article
among his effects that he preferred. He even gave
him authority to change the terms of the instrument,
and make any other disposition of his property that
" he thought right!% It was a singular proof of con-
fidence in the testator, unless we are to réceive it
merely as a Spanish compliment,—soméwhat perilous,
as the case of Grimaldo proves with a person who
interpreted compliments as literally as Carlos.

From all this, there would seem to:have been the
germs of generous qualities in the prince’s nature,
which, under a happler culture, might have been
turned to some account. = But he was placed in that
lofty station which exposed him to the influence of
Pparasites, who flattered his pride, and corrupted his

" heart, by ministering to his- pleasures. From ' the
eminence which he occupied, even the smallest errors
and eccentricities became visible to the world, and
the objects of unsparing criticism.” Somewhat - re-
sembling his father_in person, he was different from

8¢ ¢« Mi mayor amigo que tengo
}' 2

en esta vida, que haré lo que vos
" me pidieredes.” Elogios de Hono-
rato Juan, p. 66.

The last words, it is true, may
be considered as little more than.a
Castilian form of epistolary cour-
tesy.

ERC Su Alteza afiada, y quite
todo lo que le pareciere de mi tes-
tamento, y este mi Codicilo, que

- -aquello que su Alteza mandare lo
. doy, y quiero_que sea tan valido
-como .si estuviesse expressado. en

este mi Codicilo, o en el testamen-

to” Ibid,, P 73

I
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him both in his good qualities and his defects, so
that a complete barrier was raised between them.
Neither party could comprehend the other; and the
father was thus destitute of the means which he
:might else have had of exerting an influence over
the son. The prince’s dissipated way of life, his per-
‘petual lapses from decorum, or, to speak more pro-
perly, his reckless defiance of decency, outraged his
father, so punctilious in his own observance of the
outward decencies of life. He may well have dwelt
-on such excesses of Carlos with pain; but it may be
.doubted * if the prince’s more honorable desire to
mingle in public affairs was to the taste of Philip,
-who was too tenacious of ‘power willingly to delegate
it, beyond ‘what was absolutely necessary, to his own
‘ministers. ~The conduct of his son, unhappily, fur-
nished him with a plausible ground for " dlstrustmg
his .capacity for business.

‘Thus distrusted, if not held in -positive -aversion,
by 'his father; excluded from any share in the busi-
ness of the state, as well as from a military life,
which would seem to have been well suited to his
disposition ; surrounded by Philip’s ministers, whom
‘Carlos, with too much reason, regarded as spies -on
‘his actions,— the unhappy young man gave himself
'up to a reckless course of life, equally ruinous to his
constitution and to his character; until the pe0p1e,'
who had hailed with delight the prospect .of a mative-
born prince, now felt a reasonable apprehensmn as to
his capacity for government.3*

3 «Cosl come sono allegri i “in dubio qual debbe esser il suo go=

Spagnucli d’haver per loro Sig® verno.” Relatione di Tiepolo, MS.
un Re naturale cosi’ stanno molto
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But ‘while thus an object of distrust at home,

abroad more than one sovereign coveted an alliance
with the heir of the Spanish monarchy. - Catharine
de. Medicis would gladly have secured his hand for
a younger sister of Isabella, in which project she was
entirely favored by the queen. "This was in 15653
but Philip, in his usual procrastinating spirit, only
replied, “ They must reflect upon it.” % - He looked
with a more favorable eye on the proposals warmly
pressed by the emperor and empress of Germany,
‘who, as we have seen, still cherished a kindly re-
membrance of Carlos, and wished his union with
.their daughter Anne. That princess, who was a year
younger than her cousin, claimed Spain as her native
land, having been born there during the regency of
 Maximilian.. But, although the parties ‘were of suit-
‘able age, and Philip acquiesced in the propesals for
their marriage, his want of confidence in his son, if
‘we may credit the historians, still moved him ito.defer
‘the celebration of it.2¢ Anne:did indeed live to mount
the throne of Castile, but as the wife, not of Carlos,
‘butof Philip, after the death of Isabella. Thus, by
‘a singular fatality, the two princesses who had been
destined for the son ‘were each of them married to
‘the father. _ : ~ , :

~ The revolutionary movement in the Netherlands
was at this time the great subject that engaged ‘the
attention of the Spaniards; and Carlos is reported
‘to have taken a lively interest in it. According to
Antonio Perez, the Flemings then at the court made

35 Raumer, Sixteenth and .Se- % Herrera, Historia General,
venteenth Centuries, vol.i.p. 132.  tom. i. p. 680.




Ry L

Lo e e

:
¢
H
i
'
4
i
i
1
H
4
@
{
I
L

PO .

O A N T e e R A

L s g st

=

480 ~ . DON CARLOS. : [Book 1vs

positive overtures to the prince to head the revolt.®
Strada speaks of Bergen and Montigny, then at
Madrid, as the channel of communication through-
which Carlos engaged to settle the affairs of that
distracted country.® That a person of his ardent
temper should have felt sympathy with a people
thus bravely struggling for its liberties, is not
improbable; nor would one with whom “to think
and to speak was the same thing,”3’ be at all un-
likely to express himself on the subject with much
more freedom than discretion. And it may have
been in allusion to this that his almoner, Suarez, in a
letter without date, implores-the prince *to abandon
his dangerous designs, the illusion of the Evil One,
which cannot fail to bring mischief to himself and
disquiet to the monarchy!”“ The letter concludes
with a homily, in  which the good doctor impresses
on the prince the mnecessity of filial obedience, by
numerous examples, from sacred and profane story,
of the sad end of those who had impiously reJected
the counsels of their parents.*!

87 Raumer (Sxxteenth and e
venteenth Centuries, vol. i. p. 153),
who cites a manuscript letter of
Antonio Perez to the councillor Du
Vaire, extant in the Royal Library

. of Paris. A passage in a letter to

Carlos from his almoner, Doctor
Hernan Suarez de Toledo, has
been interpreted as alluding to his
intercourse with the deputxes from
Flanders: ¢ Tambien he llorado,
no haber parecido bien que V. A.
hablase a los procuradores, como
dicen que lo hizo, no se lo que fue,
Fero s1 que cumple mucho hacer
os hombres sus negocios propios,
con consejo ageno, por que los
muy diestros nunca fian del suyo.”

The letter, which is without date,

is to be found in the a.rchlepxscopal
library of Toledo.

38 De Bello Belgico, tom. i. p.
376. :

0 & J principe,” writes the nun-
clo, “che quello, che ha in cuore,
ha in bocca.” - Lettera del Nunzio
al Cardinale Alessandrml, Giugno,
1566, MS.

40w Que eran de grandlslmo
engafio, y error peligrosisimo, in-
ventado y buscado todo por el de-
monjo, para dar travajo a V. A. y
pensar darle & todos, y para desaso-
gear, y aun mquletar la grandeza

. ‘de la monarquia.” Carta de Her-

nan Suarez al Principe, MS.
41 The intimate relations of
Doctor Suarez with Carlos ex-
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But although it is true that this hypothesis would
explain much that is enigmatical in the subsequent
history of Carlos, I must confess I have met with no
confirmation of it in the correspondence of those who
had the direction of affairs in the Low Countries,
nor in the charges alleged against- Montigny himself,
— where an attempt to suborn the heir-apparent,

one might suppose, would have been paraded as the.

“most heinous offence.  Still, that. Carlos regarded

himself as the proper person to be: intrusted. with-

the mission to the: Netherlands is evident from his
treatment of Alva, when that nobleman was appointed
to the command of the army. '

On that occasion, as the duke came to pay his
respects to him previous to his departure, the prince
fiercely said, “ You are not to go to Flanders; I will

" go'there myself.”  Alva endeavored to pacify him,

saying that it was-too dangerous a mission for the
heir to the throne; that he was  going to quiet the
troubles of the country, and prepare it for the coming
of the king, when the prince could accompany his
father, if his presence could be spared in Castile.
But this: explanation served only to irritate Carlos
the more; and, drawing his dagger, he turned sud-
denly on the duke, exclalmmoP “You shall not. go;
~if you do, I will kill you.” A struggle ensued, — an

awkward one for Alva, as to have injured the heir--
apparent might have been construed into treason.

posed him to- suspicions in regard  prince’s papers after his- ‘death,

to his loyalty or his orthodoxy,—  proved a sufficient voucher for the
we are not told which,—that doctor’s innocence. - Soto,” Anota-
might have cost him his hfe, had ciones 4 la- Historia de Talabera,.
not this letter, found among the MS.
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Fortunately, being much the stronger of the two,
he grappled with Carlos, and held him tight, while
the latter exhausted his strength in ineffectual
struggles to escape. -But no sooner was the prince
released, than he turned again, with the fury of a
madman, on the duke, who again closed with him,
when the noise of the fray brought in one of the
chamberlains from an adjoining room ; and Carlos,
extricating himself from the iron grasp of his ad-
versary, withdrew to his own apartment.*?

Such an outrage on the person of his minister was
regarded by Philip as an indignity to himself. It
widened the breach, already too wide, between father
and son; and so great was their estrangement, that,
‘when living in the same palace, they seem to have
had no communication with each other.”* Much of -
_Philip’s time, however, at this period, was passed at
the Escorial, where he was watching over the pro-
gress of the magnificent pile which was to comme-
morate the victory of St. Quentin. But, while in his
retreat, the ministers placed about his son furnished
the king with faithful reports of his proceedings.

- Such was the deplorable state of things, when
~ Carlos came to the fatal determination to escape from
the annoyances of his present position by flying to
some foreign land. To what country is not certainly
known; some say to the Netherlands, others to
Germany: - The lat-ter, on the whole, seems the most

42 Cabrera, Filipe Segundo, lib. - 4 Letter of Fourquevaulx, Jan-
vii. cap. 13.~Strada, De Bello uary 19. 1568, ap. Raumer, Six-
Belgico, tom.: i.-p. 376.—Vander-  teenth and Seventeenth Centuries,
hammen, Don Juan de Austria vol i. p. 85. . .
(Madrld 1627), fol, 87. ]
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probable; as-in the court of Vienna he would meet
with his promised bride, and friends who would be
sure to welcome him. ‘ o o

As he was destitute of funds for such a journey;
he proposed to raise them through a confidential
agent, one of his own household, by obtaining loans
from different cities. Such a reckless mode of pro-
ceeding, which seemed at once to proclaim his pur-
pose, intimated too. plainly the heedlessness of his
character, and his utter ignorance of affairs.
~ But while these negotiations were in progress, a
circumstance occurred, exhibiting the conduct of
Carlos in such a light that it may claim the shelter
of insanity. The story is told by one of the prince’s
household, an ayuda. de cimara, or gentleman of the
chamber, who was present at the scene, which he de-
scribes with much simplicity. ,

For some days his master, he tells us, had no rest,
frequently repeating, that * he desired to kill a man
with whom he had a quarrel!”# The same thing he
said —without, however, intimating who the man
was—to his uncle, Don John of Austria, in whom he
seems to have placed unbounded confidence. . This
was near Christmas, in 1567. It was customary on
the twenty-eighth of December, the day of the Inno-
cents, for the members of the royal family to appear
together, and take the sacrament in public. Carlos,
in order to prepare for this, on the preceding evening

44 « Avia muchos dias, que el parte al Serior Don Juan, pero sin
Principe mi Sefior andaba inqui- declararle quien fuese.” ~De 'la
eto sin poder sosegar, y decia, que  Prision y Muerte del Principe Don
avia de matar 4 un hombre con Carlos, MS. :
quien estaba mal, y de este di6 ;
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went to the church of St. Jerome, to confess and re-
ceive absolution. But the confessor, when he heard
i the strange avowal of his murderous appetite, refused
i to grant absolution. Carlos applied to another eccle-
" siastic, but with as little success. In vain he endea-
vored to argue the case. They recommended him to
send for more learned divines, and take their opi-
nion. He did so forthwith; and no less than four-
= teen monks from the convent of Our Lady of Ato-
| cha, and two from another quarter, were brought
together to settle this strange point of casuistry.
Greatly shocked, they were unanimous in their opi-
nion, that, under the circumstances, absolution could
not be granted. Carlos next inquired whether he
X might not be allowed to receive an unconsecrated
wafer, which would "obviate the scandal that his
: omitting to take the sacrament would infallibly occa-

) sion in the court. - The reverend body were thrown
into fresh consternation by this proposal. The prior

of Atocha, who was among the number, wishing to

draw from Carlos the name of his enemy, told him

that this intelligence might possibly have some influ-

ence on the judgment of the divines. The prince

replied, that “ his father was. the perSon;‘ and that

“he wished to have his life!”# - The prior calmly in-

quired, if any one was to aid him in the designs

against his father. But Carlos only repeated his

former declaration ; and two hours after midnight

% the conclave broke np in unspeakable dismay. A

i 45 «Pero el Prior le engatio, con facclon, que S. A pudiese tomar,
; ersuadirle dixese cual fuese el entonces dixo, que era el Rey su
: ombre, por que seria possible po- {’adre con quien estaba mél, y le
! der dispensar conforme 2 la satis- havia de matar.” Ibid. ,
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messenger was despatched to the Escorial, where the
king then was, to acquamt him Wlth the Whole
affair.6 ' :

Such is the report of the ayuda de cdmam, who
says he was in attendance on the prince that night.
The authority is better for some parts of the story
than for others. "There is nothing very improbable
in the supposition that Carlos —whose thoughts, as
we have seen, lay very near the surface—should have
talked, in the wild way reported of him, to his at-
tendants. But that he should have repeated to others
what had been drawn from him so cunningly by the
prior, or that this appalhng secret should have been
whispered within earshot of the attendants, is diffi-
cult to believe. It matters little, however, s1nce,
whichever way we take the story, it savors so much
of downright madness in the prince as in a manner
to relieve him from moral responsibility.

~ By the middle of January, 1568, the prince’s agent,
had returned, bringing with him a hundred and fifty
thousand ducats. It was not more than a fourth of
the amount he had demanded. But it answered for
the present, and the remainder he proposed to have
sent after him in bills of exchange.# Having com-
pleted his preparations, he communicated his inten-
tions to his uncle, Don John, and besought him to
accompany him in his flight. But.the latter, after
fruitlessly expostulating with his kinsman on the

46 Thid. apercibiesse para partir en la. no-

47 «Ya avia llenrado de Sevilla che siguiente pues la resta le remi-
Garci Alvarez Osorio con ciento y tirian en polizas en saliendo de la
cincuenta mil escudos de los seis- Corte.” Vanderhammen, Don Ju-

cientos mil que le avia emb:ado a  an de Austria, fol. 40.
buscar y proveer: y que assi se ‘
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