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of four thousand horse and forty companies of foot,
to be at the disposal of the league. This negociation:
was conducted under the eye, and, as it seems, partly:
through the agency, of his brother William.?® From
this moment, therefore, if not before, the prince of
Orange may be identified with the party who were pre-
pared to maintain their rights by an appeal to arms. -

These movements of the league could not be kept
so close but that they came to the knowledge of
Margaret. Indeed, she had her secret agents at St.
Trond, who put her in possession of whatever was
done, or even designed, by the confederates.?* . This
was fully exhibited in her correspondence with Philip,
while she again called his attention to the forlorn con-
dition of the government, without men, or money, or
the means to raise it.?> ¢ The secretaries go armed,”
she ‘writes, “and are organizing their forces. . The
league is with them.  There remains nothing but
that they should band together, and sack the towns,
villages, and churches, of which I am in marvellous
great fear.”3—Her fears had gifted her with the spirit
of prophecy. She implores her brother, if he will not
come himself to Flanders, to convoke the states-
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33 See the letter of Louis to his
brother dated July 26. 1566, Ibid.,
p- 178.

3¢ The person who seems to have
principally served her in this re-
spectable office was a “doctor of
law,” one of the chief counsellors
of the confederates. Count Megen,
her agent on the occasion, bribed
the doctor by the promise of a seat
in the.council of Brabant. Cor-
respondance de Philippe IL, tom. i.
p. 435. :

3% “Te tout esten telle désordre,”

she sayé in one of her letters, “que,

* en la pluspart du pais, ’on est sang
" loy, foy, ni roy.” ~Correspondance

de Marguerite d’Autriche, p. 91.

Anarchy could not be better de-
scribed in so few words.

8 «1l ne reste plus sinon qu’ils:
s'assemblent et que, joincts ensem-
ble, ils se livrent 3 faire quelque
sac d'églises, villes, bourgs, ou pais,.
de quoy je suis en merveilleuse-
ment grande crainte.” Correspon-
dance de Marguerite d'Autriche,
p. 121, 5

D 3
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general, quoting the words- of Egmont, that, unless
summioned by the king, they would assemble of them-
selves, to devise some remedy for the miseries of the
land, and prevent its otherwise inevitable ruin.® At
length came back the royal answer to Margaret’s
reiterated appeals. It had at least one merit, that of
being perfectly explicit. fo i

Montigny, on reaching Madrid, as we have seen,
had ready access to Philip. Both he and his com-
panion, the Marquis of Bergen, were allowed to witness,
it would seem, the deliberations of the council of state,
when the subject of their mission was discussed.
Among the members of that body, at this time, may
be noticed the Duke of Alva; Ruy Gomez de Silva,
Prince of Eboli, who divided with Alva the royal
favour ; Figueroa, count of Feria, a man of an acute
and penetrating intellect, formerly ambassador to
England, in Queen Mary’s time ; and Luis de Quixada,
the major-domo of Charles the Fifth. Besides these
there were two or three councillors from the Nether-
lands,. among whose names we meet with that of
Hopper, the near friend and associate of Viglius.
There was great unanimity in the opinions of this
loyal body, where none, it will be readily believed, -
was disposed to lift his voice in fayour of reform.
The course of events in the Netherlands, they agreed,
plainly showed a deliberate and well-concerted scheme
of the great nobles to secure to themselves the whole
power of the country. The first step was the removal
of Granvelle, a formidable obstacle i their path,

87 Correspondance de Philippe IL, tom. i p. 432,
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"Then came the attempt to concentrate the manage-
ment of affairs in the hands of the council of state.
This was followed by assaults on the Inquisition and
the edicts, as the things most obnoxious to the people;
by the cry in favour of the states-general; by the
league, the Compromise, the petitions, the religious-
assemblies; and, finally, by the present mission. to:
Spain.  All was devised by the great nobles, as part
of a regular system of hostility to the crown, the real
~ object of which was to overturn existing institutions,
and to build up their own authority on the ruins.
While the council regarded these proceedings with the
deepest indignation, they admitted the necessity of
bending to the storm, and under present c}rcum-
stances judged it prudent for the monarch to make
certain  specified concessions to the people of the
Netherlands. = Above' all, they earnestly besought
Philip, if he would- still ‘remain master ' of this por-
tion of -his empire, to defer no longer his visit to the
country.® E REPIS 7o

- The discussions occupied many and long-protracted
sittings of the council; and Philip deeply pondered, in
his own closet, on the results, after the discussions
were concluded. Even those most familiar with. his
habits were amazed at the long delay of his decision
in the present critical circumstances.®® The haughty
mind of the monarch found it difficult to bend to the
required concessions. At length his answer came.

% The fullest account of the étonnés du délai que le Roi met &
doings of the council is given by répondre.” Montigny to Margaret,
Hopper, one of its' members. Re- July 21.  Correspondance de Phi-:
cueil et Mémorial, pp. 81-87. lippe IL, tom, i. p. 434. ’

38 ¢ Ceux du conseil d'Etat sont
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The letter containing it was addressed to his sister,
and was dated on the thirty-first of July, 1566, at the
Wood of Segovia,—the same place from which he had
dictated his memorable despatches the year preceding.
Philip began, as usual, with expressing his surprise at
the continued troubles of the country. He was not
aware that any rigorous procedure could be charged
on the tribunals, or that any change had been made
in the laws since the days of Charles the Fifth. Still,
as it 'was much more agreeable to his nature to pro-
-ceed with clemency and love than with severity, he
would conform as far as possible to the desires of his
vassals. Fes o S '

He was content that the Inquisition should be
abolished in the Netherlands, and in its place be sub-
stituted the inquisitorial powers vested in the bishops.
As to the edicts, he was mnot pleased with ‘the plan of
Moderation devised by Margaret; nor did he believe
that any plan would satisfy the people short of per-
fect toleration. Still, he would have his sister prepare
another scheme, having due reference to the mainte-
‘nance of the Catholic faith and his own authority.
This must be submitted to him, and he would do all
that he possibly could in the matter.! Lastly, in -
respect to a general pardon, as he. abhorred rigor

% “Pour linclination naturelle
que jay toujours eu de traicter
mes vassaulx et subjects plus par

voye d’amour et clémence, que de-

crainte et de rigeur, je me suis

accommodé A tout ce que m’a esté

possible.” Correspondance de Mar-
. guerite d’Autriche, p. 100,

.41 « Ay treuvé convenir et né-
cessaire que I'on congoive certaine
aultre forme de modération de
placcart par deld, ayant égard que
la saincte foy catholique et mon
authorité soyent gardées. ..., et

- y feray tout ce que possible sera.”

Ibid-', o8 108.
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where any other course would answer the end®, he
was content that it should be extended to whomever
Margaret thought deserving of it,—always excepting
those already condemned, and under a solemn pledge,
moreover, that the nobles would abandon the league,
and henceforth give their hearty support to the go-
vernment. oo pen L ’

Four days after the date of these despatches, on the
second of August, Philip again wrote to his sister,
touching the summoning of the states-general, which
she had so much pressed. He had given the subject,
he said, a most patient consideration, and was satis-
fied that she had done right in refusing to call them
together. - She must not consent to it. He never
would consent to it.* He knew too well to what it
must inevitably lead. Yet he wounld not have her
report his'decision in the absolute and peremptory
terms in which he had given it to her, but as intended
merely for the present occasion ; so that the people
might believe she was still looking for something of a
different tenor, and cherish the hope of obtaining
their object at some future day ! * - :

The king also wrote, that he should remit a suf-
ficient sum to Margaret to enable her to take into her
pay a body of ten thousand German foot and three
thousand horse, on which she could rely in case of
extremity. He further wrote letters with his own

- # “N’abhorrissant riens tant que. . 4 “ Pero no conviene que esto
la voye de rigeur.” Ibid., ubisu- se entienda all4, ni que vos teneis
ra. ; . esta érden mia, sino es paralo de
L “Y assf vos no lo consentais, agora, pero que la esperais para
ni yo lo consentiré tan poco.” Cor-  adelante, no~ desesperando’ ellos
respondance de Philippe IL, tom.i. para entonces. dello.” Ibid., ubi
p. 439, supra, : : :
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hand to the governors of the provinces and the prin--
cipal cities, calling on them to support the regent in-
her efforts to enforce the laws and mamtam order
throughout the country.®

Such were the concessions granted by Philip, at the
eleventh hour, to his subjects of the Netherlands!—
concessions wrung from him by hard necessity ; doled
out, as it were, like the scanty charity of the miser,—
too scanty and too late to serve the object for which
it is intended. But slight as these concessions were,”
and crippled by conditions which rendered them
nearly nugatory, it will hardly be believed that he
was not even sincere in making them! This is proved
by a revelation lately made of a curious document in
the Archives of Simancas. SR

While the ink was scarcely dry on the despatches’
to Margaret, Philip’ summoned a notary into his pre-
sence, and ‘before the duke of Alva and two other
persons, jurists, solemnly protested that the authority
he had given to the regent in respect to a general
pardon was not of his own free will. “ He therefore
did not feel bound by it, but reserved to himself the
right to punish the guilty, and especially the authors
and abettors of sedition in the Low Countries.”
We feel ourselves at once transported into the depths
of the Middle Ages. This feeling will not be changed

# Correspondance de Margue- et fauteurs des séditions.” Corre-

rite d’Autriche, pp. 106. 114.

46 «Comme il ne Ta pas fait
llbrement, ni spontanément, il n’en-
tend étre lié par cette autorisation,
mais au contraire il se réserve de
punir les coupables, et principale-

ment ceux qui ont été les auteurs

spondance de Philippe II., tom. i.
p. 443.

One would have been glad to
see the original text of this protest,

" which is in Latin, instead of M.

Gachard’s abstract.
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when we learn the rest of the story of this admirable
piece of kingcraft. o '

- The chair of St. Peter, at this time, was occupied
by Pius the Fifth, a pope who had assumed the same
name as his predecessor, and who displayed a spirit
of fierce, indeed frantic intolerance, surpassing éven
- that of Paul the Fourth. At the accession of the new
pope there were three Italian scholars, inhabitants of
Milan, Venice, and Tuscany, eminent for their piety,
who had done great sérvice to the cause of letters in
Italy, but who were suspected of too liberal opinions
in matters of faith. Pius the Fifth demanded. that
these scholars. should all be delivered into his hands.
The three states had the meanness to comply. - The
~unfortunate men were delivered up. to the Holy Office,
condemned, and burned at the stake. - This was one .
of the first acts of the new pontificate. "It proclaimed
to Christendom that Pius the Fifth was the uncom-
promising foe of heresy, the pope of the Inquisition.
‘Every subsequent act of his reign served to conﬁrm
his claim to this distinction. -

“Yet, as far as the interests of Catholicism were
concerned, a character like that of Pius the Fifth
must be allowed to have suited the times.  During
the latter part of the fifteenth century and the be-
ginning of the sixteenth, the throne had been filled by
a succession of pontiffs notorious for their religious
- indifference, and their carelessness, too often pro-
fligacy, of life. This, as is well known, was one of
the prominent causes of the Reformation. A reaction
followed. It was necessary to save the Church. A
race of men succeeded, of ascetic temper, remarkable,
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for their austere virtues, but without a touch of sym-
pathy for the joys or sorrows of their species, and,
wholly devoted to the great work of regenerating the
fallen Church. As the influence of the former popes
had opened a career to the Reformation, the influence
of these latter popes tended materially to check it;
and long before the close of the sixteenth century the
boundary line was defined, which it has never since
been allowed to pass. TSP _
Pius, as may be imagined, beheld with deep anxiety
the spread of the new religion in the Low Countries.
He wrote to the duchess of Parma, exhorting her to
resist to the utmost, and professing his readiness ‘to
supply her, if need were, with both men and money.
To Philip he also wrote, conjuring him not to falter
in the good cause, and to allow no harm to the Ca-
tholic faith, but to march against his rebellious vassals
at the head of his army, and wash out the stain of
heresy in the blood of the heretic.? '

criticisms on the conduct of the mi-

47 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tom.
i. p. 236. ‘

Among those who urged the king
toviolent measures, no one wassoim-
portunate as Fray Lorenzode Villa-
cancio, an Augustin monk, who dis-
tinguished himself by the zeal and
intrepidity with which he ventured
into the strongholds of the Reform-
ers, and openl{ denounced their
doctrines. Philip, acquainted with
the uncompromising temper of the
man, and his devotion to the Catholic
Church, employed him both as an
agentand an adviser in regardto the
affairs of the Low Countries, where
Fray Lorenzo was staying in the
earlier period of the troubles. Many
of the friar's letters to.the king are
still preserved in Simancas, and -
astonish one by the boldness of their

nisters, and even of the monarch
himself, whom Lorenzo openly ac-
cuses of a timid policy towards the
Reformers. : :

In a memorial on the state of the
country, prepared, at Philip’s sug-

" gestion, in the beginning of 1566,

Fray Lorenzo urges the necessity
of the most rigorous measures to-
wards the Protestants in the Ne-
therlands. ¢ Since your majesty
holds the sword which God has
given to you, with the divine power-
over our lives, let it be drawn from
the scabbard, and plunged in the’
blood of the heretics, if you do not.

" wish that the blood of Jesus Christ,

shed by these barbarians, and the.

" blood of the innocent Catholics

whom they have oppressed, should-
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The king now felt it incumbent on him to explain
to the holy father his late proceedings. " This he
did through Requesens, his ambassador at the papal
court. . The minister was to inform his holiness that
Philip would not have moved in this matter without
his advice, had there been time for it.  But perhaps
it was better as it was ; for the abolition of the Inqui-
sition in the Low Countries could not take effect, after
all, unless sanctioned by the pope, by whose authority
it had been established. This, however, was fo be said
in confidence.*® As to the edicts, Pius might be as-
sured that his majesty would never approve of any
scheme which favored the guilty by diminishing in
any degree the penalties of their crimes. This also
was to be considered as secret.*® Lastly, his holiness
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CHAP. XI.]

cry aloud to Heaven for vengeance
on the sacred liead of your majesty!
« + »» The holy king David showed
no pity for the enemies of God. He
slew them, sparing neither man nor
woman. Moses and his brother,in a
single day, destroyed three thou-
sand of the children of Israel. An
angel, in one night, put to death
more than sixty thousand enemies
of the Lord. Your majesty is a
king, like David; like Moses, a
captain of the people of Jehovah;
an angel of the Lord,— for so the
Scriptures style the kings and cap-
tains of his people; —and these
heretics are-the enemies of the liv-
ing God!” And in the same strain
of fiery and fanatical eloquence he
continues to invoke the vengeance
of Philip on the heads of his un-
fortunate subjects in the Nether-
lands, . .
That the ravings of this hard-
hearted bigot were not distasteful
to Philip may be inferred from the
fact that he ordered a copy of his
memorial to be placed in the hands

of | Alva, on his departure for the
Low .Countries. It appears that
he bhad some thoughts of sending
Fray Lorenzo to join the duke
there,—a project which received
little encouragement from the lat-
ter, who probably did not care to
have so meddlesome a person as
this frantic friar to watch his pro-
ceedings. . e

“An interesting notice of this re-
markable man is to be found in
Gachard, Correspondance de Phi«
lippe IL, tom. ii., Rapport, pp.
xvi-l. - : ¥

-48-«Y por la priesa que dieron’
en esto, no ubo tiempo de consul-
tarlo 4 Sa Santidad, como fuera
Jjusto, y quiza avra sido asi mejor,
gues no vale nada, sino quitandola,

u Santidad que es que la pone;
pero en esto conviene que aya el
secreto que puede considerar.”
Correspondance de Philippe IL.,
tom. 1. p. 445. : i

% ¢Y en esto conviene el mismo
secreto que en lo de arriba.”—1Ibid.,
ubi supra. '
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need not be scandalized by the grant of a general
pardon, since it referred only to what concerned the
king personally, where he had a right to grant it.
In fine, the pope might rest assured that the king
would consent to nothing that could prejudice the
service of God or the interests of religion. = He de-
precated force, as that would involve the ruin of the
country. Still, he would march in person, without
regard to: his own peril, and employ force, though it
should cost the ruin of the provinces, but he would
bring his vassals to submission. For he would sooner
lose a hundred lives, and every rood of empire, than
reign a lord over heretics.®

‘Thus all the concessions of Philip, not merely his
promises of grace, but those of abolishing the In-
quisition and mitigating the edicts, were to go for -
nothing, — mere ‘words, to ‘amuse the people until
some effectual means could be decided on. The
king must be allowed, for once at least, to have spoken
- with candor. There are few persons who would not
- have shrunk from acknowledging to their own hearts
that they were acting on so deliberate a system of
perfidy as Philip thus confided in his correspondence
with another. Indeed, he seems to have regarded -
the pope in the light of his confessor, to whom he was
to unburden his bosom as frankly as if he had been
in the confessional. * The shrift was not likely to
bring down a heavy penance from one who doubtless

These injunctions of secrecy are cien vidas que tuviesse, porque yo
interpolations in the handwriting of - no plenso ni quiero ser sefior de he-
the “prudent” monarch himself. ~ reges.” Ibid., p. 446, -

_ 50 “Perderé todos mis estados, y -
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held to the orthodox maxim of * No faith to be kept.
with heretics.” A e G ot :

The result of these royal concessions was what
might have been expected. Crippled as they were by
conditions, they were regarded in the Low Countries
with distrust, not to say contempt. In fact, the point
at which Philip had so slowly and painfully arrived
had been long since passed in the onward march of
the revolution. The men of the Netherlands now
talked much more of recompense than of pardon. By
a curious coincidence, the thirty-first of July, the day
on which the king wrote his last despatches from
Segovia, was precisely the date of those which Mar-
garet sent to him from Brussels, giving the particu-
lars of the recent troubles, of the meeting at St.
Trond, the demand for a guaranty, and for an im-
mediate summons of the legislature.

But the fountain of royal grace had been com-
pletely drained by the late efforts. Philip’s reply at
this time was prompt and to the point. As to the
guaranty, he said, that was superfluous when he had
granted a general pardon. For the states-general,
there was no need to alter his decision now, since he
was 50 soon to be present in the country.’

This visit of the king to the Low Countries, respect-
ing which so much was said and so little was done,
- seems to have furnished some amusement to the wits
of the court. The prince of Asturias, Don Carlos,

51 «Et, au regard de la convo- aulcunement qu'elle se face en mon
cation des dicts Estats généraulx, absence, mesmes comme je suis si
comme je vousay escript mon inten-  prest de mon partement.” Corre-
tion, je ne treuve qu'il y a matiére spondance de Marguerite d’Au-
pour la changer ne qu'il conviengne triche, p. 165.
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scribbled one day on the cover of a blank book, as-its
title, “ The Great and Admirable Voyages of King
Philip;” and within, for the contents, he wrote,
“From Madrid to the Pardo, from the Pardo to the
Escorial, from the Escorial to Aranjuez,” &c., &c.5?
This jest of the graceless son had an edge to it. We
are not told how far it was relished by his royal
father. e

52 Brantome, (Euvres, tom. iii. p. 321.



cnie. x] CATHEDRAL OF ANTWERP SACKED. 49

CHAPTER XIL
THE 10ONOCLASTS.

Cathedral of Antwerp sacked.— Sacrilegious Outrages.—Alarm at
Brussels. — Churches ‘granted to Reformers. — Margaret repents
her Concessions. —Feeling at Madrid. —Sagacity of Orange.— His
Religious Opinions. '

1566.

WaiLe Philip was thus tardily coming to concessions
which even then were not sincere, an important crisis
had arrived in the affairs of the Netherlands. ' In the
earlier stages of the troubles, all orders, the nobles,
the commons; even the regent, had united in the
desire to. obtain the removal of certain abuses, espe-
cially the Inquisition and the edicts. .But this move-
ment, in which the Catholic joined with the Protest-
ant, had far less reference to the interests of. reli-
gion than to the personal rights of the individual.
Under the protection thus afforded, however, the Re-
formation struck deep root in the soil. - It flourished
still more under the favor shown to it.by the confed-
erates, who, as we have seen, did not scruple to
guaranty security of religious worship to some of the
sectaries who demanded it.- A 4
- But the element which contributed most to the
success of the new religion was the public preachings.
VOL. II. E :
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Thesein the Netherlands were what the Jacobin clubs
were in France, or the secret societies in Germany and
Italy,—an obvious means for bringing together such
as were pledged to a common hostility to existing in-
stitutions, and thus affording them an opportunity for
consulting on their grievances, and for concerting the
best means of redress. The direct object of these
meetings, it is true, was to listen to the teachings of
the minister. But that functionary, far from con-
fining himself to spiritual exercises, usually wandered
to more exciting themes, as the corruptions of the
Church and the condition of the land. -He rarely failed
to descant on the forlorn circumstances of himself and
his flock, condemned thus stealthily to herd together
like a band of outlaws, with ropes, as it were, about
their necks, and to-seek out some solitary spot in
which to glorify the Lord, while their enemies, in all
the pride of -a dominant religion, could offer up their
devotions openly and without fear, in magnificent
temples. The preacher inveighed bitterly against the
richly. beneficed clergy of the rival Church, whose
lives of pampered ease too often furnished an indiffer-
ent commentary on the doctrines they inculcated.
His wrath was kindled by the pompous ceremonial of
- the Church of Rome, so dazzling and attractive to its
votaries, but which the Reformer sourly contrasted
- with the naked simplicity of the Protestant service.
Of all abominations, however, the greatest in his eyes
was the worship of images, which he compared to the
idolatry that in ancient times had so often brought
down the vengeance of Jehovah on the nations of
Palestine; and he called on his hearers, not merely
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to remove idolatry from their hearts; but the idols
from their sight.!” It was not wonderful that, thus
stimulated by their spiritual leaders, the people should
be prepared for scenes similar to those enacted by the
Reformers in France and in Scotland ; or that Marga-
ret, aware of the popular feeling, should have predicted
such an outbreak. = At length it came, and on a scale
and with a degree of violence not surpassed either by
the Huguenots or the disciples of Knox. -

.On the fourteenth of August, the day before the
festival of the Assumption of the Virgin, a mob, some
three hundred ‘in number, armed with clubs, axes,
and other implements of destruction, broke ‘into the
churches around St. Omer, in the province of Flan-
ders, overturned the images, defaced the ornaments,
and in & short time demolished whatéver had any
value or beauty in the buildings. Growing bolder
from the impunity which attended their movements,
they mext proceeded to Ypres, and had the audacity
to break into the cathedral, and deal with it in the
same ruthless manner.  Strengthened by the accession
of other miscreants from the various towns, they pro-
ceeded along the banks of the Lys, and fell upon the
~ churches of Menin, Comines, and 'other places onits
- borders. =~ The excitement now spread over the
country. Everywhere the populace was in arms.
Churches, chapels, and convents were involved in
1nd1scr1m1nate ruin. The storm, after sweeping over
Flanders, and desolating the ﬂourlshmg cities of

‘.“ Accendunt animos Ministri, tantam summi Dei. contumeham
fugienda non animo modd, sed et  opportereaffirmant.”. Vander Haer,
corpore idola: eradicari, extirpari ~De Initiis Tumultuum, p. 236..

E 2
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Valenncienes and Tournay, descended on Brabant.
Antwerp, the great commercml capltal of the country,
~wag its first mark.? ‘

The usual populatlon of the town happened to be
swelled at this time by an influx of strangers from
the neighboring country, who had come up to cele-
brate the great festival of the Assumption of the
Virgin. . Fortunately, the prince of Orange was in
the place, and by his presénce prevented any moles-
tation to the procession, except what arose from the
occasional groans and hisses of the more zealous spec-
tators among the Protestants. The priests, however,
on their return, had the discretion to deposit the
image in the chapel, instead of the conspicuous station
usually - assigned to it in the cathedral, to receive
there during the commg week the adoratxon of the
faithful. ' s

On the following day, unlucklly, the prince was
recalled to Brussels. In the evening some boys, who
‘had found their way into the church, called out to
the Virgin, demanding * why little Mary had gone so
early to her nest,and whether she were afraid to show
her face in public.”® This was followed by one of the
party mounting into the pulpit, and there mimicking
the tones and gestures of the Catholic preacher. = An
honest waterman who was present, a zealous son of
the Church scandahzed by this insult to hlS rehgmn, '

2 Strada, De Bello Belglco, tom. 3 «Si Mariette avait peur, quelle
i. pp. 260—252,— Vander: Haer, _se retirit - sitét' ‘en ' son . nid.”
De Initiis Tumultuum, p. 232. et . Correspondance de Guillaume le
seq.— Hopper, Recueil et Mémo- Taelturne, tom 11, Préface, p.
rial, p. 96.—Correspondance de lii.
Marguerlte d’Autriche, pp. 183.
185.
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sprang into the pulpit, and endeavored to dislodge
the usurper. The lad resisted. His comrades came
to his rescue; and a struggle ensued, which. ended in
both the parties being expelled from the building by
the officers.* This scandalous proceeding, it ‘may be
thought, should have put the magistrates of the city
on their guard, and warned them to take some mea-
sures of defence for the cathedral Blit the admoni-
tion was not heeded. § 7] . H i
On the following day a consuierable number of the
reformed party eptered the bu11d1ng, and were allowed
to continue there after vespers, when the rest of the
congregation had withdrawn. Left in possession,
their first act was to break forth into omne of the
"Psalms of David. The sound of their own voices
seemed to rouse them to fury. Before the chant had
died away, they rushed forward as'by a common im-
pulse, broke open the doors of the chapel, and dragged
forth the image of the Virgin. - Some called on her
to cry, “ Vivent les Gueux 1 while others tore off her
embroidered robes, and rolled the dumb ‘idol in the
dust, amidst the shouts of the spectators. : e
- This ‘was the signal for havoc. - The- rloters dis-
persed in all directions on the work of destruction.
Nothing escaped their rage.. High above the great
altar was an image of the Saviour, curiously carved
in wood, and placed between the effigies of the two
‘thieves crucified with -him. The mob contrived to
get a rope round the neck of the statue of Christ, and
dragged it to the ground. " They then fell upon it

. 4 Ibid., ubi supra, -
E3
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with hatchets and hammers, and it was soon broken
into a hundred fragments. The two thieves, it was
remarked, were spared, as if to preside over the Work'
of rapine below. :

- Their fury now turned against the other statues,
which were quickly overthrown from their pedestals.
The paintings that lined the walls of the cathedral
were cut into shreds. Many of these were the choicest
specimens of Flemish art, even. then, in ‘its dawn,
giving promise of the glorious day which was to shed
a dustre over the land. :
. But the pride of the cathedral, and -of Antwerp,
was the great organ, renowned throughout the Nether-
lands, not more for its dimensions than its perfect
‘workmanship. With their ladders the rioters scaled
the lofty fabric, and with their implements soon con-
verted it, like all else they laid their hands on, into a
heap of rubbish.

. The ruin was now universal. . Nothing beautiful,
- nothing holy, was spared. - The altars—and there
were no less than seventy in the vast edifice— were
overthrown one after another; their richly embroidered
coverings rudely rent away; their gold and silver
vessels appropriated by the plunderers. The sacra- -
mental bread was trodden under foot; the wine was
quaffed by the miscreants, in golden chalices, to the
health of one another, or of the Gueux ; and the holy
oil was profanely used to anoint their shoes and
sandals. The sculptured tracery on the walls, the
costly offerings that enriched the shrines, the screens of
gilded bronze, the delicately carved wood-work of the
pulpit, the marble and alabaster ornaments, all went
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down under the fierce blows of the iconoclasts. The
pavement was strewed with the ruined splendors of
a church, which in size and magnificence was perhaps
second. only to St. Peter's among the churches of
Christendom. ' PS AR TS

As the light of day faded, the assailants supplied
its place with such light as they could obtain from
the candles which they snatched from the altars. It
was midnight before the work of destruction was com-
pleted. Thus toiling in darkness, feebly dispelled by
tapers the rays of which could scarcely penetrate the
vaulted distances of the cathedral, it is a curious cir-
cumstance—if true—that no one was injured by the
heavy masses of timber, stone, and metal that were
everywhere falling around them.®. The whole number
engaged in this work is said not to have exceeded
a hundred. men, women, and boys, — women of the
lowest description, dressed in men’s attire. .

When their task was completed, they sallied forth
in a body from the doors of the cathedral, some
singing t