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CHAP'l'ER X.

TllE CPNlt'EDERATES.

JUnTJ\ nI RnUR 1J(1
THE party of the malecontents in the Netherlands
comprehended persons oí.very different opinions, who
were by no' means uniformly satisfied with the rea
sonable objects proposed by the compromise. Sorne
demahded entire liberty of conscience. Others would
not have stopped short .ofa revolution that would .
enable the country to shake off the Spanishyoka;
And another class oí men without principIe of'any
kind- such as are too ' often ~hrown up in strong
political fermentations - ,looked to these intestine
troubles as offering the means of repairing their own

. . fortunes out oí tbe wreck of theirvcountry's, Yet,
with the excéption of'.the last, there were few who.

B 2 .



4 TlIE CONFEDERATES.

JUnTR U[ J\n

would not have been content to accept the compro.
mise as the basis of their demands.

The winter had passed away, however, and the
confederacy had wrought no change in the conduct of
the government. o Indeed, the existence of the con
federacy would not appear to have been known tú the
regent till the latter part of February, 1566. It was
not till the close of the fol1owing month that it was
formally disclosed to her by sorne of .the great Iords.!
If it was known to her before, Margaret must have
thought it prudent to aifect ignorance, till sorne overt
action on the part 'of the league called for her notice.

It became, then, aquestion with the members of
-~~ the league what was next to be done.' It was finally......._-

resolv.ed to present a petition, : in the name of the ,
......---whole body, to ,J he ' regent' l o~>l omeasure , ,v~ich, as ' I ' ~

O[ a . . .. 'd~IOnU o. dél l.U I 1\ aO

f u a y ,Jenera hea rea y lntlmate ,recerv.e tue assent" 1 not tue
approbation, oí tHe prince of €)ránge. The paper o
was prepared, as it wo~ld seem, .in William's own
house at Brussels, by his brother Louis ; 'and was
submitted, weare told, to the revision of othe 'prince,
who thus hadjt inihis power to mitigate; in more'
than one instance, the vehemence, or ,rat her violence,
of the expressions.P o '

, To give greatei; effect to the petition, -it was deter
jnined that a large deputation from the league should .

1 Correspondance de Philippe
oH., tomo i. pp.399. 401. " :

.2 "Libello ab Orangio mete
risque in lenius verborum genus
commutato." Vander lIaer, De .
Initiis Tumultuum, p. 207.

Alonzodel Canto, the royal con
tador, takes a different, and by no
means so probable a view of Wil.

liam's amendments. ,e Quand les
seigneurs tenaient leurs assemblées
secretes a Bruxelles, c'était en la
maison du prince d'Orange, ou ils
entraient de nuit par la porte de
derriere : ce fut la que la requéte
des confédérés fut modifiéeet ren- o

.due pire." ,Correspondance de
Philippe H., tomo i, p. 411.



JUl1T

CHItP. x.] DESIGN OF THE CONFEDER;A.TES'. 5

accompany its presentation to the vregent. . Notice
was given to four rhundred ofthe ' confederates to
assemble at 'the beginning ofApril. 'I'heywere to
come well-mounted and armed, prepared at 'once' to
proceed to Brussels, Among the ziumbet thus en
rolled, we fínd three gentlernen oí Margaret's own

, household, as 'well as sorne members of the companies
of ordonnance commanded bythe prince, and bythe
Counts Egmorit, Hoorne, and othergreat lords." .

'I'heduchess, informed of these proceedings, called
, a meeting of the council of state and the knights of
,the Golden Fleece, to determineon the course to be
pursued. The discussion was animated, as there was

much difference of opinión. -Some agreed with Count
Barlaimont in regarding the measure in the light of '
amenace. Such a military array could have no other .
object than ,to o~e.fa~e 'd ie gbvern~ent~afld ~as'Tlrrfa y Generallfe
insult to the regento , In the presen~ ' exciteülstate of

the HeoRI.el)itl\,:ould be attended with th~ greatest
danger to allow their entrance into the.capital.s .

The prince of Orange, who hadyielded tú 'Marga-,
ret's earnest entreáties , that he would attend this
meeting, took a different view of the matter. The
numberof .the delegates, he said, only preved the
interest taken inithe .pet it ion. They were men .of

, rank, sorne of them kinsmen 01' personal friends 'oí
those presento ' Their ¡; characters 'and position in the
country weresufficient , sureties that theyrneditated
no violence to the state. "They werethe representa..

3 Archives de la Maiso~ d'O- 4 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo
range~N assau, tomo )i.. p. 59. et i, p. 213. ' " ,',
seq.

B 3



. THECONFEDERATES. [BOOK -no

.t ives of an ancient order oí nobility; and it would be

.st range indeed, if they were to be excluded from the
right ofpetition, enjoyed by the humblest individual.
-In the course of the debate, Williarn made sorne
personal iallueions to his own situation, ' delivering
himself with great' warmth. His en émiesjhe said, had
the royal ear, and would persuade the king to kill ,
him and conflscate his property." He was even
looked upon as the head of the confederaey. It was
of no use for him to give his ' op~Iiion in the council,
where it was sure toobe misinterpreted, AH that
remained for him was to ask leave tú resign his

.offíces, andwithdraw to his estates." . Count Hoorne
.-_.followed in much the same key, inveighing bitterly

against the ingratitude of Philip. The two nobles
yieldeC1., at length; so far to Margaret's re~onstr.ances,

as to give their:opinions .Ónntlie course to~bepu suea. nera
But when sü~ endeavorea to recaH tlieni to their

JUl1TR n Rn dut)Ji. bX reminding themof their oaths to the king,
they boldly replied. .they would willingly lay down'

. their lives for their eountry, but would never draw
sword for the edicts 01' the Inquisition.L-c-Williaín's
views in regard to the admission of the confederates
into Brussels were supported by mueh the greater part
of the assembly, and finally prevailed with the regent,

On the third oí, April, 1566, two hundred of the
confederates entered the gatea oí Brussels. · They

. 5 "Hbmiiles geritiNassavire in- ., 7 "Ils répondirent qu'Íls ne vOU"

fensissimos de nece .ipsius, deque laient pas se battre pour la main-
. fortunaruniomnium publicatione ' tien de l'ínqúisition et des placards,

agitavisse cum Rege.' Ibid., p. mais qu'ils le feraient pour la con
215. Se~ also Correspondance de servation dupa}'s." · Ibid., ubi
Philippe n., tomo i, p. 403., . '. . supra.

6 Correspondan ce de Philippe
n., tomo ii, p. 404.



CHAP.X.] THE CONFEDERATE S ENTERBRUSSELS. . 7

were on horseback, andoeach man was furnished with
abrace Of pistols in his holsters, weariag in other
respecte only the usual arms of a private gentleman..
The Viscount Brederode and Louis of Nassau rode at
their head." They prudently conformed toWilliam's
advice, not to bring any foreigners in theirtrain, and
to .enter th~ city quietly, without attempting to stir
the populace by anymilitary display, 01" the report of
fire-arms," Their coming was welcomed with general
joy by the inhabitants, who greeted them as aband of
patriots .ready to do battle forthe liberties ofthe
country. Theyeasily found quarters .in the houses
of the principalcitizens; .and Louis and Brederode
were lodged in 'the mansion of the Prince of Orange." .

On the fol1owing daya meeting of the confederates .
was helt1at the hotel,.Qf CountCuleniborg, where they . . ' . .
listened to al étter ,vhicli~BredetOaérhad just 1~6kiv~a y Generallfe
from Spain, informing líim oí tlle death orMorone, a

JUnTR ~Jemish J\nobleman well known to them ..all, whohad
perished in the flames of the Inquisition.P With
feelingsexasperated by this gloomyrecital, theyre
newed, in the most solemn manner, their oaths of
fidelity to the league. An application was then made
to Margaret for Ieaveto lay their petition before her.
The day followingwaa assigned forthe act;. and at
noon, on ·the fifth 'oí April, the whole companywalked
in solemn procession .through the streets oí Brussels

• 8 ".Eo ipso die sub vesperam con- . De Bello .Belgieo, tomo i, p. 221. .
jurati Bruxellas advenere. Erant . ? ArchIves de la Maison d'O..
nu in equis.omnino ducenti, f?rens! range-Nassau,. tomoii, pp. 74, 75. '.
veste ornati, gestabantque smguh 10 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo
bina ante ephippium sclopeta, preei- i, p. 221.
bat ductor Brederodius, juxtaque ~l Ibid., ubi supra.
LudoVICUS Nassavius," Strada, ' .

B4
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to 'the pal áce oí the regento She received theni,sur
roundedby thelords, in ··the great ·hall 'adjoining the
council-chamber. As they defiled before her; the
confederates ranged themselves along the sides of the
apartment..: Margaret seems to have beeri somewhat
disconcertedby the presence oí so martial anarray
within the wallsof her palace, But she soon re
covered herself, and received them gra?i<?úsly.12, ,

Brederode was selected to present the petition, and
he 'prefaced itby a short address. , They had come in
such numbers, 'he .said, the better to show their re
spect to the regent, and the deep interest they took
in the cause. They had been accused of opening a

__--:correspondeilce withJoreign princes, which'he affírmed
to be amaliciousslander, and boldly demanded tobe
confronted with the authors of it. 13_ , Notwithstanding . .~

this' stout de,nial, itOisvefynros~f>le t1iJtlidie:6~eYdia~nera ll e
not place hnplicit cobfldence in tlie asserfions .of the '

JlJnTR Dt Rn sBeakeE. He then .presented the petition .to there-
. gent, expressing .the hope that she wouldapproveoí

it, as dictatedonly by their desire to promete the .
glory of the king and the good of the country, '~f

this was its object, Margaretreplied, she doubted not '
she shouldbe content with it.14 The following day
was named for themagain towait onher, and receive
her answer; . .

121bid. pp., 222. 226.-Vander
vync~~, Troubles des . Pays-Bas,
tomo 11• . p. 138. - Meteren, .H ist,
des Pays-Bas, fol. 40.

18 "Nobiles enixi eam rogare, ut
proferat nomina eorum qui hoc de
tulere : cogatque illos accusationem

legitime ac palam adornare," Stra
da, .De Bello Belgico, tomo i, p.
222. '

14 "Quando nonnisi Regis digni- .
tatem, patrieeque salutem specta
bant, haud dubie postulatis satis
facturam," Ibid., ubi supra.



CHAPo x.] THE PETITlüN. -: . 9

, The Instrumentbeg~n with a .general stat~ment of ~
the distresses of the .Iand, much like ~h~t in .t he com-

. promise, but couched in more respectful .1anguage.
The petitioners had hoped that the action ofthe great

.. lords, or of the states-general, would have led tosome
reformo But finding these had not moved in the .
inatter, while the evil went on increasing from day to
day, until ruin :was at thegate, they had come to
beseech herhighnessto lay.the subject:herself before
the king, and implore his majesty to ' save the country
fr~m perdition by the instant abolition 'of both the .
Inquisition and the edicts. · Far from wishing to
dictate Iaws to their sovereign, they .humbly besought

. her to urge on ·him the necessityof'convoking the
states-general, and devising with .them sorne effect
ual relnetly,for. the .existing evils. Meanwhile they
begged of Rer t ó susp,end' the furtlier,exec~tion gf tHe
laws in regard to religión Ulltil His majesty's pIeasure

JUl1T could be known. ~ .If .their prayer wer é not granted,
they at least were absolved from all responsibilityas
to the consequences, now that theyihad done . their
duty as true and .Ioyal subjects.~5-T~e ;business-like

character of this document ,'forms a éontrastto the
declamatory style.of the compromise; and in its tem
perat.e ·tone, particularly, we may fancy we recognize

. the touches of the more prudent hand of the prince
of Orange, . . '. '

.On the sixth, the confederatea again ~ssembled 'in
the palace of'the regeri.t, to receive her a~swer. They
were -i?l greater force than before,' having been joined

. • 15 The copy of this document de 'Ia •.Maison d'Orange-Nassau,
given by Groen is from the papers tomo ii .pp. 80-84. .

.of Counj Louis of N assau. Archive!':

a) ..J e ai
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17 "Pendant que s'attend sa re ..
sponce, Son Alteze donnera ordre,

.que tant par lesinquisiteurs, ou il
yen a eu jusques ores,' que par

-Ies offíciers respectivement, soit
. procédé discretement et modeste..

ment." Ibid., 'p. 85.
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16 "Lesquels ne doibvent espé..
rer, sinon toute chose digne et
conforme .a.sa bénignité naifue el
accoustumée" Ibid., p. 84. '

The phrase must have sounded
oddly enough in the ears of the
confeuerates. · .

by a hundred .and fifty of theirbrethren, who had
entered ·the city the night previous, under the com
mand .of Counts Culemborg and Berg. They were
received by Margaret in the same courteous manner
as on the preceding day, and her answer was made to
them in writing; being endorsed on their own petition.

She announced inither purpose of using all her
infiuence with her royal brother to persuadehim to
accede to their wishes. They might rely 'on his doing
all that was conformable to his natural and accustomed
benignity.16 She had herself, with 't he advice oí her
council and the knights of the Golden Fleece, prepared
a scheme for moderating the edicts, to be laid before

._-_ his majesty, whichshe trusted would satisfy the na..
tion. They must, however, be aware, that she herself . I
had no power to suspend the executión o.f thelaws. . ' JI

B h l~ · ~J • nr-, p U' :1 •• I ene a I. ut s e WQU u.senu lnstructlons to tue lnq~lsItors too t
proceed ·witli . aH·C1iscretion in tHe exercise 'oí their \

'J\nu functions, until they .shouldJearn the king's pleas" l
ure," She trusted that the confederates would so I

demean themselves as not to make it necessary to
.. give different orders. . All this she had donewiththe

greater readiness, from her conviction that they had
no design to make .aDY innovation in .the established
religion oí the 'country, but desired rather to uphold .
it in all its vigour.

. To .t~is reply, asgracious in its expr~ssions, andas .

l'
JI
J ,
t i

:~ '
.:~

i'i
l i

1\
\J. '
• \' --~-_._-_._ _ . • _ _ • r- . - _ . - • .- _ _ . . • • _ . •• • ... .
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favorable in its import, as the league couldpossibly
haveexpected, -they made a formal answer in writing,
which they presented inabody to the duchess,on the

, eighth of the month. ' Theyhumbly thanked her for
the prompt attention she had given totheir petition,
but would have been 'still more contented .if.her

•answer .had been .more full andexplicit. . .They knew
the embarrasments under which she labored, ' and
they thanked her for the assurance .she had given,
which,itmay be remarked, she neverdid give,-.
that all proceedings connected .with the Inquisition
and the edicts should be stayed until his majesty's
pleasure should be ascertained. They were most
anxious to conform to whatever the king, with the
'adoice ana consent 01 the etates-qeneral, duly ássembled,
should determine in matters of religion 18; and they ,
would show xheir obeaien'ce o~ t~king shclí oraJ 'for a, I G' e al f
their own .conduct as sHoula. give .entire satisfaction

JUl1Tl\ to her high~ess. . . .,' ,' .
. "I'o this the duchess briefiy replied, that, if there
were any cause for offence hereafter, it would be
chargeable, not on her, but on thern. She prayed the
confederates henceforth to desist from their secret
practices, and to invite no new member to join their
body.19, · . ' '

, This brief and admonitory reply seems not to have
been -to .the taste of the petitioners, .who would
willingly have drawn from Margaret sorne expression

18 "Ne desirons sinon d'ensuyvre
toutee que ' par Sa MaM. ' aveeq
l'advis et éonsentement des éstats
générauIx: ássambl ézserat ordonné
pour le maintenement -de l'un
chienne religión," Ibid. p. 86.

19 , " Vous . prians de ne passer .
plus avant: par petites practicques
secretes et de n'attirer plus per
sonne." Ibid., p.88. .
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that might ,be construed into a sanction of their pro:
ceedings. After a short deliberation among them
selves, they agairi 'addressed her by .the mouth of ene
of their own number, the lord of Kerdes. . The

, speaker, after again humbly thanking the regent for
her favorable answer, said that it would have given
still g~eate'r satisfaction to his associates,if she would
but have declared, in the presenceof the great lords
assembled, that she .took the union oí. the.confederates
in good part and . for the service of theking 2? ;and
he concluded with promising that they,would hence- .
forth do all in their power to give contentment .to her
highness. .

Toall this the duchess simply replied, she had no
doubt oí it. . When again pressed ,by the persevering
tleputy toexpress her opinion ofthis assembly, she '
bluntly answered; she ~ould Jorm nojudgment::l in tli~ e
matter.21 - Slle gave pretty clear evidence, however,

JUl1TR n. 1\ Dofu her real opinion,soon after, by ,dismissing the
three gentleman of her householdwhomwe have men-
tioned as having j oined the league.2,2 '

t

20 "De 'bo~me partet pour le
service duRoy," . Ibid., p.89. .

21 "Et commé ma dite dame
respondit qu'elle . le croyt ainsy,
n'affermant 'nullement en quelle
part elle recevoit nostre assemblée,
luy futreplicqué par le dit Sr de
Kerdes: Madame, il plairast a V.
A; en díre ce qu'elle en sent, a
quoy elle respondit qu'elle ne pou- ,
voit juger," Tbid.; ' ubi supra.i--,
See a.Iso Strada, (De Bello Belgico,
tomo 1. p. 225.), who, however, 'de
spatches this interview with the
Seigneur de Kerdes in a couple of
sentenees,

22 Count Louis drew up a peti
tion to the ,duchess, 01' rather a re-

monstrancarequesting her to state
the motives of this act, that people
might not interpret it into a con
demnation oftheir proceedings.
To this Margares replied,with ,
sorne spirit, that it was her own "
private affair, and she claimed the
rightthat belonged to everj other
individual" of managing her own
household in her own way. -:... Oue '
will readily .believe that Louis did , "
not act by the advice of his brother

_ in this matter, See the corre
spoudence as collected by the dí
ligent Groen, Archives de la Mai~,
son d'Orauge-Nassau, tomo Ii, pp. '
100-105.
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,",As Margaret found that the confederates were .not
altogether satisfied with her response to their petition,
she allowed Count Hoogstratenone of her councillors,
to bifórm ' sorne ~o( ·thém; privately; that .she had
already written to the provinccs to haveallprocesses

, in' ' affairs 'of religionrstayed 'úntil 'Philip's ',decision
should be :known. To leave no ' room 'f or 'dist rust,
the :count was allowed to show them copiesof the
,letters.23 ..

, "I'he wéek spent by the league":fnBrusselsw~s a
season of general jubilee. 'At one-of'fhe banqueta .
given at Culemborg House, where 'three hundred con
federates were present, 'Brederóde presided. ', During
the repast he related to sorne of the ' éompany; 'who

• liad arriveCl o n the day after the petitionwas ' deli
~erea, the ma~ner in C"~ich it ~~'d beener~c~lvid bcra
the duchess. She' seemed át fir.st 'disconcerted, he
said, by tlie ·number of'tne" cónfeaerat~s~ : but 'was

JUnTRreassilrea ,b)i Barlairri'ont, 'who told .her '~they"we~e

nothing but a'crowd ofheggars'."24 :' This 'greatly
incensed sorne 'of thacompany.c.; witbwhom. vpro
bably, it was too true for ra jest. : But Brederodo, '
taking it more ' good-humoredly; said ' th~t h~ .ar~d his
friends h~d no objection to the náme,siilce theywere
readyat any time to obecome'beggars for the service
oí"their kingandcountry.P This s~llywasreceived,

with gr~at applause by 't? e gue,sts;who;as ,tlÍey 'drank

23 Meteren, Hist. des Pays-Bas, . Strada, De Bello Belgieo, tom::i ',
.fol. 41. :. . . '. p. 226. · ' . ~ - Ó » . ,. ' ,

', :,24 ." Illum quidem, ut Guberna- 25 '" Se veró llbenter appellatío-
.~,riCis ' animum firmaret, ita locutum, ,neoj ilIam, qure 'ea eurnque esset,

,/ quasi nihil ei a mendicis .ae ne- aCCIpere, ae Regis patrireque causa
bulonibus pertimescendum esset," Gheusios se mendicosque re ipsá

'futuros." Tbid., ubi supra.
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to one anothervshoutedTorth; "Vivent les Gueuc l"
'- ' " Longlive the beggars!"

Brederode, finding thejest took so well,-. anevent,
indeed, for which he seems to have beenprepared,
left the room, and soon returned withia .beggar 's
wallet, and a woodenbowl.such as W:lS used by the
mendicant fraternity inthe Netherlands.. . ' r hen,
pledging the companyIn a bumper,he swore to
devote his life and fortune to the cause. ,The wal1et
and the bowI went round the table ; and as each oí
the merry guestsdrank in turnto his confederates,
the shout arose of " Vivent les Gueu» 1" until the .
hall rangwith the mirth of the revellers.""

It happened tha~ 'at the time the prince of Orange
~-. ana 'the Counts Egmont and Hoorne were passing by

on tlleir wa! t <e1 t~eU n-0gncil. 'de~~e~, ajtent~n (j~~nera l i fe
attraQted liar. thesnolse, and the:v. pau;seda rnoment., .
when William, ' wno linew well tlie temperof the

JUnTR D[ Rn do;\t!ial company, proposed that they should go in, and
endeavour to break up theír revels. · "..We may have
somebusinessof the C9uncil ·to transact with these
roen this evening," he said, " .and at this rate they
will hardly be .in a condition for it." The appear- .
ance oí the three nobles gave a fresh impulse to the .
boisterous merriment of the company; and as. the .
new-comers pledged their friends in the wine-cup. rit
was received with the same thundering acclamations
of " Vivent les Gueux I "27 T~is incident, oí so little .

26 Ibid. ubi supra.~Vander'Haer,
De Initiis Tumultuum, p. 211.
Correspondan ce .de ,Philippe n.,
tomo i. p. 149. - Vandervynckt,
Troubles des Pays-Bas, tomo ii. p.
142. et seq. --'-This last authortells

the story with uncomrnon anima- ..
tíon. .

27 Sosays Strada. (De Bello
Belgico, tomo ii. p..227.) But the
duchess, in a letterwritten in
eipher to the king, tells him that
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importance in itself,was afterwards made oí cense
quence by the turn that was given .to Itin the prose- .
cution of the twounfortunate noblemen who accom
panied theprince of Orange. .

Every one knows the importance of a ' popular
name to a faction, - a nom de guerre; under which its
members may rallyand make head together as an in
dependent party. Such the name oí " (hieua:" .now

. became to the confederates. It soon was understood
to signiíy those.who were opposedto tbe government;·
and, in a wider sense, to the Roman Catholic religion. . .

. In every language in which the history of these acta
has been recorded,-the Latin, Gerrrian, Spanish,or
English, - the French term Gueu» is ever employed
to designate this .party oí inalecontents in the Ne- . .
therlands.28

It now became common to folIow' out the:original CI I

idea by.:imitations oí toe different articles usea! by
JUnl m~ndicants. .Staffs were .procu~ea, after the fashion

of those i n the liands oí the pilgrims, but more elabo
rately carved. ·Wooden .bowls, spoons, and knives
became in •.great . request, though richly inlaid ;with
silver, according to the fancy or wealth oí :the pos.:
sessor. Medals resembling those stuck by thebeggars

, . .
the .three lords pledged the 'coro- .

.pany in the same toastof ", Viven!
les Gueux,," that had beengoingthe
rounds of the table ; . " Le prince
d'Orangas et les 'comtes d'Egmont
et de Hornes vinrentá lamaison
de Culembourg apres dediner ; ils
burent avec les confédérés, et eri
erent aussi »ioetü lesgueux l" . Oor
:espondan~e , de Philippe n., tomo
l. p.409. . .
. 28 . Strada, .De ' Bello 'BeIgico,

. . - , '

tom.' i. p. 227. - Vandervynckt,
Troubles..des Pays-Bas, tomo ii. p.
143. . . .
,,' The word gueu.x 'is dériv~d by
Vander Haer from Goth, in the
old German form, Geute;: "Ean
dem esse eam vocem gallicain qure
esset Teutonum vox, Geuten, quam
maiore vel Gothisgenti Barbares
tribuissent, vel odio Gothici n óminis
convicium fecissent," . De Initiis
Tun~ul~u~m,p.~12. .: ' .



16 THE CONFEDERATES. [nooK IT.

in their bonnets were worn as :a badge ; and the
" Gueux 'penny," as it was:called,-a gold or silver
coin,-was hung .from the neck, bearing on one side
the effigy of'Philip, with. the inscription, '<Fidele« au
roí;" and on rthe other, two 'hands grasping,a beg
gar's ·wallet , with the further legerid," jusque« a

'p orter la, besace ; "-~' Faithful to the king, even to
carryingrthe wallet." 29 Even the g~rments 'oí the
mendicant were affected by the confederates, who
used them asa substitute for their familyliveries;
and troops of their retainers, ,cIad inthe ash-gray
habiliments of the begging friars, might be seen in '
the streets of BrusseIs and the 'other cities oí the '
Netherlands."

On the tenth of April, the confederates quitted
Brussels, in the orderly manner in which they .had .
ent~red it ;' .~cept rthat,eon i~suing ffdmctii.e·gate~ fli'gy~ra ll fe
announced . tfleir Edepapture "oy nring a salute in'

JUl1TRDI Rnn ho\ór,oí. thecity w~ich. ~ad given them 'so hospitable
a welcome.31 Their visit to Brussels had not only
created 'a great sensation in the capital ' itself, .but
throughout the country.: Hitherto the league had
worked in darkness,as it were, like a band of secret
conspirators. ' But they had ' now come'forward into

·the light oí day, boldly presenting themselves before

29 Vander Raer, De Initiis Tu
multuum, loc. .cit. - Strada, 'D e
Bello Belgico, tomo i. p. 228. '

Arend, inhis Algemeene Ge
schiedenis des Vaderlands, ' has
given engravings of these medals, '
on which the devices and inscrip
tions were not always precisely the
same. Someof these mendicant
paraphernalia are still to be' found
m. ancient cabinets in the ' Low

Countri~~, 'orwere in the time oC .
Vandervynckt. See his Troubles
des Pays-Bas, 'tomo ii. p. 143. "
, 30 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo '

i. p. 228. - Vander ,Raer, De Ini
tiis Tumultuum, p. 2] 2.

31 "En sortant de la porte de.
la ville, ils ont fait une grande
décharge de leurspistolets," Cor
respondance de Philippe JI., ,tom.
i. p. 408.
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the regent, and demanding redress oí the wrongs
under which the nation was groaning. The people
took heart, as they saw this broad regisextended over

.them to ward off the assaults oí arbitrary' power.
Their hopes grew stronger, as they became assured oí
the interposition oí the regent and the great lords in
their favor; and they could .hardly doubt that the
volee oí the country, .backed as it was by that oí the
government, wóuld makeitself heard atMadrid, and
that Philip would at length be eompelled toabandon
a policy which menacedvhim with the loss oí the
fairest of his ',provinces. ,- . 'I'heyhad yet ,to.learn the '
character of their sovereign.: '·· , .

. ,

, e e alf
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CHAPTER' XI. .

' [ BOOK 11.

JUl1T

FREEDOM OF ~WORSHI~

The Edicts suspended. ..:.... The 8ectaries. - The Public Preaohings,~
Attempt to suppress them. .:....- Meeting at Sto Trond. - Philip's
Concessions.

1566~ ,

, ,'0 :& quitting 'Brussels';- the c~níederates'left there' four
of their number as a sort oí committ ée to' wateh over
the interests oí the league. The 'greater part oí the
remainder, with Brcderode at 'their head, took the '
Toad to Ant~erp'. n Théy ~ere Jiard\Ly ¿establisheél in al f
their quarters in that citX, when the ibuildi~g was
surrounded by thousands oí the inhabitants, eager to

n RnUJ\give their visitors a tumultuous welcome. Brederode
carne out on the balcony, and, addressing the crowd,
told them that he had come there, at the hazard oí
his life, to rescue them from the miseries oí the In- '
quisition. He called on his audience to take him as
their leader in this glorious work; and as the doughty ,
.champion pledged them in a goblet oí wine which he
had brougbt with him from the table, the mob an
sweredbysuch a general shout as was heard in the
furthest .comera oí the cíty.! 'I'hus a relation was

1 "Vos si meoumin hoc preclaro
.' opere consentitis, agite, et qui

vestrum , salvam libertatem, me
duce volent, propinatum hoc sibi
poculum, benevolentire mere signi-

ficationem genialiter accipiant, id- .
que manas indicio contestentur."
Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo i,
p.231. .
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openIyestablished between 't he confederates .and the
peopIe, who .were to D1.0ye 'forward':together infhe
great march of the revolution.

Soon after the departure of'the confederates from
Brussels, the regeilt ,despatched an embassy to 'Ma
drid to acquaint the king with the recent proceedings,
and to urge his acquiescence in the reforms solicited
by the league. The envoys chosen were the Baron 'dé
Montigny - who had taken charge, it may -be re
membered, ofa similar mission before ,- ' and ·the
.Marquis of :Bergen, a nobleman of liberal principIes,
but who .stood high in' ,the regard of the regent'.2

,:Neither of the parties showed any alacrity to under-
take a commission which was tobring themso closely
in coñtact with the ,dread monarch in, his capital.
:Eergen fóund'' an aBoIogY,¡ for some time iJ;l ,~ :wounq.
from atennis- ball, whicn disaolea liís Ieg; an orrfinousd

j

accid ént, interpretad 15y ·tlie cñroniclers of tHe time '
JUnT Jnto an intimation from Heaven of the disastrous

.issue of the mission." .Montigny ·;reached Madrid
sorne.time before his companion, on the i 7th of June,
and met with a gracious reception from Philip, who
Iistenedwith ,a ,benigI:lant air to the recital 0(,the
measures suggested for the relier'of the country.rter- .
miriating, as usual, with anoapplication for a summons .
'oí the states-general, as the most effectual remedy for
.the disorders, But although theenvoy was admitted

pralife

. . 2 "Estans mesmes personnages
si prudes, discrets et tant imbus de
tout ce que convient remonstrer a
V. M.; outre l'affection que j'ay
toujours trouvé en eux, tant adon
nez au service d'ieelle." Corre
spondarice "de Marguerite 'd'Au
triehe, p. 24.

. s « Crederes id ab illius áccidisse
genio, qui non contentus admonen
.do aurem ei vellicasse, nune quasi
.compedibus injectis, ne infaustum
.iter ingrederetur, attineret pedes.'
Strada, De Bello Belgicó, toni~ :~.
p~235. , . ' " , . :

C 2
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't o more than one audienee,he obtained no "more
:cómf6r table assuranee, than that the subject · shoul~

reeeive the most serious consideration of his majesty."
Meanwhile the regent was' busy in digesting the

-planof 'compromiso to which she had alluded in her
.reply to the .confederates, When concluded, it was

.eent to the governors of the several provinces, to be
Iaidbefore their ' respective legislatures. Tbeir sane
-tion, it was hopea, wouIdreeommend its adoption to
the people at large. It 'was first submitted to sorne
ofthe snialler states, as Artois, Namur, andLuxem..
bUrg,as most Iikely to prove vsubservient .'tothe
wishesof the government. · It was then .Iaid before

.---several oí the Iarger .states, as Brabant and Flanders,
.-'- wnosedetermination' might he influenced by the ex:

ample of the oihersn UHolland, Zealand.'aUtreeht, and eralíte
' . ' 1V'IU , ;, fe , ' d " d t\ . 1 •• d . ' e . 1I

one 'or two ot1ie~ .:p'rO:Vlnees, wlierer he sBlrlt 'of lnae-
pendence was liigliest, were not eonsultea at all. ' Yet

JUnTR Dt n itilis (p €>lit ic management did notentirely succeed ;
.and although sorne few gave an unconditional assent,
most oí the provinces 'coupled theír acquiescence with
limitations that rendered it of little worth.". , .

'Thiswas .not extraordinary, .'I'he scheme was one
whieh, however large:the concessions it involved on
the part of the .' govemment, fell far short 'oí those
demanded by the peopIe. · It denounced the penalty
oí death on all ministers and teachers of thereformed
religion, and all whoharbored them; and while it

4 "Les seules réponses qu'il .ait
obtenues de S. M" sont qu'elle y
pensera, que ces affaires sont de
grande importance, etc." Corre.
spondanee de Philippe n, tom, i.
p.426.

' :,5 Meteren, ,Hist, des Paya-Ras,
fol. 41. - Hopper, Recueil et Mé

' morial, P: 78.- Vander Haer, De
Initiis Tumultuum, p.216. .
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, '
greatly mitigatedthe punishment of other offenders,
its few sanguinary features .led the peciple sneeringly
to 'can it, instead of "nioderation,"the act of "mur'"
deration."6 It fared, indeed, withthis compromiso 'oí
the regerit, as with most other .half-way .measures,
It satisfiedineither of the \ par ties concerned in it~~

Theking thought it as muchotoo lenient as the people
thought it too severe. It never received the royal
sanction, andof .course never became a law, It.
would .therefore hardly have deserved the time 1
have bestowed on .i t, ~xcept· as ' evidence of the con
ciliatory spirit of the regent's administration;
. In thesamespirit Margaret was careful to urge the
roy:al officers to give a 'liberal interpretation to the
existing edicts, and to show the utmost discretion in
LheiF execu tion. ,These functionaries were not slow
in obeying comina'ficG,wñici?-HFeleasea tliJmPfkifurn~a yGeneralife
much'o~ , the odium tHat'attacHea !to t lleii' ungrateful
offíce.D.~he lami~ble temper .of the government re-:
ceivea support from a singular fraud.vwhich took
place at this time, ..An ' instrument was prepared,
purporting to have come from the knights oí the
Golden Fleece, -in which this body guaranteed to the.
confederates that no one in the Low Countries should.
be molestedon account oí bis 'religion until otherwise.
determinad by the king and the states-general. . 'I'hís..
document, .which carried . its spurious origin on its .
face, was .nevertheless eagerly caught up andvcircu-
lated a~ong .the people, .r eady to , believewhat .they
most desired. . In vain the regent, 'as soon asshe

6 "Ceste moderation, que le tion." · :Meteren, Hist, des Pays- .
comunpeuple apelloir meur~er~.;. Ras, fol. 41. ' .

C 3
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heardof it, 'endeavoured té> expose 't he fraud, It was
too hite; and the influence of this imposture combíned
-with the tolerant measures of the government to in
spirea confidence in the community which was soon
visible in its results. : Sorne who had gone into exile
returned to their country. Many, who had cherished
the new -, doctrines' in secret, openly avowed them ;
while others who were wavering, now that they were
relieved from all fear of consequences,became fixed in
their opinions, In short, the 'Refórmation, in some
forro or other, was makíng rapid advances over the
country.?

Of the three great sects who embraced it, the
Lutherans, the Ieast numerous, werethe mostemi
nent for their rank. The Anabaptists, far .exceeding
tliem in number, were drawn almost wholly from the .

, hunibler classés oí tlle np~b'~le. dEl tais Isi1Igulh$ "fHatnerallfe
a this sect, the most quiet arrd inolfensive 'oí alI, should

JUnTJ\ DI 1\ hay;e '(IDeen uniformly dealt with by the law wíth.
peculiar rigor. ltmay, perhaps, be attributed to the
bad name which -attached to them from the excesses
committed by their brethren, the famous Anabaptists
of Münster. The third denomination, the Calvinista,
far out-numbered both of the other two. They were
also the most active in the spirit of proselytism.
Tbey were stimulated bymissionaries trained in the
schools oí Geneva; and as their doctrines spread
silentIy over the land, not only men of piety and
learning, but persons of the highest social position,
were occasionally drawn withinthe folds of the sect,

7 Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo document mentioned in the text in
i. pp. 233, 234. 239. -- Brandt, the Supplément a Strada, tomo ii.
Reformation in the Low Countries, p. 330.
vol. í, p. 170. - See the forged
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ene al

, The head-quarters "of the Calvinista weré in Flan
ders, Hainault, Artois, ' and theprovinces contiguous
to France. The border land became the residenceof
French Huguenots, and oí baníshed Flemings, who on
this outpost diligently labored in the cause ' of the
Reformation: The press teemed withpublications.c-s
vindications of the faith, polemical tracts, treatises,
and satires against the Church oíRome and Its errors,
- ,' thosespiritual missiles, in short, which form the
usual magazine for .controversial warfare. . 'I'hese
were distributed by,means of peddlers and travelling
tinkers, 'who' carried ' them, in their distant wander
ings, to 'the humblest firesides throughout the coun,
trJ. There they were left to do their work ; :and the
ground was ,thus prepared for the laborera whose
adv:ent. forros .an epoch. in' .the . historY .,of the ~e:.;.
for rñation. 8 , . .,' .,.0 ' ,e l., fl , la ~.

trHese were .the ministers or missionaries, wIiose
JUl1TR public tiRFeaching .,. soon .caused , a great , sensatio~

throughout the land.They first .made their appear
ance in Western Flanders,before smallaudiences
gathered together stea1thily in the gloom of the forest
and in the silence of night, ~hey gradually emerged
into the open plains, thence proceeding to thevillages,
until, . growing bolder with impunity, they showed
themselves in thesuburbs of the 'great towns and
cities. · On these occasions, thousands of the inha
bitants, roen, women, and children, in too great force
for the magistrates to resist them, ,poured out oí the

8 Vandervynckt, Troubles des pp. 239, 240. ..:... Correspondance de
~ays.Bas, tomo ii. p. 15~. et s,eq.-;- , Marguerite d' Autriche, p. 127. . '
Strada, De Bello Belgico, tomo l. . , .: . . , ' ' .

e 4 .
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gates to hear the preacher. In the centre of the
ground a rude staging was erected, withan awning to
protect :him from the weather. ' Immediately round
this rudepulpitwas gathered the more helpless part
of thecongregation, the women and children. Behind
them stood the ' roen, - those in the outer circle
usuaUy furnished with 'arros, ....:.,. swords, pikes, mus- ,
kets, - any weapon they could 'pick up for the occa- ,
sion, A patrol of horse oceupied the gronnd beyond,
to protect the assembly and prevent interruption. A
barricade 01' wagons and other vehicIes was thrown
across the avenues that led to the place, to defend it
against the assaults -of the magistrates 01' the mili-.

__--.t ary . P er sons stationed along the high roads distri-
_____ buted religious tracts, and invited the passengers to

ta~tea;:::c~:: s:1r::~:~ºf¡l ~oJ& ~d~~erteáélpriJJtnera l i fe
01' friar, accustom'eU to speak in pubUc, who, having

JUl1TR 'DI Rn Bassed the greater .part of his life In battling for the
Church, 'now showed 'equal zeal in overturning it, It
.rnight bahowever; ' that the 'orator was a layman ;
sorne peasant 01' artísan, who, gifted with more wit, or
possibly more effrontery, than hisneighbors, felt him
self called on to assume the perilous vocation of ~
preacher. : The discourse was in French 01' Flemish,
whichevermightbe the language spoken in the neigh,
borhood. Itwas generally '9f the homely texture
.suited -both to the speaker , and his audience. Yet
sometimes he descanted on 'the woes ,of .the land with

" 9 Languet, Epist-. secr., quoted tomo i. p. 241.-Brandt, Reforma
by Groen, Archives de la Maison tion in the Low Countries, tomo í,

d'Orange-Nassau, tomoii. p.180.- p. 172. .
See also Strada, De Bello Belgico,
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10 Brandt, Reformation in the Low Countries, ubi supra.

a pathos which drew tears from every .eye; and at
, others gave vent to a torrent oí. :fiery eloquence, that

kindled the spiritof the ancient martyr in the bosoms .
oí his hearers.
- These Iofty flights . were .too often degraded by

coarse and scurrilous invectives against the pope, the
clergy, and the Inquisition,-themes, peculiarly grate
fuI to his audience,who testified their applause by as
noisy dernonstrations as. if they had been spectators
in a .theatre, · The service wasfollowed .by ·singing
sorne .. portion of the Psalms .in the French versión of
Marot, or in'u Dutch translation which had recentIy
appeared in Holland 10, . and .whicb, .although suffí-
ciently rude, passed with the .simpIe people for a
wonderful .composition. . After . this, it was _?ommon
for tliose who attended to present their infants .for
b~tism; ' and many couples' pronted'by tlíe.occásion: a
to .Have the marriage ceremony performeCl ~tn the
(Jalv:inistic . rites. The exercises were concluded by
a eoHection for . the poor of their .. own denomination..
In . :fine, ' these .meetings, .notwithstanding :the oeca
sionallieense of the preacher. .seem t? have been con
ducted with aseriousness anddecorum whieh hardly
merit the .obloquy thrown on them by ' sorne of'the
Catholic writers.. , ..

The congregation, it · is true, was . made up oí
rather motley materials. . Sorne went out .merely oto
learnwhat manner of doctrine it was that was taught;
others, to hear the singing, where thousands oí voices
blended together in . rude harmony under the eanopy

;JUnT
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12 Ibid., p. 171.
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11 Ibid., p. 173.

26

of heaven r others, again, with no better-motive than
amusement, to Iaugh ·at · the .oddity - perhaps the
buffoonery.-· ·of .the preacher. . . But farthe larger
portien of the audience went with the purpose o of
joining in the religious exercíses, and worshipping
Godin their own way.!' We may imagine what an
infiuence must have beeniexercised by these meet-
ings, o. where so roany were gathered together, under .
a sense of .common .danger, to listen to the words of
the teacher, who taught them to holdall human law
as light in comparison with the higher law of con- ~ o

science seated .in their own bosoms. Even of those r

who .came to scoff, few there were, probably, who o/ti
;q

-~- did not go away with some food for meditation, or, it J
~-_.- may; be, theseods oí future conversión implanted in Ji

:their breasts. . ." .; o " . " • • Ih '. f ~ 1

.. 1Jhe first of tli"ese RuDlie p.reachings~whicli lJeganene e 'j
as early as May - tOOK place in ' t lie neighborhood \1

\ ~

D0FGhe~t. Between six and seven thousand persons ¡

were assembled, A magistrate of the city, with more

valor thandiscretion, mounted his horse, and, armed
with sword and pistol, rode in among the multitude,
and undertook to arrest the minister, But the people
hastened to his rescue, and dealt so roughly with the
unfortunate officer, that he barely escaped with life
from their hands.P .

From Ghent the preachings extended tcx Ypres,
.Bruges, and other great towns of Flanders, - always
in the suburbs, -to ·Valenciennes, and to Tournay,
In the province of Hainault, where the Reformers

l .
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were.:strorig enoughrto-demandraiplaee. of worship
within the walls. ' .Hollandwaa ready for the Word.
Ministers of then'ew religion-,as ' it was callad, were
sent both to that quarter and to Zealand. · Gatherings
of great multitudes were held in the ' env~rons of
Arilsterdam, the Hague; Haarlem, .:and-other large
towns, "at which the magistrateswere sometimes to
be .found mingled with the rest ofthe burghers.

'But"the place where thesemeetlngawere conducted '
onthe greatestscale was .Antwerp; a city containing
theri more than ahundred thousand inhabitants, and
the most importantmart for commerce in ,the Nether
lands. It was the great resort 'of foreignets. ' Many
of these wereHuguenots, who, under the pretext 'of
trade, we~e much 'more 'busy withithe concerns of
tliei~ religion. Atthe meetings without the waJls, {t
was mot uncommon r&tlíir-teen or Ifourteen:1tRousanCl.
persons to assemblefñ , Resistance :on t he part oí' the.
magistra'tes was .ineffeotual. ,-The mob got possession
óf t lie Keys of thecity , and, asmost oí the Calvinists
were armed, they constituted á,formidable 'force.' Con.'
scious of their strength, theyopenly escorted theír
ministers back to town, and loudly :demanded 'that

,sorne place of worship should be appropriated to them
within the wallsof Antwerp. 'I'he 'quiet burghers
-became alarmed.As it was known that in the camp
oí the Reformers.. were many reckless anddisorderly
persons, they feared the town might be- given over to
pillago. All tradeceased. ' Many oí the merchants

_ 13 "Se y sont le dimanche der- assemblées de 13 a 14 mille per
nier :encoires faict deux presches, sonnes." ,Correspondance de Mar
l'une en franeois,1'autre en flamand, guerite d'Autriche, p. 65.
en plein jour, et estoient ces deux
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as affording the best refutation oí
the calumnies of their enemies,
boldly asserted that their number.
in the N etherlands at that time
was at least a hundred thousand.
Brandt, Reformation .in ' the LoW'
Countries, vol. i, p. .158. . '

15 "La Duquesa, ya demasiado
, informada de las platicas inclina

ciones y disimulaciones de este
Principe, defirió á resolverse .en
ello." Renom de Francia, Alboro
tos de Flandes, cap. 15. MS..

, FREEDOM OF WORSHIPe -28

. . 14 Ibid., pp. 80-88. - Strada,
De Bello Belgico, tomoi. p. 243. - .
Meteren, Hist, des Pays-Bas, fol.
42. - Correspondance de Philippe
n., tomoi. p. 433. .

"A Confession of Faith, which
appeared in 1563, was revised by
a Calvinistic synod, ' and reprinted
in Antwerp, in May of the present
year, 1566.' The prefatory letter
addressed to King Philip, in which
the Reformers appealed to their
creed and to their general conduct

u

secreted .their . effects, and sorne ' prepared to make
their escape as .speedilyas possible.P ,

The magistrates; in great confusion, applied to the
regent, and besoughther to transfe:r her residence to
Antwerp, where her; 'presence might .overawe . the
spirit oí :sedition. But ..Margaret's council objected
to her placing herself in the hands oí so factious a
population; and she anewered the magistrates by in
quiring what guaranty they 'could give her for her
personal safety. They then reqnested that the prince
of Orange, who held the office of burgrave of Ant
werp, and 'whose iníluence with the people wasun-
.bounded, míght be sent to them. " Margaret hesitated

~~~ .as to this ;fo1" she had now learned to regard William
......_.- with distrust, as assu~ing more and more an un-

.......---- frienaly attitude towards her brother.P . But she had .
no alternative,.ana she reque~ted. líim to=transfeu'ñis ner
residence to tHe disor8.erlJ .capital, 'ano endeavor to

1\ Drestore it to tranquillity. .' The prince, on 'the other
liana, . isgusted with the course of public affairs, had.
long wished to withdraw from any share in their
management. .. It was with reluctan'ce he accepted
the commission .
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" As 'he drew 'riear' to "Antwerp 'the 'people ' flocked
out by thousands to welcome him. : "I t 'w'oÍlld seem as
if ' they 'hailed ' him 'as" their deliverer ; and every

, window, verandah, and .roof wascrowded with specta
tors 'as he ' rode through the gates of the capital.l"
The people ran up rand -down ' the streets, :singing
psalms, 01' shouting, " Vivent les Gueuo l" .while they
thronged round the prince's horse in so dense a mass
that it was scarcely possible for him to 'force apass
age.17 Yet these demonstrations cof his popularity
were not altogether satisfactory ; and he felt no plea
sure at being thus welcomed as 'a chief of the league,
which, as we 'have seen, he was far .from ' regarding
with approbation. ' Waving. his hand r épeatedly-tc
tliose aro~nd him, he called on them te-disperse, im-

p~tiently ' exc~airriin~'r" , ! ake ' heed w:ha~ y:~u d~, or? y G
by Heaven, you" w111 hav,e"reason' to rue ~It." il8 1, He e a

, rode straight to tne Hall wlíere tne' m'agistrates'were
JUl1T sitt ing, arrd took counsel with them as ' to the best

rneans of allaying the 'popular excitement, 'and of pre
venting the wealthy burghers from quittingthe city,
During the few weeks he remained 'there, the prince
conducted affaire so' discreetlyus to obring ahorita
better understánding between the authorities and the
citizens. ' He even prevailed on the Calvinista to lay
aside their arms. ' , Be' found more difficulty in per-

, suading them to relinquish the design of appropriating
to themselves sorne,place oí worship within the walls.

16 Strada, .De Bello Belgico,
tomo i. p. 244. " .

17 A mob of no less than thirty
thousand roen, according to Wil
liam's own statement. "Amon
sembl,ant, trouvis, tant hors que
dedans la ville, plus de trente mil

hommes." , Correspondance de
Guillaume le Taciturne, tomo ii,
p.136.

18 "Viderent, per Deum, quid
agerent: ne, si pergerent, eos ali- '
quando peeniteret," Strada" ,De -.
Bello Belgico, tom.,i, p. 244. '
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lt was not till William called intheaid -of the military
to support him, that he compelled them toyield.l'" .

Thus the spirit .of reform was rapidlyadvancing in
every part of the country.s-ceven in presence of the
court, under the very eye oftheregent. . In Brussels
the peoplewent through the streets ,by night, singing
psalms, and shouting the war-cry qfVivent les Gueu» l
Themel'chants and wealthy b úrghers wereto be .seen
with the insignia of the confederates .on their ,dress.20

Preparations were made for a publicpreaching with
out the walls ; butthe duchess atonce declared, that
in that event she would make.one of the company at
the head of her .guerd, seize the preacher, .andhang
himup at the gates oí .the cíty 121 .. 'I'hismenace had
tne desired .affect. ' . .
" During. thes é troublous times, Margaret, however .
iittle she ~ay liavP accbm~lislled!éhould3 not roe ac~nera ll fe
cused of. sleeping on Her post . .Slie caused fasts to

JUl1TR DI J.Utn be observed,and prayel's .t o be offered in aH the
, chl1.rchés, to avert thewrath "of' Heaven from the
land. She díd not confine herself to these spiritual
weapons,but called ón the magistrates of the towns
to do their duty, ,and on all good. citizens to support
them. She commanded foreigners to leave .Antwerp,

19 For the account of the pro
ceedings at Antwerp, see Corre
spondance de Guillaume ·le Taci
turne, tomo ii. pp. 136. 138. 140.
et seq. - Strada, De Bello Belgi
co, tomo i. pp. 244-248. -Mete
.ren, Hist. des Pays-Bas, fol. 42.
Hopper, Recueil et Mémorial, pp.
90, 91. -:..Brandt, Reformation in
tbe Low Countries, vol. i, pp. 173
:....176.-:- Renom de Francia, !AI
borotos de Flandes, MS.

20 "Insignia etiam a mercatori
bus usurpari coepta," Strada, De
Bello Belgico, tomo i, p. 238. .

21 "ns auraient préché hors de
Bruxelles, si Madame n'y avait
pourvu, al1antjusqu'á dire qu'avec
sa personne, sa maison et sa garde,
elle s'y opposerait, et ferait pendre
en sa présence les ministres." Cor
respondance de Philippe n., tomo i,
p.447.
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,except 'those onlywho were -there for traillé. She
causedplacards to be everywhere posted up, reciting
the terrible penalties of the ' law against heretical
teachers ,and thosewho .abetted them; and she of
fered a reward ofsix .hundredflorins to ,whoever
-should bring any such offender .to punishment.P She
strengthened the garrisoned 'towns, and would have
.levied a.force to .overawe the refractory ; .but she had
not the funds to pay for ita 8he endeavored tú pro
vide these by means of Ioans from the greatclergy
and the principal .t owns ; but .with indifferent sUG-'
cess. Most of them were alreadycreditora of the

·government, .and they.Iiked the security too, Iittle .t o
make further advances. . Inher extremity, ,Margare.t

'had no resource but the one so often tried, - . t~at of
'invok:ing tlie aid .of her brother. . ~' 1 have no re.fug~,~' .
-she wrote," but in Gou aháY!yoJ ? ' frlaj e~tyJhC.lt, ~¡a y Generallfe
witH anguish and . aismay ,r mus :aa~it. "tnatmy

JUnTR :effonts ha'.V:el wholly failed to . prevent the' public
.preaching, which . has spread ..over. everJ quarter .of
:the éountry."~3, She bitterIy..complains, in another
letter, that, after "so many .pressing applicatlons,
sheshould be thus vleft, without .aid .. and .withou"t ~;

instructions, to grope her way at random. " ,24. She

22 "So pena de proceder con-
· tra los Predicadores 'ministros y
·semejantes con el ultimo suplicio y
confiscacion.de hacienda por apli
carlo al provecho de losque havian
la aprehension de ,ellos y por falta
de hacienda, su .magestad mandará
librar 'del suyo'seiscientos florines."
Renom de Francia, Alborotos de
Flandes, MS. ': " .

23 "Je suis forcée avecq douleur
et angoisse d'esprit lui dire de re-

chief que nonobstant tous lesdeb
voirs que .je !ais joumellement,
•..•. Je ne pUlS remédier ny em
pesc~~r les ,assemblées des presches
publicques. ' Correspondance de
Marguerite d'Autriche, p. 72. .

, 24" Sains aide et sans ordres, de
maniere que, dans tout ce qu'elle

, fait, elle doit aller en tatonnant et
au hasard."Gorrespondance de
Philippe H., tomo ii.' p.:428. ;
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again ,beseeches Philip to make the concessions de-o
manded, in which event the great Iords assure her of
their support in restoring order.

It was the policy of the cabinet of Madrid not to
commit itself. The royal answers were brief, vague,
never indicatirig a new measure, generally intimating
satisfaction with the conduct of ,the regent, and
throwing .as far as possibleall responsibility on her
shoulders. .

But besides his sister's letters,·the king was careful
to provide himself with other sources of information
respecting the state of the Netherlands. From sorne
of these the 'accounts he ' received of the conduct of
the great lords were even less favorable .than hers.
'.A. .letter from the secretary, Armenteros, speaks .of
.the diflicu1ty he finds in fathoming the designs of the
prince oí Orangé,º--a;' circú.mstaric~ wllich he ClattriMene
butes to his probaole cñange oí l'eligion~ "He relies

JUnTR DI Rnn much," says the writer, "on·the support he receives
.in Germany, on his nuinerous friends at home, and-
an thegeneral distrust entertained ofthe king, The
prince is making preparations in good season," he
concludes, "for defending himself against .your ma-

. j esty.' 25,

Y et Philip did not betray any consciousness oí this
. ..,~

' . 25 "Le ' prince se prépare de
longue inain'a la défense qu'il sera
forcé de faire contre le Roí," Ibid.,

·p. 431.: .", ' " ,
It was 'natural that the relations

.of Willianbtith the party of reform
should hayéíled to the persuasion
that he ~ 'haa returned to the opi-

'nions -iri .'i"hich he had been 'early
educated.> -These were Lutheran.
There ís no reason to suppose that

at the present time he had espoused
the doctrines of Calvin. The intí

.mation of Armenteros respecting
,the prince's change ofreligion seems
to have made a strong impression
on Philip, On the margin of the
letter he wrote against the passage,

. " No one has said this so unequivo
cally before j"-" N o lo ha escrito
nadie así claro."
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unfriendly temper 'in the .nobles, , ,To the 'princeof
, Orange, in particular, he wrote:" Youerr in imagin
ing that 1 havenot entire confidence.in you. . .Should
any one seek tú do 'you an illoffice withme, 1 should
not beso light 'as to give ear to him, ·having had so
Iargeexperienceof your, loyalty and your.services," 26 .

" This is not the time,". he adds, ," for .men like you
towithdraw from public affaire." ButWilliam 'was.

the last manoto be duped by ,these .fairwords. '.. When
others inveighed against the conduct of the.regent,
William 'excused her ' ,by throwing .the. blame . on
Philip." Resolvedto deceive : all," "he"said, "he
begins by deceiving his sister." 27 . : '

, -I t .was about .the middle .of .J uly that an event
occurredwhich caused still greater confusión in .the

' affairs of the Netherlánds. . .This was :a meeting of
_ the confeder-ates at St:',Trona, in~tRe , ,~iglíBorÍióoCl. a Ge era f

of Liege. .They asseInblea, :two,thousa.nd·innumber,
JUl1T with o.ount I sQuis andBrederode at their headvTheir.

great objectwas to devisesorne means fortheirper-,
sonal security. ' They ~ were aware that they 'were.
heldresponsible, to sorne extent, forthe late 'religious
movements among. the people.P. "I'hey were discon-

26 "Vos os engañariades mucho , T~oublesdes Pays-Bás, tom~:ii. p;: ,
en pensar que yo no tub iese toda '148. ' , " ,
confianza de vos, y quando hubiese ' . -- 28 This responsibilityIabluntly
alguno querido .hazer oficio con . charged on them by Renom de '
migo en contrario á esto, .no soy Francia." El día deIas predica
tan liviano que hubiese dado ere- .ciones 'oraciones y cantos .estando:
ditoá ello, teniendo yo tanta esp.e- concertado. vseaeordd con las prin•

. riencia de vuestra lealtad y de ' cípalesvillas que fuese el San Juan '
vuestros , servicios." " Correspon~' . siguiente y de continuar en adelan-.
dance de Guillaume le Taciturne, te, primero en los Bosques ymonta
tomo ii. p. 171. . ñas, .despues enlos arrabales yAI- '

27 "Que le , roi, résolu de les deas y puesen las villas, por medida
troinper tous, commenqait , par ' que el numero, la andaeia y sufrí
tromper sa sceur," . Vandervynckt. . , miento creciese." Alborotos de

Flandes, MS,_
:o
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. tented with the prolonged silence oí' the king; .and
they were alarmed by rumors oí military , prepara~

tions, said to be designed against. them, ~ The dis
cussions oí-the assembly, longand ~ animated, showed
somedifference 'oí opinion. 'AH :agreed to demand
sorne guaranty .from the governrnent for their se...
curity. Butthe greater part oí the body.ino longer
halting at the '. original limita of their .petition, were
now for demanding absolute toleration in matters oí
religion. Sorne few of'thenumber, staunch Catholics
at heart, who for : the fírst time seem to have had
their eyes. opened to the .results towhich they were
inevitably tending, now, .greatly dísgusted, withdrew .

~----from the Teegue. : .A.mong these was the .younger....._.-
Count Mansíeldt, - a name .: destined .to become fa- .>

íno:: in the
t
~n~,lli7oolf the rde~olulition. Al a..J b a _:..;::~' e a1

.. .ll'.largare ,-muc a arme .u~ tese new uemonstra-
tions, sentOrange ana Egmont to ,confer wlth the
confeaerates,and :demand why they werethus metin
an unfriendlyattitude towards the government which
they had solately pledged themselves .to support in' .
maintaining arder. The confederates replied by send
ínga deputation of their .body to submit their griev
ánces anew to the regento

.The deputies, twelve in 'number, and profanely
nicknanied at Brussels "the twelveapostIes,71

29 pre- ·
sented theniselve~, witb.Count Louis at. their head,
on the twenty-eighth oíJuly, at the capital. Margaret,
who with difficulty consented to ·receive them in
person, gave unequivocal signs ofher ~is~lea~ure.. In

:. 29 ~'Q~i vulgarí.joco duodecim A~ostQli .qicebaritur." , Strada, De
. Bello'Belgico, tomo í. p. 248. .
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the.plain language oí Louis, '~the .regent was .ready
to burst with anger!' 80 The memorial; or ra ther re
monstrance, 'presented to her was not calculated to
allay it.

,Withoutgoing, into details, it is onlynecessary te)

say, that theconfederates, after stating their 'grounds
for apprehension, requested that,an assuranceshould

.be given by the govel'nment that no .harmvwas in
tended them, As to pardon for the 'past , they dis- .
claimed all desire fol' it. What they had donecalled
for app~ause, 'not condemn átion. : 'I'hey .only:trusted ,~

, that his majesty would be pleasedtogrant .a convoca-
tionof the states-general..fo settle the affaire oí the
countrI~ In ' the mean .t ime, theybesought him .to
allow the concerns of .the confederates.to beplaced in
the harids..oí. the p,rince of ,Orange, and the Counts
Egmont ana Hoorne, to ~ct · as·~tlieir- mediators?witlíJ a /
the crown, promising in alTI t líings' to be guiaeH by
thein counsel.l :· Thus would tranquillity be .restored.
But without sorne guaranty for their .safety, they
should be obliged .to' 'protect.' themselves by foreign

,aid.3l . . .. ,
. .

, The haughty tone of thismemorial forros 'a striking
contrastwith thatof the petitionrpresented by the
same .body not ,four 'months before, and sh óws with
what rapid strides the revolution 'had advanced. ~ Th é
religious agitationa had xevealed -the amount of dis~:

eontentin the country, and to.what extent, therefore,
theconfederates "míght reIy on the..sympathy offhe

. '. "

" 30'" S'est mise -enune telle colere " . :31 , " Alioqui externa re'media:
centre nous, qu'elle a pensé crever." quamvis invitos postremo quresitu
Archives ,de la Maison d'Orange- ros." '· .Strada, De Bello :Belgico,
Nassau, tomo ii, p. 178. tom.i. p. 248,' . ; , ;
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people. This was most unequivocally proved during.
'the meetingat Sto Trond, where memorials were pre~

.sented by the merchants, and by persons of the Re
formed religion, praying the protection of the league
to secure them freedom of worship, .till otherwise de
ter~ined by the states-general. This extraordinary
requestwas granted.P. Thus the two great parties
.leaned on eachother for support, and'gave ' mutual
confidence to their respective movements; · T he con
federates, discarding the ideaof grace, whichthey
hadonce solicited, now darkly intimated a possible
appeal to arms, The Reformers, on their side, instead
oí the mitigationof pena1ties, now talked of nothing

_____ less than absolute toIeration. Thus politicalRevolu
~~ tion and religious Reform went hand in hand together.

........_-- ~he nobles and the commons.. the two most opposjje .
e1ements ' of~lie ooafl:p'olitic,r~er~ ¿1J.ite()?clo~ely bf~nera ll fe
eommon interest; ana a ,f0rmida:Ble opposition was

J\nnoIlganized to th~ designs of thé monarch, which might
have made any monarch tremble on his throne.. ,
: An .important fact shows .that .the confederates
cool1ylooked forward, even at this time, to a conflict

.~ith .Spain. Louis of Nassau .had a largecorre
spondence with the leaders of the Huguenots in France,
and of the Lutherans in .Germany..· By the former he
had been offered ·substantial aíd in theway of'troops.
But the national jeaIousy entertaíned of the French
would have made it impolitic to accept it, He turned
therefore to Germany, where he ..had numerous con- :
nections, and where haaubsidized ~ force .consisting

• 32 The memorials are gíven at Maison d'Orange-Nassau, tomo u,
Iength by Groen, Archives de la pp. 159-167.


