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A manuscript of the time, by an eyewitness, gives a
few particulars respecting her manner of living, in which
some readers may take an interest. Among the persons
connected with the queen’s establishment, the writer
mentions her confessor, her almoner, and four phy-
sicians. The medical art seems to have been always
held in high repute in Spain, though in no country,
considering the empirical character of its professors, with
so little reason. At dinner the queen was usually
attended by some thirty of her ladies. Two of them,
singularly enough as it may seem to us, performed the
“office of carvers. Another served as cupbearer, and
stood by her majesty’s chair. The rest of her attendants
stood round the apartment, conversing with their gallants,
who, in a style to which she had not been used in the
French courts, kept their heads covered during the
repast.  “They were there,”” they said, “ not to wait on
the queen, but herladies.” '"After her solitary meal was
over, Isabella retired with her attendants to her chamber,
where, with the aid of music, and such mirth as the
- buffoons and jesters of the palace could afford, she made
shift to pass the evening.*

Such is the portrait which her contemporaries have
left us of Elizabeth of France; and such the accounts
of her popularity with the nation, and the state main-
tained in her establishment. Well might Brantome
sadly exclaim, “ Alas! what did it all avail ?” A few
brief years only were to pass away before this spoiled
child of fortune, the delight of the monarch, the orna-
ment and pride of the court, was to exchange the pomps
and glories of her royal state for the dark chambers of
the Escorial.

3 The MS;, which is in Ifalian, Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centu-
is in the Royal Library at Paris. ries, vol. L p. 104 et seq.
See the extracts from it in Raumer's .
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. From Toledo the court proceeded to Valladolid, long
the favorite residence of the Castilian princes, though not
the acknowledged capital of the country. Indeed there
was no city, since the time of the Visigoths, that could
positively claim that preéminence. This honor was
reserved for Madrid, which became the established resi-
dence of the court under Philip, who in this but carried
out the ideas of his father, Charles the Fifth.

The emperor had passed much time in this place,
where, strange to say, the chief recommendation to him
seems to have been the climate. Situated on a broad
expanse of table-land, at an elevation of twenty-four
hundred feet above the level of the sea, the brisk and
rarified atmosphere of Madrid proved favorable to
Charles’s health. It preserved him, in particular, from
attacks of the fever and ague, which racked his constitu-
tion almost as much as the gout.| In the-ancient alcazar
of the Moors he found a stately residence, which he made
commodious by various alterations. Philip extended these
improvements. He added new apartments, and spent
much money in enlarging and embellishing the old ones.
The ceilings were gilded and richly carved. The walls
were hung with tapestries, and the saloons and galleries’
decorated with sculpture and with "paintings,—many of
them the productions of native artists, the first disciples
of a school which was one day to rival the great masters
of Italy. Extensive grounds were also laid out around
the palace, and a park was formed, which in time came
to be covered with a growth of noble trees, and well
stocked with game. The alcazar, thus improved, be-
came a fitting residence for the sovereign of Spain.
Indeed, if we may trust the magnificent vaunt of a con-
temporary, it was  allowed by foreigners to be the

rarest thing of the kind possessed by any monarch in
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Christendom.”? - It continued to be the abode of the
Spanish princes until, in 1734, in the reign of Philip
the Fifth, the building was destroyed by a fire, which
lasted nearly a week. But it rose like a pheenix from
its ashes; and a mew palace was raised on the site of
the old one, of still larger dimensions, presenting in the
beauty of its materials as well as of its execution one of
the noblest monuments of the architecture of the eigh-
teenth century.” :

Having completed his arrangements, Philip established
his' residence at Madrid in 1563. The town then
‘contained about twelve thousand inhabitants. Under
the forcing atmosphere of a court, the population rose by
the end of his long reign to three hundred thousand,*—
& number which it has probably not since exceeded.
The accommodations in the capital kept pace with the
increase of population. ' Everything was built for dura-
tion. Instead of flimsy houses that might serve for a
temporary. residence, the streets were lined with strong
and substantial edifices. - Under the royal patron-
age public works on a liberal scale were executed.
Madrid was ornamented with bridges, aqueducts, hos-
pitals, the Museum, the Armory,—stately structures
which even now challenge our admiration, not less by

.3 «Don Felipe Segundo nuestro

sefior, el cual con muy suntuosas, y

exquisitas . fahricas diguas de tan

grande Principe, de nuevo le ilustra,
de manera que es, consideradas todas
sus calidades. la mas rara casa que
ningun Principe tiene en el mundo,
4 dicho de los estrangeros.” Juan
Lopez, -ap. Quintana, Antiguédad,
Nobleza y Grandeza de la Villa y
Corte de Madrid, p. 331.

- % Thid., ubi supra.—Sylva, Pobla-
cion de Espafia, (Madrid, 1675.)
cap. 4.—Estrada, Poblacion de Es-

pafia, (Madrid, 1748,) tom. I p.
123.

% T quote the words of a work
now become very scarce. “De dos
mil y quinientas y veinte casas que .
tenia Madrid quando su Magestad
traxo desde Toledo 4 ella la Corte,
en las quales quando mucho avria
de doce mil a catorce mil personas,
....avia el afio de mil y quinientos
y noventa y ocho, repartidas en
trece Parroquias doce mil casas, y
en ellas trescientas mil personas y
mas.”.  Quintana, Antiguédad de
Madrid, p. 331.
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the excellence of their designs than by the richness of
their collections and the enlightened taste which they
infer at this early period. '

In the opinion of its inhabitants, indeed we may say
of the nation, Madrid surpassed, not only every other
city in the country, but in Christendom. ¢ There is
but one Madrid,” says the Spanish proverb.® ¢ When
Madrid is the theme, the world listens in silence |”* In
a similar key, the old Castilian writers celebrate the
glories of their capital, —the nursery of wit, genius, and
gallantry,—and expatiate on the temperature of a climate
propitious alike to the beauty of the women and the
bravery of the men.*

Yet, with all this lofty panegyric, the foreigner is apt
to see things through a very different medium from that
through which they are seen by the patriotic eye of the
native.. The traveller to Madrid finds little to praise in
a situation where the keen winds from the mountains
come laden with disease, and where the subtle atmo-
sphere, to use one of the national proverbs, that can -
hardly put out a candle, will extinguish the life of a
man ;¥ where the capital, insulated in the midst of a
dreary expanse of desert, seems to be cut off from
sympathy, if not from intercourse, with the provinces;*

[noox iL

2 <« No hay sino un Madrid.”

% “Donde Madrid estd, calle el
mundo.”

28 «No se conoce cielo mas bene-
volo, mas apacible clima, influxo mas
favorable, con que sobresalen hermo-
sos rostros, disposiciones gallardas,
lucidos ingenios, coragones valientes,
{ generosos animos.” Sylva, Pob-
acion de Espatfia, cap. 4.

29 “El aire de Madrid es tan sotil

Que mata a un hombre, y no apaga
a un candil.”

® Tucio Marineo gives a very

different view of the environs of

Madrid in Ferdinand and Isabells’s
time. The picture, by the hand of
a contemporary, affords so striking
a contrast to the present time that
it is worth quoting. - Corren por
ella los ayres muy é’elgados: por los
quales siepre bive la géte muy sana.
Tiene mas este lugar grades termi-
nos y campos muy fertiles: los quales
llama lomos de Madrid. Por que
cojen en ellos mueho pan y vino, y
otras cosas mecessarias y matenimi-
entos muy sanos.” Cosas Memora-
bles de Espafia, fol. 13. -
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and where, instead of a great river that might open to it
a commerce with distant quarters of the globe, it is
washed only by a stream,—* the far-famed Manzanares,” .
—the bed of which in summer is a barren watercourse.
The traveller may well doubt whether the fanciful ad-
vantage, so much vaunted, of being the centre of Spain,
is sufficient to compensate the manifold evils of such a
position, and even whether those are far from truth who
find in this position one of the many causes of the decline
of the national prosperity.™

A’full experience of the inconveniences of the site of
the capital led Charles the Third to contemplate its

. removal to Seville. But it was too late. Madrid had

been too long, in the Castilian boast, * the only court in
the world,”*—the focus to which converged talent,
fashion, and wealth from all quarters of the country.-

‘Too many patriotic associations had gathered round it

to warrant its desertion; and, in"spite of its local dis-
advantages, the capital planted by Philip the Second

* continued to remain, as it will probably ever remain, the

capital of the Spanish monarchy.

3 Such at least is Ford’s opinion. natives. :
(See the Handbook of Spain, p. 720 2 «Solo Madrid es corte.”
et seq.) His clever and caustie re- Ford, who has certainly not
marks on the climate of Madrid will = ministered to the vanity of the °
disenchant the traveller whose no- Madrilefio, has strung together these
tions of the capital have been de- various proverbs with good effect.

rived only from the reports of the
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CHAPTER V.
“ DISCONTENT IN THE ‘NETHERLANDS.

The Reformation~Its Progress in the Netherlands.—General Discontent.
William of Orange.

Taze middle of the sixteenth century presented one of
those crises which have occurred at long intervals in the
‘history of Europe, when the course of events has had a
permanent influence on the destiny of nations. Scarcely
forty years had elapsed since Luther had thrown down
the gauntlet to the Vatican, by publicly burning the
papal bull at Wittenberg. Since that time, his doctrines
had been received in Denmark and Sweden. In Eng-
land, after a state of vacillation for three- reigns, Pro-
testantism, in the peculiar form which it still wears, was
become the established religion of the state. The fiery
cross had gone round over the hills and valleys of Scot-
land, and thousands and tens of thousands had gathered
to hear the word of life from the lips of Knox. The
doctrines of Luther were spread over the northern
parts of Germany, and freedom of worship was finally
guarantied there, by the treaty of Passan. The Low
Countries were the ‘ debatable land,” on which the
various sects of Reformers, the Lutheran, the Calvinist,
the English Protestant, contended for mastery with the
established church. Calvinism was embraced by some
of the cantons of Switzerland, and at Geneva its great
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apostle had fixed his head-quarters. His doctrines were
widely circulated through France, till the divided nation
was preparing to plunge into that worst of all wars, in
which the hand of brother is raised against brother.
The cry of reform had even passed the Alps, and was
heard under the walls of the Vatican. It had crossed
- the Pyrenees. The king of Navarre declared himself a
Protestant ; and the spirit of the Reformation had secretly
insinuated itself into Spain, and taken hold, as we have
seen, of the middle and southern provinces of the
kingdom.

A contemporary of the period, Who reflected on the_
onward march of the new religion over every obstacle in
its path, who had seen it gather under its banners states
and nations once the most loyal and potent vassals of
Rome, would have had little reason to doubt that, before .
the end ‘of the century, the Reform would have extended,
its sway over the whole of Christendom. Fortunate]y
for Catholicism, the most powerful empire in Europe
was in the hands of a prince who was devoted with his
whole soul to the interests of the Church. Philip the
-Second understood the importance of his position.” His
whole life proves that he felt it to be his especial mission .
to employ his great resources to restore the tottering:
fortunes of Catholicism, and stay the progress of the
torrent which was sweeping away every landmark of the
Primitive faith. :

We have seen the manner in whlch he crushed the
efforts of the Protestants in Spain. This was the first
severe blow struck at the Reformation. Its conse-
quences cannot well be exaggerated ; not the immediate
results, which would have been little without the subse-
quent reforms and increased activity of the Church of
Rome itself.. But the moral influence of such a blow,
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when the minds of men had been depressed by a long
series of reverses, is not to be estimated. In view of
this, one of the most eminent Roman Catholic writers
does not hesitate to remark, that ‘“the power and
abilities of Philip the Second afforded a counterpoise to
the Protestant cause, which prevented it from making
itself master of Europe.”! The blow was struck ; and
from this period little beyond its present conquests was
“to be gained for the cause of the Reformation.

It was not to be expected that Philip, after having
exterminated heresy in one part of his dominions, should
tolerate its existence in any other; least of all, in
a country so important as the Netherlands. Yet a little
reflection might have satisfied him that the same system
of measures could hardly be applied with a prospect of
success to two countries so differently situated as Spain
and the Netherlands. ' The Romish faith may be said to
have entered into the being of the Spaniard. It was,
not merely cherished as a form of religion, but as a prin-
ciple of honor. It was pari~of the national history.
For eight centuries the Spaniard- bad been fighting at
home the baitles of the Church. Nearly every inch of
soil in his own country was won by arms from the
infidel. His wars, as I have more than once had occa-
sion to remark, were all wars of religion. He carried
the same spirit across the waters. There he was still
fighting the infidel. His life was one long, crusade.
How could this champlon of the Church desert her in
her utmost need ? »

With this pred1spos1txon it was easy for Phlllp to ‘
enforce obedience in a people naturally the most loyal to
their princes, to whom, moreover, since the fatal war of
the Comunidades, they had been accustomed to pay an

" '1'Balmes, Protestantism and Catholicity compared, p. 215,
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almost Oriental submission. = Intrenched behind the
wall of the Pyrenees, Spain, we must bear in mind, felt
little of the great shock which was convulsing France
and the other states of Europe; and with the aid of so
formidable an engine as the Inquisition, it was easy to
exterminate, before they could take root, such seeds of
‘heresy as had been borne by the storm across the
mountains.

The Netherlands, on the other hand, lay like a Valley
among the hills, which drinks in all the waters of the
surrounding country. They were a common reservoir
for the various opinions which agitated the nations on
their borders. On the south were the Lutherans of
Germany.. The French Huguenots pressed them on the .
west; and by the ocean they held communication with
England and the nations of the Baltic. The soldier
quartered on their territory,  the seaman who visited
their shores, the trader who trafficked in their towns,
brought with them different forms of the new religion.
Books from TFrance and from Germany circulated widely
among a people, nearly all of whom, as we have seen,
were able to read. :

The new doctrines were discussed by men accustomed
to think and act for themselves. Freedom of speculation
on religious topics soon extended to political. It was
the natural tendency of reform. The same spirit of free
Inquiry which attacked the foundations of unity of faith,
- stood ready next to assail those of unity of government ;
and men began boldly to criticize the rights of kmgs and’
the duties of subjects.

The spirit of independence was fostered by the insti-
‘utions of the country. The provinces of the Nether-
fands, if not republican in form, were filled with the
spirit of republics. In many of their features they call
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to mind the free states of Italy in the Middle Ages.
Under the petty princes who ruled over them in early
days, they had obtained charters, as we have seen,
which secured a certain degree of constitutional freedom.
The province of Brabant, above all, gloried in its
« Joyeuse Entrée,” which guarantied privileges and im- -
munities of a more liberal character than those possessed
by the other states of the Netherlands. When the -
provinces passed at length under the sceptre of a
single sovereign, he lived at a distance, and the govern-
ment was committed to a viceroy. Since their con-
nection with Spain, the administration had been for the
most part in the hands of a woman; and the delegated
. authority of a woman pressed but Iightly on the inde-
*pendent temper of the Flemings.

- Yet Charles the Fifth, as we have seen, partial as he
was. to his countrymen in the Netherlands; could ill
brook their. audacious spirit, and made vigorous efforts
to repress it. But his zeal for the spiritual welfare of
his" people never led him to. overlook their material
interests. e had no design by his .punishments to
cripple their strength, much less to urge them to ex-
tremity. When the regent, Mary of Hungary, his
sister, warned him that his laws bore too heavily on the
people to be endured, he was careful to mitigate their
severity. His edicts in the name of religion were,
indeed, written in blood. But the frequency of their
- repetition shows, as already remarked, the imperfect
manner in which they were executed. This was still
further proved by the prosperous condition of the people;
the flourishing aspect of the various branches of industry,
and the great enterprises to facilitate commercial inter-
- course and foster the activity .of the country. At the -

_ close of Charles’s reign, or rather at the,commencement.
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of his successor’s, in 1560, was completed the grand
canal extending from Antwerp to Brussels, the con-
struction of which had consumed thirty years, and one
million eight hundred thousand florins.? Such a work,
at such a period,—the fruit, not of royal patronage, but
of the public spirit of the citizens,—is evidence both of
large resources and of wisdom in the direction of them.
In this state of things, it is not surprising that the
Flemings, feeling their own strength, should have as-
sumed a free and independent tone little grateful to the
ear of a sovereign. So far had this spirit of liberty or
license, as it was termed, increased, in the latter part of
the emperor’s reign, that the Regent Mary, when her
brother abdicated, chose also to resign, declaring, in
< a letter to him, that ““she would not continue to live
with, much less to reign over, a people whose manners
had ‘undergone such a change,—in' whom respect  for
God and man seemed no longer to exist.”? ,

A philosopher who should have contemplated at that
day the condition of the country, and the civilization at
which it had arrived, might feel satisfied that a system
of toleration in religious matters would be the one best
suited to the genius of the people and the character of
their institutions. But Philip was no philosopher; and
toleration was a virtue not understood, at that time, by
Calvinist any more than by Catholic. . The question,
therefore, is not whether the end he proposed was the

2«1l y avoit bien 30. ans que
ceux de Brusselles avoyent com-
mencé, et avoyent percé des collines,
des champs et chemins, desquels ils
avoient ‘achapté les fonds des pro-
prietaires, on y avoit faict 40. gran-
desescluses .. ;... et cousta dix huits
cent mille florins.” Meteren, Hist.
des Pays-Bas, tom. I. fol. 26. .

3 ¢ Je vois une grande jeunesse

VOL. I. .

en ces pays, avec les meeurs des-
quelz ne me sgaurois ny ne voudrois
accommoder ; la fidélité du monde et
respect envers Dieu et son prince si
€Orrompuz, . .. .. que ne désirerois
pas seullement de les pas gouverner,

. mais aussy me fasche de le
veoir, congnoistre et devivre. . . . en-
tre telles gens.” Papiers d’Etat de
Granvelle, tom. IV, p. 476, .. :

cceC
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best one ;—on this, few at the present day w1ll differ; —
but whether Philip took the best means for effecting that
end. This is the point of view from which his conduct
in the Netherlands should be criticized.

Here, in the outset, he seems to have fallen into
a capital error, by committing so large a share in the
government to the hands of a foreigner,—Granvelle.
The country was filled with nobles, some of them men of
the highest birth, whose ancestors were associated with
the most stirring national recollections, and who were
endeared, moreover, to their. countrymen by their own
services. To several of these Philip himself was under
no slight obligations for the aid they had afforded him
in the late war,—on the fields of Gravelines and St.

Quentin, and in the negotiation of the treaty which .

closed his hostilities with France. It was hardly to be
expected that these proud mnobles, conscious of ' their
superior claims; and -accustomed to ‘'so much authority
and, deference in their own land, would tamely submit to
the control of a stranger, a man of obscure family, like
his father indebted for his elevation to the royal favor.
Besides these great lords, there was a numerous
aristocracy, inferior nobles and cavaliers, many of whom
had served under the standard of Charles in his long
wars. They there formed those formidable companies of

ordonnance, whose fame perhaps stood higher than that

of any other corps of the imperial cavalry. The situation
of these men, now disbanded, and, with their roving
military habits, hanging loosely on the country, has been

compared by a modern author to that which, on the

accession of the Bourbons, was occupied by the soldiers

- whom Napoleon had so often led to victory.* To add

‘ Gerlache, Hxstoue dn Boyaume des Pays Bas, (Bruxelles, 1842,)
tom. L p. 71.

o

T
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to their restlessness, many of these, as well as of the
higher nobility, were embarrassed by debts contracted in
their campaigns, or by too ambitious expenditure at
home, especially in rivalry with the ostentatious Spaniard.
“The Flemish nobles,” says a writer of the time,  were
too many of them oppressed by heavy debts and the
payment of exorbitant interest. They spent twice as
much as they were worth on their palaces, furniture,
troops of retainers, costly liveries, their banquets and
sumptuous entertainments of every description,—in fine,
in every form of luxury and superfluity that could be
devised. Thus discontent became prevalent through the
country, and men anxiously looked forward to' some
change.” ® :

Still another element .of discontent, and one that
extended to all classes, was antipathy to the Spaniards.
It had not been easy to repress this even under the rule
of Charles the Fifth, who had shown such manifest
preference for his Flemish subjects. But now it was
more decidedly called out, under a monarch, whose
sympathies lay altogether on the side of their rivals.. No
doubt this popular sentiment is to be explained partly by
the contrast afforded by the characters of the two nations,
so great as hardly to afford a point of contact between
them. But it may be fairly charged, to a great extent,
on the Spaniards themselves, who, while they displayed
many noble and magnanimous traits at home, seemed
desirous to exhibit only the repulsive side of their

5 ¢«

CHAP. V.] DISCONTENT IN THE NETHERLANDS.

Es menester ver como la no- - de deleytes, luxuria, y superfiuidad, lo

bleza se ha desde mucho tiempo des-
mandada y empeiiada por usura y
gastos superfluos, gastando casi mas
it%ue doble de lo que tenian en edi-

cios, muebles, festines, danzas, mas-

caradas, fuegos- de- dados; naipes,
vestidos, libreas, seguimiento de cri-
ados y generalmente en todas suertes

. MS

ue se avia comenzado antes de layda
e su magestad 4 Espafia. Y desde
entonces uvo un descontento casi
general en el pais y esperanza de
esta gente asi alborotada de veer en
goco tiempo una mudanza.” Renom
e Francia, Alborotos de Flandes,

¢cc 2
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character to the eye of the stranger. Cold and impe-
netrable, assuming an arrogant tone of superiority over
every other nation, in whatever land it was their destiny
to be cast, England, Italy, or the Netherlands, as allies
or as enemies, we find the Spaniards of that day equally
detested. Brought with them, as the people of the
Netherlands were, under a common sceptre, a spirit of
comparison and rivalry grew up, which 1nduced a thousand
causes of irritation.

The difficulty was still further increased by the con-
dition of the neighboring countries, where the minds of -
the inhabitants were now in the highest state of fermen-
tation in matters of religion. In short, the atmosphere
seemed everywhere to be in that highly electrified con-
dition which bodes the coming tempest. = In this critical
state of. things, it was clear that it was only by a most
careful and considerate policy that harmony could be
maintained in the Netherlands; a 'policy manifesting
alike tenderness for the feelings of the nation and respect
for its institutions.

Having thus shown the general aspect of thmgs when
the duchess of Parma entered on her regency, towards
the close of 1559, it is time to go forward with the
narrative of the prominent events which led to the War
of the Revolution. -

“We have a]ready seen that Phlhp, on leavmg the
country, lodged the administration nominally in three
councils, although’ in truth it was on the council of state
that the weight of government actually rested. Even
here the nobles who composed it were of little account
in matters of real importance, which were reserved for a
consulta, consisting, besides the regent, of Granvelle,
Count Barlaimont, and the learned jurist Viglius. As
the last two were altogether devoted to Granvelle, and

T
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the regent was instructed to defer greatly to his judgment,
the government of the Netherlands may be said to have
been virtually deposited in the hands of the bishop of
Arras.

At the head of the Fletmsh nobles in the councll of
state, and indeed in' the country, taking into view their
- rank, fortune, and public services, stood Count Egmont
and the prince of Orange. I have already given some
account of the former, and the reader has seen the
important part which he took in the great victories of
Gravelines and St. Quentin. - To the prince of Orange
Philip had also been indebted for his counsel in conduct- -
ing the war, and still more for the aid which he had
afforded in the negotiations for peace. It will be proper,
~ before going further, to give the reader some particulars
of this celebrated man, the great leader in the war of the
Netherlands. ' ;
. William, prince of Orange, was born at Dﬂlenburg,
in the German duchy of Nassau, on the twenty-fifth of
April, 1533. ' He was descended from a house, one of
whose branches had given an emperor to Germany ; and
William’s own ancestors were . distinguished by the
employments they had held, and the services they had
rendered, both in Germany and the Low Countries. - It
was a proud vaunt of his, that Philip was under larger
obligations to him than he to Philip ; and that, but for
~ the house of Nassau, the king of Spain would not be able
to write as many titles as he now did after his. name.’ ..
= When eleven years old, by the death of his cousin
René he came into possession of a large domain in Hol-
land, and a still larger property in Brabant, where he held

6 Apologie de Guillaume IX. Pays-Bas, le13 Decembre, 1580, ap.
“Prince KOrange contre la Proserip- Dumont, Corps Dlplomathne, tom.
tion de Philippe II. Roi d’Espagne, V. p.3 id

presentée aux Etats Généraux “des .- T RSN
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the title of Lord of Breda. To these was added the
splended inheritance of Chalons, and of the principality
of Orange; which, however, situated at a distance, in
the heart of France, might seem to be held by a somewhat
precarious tenure. g
- William’s parents were both Lutherans, and in their faith
he was educated. But Charles saw with displeasure the
false direction thus given to one who at a future day was
to occupy so distinguished a position among his Flemish
vassals. With the consent of his parents, the child, in
his twelfth year, was removed to Brussels, to be brought
up in the family of the emperor’s sister, the Regent Mary
of Hungary. However their consent to this step may be
explained, it certainly seems that their zeal for the
“ spiritual welfare of their son was not such as to stand in
the way of his temporal. In the family of the regent
the youth was bred a Catholic, while in" all  respects he
-received an education suited to his rank” It is an
interesting fact, that his preceptor was a younger brother
of Granvelle,—the man with whom William was after-
wards to be placed in an attitude of such bitter hostility.
When fifteen years of age, the prince was taken into
the imperial household, and became the page of Charles
the Fifth. The emperor was not slow in discerning the -
extraordinary qualities of the youth; and he showed it
by intrusting him, as he grew older, with various im-
portant commissions. He was accompanied by the prince
on his military expeditions, and Charles gave a remarkable

7 M. Groen Van Prinsterer has
taken some pains to explain the
conduct of William’s parents, on
the ground, chiefly, that they had
reason to think their son, after all,
.might be allowed to worship accord-
Aing to the way in which he had been
edncated (p. 195). - But whatever
concessions to the Protestants may

have been wrung from Charles by
considerations of public policy, we
suspect few who have studied his
character will believe that he would
ever have consented to allow one of
his own household, one to whom
he stood in.the relation of a guar-

.dian, to be nurtured in the faith of
‘heretics. . : 47 ’
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proof of his confidence in his capacity, by raising him, at
the age of twenty-two, over the heads of veteran officers,
and giving him the command of the imperial forces
engaged in the siege of Marienburg. During the six
months that William was in command, they were still
occupied with this siege, and with the construction of
a fortress for the protection of Flanders. There was little
room for military display. But the troops were in want
of food and of money, and their young commander’s
conduct under these embarrassments was such as to
vindicate the wisdom of his appointment. Charles after-
wards employed him on several diplomatic missions,—a
more congenial field for the exercise of his talents, which
appear to have been better suited to civil than to milita
affairs. :
The emperor’s regard for the prince seems to have
increased with his years, and he gave public proof of it,
in the last hour of his reign, by leaning on William’s
shoulder at the time of his abdication, when he made his
parting address to the states of the Netherlands. He
showed this still further by selecting him for the honor-
able mission of bearing the imperial crown to Ferdinand.
" On his abdication, Charles earnestly commended
William to his successor. Philip profited by his ser-
vices in the beginning of his reign, when the prince of
Orange, who had followed him in the French war, was
made one of the four plenipotentiaries for negotiating
the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis, for the execution of
which he remained as one of the hostages in France.
While at the court of Henry the Second, it will be
remembered, the prince became acquainted with the
secret designs of the French and Spanish monarchs
against the Protestants in their dominions; and he
resolved, from that hour, to-devote all his strength to
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expel the ¢ Spanish vermin” from the Netherlands.
One must not infer from this, however, that William, at
this early period, meditated the design of shaking off the
rule of Spain altogether. The object he had in view
went no further than to relieve the country from the
odious presence of the Spanish troops, and to place the
administration in those hands to which it rightfully be-
longed. They, however, who set a revolution in motion
have not always the power to stop it. If they can
succeed in giving it a . direction, they will probably be
carried forward by it beyond their intended limits, until,
- gathering confidence with success, they aim at an end far
higher than that which they had originally proposed.
Such, doubtless, was the case with William of Orange.
Notw1thstandmg the emperor’s recommendatlon the
prince of Orange was not the man whom Philip selected
for his confidence. 'Nor was /it possible for William  to
- regard the king with the same feelings which he had
: entertamed for the emperor. To Charles the prince was
under obvious obligations for his nurture in early life.
His natlonal pride, too, was not wounded by having a
Spaniard for his sovereign, since Charles was not by
birth, much less in heart, a Spaniard. = All this was
~ reversed in Philip, in whom William saw only the repre-
sentative of a detested race. - The prudent reserve which
marked the character of each, no doubt, prevented the
outward demonstration of their sentiments ; but from
their actions we may readily infer the 1nst1nct1ve aversion
which the two parties entertained for each other.
‘At the early age of eighteen, William married Anne of

Eﬂmont dauo'hter of the count of Biiren. The con-

nection was a happy one, if we may trust the loving tone
" of their cqrrespondencg Un_happlly, in a few years their
~ union was -dissolved by the lady’s death. The prince -
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did not long remain a widower, before he made pro-
posals to the daughter of the duchess of Lorraine. The
‘prospect of such a match gave great dissatisfaction to
Philip, who had no mind to see his Flemish vassal
allied with the family of a great feudatory of France.
Disappointed in this quarter, William next paid his
addresses to Anne of Saxony, an heiress, whose large
possessions made her one of the most brilliant matches
in Germany. William’s passion and his interest, it was
remarked, kept time well together.

The course of love, however, was not destmed to run
smoothly on the present  occasion. Anne was the
daughter of Maurice, the great Lutheran champion, the
implacable enemy of Charles the Fifth. Left early an
orphan, she had been reared in the family of her uncle,
the elector of Saxony, in the strictest temets of the
Lutheran faith. Such a connection was, of course, every
way distasteful to Philip, to whom William was willing -
so far to defer as to solicit his approbation, though he
did not mean to be controlled by it.* The correspond-
ence on the subject, in which both the regent and
Granvelle took an active part, occupies as much space in
collections of the period as more important negotiations.
The prince, endeavored to silence the king’s scruples,
by declaring that he was too much a Catholic at heart to
marry any woman who was not of the same persuasion
as himself ; and that he had received assurances from
the elector that his wife in this respect should entirely
conform to his wishes. < The elector had scruples as to
the match, no less than Philip, though on precisely the
opposite grounds, and, after the prince’s assurance to
the king, one is surpnsed to find that an understandmg

8 8 partmulm-ly M-\raaret’s let- Correspondance de MargueutedAu-
ter to the king, of March 13,1560, - triche, p 260 et seq.
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must have existed with the elector that Anne should be
allowed the undisturbed enjoyment of her own religion.’
This double-dealing leaves a disagreeable impression in
regard to William’s character. Yet it does not seem, to
judge from his later life, to be altogether inconsistent
with it. Machiavelli is the author whom he is said.to
have had most frequently in his hand;" and in the
policy with which he shaped his.course, we may some-
times fancy that we can discern the influence of the
Italian statesman. :

The marriage was celebrated with great pomp at
Leipsic, on the twenty-fifth of August, 1561. = The king
of Denmark, several of the electors, and many princes
and nobles of both Germany and the Low Countries,
 were invited guests; and the whole assembly present
-on_the occasion was estimated -at nearly six thousand
persons.” The king of Spain complimented the bride
by sending her a jewel worth three thousand ducats.!
It proved, however, as Granvelle had predicted, an ill-
assorted union. --After living together for nearly thirteen
years, the prince, weary of the irregularities of his wife,
separated from her, and sent her back to her friends in
Germany. :

- During his residence in Brussels, leham easily fell
into the way of life followed by the Flemish nobles. He
* was very fond of the healthy exercise of the chase, .
and especially of hawking. He was social, indeed con-
vivial, in his habits, after the fashion of his country-

.. 9 M. Groen Van Prinsterer has 10 Mémoues de Granvelle, tom.
industriously collated the corre- I. p. 251,

spondence of ‘the several parties, 1 Raumer, Hist. Tasch., p. 109,
which must be allowed to form an ?‘}; Archives de la Maison d'Orange-
edifying chapter in the annals of assau, tom. I. p. 115.

matrimonial * diplomacy. -~ See Ar- e Correspondance de Margnerlte
chives-. de la~ Maison dOrange- d’Autnche, P 284 :

‘ Nassau, tom. I p. 202, ...
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men ;* and was addicted to gallantries, which continued
long enough, it is said, to suggest an apology for the
disorderly conduct of his wife. ~He occupied the ancient
palace of his family at Brussels, where he was sur-
rounded by lords and cavaliers, and a numerous retinue
of menials.” He lived in great state, displaying a pro-
fuse magnificence in his entertainments; and few there
were, natives or foreigners, who had any claim on his
hospitality, that did not receive it." By this expensive
“ way of life, he encumbered his estate with a heavy debt;
amounting, if we may take Granvelle’s word, to nine
hundred thousand florins.’® Yet, if William’s own
account, but one year later, be true, the debt was then
brought within a very moderate. compass."”

With his genial habits and love of pleasure, and with
manners the most attractive, he had not the free and
open temper which often goes along with them. - He
was called by his contemporaries ¢ William the Silent,”
Perhaps the epithet was intended to indicate not so
much his taciturnity, as that impenetrable reserve which
locked up his secrets closely within his bosom: - No man

B Tt may give some idea of the

mulorumque et asseclarum multi-
scale of William’s domestic estab-

tudo magnis Principibus par. Nec

lishment to state, that, on reducin
it to a more economical standard,
tweutg-eight head-cooks were dis-
missed. . (Van der Haer, De Initiis
Tumult,, p. 182, ap. Archives de
la Maison d'Orange-Nassau, tom.
1.p.200%) The same contemporary
tells us that there were few princes
in Germany who bad not one cook,
at least, that had served an appren-
ticeship in William’s kitchen,—the
best school in that day for the noble
sclence of gastronomy.

4.« Audivi rem domesticam sic

splendide habuisse ut ad ordinari- |

um domus ministerium haberet 24
Nobiles, - pueros vero Nobiles (Pa-
gios nomimamus) 18 = Ibid, ubi
-supra. i

“Rei domesticsm splendor, fa-

ulla toto Belgio sedes hospitalior,
ad quam frequentilis peregrini Pro-
ceres Legatique diverterent, exci-
perenturque magnificentits, quim
Orangii domus.” ~ Strada, De Bello
Bel§ico, p- 99.

15. « Lie prince d’Orange, qui tient
un grand état de maison, et méne
a sa suite des comtes, des barons

et beaucoup d’autres gentilshommes

d’Allemagne, doit, pour le moins,

-900,00011.” - Correspondance de Phi-

lipPe I, tom. I p. 239.

7 In January, 1564, we find him
writing to his brother, - *“ Puis qu’il
ne reste que & XV. cens florins par

-an, que serons bien tost délivré des

debtes.”  Archives de laMaison
d’Orange-Nassan, tom. L p. 196.
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knew better how to keep his counsel, even from those
who acted with him. But while masking his own
designs, no man was more sagacious in penetrating those
of others. ‘e carried on an extensive correspondence in
foreign countries, and employed every means for getting
information. Thus, while he had it in his power to out-
wit others, it was very rare that he became their dupe.
Though on ordinary occasions frugal of words, when he
did speak it was with effect. His eloquence was of the
most persuasive kind ;' and as towards his inferiors he
was affable, and exceedingly considerate of their feelings,
he acquired an unbounded ascendancy over his country-
‘men."” It must be admitted that the prince of Orange
possessed many rare qualities for the leader of a great
~revolution. bl 22 R
The course William took in respect to his wife’s
religion might lead one to doubt whether he were at
~ heart Catholic or Protestant; or indeed whether he were
not equally indifferent to both persuasions. =The latter
opinion might be strengthened by a remark imputed to
him, that ‘“he would not have-his wife trouble herself
with such melancholy books as the Secriptures, but
instead of them amuse herself with Amadis de Gaul,
and other pleasant works of the kind.” * = “ The prince
of Orange,” says a writer of the time,  passed for a
Catholic among Catholics, a Lutheran among Lutherans.

- 18 ¢ 7] estoit -d’une éloquence
admirable, avec laquelle il mettoit
en évidence les conceptions sublimes
.de son esprit, et faisoit plier les
aultres seigneurs de la court, ainsy
" .que bon luy sembloit.”” Gachard,
(Correspondance de Guillaume le
Taciturne, tom II , Préface, g) 3,)
who quotes a manuscript of 'the
sixteenth century, preserved in the
library of Arras, entitled, ¢ Com-
mencement de 'Histoiredes Troubles
- des ‘Pays-Bas,. advenuz soubz. le

Gouvernement de Madame la Du-

- Ecritures, 2
.d’autres livres amusants du méme

chesse de Parme.” :

.- 3 « By estoit singulitrement aimé
.et-bien vollu de la commune, pour
e gracieuse fagon de faire qu'il

avoit de saluer, caresser, et arrai-

_sonner -privément et familitrement

tout le monde.” 1Ibid., ubi supra.
2 «T| ne Poccuperoit point. de

_ces choses mélancoliques, mais il

lui feroit lire, au.lieu des Saintes-
Amadis de Gaule et

enre.”” . Archives de la Maison

-&’Orange-Nassau, tom. 1. p. 203%.
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If he could, he would have had a religion compounded
of both. - In truth, he looked on the Christian religion
like the ceremonies which Numa introduced, as a sort of
politic invention.”* Granvelle, in a letter to Philip,
speaks much to the same purpose.”” . These portraits
were by unfriendly hands. Those who take a different
view of his character, while they admit that in his early
days his opinions in matters of faith were unsettled,
contend that in time he became sincerely attached to
the doctrines which he defended with his sword. This
seems to be no more than natural. But the reader will
have an opportunity of judging for himself, when he has
followed the great chief through the changes of his
stormy career.

It would be strange, indeed, if the leader in a religious
revolution should have been himself without any religious
convictions.. One thing is certain, he possessed a spirit
of toleration, the more honorable that in that day it was
so rare. He condemned the Calvinists as restless and
seditious ; the Catholics, for their bigoted attachment to
a dogma. - Persecution in matters of faith he totally
condemned, for freedom of judgment in such matters he
regarded as the inalienable right of man.? These con-
clusions, at which the world, after an incalculable amount
of human suffering, has been three centuries in arriving,
(has it altogether arrived at them yet ?) must be allowed
to reflect great credit on the character of William.

_CHAP. v.] WILLIAM OF ORANGE.

2 «T] estoit du nombre de ceulx
qui pensent que la religion chresti-

enne ‘soit une invention politique,

pour contenir le peuple en office
yar voie de Dieu, non plus ni moins
que les cerémomes, divinations et
sﬂpen,tltxons ue “{uma Pompilius
introduisit & Rome.”
ment de 'Hist. des Troubles, MS,,
ap. Gachard, - Cor. de Gmllanme,-
tom. 11, Préface, p. 5

it S Tantdt Cathohriue, tantot Cal-- -

viniste ou Luthérien selon les dif-
férentes ocmslons, et selon ses divers
desseins,” Mémou'es de Granvelle,
tom. II. p. 5

o Esumant ainsy que faisoient
lors beaucoup de catholiques, que

. C’estoit chose cruelle de faire mourir
Commence- -

ung homme, pour seulement avoir
soustenu une o inion, jasoit qu ’elle
fit erronée.” - MS. quoted by Ga-
chard, Cor. de Guillaume, tom. II

~Prél'aoe, P 4.
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CHAPTER VI.

OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT.

Grounds of Complaint.—The Spanish Troops.~The New Bishoprics.—
. Influence of Granvelle.~Opposed by the Nobles.—His Unpopularity.

1659—1562.

Tae first cause of trouble, after Philip’s departure from
the Netherlands, arose from the detention of the Spanish
“troops there. The king had pledged his word, it will be
remembered, that they should leave the country by the
end of four months, at farthest. - Yet that period had
long since passed, and no preparations were made for '
their departure. The indignation of the people rose
higher and higher at the insult thus offered by the

presence of these detested foreigners. It was a season
of peace. No invasion was threatened from abroad ; no
insurrection existed at home. There was nothing to
. require the maintenance of an extraordinary force, much
less of one-composed of foreign troops. It could only
be that the king, distrusting his Flemish subjegts,
designed to overawe them by his mercenaries, in
sufficient strength to enforce his arbitrary acts. = The
free spirit of the Netherlanders was roused by these
suggestions, and they boldly demanded the removal of

the Spaniards. - ;
. Granvelle himself, who would wﬂlmgly have pleased
his master by retaining a foice in the country on which
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he could rely, admitted that the project was imprac-
ticable. ¢ The troops must be withdrawn,” he wrote,
“and that speedily, or the consequence will be an
insurrection.”? The states would not consent, he said,
to furnish the necessary subsidies while they remained.
The prince of Orange and Count Egmont threw up the
commands intrusted to them by the king. They dared
no longer hold them, as the minister added, it was so
unpopular.?

The troops had much increased the difficulty by their
own misconduct. They were drawn from the great
mass, often the dregs, of the people; and their morals,
such as they were, had not been improved in the life of
the camp. However strict their discipline in time of
active service, it was greatly relaxed in their present
state of inaction; and they had full license, as well as
leisure, to indulge their' mischievous appetites, at the
expense of the unfortunate districts in which they were
quartered. , - i

Yet Philip  was slow in returning an answer to the
importunate letters of the regent and the minister ; and
when he did reply, it was to evade their request,
lamenting his want of funds, and declaring his purpose
to remove the forces so svon as he could pay their
arrears.  The public exchequer was undoubtedly at a
low,.ebb; lower in Spain than in the Netherlands.

! “No se vee que puedan quedar
-aqui mas ' tiempo sin  grandissimo
peligro de que dende agora las cosas
entrassei. ‘en  alboroto.”

GROUNDS OF, COMPLAINT.

crédito { reputacion con estos esta-
dos.”" Ibid., p. 197. " :
3 Some notion of the extent of

Papiers
QO’Etat de G 11 : A
1 6;5. m?}ve e, tom V]g p

.2 “ Harto se declaran y el Principe
@’Oranges y Mons® d’Egmont que
aunque tuviessen la mayor voluntad

de tener cargo mas tiempo de los
'ngEaﬁqles, no lo- osarian elx’nprender
81 holviessen, por no perderse y su

these embarrassments may be formed
from a schedule prepared by the
king’s own hand, in September,
1560. From this it appears that the
ordinary sources of revenue were

- already mortgaged : and that, taking
el mundo para servirenesto 4 V.M. .’

into view all available means, there
was reason to fear there would be a
deficiency at the end of the following
year of no less  than nine millions
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But no one could believe the royal credit so far reduced
as not to be able to provide for the arrears of three or
four thousand soldiers. The regent, however, saw that,
with or without instructions, it was necessaryAto act.
Several of the members of the council became sureties
for the payment of the arrears, and the troops were
ordered to Zealand, in order to embark for Spain. But
the winds proved unfavorable. Two months longer
they were detained, on shore or on board the transports.
They soon got into brawls with the workmen employed
on the dikes; and the inhabitants, still apprehensive of
orders from the king countermanding the departure of
the Spaniards, resolved, in such an event, to abandon
the dikes, and lay the country under water!* Fortu-
nately, they were mnot driven to this extremity. In
January, 1661, more than a year after the date assigned
by .Philip, the nation was relieved of the presence of the
intruders.’ SEJE . :

Philip’s conduct in this affair is not very easy to
explain. " However much he might have desired origi-
nally to maintain the troops in the Netherlands, as an
armed police on which he could rely to enforce the
execution of his orders, it had become clear that the
good they might do in quelling an insurrection was
more than counterbalanced by the probability of their
exciting one. - It was characteristic of the king, however,
to be slow in retreating from any position he had taken;

&
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of ducats. “ Where the means of
meeting this are to come from,”
Philip bitterly remarks, “I do. not
know, unless it be from the clouds,
for all usual resources are ex-
hausted.” .- This was a sad legacy;

entailed on the young monarch by .

his father’s ambition. - The docu-
ment is to be found in the Papiers
d'Etat de Granvelle, tom., VI. pp.

.- 4 «Dizen todos los de aqueilé. isla

que #ntes se dexardn ahogar con
ellos, que de poner la mano mas
adelante en el reparo tan necessario
de los digues.” . Papiers d’Etat de
Granvelle, tom. VI. p. 200. .

.* & Correspondance de Philippe II.,
tom. I p. 192.—Strada, De Bello
Belgico, p. 111. . .-~ S
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and, as we shall often have occasion to see, there
was a certain apathy or sluggishness in his nature,
which led him sometimes to.leave events to take their
own course, rather than to shape a course for them
himself. '

. This diﬁiculty was no sooner settled, than it was
followed by another scarcely less serious. We have
seen, in a former chapter, the arrangements made for
adding thirteen new bishoprics to the four already
existing in the Netherlands. The measure, in itself

a good one, and demanded by the situation of the

country, was, from the posture of affairs at that time,
likely to meet with opposition, if not to occasion great
excitement. For this reason, the whole affair had been
. kept profoundly secret by the government. It was not
till 1561 that Philip disclosed his views, in a letter to
some of the principal nobles in the council of state.
But, long before that time,  the -project; had -taken
‘wind, and created a general sensatlon through the
country. ;
- The people looked on it as an attempt to subJect
them to the same ecclesiastical system which existed in
Spain.  The bishops, by virtue of their office, were
possessed of certain inquisitorial powers, and these were
still further enlarged by the provisions of .the royal
edicts.  Philip’s attachment to the Inquisition was well
understood, and there was probably not a child in the
~country who had not heard of the awfo de f¢ which he
had sanctioned by his presence on his return to his
dominions. The present changes were regarded as part
of a great scheme for introducing the Spanish Inquisi-
tion into the Netherlands.® - However erroneous these

¢  Hase con mdustna persuadxdo pados”” Granvelle to PhleP Papxers- ,

élos ueblos que V. M. quiere poner ' d’Etat de Granvelle, tow p. 554,

-aquf & mi instancia la inquisicion de - See also Correspondance de Phlhppe
ispaiia so color de los nuevos obis- - II., tom. L, passim.

YOI 45 ; DD
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conclusions, there is little reason to doubt they were
encouraged by those who knew their fallacy.

- The nobles had other reasons for opposing the mea-
sure. The bishops would occupy in the legislature the
place formerly held by the abbots, who were indebted
for their election to the religious houses over which they
presided. The new prelates, on the contrary, would
receive their nomination from the crown ; and the nobles
saw with alarm their own independence menaced by
‘the accession of an order of men who would naturally
be subservient to the interests of the monarch. That
the crown was not insensible to these advantages is
evident from a letter of the minister, in which he sneers
at the abbots, as “ men fit only to rule over monasteries,
ever willing to thwart the king, and as perverse as the
lowest of the people.”” : B iEh i

But the greatest, opposition arose from the manner in
which the new dignitaries were to be maintained. = This
was to be done by suppressing the offices of the abbots,
and by appropriating the revenues of their houses to the .
maintenance of the bishops. - For this economical
arrangement Granvelle seems to have been chiefly
responsible. -~ Thus the . income—amounting fo - fifty
~thousand ducats—of the abbey of Afflighen, one of the
wealthiest in Brabant, was to be bestowed on the archi-
‘episcopal see of Mechlin, to be held .by .the minister
himself.® = In virtue of that dignity, Granvelle would
become primate of the Netherlands. :

7 “Los gﬁales, aunque pueden .

pears more- clearly from the rather
ser 4 proposito para administrar sus

frank avowal of Granvelle to the

abadias, olvidan el beneficio recebido
del _px_'inEiEe y en las cosas de su
servicio y

vincia son durissimos, y tan rudes
para que se les pueda persuadir la
_razom, como' seria qualquier ‘menor
‘hombre del pueblo.”  Papiers d’Etat
-de Granvelle, tom. VL. p. 18, . -

- The intention of the crown ap-

g

eneficio comun de la pro-

fom. V.

duchess of Parma, made indeed some
twenty years later, 1582, that it
was a great object with Philip to

.afford’ & counterpoise in the states

to the authority of William and_his
associates. . Archives de la Maison+

-d’Orange-Nassau, tom. VIIL. p. 96,

.8 Pz}piers d’Etat de .Granvelle,
P17
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- Loud was the clamor excited by this arrangement
among the members of the religious fraternities, and all
those who directly or indirectly had any interest in
them. It was a manifest perversion of the funds from
the objects for which they had been given to the insti-
tutions. It was interfering with the economy of these
institutions, protected by the national charters; and the
people of Brabant appealed to the * Joyeuse Entrée.”
Jurists of the greatest eminence, in different parts of
Europe, were consulted as to the legality of these pro-
ceedings. Thirty thousand florins were expended by .
Brabant alone in this matter, as well as in employing an
agent at the court of Rome to exhibit the true state of
the affair to his holiness, and to counteract the eﬁ'orts
of the Spanish government.’ '

The reader may remember, that, just before Plnhp ]
departure “from the Netherlands, a bull arrived ‘from
Rome authorizing the erection of the new bishoprics.
This was but the initiatory step. Many other proceed- :
ings 'were necessary before the consummation of the
affair.  Owing to impediments thrown in the way by
the provinces, and the habitual tardiness of the court of
Rome, nearly three years elapsed before the final briefs
were expedited by Pius the Fourth. New obstacles
were raised by the jealous temper of the Flemings, who
regarded the whole matter as a conspiracy of the pope
and the king against the liberties of the nation. -Utrecht,
Gueldres, and three other places, refused to receive their
bishops ; and they never obtained a footing there.
Antwerp, which was to have been made an eplscopal :
see, sent a commission to the king to represent the ruin
this would bring on its trade, from' the connection sup-
Posed to exist between the episcopal establishment and

9 Vandervynckt, Troubles des Pays-Bas, tom. 1L p-71.
DD 2
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the Spanish Inquisition. - For a year the king would not
condescend to give any heed to the remonstrance. He
finally consented to defer the decision of the question till
his arrival in the country ; and Antwerp was "saved from
its bishop.'® . - :

In another place we find the bishop obtaining an
admission through the management of Granvelle, who
profited by the temporary absence of the nobles. No-
where were the new prelates received with enthusiasm,
but, on the contrary, wherever they were admitted, it
was with a coldness and silence that intimated too
plainly the aversion.of the inhabitants. Such was the
case with the archbishop of Mechlin himself, who made
his entry into the capital of his diocese with not a voice -
to cheer or to welcome him." In fact, everywhere the
newly elected prelate seemed more like the thief stealthily
climbing into the fold, than the good shepherd who had
come to guard it. . '

Meanwhile the odium of these measures fell on the
head of the minister. No other man had been so active
in enforcing them, and he had the credit universally
with the people of having originated the whole scheme,
and proposed it to the sovereign. But from this Philip
expressly exonerates him in a letter to the regent, in
which he says, that the whole plan had been settled long
before it was communicated to Granvelle.”* Indeed, the

. 1 Papiers d’Etat de Granvelle,
. tom. V1..p. 612.—Correspondance
de Philippe IT., tom. I. p. 263.—
éh{eteren, Hist. des Pays-Bas, fol.

By another arrangement the obli-
gations of Afflighen and the other
-abbeys of Brabant were commuted
for. the annual payment of eight
thousand ducats for the support of
the bishops. - This agreement, as
well as that with Antwerp, was
afterwards set aside by the unscru-

‘pulous Alva, who fully carried out

the original intentions of the ecrown.

1 Vandervynckt, Troubles des
Pays-Bas, tom. II. p. 77.

2 “En ce qui concerne les nou-
veaux évéchés, le Roi. déclare que
1amais Granvelle ne lui en conseilla
*érection ; qu'il en fit méme dans le
principe un mystére au cardinal, et
que celui-ci wen eut connuissance
que lorsque Paffaire était déja bien
avancée.” Correspondance de Phi-
lippe 1L, tom. I, p. 207, :
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latter, with some show of reason, demanded whether,
being already one of four bishops in the country, he
should be likely to recommend a plan which would
make him only one of seventeen.” This appeal to self-
interest did not wholly satisfy those who thought that it
was better to be the first of seventeen, than to be merely
one of four where all were equal. .

Whatever may have been Granvelle’s original way of
thinking in the matter, it is certain that, whether if
arose from his accommodating temper, or from his per-
ceptions of the advantages of the scheme being quick-
“ened by his prospect of the primacy, he soon devoted
himself, heart as well as hand, to carry out the royal
views. “I am convinced,” he writes, in the spring of
1560, to. Philip’s secretary, Perez, ¢ that no measure
could be more advantageous to the country, or more
necessary for the support of religion ; and if necessary:
to the success of the scheme, T would willingly devote to
it my fortune and my: life.”

Accordingly we find him using a]l h1s strength to
carry the project through, devising expedlents for raising
the episcopal revenues, and thus occupying a position
which exposed him to general obloquy. He felt this
bitterly, and at times, even with all his constancy, was
hardly able to endure it. . ¢ Though I say nothing,” he
writes in the month of September, 1561, to the Spanish
ambassador in Rome, I feel the danger of the situation
in which the king has placed me. All the odium of
these measures falls on my head ; aud I only pray that
~ a remedy for the evil may be found, though it should be
by the sacrifice of myself. Would to God the erection
“of these bishoprics had never been thought of 1”1

3 Archivesdela Malson &’Orange- ~ propre vie.” Correspondance de

Nassau, tom. VIIL p hilippe IL., tom. 1. p
Tl serait pret h y contnbuer B« Yeo el odio de los Estados car-

de sa fortune, de son sanz, et de sa  gar sobre mi, mas pluguiesse 4 Dios
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In February, 1561, Granvelle received a cardinal’s hat
from Pope Pius the Fourth. He did not show the
- alacrity usually manifested in accepting this distinguished
honor. He had obtained it by the private intercession
of the. duchess of Parma; and he feared lest the jealousy
of Philip might be alarmed, were it to any other than
himself that his minister owed this distinction. - But the
king gave the proceeding his cordial sanction, declaring
to Granvelle that the reward was no hlgher than his
desert.

Thus clothed with the Roman purple, pnmate of the
Netherlands, and first minister of state, Granvelle might
now look down on the proudest noble in the land. He .
stood at the head of both the civil and the ecclesiastical
administration of the country.- All authority centred in
his person. Indeed, such had been the organization of
the council of state, that the minister might be said to

be not so much: the head of the government as the
“government itself.

The 'affairs of the council were conducted in the
manner prescribed by Philip.” Ordinary business passed
through the hands of the whole body; but affairs of -
moment were reserved for the cardinal and his two
coadjutors to settle with the regent. On such occasions
the other ministers were not even summoned, or, if
summoned, such only of the despatches from Spain as -
the minister chose to communicate were read, and the
remainder reserved for the comsulfa. When, as did
sometimes happen, the nobles carried a measure in
opposition to Granvelle, he would refer the whole ques-
tion to the court at Madrid.” By this expedient he

que con sacrificarme fuesse todo amen””  Archives de la Maison
remediado. . QueplngxeraéDms d’O e-Nassau, tom. L p. 117.

que jamas se huviera pensado en eteren, Hxst des I’ays—Bas,
esta execcmn destas ygleslas gt fol 63.
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gained time for the present, and probably obtained a
decision in his favor at last. The regent conformed
entirely to the cardinal’s views. The best possible
understanding seems to have subsisted between them,
to judge from the tone of their correspondence with
Philip, in which each of the parties bestows the most
unqualified panegyric on the other. Yet there was a
strange reserve in their official intercourse. Even when,
occupying the same palace, they are said to have com-
municated with each other by writing.”” The reason
suggested for this singular proceeding is, that it might
not appear, from their being much together, that the
regent was acting so entirely under the direction of the
minister. It is certain that both Margaret and Granvelle
had an uncommon passion for letter-writing, as is shown
by the length and number of their epistles, particularly
to the king. The cardinal especially went into a gossip-
ing minuteness of detail, to which few men in his
station would have condescended. But his master, to
whom his letters at this period were chiefly addressed,
“had the virtue of patience in an extraordinary degree,
as is evinced by the faithful manner in which he perused
these despatches, and made notes upon them with his
own hand. \ ‘ SE

The minister occupied a palace in Brussels, and had
another residence at a short distance from the capital.'®
He maintained great pomp in his establishment, was
attended by a large body of retainers, and his equipage
and liveries were distinguished by their magnificence,
He gave numerous banquets, held large Zevées, and, in
short, assumed a state in his manner of living which
corresponded with his station, and did no violence to his

1"bstmd , de Bello Belgico, p. 18 Vandervynckt, Troubles des
88. ‘,a‘ e. ( L Pays-Bas, tom. IL p. 52. :
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natural taste.  'We may well believe that the great lords
of the country, whose ancestors had for centuries filled
its highest places, must have chafed as they saw them-
selves thrown into the shade by one whose fortunes had
been thus suddenly forced to this unnatural height by
the sunshine of royal favor. Their indignation was
heightened by the tricky arrangement, which, while it
left them ciphers in the administration, made them
responsible to the people for its measures. And if the
imputation to Granvelle of arrogance, in the pride of his
full-blown fortunes, was warranted, feelings of a personal
nature may have mingled with those of general discontent.
But, however they may have felt, the Flemish lords
must be allowed not to have been precipitate in the de- -
monstration of their feelings. It is not till 1562 that
‘we observe the cardinal, in his correspondence with -
Spain, noticing any ‘discourtesy in"the nobles, or inti-
mating the existence of any misunderstanding with them.
In the spring of the preceding year we find the prince of
Orange “commending himself cordially and affection-
ately to the cardinal’s good will ;” -and subscribing him-
self, “your very good friend to command.”® In four
months after this, on the twenty-third of July, we have
a letter from this “ very good friend” and count Egmont,
addressed to Philip. In this epistle the writers complain
- bitterly of their exclusion from all business of importance
in the council of state. They were only invited to take
part in deliberations of no moment. This was contrary
to the assurance of his majesty when they reluctantly
accepted office ;' and it was in obedience to his com-
mands to advise him if this should occur that they now
wrote -to' him.” Nevertheless, they should have still

- % Correspondance de Guillaume - ® The mobles, -it. appears, ‘had
le Taciturne, tom. IL p. 15. . . . complained to Philip that they had
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continued to bear the indignity in silence, had they not

found that they were held responsible by the people for

measures in which they had no share.”’—Considering

the arrangement Philip had made for the consulta, one

has little reason to commend his candor in this trans-

action, and not much to praise his policy. As he did

not redress the evil, his implied disavowal of being

privy to it would hardly go for anything with the

injured party. In his answer, Philip thanked the nobles
for their zeal in his service, and promised to reply
to them more at large on the return of Count Hoorne

* to Flanders.”

There is no reason to suppose that Granvelle was
ever acquainted with the fact of the letter having been
written by the two lords. The privilege claimed by the
novelist, who looks over the shoulders of his heroes and

~ heroines when they are inditing their ‘epistles, is also:
enjoyed by the historian.  “With ‘the ‘materials rescued
from the mouldering archives of the past, he can present
. 'the reader with a more perfect view of the motives and
opinions of the great actors in the drama three centuries
ago, than they possessed in respect to one another. This
is particularly true of the period before us, when the
correspondence of the parties interested was ample in
itself, and, through the care taken of it, in public and
private collections, has been well preserved. Such care
was seldom bestowed on historical documents of this
class before the sixteenth century. :
It is not till long—nearly a year—after the date of

tom. IT., Préface, p. ix.) The course
of things under the present regency -

CHAP. vx.] OPPOSED BY THE NOBLES.

been made to act this unworthy part
in the cabinet of the duke of Savoy,

when regent of the Netherlands.
Granvelle, singularly enough, notices
this in a letter to tge Regent Mary,
in 1555, treating it as a mere suspi-
cion on their part. (See Corres-
pondance de Guillaume le Taciturne,

may be thought to show there was
good ground for this suspicion.

2 Correspondance de Philippe IT.,
fom. L p. 195. .

2 Tbid., p. 197.



410 OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT. - [BooK 1

the preceding letter, that anything appears to intimate
the existence of a coldness, much less of an open rupture,
~ between Granvelle and the discontented nobles. Mean-
while, the religious troubles in France had been fast
gathering to a head; and the opposite factions ranged
themselves under the banners of their respective chiefs,
prepared: to .decide the question by arms. Philip the
Second, who stood forth as the champion of Catholicism,
not merely in his own dominions, but throughout
Christendom, watched with anxiety the struggle going
forward in the neighboring kingdom. It had the
deeper interest for him, from its influence on the Low
Countries. His Ttalian possessions were separated from
France by the Alps; his Spanish, by the Pyrenees. But
no such mountain barrier lay between France and
- Flanders. They were not even separated, in the border
provinces, by difference of language. - Every shock given
to France must necessarily be felt in the remotest corner
of the Netherlands. Granvelle ‘was so well aware of this,
that he besought the king to keep an eye on his French
neighbors, and support them in the maintenance of the
Roman Catholic religion.. ‘That they should be main-
tained in this is quite as important to us as it is to
them. Many here,” he adds, “ would be right glad to
see affairs go badly for the Catholics in that kingdom.
No nobls as yet among us has openly declared himself.
3hould any one do so, God only could save the country
rom the fate of France.” # '
" "Acting on these hints, and conformably to his own

views, Philip sent orders

3 ¢« Que bien claro muestran
muchos que no les pesaria de que
fuessen mal, y que, si lo de allé
diesse al través, bien brevemente se

ria_por acé el mismo camino. - Y

a sido muestra dicha, que ninguno

to the regent to raise two

destos sefiores se haya declarado,
ue si lo hiziera alguno, otro que
ios no pudiera estorvar quelo de
aqui no siguiera el camino de Fran- -
cia.” Correspondance de PhilippeIL,
‘tom. L p. 230. i N




R

i
i
]
:
?
H

CIHAP. vx.] . OPPOSED BY THE NOBLES. 411

thousand men, and send them across the borders to
support the French Catholics. The orders met with
decided resistance in the council of state. The great
Flemish lords, at this time, must have affected, if they
did not feel, devotion to the established religion. - But
they well knew there was too large a leaven of heresy
in the country to make these orders palatable. They
felt no desire, moreover, thus unnecessarily to mix them-
selves up with the feuds of France. They represented
that the troops could not safely be dispensed with in
the present state of feeling at home; and that, if they
marched against the Protestants of France, the German
Protestants might be expected to march against them.
Granvelle, on the other hand, would have enforced
the orders. of Philip, as essential to the security of the
Netherlands themselves. Margaret, thus pressed by the
opposite parties, felt the embarrassment of either course.
The alternative presented was, that of disobeying the
king, or of incurring the resentment, perhaps the re-
sistance, of the nation. Orange and Egmont besought
her to convoke the states-general, as the only safe
counsellors in such an emergency. The states had
often been convened on matters of less moment by
the former regent, Mary of Hungary. But the cardinal
had no mind to invoke the interference of that ‘ mis-

- chievous animal, the people.”? He had witnessed a

convocation of the states previous to the embarkation
of Philip; and he had not forgotten the independent
tone then assumed by that body. It had been, indeed,

the last injunction of the king to his sister, on no account
to call a meeting of the national legislature t111 his
return to the country

H.“Cea méchant animal nommé - words, in a letter tothe Lma bed

. le peuple;’—the ‘cardinal’s own P 290.
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But while on this ground Margaret refused to summon
the states-general, she called a meeting of the order of
the Golden Fleece, to whom she was to apply for counsel
on extraordinary occasions. The knights of the order
consisted of .persons of the highest consideration in the
country, including the governors of the provinces. In
May, 1562, they assembled at Brussels. Before meeting
in public, the prince of Orange invited them to a con-
ference in his own palace. He there laid before them
the state of the country, and endeavored to concert with
the members some regular system of resistance to the
exclusive and arbitrary course of the minister. Although
no_definite action took place at that time, most of those
present would seem to have fallen in with the views of
the prince. There were some, however, who took
opposite ground, and who declared themselves content
- with Granvelle, and not disposed - to: preseribe to their
sovereign the choice of 'his ministers.  The foremost of
these were the duke of Arschot, a zealous Catholic, and
Count Barlaimont, president of the council of finance,
and, as we have already seen, altogether devoted to the
minister. = This nobleman communicated to Margaret
the particulars of the meeting in the prince’s palace;
and the regent was careful to give the knights of the
order such incessant occupation during the remainder of
their stay in the capital, as to afford” the prince of
Orange no opportunity of pursumg his scheme of
agitation.”

- Before the assembly of the Golden Fleece had been
dissolved, it was decided to send an envoy to the king to
lay before him the state of the country, both in regard
to the religious excitement, much stimulated in certain

. ® Strada, De Bello Belglco, p- 145 —Correspondance de Plnhppe 1L, -
tom. L p. 20 :
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quarters by the condition of France, and to the financial
embarrassments, which now pressed heavily on the
government.  The person selected for the office was
Florence de Montmorency, lord of Montigny, a cavalier
who had the boldness to avow his aversion to any inter-
ference with the rights of conscience, and whose sym-
pathies, it will be believed, were not on the side of the
minister. '

Soon after his departure, the vexed question of aid to
France was settled in the council by commuting per-
sonal service for money. It was decided to raise a
subsidy of fifty thousand crowns, to be remitted at once
to the French government.” .

Montigny reached Spain in June, 1562. He was
graciously received by Philip, who, in a protracted
audience, gathered from him a -circumstantial account
of the condition of the Netherlands. In answer to the
royal queries, the envoy also exposed the misunderstand-
ing which existed between the minister and the nobles.

But the duchess of Parma did not trust this delicate
affair to the representations of Montigny. She wrote
herself to her brother, in Italian, which, when she would
give her own views on matters of importance, she used
instead of French, ordinarily employed by the secretaries.
In Italian she expressed herself with the greatest fluency,
and her letters in that language, for the purpose of
secrecy, were written with her own hand.

The duchess informed the king of the troubles that
had arisen with the nobles; charging Orange and
Egmont, especially, as the source of them. She accused
them of maliciously ecirculating rumors that the cardinal
had advised Philip to invade the country with an armed
force, and to cut off the heads of some five or six of the

2 Correspondance de Philippe IT., tom. L pp. 210, 214.
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principal malcontents.”” She paid a high tribute to
the minister’s loyalty, and his talent for business ; and
she besought the king to disabuse Montigny in respect
to the common idea of a design to introduce the Spanish
- Inquisition into the country, and to do violence to its
institutions. : :
The war was now openly proclaimed between the
cardinal and the nobles. - Whatever decorum might be
preserved in their intercourse, there was no longer any
doubt as to the hostile attitude in which they were here-
after to stand in respect to each other. In. a letter
written a short time previous to that of the regent, the
cardinal gives a brief view of his situation to the king.
The letter is written in the courageous spirit of one who
does not shrink from the dangers that menace him. After
an observation intimating no great confidence in the
orthodoxy of the prince of Orange, he remarks : *“ Though
the prince shows me a friendly face, when absent he is
full of discontent. They have formed a league against
me,”’ he continues, “and threaten my life. But I have
little fear on that score, as I think they are much too
wise to attempt any such thing. - They complain of my
excluding them from office, and endeavoring to secure
an absolute authority for your majesty. All which they
repeat openly at their banquets, with no good effect on
the people. Yet never were there governors of the
provinces who possessed so much power as they have,

or who had all appointments more completely in their -

own hands. In truth, their great object is to reduce
your majesty and the regent to the condition of mere
ciphers in the government.” _ ; : :

“ They refuse to come to my table,” he adds, “ at
@ «A qui ils imputent d’avoir  force, pour conquérir le pays.” Tbid.,

. €crit au Roi quil fallait couper une - p. 203,
demi-douzaine de tétes, et veniren . - -




