,(THE FISH-MARKET AT CADIZ

e peeit o vhotel keeper or' shop dlrector,_ When hlS .

harvest has been an ‘ample one; go out to' get a- fow’
* pesetas, ‘or even dollars,” changed  into ¢ cuartos’
- (farthings), and return home’ with the ‘beggar’s store

~wrapped up in two or three little paper packets. " The

~ other day I met the landlord of my own hotel rei:urn'-‘j

_ ing with his little freight of the same sort..- He Leld -

_up the two Welghty httle packets W1th glee-—“ Po1 la: -
: carldad ‘Sefior.” e

Here is the boatmans tavern, not very temptm :
: b_but one man, evidently a Portuguese ﬁsherman, Just
landed from a long sea beat, is sitting down enjoying = .

his  fried” fish- and, ‘bread: and black Oatalan wine; -

‘,_'»_,;‘,nothmg but the coarser kmds of fish, fried,” and -sold
,._-i_f__jwhen cold with Catalan or. Val-de-Penas wine, and
' aguardiente, are sold in:this-humble venta. All along;

,;under shelter of. the wall that shuts s out from ‘the
v '-gay town, are countless frult-stalls, gaudy with pamt il
! and ‘still more ga.udy with the fruits of the season,

* half-ripe oranges, huge brown, rough-slunned pump-

: " kins (calavasos), weighing from 60 lb. to 100 Ib:yand -~ .

~looking, for all the world, like a piece of the trunk of

~ ‘an elm-tree with the bark on; strings . of “ajo,” or ‘

;gaﬂlc, gracefully festooned over’ the doorway ; heaps. 2

~.of dandelion thistle-stalks; quinces,’ ‘medlars, lemons,
~ and bananas from the opposﬁ:e coast . of Africa, Tipe

- and unripe, all together, with the br1ght winter. sun,

. and the foreground of deep-blue sparklmg sea;, and
' - the Babel of tongues—for all is noise, and Work work, i
" 'work—forming’ a most p1cturesque scene. Oh for a,”

il pamter’s hand and brush ! -

7 Come with me a few stepe further, and we' ﬂw111 .
,'lvwalk through that long, low, covered building along
| the sea, around Whlch a crowd of early cmadas (come :
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to buy ‘fish for breakfast), boatmen, and fishermen are -
elbowmg and shouting.  This is- ‘the  Fish-Market, |

or ¢ Plaza, de Pescado.” - So crowded is it—for fish
’_:here is cheap and plentlful and therefore within the
_reach of all—-that one can hardly elbow one’s way

- This market s celebrated for the numbers and
variety of its ﬁsh many. of which are of the gaudiest
- colours, - many of the most ‘uncouth and distasteful
.. shape and appearance ; ‘many seem to be sea-reptlles,
'without any pretence to being fish at all. '
) Pescatology is a 'most interesting study, but I defy
“any.one to ‘make ‘out clearly the mames” of -these
dlﬁ'erent varieties of fishes, good-humoured and ready,_
o explam all about them as are the sellers. However,
T will glve, as nearly as'I can; the notes of my two
“hours in the Fish-Market of Cadiz: : The details may
interest and be a help to some scientific. persons..
~-Here is a, pile of eight or nine of (what appear to
be) enormous  sea-bream.”. - The hues- of this bream.
are beautiful ; it has just. come ‘out of the hoats.
colour of the greater part of ‘the body is light pmk
“and lilac; the tail, bright pink; head, almost purple; -
fins; brownish-red; eye, very large. This fish is called .
x by the’ ﬁshermen £ ardo,” which Word in Spanish,
would be equlvalent to lilac-grey. One of these I
i;‘measured and found its Iength to be two feet and a
“half;. breadth half a foot; it is thick and heavy, but
‘not a clumsy, fish, and is sold at one peseta the pound.
But, remember, the pound of fish or of beef in Spanish -
‘markets means two pounds Avoudupms, 80, when you
are told by the seller, ¢ This weighs 20 Ib.,” remember
;1t 15 '40'1b. Avou'dupms. I shall use pounds for pounds
‘jAvou'dupoxs in my estlmate. , These brcam are caught




' by hook -

‘" weighs thirty-six" pounds Av01rdupo1s This is .the
_ far-famed “mero,” which shares with the salmonete, or:.

. red-mullet, the honour of being the finest flavoured

B ’ _land, and is sold by the pound, cut. up in slices, and -
ok d1 essed with tomatoes or other savoury vegetables. -

e " three feet'in length. . They have, however; none of -
- the plumpness of 'the ‘cod of; the Enghsh waters, and’{;

117 Vare | catight with hook and line.. 1 Welghed one. of i

: : ‘peseta and a half per pound. i
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nd lme at mght about ﬁfteen to twenty
" miles off shore. ¢ :
it Here is a strange creature, lookmg, Wlth 1ts short, °
,;;?thwk ‘semi-oval body, like.a great log of polished -
T Wood « It 18 redd1sh—b1own in colour, and this. specl-"f? ;
- men, about, I should say, a foot and a half in length, &

v fish in. Spam - It is caught about twenty miles from .

‘. Here is a-heap of what. look like ‘emaciated: and, ;
elonga.ted ‘cod-fish; s11very-wh1te in colour, two to -

_‘are ot very. h1ghly ‘esteemed by the Spaniards.
_ This fish is called in the market ¢ corvina.”  They

o these, and it weighed forty poumds; i e
... Here is a heap of the ¢ sa]monetes, or red-mullets,
'caught in the nets early this’ morning ten miles off
. shore. .- This fish is the. damty, the luxury of the
x Gadltaman epicure.. Fried in herbs and tomatoes,
- ~or with plain butter, it is alike rich-and full-flavoured. =
; It is the ¢ Sultan al hut ” the king of fishes of the ey
. -Moors:  Other and good fish sell for about one peseta. ;
- (four: reals) per pound—the kmg ﬁsh is valued at a L

- From the sea-wall of Cadiz many of these ﬁsh are :
B caught with a common hook and line, the bait bemg'f%'-
o ]frequently bread, or a preparation of meal. . [
. Hereisa heap of white, swkly-lookmg—one hardly"f”
;knows What to. call it, fish, ﬂesh or fowl——ﬁshes :
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; ;Some of them, lookmg l1ke httle hollow tubes of Whlte
flesh, (for! the fisherman has drawn outthe poor
“aninial’s shell from inside him!) with a string of
.'whlte, fleshy, ‘tender feelers, -are the . Well-known
- % calamar;” so called, I suppose,  from “calamo,” a
~ hollow reed, or ‘flute. . These are torn off from the,"
 rocks with an iron hook; they are stewed with rich -
.- gravy and kidneys, and. have a pecuhar crisp kind -
~of flesh. Many are potted in"oil, and sent into the
; mtenor, where, during the hot months, when meat
. is unobtainable, or so. tough -as tovbe: useless for the :
table, I have often eaten them for dinner.:| = . .
I The other fish here of the same nature are those -
‘ called by the fishermen “choccles.”” " The shells drawn
“from these are strung up in festoons about the market
to. dry _They are called * conchas de" chocele,” and
4o about eight _inches long “They have a kind of
_ substance inside, which is then sold to the tailor or
~ cloth-cleaner, ‘who uses it, when powdered to take'
: _stains of grease from his cloth Wk :

name, ‘equivalent in- Enghsh to- ¢ t1ght-st1ckers 58
suppose  from - the . tenacity - W1th Wh1ch -the poor '
creatures chng to their Toeks; i it i inbing
. Here are good English Wh1t1ng in abundance they
~are called ¢ pescadillas.” = . = ©
. Here s a bright-red basketful' These l1ttle ﬁsh :
barely - two inches long, are-called here ¢ carpetes”;
‘they are fried, and eaten by the poorest.. Here a basket :
 of fish like herrings, but thinner, and with a longer tail ;.
these’ are called “‘ aureles,” and :are of a grey colour.‘
~ They are said to be the worst, most bony, and there-
fore cheapest fish in ' the market; they  are about
six mches in length Here is a basket of small short,l




~ colour and lilac tint : these are. confined to Spanish
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chubby ﬁsh, each about four inches long, of cream

~waters, and are calléd ¢ parchangs” ; I know not why; -

= but possibly from the toughness of ‘their skm, ‘the -
- Spanish word for ‘parchment being. parche t» Here
. are some-San Pedros’ (the English John Dory); these.

i -f“ale fine fish, and are hlghly esteemed here. - Mark
-~ thosé two criadas screaming- over that fine fellow,f}-r
oy everythlng, in Spamsh buymg -and. selling, must be.
and can only be ‘doné .in one or two ways. . First,

~ there i the screaming way; that is. pursued by the 32

- criadas, and lower orders. . It:consists in this: the

seller asks a .certain price (always double what he.

fv.‘fexpects) for ‘an’ article; the buyer offers one-half
- both:of them scream at each other.: The one says,—=

© “What & scoundrel ‘hombre (man), you are to ask
such alotl” " 'The: other says;—it You, have insulted.
- me by oﬁ'ermg me ‘one-half my price.” At last
A, surely bit slowly, the seller yields his pomt i
- Let me digress one moment. It is 1nterest1ng to-_f i

observe that the" Spa,mards always call one another,‘ o
~ if strangers (among the lower cla.sses), by the genenc

~ name * hombre,” "which merely means “man.”. It =

- . is also worthy of note that you rarely find a SPamard"

-+ have any. pet name for his donkey . or mule.  We

~call even a “donkey “Jack” or ¢Neddy.” The " &

"_'Spamard on the other hand, calls his donkey and
. mule snnply by thelr generlc names of & Mulo 3 and

]y-;.“ Borrico.”: s
- = Thig frequent use of the generlo Word o hombre
_ in conversation reminds one of the written Scnptures, ;

" where ¢ Woman, - where are those thine: accusers r‘"'ﬁ‘:v
. words ‘from 'our Blessed Lord’s own lips, and St.

i Peters avowal « Man I am not, 2 have often, untll I




UNTR obDEN SPAI.

‘came_ to- Spain, ysounded harsh to ‘my ears ;
_thmgs, alas! bear out the ‘1d10ms, &c., of Holy Writ
Thus; the ox who treads: out the corn in Spam is
called ‘the unmuzzled ox.’

~But - this is a dlgressmn , ] _
# dealing ” is the more dlgmﬁed and the one pursued
:by all classés. - ‘A seller asks a price. You. knOW, of
' course, that it is double what he’ expects.. You simply
. shrug your shoulders, say your ¢ adios,” and walk
“away.  Next. day you pass. (by ohance, of course')-
" down the samestreet, pass the same- shop.” In ‘s
moment you hear. from your friend the half- hlss, half;
whisper, ¢ Pish, pish,” which is universal in Southern.
Spain as a means of callmg attentlon._ You turn back,
and ask, in a: nonchalant way,.“ What do: you “want ?.
It’s a lovely day Out conies the article'in question;
offered - you ‘atia reasonable rate !l This system of
buymg and sellmg is un1versa.l in Spm

if. they deserved the name the fishermen glve them,
¢ cazones,” or ¢ huntsmen,” from the Spamsh i cazar,

: These are caught in the nets, and weigh -
from 3 1b. to 50 Ib., but they are of small value,,, and‘
eaten only by the very poorest.. .

fHere is a heap of tiny sea-bream, for I know 10
what else to call them. They are about four inches
long, and brown and white in colour; they & are very
: plent1ful -and. are: called “vesugos., i Close to them
lie a dozen or more - ‘of rounder, flatter,

4 bream1ﬁed each Welghmg half-a-pound ' They are.




"~ ‘more.  But you must not call these tiny s11verl1ngsf:_i
- sprats!. - The Spaniards (it is the Repubhcan era Now, :

‘ name of ‘ Pescao del Rey,” 1. e., king-fish."

" Spanish { rascar,” to seratehsii, oo

- (reptile-like, yet caught in deep-sea mets!)- Schoalasot
" 'scaleless, slimy, tiny “babosas,” of brown and speckled
- hues; they -are called babosas, i.e., the dnbblers,

| ,You know him by his long, tapering, pointed snout, .
. and his soldier’s jacket and- blazing eye. These are‘:-

e They are about five feet long, muddy brown in colour,
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- called “mo]aros and are- falrly good—-—eatable,
Uany rate, when nicely cooked.” - v

= Plenty of spotted sea-trout are- to be had “called
5 hele, from  tlieir shining glossy" scales, “hsas » 2By
~.them hes a heap of ‘what looks like sprats, and nothmg

- remember) : call these unaristocratic mmtals by.:. the

"1 Here is a barrel full of sluny-lookmg ﬁsh about
; "Tthree inches and”a half long. They are black, and
- green, and mottled all over, and-from: their sharp row' .

~“of bristles ‘are called ¢ rascalsos,” scratchers, ﬁom the i

i'Here are Tlittle silver “Raphaels,” oval-shaped and
ﬂashmg in' the sun’ like & new. shilling: - ¢ Cabritas. 2
-« (little klds), of dark chocolate skin, very small,’ and

_,from a word in Spamsh meaning to slaver, or spit. %
" Here, again; is-an old English friend, the red-gurnet

- some of the boniest, coarsest, cheapestfish in the market >
i and are called “rublos” (red-ﬁsh) or “ garnaos.” '
. But, only look beneath your feet.  Here he two
b ‘ammals, whether fish or reptile I cannot say, nelther
~can I take down their long, unpronounceable name.

~ in shape between a ﬁsh and a frog ; they are eaten, I
' am told, “ by the poor.” ' Alas! how many shapeless .
L ,thmgs fall to.the ot of, ¢ tho ‘poor "—the. poor; ¥ Whom’
We are told the. good G‘rod loveth so Well‘ 5




Look at that basket of anguﬂas (sea eels), thei
- dark, sap-green, slimy, shppery sides. - They seem: to.
- make no difference between head and ta1l they are

nearly all one foot long. - ' T

' No lack of brothers for the red gurnet".ﬂ
fscaleless, to .all appearance,” as ‘himself is. yonder
“garnao,” or s’cony gurnet By his sidé lie heaps of red
and silver ¢ entong,” ‘a fish- about eight inches long,
‘silvery, with red fins, and stomach and back, at their
ridge bearing a good show of pnckles. - Around h1m,‘
as though for a garmsh, lies a ring of ¢ gambas,” a tiny
sort of prawn.” ‘And mow we have a most strange and
unsightly. fellow, one foot long. - He has three large
blunt;" pomtless fins, more like. small ﬂappers ‘he has
no. scales, but his skin is sl1my and i icy cold; he ig
in colour a stony-creamy ground, but. covered with.
‘brown’ spots, regularly placed ; his stomach; which i 18
(quite flat, is white; his‘'nose broad and blunt like a
very WIde triangle; his tail is flat, and has’ no break:

n it, square at the end.’ He is called a “pintaroja,”.
and one can readﬂy see ‘why. He is: beautlfully
painted, W1th his spotted skin ;-but his shape is very
‘awkward, so. he is called pmtarqa, from the Spanish
pmtarrago, which means a bunglmg plcture or pamt-
ing.:: O Spanish fishers' sal! = = -

,: ‘Wonderful to stimulate’ the hard-worked bram of
man-——here, asin England,—is the sole, large and small.
Beefsteaks do not supply the waste of brain; but soles
and some other sea-ﬁsh do, I have often observed.:




i own experience, and the teaching of one of the most

A broym, w1th regular scarlet bars ‘all along' his body;

Ao br1stles, like the edge of a mountain. ‘His fellow,
" also with" horizontal bars, lies close by hlm, the''

- all wide-mouthed fish, whether with or W1thout scales,

- English fisherman, as he returns to shore in his

" on the Sussex coast), throws aside a certain amount of
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: "“»you ‘desire. to Work beyond bounds your muscles,
drmk beer, and’ eat bread and beefsteaks and pota- '

“toes. ” If you' desire to work your - brain- beyond--"»:*
* bounds, live upon solé, and drink claret;  these will (L
~ do'not speak in joke, but am merely chromchng my

;'_sclentlﬁc doctors in Spam) supply the waste of bram"‘ff"-
. as far as the fish is concerned -and-the claret will make'
5 "thought and language flow more freely than Wlll beer
'3 And Wha.t says the old G‘rerm'm proverb ?—- FE

3 U'
ki _“ He who beer shall drmk e
o Beer w1ll surely thmk 17 5' e i

o 0o Here is a p11e of ﬁsh called serranos” (z e. serrata)
_~Bach'one 1s' from six to eight inches Tlong, and dark-

hig back is completely. covered with & row of sharp .-

. ‘tjereda,” a bright silver fish, seven inches long, with :
- Dblack bars along h1s S1de But lns back has very few
e _‘_‘pnckles ) e
" And now we stop in Wonde1ment to know what on:
" earth these reptiles (for ‘they are little better) do,
- spread out on the deal plank that forms the counter
. of the fish-market. By the fishermen they are all
known by the generic name of “sapos (Anglzcé toads). ©
- But each one has his specific name. = Indeed, nearly

. are called by the ﬁshermen roughly sapos, just as an :

lugger to sell his fish on the beach by Dutch auction =
(if you know what that means—it is the usual mode .
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‘d1ff'e1ent specles of Worthless ﬁsh calhng them all
¢ the Tubbish.?. . : b

"..:',Hele is one sort the typo or type of all the:seas
-toads, and truly he ¢s a sea-toad, and. nothing more
He is.all head his mouth stretches, from_flapper t
'ﬂ'tpper ‘he has two. tiny eyes, set wide apart; hi
~ mouth is all but square; all head ‘and shoulders; . h
suddenly tapers down ‘to a thin and squar e-cut tail
- he has no scales, . but a. skin like that of a toad . QL
ﬁ'og, he is ‘broad at the shoulders, about four 1nche
across, and in length seven inches; his belly is Wh1te,;
fleshy, and flat; on the top of' hlS back ‘is one long,
narrow fin; the colour of - ‘his body and his fldppers is"
mottled brown and black. He is, as the type of the
am1ly, dlgmﬁed by the name of * the toad”: among
:‘-the ﬁshermen Is he eaten‘? “Senor 1 he certalnlyf

% ‘_Here 1s another of the famﬂy, much hke the first,
“He is_a flat fish, (?) nine inches long, in colour of a
light stone-colour, with white belly, very slimy andf
‘slippery ;. you cannot hold him.  His mouth and tail
“are absolutely qulte square; his two ﬁappe1s, extendmg
the three parts of the way down his body, are oblongs; P
_on the lower (tail) end of his flat back he has two tiny
triangular fleshy fins; but he is more graceful and
tapers more gradually than the last. Cut off. his head
. and fins, and put scales upon his body, and he would'_,
“be a nimble and graceﬁllly-shaped figh.: oravy ol

_ Here is yet another reptile, much hke the last but

f his elght inches of length two inches are devoted‘_
to his long fleshy snout. . He, like all this family, has
“_'no teeth, and seems to live by suction ; he measures
” nme inches in length and is of a dusty brown, mottled:
He is caught i in. the nets, well abused,
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l1ke all his. famﬂy, for the' room he takes up (he i
~ very valueless) and finally cooked and eaten! : But, ‘
takmg a glance from the fish-market into the world :
s it so very uncommon to abuse a person Well and.
" then make use of him? = e S
. Hereisa ¢ safio,” or cong'rlo, a kmd of conger-eel
- with two tiny fins, a long black line down the-spine
“of his flat back, and ‘glistening in hl.S hues of br1ght
11lac deepemng into purple. = -'. :
 Here are,. lying on the .ground, & shoal of small‘
‘ hsheb, bright-red in colour, with brown mottles. - The
: most noticeable feature in them is their four groups of
~ sharp bristles on their sharp-pointed backs; and, on
:theu' ‘sides, half-way to the stomachs, another smaller;}
TOoW.! They are p1t1fu1 for the table, and one can only
p1t the sea—ﬁsh who: gets one of them into his: mouth..
y ;Lre called - “drascarcms » - The most striking
featme n these ve1y small ﬁsh is that thelr tail ends.f”
- almost 'in'a point.. It would seem to me that, owing =
to their long line of fortifications, they do not stand
50 much in need of a rudder, not being pursued by -
the larger fish, gs are their more palatable companions. .
: -Be tlus as it may, one who loves natural history sees -
: constantly all. around lnm the well-ordered beauty
" ‘and wisdom of Nature in.these matters. The poet
Cowper has beautlfully sa1d in one of lns poems,

: \s.

: “I would not reckon * monnr my friends the man
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm

Nor Would I But what a blessmg to know—smce
~men who have devoted time to that study assure us of -
“the fact—that the nervous organization of the lowest

creatures, Who cra.Wl about defenceless, and are neces- -
: '-3 - sarily. crushed by foot of passer—by or caruage—wheel
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s small and not suscept1ble', :1n other words ‘that the
lower we: descend in the animal creat1on, _the: less
: jdeveloped are ‘those organs from which sensmveness
or. feeling proceeds..n Surely_ tlllS‘IS a proof of the
All-Wise I+ ey ‘ Sk
! And now to. return “to the famﬂy of ‘sea-toads!
. Here' are . two’ who' really ‘deserve that appellation
- This one has no susp1c1on of a fish about him at all.
. His flat scaleless body is just like that of a toad, but
- not so long proport1onately, or so graceful, for his bod
_is much broader than-it is long; still; he has’a. taﬂ
- (merciful Prov1dence ) to'‘make up th1s deﬁc1ency
Well, here he is; his mouth like the end of a (very
w;de) triangle ; eyes, “close’ together; body flat,” one
'_foot in length, one foot five inches in. breadth ; tail,;
‘one foot. long ;. colour, l1ght-brown, W1th mnumerable_
'-dark brown spots two small ﬂappers on e1the1' 31de

pa.rt-way down on the top of his flat, ﬂeshy tail. "He
is called by the name of ‘¢ ‘ dralga,” or ¢ drayal and i
only fit to be made into. sauce. His companion, touchf
ing. h1m, has absolutely no. shape -at all, and I cannot
describe him!: He is a foot long, and nine inches
across his widest part; he is all head and shonlders,_
h1s mouth end (Where his mouth should be) is as broad
;j:_'and shapeless as his side;. he is flat, light- bellied, has
- a fish’s tail, two or three shapeless ﬂappers, and in
~ colour he is brown and wlnte, with some fifty- large
7 :7'black spots on hlS back He s called a hmblerara
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_,Here. re Joaskets full of wha,t in. England we. should
call ¢ all sorts.”_, '
J uveles, salvalos, dorados, are all. reckoned among
. the choice fish of Cadiz; but none are here to-day.
As we pass out, one or two ﬂog—ﬁsh (sometlmes called
% pmtaro;os) are bemg cut up in slices on the rough
stones, and’ sold 'to a poor’ and hungry-lookmg, but
ontented and kmdly crowd e Poor dear thmgs, good
'pet1te to them
- Step. out’ quickly; please. ;;-Here are: the Mun1c1pa1 :
Guards olearmg the market, for it is tén o’clock, and
thero ; goes the bell. ’ “The Flsh-Malket is only allowed\_f'z
to be open from five to ten in the morning, and in the
afternoon from three  to- ﬁve._. See, the wet sea—water‘
cloths ™ are bemg drawn over’ ‘the ﬁsh that are_left
j_-_basket ‘in_hand, the purchasers are walking away

-smgly or m groups ‘and already the sellers, ‘who just.

. NOW . Were 50 busy. and eager, are s1tt1ng down besxde :
their. remnants of ﬁsh a.nd le1surely~- hghtmg theu‘:
::cwanllos. A . !

s ‘-Lanwostlnas—langostmas muy frescas. G‘rlouous 3

" sound! " This cry, “Fresh prawns,” s not confined - &
- 'to the hours of the market, but may be hea,rd ‘at

4 "any' trmo, in the streets or here,. The prawns, -called
) inas, @ e, small lobsters, langosta bemg the
i Spamsh for-a lobster, are Worthy of their name. They :

- are caught in-the lacroons, or sea-marshes, but are not -

':':vvery plentiful. “Their size. is worth not mg I mea-

- “sured two of them, and the length- was over six inches, . -

~and their stoutness proportmnato. They are sweet
: ;‘md tender, but not so full of the cnsp salt-sea ﬂavour :
- as are their more modest English brothers.
" ‘There:is a sight, which, whether seen at. Covent
Garden or in the F1sh Markets of Spam, always Wakes :
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.a”chord of p1t1fulness and tendernebs in' my:. heart i

‘is the sight of the decent poor buymg ‘the refuse’ fish,

‘or fruit, or whatever it may be. . Here are poor care-

‘worn Spamsh gudewives, carrying home in their l1ttle

_cestas, or baskets, (a Spanish criada’s first. ‘request is
~ always for a “cesta muy bonita,” very pretty. basket,
* to-go to market with!) the refuse fish for her coarse
_ mid-day fry. - Look into her basket, and you will see
~small fish covered with prickles, bony red- -gurnet, and
- & slice of pintarojo, or some of the toad-fish described
_above.. It certainly ought to make their well-to-do
neighbours contented and thankful, and ready to help'
those less blessed than themselves. i

~When I see this sight, or, sadder still, the p001=
Spanish mother enter the chemist’s shop for her sick
child’s" little “ dole of magnesia, which: among ‘the
Spanish lower classes is mixed with orange-juice, and
‘considered a panacea, a sovereign remedy for the ills of
“los nmos, ’and drag out with d1£ﬁculty her tiny store
of cuartos in llopes that it will cover the amount, T
own to oftenwvolunteermg (perhaps the el:nld for whomi
it is destined would not bless me for my interference )
‘to pay for a much larger dolé; and. the poor things are.
ever: grateful and ‘surprised, as with- beaming.. eyes'-
- they glve the simple blessing, ¢ Our Lord (or Our
- Lady) give you good health for ever.” Such, little
. sights as these, often passed by by the careless ob- 7
-server, are, I find, if properly taken, an excellent
- medicine for a dlscontented or réstless mind, and a
medicine which I would prescribe for every. Enghsh ;
lady who suffers from the disease called ennus. Many
of those who read these ‘pages may have read th
~ Glerman story on’ this same subject. It is a veryj
' touching one, and is called ‘The. Chnstmas Trees
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and it Just hlts off my present:pomt The Ch1ld of 4
Comfort has a Christmas tree, as do all North- German -

‘children: his' tree ‘gives him hooks, and toys, and -

“cakes, and bon-bons; his heart rejoices at-his store.
'Presently he | goes to visit the Christmas presents of
‘8 neighbouring child, the Child of Wealth. - The Child.
‘of Wealth has a pony, and a' carriage, and a purse of
"'gold “Discontented at his own lot, morbid, and ‘en-
vious; to his ‘home_ returns the Chﬂd of Comfort; he
throws. aside his’ modest j joys, and; like the bereaved
mother of prophetic lore, refuses to be comforted.:
His ' mother and father; hard-working m1ddle-classf'
'people, sit in solemn consultation, and at last prescribe
, medicine for his disease.” It is midnight; the mother
ises; she takes her dlscontented child by the hand,
-and leads hlm, he knows not Whlther, along the crisp -
nd snowy streets ;" up- one alley they go: -and down
nother, in the quarter of the poor. At last they climb
: rlcketty, creaking staircase, to its top; the mother
"knocks at the rusty door, ‘and a feeble child’s ‘voice
says, ‘‘ Come in.” " The mother pushes her child i,
‘and herself goes away. There is but one little tenant
of the room, the Child of Poverty ; he is ill, sitting up -
‘in bed; his hands are clasped in- prayer; before him
lie a rosy-cheeked apple, and. two tiny coloured wax:
tapers these are his Chnstmas presents, and for these
‘heis thankmg God! 5 S
i The mother retmns, and W1thout a Word leads her :
- child home again. ¢ The l1ttle child you have seen,
‘my son, is the child of our charwoman he d1es of
‘hip-disease, and he is happy.”: P
The effect of this medmme 18 (hke that of ‘most
:mechcmes) on’ the MOITOW,' when Comfort. takes to
Poverty one-half of h1s own Chnstmas oﬁ"ermg




: The storyiis so beautlful that one may be pardoned
for havmg introduced its. leadmg features. . It always.
‘comes into my mind when in presence of the scenes
‘above alluded 10 e it !

On the morrow after my visit o therF1sh-Ma,1ket L
was turned out of bed by my waiter at an early hou1
‘Two - fishers from the sea”. wanted .me_ below.
hurried down, and there were two mahogany-faced
“ fishermen " of the sea” (pescadores de la mar) awaif
- ing me with.a huge basket of every. queer kind of ﬁeh
and. reptlle caught during the night. We looked them’
over:one by one;’ and when this task was done, Lin
quired,—¢ Shall you  eat them all ?”—¢ Yolo creo?
(“I beheve you ”), was the hearty answer.

crowd I confess 1 did not‘hke it. Next mommg,;
when I arose, he stood outside my s1tt1ng-room, two.
great sacks of contraband " cigars before. him.- “He
~had heard me. wranghng about the exorbitant price
asked for some. cigars in some shop or other, and had,
‘seen me Ieave empty-handed tracked me. home. to m
;_den, “and marked me down,” as we say among th
stubbles, for to-morrow. . -

,,‘Glonous is the ‘breeze from the sea; pretty is the
1ght of the shoals of pamted boats, Wlth their naved
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ts,: and. ,tlghtly-furled lateen-salls,: bendmg in a
graceful curve: .over the boat from end to end.. Some'
are” hghters, some ﬁshmg, SOmMe - pleasure, some ﬁult,i
some cargo: boats..  There are the famous ¢  falucas,”:
often spelt by. Enghshmen “feluccas,” but by Spaniards

“,faluas. ’: They have one mast and huge lateen-sail,:

and are, cap1tal sea-boats. .. They are only *‘ coasters,”.
and - carry cargo and passengers to the coast-towns
elgh_’_ and nine mlles off returmng on the followmg
day, with fruit, &o. o ‘

: That large 20-ton lugger, her sides pamted in lines
of : yellow, red, blue, green, and black, is a ¢ rasca
_P"rtugesa,” so called I presume, from ‘ rascar,’ 2.  to

_~are¢!’of two. kmds.. The “pareJas T SLE pa1rs ” s0
alled because they hunt only in. couples. . These are
he boats Wh1ch do all th‘e ﬁshmg W_lth "nets, ;
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v,_long, and carr y one mast and lateen-sall W1th a‘crew:’
of four men and a boy. They work together, always
~ going out in pairs, for purposes of safety, and because -

-+ two boats are required to fish with nets, accordmg to =

" the fashion of the country.. One boat lies still, while the . 5

other does what is called ¢ carry round” the nets: ‘They \

lie-to for the night within signalling ‘distance of each-
- other, the signal being a shrill whistle. The fishing

-~ grounds are about twenty miles off the Spanish shore ;.

- but they go out in all weathers, sometimes even up to

i Cape St. Vincent northward ;. or southward ‘ rlght

along the African coast. All thls depends, of course,
upon' the wind. ‘Tt is marvellous what a sea these
boats, with their one lateen-sail often lying right down -
“on the water, and the boat’s side actually shipping -
_ water, will weather. They are, in th1s respect like
our own Deal lugger. =/
..;The, other kind of ﬁshmg-boat is entlrely devoted
to,.ﬁshmg with hook- and line. - These are called
ke palangeros - They also carry one mast and lateen-
sail ;. they are seldom above elghteen or’ twenty feet
n“length ‘but oarry ‘more -men  than their. larger
fellows. They go about nine m11es out, at sundown
and each: man takes. two hnes, baits them, and the
line of four or five men are soon leamng over either
“side of the boat, and fishing t111 dawn of day Some-
times they get enormous fish. i ;
... The number of ﬁshmg-boats in. the harbour of
Cadiz is not large. - _Eight parejas, twenty palangeros,
“and three ﬁshmg—steamers, complete the fishing=fleet.
- But there are hosts of others. - ¢ Batteas,” large flat-
 bottomed boats, used for taking cargoes of staves or
- wine-casks from the shallow water of the shore to the
lighter lymg half a-nnle out, & Laols, a kmd of faluca,
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| but Wearmg a m1zen-sa11 Larger and smaller m13t1cos,
‘the former often being two-masted, and going as far
~as Barcelona or "Malaga for cargoes of fruit, be1ng
‘estimated at s1xty tons burden.; All' these, and a
‘nameless multitude of others, are thlckly studded all
over the harbour. .

* :The fishermen are sa1d to drmk Probably, to a
certam extent, they do, but not to the extent that the
Engllsh fishermen. do. = Their fare is: Very rough'
* Bread and fried fish (frled in sayoury oil, of course),
 with aguardlente (amseed ‘and . coarse . cognac) and

- black, ‘Catalan - wine;: these last are 'their luxuries.
- Yet they scem a bronzed ‘healthy, happy set, and'if

Wlth all their penls and pnvatlons—for the wmds are

very "_treacherous ‘off  this- coast, and the tides; of .

_immense’ power—they seem to treat hfe as a jest,’ and

‘death as the mere. bowmg 1o the + audience’ and
Walkmg oﬂ’ the stage of the actor when h1s part 18

The observant Wonderer Wﬂl be fan'ly surprlsedb at
‘the light-heartedness of the Spanish poor; at .their -
glee at a trifle; at their laughter, even when. in rags;
‘50 long as the -sun shines. - But what says their own
- proverb 9-—-—“Deba30 -de una capa rota, ‘hay buen
bebidor,” 7. e.; ¢ Many a ragged coat. enJoys his wine.”
“We. Wander on down the wharf. = A little way in
shore, ‘to the right, lies the trlmly-kept English -
cemetery Close ‘along shore the sun is shut out -
by uncouth p1les of buildings.  These are the Wine -
Stores, or “Aguadas,”_ of Enghsh ‘French, and
Spanish merchants. . Their little piers, for rolhng the
“rich barrels on to their lighters, jut out into the blue
_ sea.  We enter one of the largest, and leave is given,
comteously and at once, to-walk through its dark W1de :




enormous barrel full of sherry ‘One Iooks, W1th all
‘one’s six feet, like ‘a shrimp beside it: it holds elght ;
thousand gallons of ‘sherry, ‘of ‘this year’s vintage.
;There is nothing to see but row after row of barrels of
bwme—Vmo de Jerez, de Ma]aga, -de Oporto, and
every sort of wine.  There are mno less than six
“thousand barrels full on these premises alone, varymg :
each from 56 to 112 gallons. Just outside, as we return,
_are some twenty Spanish’ and Moorish' whmf-men,
Tloading a battea with staves, as they stand - up to their
‘middles in the blue water; their costume is of every -
colour under the sun; all are bare-legged bare to thei
waist almost, but glrdled for decency s sake.”

- As we return, a little child, en passant, selzes my :
‘hand ‘and gives it a smacking kiss,* It is some tiny
elatron of my guide, and does s0 for courtesy s sake,
“seeing | an English” ¢ caballero - w1th him.: "In the °

or, I have often known a’ strappmg fellow of
ﬁye-and-twenty perform the same act, as a mark of
respect and admu-atmn, if you shall have helped him
b0 'raise ‘a weight on to his back, or performed ‘any
other little act of ]nndness to him [ 2 aiid s
“And here comes a decent-lookmg matron, none
other than the verltable wife of my rough gmde.
They laugh chatter, and smlle at one another, and :
she invites -us. to ‘their humble - house, with true"
"Spamsh courtesy and d1gmty combmed As we pass.
her worthy husband says, when T comphment
h1m*on his' choice of a partner for life, ¢ Bien; she .
“is’an old good thmg, and I like her, and 50 Wlll you,
“Sefior; because she is so ‘quiet.” g
: _LThere was - httle to remark on our homeward ;
_journey, but I saw the rare sight (in Spain) of two
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“.half' seas over”—in other words, men who
.had as we should say . by an euphemlsm unknoWn
- to the sober Spamards  had just one. glass of ‘wine.”
They met, and paseed “Vaya 'usted con : Dios,”
~said the one: Who ﬁrst recocrmzed h1s acquamtance.
““Vaya usted con”’——Dios, he was going to say, but
‘a lurch toward the wall prevented the blasphemy. :

: ;Of course, ‘it is nothing more for a tipsy Spamard
,__to use- this, salutation than for a tipsy Englishman
to say to another, equally tipsy, ¢ Grood—bye,” ‘which
“means just the same thing but, by’ our corruption,
the Divine name is. lost} and~ e Iudicrosity and -
»blasphemy of two tlpsy men saymg to ‘each' other,
1’ a8 many words, God go w1th thee,”’ did - strike
me at the:time. “» . <r i

L1tt1e conversa’uons ‘with” the "suffermg ; Spamsh
oor, - Who ‘have deep feelings and. great faclhty of
xpression, often form a close to my: walks. - Here
. is ‘the ‘sentiment of one who had. suffered much ‘and
long.  Is it not a strange ‘mixture of “trust’, Wlﬂlj‘
despair, of truth with absenco of logic ?— Giod has
“tried hard to break my heart for these ten years past,:
but, thank God! He has not done 1t yet e :

-And now it is d1nner-t1me. S i
Since wntmg the above, I have. been to see a very

,vﬁne 4 take .of ﬁsh caught in the Stralts of Gibraltar
by hook and hne, off, the  African coast deep-sea
fisheries. They consisted chiefly of “pargos,” weighing
about 201b. each, all just come down from the boat,
: and of a br1ght lilac-pink. I find some of the fishers
call them pardos, as ertten above. 'They are caught :
off the African coast, with a strong, rope and iron-
100k.  The others were corvmas, spoken of aboy
Those, however, that I have just seen from the Stra1ts
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were exactly, 1n. appearance, hke an Enghsh salmon ; -
they. weighed : from 281b. to 851b., and were very
‘plump and fat. - Their length was from four to four-
~and-a-half feet; they were in -colour. arich grey,
“showing browmsh hue towards tail ; ﬁns, chocolate-
brown. - They are: caught also Wlth iron hook and’
~strong cord in the deep-sea fisheries. ¢ Beside them

- lay a monster—I know not what to call it—a sea--

~reptile; a flat body, dirty-white  colour; length, &

- little over five feet ; breadth, a little over four feet at
his. broadest part ;' weight, 2251b. . His- ﬂappers are -
four in number, the largest covering nearly the whole
of his' sides; the two ‘smaller, "near the tail. His

hape is a kind of half-way between a triangle and’ an ‘_
val—call it ’mangular without an angle. * His mouth

s - “enormous, like an’ oven,, and with teeth; -tail,:
-,shaped like that of a'fish; belly and. back d1rty
ite. "'He was “caught in-the nets, eight mlles off

a Thc -poor. fry and eat his flesh, but it is used

. chleﬂy for meltmg down for oil for street lamps. . His
skin,” When« dried, is. used by carpenters to: smooth
mahogany " His name is “pardon,” and T must use
his name- in ﬁmshmg this chapter, for I fear L shall
have given you a night-mare. . Pardon! = . : ' ‘.

¢ Obispos” are a large flat reptile, l1ke a toad

¢ Entones,” or entong, a small thick-built fish, like a

~carp. Let me add, that many of the names of ﬁsh
‘above glven are not dlctlonary words '
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SUNRISL ON A SPANISH' WHARF—-WINE SHOPS—THL
i NIGHT WATCHMAN S RIJVERIE.

o Ir is a trlte, but how true a saymg, « One-half the.
. world does not know how the other half 11ves.”., And, ©
- when one comes face to face W1th the way in Whlch‘I :
the ¢ ‘other half” hves——when one sees the “ other
;half » —I mean that half which the World calls the less
blessed half, as it is, in all its sufferings, all its strug
| ;gles, all, its pinches and /privations, and sees it a
o labourmg, enduring, contented; and often cheerful half ;
-how ashamed one is, or. ought to be, of one’s own
thanklessness in the midst of unnumbered blessings !
-_’Once, in an English curacy, I remembér a striking
 instance of what T have just said. = It was one of those -
_‘v‘ green Christmas-times that make, as the old proverb
says, “a full churchyard”: there had been nothing
but- mild weather and rain. - In my little parish,
~under the swcep of the Sussex Downs, I was. walkmgf
_ swiftly home one night, buffeted about by the grey
- clouds of mild driving rain that the fierce but warm
. sow-wester swept landwards from the sea, when a poor
o helpless aged woman asked me fora ¢trifle for a night’s i
. lodging.” Curates are always supposed to be poor: it.
. ‘was Christmas-time, and I had just parted with my last
~ sixpence at a lonely hamlet, where work was scarce
still, I could not leave my angel -stranger in the street 5
sol asked her to come with me to my lodgmgs She:
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1ambled along through the mud Wlth her streammg'
clothes and clouted - boots, and “we en’cered my little -
“home.” ' My gentle, thoughtful landlady had made my

able ready, a plate of hot toast was standmg in the
fender; the kettle sang- voclferously, as if impatient
to be: used, in “front of the ﬁre stood my shppers,
backed by an easy chair, e s
5o my surprise; my poor, worn, hao'gard compamon,
 raised 'her dripping hands, and burst into tears, with
he three simple words, * Oh, what luxury 1. = .

. That was' the best Chnstmas sermon I ever Theard,
and the only one I have never forgotten' My rector;"
'reached as he always did, a capital Christmas  ser:

on’j so d1d my fellow-curate, a Christchurch student,
hree days afterwards; but I was - thmkmg the whole
ime of the short sermon. nts srehi Mgt

‘past five—and the dew, “which fa]ls heavy and chill in
these seml-tloproal climes; was still falling, makmg the |
rough ‘stones black and damp, as though rain had
: fallen, when. I left the tlny ‘“brasero” -at -the station,
0 Wander, or rather stumble, along the dark, dripping
uay of Cadiz harbour, to the steps where the little :
fishing - boa,ts, ‘_,“pare‘]as and - pala.ngeros,” dlS
harge, at daybreak, their ﬁshy fre1ght SRR
It was dark as. night; but at the steps, and under

o tin awning of the Blsh Market, already I could
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~ hear the busy hurm of vo1ces'. The cold ’coo, and the

* damp were intense:: they made one sluver and ‘shake

“like an aspen-leaf Certamly, if men had to ‘be here |
" morning after morning, gs they certainly had, Wlnle‘v

+ ‘their more favoured brothers and sisters were com

.- fortably ensconced beneath the bed-clothes, then' ¢¢ one:
half the world did 7ot know how the other half lived.”
Al that I heard was: ‘the splash of distant oars, the
A hum of a few voices, the slow wave washing against.
~ the stones of the quay. ‘Suddenly; I heard a friendly
- voice and felt a kind hand laid' on my shoulder, and -

{,some one asked in" broken’ Enghsh “What T was

*”domg there, and whether he could help me.” Tt was-
quite & relief, as a kind voice, e1ther D1v1ne or human,f
always is'in any sort of darkness. Tt turned out that
I had stumbled on an old boatman, to whom T had’
shown kindness: some time' before. ' ¢ Cast thy bread -
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many days.”.

‘We together joined the throng of fish-sellers, boat
men, wharfingers, &c., who were huddled together-on

‘the quay. Presently one little light, then another, then

a third, blazed out in the harbour; thepoor. fellows,
Who had ‘slept on bo_ard their l1t’cle boats, were be-:

- ginning to heat theu' cup of coffee or chocolate.

Just before sunrlse, when a faint gleam of half-
,fllght looked over the dark harbour, one boatman
 began his Andalucian ditty, with its led, pla1nt1ve :
refrain, wh1ch must be heard to be realized and ‘un-
~derstood. ~ The words Were snnply these, repea.ted
_over and over agam — '

e Here am I S
Who is gomg on board?
- Who is going on board ? -
La, la, la, la, la, Ia, la, la., la'
"La, Ia, Ia, Ia, la le!
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Then another ' and another vmce took up the song;
-~ until the whole dark plashing bay was alive with the .
 lights and the W11d monotonous d1tty of the Anda-
iluzes. ;i:x4i

We strolled down to the Pllot-house, an unpre
‘?.tendmg little.building of wood, upon the wharf, and
~sauntered in. . Two fine, manly-looking pilots were dis-~
" cussing politics, a cigarillo, and a cup of coffee. : One .
” _lay fast asleep upon the rude settle of the room. . As
.in the Pilot-tower at Dover, there are always a certam
- number: of - pilots  here, night and day, ready, i
any’ Weather, at the boom “of a gun by night, or the
hoisting of a signal by day, to put off in their lateen-
sail boat, ‘which lies moored.close at hand, to the a1d

of any vessel in dlstress or in need of gmdance. i

At 6:45 the sun rose, and ‘the’ Eastern sky was.

truly beautiful; first,” a few fleecy. pu.rple clouds,
“driven by the hght i Levant1 ” wind, sailed into sight;
‘then ‘clouds of a. more crimson hue ; at last, aflee

of Ted and golden ‘clouds separated 1n fleecy masses
ovér the harbour; and this was the every-day mghtu-.

hey Tooked upon-—-black dripping . stones,’ groups of
men’ muffled up in’every variety. of costume, rugs,
pilot-coats, jackets’; many only with sandals or un- -
“bleached leather slippers tied with thongs round their

eet ;- Mumc1pa1 Guards, in yellow and purple-striped .

cap, ‘huge capes, and clankmg swords, keeping order, :

and ‘about to weigh and levy: tax upon the.loads and
amount of fish; carbmeros, acting as Custom-House

‘officials ; large boats ‘waiting to unload their frelght
of sweet batatas, - ﬁsh &c.; into smaller ones, for the
fwater was low; heaps of empty water-casks, ready
to be filled w1th drinking-water for the town con-
sumption, from the oppos1te port of Santa Mana.

i
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{ ‘You know how partmular the Spamard is about hi
‘L Water ‘here, in Cadiz, the brmgmg of drmklng-water
; seven and— a half miles by sea, in huge water-boats,’
- is a-recognized trade of itself, the Cadiz water not
" _’bemg considered wholesome ! These, ‘and & whole
: string of dock labourers- of all provinces; - from  the

- sturdy G‘rmpuzcoan to the volatile Andaluz, streammg

down to the wharf, Were ~the sights the ‘morning sun
rose upon : it ‘was so raw, so-dark, so dreary' e
. The moment the first fleccy red cloud had risen

- over the sea, ¢ day’s harbinger,” down came & busy,

* eager, bargammg crowd, every two of whom carried
between. them a long pole; on tlus pole the basket,
full of ﬁsh, was slung, and lifted from the tiny boat
on’ to _the. wharf; it was then We1ghed and’ taxed
,_,.by the cloaked and rap1ered guards; cigar 1in'mouth,
“and the pole, with the basket of- fish'’ slung on. the
_1ddle, was carried off, with_ hasty, slipping steps,
on the' shoulders of the two men, “to the Fish-Market..
But What a noise; what a pushmg, what a hurry
there’ was to secure this little “Job as- a.n Enghsh
 labourer would call it! i
~""No one Who Thas not w1tnessed it Would beheve how
’motley is the group on a Spanish wharf; truly it is
~ more. a scene for’ the pencil of Frith than for th
. pen of an- unknown erter, be he ever so “ready a
Sk scrlbe.b it R ey

"-:7were steppmg into the little Wet boat. that phed to’
_the Malacra steamer, Just gettlng her steam up a m11 ‘
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common cord Portuvuese ﬁshers, whose rasca lay
hard by, in bnght yellow serge shirts, brown trousers,
and - knee-boots; one or two English sailors and
marines from the man-o’-war in the harbour, pea.sants :
from' La Mancha, in their, usual fur’ cap, huge .faja,
and clumsy dark serge dress these, with. hundred
other nondescnpts, made up - the ‘crowd .who thus.
sought their. bread upon the dr1pp1ng Wharf yea
after-year, = vl ol iy ' ‘
oI said to my kmdly compamon, as we Wandered;f
:[_from group to group,— —“What a time it 1s smce you :
“have been to see me at our lodgmgs S
Well,” said he, W1th true Spanish tact and reﬁne
ment, “you told me you had not been treated fairly
by your landlord; and, were gomg to complam about
it; as you were both- of you my frlends, L thought :
1 had better keep away.”’ i ;
¢Ah; well,” said T, ¢ after allIsa1d nothmg about it
k80" best you may both of you be in the cemeterio
(*before a Week is over, and it is better to enter the’
next world as. fnends.’h :
This - was' ~good. ‘morality for a Spamsh.wharf It
4 recalled to. my mind a str1kmg narratlve that I had;"
heard hut a few: ‘months_ before. ' Two young men,
of great talent were, some. forty years ago, both *
elected to Fellowshrps ina Well-known College at Cam-‘_f
bridge; in exammatlon, they were well-nigh equal,.
but: necessarlly some little precedence was_accorded *
o the one ‘above the. other; a jealousy arose and”
for months emsted between them, and, to use af';f
common . phrase, they were not fnends._ Within
twelve months from 'the date of their election both .
_men had gone. to the1r long home,—both spmts ‘had
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entered. that realm where earth’s ‘best. honours avaﬂ‘
notlung,—both bodies slept calmly and' close togethe
beneath the same stone within the College walls. Sc
true’ is it that ¢ Man walketh in a vain shadow, and
dlsquletetb h1mself in vain.”

~After this reverie, inspired by the damp and cold
and ‘the touching words of my ‘unlettered: and un
'pretendmg companion, we went into oneof the ‘many
little ‘ wood-built’ Wme-shops, ‘which, prettlly pamted
outs1de, “and spa1kl1ng inside with bottles of. man
hues, shapes, and ‘size, adorn the Wharfs of many of
the Spanish harbours. .

] In common with, the ‘many on the Wharf we went
in thither for- 8 cup of hot coffee ; and a first-rate cup.
of. coffee 11: Was, W1th a good dashrof aguardwnte in.

and aguardlente mcluded was only half’_" 2.

five farthmgs.i ‘This, is the breakfast of the Spamsh'
labourer; '3 ab, eleven o’clock -he. will have s - good
hunk . of bread: ‘and some fruit or lard; but -until
eleven ‘or twelve he' takes nothmg but thlsl
stream of dock-labourers, guardlas, ‘boatmen, &c.,
were drinking  off voracmusly these little cups_.of
s smokmg coffee' Tt is perfectly marvellous on how
little “support a- Spamsh labourer will | work, and;
Wha.tl g .more, work ‘well; he scarcely ever tastes
m_eat . Fried fish, when l1e can_get it; ,
(a sort of pea), melons, ‘bread, coffee, gazpacho (a kmd
of bread ~and salad, with v1negar), sweet batatas,_
tomatoes frled 1n 011 berengenas (a, kmd of egg




UN TR ODDEN SPAI N

:, In severe’ Walking m Spam I have notlced this,:

g “that the air, from its crisp, exhﬂaratmg natul‘e, and

fréedom from damp, makes the step light and springy,
 and -that ‘until you sit down to rest you feel no
‘} fatlgue also, I have noticed, that shortness of breath

~'is not at all common in Spain, probably from the

' same reason—the peculiar dryness of the air. © Even
- in walking up-hill ‘one seldom meeds to stop to. re-

cover breath; and perhaps it may be owing to- his

- climate that the Spamard can Work s0 well upon 80
- little sustenance. ' e
- At about seven the sun and sky were lovely ; the |
Flsh -Market thronged with & noigy, quarrelling, bar-
gaining: crowd. First among those to come to.buy
was a priest in. full canonicals: he looked poor and
careworn, offered money for several different kinds of
"fﬁsh and, at last, poor fellow, contented himself with-
carrymg off, in the ample folds of his flowing sable
dress, a handful or two of ¢ almejas ” (mussels)!
/. The two fish' that struck me mosfr—they were. but"
just carried in—were the ¢ atun, " a huge fish, some:
thing 11ke a large salmon in shape, but more clumsy g
and of a dull red colour outside; when cut in slices
for salc, the flesh looks like a raw beefsteak, and is
sold at about one real and a half per pound T
measured one monster of this order, and found the;--
weight  was 3001b.; length,” five feet eight mches,’ :
girth, - something enormous. These are caught in
nets off the coast of Rota. =~ e
'The other that caught my eye was the “saﬁo "og
kmd of conger-eel — I believe it is- somet1mes called‘v'
« congno :* this was a fish about five feet long ; they
_are caught in® great plenty off the nghthouse, and,
' belnn‘ very cheap, are much eaten by the poor. i
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The atun, throughout the Wmter, 1s packed up and
~sent in’large quantities to the towns of the interior,
,‘::Where,_ especially among the miners of the wild lead .

district lying under the Sierra de Jatn, its solid
_,ﬂesh is a great favourxte., It is said to be a coarse
Afish; but no one could “tell the difference between a
lice of sturgeon and one of the much -despised atun,
o I have lived upon it for days in the interior, and
’:found it more noumshmrr and hghter of : dlgestlon
_than meat. L o
i Lookmg at the wealth of ﬁsh the wealth of rich i
- fruit and vegetables, including | the p1les of olives and .
“oranges, and the wealth of native wine, I could not "
-refrain from saying to my compamon, s Spam oucrht’
o-be a rich country.” : ;
Yes,” said he; “.our count1y 1s the ﬁnest in’ the
rld, Sefior ; ‘but our. .governors are not good or
wise.  Caballeros’ (gentlemen) broke my: ‘boat, and
‘T cannot recover. ‘any ‘money for the loss, because
I am poor. ~Let me go to England for. justice, to
‘Spain for beauty of climate ; but I would 1ot, all the "
same, leave Spam for your country: a wet Sunday %
~ in Liverpool is a desperate day to get through”
(I quote his very words). ¢ We all might be well oﬁ :
the Spanish gentlemen have ‘muchos  dineros,  pero
poco inteligencia,” 1. e., plenty of ‘money, _but little
‘mtelhgence. ‘I cannot endorse the last part of his
speech ;. lookmg at the manly forms and 1ntellwentg”
faces of .the Spamards at any table-d’héte, one only'“"
Wonders why, as a nation, they do so little.

I said to h1m, “You talk pretty ﬁeely about men

and thmgs, :
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‘or. ploverb——a good proverb to be remembered and
‘acted upon, not only in Spiin | Lot
LofAnd now,” said my - good-natured compamon,
« I shall give you a breakfast, as, at th1s early hour,
you cannot get one for yourself. .5 5

- He took -us to'a Spanish wine-shop of the ‘better
- sort; and as Spamsh ventas, like English beer-shops,
~ are a national institution, it may interest some. who 2
" read these pages to hear a little about them. .

5 There ‘are two promment houses for - tra.vellers
in Spain; the ¢ fonda,” or hotel, and the “ venta,” or
wine-shop, although there are others, as the ¢ posada ”
and the ¢ parador.” “The fonda is like an' English
hotel in so far ‘as the ‘host provides ‘meat, drink, and
;lodgmo' for his guests, but the brick ﬂ001s, Whlte-
washed walls, and, in ‘the towns of the interior, utter
absence of chests of drawers, arm-cha,u's, baths, and the
like necessaries, give one no idea-of repose or comfort.

iThe"‘venta " originally meant .a small wine- shop,
often with a stablo attached, on lonely roads or in
‘out-of the-way wllages but the ‘term now apphes, 80
far as the writer of these pages can understand to any
‘wine-shop of the lower class in town or country ‘The
ordinary road-side ventais a square, flat-roofed cottage,
built” of loose stones, standmg on a bit of waste land ;
it is littered round ‘with straw (the remnants of the
jbeaets provender), and has a'well and drinking-trough
in front.' The drearmess, the lonelmess, and the general\
airiof dirt, lazmess, and dlscomfort about these places
chiefly stnke one.  Some are half in ruins! Over
the door of each hangs the usual little *Dbush,” or
bunch of dried brushwood, the only sign of a Spamsh
“wme-shop, from Whlch comes the proverb—“ Good
wine needs no bush 0 Ve
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curtain, heavy, ;.‘dalk‘coloured and ’dn'ty,
over the entrance ; you push it as1de, and find ; your
self in ‘a small, low ‘room, dlmost dark, with a man or
; woman standmo' behmd a common deal counter, tllere

mmt (used for the atruardlente), enter 1nto your nostnl
'Two or tluee huo«e bfu‘rels of wme are. in. tap, and o
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Catalan, and a very large, square, Astone ﬂagged
" room, open to, the skylight at the top of the house.
A1l round the room were little square “stalls,” dalk—
-and cold, too, at that hour of the morning—each one
forming a small private room for dinners, sometlnng
 like the little retreats around the walls of a City chop-
house, but more private, each havmg hlgh Wooden
' Wa]ls, and a door, fastening inside. i
-He ran ‘down to the’ Wharf and brouO'ht up a
glonous plate of fried whltm smokmg hot and a
bunch of leeks, whlch mine host of the venta Washed
and. brought in with three smokmg' cups of coffee and
guarchente. The place was somewhat dirty, and
undry cigar ashes, and a general smell of stale tobacco,
“told.a tale of last night’s fest1v1ty, but, we were hungry,
and enjoyed our breakfast, ;
.~ And certamly I never knew any Lnghsh gentle-
man play his part as the master of an entertainment,
~better than did our rude and s1mple friend, 1 A poor,
=unlettered 1gnorant Spanish boatman, he yet had the
m‘anners of .a"- thorough - gentleman, and - did with
grace the honours of ‘the homely table.’ He and ag
repaired to the pubhc room, to smoke a clgarette and
drink a cafia. of vino de J erez. & wanted to pay for
. our humble repast, but my poor but warm-hearted
,_frlend could-not hear of it. - “"No, sefior; you are my.
‘guest, and'T am your host.” -~ = L
- How" “often, among the very poorest does one meet
‘with a refinement of manners, of speech, and of « con-
,“"duct to which what are called the higher classes are
strangers!  How often does one meet with unseen,
~unknown, unrewarded acts of Christian love among :
‘those’ who™ make" no " profession of religion; and
,wh'o_m’; this . false ‘W01'1d brands * as . therefore




eonstantly |
Not without reason did our D1v1ne Master »say, :
- There are last that shall be first.”,

No man more delicate about the httle social reﬁne
ments above mentmned than the Spaniard : ‘offer to
' pay him for some little service which he had’ proffered‘
ﬂeely, and he will draw back. W1th hauteur. ‘No man, .
again, better fitted to play the part of an- entertamer
“than the Spanish poor man.  If he has only a sorap of :
- bread, painted. lard, and an onion (a common meal
i among the very poor), ‘he will say, if you pass him_

as_he. commences: his humble meal, ¢ Guste usted
omer 97 (z. e.,;” “Will ‘you not dme W1th ‘me ?”) and
he will mean it, and entertain you nght gracefully
he courtesy of all classes in Spainis quite, refresh
.ihg ‘to one- newly ‘come. from England and it is ‘a’
courtesy that  springs, ‘and can only sprmg,.from real
nd natural refinement of feeling. :

No man, again, so exceedingly Jealous of his dlgmty,,
80 much attached to his office, and so proud of it, as_
the poor Spamard when put into any official p0s1t1on e

he lwes for and in his official capacity alone; =
. He is Municipal Guard: see with what d1gmty he
rails his sword after him i in the crowded streets, with
what authority he quells a dlsturbance, or how full of -
,‘1mportance he is, and how pleased to aid, if you apply :
ohlm, in a dlﬂioulty, w1th what gusto does he march

Hei is guard of some pubhc gardens. only attempt'f

'O;t)'luck a flower without his leave, and he will not
let you off very: easily; but appeal to him ‘as " the
oﬂioral and he will immediately grant you the favour
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A stmkmn- and very charactenstm mstance of :
this . _]oalousy of oﬂice came, -a few. weeks smce,"
..under my notice. Owing to. a night ala1m, I had
- found it needful one night to fire a shot in the air
from my bed-room window over the heads of Some .
_ miscreants.. The next night my door was ﬁercely'
' assailed by the ‘“sereno,” or nmht-watchman -who came
* to demand an explana’mon of my firing a_shot on his
beat—an act Wlnch he evulently seemed to consider a
personal affront. I suppose he thought that such an’
action on my p‘u‘t was a tac1t 1mpeachment of lns
capacity. for preserving order. g

There is a little country. vﬂlage in the heart of one’

of the Midland Counties in England: it is a land of
stiff clay soil, where are grown the finest, richest
crops-of. goldon corn, and. large mangold-wurzel —_
where nothing is spoken of so much as the Weather'
and the crops,’ alike i in the comfortable falm-house or
the modest cottage,—a land where the old
smook-frocls of the peasantry still lingers. on,"‘
,work on one farm, and make 1t ‘their boast that they‘
have Worked for well-mgh a hfetlme, and  take:
_ almost as much pnde in the produce of the farm on
- which they work as thourrh it were their own,—a
land, too, it is where Wesleyan Mothodism has one of
its ﬁrmest strono*holds, and where the Prayer-mcetmg
and the C'amp-meetm«r stlll form the poor labourers 5
Sundays dlss1patlon. ) :

In_ Sussex the averago number of agncultuml
labourers attendmv any place of Worslup would not
be, I fancy, more thau two out, of overy six ; 'in the
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county of whlch I now speak the ma30r1ty of the,
peasantry, ‘of more fervent spirit than. -their stohd :
Sussex Saxon brethren, find that the religious exercise
of gomg twice to church, and’ then to’ meetmg in ,.the
evening, edifies them, and they go, - .
One- evemng I was “summoned from - my . little
¢ottage, in the vﬂlage above described, to the bed- s1de
,,of an:aged a«rncultural labourer in a hamlet a- mlle
“or ‘so away. It was a chilly, but refreshing and
beaut1ful evening in late autumn: the sober ‘hues of
- the sutumnal evening were gathenn “slowly over the
peaceful landscape the peasants, in their- allotment-.
grounds . over which I passed were - slowly (theu
farm-work done) digging up with fork: and ‘prong
their: winter’s store of potatoes, and housmg ‘them
;.safely in the field; the grass was -already ‘wet with.
ew, as thé October sun sank to rest; the pmtndge,
scared by my footfall, ‘whirred dway on rapld wing
from his ‘seat in the. stubbles; ever and anon about -
the’ ﬁel&s rose up the slow. smoke of the fires of burn
- ing weeds, the aromatic scent hangmg heavﬂy upon;
- the damp evenmg BT, s e
Tt was a scene——how dlﬂ'erent from those ﬁom.-%’
among which I now write I—that told of peace, con
tentment, and security. There might be, and doubt-
less'was; a black side to even this peaceful scene, as.
" Mr. Arch could tell us, but on the surface all seemed
_contentment and security. When does 1t ever do to"
- look too far below the surface? ; $00 w
I entered the little cottage of the suﬁ‘ermg man.;
“'H1s hands were clasped in prayer, his open Bible lay
“upon his lowly bed ; by his side stood a bottle of eau-
)‘de-Oologne ‘and one of red port wine; the - glft of
the 'generous shepherdess (the Rector’s wife) of thei
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pansh the sheets were ‘white and clean, n1ce pmtures :
_decked the walls. ' He was half- wandering, half in"a’
‘reverie, when I sat down at his bed-side, but his
talk was all of one thing, or rather of two very
different tlnngs——the “blessed Lord ? and the “old"v
enemy S el
Lghee Ah, sir,” said he to me, graspmg my hancl in lns;
: ‘";“rough clammy fingers, while the beads of cold sweat
. ran ‘down his forehead, “ah, sir, I- ‘thought I would
. take off my waistcoat to work. . I knew it was wrong,
~and the blessed Lord found me out He found me‘
iout He did; “and here I am.” o e )
¢: He had taken off his Wsustcoat in order 1:0 WOlk‘
moreeasily, on" a chilly evening, and was. suﬁ“ermg?’
Hfrom inflammation of the lungs in. consequence., oo
Ty The blessed Lord found me out; He did, He d1d e

'ery“touchmg it was to see h1s behef—-—the bel1ef of “_
5 dymg peasant, of a man, too, who could not read or
write (for his friends ‘read his Bible to: him, I found
ina personal God, a Bemg Who Was “about lns path
and ' about his bed, and ‘spying out all his ways.”:
Who even took account of h1s Wllful eastmo' asule of :
his poor corduroy waistcoat. s
I did and said all that I could to comfort and.
-_‘soothe the poor dear fellow, and then came another-‘
: oft-repeated voice from his hot, dishevelled pillow, “I.
struggle, and struggle, but the ‘old enemy will ‘como
~ creeping’ round, yes;: -he will come creeping round;
-~ but_the Lord, sir, will be too strong for hun, yes, ;
 blessed, blessed Lord!” . ~ :
-~ Still more touchmg, more strrklng was it to see tlus
simple ‘mans behef—a stern, deep ’behef—m ‘the_




whlch every sm»stmned soul must ask itself at some
‘time_ in the weary hours of the wakeful night;: or on
thé feverish  couch of bodily angmsh i
the Lord will forglve me my sins ?”;

Can any one ‘doubt. it? - Surely :
‘Divines say, 'is “not an austere Master,” He iwho
3 asks no s'tcnﬁce but the outpourlngs of a broken and

And surely here was ¢ hearty repentance- andr true

aith,” so far as'man may judge, \if ‘man’ may ever
esume to judge at all. ~ In the snnple aords of ﬂl'tt
'poor dymg peasant, I take it, ‘was conta.med the very
umming up-of the Creed of . the Ages, the personality
-and nearness of Gtod, the power of the Tempter the-'
“need of a human assurance of forglveness. el
¢TI took my wwaistcoat off in the cold; I knew 1t\
was wrong, and the blessed Lord found me out He did..
The old enemy will come -creeping . round,-creepmg :
round ‘but there :is One stronger than he. I Wonder"j
if the' Lord will forgive me my sing?” = .o
Surely ‘here was humility, repentance, nd that" :
crav1ng for ea,rthly ‘support - and  assurance Whmh_'-
betokens the deepest earnestness. :
-In three days the tongue of him Who spoke these‘
-,_Words was for ever still; within ten days the fresh-
“moved earth was heaped over a humble and
' stoneless grave. £
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Far away from the Weald of Sussex, and the teeming
acres -of the Midland Count1es,——-far away, where the
‘”s't:unted olives rise in regular rows from out the: sandy
red soil, where the fierce sun of Spain smites down
on’ yellow river  and: thistle-clad ficld, and stmnge ;
costumes,—two men he in the dark low-celled cell of
,,'puson in" the mtenor, waiting to be: led forth to
death. . Their crime had- been ablack one, the shootmfr.
of two of the “ Guardias” of the existing Government
in the pubhc streets, in broad dayhfrht and of them
apubhc example is to be made. s

,L‘nghshman in whose employ they had - once been'
‘He came, and asked them kmdly, f‘ W'hat couId he do.

photographed together “and then let us hang ’cogether;_

before “your eyes on the walls of your sala: for you

were -our * “ master, and we' your ‘officers.”  Poor
Thelr W1sh Was granted and thelr' sad

The’ day after the takmg of then' pho’cowrftphs, they;
were led out into the pubho streets, and, close to the
cene of their murder, ‘were shot. I saw, but a few
‘wecks since, the hkencsses of theu' pale, sad heavy(‘
determined. faces. e T :
_There is one more closmg scene of lowly oﬁicml hf




