s P A I N s
- &d tb the right and to the left. - In one corner of the building is
a geometrical ftair -cafe. The whole edifice is of the Beroquefia
ftone, of the fame kind of which the Efcorial is built. The
~ grand entrance is by an arched door, haviﬁg two Tonic columns
on each fide. " Under the fii_zc is this infcription, in large capitals, -
Car. V. Ro. imp. hif. rex. MDLL Qv‘er each Winddw isa
large head carved in f_’céne : they are all different. The chapel |
is of the Corinthian order, but almoft ruined. The offices un-
der-ground are very convenient ; and the ftables, which are like~
wife -u,rider-’ground, are capable of containing five thoufand horfes.
" 1t was burnt in i7lo, fo that the roof and the gallerieé are de-, -
: ﬁrdyed, as likewife moft of _the::rooms,'-of which “only two ‘or
" three are habitable, and in them the keeper and his family live.
In one of thefe rooms is the moft remarkable -eeh@ Iever heafd,
. excepting that of the Simonetti pa'lace;» near” Milan': ' T amufed-
myfelf two hours in - this room with-a. mufical inﬁrumen_t:.'_'
‘Here was formerly a machine to fupply this palace with water,

‘but it has lain/in ruins for this century paft.

Againf’c the walls of the Francifcan “cotivent, called San Juan
de los Réyes, are faftened a great .number'of latge iron chains;
with which the Moors chained their Chriftian flaves. The
archbithop poflefles a gféat number of houfes in this city : they
are diflinguithed by a tile Elace'd‘ovei the door, on which s paint-
ed, “ Maria fue concebida fin pecado original;’ that is, « Mary
*¢ was conceived without original fin:”’ a nice diftin¢tion truly !

Bb -  The
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The manufalory of fword-blades, which were formerly. oo
celebrated for the goodnefs of the fteel, no longer: exifts ; though: '\
another manufaCtory was lately erected for the king’s account:
" only,® in.which all the fword, hanger, and dagger. blades for.the:
Spanifli army are made; but they are far from being fo well;
tempered as thofe  of former times ; a true old Toledo fword-. -
blade fells even in Spain for fix or feven guineas, and can only-
be purchafed by chance.. I have feen daggers that were made-
here, which will firike through a:crown-piece. All fword-.
blades made for the foldiers have the- king’s name engraven on:
one fide, and:fome device on the other: I faw- mény of them.
‘with this;" No me Jaques fin razon, no me embaines fin honor.

Draw me not ‘without reafon; fheath me not:without honour. |

The fmall church of  St. Mary the ‘White, was formerly a
fynagogue; and jult .Withbut one of the city gates, are the ruins of ;
~ a Roman: Circus. Maximus.. T.only mention. thefe -to fpare any-
other perfon the trouble-of fearching for them, as. there._is. no=-

thing worth. notice about them.

" In order to fhew the more veneration for the relics- and riches:
which are preferved in the cathedral, I fhall follow the;Spania'.rd’é 4
“advice, which was. before mentioned, and fay nothing about:
- them ; neither about the Mozarabic rite, which is. 6nfy a me--
‘thod of celebrating mafs fomewhat different from . the. common .
‘one, and both are equallyabfurd. Iwas informed that the ext
day there was.-to,be a very. grand proceflion of all the filver:
' ) fatues s
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fatues and monks in the city; but as thefe exhibitions were
- never my hobby-horfe, fo Ileft Toledo early in the morning,
~much to the regret of my calefleiro, who thus miffed, or efcap-
ed the archbifhop’s blefling: as'to myfelf, I had already had
that of the late pope, and after fuch a blefling I did no‘t;car;e' to
receive that of any inferior ecclefiaftic.

We this day travelled feven ,le\agtu'es on a 'good level road,
~ ‘through corn-fields, and in the evening arrived at Aranjuez,
dining on the ﬁdé of the road, as there is no inn nor venta. In -
proportion as we approached this royal feat, the number of '
ftags, wild-boars, and rabbits; partridges, hoopoes, ﬁarlmgs,“,
and fmall birds increafed :

 Here memly they fed, .
As 1f their hearts were lighter than their ngs :
\ GONDIB p- 191

1"The wild boars, with their fows and thexr htter, are {o tame
“that they feed about the ftreets of the town : they are royal pro=-
perty, and are referved for the king’s table alone. We put up
at a very good inn, kept by an Itahan, but the moft expenﬁve
‘one in Spam ;

The town of Aranjuez is fituated on the Tagus, and was chiefly
built within thefe twelve years; whoever chufes tobuild houfeshere,
may have a free-gift of the ground from the king, on condition of
<onforming to the. general plan: the ftreets are broad and parallel

Bb2 ‘ and
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and ;interkfé@c each-other-at right.angles: one-of them'is called:
Stuart’s fireet. The houfes are of two ftoriés in- height, and?
are all painted white, with green doors and fhutters.  There are
at prefent about five thoufand: inhabitants, who live by letting-
their houfes- to-perfons who come- with- the  court, and" who
refide here annually from the middle of. April- to-the end of
July, during which time the number of inhabitants is increaf~.
ed to fifteen thoufand. - The: whole town has much the re-.
- femblance of Potfdam, near Berlin, and- is. well illufnin-ated'sit.
| nighti ‘The ‘principal-chiurch, which has a convex colonnade;
is built in the Great Square: Sabatini was the-archite@ This
fquare- is furrounded- by porticos; - four: large arched gates
form, the entrance, and in. the middle is a- handfoxhe- foun-
tain, which- tqpiouﬂ§r- fupplies the town. with. water: There-
are two- other! churches . in Aranjuez. Befides  the, wild--
boars before: mentioned;; I fiw féveral camels carrying wood:
about the ftreets :-they belong to the king, and are twenty-.
one in number*, The king poflefles alfo a great number of buf=
faloes, brought from Naples, which are ufed to draw- carts, and’
are governed by iron i‘ings,thruf’othroughrtheir noftrils. Thefe -
apimalsl_abound«f in-Rome; Naples, and, Loretto, and afe there
put to the fame fervice, Here is. 2 new amphitheatre for the
bull-fights, like that of. Madrid :. it is.built of brick, with:
wooden féats :- the inner circle, or afea,- is one hundred and fix-.

t—;f-eight feet in- diameter-: - there are two - rows of boxes, one .

* In.a village near Pifa, in Tufecany, I faw, in 176g, fixty-four, camels
which; were the property of the grand-duke, - ' o
: ‘- above.
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above' the ot_lier, each row containing one hundred and twoj;:
under-thefe are ten circular rows of benches, which a,re‘expofed
to the air: the whole building is capable of contairl_ing fix
thoufand fpeé’calors.' Al-l the amphitheatres- in Spain are circu-
"lar, and nearly of the fame- fize arld architeGture. I know of
. only four, which are lafting-edifices; thofe are at Madrid, Aran-
juez, Granada, and Seville : at Cadiz -and.Port. St. Mary, - they.
are temporary wooden buildings, as-1s alfo that of Lifbon ¢ and
in the other Spanith tovvns the-great fquare is the place of com-
- bat. The beft places are- aboutacrown each, and. the. loweft

place fix pence : the perfons who fit in thefe, are perpetually ex=
“pofed to-the bull’s leaping: among them over, the baluftrades;
which are but four feet high: the places which are on the ‘
fhady-fide: are - fomewhat dearer than: the -others: it Would be-

very neceflary to have a canvas drawn over the top of the whole’ all
‘area, in. the. fame manner. as was p‘r?.é’ufed by 'the' ancient:

Rfomans-v..v

Neither the kmg, nor any of the royal famxly, are ever pre--
fent at the bull- ﬁghtse

The royal'palace is a. fq:inare, and has twenty-one windows in.
front, and a turret at each end ; but there is nothing remarkable
either in its exterior. or interior parts; except: that- in the chapel
i$ a piture reprefentmg the Annunciation, by Titian; and in:
one of - the rooms {ix portraits by Mengs, being' thofe. of . the"

_grond duke and duchefs.of Tufcany, and thelr four children; and"
thes
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‘the king and queen of Naples, by one Bonito. . In the church
are fix pictures by Tiepolo. - Before the palace are three very |
large walks, each planted Wlth four Tows of tall elms: {mall
" canals run between each row, which keep the ‘roots conflantly
fupplied with water, ‘and make the trees grow to .a-v'ery gi‘ea‘t
fize: various other walks have been lately planted with young
‘¢lms on the fame plan. I walked round the gardens in an hourz
they are quite flat ; the Tagus runs through them. 'This river is
‘not very broad here, fo that there are eight or ten wooden
‘bridges, and one .of ftone, built over it.  In the work, entitled,
El Parnaffo E/panol, vol. iii. p. 246 to 268, are two very
* fine poetical defcriptions of Aranjuez ; the one by Don Gomez

e Tarpia, and ‘the other by Lupercio de Argenfola. Thefe

.gardens {fo much beautify -the Tagus, that Don Gomez juft-
1y writes '

= MU e LN fuente,
Ni hafta el océano Lufitano

No fe halla en otra parte masﬁfano %,

The gardens are ornamented with feven fountains, of all”
‘which there are very accurate views in the book called Les De-
lices de ' Efpagne ef du Portugal. That of the Tritons is deco-
rated with feveral marble ftatues, which are thought to be the

* Neither foom hence to its fource, nor to the Luﬂtamc ocean, is it
o .be found more beautiful. '

work
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work of Alonfo Berruguete,  The fount;in'of' Bacchué' confifts: i
principally in a ftatue of that god beftriding a cafk i both the
god and the cafk. are of bronzej.the firft is. reprefented extremely' '
fat, and larger than the life. The largeft fountain is that of Her--~
cules: the ftatues that accompany it have no merit ; but the foun--
tain of Neptune, which has {even groups round it, in bronze, is
the beft here : the ftatues being all by Algardi, the Roman feulp--. -
tor, in 1621 & they are nearly aslarge as the life, and repre~-.
fent Jupiter and Juno -'launchiri'g thunder-bolts at the giants ;.
Ceres, in a'car drawn by lions ; and Neptune, with his trident, in:
“a fhell. drawn. by Tritons.. The other three fountains are thofe-
‘of the Harpies, -of the Dolphins, and of Don.John of Aufiria,.
but they are not any Wa'}} remarkable. Hereare alfo two Ratues.
in bronze, of Venus and. Antinous, as large as the life, caft:
from the antique. Thefe the gardener called Adam ‘and Eve..
-'Under the ftatue. of Veénus is this mfcrlptlon '

A Poblicius. d..1. Antioc. t. Barbius. g. p. /. Tiber:

“Thereis-a new theatre for the performance- of operas and:
~ plays, during the refidence. of the court here . over:the door. is:

' ’thlS mfcrlpuon,

Rarss delzcm aajeﬁa urbana -volupm:.

I fpent a day in making fome excutfions on Horfeback : I
firlt rode through the Queen’s Alley, which is a road of forty.
feet broad, and four miles long, quite ﬁraxt, with a doublc row-

of tall elms. on. each fide, at the end of which I entered into the:
A foreﬁ ,
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foreft, which abounds with deer and game.' Three miles far~
ther I faw a very pretty cafcade, formed by ‘the waters of the
Tagus falling down a precipice of about fourteen feet high.” T
then returned to Aranjuez, and,'l'iding_ﬁWO miles on another
road, faw a fmall lake, m the mjdft of which is an ifland, with
a fummel‘Qhoufe built on it. In the afternoon I rode fix miles
-on the road leadmg to Madrid, which city is feven leagues
diftant from Aranjuez, . throuvh very broad avenues, with a

«double row of elms on each fide z to fee the ftone-bridge of

{eventeen arches, which was- ﬁmfhed in 1761, by Marcos de - .

Vierna. At both ends are two lions of ftone, each holding a
fhield, on, which are engraven the names of the king and the
architet, with the date. Near this bridge is a turnpike where I -
paﬁd toll for my horfe; ' |

SAprilrr o I fet out-this day for Valenéia; which ‘éity 1s eight’
«ays journey from Aranjilez, fixty-two leagues, or about two
‘hundred and efgllty miles. I firft arrived at the {mall ancient
~town .of Ocaha, two leaglies off, travelling on the réyal road,
which is very broad and ftrait, and in fome parts planted with
young trees on each fide. The country is quite flat, and pro-
duces .corn, wine, and oil. I remained here an hour to examine

the celebrated fountain,, which, at’ firlt view, appears to be a

* The" grand Berceau walk in the gardens belongmg to the eaxl of
Breadalbane, at Taymouth, in the Highlands of Scotland, is as beautiful L

as thefe avenues, though not fo long : it is planted in like manner with elms
of an uncommon fize. : '

work
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work of the Romans, but a Spanith author rather fufpe@s it to

have been built by Philip I about the year 1580, at the time'
he founded Aranjuez: the fource of the fountain is difcovered

at the end of a long fubterrancous paflage, which admits a man

ftanding upright: the water, which is very tranfparent, is con=

du&ed in two canals from thence to a large refervoir, which fup-

plies the whole town. I then proceeded two leagues farther to

the village of Villatobas ; which, as the road is perfe@ly hori~-
zontal and firait, is feen at the end of it, immediately on leaving

- Ocafia, At every quarter of a league is a flone to mark the dif«

tance. This day being Eafter-Sunday, I faw in feveral fireets
of ‘the. villages and towns I paffed through, many artificial

ﬁgures‘ of men made c;f wood, ftraw, &c. and dreffed in old

cloaths, hanging by a rope fixed acrofs the ftreet from the op=-

pofite houfes, in the fame manner as the lamps are fufpended i
Paris . thi is a0 univerfal! QdebGi throughout Spain and Portu-

gal : the figures areintended to reprefent Judas: the boys amufe

themfelves with pelting them with ftones, and burning them in

the evening, which is fimilar to our rational cuftom of annuallj

burning the figures of the devil and a#he pope. In the afternoon

I proceeded three leagues to Coral, where I paffed the night. The
people were at that time at work in making the new road, which

is perfe@ly ftrait, and as fine as any road'in England. The

quarter league ftones were continued as far as the road was

finithed. 'The country is quite flat, and produces much corn,

but no trees. |

Cc : April
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~ April 12. After travelling three leagues, 1 flopped to dine at: ..
-Quintanar, in the provihce ofla Mancha, WhCI‘C Don Quixote:
is feigned to have been born. A league farther, near to ‘the-
{fouth- fide of the road, is the village of El Tobofo, which gave . -
birth to hxs.Du1c1n¢a I afterwards pafled by fifteen wmdmllls,,
- which I miftook for thofe which had been attacked. by the knight.
two centuries ago; but, on having recourfe to his hiftory, L
'learned that his antagonifts ‘were built in-the plains of Montiel,
which are tea or twelve leagues more to the fouth. 1 proceeded:
ﬁvc leagues to Pedronofa, where I pafled the night : the rdad 1s.
good and flat ; fome few Vin'e-y_ards and olives on. each ﬁde.,{
The weather began to be- hot and fultry, and, I was informed,,
that the night before thr_eé fmart thocks of an 'e_arth_quake‘ ~hadz .
been felt in t'his‘.vil,l_age, and. feveral léagues_,ﬂrouAn‘d it._

April-13: 1 We dined -at Provengof,- av-n-d" {lept at Minaya,.
This day’s journey was feven leagues, over a flat fandy road,,
and through a fmall wood of dwarf pines..

April 14‘.,'We travelled three leaguesto.la Roda, and after-.
wards three more to la Gineta; which is the firft village we:
“arrived at in the kingdom of Murcia : the road is in a'ﬁrait line..
for two or three leagues; {o that 1mmed1ate]y on going out of.
one village, the church fteeple of the next is feen at the end of ;
: it. In this whole day’s journey there was not a tree nor a hedge -
to be feen, only continued corn-ﬁelds The foil is fandy: and the..
heat became fo great, as, to ch_vent my walking even after fun-.

fets,
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fet; as the ground burrit the foles of my feet ; fo that the oniy .

 agreeable time for that exercife was early in mornmg, When the

~earth had had a night to cool in.

~ April 15. Three leagues journey brought us to Albacete :
this is a pretty large town, containing two churches, and ﬁx}e
fh_oufand inhabitants, who are chiefly maintained by the profits ,
arifing from the fale of clumf{y knives and {ciffors, for the manu-
faCturing of which there are eighteen fhops.  Two leagues far~
ther we croffed over fome hills, wooded with " pines and green -
~oaks, ‘and abounding with juniper, rofemary, and thyme; aqd
- pafled the night in the fmall village of Vlllar, which contains on-
ly fixty mhabltmts ' -

April 16. . We dinedithis day at Bonete, and lay at Almanfa,
having travelled feven leagues. ~ The road is hilly and fandy 3 a

few green oaks and {‘nrubs are fcattered here and there.

Almanfa contains one thoufand fix hundred mhabltants 5 Ohe ~
church, of which the front is of, ftone, and of tolerable archi- )

teQure, and eight convents.

. About half a mile eaf’c of the tovvn, in the midft of a plaln, is
- a{quare obelifk of fone, thirty feet hlgh the pedeftal is fur-
rounded by three ﬁeps ‘on it are engraven infcriptions in Latin
and Spanifh, importing, that on'that {pot,.on the 25th day of
April, 1707, was gained the vitory over the rebel Catalonians, -

Cc2 ‘ of



196. "TRAVELS THROUGH

~ of whom the number killed and takeﬁ prifoners was fixteen:
thoufand. - The conquering army, which confifted of the troops;
of Philip V.. aided by thofe of Lewis XIV. was commanded by
James duke of Berwick. Philip caufed fifty thoufand mafles to.
be faid for the r~epofe of the fouls of the illufteious. perfons who-
were {lain in this battle. ' '

: Oh;thetop of a ftcep rock, which is as much infulated as that on.
which the caftle of Dunbarton, in Scotland; is built, are the:
~ ruins of a very large Moorifh cafile: the ftair-cafe is yet entire,,
and of ftone. A view of this. caftle is. inferted in one. of the:
plates. in this work.. | ' ' :

Thisday we-met feveral four-wheeled:carriages, fome drawn-
by four, and fome by fix mules, with long tracesof cords; go= |
ing to Madrid.. - This method of  travelling is near. treble the-
~ expence of that which I purfued, and: not fo fatisfatory ;. the:
- only difference is, that the mules which. draw- the coaches. al-.
ways. trot, fo.that they fet Sut later from, ‘and.arrive‘»fooner at:
~ the inns,. but travel: no more leagues a. day than the chaifes, by
which. means all the pleafure of walking is prevented, and the:
time is confumed in idlenefs in the ventas. Thefe coaches have:
two.men to attend them; one of whom fits on the boxand drives,,
and the otherruns by the fide of the mules, whipping them ; and.
this they do alternately.. Women. and children. travel. in this.
‘manner, which would likewife be the beft way for a company -
of four or five perfons having much baggage. A fingle traveller:

| cught:
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~ ought to be very careful in chufing a proper caleffeiro : fome of -
thefe people have {pent thé greateft part of their lives in traverfing:
every part of Spain, and being known:in all the inns and ’ventas,
are the greateft protection a traveller can have againft being mur-
~ dered, for they would be immedi‘a,tel;r mifled, and the moft di-
ligent fearch would be made after them, and the perfons who:
had employed them; but if a young and obfcure muleteerr
fhould be chb'fen-, he, as well as his fé.ré, might be aflaflinated:

- with impunity *.

April 17. Proceeding two leagﬁes 'Wé‘entered"intb the king=
dom of Valencia, on a road cut through a. mountain, which.
opens at once into one of the moft fertile countries in Europes,
the kingdom. of Naples not excepted, abounding with olives,,
'c'orn,l figs, arbutus, and mulberry trees ; and vines, which were:
already beginning to fhoot,. aﬁ@:the'wheat to ear :: this province:
alfo produces.in palm or-date trees, aloes, pomegranates,. hemp,.
flax, rice, and the algarrbb#, garofero, cérr‘obe, or locuft tree ::
this laft is.an. evergreen ; the trunk is ufually from one to two-
feet in diameter, the'léaves are of a dark green, ten-on-a twig,.
five on each fide ; the fruit exa&ly refembles kidney-beans, and:
is an inch broad, and nine or ten inches long ;. they iffue in cluf=-

ters from the branches and body of the treein avery fingular man-.

% The Portuguefe calefleiro who travelled: with. me; was named Gaetano.
de Coimbra; and the Spaniard, Antonio de Gandia: each of thefe men:
was upwards of three months in my fervice, during which time they were:
very careful and honeft; fo that they merit.the mention that is. now made:

of. them..
ner:s;
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" nery thele pods are thick, mealy, and of -a fweetlih tafte : when
| dry they are given to horfes and cattle as provender Thefe
trees are only found in this province, and thofe of Murc1a, Gra-
“nada, and"Andalusia‘ #,  The following lines of Silius Italicus.

may with great propriety be applied to this country :

Nec Cereri terra indocilis, nec inhofpite Baccho,

‘Nullaque Palladia fefe magis arbore tollit.

* 'We dined at the village of Moxent, which is five leagues from
_Al'manfa: the roads are fandy, and over hills. In the evening
we proceeded four leagues farther to Xativa, the ancient Sztabis T.

% In the fecond volume of Mr, James’s Hiftory of anraltar, the author,
de(c;xblng the plains of Tetuan, fays, ¢ the next remarkable fort of wood
<¢ is the alcarobe, a tree of great curiofity, and merits much notice: the al-.
¢ carobe bears a cod; in_quantity and likenefs much refemolmg the Englifh
< bean ; the inner fubflance thereof is-fweet;and lodgeth’ ‘hard fmall kernels,
<« This frait is eaten by the Moors of inferior condition, and by all at the.
<t feat Afhorah; butitis chiefly preferved for their horfes, to whom it is
¢: both phyfic and repaft; for the_ fruit of the alcarobe hath two excellent’
¢ properties, to drench and make their horfes fat, ' :

¢ Some have called the fruit locufta, and fuppofed it was the Baptift’s,
<« food in the wildernefs, &c. &c., There is a great probability that the
¢¢ fruit of the alcarobe is the fame with the Prodigal’s cemtm, or hufks, for it
¢¢ doth excellently accord with their defcription,”” | :

Mr.. Axm{hong, in his Hiftory of Minorca, p. 195, lxkewxfe mentxons the
opinion in regard to its having been the food of St. John, but he adds wild
honey to it. : ’

Miller calls it ceratonm, carouge, and St, ]ohn sbread

Ceratonia Siliqua, Linn, Sp pl. 1513,

+ Celfa mittebat Swtabis arce, -
Swtabis & telas Arabum fprevxﬁ'e fuperba, &ec.,
' 1L, Itay, lib, dii. v. 373.

: Thisf '
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This town was razed by Philip V. in 1714, for having fuftain-
ed an obflinate fiege againft him, but was ,reBuilt at the bottom -
of a hill, and by his order called San Phelipe. It has a i‘uined"‘
Moorifh caftle. The detefted Borgia, who was afterwards pope

Alexander VI was born here s

April 1'8._ We travelled on a very: good road; with fmall
- canals of running water on each fide; like thofe in the plalgs of*
- Bombardy, which render thefe plantations fo uncommonly fer=
tile. I faw here many rice-fields, which are always kept about-
three inches under Water, above which the rice was juft begm- |
© ming to appear ; and- mulberry trees were planted checquer*—wd'e

in thefe fields. 'We croffed a branch of the river Xucar, on a-
Narrow. ﬁonebridge of fix arches. This 'delight‘ful' country is
furrounded: partly by high mountains (on the tops of which are”
: inany Mooriﬂx‘caﬁles-)\,end pa.rtl’y‘ by the: Mediterreanean fea..
We afterwards pafled through the village of Alzira, and over an--.
other branch of the Xucar, on a flone bridge of two arches.  The-
people were all employed in firipping the mulberf}f-trees of their:
leaves for food for the filk. Worms, Whlch had been hatched a;

fortnight before.. .

There is a-modern Spamﬂt book in {mall quarto, W1th -four
“copper-plates, defcnbmg the method of rearing mulberry-trees,.
- and managing filk-worms, with the natural hiftogy.of thofeinfedts .+

*. Catullus mentions this town in bis twenty-fifth epigram. .
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the book is. extremely well written, There is one paflage in it

which I know not whether the author meant in jeft or in earneft:

he fays, * many people wafh the filk-worm’s_eggs in the wa~
¢ ter of a fountain near the hermitage of our Lddy de la Fuen
¢ Santa: if this wathing caufes them to thrive better, it is cer-

« tainly becaufe that great queen attends to their {upplications ;

¢ but as the poflibly may not attend to thefe {fupplications, the -

¢ -eggs may receive great hurt by thefe cold x;vaﬂxings. I hold it
“ to be better to wath them with white wine, or with the urine
© < of a healthy boy.” '

The lower clafs of men here wear linen-trowfers, which reach
to the knees, much like the Highland fillebegs, and fandals
made of cord. The women have no caps, but plait their hair
behind in a {piral figure,  and faften it with a large filver pin, in

the fame'manneras-thofe of Bologna and Naples. » Wedined at

- Algemesi, and proceeded five leagues to Valencia, where we
arrived in the evening, having travelled nine leagues this day;
and put up at the Golden Crofe, which is a pretty good inn..

. Valencia is one of the "Iargeﬁ cities in Spain, and has an uni- :

verfity : its form is circular, and it is fituated half aleague from

the fea, 39° 34/ lat. and 22° long. from the ifle of Ferro, on a
river called El Rio Blanco, or Turia, which does not however

- run through the city, butby.the fide of‘it. There are five hand- .

fome flone bridges built over this river, three of which have
each ten arches, another has nine, and the laft has thirteen.
' Without
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without the gates are the college of pope Pius V. and the palace
of the v1ceroy, though this title is now altered to that of cap-\
tam—general The alameda, or mall, refembles our St. James’s
Park, but is much more beautlful by reaforx of the trees, which
are palms, cyprefs , elms, and - mulberry trees 1nterm1xed of :
~ which there are four double rows, formmg three walks - or

. alleys. There are many agreeable walks along the rlver ﬁde,‘
which are faced with ﬁone, the better to refift the force of the
. water in winter. On one of the walls is a new ftone ﬁatue of
St. Pedro Pafqual but T could not learn who this faint was. In
this wall was lately fixed a ftone, with part of a Roman fepul-

"ohral 1nfcr1pt10n, as follows 2

- SODALI CIV.
VERNARUM
COLENTE' SIDIDE.

A ‘plan of this city; in four fheets, ‘was pilhliihed i 170 5;?

The day after my arrival was the feaft of St. Vincent Fer-
rer, - the patron of this clty, fo that T faw all the friars, and
other idle drones, who fruges carJzzmere natz, pafs in rev1ew,

or proceﬁion' 50 de

" Monks, fide by fide W1th monks, went two by two.”

~ As 1 fat in a bookfeller’s {hop here, I prcked up a book in
' fmall quarto, being a defcription of the c1ty Half of it is a rela~
tion of the « prodrgxous relics” contained in the ¢ holy cathedral:”’

' -Dd . - - . they
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* they- confift of fome of the Vlrgm 3 hair ; a fhirt Wh1ch the made:
for:her fon, which is without feams; two grains. of the myrrh:
offered by the holy kings 5 a bit of the fkin of St. Bartholomew;;
eight thorns from the crown of Chrift, « partly whole and part--

"ly broken ;*” three of St. George’s fingers, with. a piece of his:

~ banner; thefe ought cértainly to be préferved in.England ; item,.

relics. of the eleven thoufand v1rgms 3 fome lfgmzm crucisy. &,
All.which I negletted.to fee. o

s The thorns, ar;e Pl_'QBablY' lik‘e fome 6f thofe feen by Sir- John:
Maundevile, in.1322,. and of which he gives. the following ac--
count ;. '

« And’o-partie of the crowne- of oure Lord, wherwith he was-

i i e e AR W Yo

3 | ’ ! , « crowned, and many, other.relikes, ben in France in the kynges:
% ¢ chapelle, and the crowne lythe in a veffelle of criftalle richely-
i

« dyghte. - For a kynge of Fraunce. boughte 'theife. relikes fom~

¢k t}rme of the Jewes, to whom the emperoﬁr had leyde them to:
“¢ wedde, (pledge) for a gret fumme of fylvre. And: zifalle: -
“ be it fo that men feyn, that this- croune is: of: thornes; zeer '
ks fchulle undirftonde that.it was of ]onkes of the. fee, that-is tos
e fey, ru_ihesc of the fee, that prykken as. {charpely as, thornes..

R S B At

* . o B ' * Mr, Ap. Rhys, p: 151, fays, <€ There -is. alfo an eye-.too'th:rof:the giant
1 ) , ¢ St. Chriftopher : there is-a fellow to it at a. town called Coria, in CAaf’rile: .
i : ¢¢;and_a German perfon_ of  quality told. Philip.III. that he. had feen. part of -

¢¢ the fkull of: the, fame faint that held three, pecks The. authenticity, of i -
¢ which precious: relics: bemg unquefhonable, they will be fo many ftanding .

¢. evidences againft cardirial Baromus, Who was. fo.. rth as to affert that St .
<¢.Chriftopher. was no giant,”

GRS T L
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% For I have feen and beholden many tymies that of Parys; and
“that of Conftantynoble: for thei ‘were bothé¢ on made of
« ruffches of the fee. But men han departed hem in two par=
«ties: of the whiche o part is at Parys, and the other part is
¢ at Conftantynoble; and I have on of tho precyoufe thornes,
< that femeth licke a white t'horﬁ; and that Wwas zoven to mé
<« for gret fpecyaltee. For there are many of hem broken and
« fallen into the veffells that the crowne lythe in¢ for thei breken
« for dryenefle; when men meven hem, to fchewen hem to
« grete lordes that comen thidre.”

«. This extra& may ferve as .a’fpecimeﬁ of the ftyle of this curi=
ous book, of which I have an edition in Italian, printed at
Mﬂan in 1480, in Gothic chara&ers : this edition is not men-
tioned invthe preface to the Englifh one of 1724 It may mot
‘be amifs to obferve in this place; though foreign to the fubjed,
‘the great affinity which the Englith lan‘guaée’ of that age bears
‘tothe prefent Dutch language: many of the expreflions ufed
in this bddk are literally Dutch ; for inftance; ¢ waren fuftren 3
< haddén lever ; fchipmannes'; ‘wanhope; zc€ wyten wel,”
&e. &e. ’ Hotuad

At the end of .the abové-mentioned Spanifh book, printed in
1738, are chronological tables, of which the following are
extraéts. . ‘

Anno
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"Anno

1250,
1362.
~ 13720
1384.
I410.,
1416..

1418..
k4.55..

‘1469;

1549..
. 1603.

1607.

1609“.-

. 1647

TRAVELS THROUGH
Tne image of the Holy Chrift of Berito is. found drtvmg-
" on the river againft the fiream.. :
‘The great altar. of St. John of the Market, burnt _
The proceffions of the:Corpus are reduced. to a ﬁngleone:
Two holy wafers are found in the mouths of two fifhes..
There are fuch fwarms of locufts. that the cuy ﬁands out

fquadrons to kill them..
"The image of our Lady. of the. Aéandoned i$- made

- In the fame.year, on.the: 18th: of ]une, the Judges wear:

blue robes with gold fringes. -
Tranfit, or tranﬂatlon, of St. Vmcent Ferrer:

 Canonization: of ditto-Saint, the- c:ty celebrates folemn,

 feftivals, ele@s him for patron, and pope Uxban VIII;
approves.of it..

The great altar of, the. cathiedral is burnt ; Afixteen etis

fand two hundred and.fixteen. ounces of melted plate.
‘are afterwards recovered:

Don Lewis Caftelvi. invents- the method of. prefervmg
fnow; and cooling water.. L T :
The: city orders a filver vafe to. be made, to hold the re=.

lics.of St.. Vincent Ferrer.. :
A boy theds.tears of blood:at the: foot: of' the gallows,,
- becaufe he had murdered his father.
The expulfion of  the Moors.out of this city; to the num-.
ber of one thoufand five hundred..

The body of St. Lewis Bertram is carried. in proceffion:'

to fop the progrefs of:the plague..
1051,
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Anno. '
r65r1. Theriver overﬁows the city, and i in the convent of the:
nuns of the mol’c Holy Trlmty, leaves a frog in a.
holy-water vafe.
1731. This moft illuftrious city eftablithes a houfe for the:
. fabric of tallow candles..:
1734 A capacious tennis-court is built. , :
' 1737. A fabric fortiles and: earthen-ware erected.
In:this year,. on: Monday the 11thi of November; the:
profefled houfe of the company of Jefus; celebrates
. with feftive- demonftrations the canonization. of St.

Erancis Regis, ‘ &c
Thefe memorable events:may make a pretty addmon to a httla
= Book of chronologlcal tables lately pubhfhed

The city iy walled, -and . has- five gates. ~The peafants are
“drefled in white linen waiftcoats and trowfers, with net halr-capsl
- The houfes:are all numbered, - and the names of the fireets are
painted on _txlesnon.‘the corner houfes. - A great number of
ﬁngle:horfe.ehaifes ply.in the fireets : the horfes have no bits in
their mouths, but are govefned by ¢avegons,.or nofe-bands, in

the fame manner as they are at Naples.

The royal road intended” to be carried on quite to Madrid,
which i is three hundred andtwenty—two miles, was lately begun,
and about ten miles of it are already finifhed, very broad, level

and. exadly.in a firait line, fo that it furpaffes the celebrated road
: . from
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from Rivoli to Turin, which is nine miles in length. About a
league from. Valencia, the fea forms a lake of near three leaguies
long, and a 'leaghe broad, called Albufera, inhébi}ed by vaft
quantities of fith and water-fowl, among which are great\ num-
bers of flamingos. | :

Valencia is built on a fpot of ground perfeétly flat : the houfes
are very high, and the ftreets narrow and crooked : it contains
fourteen parith churches, twenty-two convents of friars, and

nineteen of nuns, with feven colleges. In the court of the Pa-

triarchal college is a fountain, in the midft of which is a fine

marble ftatue of a woman, the drapery efpecially is very beau-
tiful.  8t. Mary de los Defamparados (of-‘thé Abandoned), is a
new o&angular chapel, with a cupola pretty well painted in
frefco. ~'The ceiling of the church of St. John del Mercao (of the |
Market) was pain'te?dr in frefco- by Palomino, jin 1699. The.
church of SantaCaterina Nueva, is extremely elegant, the in-

fide being entirely of the fineft marble and gilt bronze. The

“church of St. Francis is equally beautiful and riante, being

*in the infide plain white ftucco with gilt ornaments, in a very

good tafte, and not overdone. 'There is nothing remarkable in

~ the cathedral : T afcended the fteeple, and from thence had a fine |

profpe&t of the whole city, the adjacent country, and the fea.

The dogana, or-cuﬁomv-houfe, was built in 17605. and r"is a |

- meat fquare, of feven windows on each fide to every ftory. A

temporary wooden edifice is erected for the bull-feafts.

- 'The
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- The prefent filk-market was formerly a church, . I made an
excurfion to el Grado, which is a fmall village on the fea-fide
; th‘e‘ Ih'ore/ 1s 'qhite flat, and there is no harbour, fo that only
fmall fithing veflels.can remain here in fafety. I afterwards fpent d o S,
a day at Morviedro (Muriveteres), the ancient Saguntum, four
" leagues north from Valencia, which. was fituated on the top of
a niountéin, about a league from the fea, commanding an ex—
tenfive profpe&,l Hannibal beﬁege_d it, and dd'ring nine months
 the inhabitants refifted all- the forces of Carthage; and, at laft
prefled by famine, prefelred being buried in the ruins of their-
city to being taken by the. beﬁegers this happened in.the year-
of Rome 535, one hundred. and eighty-two years ‘before the:
, ~3 “vulgar ra. 'The modern v1llage is builtat the foot of the moun=-
tain. The extenﬁve walls of Saguntum, Wh1ch are yet remain--
ing,. and are embattled fhow that that city was very large: it is
difficult to get oven ‘the heaps- of ruins, and-loofe-pieces: of:
rock WHich are within thefe walls; and the difficulty is augment-

ed: by. their: belng over-run with the: Indlan ﬁg, or: prxckly pears,
- whxch forms impenetrable barriers:.

{ ‘ - €«

In {hapelefs ruin alI

And 1nd1an figs o er—top the mould’rmg Wall

After much clambering,. my gulde condué’ced me: to-the ruins: of:
the amphitheatre,. which is- a- femicircle. of two hundred and:
~ fixty-fix. Englifh feet in:diameter . it is fituated on- the {lope: of:
the mountain, and enough of i it remains to dlﬁmgulfh the: plan ::

itis, bux.t with a kind..of. flint;, each ftone: is:about'. nine: inches:
fquare :
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“fquare; the cement is of morter "There are. tvven't'y-tlwo rows

, of feats, and three. rows of ‘entrances [‘vomzlorm], nine in the

uppermoft, eleven in the middlemoft, and fix in - the ‘under-

‘moft. Near this lies a ftone eight feet Tong, and two feet thick,
fculptured on both fides with ftars of fix points. Over a door-

way, which -yet remains, is a white marble ftatue, without a

head, about two feet high, the drabﬁry of which is very finez

‘underneath is an infcription on a ftone which has™ been taken

out of the wall, and replaced with the letters upfide down: an’
iron ring is feen- in the door-cafe, which formerly received the
hinge. At fome diftance,  in a niche of the wall, is another
mutilated ftatue of white marble, of the fame fize as the other,
Here are alfo two other infcriptions ;- and in the wall, near a gate

of the modern town, are inferted eight flones with as many

snore *: a French hermit has refided on this mountain many

years : ~he was-at that time in his eightieth- year, but was fill

able to delcend every day into the town, to procure provifions :
-7ke went by the name of Don Claudio, and told me that he was

prefent at the battle of Almanfa, in 1707. After we had e.mp"t‘ied
a bottle of wine together, I returned to Valentia.

During my ﬁay in this city, I had the honour of dining with

the captain-general, or viceroy, count de Sayve.  That noble-

man is a Fre-nchman, aﬁd was then near ninety edos of age'.

* Al thefe infcriptions have been commumcated to the Socxety of Antl-
guaries in London. : a
. In the Latin work, entltled Eman, Martini Epiflolarum, is a pla.n of
thls amphxtheatrc. : .

Sir
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Sir William Duncan * and his lady, and Mr. Bofwell {brother to
~ the gentleman who has publithed an account of Corfica), who

‘refides here engaged in commerce, - were of the party: his ex- -

<ellency regaled us with Englith porter and ale. - In theevening
we adjourﬁe_d to Sir William’s houfe, where we were entertain-
, ed with a con\cért and a ball. ;

Valencia formerly had the p.rivi'l_»ege- of ‘coining -cdppe*f"

money : the laft pieces are dated 1710. - I procured one of thee

_ dineros, and one-of fix: on one fide are the arms of Spain, and

on the reverfe the letter V under a royal crown.

“There is a peculiar diale& ufed in this province, much re=

Yembling the Patois Lz?nb/in; Iprocured the only three pamphlets

which have been printedinit: one of them.contains ninety

pages, and 1s inti_tled, ¢..Rondalla de anddlles a mitaci0 del .

Cuento de Cuentos de Quevedsy y de la Hiftoria de Hiftories de Don
Diega de- Torres, compofia y treta a llum per un-curivs apaffionat

4 la Lengua Llemofina, 1769 : that is, ¢ ‘Story of Stories, in

Tmitation of the Tale of Tales of Quevedo, and of the Hiftory -

«of Hiftories of Torres, compofed and brbught to-fthe_light by a
«curious Lover of the Limofin language.” I bought a book in

Naples, written on the fame plan, in the Neapolitan. jargon,

entitled, « Lo Cunto de li Cunte;” « Tale of Tales,” by John

Alexis Abattutis, 1728, five hundred and ten pages. The other

% This éentleman died at Naples in September 1774.

. e two
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two Valencian books are a defcrlptlon of the feftival of the Cor—

pzu in meafured profe,ﬁ of which thefe are fpecimens. -

Parroquies, convénts, mercat,, Parifhes; convents, market;.

Alameda,, ermita, ri,.

Lo palan, dit del Real,

Los cinch ponts,ab fes armde.c,
X altres prodigs femetjants,
Admirantfe de tos ells, |

- Puix Valencia.es.un encant.

La werge quen en 'la burréta

 Va,. en lobon Fefus al brag

Sabran la Suyta es de Egypte

Rue Maria-y Fofép- caft:
Feren, guardant & fon fill
De Herodes que era indignat.

Elm-walk, hermitage, river,

The palace; called.Royal,

The five bridges, with their. aréhes;;,
And other {imilar prodigies,

Are all to be admired;

Eor. Valencia is.an.enchantment.-.

i. e.. appears. as. an. enchanted,

| place by reafon of its beauty; and indeed the Spamards always;
call it Valencia-la Hermofa, the Beautiful..

The Virgin whoon theafs. |~

Goes, with.the good Jefus. in her:
arms. _ ‘

You muft know, is.the flight into,
Egypt,

That Mary and chafte Jofeph.

Made, guarding their fon

From Herod who was.angry.

The fo]l'oWi‘ng words will be fufficient to fhow the affinityy
which this dialect bears to the French language. . -

: .D}ZI 2




arbres trees, Jon pare

- paper  paper,  famare

murmur MUrMUr, fon marit.

paraules words,

08 bone,

The other book is intitled

A I N SEPPT S
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Déu  God, paffatemps paftimes, argent  filver,

el diable the devil, d’i‘l)él:/lbl?.!’ﬁ divérﬁons, autumne. autumn,
lhome  the man, gent people,  clan key,
wvida . life, - interes intereft, - coll ) " neck,
mort death, decentment decently, dent - btooth,
anim  foul, | cel ~ heaven, | Jam h‘ﬁngerr'
lamor love,v . terra " .garth,- | S ‘thread, |
martyr martyr, /i - he, Sfum {moke,
confeffor confeflor, fof - fun, " . - Joc - joke,

. reftor reQor,  [luna moon, Hum light,
loncle  the uncle, ulls eyes, - . nmom name,
jz;dz;o Jew, genolls knees, pa 7 bread,

) any  year,  peus feet, v wine,
el mon. theworld, mol2 mill, . - pore }iog,

. his father, ) fablo fand,

his mother,  torrent torrents)

her hufband, wernis  varnifh,

bon viatge . good journey, vomit; vomit,
wulleh dir- Twill fay, . &

« Prﬁifes of the Hebrew, Greek,

« Latm, Caﬁﬂlan, and Valenc1an languages,” in forty-four

a pages, written in 1574, and reprinted 1765. In this work the
-author modefily gives the preference to the Valencian diale&,
quotes fixty of its words, which are pure. Latin, and twice that
" pumber which vary but little from it. An oration of three

B ez T ~_'pag‘es

sz )
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pages in length is alfo inferted, which is Spanith and La.tm, al=
moft hterally at the fame time..- ‘

M_oﬁ of the Valencians,\ Ai>n.- fpeaking Spanifh;. Aprono‘unce‘ thiee
ci like our Englith 24, thus, /a thiudad de Valenthia, -and have:
a kind of lifp, which is not difagreeable, efpecially when it pro-
ceeds from the mouth of a pretty woman.

I was in.hopes,of‘ féeing a: play in this: city, but, as'it had not:
rained for fome months, a ftop-was put to-all public diverfions ;,
{o. that it is natural to fuppofe; that the Spaﬁiards believe that pro-.
hibiting plays is a fure method. of obtaining rain; indeed it is.
infallible at the long run, fon~fuppoﬁng diverfions were to be:’
fufpended for a year, there would moft probably fall. fome:
thowers in/that| time;, and:they Would’iiﬁmediatel_y be attributed:

‘to the merits of their: felf-denial; in abftaining from vain enter-.

tainments.*,

. On.the 25th of April, L fet out from Vaalencia: early in thie:
morning,

¢ while dewy‘. drops.hung. trembling on the tree;”

% In the Delices de PEfpagne; vol. iv.. I find that the: church of St;.
Andrew’s ¢ principal ornament is the body. of a faint of a frefh.date, but:
¢t very powerful in.works and in.miracles ; his name was Francis.Jerom Simon,,
¢ and he died in 1612: it;is faid that during his life he concealed the pre-
¢ cious talent he poflefled ofuworkin-g‘ miracles, but that he revealed it on,

"¢ his death-bed, Five years after his death, his altar was feen hung with as:

¢ many fhirts, and other prefents, made by thofe whom he had cured,, as any;
¢ altar of the moft ancient.and famous faints in.Spain,”
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and after travelling five leagues, 'dined at Cullera, and then pro~

ceeded three long leagues to Gandia, on a heavy fandy heath,

producing pine-trees and aloes: this town is about a mile from: -

the fea, and from the thore the ifland of Yviga may be difcern~
ed in clear weather. '

April 26. We were this day near feven hours in going three
leagues, to a fmall village called la Puebla, on'a very bad flony
road. The chaife overfet, but we luckily efcaped any mifchief, and.

remained, as Mr. Pennant fays, after travelling on a fimi~

lar :oad,

——— awond’rous token:

Of Heav’n’s kind care, with necks unbroken..

Therbea;'trity of the country compenfated for the badnefs-of ‘the:
roads, whichlie through foréfts: of ‘palm, ‘mulberry, garoferos.
and olive trees-; fields of wheat and barley, bordered by pome-
granate hedges, of which. the fcarlet blofloms formed a pleafing
contraft to the variegated greens among which they grew. Om:
ea-CHﬁde‘of the road are {mall canals, like thofe in the e_n‘irirons
of Xativa.” In the evening we travelled three leagues farther, . to-
the village of Onteniente.. The weather began to grow excef~:

~fively hot, fo that it was only poflible to travel in the morning, s

and cveni_ngi the reft of the day being fpent within doors in eat=:
ing, drinking, and fleeping. In.thefe fouthern regions, at'this:
feafon,. the fun: ' :

Dartss
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Parts on the head dire@ his forceful ray,
And fiercely theds intolerable day.

The fnakes began now to be feen bafking in the {un on the
‘roads: we fhot feveral of them. Lizards of different fizes, from
two inches to eighteen, {warmed among the ftones and walls:

- the fmaller fort are harmlefs, the larger are very ﬁerce and
dangerous. I have feen feveral, which being purfued by a little
- dog I had with me, would turn about and ftand at bay, hifling
‘violently : their mouth opens wide enough to admit a hen’s egg;
and their bite is {o tenacious, that I have lifted them from the
ground by putting a ftick in their mouths: the tail eafily breaks -
off from the body, and continues for a long time alive. Dr. .
Gold{mith, in the feventh volume of his Hiftory of Animated

‘Nature, fays, ¢ Salt{eems to be much more efficacious in de-

~ “firoying thefe “animals ‘than  the knife; for, upon being

¢ {prinkled with it, ithe whole body emits a vifcous liquor, and

» 1 wasat

~ ¢ the lizard dies in three minutes in great agonies.
that time ignorant of this particular, or I fhould have made the
experiment, which I have tried on {nails, ‘and found it to have
the fame effe it is here faid it will have on lizards, and which
is not improbable. ‘I fhot many of them when they were run-
ning up the trunks of trees : they’ were very beautlfully {peckled
with green, blue, and yellow, and were as cold as ice to the
touch. The hot weather likewife hatched into life myriads
of infeds, of which the mulfquitos, or gnats, were the moft

-troublefome,

~—the
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- === the air
Was peopled with the infet tribe that float-”
- Upon the noontide beam —, =~ Mason..
' The walls were covered with them in the mornings ; to thofe
walls they had ﬁxed themf{elves, fatiated with our blood. An in-
finite variety of butterflies, formed the moft pleafing and beautiful:

clafs.of thcfe new-born: infe&s, which. o )

Ope’d their gay downs, and fpread’ the:r gold-dropp dL‘
wings , :
Turn’d every, beauty to the funny ray,

And winnow’d with foft: ng their eafly Way
: HARTSsON..

The fleeplés of the churches we: faw this déy, are of very-
Handfome architeGture, and bear fome refemblance to that of the:
New-church in the Strand; in London.
 April 27.; This 'day, after a-very high wind, fome fhowers
of rain fell, which were the firft I had feen for.upwards of two-
months. It: is hardly poffible to exprefs how beautiful an ap--
pearance the country made afterwards 3. the trees were all reviv<
ed, andthe duft.being wafhed off their leaves, gave them a ver=
dure of an uncommon.luftre. This province is termed the:
garden of Spain, and may very Juﬁly be: termed that of Europe..-
We dined at a venta, inthe hogﬂy, as-the fmoke in the parlour,.
which had no chimney, was infufferable. We pafled the night -

'xim.the&il]age of Villena, having travelled fix leagues over.a:
| o flat:



26 = TRAVELS THROUGH

flat country, producing pines, olives, and barley ; and environ-
ed with high mountains. No oats grow in'Spain :  horfes and
mules are fed with chopped firaw and baﬂey, becaufe oats
would be of too heating a nature in thefe climates. Abundance
of ¢feorzoners grows in thefe parts. ‘ |

April 28. We this day paffed by the town of Sax, which
poflefles a ruined Moorifh caftle (a view of which is inferted -
in one of the plates of this work), built on the fummit of a very
~high and craggy rock, both together forming a very romantic
and remarkable view, to which Mr. Mafon’s lines may be applied

with propriety :

— Time’s gradual touch
Has moulder’d into beauty many a tow’r,
 'Which when it frown’d with all its battlements |
Was only terrible.——

‘We dined at Mo_nfofte, and at night arrived at Alicante, having
travelled near ten leagues: the road was tolerable, and partly .
over mountains covered with olive-trees. The diftance from
Valencia to Alicante is about one hundred and fixty~four miles.
This city is celebrated for the goodnefs of its harbour, which is
quite open, but with fecure anchorage, and'is ufually full of
- thips loading wines, falt, and glafs-wort. 'The city is built on
the ‘fﬂo.pe of a high mountain, on the top of which the cafile is
fituated. It contains twenty thoufand inhabitants, among whom
are three or four Englith -families; three parifh churches, fix

convents
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tonvents of monks, énd three of nuns : it has five gates; fifty- -
'elght cannon are planted on three baﬂzlons The garrlfon con-

- fifts of twelve hundred foldiers, and “eight hundred militia-men.

, There is a fmall 1nconﬁde1able theatre here

Robert Wilkie, Efq. his majeﬂy”s conful, \;vas fo oblig-f
"ing as to take me in his carrlage to fee las huertas, or the gar-
‘dens, two leagues north from the town. I obferved in the go-
vernor’s garden, a filk-tree and fome madder plants; and in
‘that of el Sefior Barnabeu, a very Iarge garofero, or earrobe
tree; it produces annually one hundred and thirty arrobes of
fruit (each arrobe is twenty-fix pounds) which are fold for
feventy dollars, about eleven pound fourteen ﬂnlhngs* Alrnondo, :
pomegranates, double-leaved imperial myrtle manges, and

lemons, are extremely plentiful in thefe gardens.

On our return home we pafled through feveral fields of barilla,
which is ufed in making glafs. In Miller’s Gardener’s Dic-
tionary is an account of this plant, of which here follows an

extract :

¢« Salfola, Salicornia, Glafls-wort, Soude.
¢ It is an annual plant which rifes about five or fix inches
¢ high, fending out many fide-branches from the bottool,»whieh

“ fpread on every fide: the feed ripens in autumn, foon after -

* This tree may ferve as companion to the great orange—tree near Oporto,

Fdr . on T .t . Winghich
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. Which the plant decays. The manner of making the fal al-
¢ kali is as follows: having duga trench, they lay laths acrofs:
¢ 1it, on which they place the herb in heaps, and having made’

« a fire below, the liquor which runs out of the herb drops to. M
¢ the bottom, which at length thickening becomes fal alkali,

¢ which is partly of a black and partly of an afh colour, véry'
"" tharp aﬁd» corrofive, and of a falﬁfh ‘tafte:  This, when.
“-th‘oroughly hardened, becomes like a ﬁoyne,‘ and is called | foude,

¢ or barilla . it is exported from. Spam into. other countries for-

. & maklng of glafs

The leaves of this plant are long, narrow, ﬂefhy, andfull’ of ’
juice, like thofe of famphire. " The ftone likewife enters into the-
. compofition of foap+:-it is ufually exported in mafles of feven or-
 eight -hundre'd weight. | The beft:is that which grows in the:

environs of Alicante..

The next day the conful’s nephew was {o kind: as-to accom--
pany me-on an excurfion to a neighbouring ifle: we {et out early-
in the morning in a coach drawn by fourmules, and after. tra--
- velling four leagues arrived at the villaée of Santa Pola, near:
which I counted no lefs than fifty-thiree Dutch- thips that were"
loading falt. We had brought provifions with us, and as-
there was no inn, we dined.in the houfe of one-of. the inhabi--
tants, with two very agreeable Spanifh-women. After dinner:
we embarked- in a boat for the ifland of Nueva Tabarca, Whiéh; ;
is only a league off, and landed: on it after an hour’s failing;

This:
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This ifland is about three miles in circumference, and is {o barren,

that there is not a tree to be found on it, nor a drop of water, *

except what is brought from the continent. It contains about
four hundred inhabitants, who are all Spaniards, redeemed at
the king’s expence from the flavery in which they were in Bar-
bary : there is a town built for them, and at that time the
church was nearly finifhed : the fireets are very regular, the
houfes {fmall, and with flat roofs. Thefe poor people live rent-
free, and for the firft year had each about nine pence a day
allowed them by government: over the gate is an infcription
in Latin and Spanifh, importing, that the Count de Aranda
caufed this colony to be planted in the reign of Charles IIL.
1771. “The inhabitants fay that they are in a worfe fituation at
‘prefent, than'they were when under captivity: they are never
fuffered to.land on the continent, and fare often diftreffed for
provifions and water,” when tempeftuous weather prevents 'the
paflage of boats to theifland. They have contrived a manu-
fadtory, of ropes, the profits of which barely keep them from
ftarving. After a fhort ftay here, we returned to our boat,
landed in half an hour at Santa Pola, and then went back to

Alicante.

On the third of May I-fet out for Murcia, and having gone
four leagues, arrived at the large town of Elche, which is very
agreeably fituated in the midft of a foreft of palm trees. The
chief church, which was built in 1682, is of white ftone, with
an elegant cupola : the front is very handfomely carved: on

Ff2 - each
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each ﬁde of the pr1nc1pal entrance are three columns, onecf”
-which is plain, the next fluted, and the third twifted. fprrally t
over thefe is reprefented the Affurhption of the Virgin, environ—
ed by angels; and on the great altar is a tabernacle ornamented -
with eight neat marble columns.

I intended to have paid a vifit here to the celebrated Dona
]orge ]uan, ‘who, jointly with Don Antonio de Ulloa, publifh~.-
ed an account of America (in four volumes in fmall folio); which.
is tranflated into Englifh; but being mformed that he was:
confined to hrs bed throughvﬁcknefs, 1 did. not chufé. to troublec
- him. He died a few weeks, after: Inthe:afternoon. we pafleds
'through the town. of Albaterra, Where there is. a. very. neat:
«church, with a cupola and two turrets.; and then travelling be-

tween mountains on a good road, pafled the night at Orihuelay.
Whrc,h is-a fmall town, fituated on:the river Segura, ‘containing-
feven or eight churches. This day’s journey was: nine long;:
leagues. ' ' o R

May 4. We this. morning travelled four leagues; on- a plain:.
of wheat fields and mulberry trees; the road was very goods. |
and arriving at the city of I Murcia, we put. up at an inn kept by
gypﬁes the firft floor, which I occupied, was.little better. than.
a hog-fty ; I agreed with a French ¢raiteur that he ﬂmuld,h
furnifh me with provifions ready drefled, as our landlord and;

landlady could not fupply us. with ¢ any thmg
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The Horfe wh1ch I had bought at Madrld bemg qulte worn’
sut with fatigue, grew fo lame, that finding him’ utterly in-
capable of any future: fervice, I made a prefent of him to a’,
peafant before we arrived at Orihuela; “who, in rethfn, lent my’
fervant’ an af§ to convey him to Murcia, hi’infelf accompanying: -
us-on foot, to bring his af§ back: The horfe; which was literal=.
ly a Rocinante,. had coft me but five pounds, and had travelled'
‘nyear feven hundred miles with me. The name Rocinante is com~-

pofed: of two- Wofd's, rocin an ordinary horfe, and ante Héf(_)frc.fa ‘

- The marquls de Clermont was arrived here with hxs lady
“they were on their way to Lifbon : his excellency was appomt-;- |
ed ambaﬂ'ador from the court of France to that of Portugal and’.

" had taken the opportumty of travelling through Spain. I did’ ]

myfelf the honour of Waltmg on'them, and had the pleafure of -
converfing with the beautiful marchlonefs They fet out the:
-next-day for Madrid.

The fitft object of my attention in Murcia, after having de-
livered my lettérs of introduion, was the cathedral : . it is built.
of white Pcone, and’ ornamented with much carving on tlie out= -

fide, executed in-1 5215 part of Wluch reprefents large chains~
‘ ‘ez‘ctremely well cut:- theycwere then building 2. handfome {quare-
ﬁéne tower to this church. The city contains' tWehty' thoufand'.
inhabitants : the ftreets are very narrow ; - but" before the -archs |
‘\b1£hops palace is an ample plazza extending to- “the river Se—~i
gura, which divides the city: 1nto two pretty -equal “parts, com=-

mumcatm&
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-tmuﬁicating with each other by a "very'neavtv fone bridge of two
arches. ‘There is an agreeable walk along the river fide, be-
;ginning from (the large convent of St. Francis, and continued
about amile. The bull-feafts are kept in the great fquafe, tem-
.p,‘ora,ry{ feats being on -thofe occafionis ereGted for the fpe&atoré,

fome of whom hire places in the houfes which environ thofe

-~ feats.

The alameda, -or public walk, is planted with four rows of
«elms: at one end is a flone ftatue of the Virgin Mary, and at
the other end thofe of the late king and queen of Spé-in, each
ftatueis plaéed on the top of a high ftone column. 1 do not re-
“colle&t to have feen in any othér place fuch bad flatues as thefe
are, in fo confpicuous a fituation. The public gra.nary'ié- a very
hrge brick building.  All the principal cities in Spain have a like
edifice ; ~when corn is-plentiful and cheap; the granaries are fill-
ed at the expence of government, and if there fhould after-
wards be a dearth, that corn is fold to the poor at an under

price.

Inevery chief city in Spain is alfo a foundling hofpital, into
- which all children whatever are admitted : there is a fmall wicket -
in the wall, near whichis a bell ; a child may be brought here
at any time of the day or night, the bell is pulled, the wicket
~open§, ‘and a perfon receives the infant, enquiring if it has been
'bapﬁzed. If the parents chufe a;ftervvérds to claim the child,
they may have it again on deferibing it: not only natural chil-

"~ dren
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- dren are thus ‘maintained, but many. of tlhie-lower clafs of tradef-. .
* men who have larger families than they can b*ring'tip,“place,
~ their new-born infants in thefe hofpitals for a few years ; thus, :
_ from the convenience of thefe ‘excellent mﬁttuttons, there can.
p_oﬁibly be no temptation for a tender mother to deftroy her off-
fpring ; an unnatural crime that is' too" frequently cdmmitted in
_countries which arrogate the claim of bemg more civilized.. Italy~ :

alfo contains many of the like hofpltals

1 faw the fmall theatre, Whlcll vvas at that time daily occupled-.:
'by a troop of rope-dancers and tumblers, but. they were foon to--
-~ refign the ftage to a company of itinerant Italian. fingers, whos
__were Juﬂ: arrived from Barcelona, and intended to perform a few:
“operas here During my fhort ftay in Murcia, I fpent every:
: evemng at the houfe of Dofia Terefa Pifia y Rulz, that lady and’

her daughter were {o obllgmg as. to aflemble all their mufical

y acquamtance, themfelves ﬁngmg tonadillas and feguedtllas in a

- far fuperior manner than I had ever heard them fung before ;:

the young lady had made a great progrefs in the ftudy of mufic,.
and accompamed herfelf with the harpﬁchord and guttar, as per-
fe@ly as a profefled miftrefs of the fcience, fo that it was with;
~ the greateﬂ: regret.that I parted from that amiable family, which. - :
I'did-on the 8th of May, and after: travelhng nine leagues, T
arrxved on the fame day at Carthagena. The firft league. was.
among, mulberry trees, and’ then paﬁinv over a ridge: of. rocks,
the remainder. of the road  is. on.a. heath with: a: feW barley:

' ﬁelds:v
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fields on each fide. . We dined at a venta, and in Carthagena
put up at a French.inn, the fign of the Golden Eagle,

The next day, Sunday, gth of May,I waited on Daniel Bomeefter,
efq. his mz{jeﬁy3é conful here: he accompanied me to the gover-
nor’ s, general bDon Carlos Reggio: his exwllency is a Sicilian,

“and a grand-crofs kmght of the order of Charles IIl. In the

' evenmg I affifted at a concert in the houfe of Don Juan Manuel
de Cargigal, who.is colonel of ‘the regiment del Principe, quar-
_tered here.: at this entertainment W_erekprefent a great number of

ladies, and near.a hundred and thirty officers.

Carthageria is one of the finelt ports in the Medirerranean,
’ .dnd one of the three royal marine departments ; the other two
‘are Cadiz and Ferrol.  The town much refembles Plymouth :.
,' there aretwo dry-docks, Wh_lch were" conftructed by the late
Don Jorge Juan. The arfenal is walled round : feveral (hips
were at that time on the ﬁocks, and two thoufand ﬂaves, being
~ Moorifh prifoners and criminals, were employed in the lowe{t
offices: I faw many of thefe wretches' pumping water out " of
the docks quite naked, except a cloth wrapped round their
waifts. In the harbour were three {mall gallies and . four
xebecs, wh1ch are .a larger kind of gallies, and are ufed in
cruizes made againft the Moors.’ The land at the entrance of
- the port 1s mountamous, and at that time a caftle was bulldmg k

on a hill to command the arfenal, There are two pubhc walks ;

that



