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IN '1' ROD U CTIO N .

ALTrrovrx the following chronicle bears the name of the
venerable Fray Antonio Agapida, it is more properly a supe:r-
'Structure reared upon ; the fragments which remain of his
work . I t may be asked, who is this . same Agapida, who is
cited with such deference, yet whose name is not to be found
in any of the catalogues of Spanish authors? The question is
hard to answer ; he appears to have been one of the many in-
defatigable writers who have filled the librar ies of the convents
and cathedrals of Spain with their tomes, without ever dream-
ing of bringing their labours to the press . He evidently ,was
deeply and accurately informed of the particulars of the 'wars
between his countrymen and the Moors, a tract of history but
too much overgrown with the weeds of fable . His glowing
zeal, also, in the cause of the Catholic faith, entitles him to be .
held up as a model of the good old orthodox chronic lers, who
recorded, with such p ious exultation, the united triumphs of
the cross and the sword . It is deeply to be regrette d ; ther e-
fore, that his manuscripts, deposited in the libraries of various
convents, have been dispersed during the late convulsions .in
Spain, so that nothing is now to be net of them but disjointed
fragments . 'These, however, are too precious to be suffered to
fall into oblivion, as they contain many curious facts not to
be found in any other historian . In the following work,
therefore, the manuscripts of the worthy Fray Antonio will be
adopted, whenever they exist entire, but will be filled up,
extended, illustrated, and corroborated, by citations from
various authors, both Spanish and Arabian, who have treated
of the subject. The manuscripts themselves are carefully
preserved in the library of the Escurial .

Before entering upon the history, it may be as well to
notice the opinions of certain of the most learned and devout
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historiographers of former times relative to this war . Marinus
Siculus, historian to Charles the Fifth, pronounces it a war to
avenge the ancient injuries received by the Christians from
the Moors, to recover the kingdom of Granada, and to extend
the name and honour of the Christian religion . %

Estevan de Garibay, one of the most distinguished amon
g the Spanish historians, regards the war as a special act of

divine clemency towards the Moore ; to the end, that those
barbarians and infidels, who had dragged out so many centuries
under the diabolical oppression of the absurd sect of Mahomet,
should at length be reduced to the Christian faith . t

Padre Mariana, also, a venerable Jesuit, and the most re-
nowned historian of Spain, considers the past domination of

the Moors as a scourge inflicted on the Spanish nation for its
iniquities ; but the triumphant war with Granada as the
reward of Heaven, for its great act of propitiation in establish-
ing the' glorious tribunal of the Inquisition! °° No sooner,"
says the worthy father, 11 was this holy office opened in Spain,
than there instantly shone forth a resplendent light . Then
it was, that, through divine favour, the nation increased in
power, and became competent to overthrow and trample down
the domination of thc; Moors ." I

Having thus cited high and venerable authority for consi-
dering this war in the light of one of those pious enterprises
denominated crusades, we trust we have said enough to
engage the Christian reader to follow us into the field, and to
stand by us to the very issue of the contest .

* Lucio Marino Siculo, C osas Memoriabiles de Espatfa, lib. xx.
t Garibay, Com p en d . H ilt, Eapaila, lib . x viii. c. 22.
T Mariana, Riot. EBpafla, lib. xzv, a L
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.A C HRON I C L E
OF THE

CONQUEST OF GRANADA .

CHAPTER I
. THEh istory of those desperate and bloody wars, observe s

`ray Antonio Agapida, which have filled the world, with
rumour and astonishment, and have determined the fate o f
mighty empires, has ever been considered as a theme worthy
of the pen of the philosopher and the study of the sage :
What then must be the history of a holy war, or rather, a
pious crusade, waged by the most catholic of sovereigns, for
the restoration of the light of the true faith to one of the
most beautiful but benighted regions of the globe? Listen,
then, while from the solitude of my cell I narrate the events
of the conquest of Granada, where Christian knight and tur =
baned infidel disputed hand to hand every inch- of the fair
land of Andalusia, until the crescent,' that symbol of hea-
thenish abomination, was cast into the dust, and the blessed
cross, the tree of our redemption, erected in its stead.

Upwards of eight hundred years were past and gone since
the Arabian invaders sealed the perdition of Spain, by the
defeat of Don Roderick, the last of her Gothic kings . From
the period of that disastrous event, kingdom after kingdom
had been gradually recovered by the Christian princes, until
the single, but powerful, territory of Granada alone remained
under the domination of the Moors .

This renowned kingdom was situate in the southern part of
Spain, bordering on the Mediterranean Sea, and defended on
the l an d side by lofty and rugged mountains, locking up
within their embraces, deep, rich, and verdant valleys, where
the sterility of the surrounding heights was repaid by prodigalfertility .

The city of Granada lay in the centre of the kingdom,'..
sheltered as it were in the lap of the Sierra Nevada, or chain
of snowy mountains . It covered ; two lofty hills, and a deep

S1 ~



THE C O IP QII E6T O F GRANADA .

valley th at divides them, through which flows the river Darro .
One of these hills was crowned by the royal palace and for-
tress of the Alhambra, capable of containing forty thousand
men within its walls and towers . There is a Moorish trad i-
tion, that the king who built this mighty pi le was skilled in
the occult sciences, and furnished himself with gold and
silver for the purpose by means of alchymy, * Certainly
never was there an edifice accomplishe d in a superior style of
barbaric magnificence ; and the stranger who, even at the

,present day, wanders among its silent and deserted courts and
ruined halls, gazes w ith astonishment at its gilded and fretted
domes and luxurious decorations, still retaining their bril-
liancy an d beauty, in defiance of the ravages of time .

Opposite to the hil l on which stood the Alhambra was its
rival hill, on the summit of which was a spacious plain,
covered with houses, and crowded with inhabitants . I t was
commande d by a fortress called the Alcazaba. The declivities
and sk irts of these hills were covered with houses to the
number of seventy thousand, separated by narrow streets an d
small squares, according to the custom of . Moorish cities .
The houses had interior courts and gardens, refreshed by
fountains and running streams, and set out with oranges,
citrons, and pomegranates ; so that, as the edifices of the city
rose above each other on the sides of the hill, they presented
a mingled appearance of city and grove, delightful to the eye .
The whole was surrounded by high walls, three leagues in
circuit, with twelve gates, and fortified by a thousand and
thirty towers . The elevation of the city, and the neighbour-
hood of the Sierra Nevada, crowned with perpetual snows ,
tempered' the fervid rays of summer ; and thus, while other
cities were panting with the sultry and stifling heat of the
dog-days, the most salubrious breezes played through the
marble halls of Granada .

The glory of the city, however, was its vega, or plain,
which spread out to a circumferen c e of thirty-seven l eagues,
surrounded by lofty mountains . I t was a, vast garden of
delight, refreshed by numerous fountains, and by the silver
windings of the Xenil . The labour and ingenuity of the
Moors had diverted the waters of this ri v er into thousands of
ri lls and streams, and diffused them over the whole surface o f
the plain . Indeed they had wrought up this happy region tc

• Zrzita , lib. zz. c. 4 2.



TRIBUTE T O CA STILI AN CROWN. 3

a 'degree of wonderful prosperity, and took a pride in deco-rating i t, as if it had been a favourite mistress. The hills
were clothed with orchards and vineyards, the valleys em-
broidered with gardens, and the wide plains covered with
waving grain. Here were seen in profusion the orange, the
citron, the fig and pomegranate, with large plantations of
mulberry trees, from which was produced the finest of silk .The vine clambered from tree to tree, the grapes hung in rich
clusters about the peasant's cottage, and the groves were re-joiced by the perpetual song of the nightingale. In a word,
so beautiful was the earth, so pure the air, and so serene the
sky of this delicious region, that the Moors imagined the para-
dise of their prophet to be situate in that part of the heaven
which overhung the kingdom of Granada . *

This rich. and populous territory had been left in quiet pos -
session of the infidels, on condition of an annual tribute to
the sovereign of Castile and Leon of two thousand doblas or
pistoles of gold, and sixteen hundred Christian captives, or, in
uefect of captives, an equal number of Moors to be surren-
dered as slaves ; all to be delivered in the city of Cordova.f

At the era at which this chronicle commences, Ferdinand
and Isabella, of glorious and happy memory, reigned over the
united kingdom of Castile, Leon, and Arragon, and Mule yAber Hassan sat on the throne of Granada .

This Muley Aben Hassan had succeeded to his fathe rIsmael in 1465, while Henry IV., brother and immediate
predecessor of Queen Isabella, was king of Castile and Leon .
He was of the illustrious lineage of Mohammed Aben Alamar,
the first Moorish king of Granada, and was the most potent
of his line . He had, in fact, augmented in power in conse-quence of the fall of other Moorish kingdoms, which had bee

nconquered by the Christians. Many cities and strong places
of the kingdoms which lay contiguous to Granada had re~
fused to submit to Christian vassalage, and had sheltere dthemselves under the protection of Muley Aben Hassan . His .territories had thus increased in wealth, extent, and popula-
tion, beyond all former example ; and contained fourteencities, and ninety-seven fortified towns, besides numerous
unwalled towns and villages, defended by formidable cast le,The spirit of Muley Aben Hassan swelled with h is possessions• Juan Botero Benes, Rel acionea Unive rsales de? Mundo.'h (

4
ariUa

3
, Compe nd . l ib. iv. c . 2.5.

B 2



TH E CONQUEST O F GRANADA.

The tribute of money and captives hud been regularly paid '
by h is father Ismael, and Muley Aben Hassan had, on one
occasion, attended personally in Cordova at the payment .
He had witnessed the taunts and sneers o f the haughty Cas-
tilians, and so indignant was the proud son of Afric at wha t
he considered a degradation of his race, that his blood boiled,
whenever he recollected the humiliating scene .

When he came to the throne, he ceased all payment of the
tribute, and it was sufficient to put him in a transport of rage
only to mention it . '° He was a fierce an d warlike infidel,"
Says the catholic Fray Antonio Agapida ; "his bitterness
against the holy Christian faith had been signalized in battle
during the lifetime of his father, and the same diabolical
spirit of hostility was apparent in his ceasing to pay this most
righteous tribute."

CHAPTER IL `

IN the year 1478, a Spanish cavalier of powerfu l frame
and haughty demeanour arrived at the gates of Grana da; as
ambassador from the catholic monarchs, to demand the arrear
of tribute . His name was Don Juan de Vera, a zealous an d
devout knight, full of ardour for the faith and loyalty for th e
crown. He was gallantly mounted, armed at all points, an d
followed by a moderate but well-appointed retinue.

The Moorish inhabitants looked jealously at .this small but
proud array of Spanish chivalry, as it paraded , with that
stateliness possessed only by Spanish cavaliers, through the
renowned gate of Elvira. They were struck with the stern
and lofty demeanour of Don. Juan de Vera, and his sinewy
frame, which showed him formed for hardy deeds of arms ;
and they supposed he had come in search of distinction, by
defying the Moorish knights in open tourney, or in the famous
tilt with reeds for which they were so renowned . For it was
still the custom of the knights of either nation to mingle in
these courteous and chivalrous contests, during the intervals
of war. When they learned, however, that he was come t o
demand the tribute so abhorrent to the ears of the fiery
monarch, they observed, that it required a warrior of his
apparent nerve to execute such an embassy.

Maley Aben Hassan received the cavalie r in states seated

10
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on a magnificent divan, and surrounded by the officers of his

court, in the Hall of Ambassadors, one of the most sumptuous
apartments of the Alhair bray When De Vera had delivered
his message, a haughty and bitter, smile curled the lip of the

fierce monarch. °' Tell your sovereigns," said he, ~° that the
kings of Granada, who used to pay tribute in money to the
Casti lian crown, are dead. Our mint at present coins nothing
but blades of cimeters and heads of lances .* "

The defiance couched in this proud reply was heard with
stern and lofty courtesy by Don Juan de Vera ; for he was a
bold soldier, and a devout hater of the infidels, and he saw
iron war in the words of the Moorish monarch . He retired from
the audience chamber with stately and ceremonious gravity,
being master of all points of , etiqu2tte As be passed through
the Court of Lions, and paused to regard its celebrated foun-
tain, he fell into a discourse with the Moorish courtiers on
certain mysteries of the Christian faith . The arguments
advanced by these infidels, says fray Antonio Agapida,
awakened the pious indignation of this most Christian knight
and discreet ambassador, but still he restrained himself within
the limits of lofty gravity, leaning on the pommel of his
sword, and looking down with ineffable scorn upon the weak
casuists around him . The quick and subtle Arabian witlings
redoubled their light attacks upon that stately Spaniard, and
thought they had completely foiled him in the contest ; but
the stern Juan de Vera had an argument in reserve, for which
they were but little prepared ; for on one of them, of the raoa
of the Abencerrages, daring to question, with a sneer ; the
immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin, the catholic
knight could no longer restrain his ire. Elevating his voice
of a sudden, he told the infidel he lied, and raising his arm
at the same time, he smote him on the head with his sheathed
sword .

In an instant the Court of Lions glistened with the flash of
arms, and its fountains would have been dyed with blood, had
not Muley Alien Hassan overheard the tumult, and forbade all
a ppeal to' force, pronouncing the person of the ambassado r
sacred, while within his territories. The Abencerrage trea-
sured up the remembrance of the insult until an hour of ven-
geance should arrive, and the ambassador prayed our blesse d

Gari bay , C om pend, lib . al. a 2 P. Conde, Kist. de los Arabes,
p ic. a 3 4 .



THE CONVUEST OF GRANADA.

Lady to grant him an opportunity of proving her imm aculate
conception on the head of this turbaned infidel .

Notwithstanding this occurrence, Don Juan de Vera was
treated with great distinction by Muley Aben Hassan ; but
nothing could make him unbend from his stern and stately
reserve . Before his departure, a cimeter was sent to him
by the king ; the blade of the finest Damascus steel ; the hilt
of agate, enriched with precious stones, and the. guard of
gold . De Vera drew it, and smiled grimly as he noticed the
admirable temper of the blade . "His majesty has given me
a trenchant weapon," said he : " I trust a time will come,
when I may show him, that I know how to use his royal pre-
sent." The reply was considered as a compliment of course ;
the bystanders little knew the bitter hostility that lay couched
beneath .

Don Juan de Vera and his companions, during his brie f
sojourn at Granada, scanned the force and situation of the .
Moor with the eyes of practised warriors . They saw that he
was well prepared for hostilities . His walls and towers were
of vast strength, in complete repair, and mounted with lom-
bards and other heavy ordnance. His magazines were well
stored with all the munitions of war : he had a mighty host
of foot soldiers, together with squadrons of cavalry, ready to
scour the country, and carry on either defensive or predatory
warfare. The Christian warriors noted these things without
dismay ; their hearts rather glowed with emulation at the
thoughts of encountering so worthy a foe . As they slowly
pranced through the streets of Granada on their departure,
they looked round with eagerness on its stately palaces and
sumptuous mosques; on its alcayceria or bazar, crowded
with silks and cloth of silver and gold, with jewels and pre =
cious stones, and other rich merchandise, the luxuries o f
every clime ; and they longed for the time, when all this
wealth should be the spoil of the soldiers of the faith, and
when each tramp of their steeds might be fet lock deep in the
blood and carnage of the infidels.

Don Juan de Vera and his little band pursued their way
slowly through the country to the Christian frontier . Every

The cu rate of Los Pal acios also records this anecdote, but men ,
tions i t as happening on a subseque nt occasion, when Do n Juan do
Vera was sent to negeciate for ce rtain Christian captives. There a p.p ears every reason, however, to consi de r Fray A nto n io Agapida coi reot
in the period to which he refers i t .

~ ,.
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town was strongly fortified . The vega was studde d with
towers of refuge for the peasantry ; every pass of the moun-
tain had its castle of defence, every lofty height its watch-
tower. As the Christian cavaliers passed under the walls of
the fortresses, lances and cimeters flashed from their battle-
ments, and the turbaned sentinels seemed to dart from their
dark eyes glances of hatred and defiance . I t was evident,
that a war with this kingdom must be one of doughty peri l
aid valiant enterprise ; a war of posts, where every step must
be gained by toil and bloodshed, and maintained with the
utmost difficulty . The warrior spirit of the cavaliers kindled
with the thoughts, and they were impatient for hostilities ;
"not," says Antonio Agapida, "from any thirst for rap ine
and revenge, but from that pure and holy indignation, which
every Spanish knight entertained at beholding this beautiful
dominion of his ancestors defiled by the footsteps of infidel
usurpers" " It was impossible," he adds, " to contemplate
this delicious country, and not long to see it restored to the
dominion of the true faith, and the sway of the Christian
monarchs ."

CHAPTER III .

THE defiance, thus hurled at the Castilian sovereigns by
the fiery Moorish king, would at once have been answered by
the thunder of their artillery, but they were embroiled at that
time in a war with Portugal, and in contests with their own
factious nobles. The truce, therefore, which had existed for
many years between the nations, was suffered to continue ;
the wary Ferdinand reserving the refusal to pay tribute as a
fair ground for war, whenever the favourable moment to wage
it should arrive.

In the course of three years the war with Portugal was
terminated, and the factions of the Spanish nobles were for
the most part quelled . The Castilian sovereigns now turned
their thoughts to what, from the time of the union of their
crowns, had been the great object of their ambition, the con-
quest of Granada, and the complete extirpation of the Moorish
power from Spain . Ferdinand, whose pious zeal was quick-
ened by motives of temporal policy, looked with a craving
eye at the rich territory of the Moor, studded with innume-
rable towns and cities . He determined to carry on the war
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with cautious and persevering . patience, taking town after
town, and fortress after fortress, and gradually plucking awav
all the supports, before he attempted the Moorish capital.
" I will pick out the seeds, one by one, of this pomegranate,"
.said the wary Ferdinand .

Muley Aben Hassan was aware of the hostile intentions of
the catholic monarch, but felt confident in his means of resist-
ing them. He had amassed great wealth during a tranquil
reig n ; he had strengthened the defences of his kingdom, aili
had dra Nvn large bodies of auxiliary troops from Barbary,
besides making arrangements with the African princes to
assist him with supplies in case of emergency. His subjects
were fierce of spirit, stout of heart, and valiant of hand :
Inured to the exercise of war, they could fight skilfu lly on,
foot, but above all were dexterous horsemen, whether heavily
armed and fully appointed, or lightly mounted, d la geneta ;
with simply lance and target. They were patient of fatigues

. hunger, thirst, and nakedness ; prompt for war at the first
summons of their king, and tenacious in defenceof their
towns and possessions.

Thus amply prov ided for war, Muley Aben Hassan deter-
mined to be beforehand with the politic Ferdinand, and to be
the first to strike a blow . In the truce which existed between
them, there was a singular clause, permitting either party to
make sudden inroads and assaults upon towns and fortresses,
provided they were done furtively and by stratagem, without
display of banners, or sound of trumpet, or regular encamp-
ment, and that they did not last above three days .t This
gave rise to frequent enterprises of a hardy and adventurous
character, in which castles and strongholds were taken by
surprise, and carried sword in hand . A long time had elapsed,
however, without any outrage of the kind on the part of the
Moors, and the Christian towns on the frontier had all, in
consequence, fallen into a state of the most negligent security .

Muley Aben Hassan cast his eyes round to select his object
of attack, when information was brought him that the fortress
of Zahaaa was but feebly garrisoned and scantily supplied,
and that its alcayde was careless of his charge . This impor-
tant post was on the frontier, between Ronda and Medina

* Granada is the Spanish term for pomegranate.t Zurita, Annales de Arragon, lib, sx, c. 41 . Mariana, Hist. daFepaila, lib. sxv, c. 1,
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Sidonia, and was built on the crest of a rocky mountain, with
a strong castle perched above it, upon a cliff so high that it
was said to be above the flight of birds, or drift of clouds .
The streets, and many of the houses, were mere excavations,
wrought out of the living rock. The town had but one gate,
opening to the west, and defended by towers and bulwarks .
The only ascent to this cragged fortress, was by roads cut in
the rock, and so rugged as in many places to resemble broken
stairs . Such was the situation of the mountain fortress
of Zahara, which seemed to set all attack at defiance, insomuch
that it had become so proverbial throughout Spain, that
a woman of forbidding and inaccessible virtue was c a lled
a Zaharena . But the strongest fortress and sternest virtue
have their weak points, and require unremitting vigilance to
guard them :let warrior and dame take warning from the
fate of Zahara.

CHAPTER IV.
I t was in the year of our Lord one thousand four hundred

and eighty-one, and but a night or two after the festival
of the most blessed Nativity, that Muley Aben Hassan made
his famous attack upon Zahara. The inhabitants of the place
were sunk in profound sleep ; the very sentinel had deserted
his post, and sought shelter from a tempest, which had raged
for three nights in succession ; for it appeared but little pro-
bable, that an enemy would be abroad during such an uproar
of the elements . But evil spirits work best during a storm,
observes the worthy Antonio Agapida ; and Muley Aben
Hansen found such a season most suitable for his diabolical
purposes. In the midst of the night, an uproar arose within
he walls of Zahara, more awful than the raging of the storm .

A fearful alarm cry, "The Moor ! the Moor!" resounded
.through the streets, mingled with the clash of arms, the shriek
of anguish, and the shout of victory. Muley Aben Hassan, at
the head of a powerful force, had hurried from Granada, and
passed unobserved through the mountains in the obscurity o f
the tempest. When the storm pelted the sentinel fiom - his
post, and howled round tower and battlement, the Moors had
planted their scaling ladders, and mounted securely into both
town and castle. The garrison was .unsuspicious of danger
until battle and massacre burst forth within its , very walls .
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It 'seeme d to the affrighted inhabitants, as if the fiends of the
air had come upon the wings of the wind, and possessed t h e m_
selves of tower and turret . The war cry resounded on every
side, shout answering shout, above, below, on the battlements
of the castle, in the streets of the town ; the foe was in
all parts, wrapped in obscurity, but acting in concert by the
aid of preconcerted signals. Starting from sleep, the soldiers
were intercepted, and cut down, as they rushed from their
quarters, or, if they escaped, they knew not where to assemble
or where to strike . Wherever lights appeared, the flashing
cimeter was at its deadly work, and all who attempte d resist-
ance fell beneath its edge.

In a little while, the struggle was at an end. Those who
were not slain took refuge in the secret places of their houses,
or gave themselves up as captives . The clash of arms ceased,
and the storm continued its howling, mingled with the occa-
sional shout of the Moorish soldiery, roaming in search
of plunder . While the inhabitants were trembling for
their fate, a trumpet resounded through the streets, sum-
moning them all to assemble, unarmed, in the public square .
Here they were surrounded by soldiery, and strictly guarded
until daybreak . NIrhen the day dawned, it was piteous
to behold this once prosperous community, which had lain'
down to rest in peaceful -security, now crowded togethe r
without distinction of age, or rank, or sex, and almost without
raiment, during the severity of a wintry storm . The fierce
Muley Aben Hassan turned a deaf ear to all the ir prayers and
remonstrances, and ordered them to be conducted captives to
Granada . Leaving a strong garrison in both town and castle,
with orders to put them in a complete state of defence, he
returned, flushed with victory, to his capital, entering it at the
head of his troops, laden with spoil, and bearing in tr iumph
the banners and pennons taken at Zahara .

While preparations were making for jousts and other festi-
vities in honour of this victory over the Christiana, the cap-
tives of Zahara arrived ; a wretched train of men, women, and
children, worn out with fatigue, and haggard with despair,
and driven like cattle into the city gates by a detachment of
Moorish soldiery.

Deep were the grief an' indignation of the people of Gra-,
Wads at this cruel scene. Old men, who had experienced thecalamities of warfare, anticipated coming troub l es. Mo the rs
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clasped their infants to their breasts, as they behe ld the trap.6
less females of Zahara, with their children expiring in thei r
arms. On every side the accents of pity for the sufferers were
mingled with execrations of the barbarity of the king . . T he
preparations for festivity were neglected, . and the viands;
which were to have feasted the conquerors, were distributed
among the captives .

The nobles and ttlfaquis, however, repaired to the Alhambra
to congratulate the king : fbr whatever storm may rage in the
lower regions of society, rarely do any clouds, but clouds of
incense, r ise to the awful eminence of the throne. In this
instance, however, avoicerose from the midst of the obse-
quious crowd, that burst like thunder upon the ears of Aben
Hassan: 11 Wo ! tiVo ! wo ! to Granada :" exclaimed the
voice, "its hour of desolation approaches ! The ruins o f
Zahara will fall upon our heads : my spirit tells me, that the
end of our empire is at hand ," All shrunk back aghast, and
left the denouncer of wo standing alone in the centre of the
hall . He was an ancient and hoary man, in the rude attire of
a dervise : Age had withered his form, without quenching
the fire of his spirit, which glared in baleful lustre from his
eyes. He was, says the Arabian historians, one of those holy
men termed santons, who pass their lives in hermitages, in
fasting, meditation, and prayer, until they attain to the purity
of saints, and the foresight of prophets. " He was," says the
indignant Fray Antonio Agapida, " a son o f Belial, one of
those fanatic infidels possessed of the devil, who are some-
times permitted to predict the truth to their followers ;
but with the' proviso, that their predictions shall be of no
avail . "

The voice of the santon resounded through the lofty hall of
the Alhambra, and struck silence and awe into the crowd of
courtly sycophants . Muley Aben Hassan alone was unmoved.
He eyed the hoary anchorite with scorn, as he stood dauntless
before him, and treated his predictions as the rav ing of a
maniac . The santon rushed from the royal presence, an d
descending into the city, hurried through its streets and
squares with frantic gesticulations . His voice was hea rd in
every part in awful denunciation . °° The peace is broken, the
exterminating war is commenced. Wo ! wo ! wo ! to Gra-
nada ! its fall is at hand! desolation shall dwell in its palaces ;
i ts strong men shall fall beneath the sword, its children and
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maidens shall be led into captivity ! Zahara is but a type of
Granada! "

Terror seized upon the populace ; for they considered these
ravings as the inspirations of prophecy . They hid themselves .
in their dwellings, as in a time of general mourning ; or, if they
went abroad, it was to gather together in knots in the streets
and squares, to alarm each other with dismal forebodings, and
to curse the rashness and cruelty of the fierce Aben Hassan.

The Moorish monarch heeded not their murmurs . Know-
ing that his exploit must draw upon him the vengeance of the
Christians, he now threw off all reserve, and made attempts to
surprise Castellar and Olvera, though without success . . Hesent alfaquis, also, to the Barbary powers, informing them,
that the sword was drawn, and inviting them, to aid in main .
taining the kingdom of Granada, and the religion of Mahomet,
against the violence of unbelievers .

CHAPTER V .
GREAT was the indignation of King Ferdinand, when he

heard of the storming of Zahara, more especially as it antici-
pated his intention of giv ing the first blow in this eventful
war. He valued himself upon his deep and prudent policy ;
and there is nothing which politic monarchs can less forgive,
than thus being forestalled by an adversary . He imme-
diately issued orders to a ll the adelantados and alcaydes of the
frontiers, to maintain the utmost vigilance at their several
posts, and to prepare to carry fire and sword into the territo-
ries of the Moors, while he despatched friar's of different
orders, to stir up the chiFalry of Christendom to take part in
this holy crusade against the infidels .

Among the many vali ant cavaliers who rallied round the
throne of Ferdinand and Isabella, one of the most eminent
in rank and renowned in arms was Don Roderigo Ponce do
Leon, Marquis of Cadiz. As he was the distinguished chain-
pion of this holy war, and commanded in most of its enter-
prises and battles, it is meet that some particular account
should be given of him. He was born in 143, of the valiant
lineage of the Ponces, and from, his earliest youth had ren-dered himself illustrious in, the fi eld . He was of the middle
stature, with a muscular and powerful frame, capable of greatexertion and fatigue. . His hair and beard were red an

d ---. . "_
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curled, his countenance was open and magnanimous, of a
ruddy complexion, and slightly marked with the smallpox .
He was temperate, chaste, valorous, vigilact ; a just and gene-,
rous master to his vassals ; frank and noble in his deportment
towards his equals ; ,loving and faithful to his friends ; fierce
and terrible, yet magnanimous, to his enemies . He was con-
sidered the mirror of chivalry of his times, and compared by
contemporary historians to the immortal Cid .

The Marquis of Cadiz had vast possessions in the most fer -
tile parts of Andalusia, including many towns and castles ;
and could lead forth an army into the field from his own vas -
eels and dependents. On receiving the orders of the king ,
he burned to signalize himself by some sudden incursion into
the kingdom of Granada, that should give a brilliant com-
mencementmencement to the war, and console the sovereigns for the
insult they had received on the capture of Zahara . As his
estates lay near the Moorish frontiers, and were subject to
sudden inroads, he had always in his pay numbers of adalides,
or scouts and guides, many of them concerted Moors . These
he sent out in all directions, to watch the movements of the
enemy, and to procure all kinds of information important to
the security of the frontier . • One of these spies came to him
one day in his town of 14larchena, and informed him, that the
Moorish town of Alhama was slightly garrisoned, and neg-'
ligently guarded, and might be taken by surprise . This was
a large, wealthy, and populous place, within a few leagues of
Granada. I t was situate on a rocky height, nearly surrounded
by a river, and defended by a fortress, to which there was n o
access but by a steep and cragged ascent. The strength of
its situation, and its being imbosomed in the centre of the
kingdom, had produced the •careless security which now in.,
vited attack.

To ascertain fully the state of the fortress, the marquis
secretly despatched thither a veteran soldier who was highly
in his confidence . His name was Ortega de Prado ; a man
of great activity, shrewdness, and valour, and captain of esca-
ladores, or.those employed to scale the walls of fortresses in
time of attack . Ortega approached Alhama one moonless
night, and paced along its walls with noiseless step, laying his
ear occasionally to the ground or to the wall. Every time he
distinguished the measured tread of a sentinel, an d now and
then the challenge of the nightwatch going its rounds. Find, .
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ing the town thus guarded, he clambered to the castle . There
all was silent : . as he ' ranged its lofty battlements, between
him and the sky, he saw no sentinel on duty. He noticedcertain places where the wall might be ascended by scaling
?adders ; and having marked the hour of relieving guard, and
made all necessary observations, he retired without being
discovered .

Ortega returned to Marchena, and assured the Marquis of
Cadiz of the practicabi lity of scaling the castle of Alhama,and taking it by surprise. The marquis had a Fecret con-
ference with Don Pedro Henriquez, adelantado of Andalusia,
Don Diego de Merlo, commander of Seville, and Sancho de
Avila, alcayde of Carmona, who all agreed toy aid him with
their forces . On an appointed day the several commanders
assembled at Marchena , with their troops and retainers . None
but the leaders knew the object or destination of the enter-prise, but it was enough to rouse the Andalusian spirit to
know that a foray was intended into the country of their oldenemies the Moors. Secrecy and celerity were necessary for
success . They set out promptly, with three thousand genetes
or light cavalry, and four thousand infantry. • `t'hey chose a
route but little travelled, by the way of Antiquera, passing
with great labour through rugged and solitary de files of the
sierra or chain of mountains of Alzerifa, and left all their
baggage on the banks of the river Yeguas, to be brought after
them. Their march was principally in the night ; all daythey remained quiet ; no noise was suffered in their camp,
and no fires were made, lest the smoke should betray them .On the third -day they resumed their march as the evening
darkened, and forcing themselves forward at as quick a pace
as the rugged and dangerous mountain roads would permit,
they descended towards midnight into a small deep val ley,only half a league from Alhama. Here they made a halt,fatigued by this forc ed march during a long dark evening
towards the end of February.

The Marquis of Cadiz now explained to the troops theobject of the expedition. He told them, it was for the gloryof their mos t holy faith, and to avenge the wrongs of their
countrymen of Zahara

; and that the rich town of Alhama ,full of wealthy spoil, was the place to be attacked. Thetroops were roused to new ardour by these words, and de-sired to . be led forthwith to the assault . They arrived close
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to Alhama about two hours before daybreak . Here the army
remained in ambush, while three hundred men were despatched
to scale the walls and take possession of the castle . They
were picked men, many of them alcaydes and officers, men
who preferred death to dishonour. This gallant band was
guided by the escalador, Ortega de Prado, at the head of
thirty men with scaling ladders. They clambered the ascent
to the castle in silence, and arrived under the dark shadow of
its towers without being discovered . Not a light was to be
seen, not a sound to be heard ; the whole place was wrapped
in profound repose .

Fixing their ladders, they ascended cautiously and with ,
noiseless steps. Ortega was the first that mounted upon the
battlements, followed by one Martin Galindo, a youthful
squire, full of spirit, and eager for distinction. Moving
steal thily along the parapet to the portal of the citadel, they
came upon the sentinel by surprise. Ortega seized him by
the throat, brandished a dagger before his eyes, and ordered
him to point the way to the guard-room . The infidel obeyed,
and was instantly despatched, to preven t his giving any
alarm . The guard-room was a scene rather of massacre than
combat . Some of the soldiery were killed while sleeping,
others were cut down almost without resistance, bewildered
by so unexpected an assault : all were despatched; for the
scaling party was too small to make prisoners or to spare .
The alarm spread throughout the castle ; but by this time the
three hundred picked men had mounted the battlements .
The garrison, startled from sleep, found the enemy already
masters of the towers . Some of the Moors were cut down at
once, others fought desperately from room to room, and the
whole castle resounded with the clash of arms, the cries of
the combatants, and the groans of the wounded . The army
in ambush, finding by the uproar that the castle was surprised,
now rushed from their concealment, and approached the walls
with loud shouts and sound of kettledrums and trumpets,
to increase the confusion and dismay of the garrison . A
violent conflict took place in the court of the castle, where
several of the scaling party sought to throw open the gates to
admit their countrymen. Here fell two va liant alcaydes ;
N icholas de Roja and Sancho de Avila, but they fell honour .
ably, upon a heap of slain. At lengt~i Ortega de Prado
succeeded in throwing open a postern, through which the
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Marquis of Cadiz, the adelantado of Anda lusia, and Dot .
Diego de Merlo entered with a host of followers, and the
citadel remained in full possession of the Christians .

As the Spanish cavaliers were ranging from room to room,
the Marquis of Cadiz, entering an apartment of superior rich-
ness to the rest, behe ld, by the light of a silv er lamp, a beau-
tiful Moorish female, the wife of the alcayde of the castle,
whose husband was absent, attending a wedding feast at Velez
Malaga . She would have fled at the ' sight of a Christian
warrior in her apartment, but, entangled in the covering of
the bed, she fell at the feet of the marquis, imploring mercy.
The Christian cavalier, who had a soul full of honour and
courtesy towards the sex, raised her from the earth, and
endeavoured to allay her fears ; but they were increased at
.the sight of her female attendants, pursued into the room by
the Spanish soldiery . The marquis reproached his soldiers
for their unmanly conduct, and reminded them, that they
made war upon men, not . on defenceless women . Having
soothed the terrors of the females by the promise of honour-
able protection, he appointed a trusty guard to watch over the
security of their apartment.

The castle was now taken, but the town below it was in
arms . It was broad day, and the people, recovered from their
panic, were enabled to see and estimate the force of the
enemy . The inhabitants were chiefly me rchants and trades-
people ; but the Moors all possessed a knowledge of the use
of weapons, and were of brave and, warlike spirit . They
confided in the strength of their walls, and the certainty o f
speedy relief from Granada., which was but about eight
leagues distant . Manning.the battlements and towers, they
discharged showers of stones and arrows, whenever the par t
of the Christian army without the walls attempted to a p -
proach. They barricadoed the entrances of their streets also,
which opened towards the castle, stationing men expert at the
crossbow and arquebuse . These kept up a constant are upon
the gate of the castle, so that no one could sally forth withoutbeing instantly wounded or killed. Two valiant cavaliers
who attempted to lead forth a party in defiance of this fatal
tempest, were shot dead at the very portal .

The Christians now found themselves in a situation of greatperil . Reinforcements must soon arrive to the enemy from
(xiran !u3.a, IJnlesa . therefore they ga ined possession of the
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town in the course of the day, they were likely to be sur-
rounded and beleaguered, and with scarcely any provisions iii
the castle . Some observed, that, even if they took the town,
they should not be able to keep possession of it. They pro-
posed, therefore, to make booty of every thing valuable, to
sack the castle, set it on fire, and make good their retreat to
Seville.

The Marquis of Cadiz was of different council . "° God has
given the citadel into Christian hands," said he ; "he will no
doubt strengthen them to maintain it. We have gained the
place with difficulty and bloodshed ; it would be a stain upon
our honour to abandon it through fear of imaginary dangers ."
The adelantado and Don Diego de Merle joined in his opinion ;
but, without their earnest and-united remonstrances, the place
would have been abandoned ; so exhausted were the troops
by forced marches and hard fighting, and so apprehensive of
the approach of the Moors of Granada.

The strength and spirits of the party within the castle were
in some degree restored by the provisions which they found.
The Christian army beneath the town, being also refreshed by
a morning repast, advanced vigorously to the attack of ' the
walls. They planted their scaling ladders, and, swarming
up, fought fiercely with the Moorish ' soldiery upon the
ramparts .

In the mean time, the Marquis of Cadiz, seeing that the
gate of the castle which opened towards the city was com-
pletely commanded by the artille ry of the enemy, ordered a
large breach to be made in the wall, through which he might
lead his troops to the attack ; animating them in this perilous
moment by assuring them, that the place should be given up
to plunder, and its inhabitants made captives .

The breach being made, the marquis put himself at the
head of his troops, and entered sword in hand. A simul-
taneous attack was made by the Christians in every part, by
the ramparts, by the gate, by the roofs and wa lls which con-
nected the castle with the town . The Moors fought valiantly
in their streets, from their windows, and from the tops of
their houses. They were not equal to the Christians in bodily
strength ; for they were for the most part peaceful men, of
industrious callings, and enervated by the frequent use of the
v,•arm bath ; but they were superior in number, and uncon-
querable in spi rit ; old and toumg , strong and weak, fought
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with the same desperation . The Moors fought for property,
for liberty, for life . They fought at their thresholds and their
hearths with the shrieks of their wives and children ringing
in their ears, and they fought in the hope, that each moment
would bring aid from Granada . They regarded neither their
own wounds nor the deaths of their companions, but continued
fighting until they fell ; and seemed as if, when they could no
longer contend, they would block up the threshholds of their
beloved homes with their mangled bodies. The Christians
fought for glory, for revenge, for the holy faith, and for the
spoil of these wealthy infidels. Success would place a rich
town at their mercy, failure would deliver them into the hands
of the tyrant of Granada .

The contest raged from morning until night, when the
Moors began to yield . Retreating to a large mosque near
the walls, they kept up so galling a fire from it with lances,
crossbows, and arquebuses, that for .some time the Christians
dared not approach . Covering themselves at length with
bucklers and mantelets** to protect them from the deadly
shower, they made their way to the mosque, and set fire to
the doors . When the smoke and flames rolled in upon them,
the Moors gave all up as lost . Many rushed forth desperately
upon the enemy, but were immediately slain ; the rest sur-
rendered .

The struggle was now at an end ; the town remained at the
mercy of the Christians, and the inhabitants, both male and
female, became -slaves of those who made them prisoners .
Some few escaped by a mine or subterranean way which led
to the river, and concealed themselves, their wives and child- .
ren, in caves and secret places, }ant in three or four days were
compelled to surrender themselves through hunger .

The town was given up to plunder, and the booty was im-
mense . There were found prodigious quantities of gold, and
silver, and jewels, and rich silks, and costly stuffs of all kinds,
together with horses and beeves, and abundance of grain, and
oil, and honey, and all other productions of this fruitful king-
dom ; for in Alhama were collected the royal rents and tri-
butes of the surrounding country : it was the richest town in
the Moorish territory, and from its great strength and peculiar
situation, was called the key to Granada .

" Mantelet is a moveable parapet, made of thick pIan':a, to protecttmp~ when advancing to sap or assault a walled place .
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Great waste and devastation were committed by the Spanish
soldiery, for, thinking it would be impossible to keep posses

=sion of the place, they began to demolish whatever they could
not take away . Immense jars of oil were destroyed, costly
furniture shattered to pieces, and magazines of grain broken
open, and their contents scattered to the winds. Many Chris-
tian captives, who had been taken at Zahara, were found
buried in a Moorish dungeon, and were triumphantly restored
to light and liberty, and a renegado Spaniard, who had often
served .as guide to the Moors in their incursions into the
Christian territories, was hanged on the highest part of the
battlements, for the edification of the army

. CHAPTER VI

. A bZooa,isx horseman had spurred across the Mega, nor di d
he rein his panting steed until he alighted at the gate of the
Alhambra. He brought tidings to Muley Aben Hassan of
the attack upon Alhama . , " The Christians," said , he, °° are
in the land. They came upon us, we know not whence or
ho w, and scaled the walls of the castle in the night . There
has been dreadful fighting and carnage on its towers and
courts, and when I spurred my steed from the gate of ALhama,
the castle was in possession of the unbelievers . "

Muley Aben Hassan felt for a moment as if swift retri-
bution had come upon him for the woes he had inflicted upon
7ahara. . Still he flattered himself that this had only been
some transient inroad of a party of marauders, intent upon
plunder, and that a little succour thrown into the town would
be sufficient to expel them from the castle, and drive them
from the land . He ordered out, therefore, a thousand of his
chosen cavalry, and sent them in all speed to the assistance of
Alhaxutt . They arrived before its walls the morning after its
capture . The Christian standards floated upon the towers,
and a body of cavalry poured forth from its gates, and came
wheeling . down into the plain to receive them .

The Moorish horsemen turned the reins of their steeds and
gall oped back for Granada . They entered its gates in tumul-
tuous confusion, spreading terror and lamentation b their
tidings. ~° Alhama is fallen ! Alhama is fallen!" exclaimed
they ; " the Christians garrison its walls ; the key of Granada
is in the hands of the enemy !"

a2
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When the people heard these words, they remembered the
denunciation of the santon : his prediction seemed still to
resound in every ear, and its fulfilment to be at hand. No.
thing was heard throughout the city but sighs .and wafflings.
" Woe is me, Alliama !" was in every mouth, and this ejai ;u=
ration of deep sorrow and doleful foreboding came to be the
burden of a plaintive ballad, whichremains to the present day ,

Many aged men, who had taken refuge in Granada, from
other Moorish dominions which had fallen into the power of
the Christians, now groaned in despair at the thought, that
war was to follow them into this last retreat, to lay waste this
pleasant laad, and to bring trouble and sorrow upon their
declining years . The women were, more loud and vehement
in their grief, for they beheld the evils impending over their
children, and what can restrain the agony of a mother's
heart ? Many of them made their way through the halls of
the Alhambra into the presence of the king, weeping, and
wailing, and tearing their hair. f'Accursed be the day,"
pried they, " when the flame of war was kindled by thee in
vur land ! May the holy prophet bear witness before Allah,
that we and our children are innocent of this act ! Upon thy
head, and upon the heads of thy posterity, to the end of the
world, rest the sin of the desolation of Zahara!" t

MuleyAben Hassan remained unmoved amidst all ~thisstorm :
his heart was hardened, observes Fray Antonio Agapida, like
that of Pharaoh, to the end that through his blind violence and
rage he might produce the deliverance of the land from its
heathen bondage. In fact, he was a bold and fearless war-
rior, and trusted soon to make this blow recoil upon the head
of the enemy, He had ascertained that the captors of Alhama
were but a handful ; they were, in the centre of his dominions,
within a short distance of his capital . They were deficient in
munitions of war, and provisions for sustaining a siege. By
a rapid movement he might surround them with a powerful
army, cut off all aid from their countrymen, and entrap them in
the fortress they had taken .

:Co think was to act, with Maley Aben Hassan ; but he was
prone to act with too much precipitation . He immediately

* The mournful little Spanish romance of Ay de mi, Alhama! is
supposed to be of Moorish origin, and to embody the grief of the people
of Granada on this occasion .

t Garibray, lib, xl. c, 29 .
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set forth in person, with three thousand horse and fifty °thou .

sand foot; .. and, in his eagerness to arrive at the scene of
action, would not wait to provide artil . ery and the various
engines required in a siege . ", The multitude of my forces,"
said he, confidently, will be sufficient to overwhelm the
enemy., '

The Marquis of Cadiz, who thus held possession of Albania,,
had a chosen friend and faithful companion in arms among
the most distinguished of the Christian chivalry . This was
Don Alonzo de Cordova, . senior and lord of the house of
Aguilar, and brother of Gonzalvo of Cordova, afterwards re-
nowned as the grand captain of Spain. As yet Alonzo de
Aguilar was the glory of his name and race, for his brother
was but young in arms. He was one of the most hardy,
valiant, and enterprising Spanish knights, and foremost in alr
service of a perilous and adventurous nature . He had not be en
at hand to accomnany his friend Ponce de Leon, Marquis of
Cadiz, in his inroad into the Moorish territory, but be hastily
assembled a number of retainers, horse and foot, and pressed
forward to join the enterprise . Arriving at the river Yeguas;
he found the baggage of the army still upon its banks, and

took charge of it to carry it to Albania,. The Marquis of
Cadiz heard of the approach of his friend, whose march was
slow, in consequence of being encumbered by the baggage
He was within but a few leagues of Albania, when scouts
came hurrying into the place with intel ligence, that the
Moorish king was at hand with a powerful army . The Mar-
quis of Cadiz was filled with alarm lest De Aguilar . should
fall into the hands of the enemy. Forgetting his own danger,

and thinking only of that of his friend, he despatched a wel.
mounted messenger to ride full speed and warn him not to

approach .
The first determination of Alonzo de Aguilar, when he

heard that the Moorish king was at hand, was to take a strong
position in the mountains, and await h i s coming . The mad .•
ness of an attempt with his handful of men to oppose an
immense army, was represented to him with such force . as to
induce him to abandon the idea . He then thought of throwing
himself into Albania, to share the fortunes of his friend . . . But

it was now too late . The Moor would infallibly intercept

him, and he should only give the marquis the additional dis-
tress of beholding him captured beneath . his walls . It was
even firged upon him that he had , no time to delays if he
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would consult his own safety, which could only be ensured b
pian immediate retreat into the Christian territory. This las t

opinion was confirmed by the return of scouts ; who brought
information that Muley Aben Hassan had received notice o f
his movements, and was rapidly advancing in quest of him .
It was with infinite reluctance that Don Alonzo de Aguilar
yielded to these united and powerful reasons. Proudly and
sullenly he drew off his forces, laden with the baggage of . the
army, and made an unwilling retreat towards Antequera.
Muley Aben Hassan pursued him for some distance through
the mountains, but soon gave up the chase, and turned with
his forces upon Alhama .

As the army approached the town, they beheld the fields
strewn with the dead bodies of their countrymen, who had
4allen in defence of the place, and had been cast forth andleft,
unburied by the Christians. There they lay, mangled and
exposed to every indignity, while droves of half-famished
dogs were preying upon them, and fighting and howling over
their hideous iepast,% Furious at the sight, the Moors, in
the first transports of their rage, attacked these ravenous ani-
mals, and their next measure wasto vent their fury upon the
Christians. They rushed like madmen to the walls, applied
scaling ladders in all parts, without waiting for the necessary
mantelets and other protections, thinking, by attacking sud-
denly and at various points, to distract the enemy, and over-
come them by the force of numbers .

The Marquis of Cadiz with his confederate commanders
distributed themselves along the walls, to direct and animate
their men in the defence . The Moors, in their blind fury,
often assailed the most difficult and dangerous places . Darts,
stones, and all kinds of missiles, were hurled down upon their
unprotected heads . As fast as they mounted they were cut
down, or dashed from the battlements, their ladders over-
turned, and all who were on them precipitated headlong below .

Muley Aben Hassan stormed with passion at the sight : he
sent detachment after detachment to scale the walls ; but invain : they were like waves rushing upon a rock only to dash
themselves to pieces . The Moors lay in heaps beneath the
wall, and among them many of the bravest cavaliers of Gra-
nada. The Christians, also, sallied frequently from the gates,
and made great havoc in the irregular multitude of assailants .
On one of these occasions the party was commanded by Don

1'ulgar, Cronies
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Juan de Ve ra , the same pious and high-handed knish*. who
had borne the embassy to Muley Aben Hassan demanding
tribute . As this doughty cavalier, after a career of carnage,
was slowly retreating to the gate, he heard a voice ca lling

after him in furious accents . °` Tura back' turn back!" cried
the voice : "thou, who canst insult in hall, prove that thou
canst combat in the field ." Don Juan de Vera turned, and
beheld the same Abencerrage whom he had struck with his
sword in the Alhambra, for scoffing at the immaculate con -
ception of the blessed Virgin . All his holy zeal and pious
indignation rekindled at the sight : he put lance in rest, and
spurred his steed, to finish this doctrinal dispute . Don Juan
was a potent and irresistible arguer with his weapon ; and he
was aided, says Fray Antonio Agapida, by the peculiar virtue
of his cause . At the very first encounter, his lance entered
the mouth of the Moor, and hurled him to the earth, never
more to utter word or breath . Thlzs, continues the worthy
friar, did this scoffing infidel receive swell-merited punish,
men t through the very organ with which he had offended, and
thus was the immaculate conception miraculously vindicated
from his foal aspersions.

The vigorous and successful defence of the Christians now
made Muley Aben Hassan sensible of his error, in hurrying
from Granada without the proper engines for a siege . Desti-
tute of all means to batter the fortifications, the town remained
uninjured, defying the mighty army which raged in vain before
it. Incensed at being thus foiled, Muley Aben Hassan gave
orders to undermine the walls. The Moors advanced with

shouts to the attempt. They were received with a deadly
fire from the ramparts, which drove them from their works.

Repeatedly were they repulsed, and repeatedly did they return
to the charge. The Christians not merely galled them from
the battlements, but issued forth and cut them down in the
excavations they were attempting to form : The contest lasted
a whole day, and by evening two thousand Moors were either
killed or wounded.

Muley Aben Hassan now abandoned all hope of carrying
the place by assault ; and attempted to distress it into terms,
by .turning the channel of the river which runs by its walls,
On this stream the inhabitants depended for their supply o1
water, the place being destitute of fountains and cisterns, from
which circumstance it is called Albania la seta, or "the dry . "

A desperate c o nflict ensued on the banks of t h e river ; the



24 TH E CONQUEST O F GRANADA .

Moors endeavouring to plant palisadoes in its bed, to divert
the stream, and the Christians striving to prevent them. The
Spanish commanders exposed themselves to the utmost danger
to animate their -men, who were repeatedly driven back into
the town. The Marquis of Cadiz was often up to his knees in
the stream, fighting hand to hand with the Moors . The water
ran red with blood, and was encumbered with dead bodies .
At length, the overwhelming numbers of the Moors gave them
the advantage, and they succeeded in diverting the greater
part of the water . The Christians had to struggle severely to
supply themselves from the feeble rill which remained . They
sallied to the river by a subterraneous passage ; but the
Moorish cross-bowmen stationed themselves on the opposite
bank, keeping up a heavy fire upon the Christians, whenever
they attempted to fill their vessels from the scanty and turbid
stream. One party of the Christians had therefore to fight,
chile another drew water . At all hours of day and night this

deadly strife was maintained, until it seemed as if every drop
of water were purchased with a drop of blood .

In the, mean time the sufferings in the town became intense .
None but the soldiery and their horses were allowed the pre =
cious beverage so dearly earned, and even that in quantities
that only tantalized their wants . The wounded, who could
not sally to procure it, were almost destitute ; while the un-
happy prisoners, shut up in the mosques, were reduced to
fx~u1 extremities. Many perished raving mad, fancying
themselves swimming in boundless seas, yet unable to assuage
their thirst . Many of the soldiers lay parched and panting
along the battlements, no longer able .to draw a bowstring or
hurl a stone, while above five thousand Moors, stationed upon
a rocky height which overlooked part of the town, kept up a
gall ing fi re into it with slings and crossbows ; so that . the Mar-
quis of Cadiz was obliged to heighten the battlements by using
the doors from the private dwellings.

The Chr is tian cavaliers, exposed to this extreme peril, and
in imminent danger of falling into the hands of the enemy,
despatched fleet messengers to Seville and Cordova, entreating
the chivalry of Andalusia to hasten to their aid . They sent
likewise to implore assistance from the king and queen, who at
that time held their court in Medina del Campo . In the
midst of their distress, a tank, or cistern of water, was fortu-
nately discovered in the city, which gave temporary relief to
their sufferings,
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CHAPTER "PT rt.

THE peri lous situation of the Christian cavaliers, pent up
and beleaguered within the walls of Alhama, spread terror
among their friends, and anxiety throughout all Andalucia .
Nothing, however, could equal the anguish of the Marchioness
of Cadiz, the wife of the gallant )i,oderigo Ponce de Leon . I n
ber deep distress she looked round for some powerful noble,
who had the means of rousing the country to the assistance of
her husband . No one appeared more competent for the pur-
pose than Don Juan de Guzman, the Duke of Medina Sidonia .
He was one of the most wealthy and puissant gran dees of
Spain; his possessions extended over some of the most fertile
parts of Andalusia, embracing towns and seaports, and nume-
rous villages . Here he reigned in feudal state like a petty
sovereign, end could at anytime bring into the field arrimmense
force of vassals and retainers . The Duke of Medina Sidonia,
and the Marquis of Cadiz, however, were at this time deadly
foes . An hereditary feud existed between them, that had
often arisen to bloodshed and war ; for as yet the fierce con-
tests between the proud and puissant Spanish nobles had not
been completely quelled by the power of the crown, and in
this respect they exerted a right of sovereignty, in leading
their vassals against each other in open field .

The Duke of Medina Sidonia would have appeared to many
the very last person to whom to apply for aid of the Marquis
of Cadiz ; but the marchioness judged of him by the standard
of her own high and generous mind . She knew him to be a
gallant and courteous knight, and had already experienced the
magnanimity of his spirit, having been relieved by him when
besieged by the Moors in her husband's fortress of Arcos . To
the dukc!,, therefore, she applied in this moment of sudden
calamity, imploring him to furnish succour to her husband .
The event showed how well nob le spirits understand each
other. No sooner did the duke receive this appeal from the
wife of his enemy, than he generously forgot al l feeling of
animosity, and determined to go in person to his succo ur,.
He immediately despatched a courteous letter to the marchio-
ness, assuring her, that, in consideration of the request of so
honourable an d estimable a lady, - and to rescue from pe ril so
valiant a cavalier as her husband, whose loss would be great ,
not only to Spain, but to all Christendom , he would forego the



26 T HE C ONQ UEST O F GRANA DA.

recollection of all past grievances, and hasten to his relief
with all the forces be could raise .

The duke wrote at the same time to the alcaydes of his
towns and fortresses, ordering them to join him forthwith at
Seville ; with all the force they could spare from their garr i-
sons. He called on all the chivalry of Andalusia to make a
common cause in the rescue of those Christian cavaliers, and
he offered large pay to all volunteers who would resort to him
with horses, armour, and provisions . Thus all who could be
incited by honour, religion, patriotism, or thirst of gain, were
induced to hasten to his standard ; and he took the field with
an army offive thousand horse and fifty thousand foot.'
Many cavaliers of distinguished name accompanied him in
this generous enterprize. Among these was the r edoubtable
Alonzo de Aguilar, the chosen friend of the Marquis of Cadiz,
and with him his younger brother, Gonsalvo Fernandez de
.Cordova, afterwards renowned as the grand captain ; Don
Rodrigo Given, also master of the order of Calatrava, toge-
ther with Martin Alonzo de Montemayor, and the Marquis de
Villena, esteemed the best lance in Spain . It was a gallant
and splendid army, comprising the power of Spanish chivalry,
and poured forth in brilliant array from the gates of Seville,
bearing the. great standard of that ancient and renowned city .

Ferdinand and Isabella were at Medina del Campo when
t idings came of the capture of Albania . The king was at
mass when he received the news, and ordered Te Deum to be
chanted for this signal triumph of the holy faith. When the
first flush of triumph had subsided, and the king learned the
imm inent peril of the valorous Ponce de Leon and his com-
panions, and the great danger there was that this stronghold
might again be wrested from their grasp, he resolved to . hurry
in person to the scene of action ., So pressing appeared to
him the emergency, that he barely gave himself time to take
a hasty repast while horses were providing, and then departed
at furious :speed for Andalusia, leaving a request for the
queen to follow him. j- He was attended by Don Beltran de
la Cueva, Duke of Albuquerque ; Don Inigo Lopez de Men-
doza, Count of Tendilla ; and Don Pedro Manriquez, Count of
Trevino, with a few more cavaliers of prowess and distinction .

" Croni es de los Du qu es de Medina Sidonia no r Pedro de Medina,us.
t Illeseas, H ilt. Ponti fical
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He travelled by forced journeys, 'frequently cl,anging ' hip
jaded horses, being eager to arrive in time to take command
of the Andalusian chivalry . . When he came within five
leagues of Cordova, the Duke of Albuquerque remonstrated
with him upoa entering with such incautious haste into the
enemies' country . He represented to him, that there were
troops enough assembled to succour Alhama, and that it was
not for him to adventure his royal person in doing what could
be done by his subjects, especially as he had'such valiant and
experienced captains to act for him . "Besides, sire," added
the duke, ,your majesty should bethink you, that the troops
about to take the field are mere men of Andalusia ; whereas
your illustr ious predecessors never made an inroad into the
territory of the Moors, w ithout being accompanied by a
powerful force of the stanch and iron warriors of O l d

Castile. "
"Duke," replied the king, your council might have been

good had I not departed from Medina with the avowed deter-
mination of succouring these cavaliers in prison . I am now
near the end of my journey, and it would be beneath my
dignity to change my intention, before even I ha d met with
an impediment . I shall take the troops of this country who
are assembled, without waiting for those of Castile, and, with
the aid of God, shall prosecute my journey . "

As King Ferdinand approached Cordova, the principal
inhabitants came forth to receive him . Learning, however,
that the Duke of Medina Sidonia was already on the march',
and pressing forward into the territory of the Moors, the king
was all on fire to overtake him, and to lead in person the
succour to Albania. Without entering Cordova, therefore,
he exchanged his weary horses for those of the inhabitants
who had come forth to meet him, and pressed forward for the
army. He despatched fleet couriers in advance, requesting
the Duke of Medina Sidonia to await his coming, that he
might take command of the forces .

Neither the duke nor his companions in arms, however,
felt inclined to pause in their generous expedition, and gratify
the inclination of the king . They sent back missives, repre-
senting that they were far within the enemies' frontiers, and
it was dangerous either to pause or to turn back . They had
zkewise r eceived pressing entreaties from the besiege d to

-- * Pulgttir, Cronica, p . W . C. 3.
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hasten 'thee' speed, setting forth their great sufferings, and
their hourly peril of being overwhelmed by the enemy.

The king was at Ponton del Maestre when he received
these missives ., So inflamed was he with zeal for the su .cees
of this enterprise, that lie would have penetrated into the
kidgdom of Granada with the handful of cavaliers who accom .
panted him ; but they represented the rashness of suc;h . a
journey, through the mountainous defiles of a hostile country
thickly beset with towns and castles . ZVith some difficulty,
therefore, he was dissuaded from his inclination, and pre-
vailed upon to await tidings from the army, in the frontier
city of Antequera .

CHAPTER VIII .
WHILE all Andalusia was thus in arms, and pouring its

chivalry through the mountain passed of the Moorish frontier,
the garrison of Albania was reduced to great extremity, and
in danger of sinking under its sufferings before the promised
succour could arrive. The intolerable thirst that prevailed in
consequence of the scarcity of water, the incessant watch that
had to be maintained over the vast force of enemies without,
and the great number of pri soners within, and the wounds
which almost every soldier had received in the incessant skir-
mishes and assaults, had worn grievously both flesh and spirit.
The noble Ponce de Leon, ., Marquis of Cadiz, still animated
the soldiery, however, by word and example, sharing every
hardship, and being foremost in every danger ; exempli fying,
that a good commander is the vit al spirit of an army.
. When Maley Aben Hassan heard of the vast force that was
approaching under the command of the Duke of Medina
Sidonia, and that Ferdinand was coming in person with addi-
tional troops, he perceived that no time was to be , loft
Alhama must be -carried by one powerful attack, or abandoned
entirely to the Christians.

A number of Moorish cavaliers, some of the bravest youth
of Granada, knowing the wishes of the king, proposed to under-
take a desperate enterprise, which, if successful, must put
Alhama in his po wer . Early one morning, when it was
scarcely the , gray of the dawn, about the time of changing
the watch, these cavaliers approached the town, at a place
considered inaccessible, from the steepness of the rocks on
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which the wallwas founded ; which it was supposed elevated the
battlements beyond the reach of the longest scaling ladders .
The Moorish knights, aided by a number of the strongest and
most active escaladors,"mounted these rocks, and applied the
_adders without being discovered ; for, to divert attention
from them, Muley Alien Hassan made a false attack upon the

,town in another quarter .
The scaling party mounted with difficulty, and in small

numbers ; the sentinel was killed at his post, and seventy o f
the Moors made their way into the streets before an alarm
was given . The guards rushed to the walls, to stop the hostile
throng that was still pouring in . A sharp conflict, hand to hand,
and man to man, took place on the battlements, and many on
both sides fell . The Moors, whether wounded or slain, were
thrown headlong without the walls, the scaling ladders were
overturned, and those who were, mounting were dashed upon
the rocks, and from thence tumbled upon the p lain . Thus in
a little while the ramparts were cleared by Christian prowess,
-led on by that valiant knight Don Alonzo Po nce, the uncle,
and that brave esquire Pedro Pinedo, nephew of the Marquis
of Cadiz .

The walls being cleared, these two kindred cavaliers now
hastened with their forces in pursuit of the seventy Moors
who had gained an entrance into the town. The main part
of the garrison being engaged at a distance, resisting the
feigned attack of the Moorish king, this fierce band of infidels
had ranged the streets almost without opposition, and were
making their way to the gates, to throw them open to t h e

army.*- They were chosen men from among the Moorish
forces, several of them gallant knights of the proudest families
of Granada. Their footsteps through the city were in a
manner printed in blood, and they were tracked by the bodies
of those they had killed and wounded. They had attained

the gate ; most of the guard had fallen beneath their cimeters :

a moment ; more and Albania would have been thrown open to
the enemy . .

Just at this juncture, Don Alonzo Ponce and Pedro de
Pineda reached the spot with their forces . The Moors had

the enemy in front and rear ; they placed themselves back to
back, with their banner in the centre . In this way they

fought with desperate .and deadly determination, makin g

0 '/.uri',8, lib, sa. cap. 43.
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rampart around them with the slain. More Christian troops
arrived, and hemmed them in, but still they fought, without
asking for quarter. As their numbers decreased, they serried
their circle still closer, defending their banner from assault,
and the last Moor died at his post grasping the standard of
the Prophet. This standard was displayed from the wa lls,
and the turbaned heads of the Moors were thrown down to
the be s iegers . ~

Muley Aben Hassan tore his beard with rage at the failure
of this attempt, and at the death of so many of his chosen
cavaliers . , He saw that all further effort was in vain . His
scouts brought word that they had seen, from the heights, the
long columns and flaunting banners of the Christian army
approaching through the mountains. To linger would be to
place himself between two bodies of the enemy. Breaking
up his camp, therefore, in al l haste, he gave up the siege of
Albania, and hastened back to Granada ; and the last clash
of his cymbals scarce died upon the ear from the distant
hills before the standard of the Duke of Medina Sidonia wasseen emerging in another direction from the de files of the
mountains .

When the Christians in Alhama beheld their enemies
retreating on one side, and their friends advancing on the
other, they uttered shouts of joy and hymns of thanksgiving ;
for it was as a sudden relief . from present death . , Harassed
by several weeks of incessant vigil and fi ghting, suffering from
scarcity of provisions and almost continual thirst, they resembled
skeletons rather than living men. It was a noble and gracious
sight to behold the meeting of those two ancient foes, the Duke
of Medina Sidonia and the Marquis of Cadiz. When ., the
marquis beheld his magnanimous deliverer approaching, he
melted into tears : all past animosities only gave the greater
poignancy to present feelings of gratitude and admiration .;
they clasped each other in their arms, and, from that time
forward, were true and cordial friends .

While this generous scene took place between the com-
manders, asordid contest arose among their troops . The,
soldiers who had come to the rescue claimed a portion of the
spoils of Alhama ; and so violent was , the dispute, that both

* Pedro Pineda received the honour of knighthood from the hand ofKing Ferdinand for his valour on this occasion. (Alonzo Ponce wag
already a knight) See Zufliga, Annals of Seville, lib . xis,, an . 14 8 2
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parties seized their arms. The Duke of Medina Sidonia

interfered, and settled the question with his chara.;teristio
magnanimity . He declared that the spoil be longed to those
who had captured the city. " We have taken the field," said
he, °` only for honour, for religion, and for the rescue of our
countrymen and fellow-Christiana ; and the success of our
enterprise is a sufficient and glorious reward . If we desire
booty, there are sufficient Moorish cities yet to be taken to
enrich us a11 ." The soldiers were convinced by the frank
and, chivalrous reasoning of the duke ; they replied to his
speech by acclamations, and the transient broil was happily
appeased .

The Marchioness of Cadiz, with the forethought of. a loving
wife, had despatched her major domo with the army with a
large supply of provisions . Tables were immediately spread
beneath the tents, where the Marquis gave a banquet to the
Duke and the cavaliers who had accompanied him, and
nothing but hilarity prevailed in this late scene of suffering
and death .

A garrison of fresh t roops was left in Alho,ma, and the,
'veterans who had so valiantly captured and maintained it
returned to their homes burdened with precious booty . The
Marquis an d . Duke, with their confederate cavaliers, repaired
to Antiquera, where they were received with great distinction
by the King, who honoured the Marquis of Cadiz with signal
marks of favour . The Duke then accompanied his late
enemy, but now most zealous and grateful friend, the Marquis:
of Cadiz, to his town of Marchena, where he received the
reward of his generous conduct in the thanks and blessings
of the Marchioness. The Marquis gave a sumptuous enter-,
tainment in honour of his 'guest : for a day and a night his
dace was thrown open, and was the scene of continual revel
and festivity . When the Duke departed for his estates at St .-
Lucar, the Marquis attended h im for some distance on his .
journey, and when they separated, it was as the parting scene
of brothers. Such was the noble spectacle exhibited to the
chivalry of Spain by these two illustrious rivals . Each
reaped universal renown from the part he had performed in
the campaign : the Marquis, from having surprised and cap-
tared one of the most important and formidable fortresses of
the kingdom of Granada, and the Duke from hav ing subdued,
his de adliest foe by a great act of magnan imity .
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CHAPTER IX .

THE Moorish King, Aben Hassan, returned, baffled and
d isappointed, from before the walls of Alhama, and wa s
received with groans and smothered execrations by the people
o f Granada . The prediction of the santon was in awry
mouth, and appeared to be rapidly fulfilling ; for' the enem y
was already strongly fortified in Alhama,, in the very heart o f
the kingdom. The disaffection, which- broke out in murmw•s
among the common people, fermented more secretly and dan-
gerously among the nobles. Maley Abe n Hassan was of a
fierce, and cruel nature ; his reign had been marked with
tyranny and bloodshed, and many chiefs of the family of th e
Abencerrages, the noblest- lineage among the Moors, ha d
fallen victims to his policy or vengeance. A deep plot was
now formed to put an end to his oppressions, and disposses s
him of the throne . The situation of the royal household
favoured the conspiracy.

Maley Aben 13assan, though cruel, was uxorious ;that is to
say, he had many wives, and was prone to be managed by
them by turns . He had two queens, in particular, whom he
had chosen from affection. One, named Ayxa, was a Moorish
female ; she was likewise termed in Arabic La Horra, or °° th e
chaste," from the spotless purity of her character . While ye t
in the prime of her beauty, she bore a son to Aben Haflsan ,
the expected heir to his throne . The name of this prince was
Mahomet Abdalla, or, as he has more generally been terme d
among historians, Boabdil . At his birth, the astrologers, ac'-
cording to custom, cast his horoscope : they were seized wit h
fear and trembling when they beheld the fatal portents reveale d
to their science . 41 Alla achbar ! God is great !" exclaime d
they : °° he alone controls the fate of empires : it is written i n
the heavens, that this prince shall sit upon the throne of Gra-
nada, but that the downfall of the kingdom shall be accom-
plished during his reign." From this time the pr ince was
ever regarded with aversion by his father ; and the series o f
persecutions which he suffered, and the dark prediction which
hung over him from his infancy, procured him the surname o f
E l Zogoybi, or , F' the unfortunate." He is more commonl y
known by the appellation of El Chico, 11 the younger," to dis-
tinguish him from an usurping uncle .

The other favourite. queen of Aben Hassan was named'
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Fatima, to which the Moors added the appellation of L a
Zoroya, or °' the light of the dawn," from her effulgent beauty ."
She was a C h ristian by bi rth, the daughter of the commander
Sancho Ximenes de Solis, and had been taken captive in her
tender youth . ~

The king, who was well stricken in years at the time, became
enamoured of the blooming Christian maid . He made her his
eit1tana, ; and, like most old men, who marry in their dotage,
resigned himself to her management . Zoroya became the
mother of two princes ; and her anxiety for their advancement
seemed to extinguish every other natural feeling in her breast .
She was as ambitious as she was beautiful, and her ruling
desire became, to see one of her sons seated upon the throne
of Granada .

For this purpose she made use of all her arts, and of the
complete ascendancy she had over the mind of her cruel hus-
band, to undermine his other children in his affections, and to
fill him with jealousies of their designs, Muley Aben Hassan
was so wrought' upon by her machinations, that he publicly
put several of his sons to death at the ce lebrated Fountain of
Lions, in the court of the Alhambra ; a place signalized in
Moorish history as the scene of many sang uinary deeds

.The next measure of Zoroya was against her rival sultana,
the virtuous Ayxa . She was past the bloom of her beauty,
and had ceased to be attractive in the eyes of her husband .
He was easily persuaded to repudiate her, and to confine her
and her son in the tower of Comares, one of the principal
towers of the Alhambra. As Boabdil increased in years,
Zoroya beheld in him a formidable obstacle to the pretensions
of her eons ; for .he was universally considered heir apparent
to the throne . The jealousies, suspicions, and alarms of his
tiger-hearted father were again excited ; he was reminded,
too, of the prediction, that fixed the ruin of the kingdom
during the reign of this prince. Muley Aben Hassan im-
piously set the stars at defiance . °` The sword of the execu-
tioner," said he, " shall prove the falsehood of these lying
horoscopes, and shall silence the ambition of Boabdil, as it has
tie presumption of his brothers . "

The sultan Ayxa was secretly apprized of the cruel design
of the old monarch . She was a woman of talents and courage,
ltd; by means of her female attendants, concerte d a plan for

Cronica del Gran Cardenal, c. lsxi.
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the escape of her son. A faithful servant was instructed to
wait below the Alhambra, in the dead of the night, on the
banks of the river Darro, with a fleet Arabian courser . The
sultana, when the castle was in a state of deep repose, tied
together the shawls and scarfs of 'herself and her female at-
tendants, and lowered the youthful prince from the tower of
Comares .* He made his way in safety down the steep rocky
hill to the banks of the Darro, and, throwing himself on the
Arabian courser, was thus spirited off to the city of Guadix in
the Alpuxarres . Here he lay for some time concealed, until,
gaining adherents, he fortified himself in the place, and set the
machinations of his tyrant father at defiance. Such was the
state of affairs in the royal household of Granada, when M1ilpy
Aben Hassan returned foiled from his expedition against
AIhama. The faction, which had been secretly formed' among
the nobles, determined to depose the old king Aben Hassan,
and to elevate his son Boabdil to the throne . They concerted
their measures with the latter, and an opportunity soon pre-
sented to put, them in practice . Maley Aben Hassan had
a royal country palace, called Alexares, in the vicinity of Gra=
nada,to which he resorted occasionally, to recreate his mind
during this time of perplexity. He had been passing one day
among its bowers, when, on returning to the capital, he found
the gates closed against him, and his son Mohammed Abdalla,
otherwise called Boabdil, proclaimed king . °` Ally achbui
God is great!" exclaimed old Muley Aben Hassan ; it is in
vain to contend against what is written in the book of fate .
It was predestined, that my son should sit upon the throne .
Alla forefend the rest of the prediction!" The old monarch
knew the inflammable 'nature of the Moors, and that it was
useless to attempt to check any sudden blaze of popular pas=
lion . "A little while," said he, "and this rash flame will
burn itself out ; and the people, when coo l , will listen to

reason." So he turned his steed from the gate, and repaired
to the city of Baza, where he was received with great demon-
strations of loyalty. He was not a man to give up his throne
without a struggle . A large part of the kingdom Still re-
mained faithful to him ; he trusted, that the conspiracy in the
capital was but transient and partial, and that by suddenly
making his appearance in its streets,, at the head of a moderate :
force, he should awe the people again into allegiance:. Hey

Salsuar, Cronica de l Gran Carden al , c. lazi.
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took his me asures with that combination of dexterity and daring
which formed his character, and arrived one night under the
wall of Granada with five hundred chosen followers . Scaling
the walls of the Alhambra, he threw himself, with sanguinary
fury, into its silent courts . The sleeping inmates were
roused from their repose only to fall by the exterm inating
cimeter . The rage of Aben Hassan spared . neither age, nor
rank, nor sex ; the halls resounded with shrieks and yells, and
the fountains ran red with blood. The alcayde, Aben
Comixer , retreated to a strong tower, with a few of the gar-
rison and inhabitants . The furious Aben Hassan did not lose
time in pursuing him : he was anxious to secure the city, and
to wreak his vengeance on its rebellious inhabitants . Descend-
ing with his bloody band into the streets, he cut down the
defencel ess inhabitants, as, startled from their sleep, they
rushed forth, to learn the cause of . the alarm. The city was
soon completely roused ; the people flew to arms ; lights
blazed in every street, revealing the scanty numbers of this
band, that had been dealing such fatal vengeance in the dark .
Maley Aben Hassan had been mistaken in his conjectures .
The great mass of the people, incensed by his tyranny, were
zealous in favour of his son. A violent but transient conflict
took place in the streets and squares ;many of the, followers of
Aben Hassan were slain, the rest driven out of the city, and
the old monarch, with the remnant of his band, retreated to
his loyal city of Malaga.

Such was the commencement of those great interna l feuds,
and divisions, which hastened the downfall of Granada . The
Moors became separated into two hostile factions, headed by
the father and the son, and several bloody encounters took
place between them ; yet they .never failed to act with all
their separate force against the Christians, as a common
enemy, whenever an opportunity occurred .

CHAPTER X .

KING FERDIIQ AICI) held a council of war at Cordova,
where: it was deliberated what was to be done with Albania .
Most of the council, advised that it should be demolished, in-
asmuch as, being in the centre of the Moorish kingd om, it
would be at all times liable to attack, and could on ly be
maintained by a powerful garrison, and at a vast expense,

D 2
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Q ueen Ieabella, arrived at Cordova in the midst of these deli-
beraotione, and listened to them with surprise and impatience .
" ° What ! " said she, "shall we destroy the first fruits of our
victories? shall we abandon the first place we have wrested
from the Moors ? Never let us suffer such an idea to occupy
our minds . It would give new courage to the enemy ;
arguing fear or feebleness in our councils. You talk of the
toil and expense of maintaining Alhama. Did we doubt, on
undertaking this war, that it was to be a war of infinite cost,
labour, and bloodshed? and shall we shrink from the cost the
moment a, victory is obtained, and the question 'is merelyto
guard or abandon its glorious trophy? Let us hear no more
about the destruction of Alhama ; les us maintain its . walls
sacred, as a strong-hold, granted us by Heaven, in the centre
of this hostile land ; and let our only consideration be, how
to extend our conquest, and capture the surrounding cities ."
The language of the queen infused a more lofty and chival-
rous spirit into the royal council . Preparations were imme-
diately made to maintain Albania at all risk and expense ; and
King Ferdinand appointed as alcayde, Luis . Fernandez Puerto
Carrero, senior of the house of Palma, supported by Diego Lopez
de Ayola, Pero Ruiz de Alarcon, and Alonzo Ortis, captains
of four hundred lances and a body of one thousand foot, sup-
plied with provisions for three months . Ferdinand resolved
also to lay siege to Loxa, a city of great strength, at no great
distance from Albania . For this purpose he calle d upon all
the cities and towns of Andalusia and Eatremadira, and the
domains of the orders of San tiago, Calatrava, and Alcantara,'
and of the priory of St . Juan, and the kingdom of Toledo,
and beyond, to the cities of Salamanca, Toro, and Valladolid,
to furnish, according to their repartimientos or allotments, a
certain quantity of bread, wine, and cattle, to be delivered at
the royal camp before Loxa, one half at the end of June;
and one half in July. T hese lands, also, together with
Biscay and Guipuscoa, were ordered to send reinforcements
of horse and foot, each town furnishing its quota ; aitd great
diligence was used in providing lombarda, .powder, slid other,
warlike munitions .

The Moors were no less active in their preparations ; and
sent missives into Africa, entreating supplies, and calling
upon the Barbary princes to aid them in this war of the faith .
To intercept all succour, the Castilian sovereigns stat ioned ai i
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armada of ships and galleys in the Straits of Gibraltar; under
the command. of Martin Diaz de Mena and Carlos de Valera,
with orders to scour the Barbary coast, and sweep every
Moorish sail from . the sea.

While these preparations were making, Ferdinand made an
incursiun ; at the head of his army, into the kingdom o f
Granada, and laid waste the vega ; destroying its hamlets

and villages, ravaging its fields of grain, and driving away
the cattle .

I t was about the end of June, that King Ferclinarid de-
parted from Cordova, to sit down before the walls of Loxa.
So confident was he of success, that he left a great part of
the army at Ecija, and advanced with but five thousan d

cavalry and eight thousand infantry. The Marquis of Cadiz, a
warrior as wise as he was valiant, remonstrated against em,
ploying so small a force ; and, indeed, was opposed to the
measure altogether, as being undertaken precipitately, and
without sufficient preparation . King Ferdinand, however,
was influenced by the counsel of Don Diego de Merlo, an d
was eager to strike a brilliant and decided blow. A vain-

'glorious confidence prevailed about this time among the
Spanish cavaliers . : they overrated their own prowess ; or
rather, they undervalued and despised their enemy. Many of
them believed, that the Moors would scarcely remain in their
city, when they saw the Christian troops advancing to assail
it. The Spanish chivalry marched, therefore, gallantly an

d fearlessly, and almost carelessly, over the border, scantily
supplied with the things needful for a besieging army in the
heart of an enemy' s country . In the same negligent and

confident spirit they took up their station before Loxa. The
country around was broken and hilly, so that it was extreme ly

difficult to, form a combined camp. The river Xenil, which
rune by the town, was compressed between high banks, and
so deep as to be fordable with extreme difficulty, and the Moors
had possession of the bridge . The king pitched his tents in
a plantation of olives, on the banks of the river ; the troops'
were distributed in different encampments on the heights, but
separated from each other by deep rocky ravines, so as to be
incapab le of yielding each other prompt assistance, and there
was no r oom for the operation of the cavalry. The artillery,

also, was so injudiciouly placed as to be almost entirely useless.
Alonzo of Arragon, Duke of Villahermosa, and illegitimat e
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brother of the king, was present at the siege, and disap-
proved of the whole arrangement. He was one of the most
able generals of his time, and especially, renowned for hie'
skill in battering fortified places. He recommended, that
the whole disposition of the camp should be changed, and
that several bridges should be thrown across the river . His
advice was adopted, but slowly and negligently followed ; so
that it was rendered of no avail . Among other oversights,
in this hasty and negligent expedition, the army had no snp-
ply of baked bread, and, in the hurry of encampment, there
was no time to erect furnaces . Cakes were therefore hastily
made, and baked on the coals ; and for two days the troops
were supplied in this irregular way.

King Ferdinand felt too late the insecurity of his position,
and endeavoured to provide a temporary remedy . There
was a height near the city, called by the Moors Santo Al bo-
hacen, which was in front of the bridge . He ordered seve,
ral of his most valiant cavaliers to take possession of this
height, and to hold it, as a check upon the enemy and a proms
tection to the camp . The cavaliers chosen for this distin-:
guished and perilous post were the Marquis of Cadiz, the
Marquis of Villena, Don Roderigo Tellez Giron, master of
Calatrava, his brother the Count of Urena, and Pon Alonzo
de Aguilar. These valiant warriors, and tried companions
in arms, led their troops with alacrity to the height, which
soon glittered with the array of arms, and was graced by
several of the most redoubtable pennons of warlike Spain ,

Loxa was commanded at this time by an old Moorish
alcayde, whose daughter was the favourite wife of Boabdil
el Chico . The name of this Moor was Ibrah im All Atar ; but
he was generally known among the Spaniards as Alatar .
He had grown gray in border warfare, was an implacable
enemy of the Christians, and his name had long been the
terror of the frontier. He was in the ninetieth year of his
age, yet indomitable' in spirit, fiery in his passions, sinewy,
and powerful in frame, deeply versed in warlike stratagem,
and accounted the best lance in all Mauritania . He had
three thousand horsemen under his command, veteran troops,
with whom he had often scoured the borders, and he daily
expected the old Moorish king with reinforcements .

Old Ali Atar had watched, from his fortress, every move -
ment of the Christian army, and had exulted in all the errors
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of its commanders. When he beheld the flower of Spanish

chivalry glittering about the height of Albohacen, his eye

flushed with exultation, °• By the aid of Allah," said he,

"I will give thPae prankling cavaliers a rouse . "

Ali Atar privately, and by night, sent forth a large .body of

his chosen troops, to lie in ambush near one of the skirts of

Albohacen. On the fourth day of the siege, he sallied across
the bridge, and made a feigned attack upon the height. The

cavaliers rushed impetuously forth to meet him, leaving their
encampments almost unprotected. Ali altar wheeled and

fled, and was hastily pursued . When the Christian cavaliers
had been drawn a considerable distance from their encamp-
ments, they heard a vast shout behind them, and, looking
round, beheld their encampment assailed by the Moorish
force, which had been placed in ambush, and had ascended a
different side of the hill .

The cavaliers desisted from the pursuit, and hastened to
prevent the plunder of their tents . Ali Atar in his turn

wheeled and pursued them ; and they were attacked in front

and rear on the summit of the hill . The contest lasted for an

Hour ; the height of Albohacen was red with blood ; many

brave cavaliers fell, expiring among heaps of the enemy .

The fierce Ali Atar fought with the fury of a demon, until
the arrival of more Christian forces compelled him to retreat

into the city . The severest loss to the Christians in 'this
skirmish was that of Roderigo Tellez Giron, master of Cala-

trava : as he was raising his arm to make a blow, an arrow
pierced him, dust beneath the shoulder, at the open part o f

the corslet . He fell instantly from his horse, but was caught
by Pedro Gasca, a cavalier of Avila, who conveyed him to his

tent, where be died. The king and queen and the whole

kingdom mourned his death ;far he was in the freshness of his

youth, being but twenty-four years of ag§, and had proved

himse lf a gallant 'and high-minded cavalier . A melancholy

group collected about his Corse, on the bloody height of Al-

5ohacen t the kn ights of Calatrava mourned him as a com-

mander ; the cavaliers, who were encamped on the height,
lamented him as their companion in arms in a service of perils,

while the Count of Urena grieved over him with the tende r

affection of a brother .
K ing Ferdinand now perceived the wisdom of the opinion

of the Marquis of Cadiz, ann that his force was quite in.
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sufficient for the enterprise. To continue his camp in its prey:
sent unfortunate position would cost him the l ives of his
bravest cavaliers, if not a total defeat, in case of re inforce-
ments to the enemy: He cane:?' a council of war late in theevening of Saturday ; and it was determined to withdraw the
army, early the next morning, to Rio Frio, a short d istance
from the city, and there wait for additional troops from
Cordova . The next morning early, the cavaliers on the
height of Albohacen began to strike their tents . No sooner
did Ali Atar behold this, than he sallied forth to attack them .
Many of the Christian troops, who had not heard of the inters-tion to change the camp, seeing the tents struck, and the
Moors sallying forth, supposed that the enemy had been re-
inforced in the night, and that the army was on the point .ofretreating. Without stopping to ascertain the truth, or to
receive orders, they fled in dismay, spreading confusionthrough the camp ; nor did they halt until they had reached
the Rock of the Lovers, about seven leagues from Loxa .lk-

The king and his commanders saw the imminent peri l of
the moment, and made face to the Moors, each commander
guarding his quarter, and repelling all assaults, while the
tents were struck, and the artillery and ammunition conveye daway. The king, with a handful of cavaliers, galloped to a
rising ground, exposed to the fire of the enemy, calling upon
the flying troops, and endeavouring in vain to rally them .
Setting upon the Moors, he and his cavaliers charged them so
vigorously, that they put a squadron to flight, slaying many
with their swords and lances, and driving others into the
river, where they were drowned . The Moors, however, were
soon reinforced, and returned in great numbers . The king
was in danger of being surrounded : the Moors assailed him
furiously ; and twice he . owed his safety to the valour of Don
Juan de Ribera, senior of Montemayor.

The Marquis of Cadiz beheld from a distance the peril ofh is sovereign . Summoning about seventy horsemen to follow
him, he galloped,to the spot, threw himself between the king
and the enemy, and, hurling his lance, transpierced one of the
most daring of the Moors . For some time he remained with
no other weapon than his sword ; his horse was wounded by
an arrow, and many of his followers were sla in ; but hesuccee ded in beating off the Moors, and rescuing the kind

* Pulgar, Cronies.
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from imminent jeopardy, whom he then p revailed upon to re-

tire to less dangerous gi Fund.

The marquis continued` throughout the day to expose him-
self to the repeated assaults of the enemy . He was eve r
found in the place of greatest danger, and through his bravery
a great part of the army and the camp was preserved from
destruction .'* I t was a perilous day for the commanders ; for,

in a retreat of the kind, it is the noblest cavaliers who most
expose themselves, to save their people. The Duke of Medina
Celi was struck to the ground, but rescued by his troops .
The Count of Tendilla, whose tents were nearest to the city ;

received several wounds ; and various other cavaliers of the
most distinguished note were exposed to fearful hazard . The
whole day was passed in bloody skirmishings, in which the
hidalgos and cavaliers of the royal household distinguished
themselves by their bravery. At length, the encampments
being all broken up, and most of the artillery and baggage re-
moved, the bloody height of Albohacen was abandoned, and

the neighbourhood of Loxa evacuated. Several tents, a quan-
of provisions, and a few pieces of artillery, were left upontity

the spot, from the want of horses or mules to carry them off .

Ali Atar hung upon the rear of the retiring army, and
harassed it until it reached Rio Frio, From thence Ferdinand
returned to Cordova, deeply mortified, though greatly bene-
fited, by the severe lesson he had received, which served to
render him more cautious in his campaigns, and more diffi-
dent of fortune . He sent letters to all parts excusing his
retreat, imputing it to the small number of his forces, and the
circumstance; that many of them were quotas sent from
various cities, and not in royal pay. In the mean time,
to console his troops for their disappointment, and to keep up

their spirits, he led them upon another inroad, to lay waste

the Mega of Granada .

CHAPTER XI .

OLD Muley Aben Hassan had mustered an army, and

marched to the relief of Loxa ; but arrived too late. The

last squadron of Ferdinand had already passe d over th e

border. "They have come and gone," said he, "like a

summer cloud, and all their vaunting has been mere empty

Cura de lox Yalacios, c. 58 .
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thunder ." He turned, to make another attempt upon A l :
hama, the garrison of which was in the utmost consternation
at the retreat of Ferdinand, and would have deserted the
place, had it not been for the courage and perseverance of the
alcayde, Lies Fernandez Puerto Carrero. That brave and
loyal commander cheered up the spirits of the men, and kept
the old Moorish king at bay, until the approach of Ferdinand ;
on his second incursion into the vega, obliged him to make an
unwilling retreat to Malaga.

•~, Muley Aben Hassan felt, that it would be in vain, with his
inferior force, to oppose the powerful army of the Christian

. monarch ; but to remain idle, and see his territories `laid

waste, would ruin him in the estimation of his people. '° If
we cannot parry," said he, °° we can strike : if we cannot
keep our own lands from be ing ravaged, we can ravage the
lands of the enemy." He inquired, and learned that most of
the chivalry of Andalusia, in their eagerness for a foray, had

marched off with the king, and left their own country almost
defenceless . The territories of the Duke of Medina Sidonia
were particularly unguarded . Here were vast plains of pas-
turage, covered with flocks and herds ; the very coantry for a
hasty inroad . The old monarch had a bitter grudge against
the duke, for having foiled him at Albania . " I'll give this
cavalier a lesson," said he, exultingly, •' that will cure him
of his love of campaigning." So he prepared in all haste for
a forage into the country about Medina Sidonia.

Muley Aben Hassan sallied out of Malaga with fifteen hun-
dred horse and six thousand foot, and took the way by the
sea-coast, marching through Esteponia and entering the Chris-
tian country between Gibraltar and Castellar. The only
person that was likely to molest him on this route was one
Pedro .de Vargas, a shrewd, hardy, and vigilant soldier,
alcayde of Gibraltar, and who lay ensconced in his old
warrior-rock as .in, a citadel . Muley Aben Hassan knew the
watchful and daring . character of the man ; but had ascer -
tained, that his garrison was too small to enable him to make
a sally, or at least to assure him Any success . Still he pursued
his march with great silence and caution ; sent parties in
advance, to explore every pass where a foe might lie. in
ambush, cast many an anxious eye towards the old rock of
Gibraltar, as its cloud-capt summit was seen towering in the
distance on his left ; nor did he feel entirely at ease, un til he
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had passed through the broken and mountainous country o f
Castellar, and descended into the plains . Here he encamped,

on the banks of the Celemin . From hence he sent four hun-

dred corredors, or fleet horsemen, armed with lances, who
were to station themselves near Algeziras, and to keep a strict

,watch, across the bay, upon the opposite fortress of Gibraltar .

If the alcayde attempted to sally forth, they were to way-
lay.and attac k him, being almost four times his supposed
force, and were to send swift tidings to the camp .

In the meantime, two hundred corredors were despatched
to scour that vast plain called the Campina de Tarifa, abound-
ing with flocks and herds, and two hundred more were to
ravage the lands about Medina Sidonia . Maley Aben Hassan
remained with the main body of the army as a rallying point
on the banks of the Celemin . The foraging parties scoured
the country to such effect, that they came driving vast flocks,
and herds before them, enough to supply the place of all tha t
had been swept from the vega of Granada . The troops which'
had kept watch upon the rock of Gibraltar, returned, with
word, that they had not seen a Christian helmet stirring. The
old king congratulated himself upon the secrecy and prompt-
ness with which he had conducted his foray, and upon having
baffled the vigilance of Pedro de Vargas .

Maley Aben Hassan had not been so secret as he imagined .
The watchful Pedro de Vargas had received notice of his
movements . His garrison was barely sufficient for the defence
of the place, and he feared to take the field, and leave his
fortress unguarded. Luckily, at this juncture, there arrived
in the harbour of Gibraltar a squadron of the armed galleys
stationed in the strait, and commanded by Carlos de Valera .
fihe alcayde immediately prevailed upon him to guard the
place during his absence, and sallied forth at midnight with
seventy horse . He made for the town of Castellar, which is
strongly posted on a steep height, knowing that the Moorish
king would have to return by this place. He ordered alarm
fires to be lighted upon the mountains, to give notice that the
Moors were on the ravage, that the peasants might drive the
flocks and herds to places of refuge; and he sent couriers,
riding at full speed in every direction, summoning the fighting
men of the neighbourhood to meet him at Castellar . Maley
Aben Hassan saw, by the fires blazing abou t the mountains,
that the country was rising.
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He struck his tents, and pushed forward as rapidly as dos.
Bible for the border ; but he was encumbered with booty, and
with the vast cavalbada swept from the pastures of the Cam-
pina of Tarifa: His scouts brought him word, that there were
troops in the field ; but he made light of the intelligence ,
knowing that they could only be those of the alcayde of Gib-,
raltar, and that he had not more than a hundred horsemen i n
his garrison . He threw in advance two hundred and fifty of
his bravest troops, and with them the alcaydes of Marab illa
and Casares, Behind this vanguard was a great cavalgada o f
cattle, and in the rear marched the king, with the main forc e
of his little army. It was near the middle of a sultry summer
day, that they approached Castellar . De Vargas was on the
watch ; and beheld, by an immense cloud of dust, that the y
were descending one of the heights of that wi ld and broken
country. The van-guard and rear-guard were above half a
league asunder, with the cavalgada between them, and along
and close forest hid them from each other, De Vargas saw ,
that they could render but little assistance to each other, in
case of a sudden attack, and might be easily thrown into con-
fusion. He chose fifty of his bravest horsemen, and, mak ing a
circuit, took his post secretly in a narrow glen, opening int o
a defile between two rocky heights, through which the Moors ,
had to pass. It was his intention to suffer the vanguard and
the cavalgada to pass, and to fall upon the rear .

While thus lying perdue, six Moorish scouts, well mo unted
and well armed, entered the glen, examining every place tha t
might conceal an enemy . Some of the Christians advised ,
that they should slay these six men, and retreat to Gibraltar .
" No," said De Vargas ; " I have come out for higher gam e
than these, and I hope, by the aid of God and Santiago, to do
good work this day. I know these Moors well, and doubt not
but that they may re adily be thrown into confusion . "

By this time the six scouts approached so near, that they
were on the goint of discovering the Christian ambush . De
Vargas gave the word, and ten horsemen rushed fort h upon
them. In an instant, four of the Moors rolled in the dust ;
the other two put spurs to their steeds, and fled towards thei r
army, pursued by the ten Christians . About eighty of. th e
Moorish vanguard came galloping to the relief of their com -
panions : the Christians turned, and fled towards their am •
bush. De Vargas kept his men concealed, nntii the fugitives
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and their pursuers came clattering pell-mell, into the glen : a t

a signal trumpet, his men sallied forth, with great heat, and

in close array . The Moors almost rushed upon their weapons

before they perceived them. Forty of the infidels were over-

thrown ; the rest turned their backs . "Forward !" cried De

Vargas : "let ,us give the van-guard a brush before it can be

j oined by the'rear." So saying, he pursued the flying Moors
down the hill, and came with such force and fury upon the
advance guard, as to overthrow many of them at the firs t

encounter . As he wheeled off with his men, the Moors dis-

charged their lances, upon which he returned to the chflrae,

and made great slaughter. The Moors fought valiantly for a

short time, until the alcaydes of Marabilla and Casares were
slain, when they gave way, and fled for the rear-guard. In
their flight, they passed through the cavalgada of cattle,
threw the whole in confusion, and raised such a cloud of dust,
that the Christians could no longer distinguish objects .
Fearing the king and the main body might be at hand, and

finding that De Vargas was severely wounded, they con=
tented themselves with despoiling the slain, and taking above
twenty-eight horses, and then returned to Castellar .

When the routed Moors came flying back on the rear-guard,
Muley Aben Hassan feared that the people of Xeres were in
arms. Several of his followers advised him to abandon the
cavalgada, and retreat by another road. " No," said the old

king ; " he is no true soldier who gives up his booty without

fighting." Putting spurs to his horse, he galloped forward

.through the centre of the cavalgada, driving the cattle to the

right and left . When he r eached the field of battle, he found

it strewed. with the bodies of upwards of one hundred 1Vloors,

among which were those of the two alcaydes. Enraged at

the sight, he summoned all his crossbowmen and cavalry,
pushed on to the very gates of Castellar, and set fire to two
houses close to the walls . Pedro de Vargas was unable from

his wound\to sally forth in person ; but he ordered out his

troops, and there was brisk skirmishing under the walls, until
the king drew off, and returned to the scene of the recent

encounter. Here he had the bodies of the principal warriors
laid across mules, to be interred honourably at Malaga . The

rest ofthe slain were buried in the field of battle. Gathering

togetherthe scattered cavalgada, he paraded it slowly, in an im-

menselin e, past the walls of Castellar, byway of taunting his foe,
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With all his fierceness, old Muley Aben Hassan had a
gleam of warlike courtesy, and admired the hardy and soldier-
like character of Pedro de Vargas. He summoned two
Christian captives, and demanded, what were the revenues of
the alcayde of Gibraltar . They told .k - un, that, among other
things, he was entitled to one out o1' every drove of cattle that
passed his boundaries . "° Ally forbid!" cried the old
monarch, °° that so brave a cavalier should be de frauded of

!f , his right . He immediately chose twelve of the finest cattle'
from the twelve droves which formed the cavalgada . These
he gave in charge to an alfaqui, to deliver them to Pedro de
Vargas . °° Tell him," said he, 11 that I crave his pardon for
not having sent these cattle sooner ; but I have this moment
learned the nature of his rights, and I hasten to satisfy
them with the punctuality due to so worthy a cavalier. Tell
him at the same time, that I had no idea the alcayde of Gib-
raltar was so active and vigilant in collecting his tolls ."

The brave alcayde relished the stern, soldier-like pleasantry
jM of the old Moorish monarch, and replied in the same tone .

, a Tell his majesty ." said he, "that I kiss his hands for the
honour he has done me, and regret that my scanty force has
not permitted me to give him a more signal reception on his
coming into these parts . Had three hundred horsemen,
whom I have been promised from Xeres, arrived in time, I
might .have served up an entertainment more befitting such a
monarch. I trust, however, they wi ll arrive in the course of
the night, in which case his majesty may be sure of a royal
regale at the dawning . "

He then ordered, that a rich silken vest and scarlet mantle
should be given to the alfaqui, and dismissed him with great
courtesy.

Muley Aben Hassan shook his head when he received the
reply of De Vargas. " Alla preserve us," said be, from any
visitation of these hard riders of Xeres ! A handful of troops ,

• acquainted with the wild passes of these mountains, may
destroy an army encumbered as ours is with booty . "

It was some relief to the King, however, to learn that the
hardy alcayde of Gibraltar was too severely wounded to take
the field in person . . He immediately beat a :etreat with all
speeN i, hurrying with such precipitation, that the cavalgada
was frequently broken and scattered among the rugged defiles
of the mountains, and above five thousand of the cattle turned

.
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b ack , and were regained by the Christians . Muley Ab e n
Hassan proceeded triumphantly with the residue to Malaga,

glorying in the spoils of the Duke of Medina Sidonia .

King Ferdinand was mortified at finding his incursion into
the vega; of Granada counterbalanced by this incursion into
his own dominions, and saw that there were two sides to the
game of war, as to all other games . The only one who reaped
real glory in this series of inroads and skirmishings was Pedro
de Vargas, the stout alcayde of Gibraltar . *

CHAPTER XII.

THE foray of old Muley Aben Hassan had touched the
pride of the Andalusian chivalry, and they determined o n

retaliation. . For this purpose, a number of the most distin -
guished cavaliers assembled at Antequera in the month of
March, 1 488 . , The leaders of the enterprise were the gallant
Marquis of Cadiz, Don Pedro Henriquez, ade laritado of
Andalusia, Don Juan de Silva, Count of Cifuentes, and beare r
of the royal standard, who commanded in Seville, Don Alonzo
de Cardenas, master of the religious and military order of
Santiago, and Don Alonzo de Aguilar . Several other cava-
liers of note hastened to take part in the enterprise, and in a
little time, about twenty-seven hundred horse and several
companies of foot were assembled within the old warlike city
of Antequera, comprising the very ,flower of Andalusia n

chivalry . A council of war was held by the chiefs, to deter-
mine in what quarter they should strike a blow. The rival
Moorish kings were waging civil war with each other in the
vicinity of Granada, and the whole country lay open to inxoad ,

7 Various plans wereproposed by the different cavaliers . . The

Marquis of Cadiz was desirous of scaling the walls of Zahara,
and regaining possession of that important fortress. The
master of Santiago, however, suggested a wide r range, and a
still more important object. He had received information,
from his adalides, who were apostate Moors, that an incursion
might be made with safety into a mountainous region, near
Malaga, called the Axurgtua . . Here were valleys of pasture-
land, well stocked with flocks and herds : and there we re
numerous villages and hamlets, which would be an easy pr ey .

* A lonzo de Palencia, lib. xxviii . c. 3.
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The city of Malaga was too weakly garrisoned, an d had too
few cavalry, to send forth any force in oppos i tion. And
he added that they might extend their ravages to its yerv
gates, and perddyenture carry that wealthy place by
sudden assault . The adventurous spirits of the cavaliers
were inflamed by this suggestion : in their sanguine confidence
they already beheld Malaga in their power, and they were
eager for the enterprise . The Marquis of Cadiz endeavoured
to interpose a little cool caution : he likewise ha d apostate
adalides, the most intelligent and experienced on the borders .
Among these, he placed especial reliance-on one, named Luis
Amax , who knew all the mountains and valleys of the
country. He had received from him a particular account
of these mountains of the Axarquia .% Their savage
and broken nature was a sufficient defence for the fierce
people .that inhabited them, who, manning their rocks and
their tremendous passes, which were often nothing more than
the deep, dry bed of torrents, might set whole armies at
defiance . Even if vanquished, they afforded no spoil to the
victor ; their houses were little better than bare walls, an d
they would drive off their scanty flocks and herds to the
fortresses of the mountains . The sober council of the Marquis
was overruled. The cavaliers, accustomed to mountain
warfare, considered themselves and their horses equal to any
wild and rugged expedition, and were flushed with the idea of
a brilliant assault upon Malaga. Leaving all heavy baggage
at Antequera, and . all such as had horses too weak for this
mountain scramble, they set forth, full of spirits and con-
fidence . Don Alonzo de Aguilar and the adelantado of
Andalusia led the squadron of advance ; the Count of
Cifiientes followed, with certain of the chivalry of Seville ;
then came the battalion of the most valiant Roderigo Ponce
de Leon, Marquis of Cadiz ; he was accompanied by severa l
of his brothers and nephews, and many cavaliers who sought
distinction under his banner ; and as this family band paraded
in martial state through the streets of Antequera, they attracted
universal attention and applause . The rear-guard was led by
Don Alonzo Cardenas, master of Sant iago, and was composed

• Pulgai, in hi s chro nicle, reve rses the case, and m akes th e Marquis
of Cadiz recommen. : the expedition to the Axa,rquia ; but Fray A nto nio
Agapid a is suppo rted in his statement by that most veracious an d con•
temporary chron i cler, A ndres Berna ldo, curate of Los Palaeios.


